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Where Will I Be In Another Year?
By 
Greg 
Gwin
With the beginning of a calendar year there is always a tendency to look back - and to look forward. 
Evaluations are made in regards to our financial status, our career pursuits, and other important matters. 
Surely it is appropriate to evaluate our spiritual welfare. 
Ask yourself this simple question: 
If I keep doing what I am presently doing, where will 
I 
be in another year? 
Will I be a stronger Christian because I am doing things that will help me grow in Christ (2 Pet. 3: 18)? Or, 
will 
I 
be weaker as a result of continuing to ignore the most important things in life? 
Wil
l 
I be a better Bible student? Will my knowledge of the Word have increased through regular and 
consistent study? Or, will I still be only wishing that I knew my Bible better? 
Will I have brought any lost soul to the Lord through a 
committed effort to teach others? Will I have invited 
folks to visit the assemblies, or encouraged them to 
have a private Bible study? Or, will I only be giving 
lip-service to the whole notion of personal work? 
Will I improve in my ability to react to life's 
provocations in a godly and controlled manner? 
Will I be displaying more of the "divine nature" 
(2 Pet. 1:4) as I deal with people and problems? 
Or, 
willi
 still be easily provoked and often fail as 
trials and temptations are placed before me? 
Will I have broken that "bad habit" that has nagged 
me for so long? Or, will I still be offering lame 
excuses and trying to convince myself that "I can't"? 
Will my example be stronger? Will others begin to 
recognize dependability in me? Will I be constantly 
striving to do all I can as a disciple (1 Cor. 15:58)? 
Or, will I be counted as only a "lukewarm" Christian 
(Rev. 3: 15-17)? 
If I keep doing what I'm presently doing, where 
will I be in another year? Or, more to the point, 
where will I be in eternity? Think 
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Not a Hoof Left Behind
By Robert Turner
Exodus 7-12 records the efforts of God through 
Moses to persuade the Pharaoh of Egypt to 
release the children of Israel from bondage. As 
that bondage is often used to typify sin, and 
Satan's hold on us, a better understanding of 
that ancient struggle could assist us today. 
Pharaohs heart was stubborn, and the plagues 
of blood, frogs and lice did not move him, but 
when the flies came Pharaoh offered his first 
compromise. "Go ye, sacrifice to your god in the 
land - do it here, no need to leave this land. 
When Moses refused such a suicidal attempt, 
Pharaoh offered his second compromise. "Go, 
only ye shall not go very far away: entreat for 
me". God removed the plague of flies, only to 
have Pharaoh harden his heart and refuse to let 
the people go. So, the cattle murrain, boils, and 
hail came, and the threat of locusts. Then came 
the third effort at compromise. "Go now ye that 
are men," leaving your women, children, and the 
flocks behind. Neither Pharaoh nor Satan let go 
without a struggle, but Moses stood firm, so the 
locusts came; and after that the darkness. Now 
Pharaoh tries one more compromise. "Go ye, 
serve Jehovah; only let your flocks and your 
herds be stayed." Take all to serve God, except 
your material possessions. Perhaps he knew 
their hearts would remain with the possessions 
- or perhaps he sought to deprive them of that 
which they would need to successfully carry out 
their new venture. Whatever: we are doomed to 
failure if we think we can serve God acceptably 
while leaving anything we control in Satan's 
hands. 
But Moses accepted no compromise. "NOT A 
HOOF SHALL BE LEFT BEHIND!' 
We must live in the world, but our citizenship is 
elsewhere. In making the transfer of allegiance, 
when we determined to give up the world and 
give ourselves to the Lord, we should then have 
determined that "Not a hoof shall be left behind." 
We should know that Satan will do all possible 
to convince us that we can serve God "in Egypt" 
or "just a little way out" or compromising for the 
sake of family or possessions. It won't work that 
way. Give Satan a hoof, and he will take leg, 
loin, chuck roast and all.
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WHY SOME ARE 
                      
NOT ASKED
By 
R. L. Whiteside
Happy is the person whose 
conduct does not raise a
   
 
question in the minds of
     
 
others as to where he stands. 
Some people never have to answer the question, “Will you have a drink with me?” There is a reason. Some young people are never subjected to certain temptations to which others are frequently subjected, and there is a reason. When your conduct raises a question as to where you stand or as to what you might do, the devil will make you answer that question. Every person who raises a question mark in the mind of people has to defend himself or surrender
.
_______________________
WHO AM I…
1.
 I met with the other woman by a river.
2. I am described as a “
seller of purple
.”
3
.
 I obeyed the gospel in 
Philippi
.
4
.
 Paul stayed in my house while at 
Philippi
. 
WHO AM I? ____________________ 
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DEALING WITH OTHERS
By 
Donnie Rader
Dealing with others is not always easy. What should I say? How much should I believe of what I hear? Is there another side to the story I've been told? Am I being fair in my dealings with others? These and other questions must be answered.
When we deal with others there is always the potential for differences to arise. When those differences come it is easy to forget to use some common sense rules in our conflict. We are not always as fair in dealing with those we disagree with as we are in defending ourselves or those with whom agree.
For some time I have been thinking about how brethren treat one another. I have thought about how many problems are simple misunderstandings. It seems to me that we are not always as careful as we ought to be. As I have thought and talked with others, some basic rules come to mind that we ought to follow.
1. Pray for wisdom (Jas. 1:5).
 If there is any time we need wisdom it is when we deal with those with whom we disagree. Let us pray that we may have the wisdom to know: (a) how to approach others, (b) what we should say and what we should not reveal, (c) what I should believe and what I should reject of what I hear, (d) the good that is in other people, and (e) how slow or fast I need to be in my conclusions.
2. Be careful what you say.
 Any of us could easily get carried away and say things that we would later wish had not been said. The proverb writer said, "
He who restrains his lips is wise
" (Prov. 10:19). We must be careful what we say to and about others. It may be information that others have told us in confidence. It may be that the one to whom we give the information may not honor our request to keep it confidential. Let us be "
slow to speak
" (Jas. 1:19) knowing that "
a tale bearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter
" (Prov. 11:13). We don't have to tell all we know. "
A fool vents all his feelings, But a wise man holds them back
" (Prov. 29:11).
We must be careful how we choose our words. Let's make sure we are conveying the right idea. If we are not cautious, our words can be like the "
piercing of a sword
" (Prov. 12:18). We must watch what we say and how we say it. Remember, "
A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger
" (Prov. 15:1).
Let us also be careful lest we say something detrimental to others. "
The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor
" (Prov. 11:9; cf. v. 13; 20:19). It is possible that I could be telling things about others when I don't have all the facts. What I say could destroy the name and reputation of others.
3. There are two sides to the story.
 In some situations there is some fault on both sides. Thus, both of the parties at odds have some legitimate points. However, there are some situations where the two sides are the right side and the wrong side. Still, there are two sides.
 
   
The questions I must ask myself are: Am I listening to and believing the wrong side? Am I taking the wrong side? Have I considered the other side of the story? There may be more that I need to know before I draw my conclusions and state them. The proverb writer said, 
   >>>
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>>> "
The first one to plead his cause seems right, until his neighbor comes and examines him
" (Prov. 18:17). Whoever tells his side first makes it sound good.
4. Don't jump to conclusions.
 Too often we take a little information and fill in more gaps than are there. We can easily assume motives that we have no way of knowing. I wonder how often our talk and criticism about others would change if we deleted everything but the real facts that we know.
The proverb writer warned, "
He who answers a matter before he hears it, it is folly and shame to him
" (Prov. 18:13). Let us not be hasty in our words (Prov. 29:20).
5. Give others the benefit the of the doubt.
 Love "
believes all things
" (1 Cor. 13). It gives a person the benefit of the doubt. That means when a questionable situation arises where you could put more than one construction on it, believe the best. When a problem arises and you can put either a good or bad motive on it  believe the best. After all, don't you want others to do that with you (Matt. 7:12)?
Yes, these rules are simple. But, with a little application we can avoid a lot of friction and misunderstanding. 
______________________________________
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God’s Promise about Daily Temptation
B
y Robert Hines
The apostle says, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it” (1 Cor.l0:13). And so we know..., 
(1) We all face the same tests 
(2) God won’t let them be more than we can handle 
(3) Our job is to find His escape route 
(4) With His help we can endure whatever comes our way. 
Wonderful! 
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“I Don’t Need The Church!”
By 
Doy
 Moyer
A Christian saying, “I don't need the church,” would be like a member of the body saying, “I don’t need a body” (1 Cor. 12:12-27). Does that sound silly? It is. Yet Christians who say they don’t need the church, or who act like they don’t need the church because they care not to be a part of group activities, are effectively saying just that (and this isn’t just about attending formal assemblies). They are part of the body, yet don’t believe they need the body. It betrays a grave misconception of the body of Christ, both locally and universally.
God has composed the body. We are a part of it, not a separate, disconnected piece of something else. We need each other. Yet when we say or act as if we don’t need the church, we are saying that other Christians whom God has set in the body are not so important. We can be the lone part in the body and do just fine. What does such an attitude betray about our own self-importance? What does it say about our own view of serving others? What does it say about our view of God’s purposes in establishing “
one another
” relationships?
Think it through. Without the “
one another
” part, there is no encouragement, no stimulation to love and good works, and no opportunity to serve. God has better things in store for His people. Cherish the times we have in our “
one another
” relationships in Christ.
)
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The Providence of God
B
y Warren E. Berkley
Our word "providence" conveys the idea of providing; the quality or state of being provident. The providence of God generally means the divine care, guidance and sustaining power of God over the universe and the affairs of men. I find it
 
helpful to think of God's providence in terms of five realms where Scripture specifically has something to say: PERMISSION, PERFORMANCE, PREFERENCE, PROVIDENCE AND PROHIBITION. 
There is that which God PERMITS. Paul said, ".I hope to stay a while with you, if the Lord 
permits," (1 Cor. 16:7; Jas. 4:15). God "allowed all nations to walk in their own ways," and the Hebrew writer said, "and this we will do if God permits," (Acts 14:16; Heb. 6:3). This is clear. In the exercise of His wise providence, there are things God allows or permits. 
Also, there is that which God PERFORMS; He makes certain things happen, performing certain actions. He makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust (Matt. 5:45). God gives to all life,
 
and breath and all things (Acts 17:25). We can affirm, therefore, that God performs certain actions: He makes, He sends, He gives. 
God PREFERS certain things. He desires or prefers that all men come to the knowledge of the truth and be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). Many are not interested in His truth, and He does not force them to obey it. But He certainly prefers that all men listen to and give favorable response to His truth. He desires that all men repent, and He prefers that there be no offenses among us (2 Pet. 3:9; Matt. 18:14). 
There is that which God PROVIDES, in response to our petitions. If we believe what is written in passages like 1 
Jno
. 5:14,15, we know God responds to prayer. He says He does, and we can 
regard those 
provisions of God as part of His providential dealings (see also Jas. 1:5,17). 
Then, there are things God PROHIBITS. Certain things are not allowed by God, and this affirmation assumes His activity in the affairs of men. "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will NOT ALLOW you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it," (1 Cor. 10:13). God, for instance, did
 
not allow the devil to do certain things to Job. Likewise, God does not allow temptation to come into our lives which is beyond our ability to resist! (God not only prohibits irresistible temptation; he "makes" the way of escape.) These are things I firmly believe about the providence of God. He permits certain things; He performs certain acts; He prefers certain things, provides for us in
 
reply to our prayers, and He prohibits certain things. I entertain no difficulty and no hesitation
 
in regard to the fact of God's providence. 
NOW, if you demand that I interpret the details of God's providence from day to day and event to event, I WILL NOT ACCEPT THAT CHALLENGE! A
 
storm occurs and wipes out a whole community, killing several citizens, and the questions follow: Did God cause it, or just permit it? If
 
God caused it directly, why? What did He have in mind? Was this just an indirect consequence of living in a world corrupted by sin? I cannot answer
 
these questions. And, the fact that I function as a gospel preacher does not afford me any depth of insight into the mysteries of providence. The fact that I firmly believe in divine providence does not qualify me to interpret the details! 
   >>>
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I know God answers prayer, even though I may not know exactly how He does it. I believe God has the ability to use various influences, circumstances and people for my good. There isn't any doubt in my mind; He has the ability to work among nations. He can use weather, illness and even wicked behavior for His own purposes. But when
 
it comes to exactly and specifically what God causes, controls, permits or provides, I am not
 
capable of knowing all about that. And, I don't need to know all about that. What I need to know is
 
my God and my duty to Him; my Savior and how to respond to and honor Him. 
Let us not be ashamed to proclaim the fact of God's
 
providence. But let us be exceedingly careful what we impulsively affirm, claim or attribute to God. There is the very real danger of "words without knowledge" (Job 38:2; Eccl. 5:2).
______________________________________
HOW TO EVALUATE A CONGREGATION
By 
Greg 
Gwin
How do you evaluate a congregation? We all do it. We decide that a particular church is "good", another is "so-so", and yet another is not what we like at all. While we understand that such judgments are natural and necessary, our concern is about the basis upon which we make these choices. We have heard Christians who make comments like:
    a. “That church is not friendly.”
    b. “The preacher preaches too long."
    c. “They keep the building too hot/cold."
Or, on the positive side:
  
1. “They have a
ctivities for young folks.”
  
2. “They ha
ve a lot of get-togethers."
   
3. "We li
ke to hear that song leader."
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Doing Good
B
y Bill Dillon
The New Testament tells us that Jesus “went about doing good” (Acts 10:38). Jesus spent His life in service to others and helping others. 
- 
Have you ever heard of a “complainer” doing good for others with his complaining? 
- 
Have you ever heard of a “gossip” who helped
others with his/her gossip? 
- 
How much good has a liar ever done with his lying?
- 
How many people have ever been aided by the anger from an angry person? 
 
- 
How many individuals have had their lives made happier by the slander from one who maligns another’s character? 
- 
How well thought of is the disagreeable and negative person who can never find good in 
anything? 
If we want to make a difference in our living, we need to be like the Lord Jesus and “go about 
doing good.” 
_________________________________________
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Would you like to know the true basis for determining a "good" church? Let Jesus show you. Read the letters to the seven church of Asia (Revelation 2 & 3). Two of those seven churches (Smyrna and Philadelphia) receive high praise and no rebuke. Both of those churches were commended for their dedicated stand for the truth, even in the face of persecution. There's no hint of the superficial social activity that so many people are looking for. These were simply congregations that took a strong stand for the truth and demonstrated a die-hard conviction for what was right.
Would you have been happy as a member at Smyrna or Philadelphia? We can't guarantee that the folks there were overtly "friendly" or that there were lots of "get-togethers" or that the singing was topnotch. They were just dedicated Christians doing their spiritual work. Would this be enough for you? It was for Jesus!
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Self Control
B
y Bill Hall
What is the value of self-control? Self-control is that which enables us to hold our tongues when we are tempted to viciously put someone in his
 
place once and for all; or when we know a juicy bit of gossip that would be entertaining to the group and would turn us into the "life of the party"; or when an occasion almost demands that we betray a confidence that must not be betrayed under any circumstances. 
Self-control is that which enables us to control our passions when another is provoking us to anger; that keeps the clinched fists in the pockets
 
when the agitator is only half our size; that keeps the lips sealed when another is railing and swearing at us. Self-control is that which enables us to be like our Lord "who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously" (I Peter 2:23). 
Self-control is that which enables us to maintain purity of heart and to thrust out evil thoughts before they can take root; that enables us to place
 
the best possible construction on another person's actions when unproven rumors could easily destroy our confidence in him; that helps us to maintain a cheerful disposition when everything around us has turned sour. Self-control is that which enables us to love the unlovable and to hate that which the world loves. 
Self-control is that which enables us to rule our appetites; to say "no" when our lusts would lead us to sin or when that which is harmful to our
 
health is placed before us. Self-control is that which enables the smoker to put down his cigarettes
 
and the alcoholic to put down his drink and never return to it. Self-control is that which enables us to rule rather than to be enslaved. 
The Bible does not glorify the indifferent and impassive. It is not our goal to be uncaring. To be like Paul, we must be able to have our spirit stirred within us when we are surrounded by evil (Acts 17:16). To be like our Lord, we must sometimes feel anger when surrounded by hypocritical self-righteousness (Mark 3:5); we must even react with occasional outbursts of goodness on occasions, as when the Lord cleansed the temple (John 2:13-17). But, all such outbursts must be tempered with self-control, that in our anger we "do not sin" (Ephesians 4:26). 
God does not view our uncontrolled actions with amusement. Our temper tantrums and harsh, unbridled words are soul threatening, a potential bar to the abundant entrance into the Lord's everlasting kingdom 
       
(II Peter 1:5-11). We must not minimize the danger. We must not surrender to this evil. What is the value of self-control? It is one of the
 
qualities that enable us to go to heaven. The possessor of it is rich indeed. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
If you are visiting with us 
we are glad you are here!
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What About Gambling?
B
y Greg 
Gwin
A Gallop poll in
dicated that over 60% of the US 
population ga
mbles regularly. More than 80% 
approve of leg
al gambling. 44 states now have 
lotteries. More 
and more we hear of Christians 
who gamble. Many fall to the temptation of these lotteries. Others b
et on horses, athletic events, 
etc. Far too many participate in raffles, office "pools", and other forms of gambling. What does 
God say about all of this? 
The Bible never uses the words "gamble" or "gambling," but it clearly sets forth principles that 
condemn the practice. Gambling is a SIN because: 
1. It is addictive. 
The very fact that there is an 
organizati
on called "Gamblers Anonymous" 
proves this point. Christians are not to be "brought under the power of any" (1 Cor. 6:12). 
2. It is covetousness. It displays an inordinate de
sire to gain without giving something of equal value. It aims to
 gain at the expense of others.
(Col. 3:5; 1 Tim. 6:10). 
3. It violates the p
rinciples of love and the "gold
en rule." S
omeone once described gambling 
as "stealing by consent." In order for there to be winners, there mus
t necessarily be losers (Matt. 
22:39; 1 Cor. 10:24; Matt. 7:12). 
4. It is bad stewardship. A very casual study of the "odd
s" proves that you have a much 
higher percentage chance of losing than winning. You are literally "throwing your money away." God, on the other hand, expects us to be good stewards of what we have been given (1 Pet. 4:10). 
5. It violates the p
rinciple of legitimate transfer 
of money or prop
erty. The Bible outlines three 
ways 
in which things of value can be 
exchanged: by labor (Eph. 4:28), by trade (Acts 4:32-37), or by gift (Matt. 7:11). Gambling fits none of these. 
6. It breeds other problems. Much of the crime in our country is linked to gambling in one way or another. Clearly, Christians should in no way support or participate in gambling. 
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"Everyone Else Is Doing It"
B
y David McPherson
Sometimes people 
attempt to justify their sinful 
conduct on the basis of "well everyone else is doing it." If "everyone else" is dressing immodestly, what are we going to do? If "everyone else" is going to a "must see" R-rated movie, what are we going to do? If "everyone else" is lying, stealing, or cheating what are we going to do? 
In the days of King Nebuchadnezzar, "everyone else"
 
was bowing down and worshiping his golden image (see Dan. 3:1-7). But what did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego
 do? They said "let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods..." (Dan. 3: 18). These men loved the Lord and courageously served him regardless of what everyone else was doing. 
May we too have the courage to be different. Brethren, "do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God" (Rom. 12:2). God's children are not to follow in the sins of others, but are to lead others out of darkness and into the light.
_________________________________________
The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD, But the words of the pure are pleasant. 
                              
- Proverbs 15:26
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DO YOU PRAY DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES?
By 
Bill Hall
The worshipper who would pray in the assembly must do more than bow his head and close his eyes. He must pray. "
Otherwise, 
if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of  the uniformed say 'Amen' at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?
" (I Corinthians 14:16). This verse suggests four requirements if one is to enter into a prayer. 
1. He must listen to the prayer. One cannot legitimately say "Amen" at the conclusion of a prayer if he has not listened to the prayer. "Mind-wandering" is an ever-present problem. We sing, but we don't observe the words of the song. We bow our heads, but we don't listen to the prayer. We sit through the sermon, but our minds wander to things of an earthly nature. Consequently, we attend worship periods, but we don't worship as we ought. If one is to pray, with the congregation, he must listen to the prayer. 
2. He must understand the prayer. When a man in the first century led a prayer in an unknown tongue, the worshiper could not say "Amen," for he could not understand the language in which the prayer was spoken. Neither could the worshiper say "Amen" today if the leader has not spoken loudly enough to be heard or if he has used words or phrases which the worshiper does not understand. Those who lead prayers in the assembly should be conscious of the needs of the whole congregation, speaking up where all can hear and using words which all can understand. 
3. He must agree with the prayer. A number of years ago, while sitting beside an older preacher, I observed his saying "Yes" or "Yes, Lord" at the conclusion of each separate phrase of the prayer as it was being led. He spoke the words softly enough that I was probably the only one in the assembly who could hear them, but I was impressed. Obviously, this brother was listening to every phrase, determining whether or not he agreed with the phrase, and was then softly speaking his agreement. He was not just sitting through a prayer; he was praying. Occasionally, we hear sentiments expressed in prayer with which we do not agree. To these sentiments we cannot say "Amen." 
4. He must say "Amen." The word "Amen" means "so let it be." We long to hear the strong, resounding "Amen" at the close of prayers which we used to hear. We fear that the move away from this practice is just another step toward cold, lifeless formality in our worship periods. We are not contending, however, that one must say the word "Amen" audibly; but we are suggesting that at least in his mind he should say "Amen," thus making the prayer his own prayer. He has listened to the prayer; he has understood the prayer; he has agreed with the prayer; now he speaks to God his "Amen" or approval of the prayer as his prayer. In this manner, he unites with other worshipers in common prayer unto God. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Better is the poor who walks in his integrity Than one who is perverse in his lips, and is a fool. 
- 
Proverbs 19:1
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IF ONLY…
By 
Frank 
Himmel
If only my boss wouldn't be so rude and domineering, I would be more cooperative at work. "
Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable
" (1 Pet. 2:18).
If only my husband weren't so lazy and self-centered, if only he would learn to control his temper better, I would live with him. "...
wives, be submissive to your 
husbands
 so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior
" (1 Pet. 3:1-2).
If only the brethren were friendlier and that preacher not so dry, I would go to church more often. "...
let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another
..." (Heb. 10:24-25).
If only I had more income and less bills, I would give a lot more. "...
in the churches of Macedonia...in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty
 
overflowed in the wealth of their liberality
" (2 Cor. 8:1-2).
If only my family would be more supportive, I would become a Christian. "
He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me
..." (Mt. 10:37).
Do you notice that what God expects of us, He expects regardless of our particul
ar 
circumstances? Instead of excusing our-selves due to adverse conditions, let us commit ourselves to our Creator and Benefactor. If only we would be like Jesus, who said, "...
I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me
" (Jn. 5:30). He not only said it, He lived it - even to the point of death.
______________________________________
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Keeping Our Word 
& Paying Our Debts
B
y Bill Crews
The Bible is very strong on (1) keeping our promise
s and (2) paying our debts (Ecclesiastes 5:2, 4-5; Numbers 30:2; Romans 13:8; Ephesians 4:25; Colossians 3:9). We are not to go back on our word or fail to repay that which we have borrowed. 
We should strive to keep our word. A track record of broken promises or 
unkept
 commitments is a very bad track record. 
There is nothing sinful or shameful in borrowing money. It may be embarrassing to have to do so, but we can recover from that. If our folly or carelessness put us into a situation in which we had to borrow, we should work on that and endeavor not to repeat the mistake. But the mere step of borrowing money is not in itself either sinful or shameful. What is both sinful and shameful is a deliberate or careless failure to pay back what we have borrowed, and the world is full of people who have done and continue to do that. Many of them
 
profess to be Christians. To use the words of James: “My brethren, these things ought not so to be” (James 3:10). 
__________________________
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How to Raise a Heartache
By Edward O. 
Bragwell
, Sr.
 “The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.”(
Prov
 29:15) If you want to raise your child to be a heartache then follow these rules: 
1. Constantly criticize his symbols of authority. If any authority figure tries to restrain him, let your child know that you will be his automatic ally in his conflict with that symbol of authority. Every chance you get, throw in some critical remark about someone in authority so that your child's big ears will be able to soak it up. While we need to teach our children that there is no authority that transcends the authority of God, we need to teach them that authority at all levels (including school personnel, baby sitters, Bible class teachers, church leaders, grandparents, etc.) must be respected to have an orderly society and to please God as Christians. 
While you, in your maturity may be able to distinguish between the man and the position of authority that he represents, very few children are able to make the distinction. Hence, criticism of a policeman's conduct becomes criticism of law in his mind. Criticism of a teacher is criticism of school discipline in his mind. Criticism of elders, preachers, or Bible class teachers is criticism of divine government in his mind. The person represents the principle to most children. It is sad that all some children hear about their school, their country, or the church is criticism of work done by the personnel of these institutions. How can we expect them to grow up to respect them? 
2. Let society take the blame for his conduct. Let him know that he is being constantly victimized by others. Allow him to constantly console himself in the notion that be deserves a better shake in life than society has handed him. Always express your sympathy to him when 
be
 complains that "it is just not fair". Then he can grow up believing, really believing, that whatever happens to him and whatever he does is someone else’s fault. He can then go through life blaming his wife for domestic problems, blaming the church for his spiritual problems, blaming the government for many of his failures, and blaming you for the rest of his woes — after all you brought him into this world.
No Christian has ever had an ideal society in which to live and rear children. This is a sinful world. It was sinful in the first century. Christians were told to "become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life..." (Phil. 3:15-16). It was not an impossible task then and it is not now. Parents who were Christians were told to "bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4) in a world filled with ungodliness. (Eph. 4:17-5:14). Our children must understand that they are going to have to live godly in spite of society and quit blaming their moral, ethical, or spiritual behavior (with its consequences) upon society. 
3. Do not teach your child how to properly use his or her body. Mothers, do not teach your child the effect that nakedness, or near nakedness, has on the opposite sex, nor the seductive power of "body language" (see Prov. 6:24-25). Then, when they become of age they will learn the effect and use it to the fullest because you didn't teach them the dangers involved.
One is simply burying his head in the sand if he does not recognize that the sex drive is strong in young people after they reach maturity. One way to protect it so that it ultimately will be used properly in the marriage relationship is to protect the sense of modestly and shame. One cannot
 
allow that sense of shame to be destroyed without weakening the restraints necessary to reserve the body for a husband or a wife. It
 
disturbs me to see parents of teenagers actually encourage their children to publicly display their
            >>>
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>>> 
bodies in scanty attire (often setting the example for them) or else ignore and/or defend them in their actions. 
Young people need some teaching by their parents as to how to keep from kindling the fire that might eventually burn them. Teach your child to “flee fornication", including the actions that lead to fornication when they are allowed to run to their full and natural course. 
4. Let him know that you think happiness and success in life depends on outward circumstances. This has all kinds of potential for heartache. 
We need to impress upon our children by precept and example that one's relationship to God is the only thing that can bring eternal happiness and success, and that one's station in this life has little to do with it. 
If one is right with God, he can learn contentment and happiness regardless of outward conditions (Phil. 4:4-ff).If children constantly hear us equating success with some external condition (a good job, a good house, social acceptance, a vacation home) they will likely grow up believing it and reacting accordingly. 
We must make a determined effort to teach WHATEVER (external) state one is in that he can be happy and content - but even then that happiness in this life is not our real goal, but eternal happiness with the Lord in the next life. 
5. Wait until 
be
 is grown to teach him how to live righteously and godly. Let him do what "a Christian should not do" while is young and "not a member of the church" and then when 
be
 becomes of age try to put the brakes on his behavior. If anyone questions you about his conduct be sure to answer, "Now, he knows that 
when be obeys the gospel be can
not do those things any more".
 
Don't be too surprised when he learns that lesson well and will not obey the gospel because he has learned to love his conduct that you have allowed him to practice "until he becomes a member". 
May we ever pray to God for the wisdom to rear our children as we've should. - 
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"Evidence of Things Not Seen"
B
y Greg 
Gwin
Picture her -- a young girl taken captive in a war -- an innocent victim in a dispute between powerful countries. Now, her freedom gone, she is obligated to perform slave duties in the house of the conquering army commander. 
Who is this girl? She is a minor payer in a well-known Bible account that centers on her slave master. And, who is her master? 
Naaman
 is his name, and his story is found in 2 Kings 5. 
Naaman
, as you recall, was a successful army captain -- but he was also a leper. 
The lesson from this slave girl is found in verse 3 of the text. Without any hint of the hatred or bitterness that could have easily filled her heart, she suggests a positive cure for her master's affliction. "If only my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy." 
From this minimal information we can classify the young girl as a person of great faith. Why? It is because of her one simple statement. The prophet she had reference to was Elisha. How did she know he could heal leprosy? Someone might suggest that she had seen him do it many times. No! In fact, he had never done it before! Jesus said, "many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except 
Naaman
 the Syrian" (
Lk
. 4:27). She knew he could do because she had FAITH IN GOD! 
Faith is the "evidence of things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). The Bible speaks of many things that we have not personally observed. Do you believe them anyway? There are many things that God has said, including eternal promises He has made to us. Do you trust Him? Are you confident that He has the power to do all things? Judgment and your eternal destiny will be determined by your reaction to things you have not seen. How strong is your faith? Will you obey Him (Jas. 2:26)? 
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Our Duty Toward Truth
B
y Dan Richardson
WE MUST LOVE THE TRUTH (2 Thess. 2:10). Before truth can have a positive effect upon one's life, he must have a love for the truth that he might be saved. This will insure that our motives in approaching God our pure and that we are able to discern truth from error (John 7:17). Those who do not have a love for the truth will be deceived by Satan's lies and perish (2 Thess. 2:10). 
WE MUST KNOW THE TRUTH (Jn. 8:32; 1 Tim. 2:4). God's word is truth (Psa. 119:142; Jn. 17:17), and He has revealed His truth for man's good (Deut. 29:29). Therefore, unless one would believe God to be cruel and malicious, we must accept that God's word can be understood and known by all who desire such knowledge (Eph. 3:3-4; 5:17). Jesus said "ye shall know the truth" (Jn. 8:32). God desires that "all men ... come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). 
WE MUST BELIEVE THE TRUTH (2 Thess. 2:12-13). Believing God is not a blind leap in the dark. His truth is a presentation of evidence designed to bring men to belief (Jn. 20:30-31). Each 
individual is responsible to weigh the evidence, determine it credible and conclude it believable. Those who disbelieve do so because they do not choose to consider the evidence properly (if at all). Instead, they have pleasure in unrighteousness. 
WE MUST OBEY THE TRUTH (Gal. 5:7; 1 Pet. 1:22). Because God has given commands, His truth demands an obedient response on our part. Truth is not a spiritual smorgasbord of options for us to pick and choose from. The sum of God's word is truth (Psa. 119:151, 160). Everything He has revealed on a subject constitutes the pattern to be obeyed (Rom. 6:17). Therefore, we are responsible to "handle aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). To neglect just one part of it constitutes sin by which one will perish eternally (James 2:10). 
WE MUST WALK IN TRUTH (2 John 4; 3 John 3-4). This Bible reference to "walk" has reference to one's manner of life. The righteous will incorporate God's truth into his life and walk therein. Whatever the circumstance, he will not compromise it (Prov. 23:23). It will be a "shield and a buckler" for he who takes refuge in God (Psa. 91:4). And, it will be the standard by which he worships God (John 4:23-24). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Where there is no wood, 
the fire goes out; And where there is no 
                      talebearer, 
strife ceases.
 
- 
Proverbs 26:20
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Improve Your Life
B
y Frank 
Himmel
1. Turn off the TV and read your Bible. The Psalmist said of the blessed man, “His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night” (Ps. 1:2). 
2. Hang up the phone and pray. I never cease to be amazed at how much time some people spend on their cell phones. Is all that talking necessary or profitable? “Pray without ceasing” (1 Th. 5:1 7). “The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much” (Jas. 5:16). 
3. Get up out of bed an hour earlier and come to Bible study. “As the door turns on its hinges, so does the sluggard on his bed” (Prov. 26:14). 
4. Cut down your credit card purchases and give. Give to the poor. Increase your contribution at church. “One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his good deed” (Prov. 19:17). “
Itis
 more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
5. Change the conversation from sports, weather, and politics to spiritual things. Do that at home. “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up” (Deut. 6:6-7). Do that at work, too. “He who wins souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30).
______________________________________
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“One Thing I Know”
B
y James Hahn
I have always appreciated the response of the man in John 9 when the Jews tried to pressure him into condemning Jesus as a sinner. “He therefore answered, Whether he is a sinner, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see” (John 9:25). I wish some of my brethren would have the same attitude this man had. There is an attitude manifested by many that says, “if you don’t know everything you can’t be sure about anything.” 
We should be humble and recognize we can be wrong. This is why we need to constantly study the word and examine the things we believe and practice in the light thereof. However, I do not believe this humility demands that we accept anything or everything that comes along and that we accept the position that we just can’t be sure or definite about anything. 
I may not know everything but there are some things I know are true and I am not ready to leave or compromise these truths simply because there are other things I do not know. We must continue to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). Paul said, “I am not ashamed; for I know him whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to guard that which I have committed unto him against that day.” (2 Timothy 1:12)
.
_________________________________________
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What is the very best way to show that you believe?
O_E_I_N_
E
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Do Miracles Occur Every Day
?
B
y Leon Mauldin
What does the Bible teach regarding miracles? Is it true, as some claim, that miracles are happening every day? 
In reality, even during Bible times, miracles did not occur "every day." Miraculous activities for the most part were confined to certain periods of Biblical history. These included the miracles of the creation week. Then when Israel was in Egyptian bondage, God sent the ten plagues, caused Israel to cross the Red Sea on dry land, fed them with manna, and on occasion also miraculously gave them water. Later, the ministries of the prophets Elijah and Elisha were characterized by numerous miracles. 
The next "cluster" of miracles was during the ministry of Christ, and finally, during the establishment and spread of the church (Acts). Obviously then, miracles were not "evenly distributed" over the centuries of Biblical history, but rather were used by God only at certain times, to meet unique needs, and to accomplish specific purposes. 
Among the many miracles Jesus performed we read of His healing the man with an amputated ear be simply touching him (Luke 22:50-51). Honestly, do you see that every day, or any day? When there was a great tempest in the sea of Galilee, Jesus "rebuked the waves and the sea and there was a great calm" (Matthew 8:23-26). On another occasion, on that same sea, Jesus came unto His disciples walking on the water (Matthew 14:26). Jesus miraculously fed 5,000 men plus women and children with five loaves and two fish (Matthew 15:32-39. There are three recorded occasions where Jesus raised the dead. These include the only son of the widow of Nain (Luke 7:11-17). 
Jarius
' daughter (Matthew 9:18-26) and Lazarus (John 11). 
These are but a few, a very few of the miracles Jesus did. The purpose of Jesus' miracles is stated in John 2:30-31: "And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name." That purpose has been accomplished. 
Further, Mark gives us insight into the purpose of the miraculous when he writes, "And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs" (Mark 16:20). References is made to the salvation which began to be spoken by the Lord, "and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His will" (Hebrews 2:3,4). 
The purpose of the miraculous then was to reveal and to confirm the word of God. There was a time limitation on the miraculous. Gifts such as tongues, prophecy and knowledge (miraculous) would cease (1 Corinthians 13:8-10) with the completion of the revelation. God's power has not ceased. His presence and glory are evident all around us. We are abundantly blessed by Him (Acts 14:17; James 1:17). He hears and answers prayer (James 5:16). When the revelation of truth was completed, and had been fully confirmed, the miraculous ceased, having accomplished its purpose. 
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Are You Faithful?
B
y Jeff Ma
y
It was a sunny Saturday morning. James stepped outside to get his morning paper. Only a moment later James returned with a disgusted look on his face. No paper! James said, "I'm 
gonna
 have to get me a new paper boy. He's just not faithful." The problem was that James' paperboy would deliver about 1 out of every 3 days. Fred was in a hurry to get to work, but it happened again. His car wouldn't start. He had hoped this used second vehicle would be just what he needed, but about 1 out of every 3 turns of the ignition, the car wouldn't start. Fred told his wife, "I'm 
gonna
 have to trade that car in. I just need one that's more faithful." 
Are James and Fred right to call the paperboy and the car unfaithful? Would you be pleased with a paperboy who delivered I day out of 3? Would you be pleased with a car that only started 2 out of 3 times? Certainly not. The apostle Paul was chosen by God to carry the gospel because God counted him faithful. "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry" (1 Tim. 1:12). Paul was trustworthy. God could count on him when He needed him. Paul would never fail in his duty to God. 
What about me and my attendance to the assemblies of God's people? My brethren are counting on me to be there. I need to consider the impact of my absence upon them. My presence helps to stir up my brothers and sisters to love and good works Furthermore, I am drawing near to God and holding fast to my faith (Heb. 10:23-25). Am I faithful if I hit one out of every 3 services? Am I faithful if I hit 2 out of 3? Does God consider me reliable and trustworthy? Is he pleased with such performance? It's something to think about, isn't it? If I wouldn't call the paperboy faithful and the used car faithful then why do I consider myself faithful in my service to God if my performance is no better? All of us need to realize our obligations to God and to our brethren regarding our attendance. We grow weaker through our absence. 
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Who am I ?
God made Adam out of dust,
     But thought it best to make me first:
So I was made before the man,
     According to God's holy plan.
My whole body God made complete,
     Without arms or hands or feet.
My ways and acts did God control,
     But in my body He placed no soul.
A living being I became,
     And Adam gave to me a name.
Then from his presence I withdrew,
     For this man Adam I never knew.
All my Maker's laws I do obey,
     And from these laws I never stray.
Thousands of me go in fear,
     But seldom on the earth appear.
Later, for a purpose God did see,
     He placed a living soul in me.
But that soul of mine God had to claim,
     And from me He took it back again.
And when this soul from me had fled,
     I was the same as when first made;
Without arms, legs, feet, or soul,
     I travel on from pole to pole.
My labors are from day to night,
     And to men I once furnished light.
Thousands of people both young and old,
     Did by my death bright lights behold.
No right or wrong can I conceive;
     The Bible and its teachings I can't believe.
The fear of death doesn't trouble me;
     Pure happiness I will never see.
And up in Heaven I can never go,
     Nor in the grave or Hell below.
So get your Bible and read with care;
     You'll find my name recorded there.
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The Church's Purpose
B
y Bill Hall
What is the purpose of the Lord's church? Is it to eradicate poverty, disease, social 
injustice, illiteracy from among men? Is it to bring about a cessation of war and conflict? 
Is it to campaign for a temptation-free society for Christians to live in?
 
If the church had as one of its great goals the eradication of disease, the Lord could 
have easily equipped it to accomplish that goal. Could not the same power that enabled 
one blind man to see have enabled all blind men to see; that enabled one lame man to 
walk have enabled all lame people to walk; that cured many people of varied diseases 
have cured all people of all diseases? And could not this same power have been given 
to the church in all generations?
 
If the church has as one of its great goals the eradication of poverty, the Lord could have easily equipped it to accomplish this purpose. After all, He fed the five thousand with five loaves and two fishes. He similarly fed four thousand on another occasion. Could not He who did these marvelous works have enabled His church in all generations to feed, clothe, and shelter the impoverished masses of the world through miraculous powers?
 
If the Lord had wanted His church to become a lobbyist group to apply political pressure toward a temptation and persecution-free society in which to live, He would have given instructions in that direction. He did not even lead His church into a direct effort to destroy slavery, but taught the Christian slave to be a better slave and the Christian master to treat his slaves as he would have his heavenly Master treat him (Col. 3:22-4:1).
The church's purpose is to save souls and prepare people for eternity--It holds out to the impoverished the hope of some day walking a street of gold; to the suffering a time when there will be no pain; to the sorrowing a moment when "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." It tells the tempted and persecuted that there is value in these afflictions, that the testing of their faith is "more precious than of gold," and to rejoice -- It tells all to live godly lives in whatever environment they find themselves. It seeks to change people through the power of the gospel, not society through the coercion of legislators -- Its weapons "are not carnal, but are mighty through God." Its motivating theme: "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?"
When churches become involved in hospital and health clinic work, or when they build schools for the education of their children, or when they see as one of their great missions to provide for the world's poverty, or when they feel obligated to create social upheaval and campaign for human rights, or when they feel called upon to express their views on the government's use of nuclear armaments or whatever, they have a distorted view of the purpose of the church. 
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Can We Play The Lottery?
B
y Kent E. Heaton, Sr.
The word "covet" is found (in various forms) eighteen times in the Old Testament and twenty-two times in the New Testament. Webster defines covet: "to desire (passionately) [especially, something that another person has]." The Greek meaning of the word is "to fix the desire upon (syn., lust)." 
The Christian is bound by the Law of Christ with such passages as Colossians 3:5, "Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry." The nature of covetousness is the act of idolatry. In this realm, God is not put first but the fleshly desire for wealth. Observe the kind of company covetousness keeps: "Being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers" (Rom. 1:29). 
The apostle Paul warns Timothy of what men will become in turning from the Lord: "For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy" (2 Timothy 3:2). To be "lovers of money" is the very nature of covetousness. In Luke 12:16-21, Jesus teaches His disciples that life is not about the things we 
possess. "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses" (v. 15). 
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Can you figure out these Bible names by rearranging 
              
the letters?
Jaileh
    _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Henteps
    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Ulpa
    _ _ _ _ 
Bamhara
    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Lisas
    _ _ _ _ _ 
Anho
    _ _ _ _ 
Raash
    _ _ _ _ _ 
Nana    _ _ _ _ 
Ossem
    _ _ _ _ _ 
                           10. 
Utist
    _ _ _ _ _ 
_____________________________
____________
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The true danger of covetousness is that a person will lose their soul and be damned to hell for it. Paul speaks very plainly when he describes those who will not be saved: "Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners
 will inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Consider again Paul’s words, "For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God" (Eph. 5:5). 
The lottery is very popular in our culture and has caused a lot of people to spend millions of dollars trying to win an elusive prize. For the Christian, the money is not the problem, rather the heart that desires the riches of this world. Playing the lottery is the sin of covetousness and the Lord reminds us that covetousness will damn a soul to Hell. "‘No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.’ Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they derided Him" (Luke 16:13-14). Will you also deride the Lord Jesus Christ by playing the Lottery? "But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is 
fitting for saints" (Eph. 5:3).
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Burdens Children Shouldn't Bear
       
By Phillip Mullins
I recently watched a television commercial that was meant to make me chuckle but instead depressed me. It was an advertisement for sandwich meats where a little girl runs a sack lunch out to her mom who is pulling out of the driveway. The intended humor is to portray the child as the "mother figure" who is watching out for her mom and making sure she doesn't forget the things she needs. I suppose the humor would have worked on me if I didn't know of children who are having to fill that role. In reality, the reversal is tragic.
The Bible places parents and children in distinct roles:
"Children obey your parents in the Lord, . . .fathers. . .bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord" "For the children ought to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children" (Eph 6:4; 2 Cor. 12:14).
Parents are to be leaders, teachers, providers, and protectors. It is unnatural for children to have to deal with adult decisions and pressures. Though, it is good for children to be tested and challenged, there are some burdens that children ought not to bear. 
Children should not have to navigate the moral dilemmas of life without a standard. Our Society encourages everyone to determine what is right for them. While that may be liberating for some sinful adults, it leaves a child lost. Children should be taught there is a God who loves but judges all. They should be taught His word can guide them in every decision.
Children should not be left to fend for themselves while parents are occupied with other things. I know of a thirteen-year old who had to learn to balance her mom's checkbook because of her mom's irresponsibility. Some kids cook their own meals and wash their own clothes because there isn't a parent around to do it. A child needs to learn responsibility but not by being totally responsible for all his needs.
Children should not be stuck in the middle while two parents fight it out in the aftermath of a divorce. One of the most unnatural things for a child to have to do is to choose one parent over another. Even in a peaceful divorce (Have you ever known of one?), kids are in an awkward position. Parents are responsible for their marriages, not the kids. In a divorce though the kids bear as much pain as do mom and dad. It is a burden kids should not have to bear and woe to the parents who cold-heartedly place it on their little ones.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it. 
- 
Proverbs 22:6
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In Order To Be Happy . . .
B
y Greg 
Gwin
I've made up my mind! I am determined to be happy!! Enough of this sadness. Away with all this discouragement. I'm finished with dejection, depression, and despondency. No more gloom and doom. I WILL be happy! 
Now, what do I need to achieve my goal? If I am to be truly happy, I'll need 
a.. Money - and plenty of it. 
b.. And I must have friends - the kind that never fail, and always act just like I want. 
c.. Of course, success is important; I will need to have unlimited success in every endeavor that I undertake to do. 
d.. My family will have to behave perfectly, and respond immediately to my every whim. 
Surely, with all of this, I can be happy. Right? WRONG! 
The wise, powerful, famous, and wealthy king Solomon sought after happiness through every avenue known to man. The end result was "...vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun." (Eccl. 2:11). 
Contrast Solomon with Paul, who lost his wealth, gave up his fame and power, and ultimately suffered extreme persecution and imprisonment. Yet he could write, "I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 4:11). How could this be? Verse 13 explains; "I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth
 me". 
It is on this basis that Paul instructs us: "Rejoice, in the Lord 
alway
" (vs. 4). True happiness is not found in external "things". It comes only from faithfully serving God (Eccl. 12:13, 14). Are you happy? 
______________________________________
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HOW DID YOU DO?
Can you figure out these Bible names by rearranging 
              
the letters?
1. 
Elijah
                                                      2. 
Stephen
                                        3. 
Paul
                                                     4. 
Abraham
                                             5. 
Silas
                                            6. 
Noah
                                                     7. 
Sarah
                                       8. 
Anna
                                                          9. 
Moses 
                                       10.
Titus
_________________________________________
Pride goes before the fall!
"When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom." (Prov. 11:2) "Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty, and before honor is humility." (Prov. 18:12) 
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A famous football coach was on vacation with his family in Maine. When they walked into a movie theater and sat down, the handful of people there applauded. He thought to himself, "I can't believe it. People recognize me all the way up here." Then a man came over to him and said, "Thanks for coming. They won't start the movie for fewer than ten people. With you and your family here, we now have more than ten." 
The "pride of life" is one of the avenues through which the devil tempts man. Regarding qualifications for elders, 1 Tim. 3:6 says, "Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil." 
)
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SETTING YOUR SPIRITUAL CLOCKS
By Steve Klein
Several years ago it was reported that the telephone operator in a town in Cape Cod received a call every morning asking for the correct time. Finally, overcome with curiosity, she asked the inquirer, "Would you mind telling me why you call about this time every day and ask for the correct time?" "Sure, I'll tell you," the man said. "I want to get the exact time because I'm the man who blows the whistle at twelve o'clock." Well, that's funny, that is," said the operator, "because every day at the stroke of noon I s
et our clock by your whistle.”
How often do we set standards for ourselves based on what others are doing -- without even considering what standard they are following? It is good to follow the examples of others ONLY IF those setting the examples are following the CORRECT standard themselves. This seems to be Paul's point in Philippians 3:16b-17 when he states, "
let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern
." To follow the example of others without being aware of what standard they themselves are following is the height of folly. The Scriptures speak of those who, "
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise
" (2 Corinthians 10:12).
SETTING YOUR WATCH
Every individual has a personal standard which he takes with him everywhere. He may either choose to follow it or ignore it. This inner standard is the conscience. Like a wristwatch that we may check through the day to keep us "on time," the conscience can be used to keep us on the right track if it has been correctly set. But the conscience can be set by a false standard. Saul of Tarsus lived "
in all good conscience
" when he was a blasphemer and persecutor of Christians (Acts 23:1; 1 Timothy 1:13). The individual who sets his watch by asking a stranger on the street for "the correct time" is a lot like a man who sets his moral standards and religious beliefs by others.
This careless conscience setting is seen, for example, in a Christian whose conscience allows him or her to wear immodest attire because "it is not as immodest as what others wear" or "other Christians dress like this." It is seen in the person who believes that they can be saved by "faith only," not because they ever read it in the Scriptures (see James 2:24), but because that's what their parents or grandparents believed.
SETTING YOUR “CHURCH CLOCK”
Groups of people sometimes also set their collective conscience by an uncertain standard. In the days of the judges, Israel pled for a king; they wanted to be "
like all the nations
" (1 Samuel 8:5). As a group of people, they had set their clock by the surrounding nations. In doing so, they rejected the Lord as their stand
ard of authority (1 Samuel 8:7).
Even so, many churches today set their programs of work according to what surrounding churches (denominations) are doing. Children's church, Easter observances, and "rallies" to entertain the young people are just a few of the practices adopted by some churches of Christ (so-called) which 
                   >>>
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>>> 
illustrate this point.
 
Each of these things have been done among denominations for decades, and now some churches of Christ are setting their clocks accordingly. Not one of these practices can be found in Scripture, either by command, statement, apostolic example or necessary conclusion. These practices are of human origin. Jesus said, "
in vain they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men
" (Matthew 15:9).
______________________________________
 
Modern Dancing
B
y J. S. Smith
In Old Testament times, dancing was a form of praise that did not mix the sexes nor excite the libido. I don't know what that dancing looked like, but I haven't seen any like it lately. Modern dancing is absolutely nothing more than a mimicry of the sex act (a private act reserved for the marriage bed – Heb. 13:4) put to music. If the band were not playing in the background, such movements and positions would be scandalous. The Bible says they are anyway. Listed among the evident works of the flesh is lewdness. Lewdness (Greek 
aselgeia
) is defined by Thayer as "wanton acts or manners, as filthy words, indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling of males and females, etc." Apply the latter part of that definition and we could be led to believe that Joseph Henry Thayer was watching the modern dance as he penned it. 
Modern dancing is lewdness. Such is improper for a Christian (Rom. 13:13) and will prevent him from inheriting t
he kingdom of God (Gal. 5:21).
______________________________________
Honesty - Truth - Error
B
y Eugene 
Britnell
There are many good people in the religious world who are honestly mistaken, but when a man who is honestly mistaken hears the truth, one of two things must happen: he will cease to be mistaken or he will cease to be HONEST. If he does not obey the truth he will no longer be honest. If he does obey the truth he will no longer be mistaken. Honesty and error must separate when truth comes along. No man can be honestly mistaken if he has heard the truth! 
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Books of the Bible
There are
 
names of 16 books of the Bible mentioned in the paragraph below. See how many you can find. (A minister found 15 books in 20 minutes. But it took him weeks to find the sixteenth one. Let's see how much time it takes you.)
"I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu; kept people looking so hard for facts...... and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized. But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this paragraph."
_________________________________________
When a man's ways please the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him. - Proverbs 16:7
)
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Humility: True Perspective
B
y Jeffery 
Kingry
"When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honorable man than thou be bidden of him; and he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. But when thou are bidden, go and sit in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: Then 
shalt
 thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. For whosoever 
exalteth
 himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth
 himself shall be exalted" 
(Luke 14:7-11)
.
When I was about 15 I bought a guitar and learned a few chords. Back in the early sixties, when folk-music was "in," I cut quite a figure among my fellow "
teenieboppers
." They even voted me "most-talented" in their innocence. It went straight to my head, and I took my $15 Stella to New York in hopes of becoming a "star!" There was a try-out at the Bitter End, a coffeehouse that "discovered" Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, and Peter, Paul, & Mary. With firm confidence I strode upstairs where "other" artists were tuning, chording, and harmonizing, waiting for their chance before the spot lights. I walked around the room in wonder listening and watching. Beautiful people with beautiful voices, on finely tuned 
Gibsons
 and Martins, made beautiful music on their silver-wound guitar strings. Some could even puff on a harmonica hung before their lips by a wire contraption while singing and playing at the same time. I silently went home after enjoying the show, without having opened my $5.98 cardboard guitar case and have never regretted it. The kids back home loved my "stuff" and never knew any different.
Jesus gave us instruction on how to live, and live well, with satisfaction, happiness, and confidence. Some may think Jesus' instructions in Luke 14 mundane and trivial. Why would the Master Teacher concern himself with the common details of our daily life? 
Luke 14
 tells us that Jesus was interested in such things: to what homes we go, whom we have to dinner, what place in the house we take, how we act at the table 
(1 Cor. 10:31)
, what the tone of our conversation is 
(Matt. 12:31)
, what we wear 
(1 Pet. 3:3)
, whether we encourage or discourage 
(Matt. 10:42; 18:6)
.
In Luke 14 Jesus pointedly demonstrated the blessedness (happiness) of humility. The self-assertive personality is constantly ill at ease. No accomplishment of man in comparison to the whole is of much consequence. In comparison to the example of our Lord, man's position, power, or ability becomes nothing.
True humility stems not from thinking poorly of oneself, but in having oneself in proper perspective. It is not thinking of oneself at all. A brother in Christ who held debates, wrote a great deal, and held many meetings a year was finally asked to speak on the Florida College Lectureship. After his over-long speech, several of his family and friends came to the stage to congratulate him. Amid shaking hands and smiles a young man made his way through the crowd and stretched out his hand with a small piece of paper in it. "I have been waiting for this honor for years," he said brightly, "Can I have your autograph?" The preaching brother
 smilingly reached into his coat pocket for a pen as the young man walked by him to the song leader. "I have enjoyed your singing ability for years . . ." and the preacher blushed in humiliation as the two stepped away from the stage in earnest 
conversation. How presumptions and prideful are those who compare by
         >>>
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>>> 
themselves and among others like them. When comparing our meager abilities against the real thing we come off short every time. Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith. "But be ye not called Rabbi, for one is your master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren" 
(Matt. 23:8)
.
There is no place in our Lord's family for those who think more highly of themselves than they ought. In the politics of the world it is the vigorous, self-assertive who often pass by the humble and snatch the wilted laurel wreath of "success." Even so, it is the godly, the becoming, the blessed thing to remain lowly minded. Leave the carnal laurels to the self-willed. A humble mind is worth striving for and possessing for its own sake. "Blessed are the poor in spirit; For theirs is the kingdom of God."
It is a privilege to be asked to teach God's people 
(Luke 4:15-20)
. It is presumptuous to insert oneself in a position of honor without having been asked. Preachers who ask for meetings, seek glory for their labor from men, and "seek the high places" in public have received their reward. Spiritual pride is utterly offensive to God, and draws his most serious condemnation. Everyone is pleased when the arrogant person is humiliated. But, modesty is recognized and honored by man and God. We are not much brethren, no matter how much we may think to the contrary. Lowliness of mind is a far better way of life than to possess all the honors and glory the presumptive and arrogant may commend.
______________________________________
Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
     - Acts 2:38
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Books of the Bible
There are
 
names of 16 books of the Bible mentioned in the paragraph below. See how many you can find. (A minister found 15 books in 20 minutes. But it took him weeks to find the sixteenth one. Let's see how much time it takes you.)
"I once made a re
mark
 about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lu
lu; ke
pt people loo
king s
o hard for f
acts
...... and for others it was a 
revelation
. Some were in a 
jam, es
pecially since the names of the books were not capitalized. But the t
ruth
 finally struck home to 
numbers
 of our readers. To others it was a real 
job
. We want it to be 
a mos
t fascinating few moments for you. Y
es, ther
e will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require 
judges
 to help them. I will quickly admi
t it us
ually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be loud 
lamentations
 when it is found. A little lady says s
he brews
 a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can com
pete. R
elax now, for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this paragraph."
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How did you do?
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THE BIBLE IS UNDERSTANDABLE
By Dwight McGee
The multitude of different church buildings downtown in every city stands as a sad reminder of religious division and confusion. In man's loss of unity, he is tempted to blame God and His word, the Bible. Men conclude that, since we do not understand the Bible, then the Bible cannot be understood. This is a most serious and fundamental error. Furthermore, it is a personal attack on either God's goodness or His ability to communicate to men. The Bible declares plainly that it can be understood.
The Bible gives a man all the truth that he needs to please God: “
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correct-ion, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly
 furnished unto all good works
" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Even though we do not have the record of 
every thing
 Jesus did on earth, we have what we need to understand, believe and be saved. “
And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name
" (John 20:30-31). It is the truth that will make us free as Jesus said, "
If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free
” (John 8:31,32). Jesus has provided that truth for us today in the pages of the Holy Bible.
It is clear from the Bible itself that God intended for us to understand and obey it. Paul said, "
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is
.” (Eph. 5:17). He also made it clear that God’s revelation of the Bible through Him could be understood upon reading. "...
How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
" (Eph. 3:4).
Some parts of the Bible are more difficult than others. Peter said, "...
Even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction
" (2 Pet. 3:15-16). Even though it takes more study to understand some of the Scriptures, you will notice in this passage that God neither condoned nor excused the error that was taught because of Bible misunderstanding. He rather pointed out that the 
misusers
 of the Bible brought their own destruction. People will be lost in hell because they misuse the Scriptures to teach error.
In a time of flooding religious error and misunderstanding of the Bible let us not blame God and His word, but with great determination find the truth revealed within the pages of the Holy Bible and unite on that truth to salvation. May God richly bless our efforts to know and do His will.
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Why Care About Anything 2000 Years Old?
B
y Robert Hines
The Bible teaches that the message of Jesus is for all people and all time. Since the very first day it was preached, some 2000 years ago, it was “the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth --- to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people” (Revelation 14:6). It is tempting to dismiss something this old, but there are good reasons to be interested in it. Let us look at some reasons why the gospel of Jesus Christ is never out of date, and why we should consider it carefully. 
1. The nature of truth does not change. Rather than being non-existent or relative it is absolute. Jesus said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31,32). 
2. The nature of evidence does not change. When witnesses are credible, and these gave their lives for their testimony, regardless of its age, we have “many unmistakable proofs” (Acts 1:3) of the accounts. “That which we have seen and heard we declare to you” (1 John 1:3). 
3. Man’s real problem does not change. “Your sins have separated you from your God” (Isaiah 59:2). When we feel loneliness or anger or despair it is because we are incomplete without the reconciliation to God that comes through the gospel of His Son. 
4. God’s unchanging plan is our only real hope. “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins...for the promise is to, you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:37-39). 
I
f we live for our family, our work, our stuff, for learning, for travel, for fun...it’s too little. It’s not enough. When Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10), He pointed us beyond all these things to God Himself, 
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Can you answer this riddle?
  
Three times I have been divided
doing what God had decided.
Twice a garment was the tool
that led me to obey God’s rule.
I was the threshold of new things
and the limit of many kings.
Once God’s son I did embrace.
Once the ark stood in my place.
Never have I walked the ground,
nor in the heavens was I found.
___________________________
______________
F
aith, hope, love,
"And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love." (1 Cor. 13:13)
 
A woman became very ill. After a time of hospitalization she returned home, but was confined to bed. Her eight-year-old daughter was not aware of the terminal status of the illness. This little girl stood outside the bedroom door one afternoon as the doctor, along with her father, visited her mother. She overheard the doctor say, "Yes, I will be frank with you. The time is not too far off. Before the last leaves have gone from the trees you will die." The little girl's presence was not detected. 
Sometime later the father came to the breakfast table to find that his little girl was not there as he had expected. After searching for her, he saw her out in the front yard. His heart was broken as he watched her picking up leaves that had begun to fall. She was using thread to tie them back onto the limbs of the tree. (From Rex 
Humbard
) 
)
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Saltiness
      
By Charlie Brackett
In Mark’s last verse of chapter nine the Lord tells us to have salt in ourselves. Please note. "Salt is good, but if salt loses its flavor, how will you season it. Have salt in yourselves, and have peace with one another." MARK 9:50 (NKJV)
Jesus said a similar thing in His mountain sermon. We have the thought in Matthew 5:13. "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men." Christians are the salt of the earth. Their purpose is the salvation of mankind. By their lives and teaching they preserve those with whom they have contact.
Jesus said, "Salt is good, but if salt loses its flavor, how will you season it?" This reflects a heart that is salted by our own spirit of self-sacrifice, a spirit patterned after the Lord's. As we give up worldly affections, we salt our lives as a sweet sacrifice to God and improve our saltiness for the preservation of those whose lives we touch. It is imperative that a disciple of Christ not lose that saltiness.
If our saltiness is lost, of what use are we? Jesus reminds us that when salt loses the peculiar chemical property which makes it salty, it is useless. There is no way to regain that property. You cannot restore it with another more powerful salt. You cannot treat it with some other chemical. It is good for nothing! We also, as the salt of the earth, will be good for nothing but to be thrown out if we fail in the great cause of saving souls.
In view of the context beginning at verse 38, verse 49 is probably speaking of the trials of life which each believer must face. Listen to Him. "For everyone will be seasoned with fire,.." Fire purifies. Temptations and trials of life are a fire, testing and proving our faith.
Now let's add the rest of the verse. "For everyone will be seasoned with fire, and every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt." Under the Law of Moses, sacrificial offerings to the Lord were seasoned with salt. (Leviticus 2:13) Salt is both a flavoring and a preservative. In this Christian age, Jesus Christ is our offering for sin, but you and I are also sacrificial offerings. Romans 12:1 says, "...present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,.." If I am the sacrifice, what then is the salt with which I am seasoned. The overall context suggests that it is those things I have given up to remove sin from my life. No matter how good my life, it can never be a sacrifice worthy of God. But, as I give up things of this life I hold dear, things which might divert me from godly service, my life is seasoned with grace, made more acceptable as a sacrifice to God.
Can we learn the importance of laying our lives before our God, a sacrifice seasoned to His taste? Can we realize everything we are and do rises to God's nostrils as an odor either of a pleasing sacrifice, or of the rottenness of sin. Which are you?
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To Whose Tune Do You Hearken?
      
By Jonathan 
Perz
In the Brothers Grimm tale The Pied Piper of Hamelin, a small German town overrun with rats calls upon the services of “a tall thin man dressed in brightly colored clothes, with a long feather in his hat, waving a gold pipe at them.” The townspeople offer to pay the piper to remove all of the rats from their town.
The next morning the piper plays an irresistible tune on his pipe, leading the rats down to the river where they are drowned and swept away. The moral of the Brothers Grimm story is not realized in the Piper’s feat, but in the broken promise of the townspeople who fail to make their payment to the piper. At dawn he teaches them a painful lesson when he leads all of their children away and into a mountain never to be seen again.
Though the moral of keeping your promises is a needed one (Jas. 5:12), one can’t help but reflect on the strange tune the piper played that irresistibly led the rats and children out of the town.
Does not Satan have a way of playing just the right irresistible tune to lead us to our destruction?
Sometimes the song Satan plays hits the chords of the “various lusts” that dwell in our hearts (2 Tim. 3:6). Some abandon the Lord’s ways, however clearly expressed, for things as simple as preference of music type or things as destructive as adultery and fornication. Satan knows the song that resonates in your heart and he will not fail to play it.
Likewise, Peter speaks of those who “fail from their own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked” (2 Pet. 3:17). When we become discontent with the truth, Satan plays the songs of error that will lead us away. As Satan has contrived every flavor of error under the sun for our partaking, he has exactly the right tune to lead each of us away should the love of the truth not resonate on our heart (2 Tim. 2:9-12).
The redeemed sing a new song (Rev. 14:3). This song resonates so strongly in their hearts that none will ever separate them from the love of God (Rom. 8:35-39).
, 
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Can you answer this riddle?
  
HOW DID YOU DO?
Three times I have been divided
doing what God had decided.
Twice a garment was the tool
that led me to obey God’s rule.
I was the threshold of new things
and the limit of many kings.
Once God’s son I did embrace.
Once the ark stood in my place.
Never have I walked the ground,
nor in the heavens was I found.
Answer? 
The Jordon river!
______________________________
MODESTY!
As the weather gets warmer remember God's word does 
not change, 
"in like manner 
also, that the women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, 
with propriety and moderation, 
not with braided hair or gold or 
pearls or costly clothing,
10 but, which is proper for 
women professing godliness, 
with good works."
 
     - 
I Timothy 2:9-10
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“DON’T STOP THE PLOW TO KILL A MOUSE!”
By 
Gardner S. Hall
This is an adage. I saw a cartoon, showing two heavy turning plows, two big mules hitched to each plow. Both teams were standing idle while one plowman held up a mouse he had killed and the other was looking o
n with much admiration. 
This is a good illustration on the subject of first things first. Let the less important things wait for the more important things to be done first. I have seen the time when killing a few score rats seemed of just about top priority.  It was necessary to save w
hat the plows had made. 
The gospel plow has been slowed by the tendency on the part of churches to spend "gospel money" on entertainment and fancy buildings.  Spending thousands for fellowship halls, camp grounds, etc., wastes money sorely needed for so
wing the seed of the kingdom. 
But a favorite complaint against us who insist upon close adherence to the Scriptures is that we "major in minors." Or, we "make mountains out of molehills." Or, we "stop the plow to kill a mouse."  A man who preached and who sprinkled water for baptism admitted to me that the Bible teaches that baptism is a burial. But he thought we should just preach to save souls and not to take up valuable time arguing about nonessentials. He thought I was stopping the plow to kill a mouse. That’s what brethren said who introduced the missionary society and instrumental music. They thought brethren who opposed them were wasting time on very insignifi
cant issues. 
Now that institutions of human origin have been built to take the place of the local church, and churches are engaged in recreation and entertainment, many make it a light matter. They do not consider them that important. I hear that some brethren are really opposed to these practices but just do not preach on them. Well, I can see no reason for neglecting preaching on them except that they do not believe they are serious enough to me
rit their attention and time. 
In fact, there is a trend now among many, many preachers to neglect "first principles" or opposition to false doctrines. They preach sermons, with very few exceptions, that any denominational preacher would endorse. They preach on moral issues they can become very excited when a vote on alcoholic beverages is coming up. They can preach fine, inspirational sermons.  But denominational people would never see the differences in their errors and the simple New Testament plan. The preacher who gets down to the detailed errors of denominationalism is, to their w
ay of thinking, killing mice. 
“O, that is such a small insignificant thing. Stop quarreling over non-essentials and join in the fight for the weightier matters of the gospel!"  This is the refuge of all religionists who 
can not
 produce Scripture for their practices, whether denominationalists or erring brethren. Even if departures from truth seem small, others will inevitably follow. We should be diligent to follow the New Testament in everything. And if we once assume an attitude that little errors are not worth bothering with, we are simply preparing ourselves to swallow big errors.
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To Whose Tune Do You Hearken?
By Jonathan 
Perz
In the Brothers Grimm tale The Pied Piper of Hamelin, a small German town overrun with rats calls upon the services of “a tall thin man dressed in brightly colored clothes, with a long feather in his hat, waving a gold pipe at them.” The townspeople offer to pay the piper to remove all of the rats from their town.
The next morning the piper plays an irresistible tune on his pipe, leading the rats down to the river where they are drowned and swept away. The moral of the Brothers Grimm story is not realized in the Piper’s feat, but in the broken promise of the townspeople who fail to make their payment to the piper. At dawn he teaches them a painful lesson when he leads all of their children away and into a mountain never to be seen again.
Though the moral of keeping your promises is a needed one 
(Jas. 5:12)
, one can’t help but reflect on the strange tune the piper played that irresistibly led the rats and children out of the town.
Does not Satan have a way of playing just the right irresistible tune to lead us to our destruction?
Sometimes the song Satan plays hits the chords of the “various lusts” that dwell in our hearts 
(2 Tim. 3:6)
. Some abandon the Lord’s ways, however clearly expressed, for things as simple as preference of music type or things as destructive as adultery and fornication. Satan knows the song that resonates in your heart and he will not fail to play it.
Likewise, Peter speaks of those who “fail from their own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked” 
(2 Pet. 3:17).
 When we become discontent with the truth, Satan plays the songs of error that will lead us away. As Satan has contrived every flavor of error under the sun for our partaking, he has exactly the right tune to lead each of us away should the love of the truth not resonate on our heart 
(2 Tim. 2:9-12)
.
The redeemed sing a new song 
(Rev. 14:3)
. This song resonates so strongly in their hearts that none will ever separate them from the love of God 
(Rom. 8:35-39).
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HE MADE JUST ONE MISTAKE
By John 
Shadowens
1. He brushed his teet
h twice a day with a  nationally advertised toothpaste.
2. The do
ctor examined him twice a year.
3. He slept wi
th a window open for fresh air.
4. He stuck to a diet of 
fresh vegetables.
5. He golfed - but neve
r more than 18 holes at a time.
6. He got at least e
ight hours of sleep each night.
7. He never smoked
 nor drank nor lost his temper.
8
  8
. He was all
 set to live to be a hundred.
The 
funeral was held last Wednesday. He is survived by 18 specialists, 4 health institutes, 2 gymnasiums and numerous manufacturers of 
antiseptics and health foods.
He just made one mistake! He forgot God. He lived as if this world was all that counted. Now he exists with those who say, “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we ar
e not saved” (Jeremiah 8:20).
If you should die tonight, where would you spend eternity?
_________________________________________
Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. 
 
- Proverbs 9:8
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Is It Possible to Preach Christ and Not Preach 
Baptism or the Church?
By Donald 
Townsley
From time to time men set forth the doctrine that we should "preach Christ" and leave the controversial subjects of the plan of salvation and the church alone. Some say, "just preach the man and not the plan"; others says, "preach Christ and not the church." Their idea is that we can get more people to listen to us if we don't identify ourselves with the church of Christ; people are "turned off" by the church, they say. This doctrine is presently being propagated by some and needs to be examined in light of the word of God. Is it possible to "preach the man and not the plan," or to "preach Christ and not the church"? Let us see what we can learn from God's word.
Can One Preach Christ Without Preaching The Plan?
 
The first lesson we all need to learn is that Jesus Christ is revealed to us in the word of God, and to fully preach Christ is to preach him as he is revealed in that Word. Christ is inseparably connected with the Old Testament (
Lk
. 24:44); he was foreshadowed by the Law (Heb. 10:1-4). Christ is inseparably connected with every book of the New Testament. He is the one Lawgiver (Jas. 4:12); the one who authorized it (Matt. 28:18). He is inseparably connected with all his commands, his promises, his warnings, his church, his supper (the Lord's Supper), and his plan of salvation. All this being true, we cannot ignore any pan of what he has said without ignoring that much of Christ. We cannot ignore part of his will and be pleasing in his sight (Jas. 2:10).
Philip is an example of one who preached Christ (Acts 8): "Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them" (Acts 8:5). ". . . But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women" (Acts 8:12). This text says Philip "preached Christ"; what did he preach?
1. "Things concerning the kingdom of God" (the church, Matt. 16:18-19);
2. "The name of Jesus Christ" (Christ's authority, Matt. 28:18);
3. "They believed . . . were baptized. (the plan of salvation, Acts 2:38; Mk. 16:16).
We can see that in preaching Christ, Philip preached the plan of salvation. What did Peter preach on the day of Pentecost? He preached the plan of salvation (Acts 2:22-38). Christ is not fully preached without the plan; man cannot be saved without obedience to that plan (Rom. 6:17; 2 Thess. 1:8), so it is impossible to "preach the man without the plan."
Can One Preach Christ And Not Preach The Church?
 
Christ
 and the church were inseparable in the eternal purpose of God (Eph. 3:9-11), and one cannot preach Christ without preaching his church. When Philip preached Christ in Samaria he preached the church ("the things concerning the kingdom of God, " Acts 8:5,12).
 
One cannot preach on the blood of Christ and not preach the church. Paul taught that the church was purchased with the blood of Christ (Eph. 5:25; Acts 20:28). The church, therefore, is inseparably connected with the blood of Christ; to be bought with the blood of Christ is to be in his church. We contact the blood of Christ in baptism (Rom. 6:3) and enter the body, the church, by baptism (1 Cor. 12:13); when we are baptized we are bought with the blood of Christ (1 Cor. 6:20), and are added to his church (Acts 2:47). That which Christ purchased with his blood was his church (Acts 20:28), and one cannot fully preach what the New Testament teaches concerning the blood of Jesus Christ without preaching his church.
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One cannot preach salvation in Christ without preaching salvation in the church. The apostle Paul said that salvation is in Christ (2 Tim. 2: 10) and that the church, the body of Christ, is the fullness of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23); so every blessing in 
Christ is enjoyed in the church.
Paul told the Ephesians that Christ is the Savior of the body 
(Eph. 5:23)
, and Luke said that the saved are added to the church 
(Acts 2:47)
. Since salvation is in Christ 
(2 Tim. 2:10)
; the church is the body of Christ 
(Eph. 1:22-23)
; Christ is the Savior of the body 
(Eph. 5:23)
; and the saved are added to the church 
(Acts 2:47)
, then it follows that salvation is in the church. One cannot, therefore, preach salvation in Christ without preaching salvation in the church.
One cannot preach glory to God in Christ without preaching the church. One cannot give glory to God in Christ without being in the church. Paul said in 
Ephesian
 3:21:
 "Unto him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations 
for ever
 and ever" (ASV). When one is baptized he is baptized into Christ 
(Gal. 3:27)
, into the body of Christ 
(1 Cor. 12:13),
 and it is God's will that he (God) be glorified in the church and in Christ.
The importance of the church is seen when we consider that:
1. Christ purchased it - gave himself for it 
(Eph. 5:25; Acts 20:28).
2. Christ loved it 
(Eph. 5:25)
.
3. Christ is the Savior of it 
(Eph. 5:23
).
4. Christ sanctified and cleansed it 
(Eph. 5:26).
5. Christ is the head of it 
(Eph. 1:22-23).
6. It is the fullness of Christ 
(Eph. 1:22-23).
7. Christ and the church are one 
(Eph. 5:31-32).
8. Christ will present it to himself a glorious church 
(Eph. 5:27).
I believe you can see from this short examination of the Scriptures that one cannot fully preach Christ without preaching the plan of salvation and the church. To be ashamed of the church is to be ashamed of Christ because the church is his body 
(Eph. 1:22-23)
. Let us never think we can preach Christ and not preach his church. The church is the pillar and ground of the truth 
(1 Tim. 3:15
). Let us never be guilty of trying to separate Christ and his church; it is an impossibility if we walk in truth.
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WHAT IS IT?
When asked this riddle, 80% of kindergarten students got the answer, compared to 17% of Stanford University seniors. 
What is greater than God
  
More evil than the devil
      
The poor have it
       
The rich need it
And if you eat it, you'll die? 
_________________________________________
You can do it!
"I can do all things through Christ w
ho strengthens me." - Philippians 4:13.
Some do not become Christians because they think they won't be able to remain faithful. Others, for the same reason, give up in despair. Jesus would say, "O ye of little faith." The Lord gives strength and help. To think otherwise is to distrust God. Christians are kept by the power of God through faith (1 Pet. 1:5; Phil. 2:13). God commands nothing unreasonable (Rom. 12:1), nor does He demand too much (1 John 5:3) He knows we will not be perfect (1 John 1:8-9), but He wants us to try. The "fearful" or "cowardly" will have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone (Rev. 21:8). 
Sometimes people must drive their cars toward home on a dark and treacherous night. They can't see all the way home before they start, neither can they see every curve, dangerous place, or the on-coming traffic from the beginning, but they start. They will travel across those things as they come to them, and with the blessing of God, return home safely. So it is in living the Christian life. 
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Soul Nourishment
 
By Irvin 
Himmel
Moral statements and positions will, necessarily, impact political issues. This is not because morality is inherently political, but because government has the task of recognizing the difference between good and evil, so moral issues will have to be dealt with 
(Rom
ans
 13:3-4)
.
 This means that, contrary to what is so often stated and argued, morality will be legislated by government, and it will be legislated from a worldview that either recognizes the significance of God or not. To say that God needs to be kept out of politics, then, is to default to the secularized view of morality; and secularized morality will then be legislated. Why is it that people default to keeping God out of it instead of keeping the secularized views of reality out of it? And why do some Christians seem to be buying into all of this? 
We need to see what has happened here. Many have bought into the notions that 1) God and religion must be kept out of politics, and 2) morality is not something that can be legislated. In fact, both are false. God is never out of politics, and we are fooling ourselves if we think so, given that God rules in the kingdoms of men. Every worldview says something about God. If a worldview says there is no God, then a notion of God is still a part of the position, and actions will be taken that demonstrate that disbelief. Further, every law is a legislation of morality in one form or another; there is no way around it. The question is, will the legislation come from those whose worldview respects God as the foundation or not? 
I don’t say all of this in order to argue that Christians need to get more political. I’m arguing that Christians need to say more about God and morality in every area of life. We don’t check our God at the door when we enter a political arena, and we don’t set aside godly morals when we engage the culture. We don’t take a moral view of something based on politics, but surely our political views ought to be based on godly morality. The point then is not that we need more political activists. The point is that we need to be more engaged in the moral discussions of our culture and take a stand for what is right, regardless of political fallout. In other words, it’s not about being political; it’s about standing for what’s right in the middle of a crooked and perverse generation. 
Even more, we need to hold up the gospel itself to the world. The answer 
to our problems is not to vote in or out this or that politician. No 
government in history has been a bastion of godliness, and I 
don’t expect that to change. The answer is always where it 
has been: in Christ. The problems of this world won’t be 
fixed by human government, but by the gospel. “The 
kingdoms of earth pass away one by one, but the kingdom 
of heaven remains.”
So Christians should be concerned with 1) holding out 
the gospel to a lost world, and 2) standing up for Christ 
and His morality. It’s not politics. It’s just what’s right.
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Your Wreckage Can 
                    
be Repaired!
      
By Gary Henry
 “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life” (1 Timothy 1:15,16).
Under the influence of the gospel, Saul became a radically different man. The change was not superficial or temporary; it was deep and lasting. And later, writing now as Paul the apostle, he could offer himself as an example to prove just how sinful a person can be and still be saved by the gospel: “I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.” If the prosecutor’s charge is that a truly wicked person can never change, Paul is “Exhibit A” to the contrary. He is a courage-giving example to anyone who has ever worried that they might be a hopeless case or a lost cause.
Most people, if they’re honest, know what it’s like to struggle with deeply ingrained character flaws. As we struggle to remove these flaws, we become frustrated. In time, we may come to doubt that real change is even possible. Sometimes we start thinking that way because we’ve been influenced by a determinism which says that at birth we are already “determined” — i.e., whatever we are, that’s what we’ll always be. At other times, we may be plagued with a victim mentality. We see ourselves as the victims of circumstances and influences that are more than we can handle.
My suspicion, however, is that most of the time our problem is just plain discouragement. The devil fights against us with a war of attrition; he keeps coming back, coming back, and coming back, trying to wear us down. After a while, our cause looks like it’s lost.
But the great hope of the gospel is that, while life lasts, none of us is a lost cause. Our defeats need not be final. Our failures need not be fatal. Real change for the better is always possible.
Whoever you are, my friend, believe this: your wreckage can be repaired. If God can turn a fire-breathing, murderous Pharisee into the great apostle of grace, he can surely help you get pointed in the right direction. Your fate is not fixed, and you’re not just a victim. You are a living person capable of great growth.
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WHAT IS IT?
When asked this riddle, 80% of kindergarten students got the answer, compared to 17% of Stanford University seniors. 
What is greater than God
  
More evil than the devil
      
The poor have it
       
The rich need it
And if you eat it, you'll die? 
The answer? 
NOTHING!
_________________________________________
Remember 
our
                  
Gospel Meeting
May 12-15
Speaker: J.R. Bronger
Invite your friend and neighbors!
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The Challenges of Prosperity
B
y Greg 
Gwin
There is no debate -- all agree -- the evidence is abundantly clear. We are the richest people who have ever lived in the history of the world. We are more prosperous than any society that has ever existed, and we are more materially blessed than any other people living today. These indisputable facts should prompt several necessary responses from us: 
Thanksgiving: We should never imagine that all of this abundance has resulted from our own initiative and effort. Instead, we must realize that our unique situation has resulted from many things done by others that have preceded us. Ultimately God deserves the credit for "every good gift" (James 1:17). Be thankful! 
Benevolence: "But whoso hath this world's good, and 
seeth
 his brother have need, and 
shutteth
 up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth
 the love of God in him?" (1 John 3:17). In our prosperity, let us not forget to look for opportunities to "do good unto all men" (Galatians 6:10). Surely God will not hold us guiltless if we hoard our wealth and refuse to assist the legitimately needy. 
Liberality: In the episode of the widow's mites (Mark 12:41-44), Jesus commended the widow for her sacrificial giving while noting that others had only given of their abundance. What about us? In regards to our giving to the Lord's work, are we sacrificial? Or, do we only give what's left over after we have spent for everything else that we want? 
Caution: Jesus said: "Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life 
consisteth
 not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth
" (Luke 12:15). If there ever was a people that need this warning, it's US. There's a great danger that we will begin to measure our life by money and things instead of recognizing the true value of our spiritual service to God. Be careful. Don't let prosperity cause you to set the wrong priorities in your life. God must be first - always! 
Our great prosperity poses tremendous challenges to us all. Think! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Remember our
Gospel Meeting
May 12-15
Speaker: J.R. Bronger
Invite your friend
s
 and neighbors!
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You Can Understand the Bible For Yourself
B
y Phillip Mullins
One of the greatest misconceptions about the Bible is that it is a locked book. The average person is believed to be shut out from comprehending its message. It is thought to be too mysterious, too difficult for the common man or woman to understand. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. The apostle Paul was one of the individuals who was chosen to write down the message of Christ for the New Testament. The word of Christ was revealed to Paul by the Holy Spirit. The gospel had been hidden for years like a mystery, but it was now being unveiled for all to see and know. Speaking of the gospel, Paul wrote, "how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I wrote before in a few words, by which when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)," (Ephesians 3:3-4). 
The Bible was not written to stump man or frustrate him in any way. Certainly there are sections of it that are challenging and even parts that leave most of us at a loss as to what it is about. Yet, the vast majority of what is found in the Bible is understandable for anyone. 
God's supreme intelligence makes the Bible understandable. He knows how we reason and communicate and He has constructed it in such a way that we can comprehend it. It is filled with narrative, illustrations, and colorful language that makes it easier for us to relate to what is being
 
said. Though He is so far above us, God has always been able to connect with man if man was willing to listen. 
You don't have to have some special teacher to unlock the secrets of the Bible for you. You may benefit from another's assistance, but you can read the Bible for yourself. You do, however, have to make an effort and invest some time into studying the Bible in order to understand it. Like learning anything new, you will struggle at first. Yet, if you are committed and stick to it, you will
 
soon begin to see it come together. You will discover that the Bible is fascinating and enlightening. You will find that it is understandable and that it is the word of eternal life (John 6:63). 
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LOVE YOUR ENEMY!
"Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 'Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,' says the Lord. Therefore 'If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.' Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." (Rom. 12:19-21) 
In the days of the American Revolutionary War there lived at Ephrata, Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by the name of Peter Miller who enjoyed the friendship of General Washington. There also dwelt in that town one Michael 
Wittman
, an evil-minded man who did all in his power to abuse and oppose this pastor. One day Michael 
Wittman
 was involved in treason and was arrested and sentenced to death. The old preacher started out on foot and walked the whole seventy miles to Philadelphia to plead for this man's life. He was admitted into Washington's presence and at once begged for the life of the traitor. Washington said, "No, Peter, I cannot grant you the life of your friend." The preacher exclaimed, "My friend? He is the bitterest enemy I have." Washington cried, "What? You've walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in a different light. I will grant the pardon." And he did. And Peter Miller took Michael 
Wittman
 from the very shadow of death back to his own home in Ephrata -- no longer as an enemy, but as a friend. (From 
The Grace of Giving
, by Stephen 
Olford
) 
________________________________________
He who has knowledge spares his words, And a man of understanding is of a calm spirit. - Proverbs 17:27
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The Work of the New Testament Church
B
y Frank 
Himmel
Surveying the religious landscape you will find churches sponsoring ball teams, building gymnasiums and bowling alleys, offering day care, diet and exercise programs and musical and dramatic performances, and engaged in political activism. In contrast, when you read the New Testament you discover that the work of the church was spiritual in nature. 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). Paul wrote that “the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). The universal church (i.e., the body of all saved people) has no earthly organization. Thus, any discussion of the work of the church would only concern the local church (congregation). 
The work of local churches is found in the New Testament and is very simple in nature. 
Preaching the Gospel - The Work of Evangelism The church at Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas away to preach the gospel (Acts 13:2-3). When they returned, they gathered the church and “reported all that God had done with them, and that he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27). The new congregation at Thessalonica was commended by Paul because “from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth” (1 Thessalonians 1:8). The church at Philippi had “fellowship in the gospel” with Paul (Philippians 1:5) and “sent once and again for my necessities” (Philippians 4:15-16). Indeed, the church is the “pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). Evangelism is the very life’s blood of the local church. 
Edification - The Work of Growth Paul wrote that God had provided everything necessary for the “equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12). Christians must be taught the word of God so that they may “grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ.” Each member of the body is then to contribute his strength for the “growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:15-16). To that end, local churches should plan occasions for the gospel to be preached, Bible classes, training sessions, and suitable worship periods so that every local member may be challenged to reach his/her full potential as mature and knowledgeable disciples. 
Benevolence - The Work of Relief Early in the history of the church at Jerusalem there was an occasion when some of the believers experienced need. On a voluntary basis, that need was met as some Christians even sold property to provide assistance (Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-37). Later there were a great number of widows in need, and the church appointed special servants to administer this service (Acts 6:1-7). No outside organizations were needed. The church did not seek government assistance. The church simply took care of its own. Later there was a case of greater need than the local church could meet (because of a famine), and congregations as far away as Greece sent messengers with their help. Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-3; 2 Corinthians 8 and 9; Romans 15:26-27. Family members were first to provide for their own (1 Timothy 5:8). “If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those that are really widows” (1 Timothy 5:16). What a contrast this is to the frantic promotion of the social gospel activities found among the many churches today. Let the church be the church. Let it do the divine work for which it was appointed. 
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Check out our new website:
www.ch-coc.com
_______________________
_______________
“Forever”
B
y Greg 
Gwin
A highway billboard down the road advertises for a local restaurant. Along with promises of "good home 
cookin
" and "friendly service” is the proclamation "OPEN FOREVER”. This caught our eye. It was not the typical “open 24 hours per day", or "open seven days per week". This was a far bolder claim. Forever, as you know, is a very long time! 
While we may chuckle at, and even appreciate, the originality of the folks at that restaurant, we know - and surely they know - that nothing in this world is forever. James wrote: "Come now, you who say 'today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit'. Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then 
vanisheth
 away” (James 4:13,14 NASV).
Sadly, too many of God's own children – who are supposed to know better – still act as though their plans, their activities, and their very lives will go on forever. These Christians become totally involved with their work, their recreation, making money, having fun, etc. In the process they woefully neglect their spiritual service to God. Can it be that they have forgotten that nothing here is forever? 
Jesus told of a successful businessman who said to himself, I have "much goods laid up for many years; take 
thine
 ease, eat, drink, and be merry”. He imagined that his prosperity could last “forever”. But God said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee” (Luke 12:16-21). Many still need that lesson. 
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Do you know the answer?
I'm harder to control than a wild horse; sometimes I cause you to feel remorse. I can start a raging forest fire; or help you make yourself a liar. I can be the source of venomous stings; or heal one lacking joyful things. 
In strength it's true I'm quite unique. In size I'm small so to speak. Who/what am I?
_____________________
My son, eat honey because it is good, And the honeycomb which is sweet to your taste; So shall the knowledge of wisdom be to your soul; If you have found it, there is a prospect, And your hope will not be cut off.
     - 
Proverbs 24:13-14
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Belief and Truth
                                                                                                                                   
B
y Irvin 
Himmel
No matter what your present belief, in this short essay I want to set before you the truth. Please study carefully the following points about belief and its relation to truth.
Believing Something Does Not Make It The Truth
The aged Jacob believed the story his sons told him which insinuated that their brother Joseph had been devoured by an evil beast 
(Gen. 37:31-35)
. So sincere was Jacob in that belief, and so emotionally moved by what he believed, he rent his clothes, put on sackcloth, mourned for many days, and refused the comfort offered by other members of the family. Young Joseph was not dead although his ;father sincerely believed he had been killed. Joseph was very much alive!
Saul of Tarsus strongly and earnestly believed in his early life that Jesus of Nazareth was an impostor, not the real Christ. He "verily thought" that he ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus 
(Acts 26:9)
. Saul's belief that Jesus was a fake did not make Him a pretender.
Truth is not determined by what someone chooses to believe. One may elect to believe the Book of Mormon, but that does not make the Book of Mormon true. One may choose to believe that the Pope of Rome is the Vicar of Christ, but believing it does not make it so. Some people believe man has the same nature of a beast and no other nature, but their belief does not make it true that man is wholly a material being. A lot of people believe miracles are being performed today (tongues, healing, prophecy, etc.), but their belief, which sometimes moves them in emotional experiences, does not make it true.
Failure To Believe Something Does Not Keep It From Being The Truth
Many of the Jews refused to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, even after He had preached to them, worked signs and wonders among them, and had demonstrated supernatural insight, but their lack of faith did not change the truth about His identity. Jesus explained, "for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins" 
(John 8:24)
. The truth about His 
Sonship
 did not depend on their belief in Him.
There are people who today refuse to believe there is a hell. They suppose that God thinks as men think, and in their human reasoning they cannot rationalize the idea of eternal punishment. But remember this: refusal to believe there is a hell does not keep the doctrine of hell from being the truth.
Some men refuse to believe there is a God. These men are called atheists. They suppose there is no being higher than humanity. This idea leaves them without any feeling of accountability to anyone except themselves. Refusal to believe in God does not change the fact that God exists and men are responsible to Him for their deeds.
Truth is determined by what the Scriptures teach, not by what someone believes, or refuses to believe. Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" 
(Mk. 16:16)
; that is the truth, and if every person on earth refused to accept it, that teaching of Jesus would still be the truth.
                                   >>>
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One Must Believe The Truth To Be Saved
Jesus said, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" 
(John 8:32)
. "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth" 
(John 17:17)
. Paul spoke of the "word of truth" as the "gospel of your salvation" 
(Eph. 1:13)
. He explained that we are chosen to salvation "through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth" 
(2 Thess. 2:13)
.
This New Testament teaching is a far cry from the popular notion that it really does not make a lot of difference what one believes. Some have the idea that one can believe to a large degree whatever he wants to believe and still go to heaven. To such persons it matters not whether one believes baptism is essential to salvation or is a mere symbol of salvation; whether one believes in the impossibility of apostasy or that a child of God can fall away; whether one believes in immersion only or sprinkling, pouring, and immersion; whether one believes in tithing or giving according to ability; whether one believes Christians should keep the Sabbath (Saturday) or assemble for worship on the first day (Sunday); whether one believes Christ was born of a virgin or not; whether one believes in one faith or many faiths; etc., etc.
Refusal To Believe The Truth Brings Condemnation
Paul wrote about certain persons who did not love the truth, explaining, "And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness" 
(2 Thess. 2:10-12)
. We cannot obey the truth if we do not learn it and believe it. The word of God warns that people "who do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness," will receive indignation and wrath in the day of judgment 
(Rom. 2:8)
.
James taught that if one, errs from the truth and is turned back (converted), a soul is saved from death 
(Jas. 5:19, 20)
. This implies that if one turns from the truth he is headed for eternal death.
Truth is fixed by the word of God. Truth does not depend on what you and I believe or refuse to believe, but our eternal security does depend on our believing that which is the truth and not turning from that truth.
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Do you know the answer?
I'm harder to control than a wild horse; sometimes I cause you to feel remorse. I can start a raging forest fire; or help you make yourself a liar. I can be the source of venomous stings; or heal one lacking joyful things. 
In strength it's true I'm quite unique. In size I'm small so to speak. Who/what am I?
The answer? The tongue!
_____________________
Let no one despise your youth, but 
         
be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, 
          
in faith, in purity.
 - I Timothy 4:12
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Every Man in His Place
By Irvin 
Himmel
In the days of the Judges, God allowed the Israelites to be oppressed by the 
Midianites
 for seven years. This affliction brought God's people to their knees in repentance. A deliverer was chosen by the Lord to lead Israel against 
Midian
. The chosen leader was named Gideon.
With 32,000 men, Gideon made preparations to wage war against the 
Midianites
. God told him he had too many men. Large numbers mean nothing as God appraises things. Israel would have been lifted up with pride if the victory had been gained through the use of such a sizeable force. God told Gideon to let all who were fearful and afraid go home. That culled out 22,000!
The remaining force of 10,000 was still too large. God told Gideon to bring his men down to the water and put them to the test. All who bowed down upon their knees to drink were to be sent away. Gideon was told to retain the men who put their hand to the mouth, lapping the water from the hand with the tongue. The water test eliminated all of Gideon's army except 3000.
Gideon took the 300 men who remained and divided them into three companies. Each man was told to take a trumpet and a pitcher with a torch inside it. In the middle of the night Gideon's men quietly came close to the 
Midianite
 encampment and completely surrounded it. The torches were concealed inside the earthenware pitchers. When Gideon gave the signal, suddenly every man was to blow his trumpet then break his pitcher and hold his torch high, crying out, "The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon." The unexpected noise and commotion coming from all sides of the 
Midianite
 camp awakened the enemy, and in whatever direction he looked, torches were burning and men were shouting. Panic followed! The 
Midianites
 began slaying each other. Through this strategy and with God's help, Israel was delivered from the oppressor.
How important it was that Gideon's 300 men follow instructions. They had to move quickly and silently for the plan to work. The Bible says, "And they stood every man in his place round about the camp . . ." 
(Judges 7:21)
. If one man had dropped his pitcher and broken it before everybody was in position, the scheme would have failed because the enemy would have been alerted. Every man had to know his position, be in his place and ready to act according to the directions previously received, and stay in his place until Gideon was ready for his men to move against the confused 
Midianites
.
This thrilling chapter of Old Testament history offers a timely lesson. Today, we need to find our place and stand in it. There is a work for which all are suited, but not everyone is capable of doing the same job. Sometimes a person is a good worker, honest, conscientious, dependable, and eager to do his best, but he may never be well-suited for the particular task he is undertaking. Problems often arise in business relationships because someone is out of place. Our ambitions sometimes surpass our abilities. Happy is the person who knows both his powers and his limitations, and who wisely finds the kind of work for which he is best equipped.
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A good preacher may not do his best work in every field. Some good preachers are misfits in certain localities. It is fortunate when a preacher finds the kind of place for which he is best suited.
In the church of the living God, everyone needs to recognize his proper place and stay in that place.
Elders need to stay in their place. The overseers of a congregation are not dictators. Their place is not to make laws. Jesus Christ is the lawgiver. Elders are shepherds, but they are under Christ who is the Chief Shepherd. The oversight of an eldership is limited to the flock over which they are given the charge. Elders have no place meddling in the private business or personal affairs of the members of the congregation.
Deacons need to stay in their place. Deacons are qualified servants, not overseers of the church. In some congregations there is not a particle of difference between what the elders do and what the deacons do. While elders and deacons should work together closely, the differences in their qualifications and functions should not be ignored.
Preachers need to stay in their place. It is disgusting to me that some preachers seem to feel that they should oversee the flock. Although we cry out against the denominational "pastor system," it is just possible that some of us accept it in effect. Preachers are to preach and teach, not set themselves over the elders, nor act as if having pontifical authority. This is not to say that a man could not be both a preacher and an elder if qualified and if chosen to be an elder, but I am saying that being a preacher does not entitle a man to usurp the eldership.
Women need to stay in their place. The Bible puts limitations on women as to their work in the Lord. A woman is not to exercise dominion over the man 
(1 Tim. 2:12)
. Women are not authorized to be public 
proclaimers
 of the gospel. They cannot be elders in the church. Woman has a noble and glorious work in God's kingdom, but she must stand in her place.
May we all study to find our place and recognize the importance of staying in our place. We find true happiness ourselves and we contribute to the joy of others by standing in our place.
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Show Me Your Friends...
B
y Andrew Roberts
The Spanish novelist Miguel de Cervantes wrote, "Tell me what company thou 
keepest
, and I’ll tell thee what thou art." Cervantes was not a prophet, he simply understood the strong influence friends exert over our lives. You can tell a lot about a person by the company they keep. Scripture brings this truth to light. 
Show me your friends...
 
And I’ll show you your religious convictions. David wrote, "I am a companion of all who fear You/ And of those who keep Your precepts" (Ps. 119:63). Our companions will help or hinder us in letting our light shine, doing good works, devotion to God and in getting to heaven. We ought to be concerned if we realize all our close friends are either godless or involved in false religion. 
And I’ll show you your favorite activities. Proverbs 23:19-21, "Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide 
thine
 heart in the way. Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: for the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man in rags." We do things with our friends. Obviously, we do not choose friends so we can AVOID them. We want to spend time with them and generally pursue common interests. Are you involved with the party-hard, drunken, drug-using crowd? Well, guess what that makes you. 
And I’ll show you how you value wisdom. "He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed" (Prov. 13:20). Your friends encourage you in the direction they are heading. The company you keep is commentary on your current values and a variable in future decisions. Thus you want to be with those who show wisdom and set goals for their future. Don’t be with those who can’t see past the weekend.
And I’ll show you your feelings about proper speech. "In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is wise" (Prov. 10:19). Some people’s mouths are a hotbed for sin: gossip, profanity, anger, criticism. Let us remember, "Evil company corrupts good habits" (1 Cor. 15:33). 
What do your friends say about you? 
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Sinful Pride
B
y R. J. Evans
"Pride is spiritual cancer: it eats up the very possibility of love, or contentment, or even common sense."  — C. S. Lewis
Pride is a sin that is condemned many times in the Bible, yet it is so deceptive and insidious that it threatens all of us in various ways. It is such a dangerous sin, because it is so easily seen  and loathed in others, but rarely recognized in one’s own life.
The sin of pride has kept multitudes of individuals from obeying God and faithfully doing His will. The first thing required of any person who would please God is to humble himself. And pride keeps so many from ever doing what God has commanded in such passages as 
James 4:10
: “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, And He will lift you up.” 
God’s attitude toward pride is expressed in such passages  as  
Proverbs 16:5
: “Everyone who is proud  in heart is an abomination to the Lord.” One of the seven abominations that God   hates  is  “A proud look” 
(Prov. 6:17).
Even when we have done some good deed, we must be careful not to allow pride to step in and cause us to “blow our own horn” — “do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” 
(Matt. 6:3)
. The Bible says, “Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth; A stranger, and not    your own lips” 
(Prov. 27:2)
. In other words, if there is a reason we should be praised, let it be done by our friends, brethren or companions with modesty. We may have done something worthwhile, but let us not forget that the value of the deed may be grossly inflated in our own minds.  But, in the minds of our listeners, the deed, no matter how good, may not be accepted for the value we perceive it to have. So when we do our good works and good deeds, don’t exaggerate, overstate or magnify them—they may become the biggest enemy we have—don’t nourish them by boasting! If they are truly worthwhile, the world will know about it.  Then we can graciously receive commendation, and retain the utmost respect in doing so.
Someone has said that pride is “the welcome mat to every spiritual prison cell.” Pride can be such a stronghold — it cheats wherever it plays.  Let us all be mindful that "Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall" and "Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall"  
(Prov. 16:18; 1 Cor. 10:12).
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Check out our website:
CH-
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Warning!
B
y Rick Duggin
The average consumer should feel insulted over the silly warning labels that accompany many products.  
On a blanket from Taiwan: Not to be used as protection from a tornado. This is good to know.  
On a fireplace log: Caution — Risk of Fire. Who would have thought it?  
On a string of Chinese made Christmas lights: For indoor or outdoor use only. This narrows our options.  
Warning on a cartridge for a laser printer: Do not eat toner. 
Perhaps these warnings should come with a warning: Do not take this warning seriously. Unfortunately, frivolous warnings disarm us. They tend to make us suspicious of all warnings. This is tragic. We must take God’s warnings seriously. 
In the Old Testament, the Lord warned Israel, “You shall not add to the word which 1 command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). 
Embedded within this warning is the revelation that adding to or taking from His words results in keeping something other than the word of God. 
Agur
 adds a similar warning in Proverbs 30:6: Do not add to His words, lest He reprove you, and you be found a liar.” We could be guilty of adding to His word by writing additional chapters or books. But we can violate this passage without going to that much trouble. Any time we substitute human wisdom for divine truth, we add to His word. 
If someone objects that these are Old Testament passages, the New Testament offers the same warning. “As I urged you when I went into Macedonia —remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine” (1 Timothy 1:3). 
Those who fail to abide in the teaching of Christ do not have God (2 John 9). This means that if something is unauthorized by the Scriptures, we must leave it alone. Otherwise, we are no different from rebels who practice lawlessness – and that’s not a frivolous warning! 
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All roads lead to God
?
"Then His disciples came and said to Him, 'Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?' But He answered and said, 'Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.'" (Matt. 15:12-13) 
I'm always taken aback by anyone who thinks all roads lead to God, that all religions are equally valid. Nobody believes that about anything else. I wonder why anybody believes that about religion. Last summer, I had to have a root canal. It wasn't as bad as I had been told, but there are more fun ways to spend a summer morning. If my 
endodontist
 had said, "You know, Mr. 
Elzinga
, it really doesn't matter how I do a root canal. Eventually, all roads lead to that problem tooth. I can go directly to the tooth, or I can go in through your ear, or I can go in through your nostril, or I can drill into your neck and work my way back up to that gum," at that point, I would look for a new oral surgeon! (From Kenneth G. 
Elzinga
) 
_________________________________________
You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.
 
- James 2:24
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THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM
By Derek Long
Abraham is spoken of as the father of the faithful (Romans 4:16; Galatians 3:7, 29). The Bible spends more time talking about Abraham than Abel, Enoch, or Noah (the previous three individuals mentioned in Hebrews 11). Abraham’s faith led him to be referred to as the friend of God (James 2:23; 2 Chronicles 20:7; Isaiah 41:8). Hebrews 11:8-19 gives us a description of the faith of Abraham. It says, “
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God ... Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude - innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called,’ concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense
.” Two major events in the life of Abraham are referenced by the writer of Hebrews which demonstrate the faith of Abraham. What lessons can we learn from these two events in the life of Abraham? 
Bible faith is one which obeys God. Many people want to speak about being people of faith but fail to see the importance of obeying God. Obedience is an essential part of a saving faith. James 2 makes the point a faith without works of obedience is dead and will not save anyone. James uses the example of Abraham as an example of someone who demonstrated his faith by obeying God. “
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.’ And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only
” (James 2:21-24). Works of obedience are necessary if we are going to be justified in the sight of God. Just as Abraham’s faith led him to obey the command of God to leave his homeland and to offer Isaac upon the altar, o
ur faith must obey God today. 
Faith does not need all the answers to every question. Abraham did not know specifically where he was going when God called him to leave his homeland but he went. Abraham trusted God to fulfill His promises through Isaac even if Isaac was slain on the altar because of his faith in God. Are we willing to obey God even if we have questions about the command we might not have an answer to? Are we willing to trust God’s promises even if we do not see exactly how the promise is going to be fulfilled? 
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Faith looks to eternal things and not to earthly things. Abraham was truly looking for a heavenly city or country to dwell in not an earthly land of promise. Does our faith cause us to lay up treasures in heaven instead of treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19-21)? Does our faith cause us to think more about things above than things on the earth (Colossians 3:1-2)? Does our faith cause us to long for a heavenly home more than a home upon this earth? 
Abraham did not live a sinless life. His righteousness was not due to the fact he flawlessly kept God’s commandments. Genesis 12 and 20 record for us times in Abraham’s life where he engaged in deception regarding Sarah being his wife. Abraham was not 
sinlessly
 perfect and thus he did not earn his justification on the basis of his works as Romans 4:1-4 points out, “
What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.’ Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt
.” Abraham’s obedient faith led him to be justified in God’s sight. If we are going to be justified, we must have an obedient faith as well (Romans 1:16-17).
______________________________________
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ch-coc.
com
     
 
 
) (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
Can you find them?                  
There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "The books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight." Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus; there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found. God Bless.
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What Would They Say?
B
y 
Johnie
 Edwards
Suppose that what others think and say about us would be the determining factor as to where we spend eternity? What would others say about you?
1) What would your children say? Parents have grave responsibilities in bringing their children up in the admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). Would your children put in a good word for you at the judgment if it were needed? Would they say you spent time with them in “training them in the way they should go”? (Prov. 22:6). Do your children think you set a good example for them (Matt. 5:13-16)? Would you go to heaven or hell if what your own children say about you decided it? 
2) What would your spouse say? Husbands and wives must have the proper love and respect for each other (Eph. 5:22-31). How husbands and wives treat each other may well determine their eternal destiny! If what your spouse thinks and says of you in judgment is considered, how would it go? Husbands and wives need to live as to be “heirs together of the grace of life...” (I Pet. 3:7).
3) What would your employer say? We are commanded to work (Eph. 4:28; I Thess. 4:11-12). We need to put in a honest day’s work for an honest day’s pay! Many employees sleep on the job, steal from the company, and work as little as possible to get by. If your employer’s check sheet determined your eternal destiny—where would it be? 
4) What would your parents say? Young people must accept responsibility for themselves. The young need to be taught to honor, respect and obey their parents (Eph. 6:1-3). What do your parents really think of you? Have you brought shame and disgrace on them? If, in judgment, the word of your parents decided your fate, what would it be? 
5) What would your neighbors say? The Lord used the relationship of a neighbor to teach a lesson (
Lk
. 10:36). Do you treat your neighbors as you wish to be treated? Have you tried to teach them the gospel? What would they say of you in judgment? 
6) What would God say? The most important thing will be, what will God say? We will be judged by the word of God (Jn. 12:48; Rom. 2:16).
____________________________________________________________________________________
 
"But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
                  
some thirty." - Matthew 13:23
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NO PROBLEM!
By Irvin 
Himmel
When a person is eager to learn the way of salvation and is willing to accept the word of God as the final authority, there is no problem in teaching him what to do to be saved. 
When differences arise among brethren and all have a humble attitude, and there is a sincere desire for peace and unity, and all parties want to follow God's word, the settlement is no problem.
When a person genuinely believes that Jesus is the Son of God and wants to yield in submission to Christ, once he is shown the Lord commands baptism for the remission of sins, because he is honest and longs to go to heaven, there is no problem getting him to be baptized. 
When a worshiper comes into the assembly with the right attitude of heart, there is no problem if the song leader misses the pitch on one of the hymns or if the building is too warm, or if the janitor has missed some cobwebs over the pulpit. 
Many of the problems that arise are the bitter fruit of improper thinking!
 
______________________________________
You Finish This Story . . .
There was once a congregation in which every member was just like you. Each one cooperated and supported every phase of the work just like you. Everyone worked as hard and attended the same services and gospel meetings that you did. The elders, deacons, and preachers were all as interested in the church as you are. They put the same emphasis on recreation, business, and other material affairs that you do. Each member contributed monetarily just like you do. Within a year or so, this congregation
...
Something to 
think about!
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Did you find them?                  
There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? This is 
a mos
t re
mark
able puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolu
lu, ke
eping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some friends...One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his 
john
 boat. Another friend studied it while playing his ban
jo, El
aine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend 
judges
 the 
job
 of solving this puzzle so involving, s
he brews
 a cup of tea to help her nerv
es. Ther
e will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a f
act. S
ome people, however, will soon find themselves in a 
jam, es
pecially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. T
ruth
fully, f
rom ans
wers we get, we are forced to admi
t it us
ually takes a minister or a scholar t
o see
 some of the
m at the w
orst. Research has shown that something in our 
genes is
 responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta 
Phi lemon
ade booth set a new record. The local paper, The 
Chronicle, s
urveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As 
Daniel
 Huma
na hum
bly puts it, "The books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight." T
hose a
ble to find all of them will hear great 
lamentations
 from those who have to be shown. One 
revelation
 that may help is that books like 
Timothy
 and 
Samuel
 may occur without their 
numbers
. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are nor
mal. A chi
pper attitude will help you com
pete r
eally well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad 
exodus
, there really are 30 books of the Bible lur
king s
omewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found. God Bless.
)
































[image: ]
















 (
Chapman Highway  church of Christ
7604 Chapman Hwy.
Knoxville, TN. 37920
865-573-6638
Visit our website:
www.ch-coc
.com
) (
Regular scheduled services:
Sunday:
9:30
 AM
10:3
0 AM
5
:00  PM
Wednesday:
7:00
  PM
Everyone Welcome 
                        
To Attend.
)[image: ]
	

 (
When the Truth Hurts
B
y Patrick 
Farish
Speaking the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15) means speaking out of concern for the well-being of the hearer, speaking truth that is needed by the hearer. 
When Paul confronted 
Cephas
 at Antioch, he could have spoken “truth” by talking about observing the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week; speaking “the truth in love” demanded that he charge 
Cephas
 with hypocrisy, and say to him before them all, “If thou, being a Jew, 
livest
 as do the Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, how 
compellest
 thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?” (Galatians 2:14). Did those words make 
Cephas
 feel good? If they made him feel bad, does that mean Paul should not have spoken them? 
When Peter faced Simon the sorcerer, he could have spoken “truth” by discoursing with Simon concerning the organization of the church; but to speak “the truth in love” he must say to Simon, “Thy silver perish with thee, because thou hast thought to obtain the gift of God with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right before God. Repent therefore of this wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee. For I see that thou art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity? (Acts & 20-23). Did those words make Simon feel good? Since apparently they made him feel bad (verse 24), does that mean Peter should not have said them? 
Nobody who is thinking right enjoys rebuking. There is no pleasure in doing that which will hurt right now, no matter how much good it may do, down the way. Though it makes them feel bad, spiritual men and women administer rebuke where necessary because of concern for the one who is in error and thus needs to be rebuked. They, out of love for the one in error, speak the needed words of truth. 
Nobody enjoys being rebuked. Pain is caused by words of rebuke, no matter how gently the words may be spoken. The temptation is strong to resent such, to regard the words as growing out of a malicious, rather than a concerned spirit. One who is being rebuked needs to understand that he/she has a responsibility, as one being “taught in the word,” to respond affirmatively to the truth presented, to “communicate unto him that 
teacheth
 in all good things” (Galatians 6:6). Too many seemingly have the idea that, when they are rebuked or admonished, all the responsibility is with the 
rebuker
, to “do it right” — but Galatians 6:6 teaches that the rebuked one’s responsibility is to carefully consider his life in the light of the teaching being presented. 
May God help us all to always speak “the truth in love”(though the speaking makes us sad) that perchance a soul may be restored (James 5:19; Galatians 6:1-10). 
May God help us all to be receptive when we are rebuked; though it makes our heart heavy, and tears come into our eyes; for surely such an one is not “become your enemy, by 
tellling
 you the truth” (Galatians 416), 
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HAPPY TO SERVE 
THE KING
By Ron 
Drumm
After the Queen of Sheba had visited King Solomon of Israel, she said, "It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your 
words and your wisdom. However I did not believe the words until I came and saw it with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed
the fame of which I heard. Happy are your men
and happy are your servants, who stand continually before you and hear your wisdom!" (1 
Kgs
. 10:6-8).
We as servants of Christ should be happy to stand continually before Him in service, and in hearing His wisdom. There is great blessing in serving such a King. The apostle John writes:
"Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the brethren and for strangers, who have borne witness of your love before the church. If you send them forward on their journey in a manner
worthy of God, you will do well" (3 
Jno
. 5,6).
Jesus describes how God blesses us, "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil no spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these...For you heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you" (Matt. 6:28-
33).
Jesus reminded His disciples, which is a reminder to us, that God knows our service and will reward us: "And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit everlasting life" (Matt. 19:29).
The Hebrew writer sums up happy service before God: "For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have 
shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister" (Heb. 6:10).
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Would I Study My Bible If...?
By Paul Johnson
William McPherson had a charge of dynamite go off in his face. He lost his eyes and hands and the feeling in parts of his face. He realized how much the Bible meant to him and he greatly needed its strength.  He could not read it in Braille because of his artificial hands. He tired to place his lips on the dots, but they were to decipher the Moon type system of dashes. The metal left his lips and tongue bleeding and very sore, but he prayed to God to help him continue to learn just one letter of the alphabet. In the 65 years that followed, he read the Bible through four times with his tongue.
Would I study the Bible if the same thing happened to me that happened to Mr. McPherson? Would I have the desire, the intense desire to know God's will, that I would go through what he did to learn? I wonder if I would not rather have decided, ``I can't ever read the Bible again.''
Would I study the Bible if I had to get up an hour 
earlier each day to work it into my busy (?) schedule? Or miss my favorite TV program if, at that hour I remembered I hadn't studied my Bible for the day and wouldn't have time afterwards?
Would I study the Bible (I wish I hadn't heard of that McPherson fellow) if I didn't feel just right, or if I had had a hard day at work, or if I was just too tired? (I wonder how that fellow learned to read with his tongue?) Or would I study even though I was a slow reader and it took me all day just to read one or two chapters?
Would I study the Bible on occasions when the saints were assembled (Sunday morning, Wednesday night, etc.) if I had to go without supper till after services, or walk or drive several blocks to get there?
How many ``if
's'' keep you from studying the 
Bible? Is this matter of no importance to you at all? If it is, then do something about it.
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Destructive Complexes
By Don Martin
 
We shall be using the term "complex" rather loosely in this article. A simple definition of complex is, "The term for a psychological cause, hidden or repressed, having a strong influence on one's character; an obsession (Webster's National Dictionary). In our examination of some destructive complexes we shall not use the term altogether in keeping with psychiatry. As Christians, we should enjoy mental hygiene. Physically, people who experience complexes are mentally abnormal and, consequently, suffer mental imbalance. Many of these mental complexes virtually destroy people mentally and physically. This is also true spiritually. The complexes we shall consider can render the child of God fruitless, useless, and miserable.
Introvert Complex
 - Introversion is "a concentration on one's inner life, to the exclusion of other interests." Beloved, we cannot have a preoccupation with self and fulfill our obligations to God and our fellow-man. Christians are to "bear the infirmities of the weak," "consider one another to provoke unto love and good works," and "support the weak" (Rom. 15:1-3; Heb. 10:24; 1 Thess. 5:14). How can we perform the activities enjoined in these passages if we do not associate with others and allow them to associate with us?
Local churches on occasion experience problems because some are suffering from an "introvert complex." For example, many who holler clique are blinded by this concentration on self - they do not allow or desire other members to associate with them and they resent other members associating one with another. God's people are to be gregarious. We are to mix and mingle that we might influence one another for good (cf. Acts 2:47; Rom. 15:14; Acts 8:4; Heb. 10:24, 25).
Persecution Complex
 - Individuals who possess a "persecution complex" believe nobody likes or appreciates them. They think everybody is out to get them. Every word spoken, every plan contemplated is directed to their hurt, they believe. Because they think in this manner they frequently misjudge the deeds and motives of others (John 7:24). Many, when asked about their failing to attend the local church of which they are a member reply, "The members of that church could care less about me." Or, "They had rather I didn't attend; they resent my presence."
Not infrequently, members who are characterized by this type of thinking are not only destroying themselves spiritually but are also a threat to the unity of God's people. The paranoid member who does attend feeling everyone is out to get them, often seeks to destroy others. In many cases, you will find a "persecution complex" behind the gossip, lying, and malevolent deeds.
Inferiority Complex
 - I have personally known capable individuals who wasted their ability and potential because they felt they could not perform the task at hand. They were constantly belittling and castigating themselves. They actually believed that they had no worth and value. The person who suffers from what we call an inferiority complex believes he does not know enough to teach others, he is not good enough to associate with other Christians or he cannot encourage the weak because he feels he is weaker.
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This type of thinking involves and results in fear which can cause one to lose one's soul. The one talent man said, "I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth . . . ." (Mt. 25:25, all emphasis throughout mine, DM). John wrote, "but the fearful . . . shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth
 with fire and brimstone . . ." (Rev. 21:8). Beloved, you are not "inferior" to any; you too were created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26)!
Narcissus Complex
 - In Greek mythology, Narcissus was a youth who one day saw his reflection in a pool of water. Upon seeing his reflection he fell in love with it and suffered because it was unattainable. Hence, a Narcissus complex is excessive self love.
Paul in writing of the last days stated, "For men shall be lovers of their own selves . . ." (2 Tim. 3:2). Presently, many aliens are not leaving the world because of self-love; they will not deny self (
Lk
. 9:23). Confessedly, some members of Christ's body are so in love with themselves that they are puffed up and living simply to satisfy their own desires (1 Cor. 10:31-33).
Anxiety Complex
 - Doctors are informing us that anxiety contributes to, everything from tooth decay to cardiovascular disorders. Worry drains us and can kill us physically and spiritually. Yet, we go on worrying over every little thing. Some worry so much that they have developed an "anxiety complex." Notwithstanding, Jesus taught, "Take therefore no thought (do not worry) for the morrow . . ." (Mt. 6:34). Paul exhorted, "In nothing be anxious: but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God" (Phil. 4:6, ASV).
Conclusion
 - Concerned reader, we must watch and be aware of our thinking and mental status because, "For as he 
thinketh
 in his heart, so is he," (Prov. 23:7). Many fail to become Christians and some who are Christians are fruitless and unproductive because of the 
distructive
 complexes herein set forth.
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"Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits." (1 Cor. 15:33)
By 
David J. Riggs
Two men who were friends both purchased parrots for pets. It turned out that one of the parrots was accustomed to singing spiritual songs, while the other used many curse words. The owners thought if they would place the parrot that sang spiritual songs with the one that cursed, the bad habit would be corrected. It turned out in the end that the opposite happened. The good parrot began to also use curse words!
Often Christians think they can associate with wicked people and not be affected. Some even think they need to get involved with evil people so that they can convert them. To the contrary, one does not need to jump into quicksand in order to get someone out of quicksand.
Let us not be deceived. Evil companionships corrupts good morals.
A Deaf Child’s Prayer
"Though I am deaf, I plainly see,
When a face in anger shouts at me.
Though true it is I do not hear, 
All notes of kindness to me are clear.
I have the sense of open eyes, Few friends or foes can be surprised, I know them fairly through and through, Not by what they say, but what they do."
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OBEDIENCE
 
What God wants from us all!
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In the Presence of My Enemies
By Terry Benton
What did David mean when he said “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies”? The man “after God’s own heart” had enemies “without a cause” (Ps  35:19). Jesus, the perfect man, and the personification of perfect love, had enemies. That also made them enemies of the Father of creation (
Jn
 15:24)! If we live in this world for God we will have enemies. Not that any of us want enemies, and not that we want to make ourselves enemies to people, but it seems that we just cannot prevent it and at the same time love and serve God.
So, knowing that we will have to contend with and deal with people who have made themselves our enemies, what are we to do? Paul said that “as much as depends on you, live at peace with all men” (Rom 12:18).  While we diligently seek this that “peace” also depends on the one who hates us and has made up their mind to be an enemy. We cannot control a person’s feelings of hatred and ill-will toward us when they have turned away from true justice and mercy. We can only control our own.
What then can we do under such circumstances? Jesus commands us to “love your enemies” (Mt.  5:44f). He is not commanding us to love their attitudes and behavior toward us. What He is commanding is that we love them, and that means to have “good will” for them. We sincerely  will want good things for them despite what they want to happen to us. Jesus gives us this example from the cross as his enemies mocked Him, spat on Him, beat Him, and crucified Him, by praying to His Father: “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do”. He did not like their attitudes and behavior, but He still had good will for them. Love is not a feeling. It is a decided perspective with principle.
When we think clearly about it, all those who make themselves our enemies are simply ignorant. They “know not what they do”. If they truly knew that they were sending themselves to hell by hating people who have done them no wrong, they would cease the ungodly attitudes and behavior. I believe that it is possible to remember that people who hate are just ignorant. Maybe they shouldn’t be, but they are. Otherwise they would not hate us. And, if we can remember that we want them to have a chance to turn around and get their souls right with God, we can see that “love” in this sense is a principle that we can actually live by.
David said that he found that the Lord had prepared a table for him “in the presence of his enemies” (Psalm 23:5). There was something good for His enemies to see that He could rejoice in God’s blessings and care while in the presence of those who hated him. The Lord can also help us to remember to look at our enemies with compassion toward their ignorance and with real concern regarding their destiny. We don’t have to like what someone is doing or an attitude toward us, but we can remember that “they know not what they do” and that when they give account to God it will not be a good end for them unless they repent. Because we love our enemies, we hope that they will learn better and turn it around before it is too late. That is the love that Jesus commands.
Stephen learned this principle and learned how to love “in the presence of his enemies” (Acts 7:51ff). He did not like what they were inside and he did not like the stones they were throwing at him, but he found that the Lord gave him a “table” to eat from in the presence of his enemies. We can do this too!
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Show Me Your Friends...
B
y Andrew Roberts
The Spanish novelist Miguel de Cervantes wrote, "Tell me what company thou 
keepest
, and I’ll tell thee what thou art." Cervantes was not a prophet, he simply understood the strong influence friends exert over our lives. You can tell a lot about a person by the company they keep. Scripture brings this truth to light. Show me your friends...And I’ll show you your religious convictions. David wrote, "I am a companion of all who fear You/ And of those who keep Your precepts" (Ps. 119:63). Our companions will help or hinder us in letting our light shine, doing good works, devotion to God and in getting to heaven. We ought to be concerned if we realize all our close friends are either godless or involved in false religion.
 
And I’ll show you your favorite activities. Proverbs 23:19-21, "Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide 
thine
 heart in the way. Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: for the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man in rags." We do things with our friends. Obviously, we do not choose friends so we can AVOID them. We want to spend time with them and generally pursue common interests. Are you involved with the party-hard, drunken, drug-using crowd? Well, guess what that makes you. And I’ll show you how you value wisdom. "He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed" (Prov. 13:20). Your friends encourage you in the direction they are heading. The company you keep is commentary on your current values and a variable in future decisions. Thus you want to be with those who show wisdom and set goals for their future. Don’t be with those who can’t see past the 
weekend.And
 I’ll show you your feelings about proper speech. "In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is wise" (Prov. 10:19). Some people’s mouths are a hotbed for sin: gossip, profanity, anger, criticism. Let us remember, "Evil company corrupts good habits" (1 Cor. 15:33). What do your friends say about you? 
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"
LET ME FIRST…”
By Michael W. McLemore
On one occasion Christ heard these words, "
I will follow thee, but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house
" (Luke 9:61). Some say, when confronted with the passionate pleas of the Gospel, "Let me first get my education, a better job, a home, a new automobile, and the other necessary things of life." These folks have a place for Christ in their lives --- second place! They seem convinced that material security will somehow prepare them to follow Christ. Such a perception fails to grasp the meaning of Christ's words: "
A man's life 
consisteth
 not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth
" (Luke 12:15). So many have actually reversed the 
saying
 of Christ and are seeking first the wealth of the world thinking the kingdom of God will be added unto them. To gain the entire world and to lose Christ is to lose all.
There is nothing wrong with having a good education, a better job, a home, a new or better car. The harm is in allowing these things to take precedence over the things of God's kingdom. What is first in your life? Is it money, pleasure, education, or is it Christ Jesus?
_________________________________________
He who is often rebuked, and hardens his neck, Will suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.
- Proverbs 29:1
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The Booing Spectators
B
y Bill Hall
Have you ever noticed who does the booing at a ball game? It is not the players on the field. They have made their own mistakes, and they are not inclined to boo their fellow-player when he makes his. They are pulling for one another, encouraging, helpful. They play as a team, win or lose as a team, suffer together as a team, and rejoice together as a team. It is the spectators who boo. So it is in every walk of life: it is the spectators who, as a rule, do the criticizing, not the participants. 
Unfortunately, in every congregation, there are the spectators and the participants. The spectators never teach a Bible class, preach, lead singing, preside at the table, or encourage those who do those public works; they really don’t get that much involved in the worship itself. But, more often than not, they are the very ones who are found criticizing the preacher or the song leader or the Bible class teacher. They are the ones who are so embarrassed and incensed when someone commits an “error” in his efforts to lead the group. They come wanting to hear something interesting and that will make the time fly. If they hear, they “cheer”; if not, they “boo.”Not so with the true participants, those who are really involved in the Lord’s work. They are the ones “cheering on” that “rookie” who is preaching his first sermon or leading his first song. When a brother attempts to teach his first Bible class, they are looking for ways to be helpful. They are sympathetic; they rejoice in the success of others; they mourn over the sorrows of others; they feel for the one who has failed, make allowance for him to try again, and assure him that he will do better next time. They rejoice especially in the development of the young men and women in the Lord’s work. They are just as nervous and excited when the young people make their first attempt at presiding at the table or teaching a class as they would be if they were their own children. 
How many preachers have decided to move because of the booing spectators right at the time when the participants were enjoying their greatest spiritual growth? How many elders have planned a work around the demands of the spectators rather than the needs of the participants? 
Spectators need to become participants and find out what it’s like out there “on the field”. Participants need to keep on doing their best, ignoring the “boos” while looking to their all-seeing and understanding “Manager” for approval. All need to be preparing for judgment, where it will be the “doers of the word”, not the critics, who will be saved. “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous” (I Peter 3:8). 
Christians, like ball-players, make a sad mistake when they listen too closely to the “boo-birds”.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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How Do Children Learn 
        
The Bible?
One of the most marvelous passages 
 
of 
 
Scripture 
 
on child
rearing 
   
is 
   
given
  
 in Deuteronomy 6:3-9. From this great passage we are made to understand that children can learn God’s word in a number of ways.
There is what we might call unconscious teaching.
 Children observe our lives, our moods, our reactions, our dispositions. They absorb and assimilate these into their own lives and personalities. Someone has said that children read our hearts, not our lips.
There is, in the second place, what we might call informal teaching.
 This is done by talking about holy things as we sit, walk, lie down, and rise up. The Jews wrote the Scriptures on signs and plaques and put them on their walls and at other conspicuous places. Some even had them embroidered on their clothing. These were all subtle and informal reminders of their need to be God-conscious.
Then, last of all, 
there were those formal teaching situations
 where prophets or priests or others, instructed by means of the various services, performed in the tabernacle, temple, and later the synagogues. Certain days had a special meaning. All males were to attend the three annual feasts. All of these activities and situations working together impressed upon the observing mind the need to be controlled and regulated by Jehovah.
Today, many of the same kinds of situations are presented to us. Let us learn to talk about the Bible with our children with the same ease with which we discuss sports activities and other such things. Let us keep the Word of God before them all the time. Let us resolve to never miss a preaching service or Bible class. Let us show them practical ways to put eyes, arms, and legs on God’s commandments as we get caught up in helping others. Let us let God truly rule in our hearts and lives. The children 
are smart -- they will catch on.
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Who Am I?
1. I was sold into slavery by my brothers. Who am I? _________________________________
2. My mother and sister put me in a basket in the river where 
Pharoah’s
 daughter found me and raised me as an Egyptian. Who am I? ______________________________________
3. I was the youngest of eight brothers and a shepherd, but I still became king. Who am I? ______________________________________
4. I was the first baby born. Who am I? ______________________________________
5. My parents, Abraham and Sarah, were very old when they had me. Who am I? ______________________________________
Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth? 
- Galatians 4:6
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The Tragedy of Prejudice
By Robert Wayne 
LaCoste
Prejudice is tragic! It is one of the most dangerous and insidious states of mind among men today. It is a sin against the God of Heaven, a destroyer of its victims and a hindrance to the cause of truth, wherever it is found. Every person has some prejudice to some extent, regarding some things. He may have a preference for some items such as food, clothing, colors, books, etc. These prejudices may not endanger his soul eternally speaking or hurt his influence with others, but it could deprive him of something he might otherwise enjoy in this life.
Prejudice does not always mean that an individual is wrong in his views, but it always does mean that he does not hold the views out of conviction from real evidence, otherwise it would not be prejudice.
It is perhaps good at this time to inquire just what prejudice means. Our English word is from two Latin terms: 
prae
 meaning before, and 
judicium
 meaning judgment. Webster accordingly defines it as "prejudgment, an opinion of mind without due examination." So we can see that prejudice is a conclusion before and without examination of the real facts!
The attitude and action of the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees and elders among the Jews toward Jesus is a perfect example of prejudice and its consequences. How they could witness His miracles and not believe in Him is amazing indeed! The apostle Peter said on Pentecost, "Jesus approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know" 
(Acts 2:22)
. But these Jews were not convinced at the time Jesus was here of these truths. His perfect life did not prove anything to them. Why? In fact Jesus asked the Jews, "Which of you 
convinceth
 me of sin?" (Jn. 8:46). The fact that they could not find anything wrong with Jesus did not erase their prejudice and the hardness of their hearts!
His teaching was far superior to any other teacher they had ever heard, "For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes" 
(Matt. 7:29)
. Yet His superior ability to teach proved nothing to them either.
The Scriptures which they claimed to revere and esteem told of Christ. "Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are that which testify of me" 
(Jn. 5:39).
 They were not convinced from their own law and that was a revelation from God! Why? Simple, they were prejudiced!
People in this present generation have seared their consciences, hardened their hearts, and turned away with many a deaf ear. Their attitude is like one expressed and heard many times, "Don't confuse me with the facts, my mind is made up." This is exactly the position of the prejudiced person. Such an attitude can only lead to eternal separation from God 
(2 Thess. 1:7-9)
!
It is just as wrong for me to be prejudiced toward you, as it is for you to be prejudiced toward me. Many in the Lord's church are certainly prejudiced about many things. Prejudiced about denominations; prejudiced about names, practices, etc. The love of Christ cannot abide where and when a heart is governed by prejudice. Let each of us search our hearts and make sure we have the facts and all the facts before we draw any conclusions and make any decisions! Most of all, let's make sure our decisions are governed by Divine Writ, not by human, uninspired dogma and tradition. The former, not the latter, will "judge us in the last day" (Jn. 12:48; 2 Cor. 5:10).
           
- Guardian of Truth - November 1, 1984
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Friendship With the Lord is Conditional
      
B
y Jonathan 
Perz
In John 15:14, the Lord Jesus says, “You are my friends, if you do whatever I command you.”  Amazingly enough, one word within this phrase causes much difficulty. It is the word “IF.” Though only two letters long, it is one of the most powerful words in scripture. Why? Because it implies a condition that must be met for the statement to be true. In order to maintain a friendship with the Lord, one must do whatever He commands. Jesus states this in plain language in John 15:14.
Many people try to claim an intimate friendship with God while at the same time maintaining an intimate friendship with the world. While proclaiming to be Christians, they partake of the very things the Lord commands Christians to abstain from. This is not being a friend to Christ. 
Regarding friendship with the world, James writes in James 4:4, “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” When we befriend the world, we make an enemy of God.
Many claim to be friends of Jesus Christ yet do not obey His words. In Mark 16:15-16, Jesus commands men to be baptized, yet many claim it is not necessary. Not only do they disobey the Lord, they contradict Him. Is this an example of friendship with the Lord? Remember what the Lord said in John 15:14, “You are my friends, if you do whatever I command you.”
Let us become friends with God on His terms. Let us be like faithful Abraham. As it is written, “and Abraham believed God… He was called a friend of God” (James 2:23). Don’t incur the punishment of one who is not a friend of the Lord (2 Thess. 1:8-9). Obey the Gospel today!
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Who Am I?
How did you do?
1. I was sold into slavery by my brothers. Who am I? ______________
Joseph
__________
2. My mother and sister put me in a basket in the river where 
Pharoah’s
 daughter found me and raised me as an Egyptian. Who am I? _______________
Moses
_______________
3. I was the youngest of eight brothers and a shepherd, but I still became king. Who am I? _________________
David
_____________
4. I was the first baby born. Who am I? ______________________________________
5. My parents, Abraham and Sarah, were very old when they had me. Who am I? ________________
Isaac
_______________
The wicked is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, But the righteous will come through trouble. 
- Proverbs 12:13
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Few There Are Who Will Endure a True Friend
By Jimmy 
Tuten
Someone has said that there are three friendships which are advantageous and three that are injurious: friendship with the upright, friendship with the man of much observation and friendship with the man who is courteous. These are advantageous. However, friendship with the man of specious airs, or one who is insinuatingly soft, and friendship with the glib-tongued, these are injurious.
No hurt is greater than that hurt derived from deception and abuse of one thought to be a friend. A friend is someone to have in time of need and when adversity tries them. A bold foe may prove a curse, but a pretended friend is worse by far. There is an English proverb that says: "God save me from my friends; I can take care of my enemies." The irony of this is that there is some merit to it as far as some friends are concerned. Friendship must not be taken too lightly. Also we should be cautious in choosing friends, and even more cautious in changing them. Of course, the best recipe for making friends is to be one yourself.
"I often find myself," said 
Thackery
 Ritchie, "going back to Darwin's saying about the duration of a man's friendship being one of the best measures of his worth." The reckless handling of friendship is a true mark of a foolish man who will never know what true friendship is. No friendship should begin that has no intent of being lasting in nature. No one is more dangerous than a friend who isn't quite sure whether he's for you or against you.
I am thankful for my friends. They have been a source of great strength in time of need and I am glad that I made them friends before I needed them. Experience teaches us that a real friend warms you by his presence, trusts you with his secrets and remembers you in his prayers. He is one who is there to care!
Why Some Friendships Fail
Friendship has a price tag on it and some are not willing to pay the fee. To be a true friend one must be willing to do so under trying circumstances as well as in the good times. "A friend 
loveth
 at all times," said Solomon 
(Prov. 17:17)
. A friend is closer than a brother, as affectionate and trusty as one connected by the closest ties of relationship 
(Prov. 18:24)
. The Greeks had a saying that went like this: "the crisis tests a friend as fire the gold. " What are some of the costs of friendship that some are not willing to pay?
(1) The Cost of Time. 
True friendship is a life-long experience. It is never temporary. This is why faith in friendship is so rare. Truly we have made the word "friend" common and robbed it of its depth of beauty. We need more friends who will joyfully sing with you when you are on the mountain top and silently walk beside you through the valley. But this takes time and some friendships cannot tolerate the wear and tear that constant use sometimes give it. One must be more deliberate in friendship knowing that it is not the promises of friendship that are lasting but the performance of it.
(2) The Cost of Need. 
It is cruel and harsh to be a pretended friend until the time of need. But need is a sure proof of friendship or often the proof of the shallowness thereof. 
Siracides
 said: "A friend cannot be known in prosperity; and an enemy cannot be hidden in adversity. In the prosperity of a man enemies will be grieved; but in his adversity even a friend will depart." How 
demonstratable
 is this when one considers the lamentable cry of Job in his great misery: "All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are
 turned against me" 
(Job 19:19)
.
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(3) The Cost of Abuse. 
Friendships are abused. For example, a good friend is one who can tell you all his problems, but doesn't.
The problem is often the result of a failure to observe that all men have their frailties and all have feet of clay. If one looks for friends without imperfections, then he will have no friends. It is sad to see insult added to injury in the area of human imperfection. One's failure to understand a particular problem is not necessarily an expression of a lack of appreciation. A friend is one who will allow the leverage of one's imperfections to express itself, and love him at the same time. I think Thomas Jefferson said it well when he said, "I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion or philosophy, as a cause for withdrawing from a friend." One does not have to agree on all points to be a friend. Never injure a friend, not even in jest. Folks who are friends are usually people who have the same virtues, the same enemies, or the same faults.
(4) The Cost of No Profit Or Gain. 
Some will be friends if there is personal gain involved. "You pat my back and I'll pat yours" seems to be the motive involved all too often. But a friend that must be bought is not worth what we pay for him. If we can buy such a person, someone else can too. Friendship is to be valued for what there is in it, not what can be gotten out of it. To seek friendship for personal gain is as futile as seeking the end of a rainbow for the bag of gold. Too many are looking upon friends as a mutual benefit association with periodical demands and threats of suspension for non-payment. This should not be. Let us think not of what friends can do for us, but what we can do for them.
Conclusion
How sad to see friendship thrown away in a world where friendship is so rare. In times like these we need the comfort of friends. Whatever the gain, it is never so much that we can afford to lose a friend. Wise is the man who fortifies his life with friendships. To have the joy of friendship one must share friendliness. Happiness was born a twin.
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"See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil." (Eph. 5:15-16)
Twelve things to remember:
1. The value of time.
2. The success of perseverance.
3. The pleasure of working.
4. The dignity of simplicity.
5. The worth of character.
6. The power of kindness.
7. The influence of example.
8. The obligation of duty.
9. The wisdom of economy.
10. The virtue of patience.
11. The improvement of talent.
12. The joy of originating.
(From Marshall Field)
_________________________________________
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. - Proverbs 1:7
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WHAT IS YOUR STANDARD?
By E.R. Hall, Jr.
When it comes to religious matters, there are many standards that are accepted.
Many, who profess to be Christians, use the WORLD as their standard for the way they talk and dress. But Christians must "...
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God
." (Romans 12:1,2). Also, we must not forget "...that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." (James 4:4).
Religious organizations and those who are members of them, often are bound by HUMAN CREEDS, manuals, and disciplines. If these human creeds are nothing more than what the Bible teaches, as some claim, then what useful purpose do they serve? The truth in the matter is that human creeds contain more and they also contain less than what the Bible teaches. They contain the commandments of men. Yet Jesus said, "
But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men
." (Matthew 15:9) Any religious organization which uses a human creed is
 rendering their worship vain.
Many people do what they do in religious matters because they have their own THOUGHTS about certain things. "I think it would be pleasing to God" is often the statement that is heard. However, God says, "
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith
 the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
" (Isaiah 55:8,9). What I, or anyone else, think about something does not mean God thinks that way! Just because I think it i
s right doesn't make it right!
Many accept HUMAN TRADITIONS as a standard. When questioned about why they do a certain thing in religion, they respond, "We've always done it that way!" We must realize that traditions of men are not after Christ (Colossians 2:8). Jesus asked a very relevant question in Matthew 15:3 when he asked, "...
Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?
" Do you suppose He could ask the same question of religious denominations t
oday if He were here on earth?
Some see no need for anything more than their own CONSCIENCE. They do things in religion because they believe their conscience is a safe guide. Let us realize our conscience is the product of what we teach it. If we are taught the wrong things, our conscience will condone us as if we were doing the right things. We will feel just as good about doing wrong because we have been taught wrong. Saul of Tarsus persecuted Christians (Acts 9:1) and consented to the death of Stephen (Acts 7:59-8:1), all with 
a good conscience (Acts 23:1).
While there are many who accept the BIBLE, GOD'S WORD, as a standard for some things, very few are willing to completely accept the Bible as their standard. What about you? What really is your standard? Test yourself!
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What do you accept as authority in answering the question: What must I do to be saved? Is a person saved the moment they believe faith only? Where does the Bible teach that a person today can be saved by faith only? The only verse containing the words ‘
faith only
' are found in James 2:24 "
Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and NOT BY FAITH ONLY
." (Emphasis mine, ERH) We do have the words of Jesus in Mark 16:16 saying, "
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned
." If you reject the part that baptism plays in the forgiveness of sins, you have accepted the wrong standard!
What do you accept as the terms or conditions of church membership? Did a group of people have to vote on your acceptance into the church you are a member of? Where does the Bible teach that church membership is determined by a vote? We don't find any such thing in the standard of God's Word but we do find them in the creeds of man. The Scriptures teach: "...
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved
." (Acts 2:47). The reason the Lord does the adding is because it is His church; not yours or mine. The Lord built it (Matthew 16:18), He purchased it with His blood (Acts 20:28), and He is the "
Head
" of it (Colossians 1:18).
What is it that governs you in your worship? The church at Jerusalem "...
continued 
stedfastly
 in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers
.” (Acts 2:42) The early church's fellowship was in the gospel and in the breaking of bread to commemorate the Lord's death. Where is your fellowship; in the "Fellowship Hall"? What does your breaking bread pertain to; the eating and drinking of a common meal? Every Christian is to teach and admonish "
one another
" in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19). What about where you worship; do all Christians sing or are there solos, duets, quartets, and choirs, instead? Is there singing or is there playing upon me
chanical instruments of music?
God's Word must be our guide in all these things. It is His Word that we must accept as the standard by which we believe and practice the things we do. Won't you accept God's Word as your only standard? All other standards will not stand in the Judgment Day.
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The Devil's Bible
Popular 6:9
: "Go ahead, everyone else is doing it." 
Cowardly 1:10
: "The best thing to do when the church and 
it's
 members are criticized is to keep silent. The critic might get angry with you if you try to defend the church." 
Indifference 3:4
: "I'm tired after working all day and I cannot attend services." 
Excuses 1:1
: "I'm afraid to discuss the Bible with others lest I offend them. They won't listen anyway." 
Foolishness 19:7
: "I'll try anything once." 
Deceit 8:15
: "It makes no difference what one believes as long as he is sincere." 
Pride 4:7
: "If someone offends you and hard feelings result, let him come and beg for your forgiveness; after all it was his fault." 
Apostasy 2:5
: "What difference does it make whether we follow the New Testament or not." 
Hypocrisy 6:5
: "When we go home from college on weekends we always go to church so mom and dad will 
think that we are faithful while we are away at school." 
2 Opinion 2:4
: "One church is as good as another, therefore attend the church of your choice." 
        
        - (Author Unknown) 
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour." (1 Pet. 5:8) "And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works." (2 Cor. 11:14-15) 
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The Point of No Return
By Tom 
Wacaster
A plane, flying across the ocean, will eventually reach the "point of no return." It is a real and definite point, beyond which it is better, in case of mechanical problems, to proceed than to attempt a return to the origination point. In the mind of the pilot, it is impossible to turn back. 
There are a number of passages which seem to indicate that it is possible for someone to reach a point in his plunge into apostasy and sin, so that it is impossible to be brought to repentance. Consider the following sobering words: 
"But these, as creatures without reason, born mere animals to be taken and destroyed, railing in matters whereof they are ignorant, shall in their destroying surely be destroyed, suffering wrong as the hire of wrong-doing; men that count it pleasure to revel in the day-time, spots and blemishes, 
revelling
 in their 
deceivings
 while they feast with you; having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; enticing 
unstedfast
 souls; having a heart exercised in covetousness; children of cursing" (II Peter 2:12-14). 
"For as touching those who were once enlightened 
andtasted
 of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the age to come, and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame" (Hebrews 6:4-6). 
How do we reconcile such passages with those that express God's wonderful longsuffering and patience? For example, "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (II Peter 3:9). "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (I John 1:9). Let me make three observations, which I hope will clear up the difficulty, while at the same time, serve as a serious warning to each and every one of us with regard to living faithfully in our service to God. 
First, there is along the pathway that leads away from God, a point, which once passed, that spells final doom for the hardened and impenitent heart. It is a real point. Once this point is reached, it is virtually impossible to reverse the direction one is traveling spiritually. Is this because God will not forgive? No. It is because the heart becomes so hardened that it can no longer be touched with the Gospel. The problem lies not in the power or willingness of God to forgive, but in the inability of the heart to turn away from sin. 
Second, realization of such a point ought to motivate us to turn away from sin while it is still within our power to do so. I have had occasion over the last two or three decades, of attempting to persuade individuals to turn away from sin and obey God, whether to become a Christian or to be restored to their first love. Some have obeyed. 
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But a far greater number have convinced themselves that there is plenty of time, and that "someday" they would come to God. I have also witnessed a number of souls delay their return so long that eventually they simply no longer have the desire to give the least bit of consideration to their spiritual plight. They have, spiritually speaking, passed the point of no return. 
Third, if you are outside the safety fold of God's gracious love and salvation, and if you, at this very moment, are giving consideration to a return to your Lord, I would strongly encourage you to act on that desire, even while it is called today. Your delay moves you ever closer to the point of no return.
 I cannot think of anything more tragic, or that will bring more remorse to the lost when, having entered into eternity, they remember the numerous opportunities that was theirs to come home to the Lord, but neglected that open door provided by their gracious God. If you would be saved, delay not till the morrow, for tomorrow may be too late! 
______________________________________
Honesty
"The righteous man walks in his integrity; his children are blessed after him." (Prov. 20:7) 
My father, W. Atlee 
Burpee
, founder of the famous seed company, in 1914, planned to picture Matchless Tomato, at that time his favorite, on the front cover of his seed catalogue. When he saw the printer's proof, my father said, "Matchless never grows that large." We had 40 acres of Matchless growing at 
Fordhook
, and father offered $5 to anyone who could show him a 
 
tomato 
 
as 
 
large as the picture. 
  
Work 
   
stopped 
   
at 
   
Fordhook
 
  
while 
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For One Indulgent Moment
What some will pay for a moment’s reckless folly is recorded again and again in the Book of Ages. Do you think these people got their “money’s worth?” 
1. Adam and Eve, for one bit of luscious fruit when they were not even hungry, brought sin, suffering, shame, and death upon themselves and the human race (Genesis 3). 
2. Lot’s wife, revealing her longing for the things that pertain to earth, took one look back at Sodom and became a pillar of salt (Genesis 19). 
3. Esau, to satisfy one day’s fleshly appetite, lightly esteemed his birthright and forfeited his right to the ancestry of Christ (Genesis 25). 
4. 
Achan
, for a garment he could not wear, and silver 
andgold
 he could not spend, paid with all his possessions, his family, and his life (Joshua 7). 
5. Samson, for the caress of a hypocritical woman, lost his eyes, and finally his life (Judges 16). 
6. David, to enjoy another man’s wife, hands to posterity a tale of his life with adultery, shame, and tears, boldly written for all to read (2 Samuel 11). 
7. Ahab, coveting another’s little vineyard, permitted his wife to have its owner killed, claimed it for his own, and heard his own funeral preached in these words, “In the place where the dogs licked the blood of 
Naboth
, shall the dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine
” (I Kings 21).
_________________________________________
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hundreds of tomatoes
 
were brought in. None was big enough to pass the test. 
So father had an acknowledgment of his mistake printed on a colored slip and inserted in every catalogue. However, gardeners everywhere took up the challenge. That summer tomatoes were shipped to Father's home from all parts of the country with letters from customers
 
bragging that they had grown Matchless as large as the picture on the catalogue's cover. (From David 
Burpee
) 
Paul said, "Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men." (2 Cor. 8:21) 
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GOD CONSCIOUSNESS
By Bill Hall
A truly godly man is one who lives with a constant realization of God's divine presence. He is God-conscious. When he awakes in the morning, there is God. As he dresses for work there is God. As he goes in to breakfast with his family, as he drives to work, as he works through the day, as he drives home, as he spends the evening hours, as he lies down on his bed at the close of the day, there is God.
Enoch was a man who was God-conscious, for he "
walked with God
" (Genesis 5:24). He enjoyed constant companionship with God. Wherever Enoch went, God went with him, and Enoch was always aware that He was there. He could not flee from God's presence (Psalm 139:7), nor did he seek
 to do so. He was a godly man.
How fortunate is that man who has developed within himself this God-consciousness. It is easy for him to pray, for God is to him a close, ever near, companion whose "
ears are open unto his prayers
" (1 Peter 3:12). His talking with God is as natural as his talking with any companion.
He does not fear, for he just places his hand in God's in his times of trouble. "
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear
..." (Psalm 46:1, 2). Even when walking "
through the valley of the shadow of death
," he can "
fear no evil
," for God is with him.
The power of temptation is greatly reduced, for he never forgets that "
all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do
" (Hebrews 4:13). His desire to please his ever present God is greater than the power of temptation.
He is thankful, recognizing God, with whom he walks, to be the source of “
every good gift and every perfect gift
". (James 1:17)
He loves God. He talks to God. He walks with God. He is always conscious of God's presence. He is never without God. Yet, this relationship never degenerates into a "buddy-buddy" relationship, for he reverences God; he recognizes His awesomeness; he gratefully acknowledges his own personal unworthiness of such a relationship with Almighty God.
This is the very essence of godliness. Someone, years ago, observing the similarity between "godliness" and "God-like-
ness
," assumed that the two words meant the same. That false assumption was passed on to others, and has now gained a strong foothold in the thinking of a great number of people. W. E. Vine says that godliness "denotes that piety which, characterized by a 
godward
 attitude, does that which is well pleasing to Him." A godly person, then, is one who has a 
godward
 attitude, and whose constant consciousness of God leads him to be obedient to Him.
While visiting in a hospital, recently, we observed this sign, “Have you said, ‘Thank you, God' today?" A godly person probably would have done so. Have you said, “Thank you, God" today? 
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“ACCEPT THE GIFT”
By 
E.R. Hall, Jr.
This was spotted on the 
marque
 of a denominational church whose preachers teach that if ANYTHING is done to have forgiveness of sin, salvation is no longer a gift. The idea is that if you have to do anything to receive a gift, it is no longer a gift but is earned.
In view of their teaching, I find this statement on their 
marque
 to be contradictory. Is not to "accept the gift" doing SOMETHING and if we do something it is no longer a gift but something we've earned? If not, why not?
Indeed, salvation is a gift. "
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord
." (Romans 6:23) but is it free in that it demands or costs nothing of us? The gift of our salvation cost the Father His Son. "
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son
..."(John 3:16). The gift of our salvation cost Jesus His life. "...
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us
." (Romans 5:8). The gift of our salvation came at a high cost t
o both the Father and the Son.
There is also a high cost for us to "accept the gift". We must "
deny self
". "
And he said to them all, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me
." (Luke 9:23). We must deny self and follow Him (do as He says). And He says, "
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; 
even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love
." (John 15:10). Was Jesus 
EARNING
 anything from His Father? No, no more than we are 
EARNING
 anything when we do what He tells us to do. That is what it means to deny self and follow Him! Therefore when we do what He tells us to believe in Him (John 8:24), repent of sin (Luke 13:3), confess Him (Matthew 10:32), and be baptized into His death (Mark 16:16; Romans 6:4) we are 
NOT EARNING
 anything. We are simply d
enying self and following Him.
What cost God and Christ such a supreme price, does not come cheap to us. Jesus must be Lord (Ruler) over ourselves, our lives, and all that we have.
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Immaturity
By Frank 
Himmel
King Ahab had a palace in 
Jezreel
. Next to it was a vineyard owned by 
Naboth
. Ahab wanted that vineyard and offered to buy it,  either with cash or in exchange for another vineyard. But 
Naboth
 did not want to sell. “So Ahab came into his house sullen and vexed . . . and he lay down on his bed and turned away his face and ate no food” (1 Kings21:4).
Poor Ahab! He did not get what he wanted so he pouted like a spoiled child. We read this account and think how silly for a grown man, a king, to act this way. But before we are too quick to condemn Ahab’s childishness, let us take a look at our own.
Have you ever known of brethren who got upset because someone else was called on to do something they wanted to do? Or who placed membership at another church (took their toys and went elsewhere) because some little something did not suit? Or who stayed home because the preacher or elders did not come to visit often enough, or perhaps because of some misunderstanding with another Christian?
Paul said when he became a man he put away childish things (1 Corinthians 13:11). Let us do the same.
_________________________________________
Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near
 
when you say, "I have no
 
pleasure in them"
    
      
- Ecclesiastes 12:1.
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Deep or Muddy?
By
 James Hahn
Through the years there have been individuals, usually preachers, who feature themselves as being "free thinkers" who present "thought provoking" lessons that are usually attacks upon what they call the "traditionally held" views. The "in depth" lessons presented by these individuals usually leave many in the audience wondering just what they have said and thinking that the preacher is so "deep" in his thinking and presentation that they do not understand simply because they do not have the knowledge or ability the preacher has. 
These men have at times caused confusion and strife by their preaching and when questioned about their teaching they usually 
reply,"You
 just don't understand what I am saying."Again, the implication is that any problem that may exist is due to the lack of knowledge or ability on the part of the hearer to comprehend the "deep" things taught by the preacher. 
I think it is time to start putting the blame where it belongs. Are these men the "deep" thinkers they want us to believe they are? I often think of a statement I once heard made by an old country fellow. He said, "Just because you can't see the bottom of the river doesn't necessarily mean the water is deep, it may just be muddy." I am convinced that this is the case with some of these "deep" thinkers. They have the ability to present their thoughts in such a confusing manner that they just "muddy the water." 
The apostle Paul said that he wrote the things revealed to him by the Holy Spirit so that "when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ" (Eph. 3:4). One of the characteristics of faithful gospel preachers through the years has been their ability to present the truth of the gospel in a way that made it easily understood by those who heard. If these men who fancy themselves as being such "in depth" students of the word really have the knowledge and ability they want us to believe they have then why don't they just teach what they believe to be the truth in a simple understandable manner. If we are misunderstanding what they are teaching then we plead with them to use their "superior" ability and present their teaching so that we "inferiors" can understand. The gospel of Christ remains the same today as when first preached on the day of Pentecost. When someone has to preach something that has never been preached before or preach it in a way no one else has ever preached it we had better beware. 
I certainly do not want to discourage any study of God's word nor do I condone those who become satisfied with "the way we have always done things" and will not change even when change is necessary to conform to God's word. However, I do not approve of those who seem more concerned with impressing men with their ability to be "deep thinkers" rather than helping men understand the plain and simple teachings of God's word. All preachers need, from time to time, to ask themselves the same question Paul asked in his epistle to the Galatians; "For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men?" (Gal. 1:10). Paul said, "if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ."
   >>>
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>>>
 I have often said that the two greatest compliments that could be paid to one preaching are: (1) "He preaches the truth" and (2) "He presents it in such a way that all can understand." When we become more concerned with "making an impression" than we are with "preaching the word" we are making a grave mistake. Our concern must always be the salvation of souls and not self-glorification. If the gospel is preached souls will be saved and God will be glorified. Don't be intimidated by those who try to make you feel inferior in your ability to understand truth. Their teaching may not be "deep," it may just be "muddy." 
______________________________________
The Power Of Influence
By David 
Padfield
Webster defines the word influence as "the power of persons or things to affect others, seen only in its effects." Though the word influence is only found one time in the King James Version, its meaning is on every page. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells his disciples that they are the "salt of the earth" (Matt. 5:13-16). There are many interesting things you can say about this figure of speech. Salt is totally worthless while sitting on a shelf, it has to be applied. Salt can also 
loose
 its "saltiness."When it 
looses
 its power to flavor, it is good for nothing and must be discarded. 
Paul told the brethren at Corinth they were an "epistle of Christ known and read by all men" (2 Cor. 3:1-3). Whether we like it or not, every Christian is an advertisement for Christ. It is rather scary to think the honor of Christ is in the hands of his disciples. Men of the world will judge Christ by the character of his followers. 
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Hardened by sin
"Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them." (Eccl. 12:1) "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord." (2 Cor. 3:18)
 
"I once saw, lying side by side in a sculptor's workshop, two heads made of metal. One was perfect. All the features of a manly, noble face were clear and distinct. The other, however, had scarcely a single, recognizable human characteristic. It was marred and spoiled. The sculptor said, 'This one is badly distorted because the metal was allowed to cool before it was stamped out, and therefore it wouldn't take the impression.'" (From 
Bible Illustrator
)
Likewise, many souls might have been stamped with the likeness of the Savior while they were still warm with the vitality of early youth, but they allowed themselves to grow cold through pleasure, sin, and error. Thus, now they are misinformed, hardened, and lost forever. 
___________________________________
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Have you ever considered what type of an advertisement you are? One of our songs suggests that "We are the only Bible the careless world will read, We are the sinners gospel, we are the scoffers creed, We are the Lord's last message, given in deed and word, What if the type is crooked? What if the print is blurred?" 
Much of the book of Proverbs is devoted to warning young men about their choosing their companions. "He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed" (Prov. 13:20). 
The majority of worldly people will pay very little attention to what we say, but our actions will always be scrutinized. When they think of our character and reputation, our actions will speak louder than our words.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; It takes 
                     
away the life of its owners. - 
Proverbs 1:19
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What Will Your Children Remember?
     
B
y Lowell 
Blasingame
The Psalmist said that a man's children are "a heritage of the Lord," (Psa. 127:4). Most admit that there is something badly wrong with parents who do not love and value their children as such.
Parental love motivates us to be concerned about our children's welfare and seek what is best for them. We try to train them to eat properly so they will develop strong healthy bodies. We warn and advise against dangers of which they are not aware. We make decisions for them until we think they are mature enough to make their own.
Unfortunately, parents often fail their children in the most important area of all in life - the need for seeking first the kingdom of God (Mt. 6:33). I once visited with a father and tried to impress upon him this need. His response to me was that when he was a child his mother made him get up on Sundays and go to the little church in the community where they lived and he made up his mind then that when he became a man of his own, that he wouldn't go until he wanted to go. This man later in life came to recognize that need and obeyed the gospel but his son, who was in his formative years when I talked with his father and needed a father's example, didn't get such then and today is not a Christian. Fathers are admonished to bring up their children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord," (Eph. 6:4). Timothy's unfeigned faith is attributed to the example of a godly mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5). On the other hand, of 
Ahaziah
 it is said, "For his mother was his counselor to do wickedly" (2 Chron. 22:3).
Jeremiah made an observation about his generation that its sin was written with a pen of iron and the point of a diamond upon the table of their heart and horns of their altars, "Whilst their children remember their altars and their grooves by the green trees upon the high hills," (Jer. 17:1-2). Judah's example was imprinting the future of their children - it was being decided by what they remembered from the example of their forefathers.
Statistics recently released from a study made reveal the tremendous impact of parental example in the lives of their children. It was learned that children growing up in homes whose parents actively participated in the work of the local congregation had a tendency to be more active in the work of the 
congrega-tion
 when they became adults than those whose parents manifest little or no interest in the work of the church. In fact, very rarely did parents who spasmodically attended and took no part in the work of the congregation have children to become active members when they became adults. They exhibited the same undependable traits that their parents did.
I can conceive of nothing more heart rending than for one seeing his child condemned in the day of judgment and know that he had influenced his child in the wrong way. Jeremiah said that Judah's children would remember her altars and groves. His point was that their idolatry would influence their children to serve idols and incur the wrath of Jehovah and that they were partially responsible for it by their examples.
      
>>>
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>>> What will your children remember? Will it be that you never obeyed the gospel, or that you turned back and ceased to serve the Lord, or that you constantly complained and found fault with your brethren in the Lord? Will they remember that you could sit on a backless bleacher for a two to three hour ballgame or in a boat fishing, but that an hour on a bench in the church building had your back killing you? Will they remember that you skipped services when kinfolks came, or for a golf tournament, or for the opening day of deer season? Will they remember that you bought the best with which to golf, hunt or fish, that the price of gasoline, motels and food never kept you from Mountain View, Pigeon Forge or the beach, but you never could drive fifty or a hundred miles to worship with brethren and encourage them in a gospel meeting? Will they remember that you were always early for the movie, first at the picnic and in the stands before the first pitch of the ball game, but that you never seemed to be able to get to worship ser-vices before the singing had started?
Remembering you will be a major factor in imprinting the lives of your children and grandchildren, is this what you want?
"Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after. Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they t
hat are otherwise cannot be hid" 
(1 Tim. 5:24-25).
______________________________________
"But seek first the 
kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and 
all these things shall be added to you. 
 
- Matthew 6:33
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Would I Study My Bible If...?
By Paul Johnson
William McPherson had a charge of dynamite go off in his face. He lost his eyes and hands and the feeling in parts of his face. He realized how much the Bible meant to him and he greatly needed its strength.  He could not read it in Braille because of his artificial hands. He tired to place his lips on the dots, but they were to decipher the Moon type system of dashes. The metal left his lips and tongue bleeding and very sore, but he prayed to God to help him continue to learn just one letter of the alphabet. In the 65 years that followed, he read the Bible through four times with his tongue.
Would I study the Bible if the same thing happened to me that happened to Mr. McPherson? Would I have the desire, the intense desire to know God's will, that I would go through what he did to learn? I wonder if I would not rather have decided, ``I can't ever read the Bible again.''
Would I study the Bible if I had to get up an hour 
earlier each day to work it into my busy (?) schedule? Or miss my favorite TV program if, at that hour I remembered I hadn't studied my Bible for the day and wouldn't have time afterwards?
Would I study the Bible (I wish I hadn't heard of that McPherson fellow) if I didn't feel just right, or if I had had a hard day at work, or if I was just too tired? (I wonder how that fellow learned to read with his tongue?) Or would I study even though I was a slow reader and it took me all day just to read one or two chapters?
Would I study the Bible on occasions when the saints were assembled (Sunday morning, Wednesday night, etc.) if I had to go without supper till after services, or walk or drive several blocks to get there?
How many ``if
's'' keep you from studying the 
Bible? Is this matter of no importance to you at all? If it is, then do something about it.
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Life Without a Mirror 
B
y Lenny Chapman
How many times a day do you take a peek in a mirror? What would life be like if suddenly there were no more mirrors? Can you imagine getting ready in the morning without the time spent in front of the mirror shaving, getting our hair just right, and for that last look at the total outfit before we step out for the day? What about going to the store to buy new clothes? Could you deal with a system of trying on an outfit and then coming out of the dressing room asking people “How do I look in this one?” Recently I watched a group spend a considerable amount of time at a sunglasses display trying on glasses, looking in the mirror, trying on another pair, and looking in the mirror over and over. Imagine walking up to the display of sunglasses and pulling one off saying “These look good, I’ll buy them!” If it doesn’t matter how they look and feel why do we spend so much time picking “just the right” pair out?
Well, of course life would surely be different without mirrors. It is quite amazing when you think about it, how a piece of reflective glass can expand our vision so dramatically. Mirrors help us see behind and beside us while we drive our automobiles. When placed properly, mirrors can help one to see around a corner, or above us, or below us. However, one of the most important functions of a mirror and perhaps the most widely used purpose is to see the reflection of one’s self! The time we spend in front of the mirror helps us to present ourselves in the best possible way to others, and also helps boost our own self-confidence. When looking in a mirror we can see in advance how we look (outwardly) to others! Wouldn’t it be great if there were a way to see our reflection inwardly?
The Bible is our “looking-glass” to see our reflection as it pertains to the inward man. The apostle Paul told Timothy that, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God  may be perfect, thoroughly furnished  unto all good works” 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17)
. So it is that the scriptures are to be used as a mirror. The Christian should be able to see his own reflection as he reads the Word of God.
Certainly for a newborn Christian the reflection may not be as clear as it will be for the mature Christian. However, Paul wrote to those in Corinth encouraging them to continue in their study of the scriptures, and that by applying the lessons learned, they will soon grow to know the full meaning of the Christian lifestyle “For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know fully even as also I was fully known” 
(1 Cor. 13:12).
 Just as we make that second or third pass in front of the mirror each morning for “fine-tuning,” we also should be “fine-tuning” our spiritual condition. As a test, would you consider changing your morning preparations for one week? In this test, start out on Monday looking in the mirror as many times as you like until noon. Then refrain from looking in any mirror until Thursday morning. What would the results be from this test?
 
   >>>
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>>> 
Sadly, there are many who do this very thing with their spiritual condition. They will set down their Bible for days at a time without ever even missing it. Why would one feel that the inner man is not affected by this type of action? Of course we are affected, and in many cases, much more deeply than one would want to consider. The scriptures tell us that, “bodily exercise is profitable for a little; but godliness is profitable for all things,” 
(1 Tim. 4:8)
, it is the inner man that we should place the most effort for improvement. “Now the Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit 
(2 Cor. 3:17-18)
. We can see that it is by application of God’s word that we become the image of godliness! So, let us realize the importance of our inner man and check our spiritual condition as often as we check our outward condition by looking into Holy Scriptures, “the mirror” that brings forth everlasting life!
______________________________________
Concerning the Evidence for the New Testament . . .
F. F Bruce writes that there are about 5,000 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, whole or in part, in existence and these constitute the most abundant manuscript evidence of any ancient book. He writes, “The evidence for our New Testament writings is ever so much greater than the evidence for many writings of classical authors (e.g., Julius Caesar’s ‘Gallic Wars, ’Titus Livy‘s ‘The History of Rome,’ and Tacitus’ ‘Histories’), the authenticity of which no one dreams of questioning”
 
 
- F. F Bruce The New Testament 
    
Documents: Are They Reliable?
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Amazing Design!
B
y Greg 
Gwin
Birds and bats, bees and butterflies – these are but a few of earth’s creatures that possess extraordinary navigational skills. How does a bird know the proper route to follow on its migrations north and south? How can a bee find its way back to the hive --- and then return again with other helpers to the nectar-rich flower patch just discovered? Such accomplishments have long puzzled the scientists that study such things. 
An article in National Geographic describes research that has been undertaken to discover the answer to these mysteries. The conclusions are amazing. Birds, for instance, have been shown to “use the sun as a compass together with an internal clock that compensates for the sun’s changing position in the sky”. And then there are the honeybees which “employ special cells in their compound eyes to recognize patterns of polarized light which enables them to determine the location of the sun, even if it is obscured by clouds”. Desert ants, we are told, can tell distances by counting steps from one location to another. Spawning salmon travel thousands of miles to return to the very section of river where they were born. Scientists agree that they “locate home streams by smell...imprinting on the odors from soil and vegetation”. Other fish navigate in murky water by generating an electric field and then sensing their “environment through fluctuations in the electric current”. Some insects are known to determine direction and location by sensing “magnetic fields through specialized photo-receptors in their eyes”. 
All of this staggers the imagination. The complexities of nature are incredible. But even more amazing is the fact that there are so many people who believe that this all came about by random chance as living creatures evolved from lower life forms. How can it be so? Who can believe it? Faith in a living, all-powerful God is a much more reasonable explanation. Think about it! 
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"Better to be of a Humble Spirit"
By R.J. Evans
"God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble" (James 4:6). "Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, Than to divide the spoil with the proud" (Prov. 16:18-19).
A person does not have to be proud, boastful or arrogant to be great, as is believed by so many today. Moses was truly a great man, and at the same time, "very meek, above all the men which lived upon the face of the earth" (Num. 12:3). King Saul was told by Samuel that "When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel?" (1 Sam. 15:23). But with the passing of time, Saul became "big" in his own eyes and, because of his proud, sinful actions, the Lord rejected him as king (1 Sam. 15:23).
David, a man after God's own heart, was humble. His humility is evident by some of his statements found in the Psalms. He said, "My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; The humble shall hear of it and be glad" (Psa. 34:2). He also stated that "The sacrifices of God are of a broken spirit, A broken and contrite heart -- These, O God, You will not despise" (Psa. 51:17).
The Apostle Paul, from the world's viewpoint, had every reason to be proud. He was highly educated, having been "brought up at the feet of 
Gamaliel
, taught according to the strictness of our father's law" (Acts 22:3). He had the honor and privilege of being a Roman citizen (Acts 22:25-29). Paul told the Philippians, "If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless" (Phil. 3:4-6). Yet, Paul was a man of humility. Concerning the facts just stated, he went on to say, "But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ" (Phil. 4:7). In fact, he later called these things "rubbish" (v. 8). As an apostle, he spoke of himself as "the least of all the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God" (1 Cor.15:9). He also spoke of himself as the chief of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15).
All through the scriptures, we can observe that God used the ones of a "humble spirit" for His service. If we are going to be truly great in the service to the Lord today, then we too must be humble. Jesus said, "but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant" (Matt. 20:26). James tells us to "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, And He will lift you up" (Jas. 4:10).
The person of a "humble spirit" realizes that he is nothing without God. He is genuinely happy to obey all of God's commands and to receive His rich blessings. He is like an empty vessel which only God can fill. Paul said, "For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith (Rom. 12:3). May we always remember that "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble" (Jas. 4:6).
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I Love the Church 
                
That Jesus Built
By Gus Nichols
I love the church that Jesus built,
And know that it is right.
I go there every Sunday morn,
But not on Sunday night.
I love to sing the songs of God;
Such worship must be right.
And this I do on Sunday morn,
But not on Sunday night.
I love to hear the Gospel too,
It gives me pure delight.
I hear it every Sunday morn,
But not on Sunday night.
And may God bless our preacher too,
And give him power and might,
And put a sinner in my place
At worship Sunday night.
It’s true, the church can save the world,
If good light shines bright;
I help it every Sunday morn,
But not on Sunday night.
Yes, all of us must one day die,
I hope I’ll be doing right;
So may I die on Sunday morn,
But not on Sunday night!
__________________________________
24 And let us consider one another in           order to stir up love and good works,
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 
                                            
 
- Hebrews 10:24-25
 
     
 
 
) (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
The Price To Pay!
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace..." (Eph. 1:7)
Suppose that a man rented a large field from another and promised to pay a thousand dollars for the rental at the end of the year. The agreement is signed. If the harvest has been poor because of drought, pests, storms, poor fertilizing, or whatever, the man who rented the field may wish he had never signed the agreement. He may wish that the 
owner take half of the harvest instead 
of demanding cash. However, the 
agreement had been signed and   
there is nothing to do but abide by it.
If, however, the owner should say that 
he would accept fifty bushels of corn 
instead of the money, compliance 
would put an end to the agreement. If 
the owner should say he would     
accept twenty bushels of grain, that is 
the end of the matter. If the owner 
should say that he would free the man 
from his debt if he would sing him a 
song, that ends the matter. It is the 
owner who must be satisfied.
 
God must be satisfied in the matter of our sin. When one believes and obeys the Lord, God declares a man free from his sin. God declares Himself fully satisfied because of what the Lord has done for us. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. 
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If you are visiting wi
th us we are honored you are he
r
e
!
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GOD’S PLAN FOR ME?
By 
Russ Bowman
When I graduated from high school, I had every intention of becoming a veterinarian. I thought a bit about a medical career, but given that I like animals more than people, I decided in favor of veterinarian medicine. But while in college I was preaching a good bit and was asked by a local preacher to help with some duties in a congregation outside of Tampa. After the better part of a year, I decided that I would probably end up preaching whether or not I became a vet, so I changed my major to something I thought might help me more and determined to give my life to that pursuit. And it is not uncommon when I first meet someone for them to ask me about my decision to preach, often phrasing the question in these terms: “When/How did you get your calling?” I’ve always found that an interesting question because it belies some concepts and conclusions about how God works. Preaching is not a normal ‘job’ (though some men approach it as such), but rather a life. And many people recognize that and assume that those who would choose to live such a life have received some special sign or inclination or communication from God Himself. And it’s somewhat humorous to note the reaction of some folks when I reply, “I didn’t receive some call. I simply decided that’s what I needed to do with my life”. They almost act disappointed that I don’t have a good “God moved me” story.
I firmly believe in the power of God, and that He exercises His will upon the universe. I believe that He has, at times, interrupted the normal laws which govern this world and performed supernatural activities - wonders, signs. The Bible account is full of His power being manifested in order to accomplish some particular goal or in order to confirm His will being revealed (note the exodus account, or the signs offered to confirm the identity of Jesus). I do not believe that He acts in this way in the present age and I believe that the New Testament affirms this truth (study the purpose of miracles - Mark 16:20; Hebrews 2:3-4 - and the comments of 1 Corinthians 13:8f). But I do believe that He has the power to act in this world through providential means, that is, accomplishing His will without superseding any recognizable law of nature and without violating the free will of anyone. A Being Who is omniscient and omnipotent, knowing beforehand what men will do, has the capacity to bring about His determinations without the need of miraculous intervention. Thus, when we are told to pray to God regarding our daily needs or for deliverance from temptation (Matthew 6:9-13), He can provide for such without the need for bread from stones or exorcisms. But providence is a hard concept to appreciate because we can never know if God is acting unless He has told us so. Thus, people often draw conclusions that are not in evidence, and then extrapolate theories about God’s will and God’s ways that are completely un-Biblical.
There is a troubling sentiment that seems to have pervaded the thinking of the general ‘Christian’ world of our day, namely that “God has a plan for me”. I’ve run across the idea repeatedly of late, though it is nothing new to the thinking of the modern evangelical adherent. Many people who believe in Jesus have accepted the idea that, somehow or another, God has mapped out a course for every individual and that such a blueprint accounts for every little activity, decision, and circumstance in one’s life. And then every day’s events are filtered through the lens that “this is God’s will”. When good things happen, God is blessing me. When bad things happen, Romans 8:28 is taken out of its context and
 
perverted to affirm
 
that
                 >>>
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“God has something good that will come of this”. I have already affirmed that I do believe in providence and that prayer would be useless without it, but I cannot find any Biblical reference that supports the idea that “God has a plan for me”. I do not deny that God has had a plan for some men. He employed men like Abraham and Joseph and Moses and Pharaoh and David and Nebuchadnezzar and John the Baptist and Jesus and Paul in order to advance, fulfill, and reveal His scheme for man’s redemption. And such certainly raises the possibility that God might put certain men in certain places in this world with the expectation that they will be an influence in the furthering of His determinations. But the New Testament 
no where
 affirms that such is the case of every believer. In fact, the idea that God is a puppet master in the life of each suppose follower can have devastating implications. I heard a ‘preacher’ recently raise this question - “What do I do if the life God promised me is not the life God has given me?” Wait a minute! If God promised me a life and then didn’t give it, doesn’t that make God a liar? And thus unholy? And thus imperfect? And thus not at all the God revealed in Scripture?
In truth, there are serious repercussions to the ‘personal blueprint’ concept about God’s activity. If I can’t find “God’s purpose/plan for me” then have I somehow failed Him? Or maybe He didn’t properly reveal it and He has failed me? Perhaps my faith is somehow lacking or defective. Maybe I’m just too weak or ignorant to really serve God because I can’t “find my place”? What if the pursuit of “God’s plan for me”
leaves me confused or frustrated because He’s not revealing things or moving me or guiding me or speaking to me? What if I don’t get the gifts and signs and tongues and dreams and emotions and feelings that I’m supposed to get? Is it me? Is it Him? Do I quit? Where do I go for my answers?
To the televangelist or local pastor
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Straight Talk
B
y Gary 
Fiscus
One particular brother was not too well educated, and his manner was rather rough and crude. He had become a Christian and was boiling with enthusiasm to be of some genuine service to the Master. The elders handed him a list of 10 names with this explanation: “These men are all members of the church, but they seldom attend the services. Some of them are prominent men of the city. Contact them any way you can. Here is some church stationery you may use to write them letters. Get them back to church!” 
The man accepted the challenge with rugged determination. In about three weeks a letter came to the church from a prominent physician in the city whose name had been on the list. Inside the letter was a $1000 check and this note: “Dear Preacher: Enclosed is my check to make-up my missing contribution for the past several weeks. I am sorry for missing worship, but be assured that I will be present this Lord’s Day and every Lord’s Day following. I won’t miss worship again if I can help it. PS: Would you please tell your secretary that is one “t” in “dirty” and no ‘c” in “skunk”!” 
Perhaps some of us have not be telling-it-like-it-is often enough in the past! The direct approach is usually the best, and while our “speech is to be seasoned with salt” (Col.4:6), sometimes a cupful of salt water is needed! 
_________________________________________
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who has everyone convinced that God is talking to him (while he rakes in the dough and advances the show)? What do I do when I can’t figur
e out what I’m 
suppose
 to do? 
The Bible tells us what God’s plan is for us. He wants us to put our trust in Jesus (Romans 10:8-23) and sacrifice ourselves to His service (Romans 12:1-2). His plan for me is that I get up every day and live my life as a child of God and disciple of Jesus (Ephesians 4:17f; Colossians 3:1f). He wants us to be holy (1 Peter 1:13f) and godly (Titus 2:11f). Can I be useful to God? Certainly! Can I be a force for good? Without a doubt. Does God hear my prayers and care for me? He says He does (1 Peter 3:10f; 5:5f). I don’t know what will come my way in life - joy, pain, tragedy, success. But as a follower of Jesus, I don’t have to have God pulling the strings. He died for me and saved me. The faithfulness, service, sacrifice, and gratitude are my privilege. I’ll try to deny myself, take up my cross, and follow Him. Wherever that takes me will be fine.
)
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Why Be Baptized?
If you BELIEVE with all your heart that Jesus is the son of God, (John. 20:30-31; Acts 8:35-39) you should REPENT of your sins, (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30), CONFESS your faith in Christ (Mt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) and BE BAPTIZED for the following reasons:
1. Because God commands it. Acts 10:48
2. To fulfill all righteousness. Mt. 3:15
3. To be a friend of Christ. John 15:14
4. Because you love God. 1 John 5:3; John 14:15
5. Lest you reject the council of God against yourself. Luke 7:30
6. To be born again. John 3:3-5
7. To enter the kingdom. John 3:5
8. For remission (forgiveness) of sins. Acts 2:38
9. To receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Acts 2:38
10. In order to be saved. Mark 16:16
11. To wash away your sins. Acts 22:16
12. To get into the death of Jesus where blood was shed. Rom. 6:3
13. To be buried with Christ. Roman 6:4
14. To be raised with Christ. Rom. 6:4; Col. 3:1; 2:12
15. To rise to walk in the newness of life. Romans 6:4
16. To be a child of God by faith. Galatians 3:26-27
17. To get into the body, which is the Church. 1 Cor. 12:13; Col 1:18
18. To have a good conscience. 1 Peter 3:21
19. To get INTO Christ. Gal. 3:27
20. Because "
baptism doth also now save us
." 1 Peter 3:21
I have given twenty scriptural reasons why a penitent believer should be baptized. Can you think of ONE REASON why he should not be baptized? Ask your preacher if he preaches that people should be baptized for these twenty reasons. If he doesn't, he is a false teacher. Insist that he preach the truth about baptism, because his soul and the souls of those he teaches are at stake.(1 Tim. 4:16) Preachers might make fun of baptism but God's Word will continue to stand. (1 Peter 1:22-25)
.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Remember our 
Congregational Singing
October 4
7:30 PM
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Why Should I Trust
the Bible?
B
y Larry Rouse
We live in a generation that has
   
 scoffed at the idea of any absolute standard of authority. Those who
 
 point to the Bible as containing the answers to the most crucial issues of life are pushed aside as ignorant or naive. If these thoughts are yours, please consider the following points:
1. To determine if the Bible is from God or man is an issue that can be tested and the truth known. I appeal to you to at least read the Bible with an open mind and then test what you read.  This is the appeal of Jesus Christ himself (John 8:32; 7:17).
2. Take the time to consider the 
historical and archeological 
accuracy of the Bible. History 
tells us of many recent scholars, 
such as Sir William Ramsey, who 
because of their archeological 
studies of the Bible lands came 
to respect the Bible as one of the 
most accurate sources of ancient 
history. This tells us that the Bible is no myth but rather was written by men in the times claimed and written in a careful manner.
3. Consider the identity of Jesus Christ - who is He? The appeal of the apostles in the book of Acts is that they witnessed Jesus as one who was raised from the dead (Acts 2:32: 3:14-15; 5:30-32; 10:39-42; 13:27-31). Is this testimony valid? What was the motive of men like the Apostle Paul in making such an abrupt change from persecutor to preacher? History bears testimony that all these witnesses, save one, died a martyr’s death for this truth (1 
Cor
 15:30-32). Did they die for a lie?
4. Finally, consider the powerful evidence of fulfilled prophecy. In the death of Christ there are several detailed accounts of His death hundreds of years before the event (Psalms 22, Isaiah 53). How can this be?
Why not begin your examination of the Bible today?
     
 
     
 
 
) (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
"Fly off the handle"
"He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city." (Prov. 16:32)
 
The expression, "Fly off the handle," is used when on
e quickly loses his temper. The 
original expression comes to us from the use of tools. After tools have set in the shed for months, the wooden
 
 handle becomes dry and shrinks.
 When various tools such as an ax are used, 
the iron can easily fly off the 
handle because of the shrunken
 
wood
. When the blade of an ax flies 
off the handle, it is very dangerous to the user and everyone standing
 
nearby. Similarly, when one, "flies off the handle" (has a violent explosion of anger), it endangers everyone. 
Let us learn to rule our spirits. 
_________________________________________
C
heap gospel?
B
y Whit 
Sasser
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation" (Romans 1:16) 
When churches try to lure people to their services by means of gimmicks and big promotions, they make a big mistake. Bingo parties, musical entertainment, films, dinners and such like, only cheapen the gospel in the minds of thinking people. A bigger attendance may be the short term effect, but less respect for God is the long term effect. If you gain souls by carnal means, then carnal means will be needed to hold them. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of GOD unto salvation, and though fewer may respond to it, salvation is only therein. 
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To The Work
By Steve Klein
We all need to be reminded, at least occasionally, to do the work God expects us to do in His service, and to do it consistently. Local churches are frequently handicapped by members who are simply not committed to doing their share of 
the work on a regular basis. One very pleasant way of reminding one another of our duties is by "admonishing one another in Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs" (Colossians 3:16). The words of the song To The Work, written by William 
Doane
, do just that. This spiritual song reminds us that . . .
"We are Servants of God" We are not put on this earth to serve ourselves, but to serve our God. Fearing God and keeping His commandments is our whole duty (Ecclesiastes 12:13). Peter, James, Jude and Paul all identify themselves as "servants" of God in their epistles (Titus 1:1; James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; Jude 1). This is how they saw themselves.  As we follow this apostolic example, we will also see ourselves as servants of God.
"There is Labor for All" Jesus observed that "The harvest is truly great, but the laborers are few..." (Luke 10:2). There is plenty of work for all those who are willing to labor. Don't wait for someone to tell you what to do. Take the initiative. Find work that needs doing and JUST DO IT. Like an ant which has "no captain, overseer or ruler" yet works diligently, we too should be "always abounding in the work of the Lord" even when no one is looking over our shoulder or cracking the whip behind us (Proverbs 6:6; 1 Corinthians 15:58).
"Work in the Strength of the Lord" - God supplies the strength we need to do the work He expects us to do. We should be "fruitful in every good work" as we are "strengthened with all might according to His glorious power" (Colossians 1:10b-11a). The trust the Psalmist expressed in God's ability to strengthen him should be our trust as well: "For by You I can run against a troop, by my God I can leap over a wall" (Psalms 18:29).
Near the end of His life on earth, Jesus could truthfully say to His Father, "I have finished the work which You have given Me to do" (John 17:4). How many of us will be able to say the same when our lives draw to a close? God has given us all work to do in His service.  Are we accomplishing it?
In Nehemiah's day, when God's people were rebuilding the walls of 
Jerusalem
, the work got done because "the people had a mind to work" (Nehemiah 4:6).  If the work gets done among God's people today it will be for the same reason.
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What Have You Done For The Lord Lately?
By 
David Deason
Monday:  Alarm rings, shower, and off to work or school.  Home by six, fast food for dinner, Monday night football at 8, hit the sack around 11.
Tuesday:  Alarm, work (or school), home by six, grab some fast food, meet some buddies for some fun, home, kiss the kids goodnight, bed around 11.
Wednesday:  Same, except after 
Micky
 D's, we rush to Bible study as we try to briefly look over our lesson.
Thursday:  Same as 
everyday
, only this is basketball game night at 7.  Then home and to bed.
Friday:  FINALLY FRIDAY!  But it's the same as 
everyday
.  Tonight is rest night.  We just "chill out" in front of the TV.
Saturday:  Finally a day to sneak off to the woods to hunt.  Home around 7 or 8 pm.  Watch another football game and a movie, go to be around midnight.
Sunday:  Wake up late, rush to services.  Briefly look over the lesson as you fly down the road.  Arrive late and drift through the services.  Leave swiftly to watch the Titans football game.  You are always excited to see them play!  Arrive late to services again that evening.  Attempt to worship with drowsy eyes.  Rush home again to watch that movie you've been dying to see.  Sleep by 11.  Start the whole week over again.
Does this roughly describe your week?  Sure, you can alter a few things here and there.  But there is one glaring problem that remains consistent - Where is the Lord?  We may attend services regularly, but are we taking the time out of our busy lives to DAILY live for the Lord?  How much time did you spend in Bible study this week outside of services?  Did you take advantage of an opportunity to teach a friend about the Lord?  Did you stop to just say "Thank You, Lord" for all the ways He has blessed your life?  Let me challenge you to change your schedule around.  Devote your time on this earth to the Lord!
.
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Lessons From The Ark
Everything I need to know about life, I learned from Noah's 
Ark
: 
1
: Don't miss the boat. 
2: Remember that we are all in the same boat. 
3: Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the 
 
Ark.
 
4: Stay fit. When you're 600 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big. 
5: Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done. 
6: Build your future on high ground. 
7: For safety's sake, travel in pairs. 
8: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs.
 
9: When you're stressed, float a while.
 
10: Remember, the 
Ark
 was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. 
11: No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a rainbow waiting.
 
_________________________________________
How much do you know about the “ARK” Can you answer these questions?
1.  Who build the ark?_______________________
2.  Who designed the 
Ark
?___________________  
3.  How long did it take?_____________________
4.  Why was the ark built?____________________
5.  How many people were in the 
Ark
?__________  
)
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A Richly Blessed Family
B
y Bill Hall
“Pity the Jones family. Poor things, they have to keep the preacher every time the 
church plans a meeting. And Christians are always stopping in at their place. And they 
are about the only people in the church that ever invite people in after services. I just 
wo
uldn’t put up with it myself.
Spare your pity! The Jones’ are a richly blessed family. Oh, occasionally they entertain 
some ungrateful scoundrel, but the blessings of hospitality far outweigh the problems. 
The Bible speaks of some wonderfully blessed people along these lines. For instance, 
we do not pity Mary and Martha for “having” to have Jesus in their home; we pity those 
who, not wanting Jesus, were deprived of this blessing. We do not pity Mary the mother 
of John Mark, in whose home “many were gathered together praying”, we pity those homes where Christians never assemble for Bible study and prayer. We do not pity Philemon who was to prepare Paul a 
lodg-ing
; we would love to have Paul as a guest in our home. Christians need to learn the joy and blessings which come to those who are hospitable. 
“We are hospitable,” someone says, “we often have friends from church in our home for get-togethers and parties.” That’s fine! We encourage this! But Bible hospitality goes beyond having friends in for an evening which is at least partially for our own selfish enjoyment. “I was a stranger and you took Me in,” Jesus will say in the judgment (Matthew 25:35). Gaius was commended for helping “brethren” and “strangers” who were traveling for the Lord’s name sake, and was told by John, “If you send them forward on their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will do well” (3 John 5-7). Further, the Bible teaches that we become partakers in evil deeds of false teachers when we receive them into our houses (2 John 9-11). But does this not imply that we become partakers in the good deeds of faithful teachers when we show them hospitality? 
A Christian will want to make friends with other Christians, and consequently will plan enjoyable evenings with close friends in his home. But the hospitable Christian will also use his home for conducting Bible classes, entertaining visiting preachers and other workers for the Lord, getting acquainted with newcomers in the church, comforting the bereaved and troubled, and for every good work. 
Our homes are blessings from the Lord. We must not use them selfishly, but rather to His glory. The result will be an occasional scratch on a chair, or a stain on the carpet, or a chipped glass -- really a small price to pay, though, for the warmth that comes to the home from new friends, good influences, rich Bible discussions, participation in the Lord’s work, and the 
satis
-faction of knowing that one is pleasing God and preparing himself for eternity. No, it is not the Jones’ whom we pity; it’s those who do not know the joy of hospitality. 
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Meditation
B
y Jim King
Like he has done to various other good words, man has managed to pollute the concept of meditation. Mystics, eastern religions, and New Age devotees have given it a humanistic, pagan twist, which has detracted from its prominent place among ancient saints. Believers in Bible times meditated. And when they did, what did they do? Webster defines meditate like this: “to think about, contemplate, to plan, intend, purpose; to think deeply and continuously, reflect, ponder, muse.” And as part of his definition of meditation, he says it means “solemn reflection on sacred matters as a devotional act.” 
This article is too brief to consider all the usages of this word in Scripture (Ps. 119 for example, is full of it); but a quick concordance check reveals that the predominate objects of Biblical meditation are God and His law. This “solemn reflection” is a consuming preoccupation. It takes up our days (“Oh, how / love your law! I meditate on it all day long”, Ps.119:97), and has priority over our nights (“My eyes stay open through the watches of the night, that / may meditate on your promises” Ps.119:148). Indeed, the blessed man of Ps.1:2 is the one who delights “in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night” 
If your experience is anything like mine, we are not
 
devoting nearly enough time to deeply pondering God and His word. Could it be that our lack of knowledge, wisdom, insight, peace, and joy is a direct result of this neglect? Take God’s command to Joshua personally: “Do not let this book of the law depart from your mouth, meditate on it day and night” (Joshua 1:8). 
______________________________________
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Think About It
By S
. 
Kilpatrick
Watch your thoughts; They become words. 
Watch your words; They become actions
. 
Watch your actions; They become habits. 
Watch your habits; They become character. 
Watch your character; It becomes your destiny
. 
What starts out as a simple thought may ultimately 
determine our destiny, even our eternal destiny. 
The writer of the above statement must have heard 
or read the words of Solomon found in Proverbs 
23:47, "As a man thinks in his heart, so is he."
Our thoughts reflect the person we really are. If we 
have thoughts which are hateful
, 
they will manifest 
themselves as words-actions-habits
. 
If, however, 
we fill our hearts with positive things, can anything 
but good actions result? 
Paul summed it up rightly when he wrote in 
Philippians 4:8, "Finally brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable, if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy; think about 
such things." 
Think about "these things," if we occupy our time on 
thoughts concerning "these things," it cannot help 
but result in an eternal destiny with God the Father
. 
WE ARE WHAT WE THINK! 
_________________________________________
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Do You Want Bible Knowledge?
By Gary Smalley
I once heard an aged gospel preacher refer 
to a comment he received from a 
person who appreciated his sermons: “I wish I knew as much about the Bible as you.” His reply was, “Lady, if you study the Bible for as many years as I have you would know as much or more!” Bible
 
knowledge
 was prized, desired and gained 
in the diligence of study.
Today, it is very sad to realize that there a
re many people who have allowed 
themselves to be convinced that the Bible ca
nnot be understood. Many others 
hold the view that the Bible is very difficult to understand and for that reason they do not investigate it for themselves. How drea
dful and dishonorable it is for 
people to not know what God has spoken! The
 Apostle Paul said people could 
have the knowledge he had by reading what he had written (Eph. 3:4; cf. 5:17).
In many cases, people who do not study the Bible for themselves have come to rely upon preachers to provide answers to their questions. Many preachers are very happy to help as many people as possible in gaining an understanding of what God has said. It is the mission of those who preach and teach God’s word to “make all men see” or “bring to light” the wisdom of God in the gospel of Jesus Christ. (Eph. 3:1-ff). But we must heed the warning that Christ gave with regard to relying on men as a source of truth. Of the religious leaders of His day, He said, “…they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.” (Matt. 15:14). People should study the Bible for themselves. If they do not, they become so easily deceived. (1 John 4:1).
Studying the Bible is not nearly as difficult as some would lead you to believe. Being a worthy Bible student is simple if you will follow these three basic principles:
1. Recognize that the Bible is the word of God. This amazing book is unique; no other book compares to it. The writers were men, but they wrote what the ultimate author commanded: “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” (2 Pet. 1:20-21). This incredible one-of-a-kind book reveals where man came from, why he is here and where he is going. Paul said, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Jesus Christ respected the Scriptures and regarded them as the word of God (John 17:17). You are in good company when you so regard the Bible.
2. Hunger and thirst for righteousness. Following the Lord’s directive in Matt. 5:6, if we have an intense desire to obtain “the righteousness of God” (2 Pet. 1:1; Rom. 3:22; 10:3), with the same fervor we seek food and drink when
 
hungry, we will obtain it! When we develop an appetite for regular servings of spiritual food, we will indeed grow thereby (1 Pet. 2:2).
 
These are the ones who take advantage of every opportunity to discuss and learn from God’s word.
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3. Pay the price. Paul admonished, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.” (2Tim. 2:15).  Study is work. It is careful examination, analysis, seeking answers to questions with the specific purpose or intent to understand and learn.  There is no “easy” button to push and no knowledge pill to take. This price is far more than most are willing to pay. The price of that filet mignon causes me to lose my desire for it and choose chicken. The price for knowing the Scriptures causes many to allow others to tell them about their religious views rather than going to the source of truth. Any who are unwilling to do what it takes to know the Scriptures will never know and understand them as they could or should.
Yes, friend, you can obtain a great deal of Bible knowledge, if you remember and apply these simple basic principles. If you have the proper respect for the Bible as the word of God, a burning desire for the righteousness it contains and a willingness to pay the price for success, you can understand and know what God has spoken! And with that knowledge you can enjoy all the spiritual blessings that God has for man, which are found in Christ (Eph. 1:3). May we help you today?
______________________________________
     
Don't get swallowed up by the world!
"...If you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." (John 8:24) "He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." (John 3:36)
 
In December 1985, a 70-foot-wide sinkhole swallowed one home and a carport and forced the evacuation of four homes in a retirement community in Florida. The hole was about the size of a pickup truck when it was discovered. Within three hours it had grown to 30 by 40 feet and had swallowed half of a small house. Two hours later the house was gone. The owners escaped with only their coats, glad to be alive. 
Without Christ, one will be swallowed up like a sinkhole, and the results will be far more catastrophic. 
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From The Heart!
"Then Jesus said to His disciples, 'If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.'" (Matt. 16:24) 
Three military recruiters showed up to address high school seniors. Each recruiter, representing the Army, Navy, and Marines, was given fifteen minutes to speak. The Army and Navy recruiters got carried away, so when it came time for the Marine recruiter to speak, he had just two minutes. He walked up and stood silent for a full sixty seconds, half of his time. Then he said, "I doubt whether there are two or three of you in this room who could even cut it in the Marines, but I want to see those two or three immediately in the dining hall when we are dismissed." He then took his seat. 
Later, when he arrived in the dining hall, he was greeted by a large number of students who were interested in becoming Marines. The recruiter knew that commitment comes from appealing to the heroic dimension in every 
heart. (By W. Frank Harrington)
_________________________________________
The Bible Classes and You
B
y Tim Nichols
A golden opportunity occurs here twice a week. And those who will not hear its knock are destined to be weak.
 
The Book of God is opened wide and placed before our eyes; that we might place it in our hearts and by it be made wise. So come and have a part with us, and please do not be late. Have your lesson in your hand and then participate. The passive student cannot learn if no effort is made to have the lesson in one’s mind with groundwork firmly laid. So read the Scriptures, fill the blanks, and give the Lord a chance to teach you truth more thoroughly than one gains by just a glance.
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CHANGE
By 
E.R. Hall, Jr.
We are moving into the season called "Fall" or "Autumn". It is a season of change. I remember the first time I had ever went away from home to college in Florida. It was in the summer of 1970 and I did not return till December of that year. I had considered what would it be that I would miss the most and concluded that, since Florida did not have mountains, it would be the mountains that I would miss. To my surprise, I did not miss the mountains nearly as much as I missed the change 
from Summer to Fall to Winter.
Some changes are necessary while others are not and some changes are welcome while other aren't. If all is normal, we change from a child into an adult, from young to old but some changes have to be deliberately made. They just don't happen by themselves. We are born into this world in a state of innocence; not knowing right from wrong. (Romans 7:7-12). But, through the process of teaching and learning what God expects of us, we make the same kind of choice that Joshua spoke to the children of Israel about in Joshua 24:15 when he said, "
...choose you this day whom ye will serve
.
Ultimately, on our own, we choose the way of Satan and the way of sin. "
For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God
." (Romans 3:23). We choose to sin and sin separates us from God (Isaiah 59:1,2). Thus, we choose death (spiritual death) for "
the wages of sin is death
." (Romans 6:23). There is another choice which is available to us: the choice of being reconciled back to God. That choice involves meeting the conditions God as set for the removal of sin. Faith (Hebrews 11:6;
 
Romans 10:17), repentance (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38), confessing Christ to be the Son of God (Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37), and being baptized (buried) will result in the forgiveness of sin (Colossians 2:12; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). This I can and will choose to do or not do. The choice is mine. If God's conditions are met, a change will occur: I will be changed from one who is lost in sin to one who is saved by the blood of Christ. What a change! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Reasons To Discipline Our Children
B
y Bob Hines
A scanning of 
Soloman's
 Proverbs provides several reasons. . . 
1. To show you don't hate them. "He who spares the rod hates his son but he who loves him is careful to discipline him." (13:24) 
2. To give them hope: "Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death." (19:18) 
3. To help them for a lifetime: "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it." (22:6) 
4. To chase away foolishness: "Folly is bound up in the heart of a child but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him." (22:15) 
5. To save his soul: "Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod he will not die. Punish him with the rod and save his soul from death." (23:13-14) 
6. For your own comfort: "Discipline your son and he will give you peace; he will bring delight to your soul." (29:17) Parents need to read and understand these passages. 
So, too, should our children. We want them to see why for their own good, and for the good of their children as well.
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DOES MORAL GOODNESS MAKE ONE A CHRISTIAN?
By 
Mike Johnson
Many honest and sincere souls mistakenly believe that if a person is morally good, then he is a Christian.  No one can be a faithful follower of Christ without being on a high moral plane.  However, Christianity is more than merely being moral.
Acts 10 tells about a man named Cornelius, whose living standard, from a moral standpoint, was above reproach.  The moral life of this man would put many Christians to shame.  He is described (Acts 10) as a “devout man,” “a just man,” and one, “which gave much alms to the people.”  In spite of these good traits, he was not a child of God.
Peter came to Cornelius’ house and told him what he needed to do to be in a saved state. Before this, it is clear Cornelius was an unsaved person. In Acts 11, Peter defended himself to the Jewish brethren for having preached to the Gentiles. In doing so, Peter cited what the angel had said to Cornelius, which was, “. . .  Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who shall tell 
thee
 words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved (vs. 13-14).”   Thus, before the arrival of Peter and his preaching, Cornelius, a very moral man, was unsaved.
Further, Cornelius’ prayers and good deeds did not save him, nor was he saved because of hearing an angel.  Instead, he was saved by hearing and believing (Acts 15:7), repenting, (Acts 17:30-31), and by being baptized (Acts 10:48, 2:38).
If moral goodness could save someone, undoubtedly Cornelius, a cut above most, would have been saved.  Moral virtue alone could not save him, and it cannot save us today.  However, we must not get the wrong idea.  A Christian must have high morals, but it takes more than merely being morally good to be a Christian and to be saved.
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Meditation
B
y Jim King
Like he has done to various other good words, man has managed to pollute the concept of meditation. Mystics, eastern religions, and New Age devotees have given it a humanistic, pagan twist, which has detracted from its prominent place among ancient saints. Believers in Bible times meditated. And when they did, what did they do? Webster defines meditate like this: “to think about, contemplate, to plan, intend, purpose; to think deeply and continuously, reflect, ponder, muse.” And as part of his definition of meditation, he says it means “solemn reflection on sacred matters as a devotional act.” 
This article is too brief to consider all the usages of this word in Scripture (Ps. 119 for example, is full of it); but a quick concordance check reveals that the predominate objects of Biblical meditation are God and His law. This “solemn reflection” is a consuming preoccupation. It takes up our days (“Oh, how / love your law! I meditate on it all day long”, Ps.119:97), and has priority over our nights (“My eyes stay open through the watches of the night, that / may meditate on your promises” Ps.119:148). Indeed, the blessed man of Ps.1:2 is the one who delights “in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night” 
If your experience is anything like mine, we are not
 
devoting nearly enough time to deeply pondering God and His word. Could it be that our lack of knowledge, wisdom, insight, peace, and joy is a direct result of this neglect? Take God’s command to Joshua personally: “Do not let this book of the law depart from your mouth, meditate on it day and night” (Joshua 1:8). 
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again, He designates a certain day, saying in David, "Today," after such 
              
a long time, as it has been said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, 
                            
Do not harden your hearts."- Hebrews 4:7
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That "Ugh" Feeling When Reading Scripture
     
By 
Doy
 Moyer
The Psalmist said that a man's children are "a heritage of the Lord," (Psa. 127:4). Most admit that there is something badly wrong with parents who do not love and value their children as such.
Parental love motivates us to be concerned about our children's welfare and seek what is best for them. We try to train them to eat properly so they will develop strong healthy bodies. We warn and advise against dangers of which they are not aware. We make decisions for them until we think they are mature enough to make their own.
Unfortunately, parents often fail their children in the most important area of all in life - the need for seeking first the kingdom of God (Mt. 6:33). I once visited with a father and tried to impress upon him this need. His response to me was that when he was a child his mother made him get up on Sundays and go to the little church in the community where they lived and he made up his mind then that when he became a man of his own, that he wouldn't go until he wanted to go. This man later in life came to recognize that need and obeyed the gospel but his son, who was in his formative years when I talked with his father and needed a father's example, didn't get such then and today is not a Christian. Fathers are admonished to bring up their children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord," (Eph. 6:4). Timothy's unfeigned faith is attributed to the example of a godly mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5). On the other hand, of 
Ahaziah
 it is said, "For his mother was his counselor to do wickedly" (2 Chron. 22:3).
Jeremiah made an observation about his generation that its sin was written with a pen of iron and the point of a diamond upon the table of their heart and horns of their altars, "Whilst their children remember their altars and their grooves by the green trees upon the high hills," (Jer. 17:1-2). Judah's example was imprinting the future of their children - it was being decided by what they remembered from the example of their forefathers.
Statistics recently released from a study made reveal the tremendous impact of parental example in the lives of their children. It was learned that children growing up in homes whose parents actively participated in the work of the local congregation had a tendency to be more active in the work of the 
congrega-tion
 when they became adults than those whose parents manifest little or no interest in the work of the church. In fact, very rarely did parents who spasmodically attended and took no part in the work of the congregation have children to become active members when they became adults. They exhibited the same undependable traits that their parents did.
I can conceive of nothing more heart rending than for one seeing his child condemned in the day of judgment and know that he had influenced his child in the wrong way. Jeremiah said that Judah's children would remember her altars and groves. His point was that their idolatry would influence their children to serve idols and incur the wrath of Jehovah and that they were partially responsible for it by their examples.
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>>> 
What will your children remember? Will it be that you never obeyed the gospel, or that you turned back and ceased to serve the Lord, or that you constantly complained and found fault with your brethren in the Lord? Will they remember that you could sit on a backless bleacher for a two to three hour ballgame or in a boat fishing, but that an hour on a bench in the church building had your back killing you? Will they remember that you skipped services when kinfolks came, or for a golf tournament, or for the opening day of deer season? Will they remember that you bought the best with which to golf, hunt or fish, that the price of gasoline, motels and food never kept you from Mountain View, Pigeon Forge or the beach, but you never could drive fifty or a hundred miles to worship with brethren and encourage them in a gospel meeting? Will they remember that you were always early for the movie, first at the picnic and in the stands before the first pitch of the ball game, but that you never seemed to be able to get to worship ser-vices before the singing had started?
Remembering you will be a major factor in imprinting the lives of your children and grandchildren, is this what you want?
"Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after. Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they that are oth
erwise cannot be hid" 
(1 Tim. 5:24-25). 
______________________________________
Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. - Psalm 119:105
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"Different Teachers; 
                  
Same Truth"
B
y Dan Langford
The common philosophy of our culture today fosters the “me, my, and mine” attitude. From early childhood onward, so much emphasis is being placed on “have your own way,” “do your own thing,” and “look out for number one.” 
Some see life through a window while others view life in a mirror. Those who view life in a mirror only see themselves.  They are only concerned with self, because they can’t see the needs of others around them.  Those who view life through a window, see others first, with a faded reflection of self.  They are truly concerned about all those about them.  They do everything possible to seek the good of others.  This is how parents should be teaching their children—look through the window, not just focus on yourself in the mirror!  
There is another mirror, however, that we need to constantly look into in order to see ourselves as God sees us—the mirror of God’s Word 
(Jas. 1:22-26). As Christians we must always place Christ and the advancement of His Cause first in our lives.  “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matt. 6:33). Further we are told to “Let nothing be done through  selfish   ambition  or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others” (Phil. 2:3-4).   
Thus, living the Christian life is a life of ministry and service to others.  Jesus taught this throughout the whole time he lived among men.  At   the   close of  His life here on earth, He demonstrated what He had been teaching by performing the lowly act of washing His disciples’ feet (Jn. 13).
Give some serious thought to the teachings of Christ before you begin to think you have to have “your way” in everything. Selfishness has no place in the service of the Lord. Stop looking at life in the mirror (of self); view it through the window! 
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Emphasizing Basics
By Roger 
Hillis
If the Lord's church is to survive and prosper, it must never depart from the basics of the gospel. 
A wise and experienced elder once told me, "I've never known a church to grow that didn't emphasize the basics. If a church is struggling, they just need to get back to first principles and preach them like the people have never heard them before." That was good advice. 
If Christians do not have a basic understanding of the elementary principles of the gospel, they have no solid foundation on which to build and grow. One of Christ's parables spoke of the need of making certain that we build on the right foundation (see Matt. 7: 24-27). That reminds us of the importance of teaching some of the same lessons over and over again. 
There are several reasons for this: First, there are always young people growing up who have heard these lessons from the time of their birth. But, at a very young age, most of these studies do not sink in. At some point (and really, only God knows when it will be), a lesson that young people have heard numerous times finally takes hold and they understand an important truth for the very first time. We should never assume that our young people know and understand Bible subjects just because we know they have heard them before. 
Secondly, we can never be sure when a visitor will show up and, perhaps, hear a vital Bible lesson at a crucial time in his life. It may be the first and only time that person will ever have the opportunity to understand an important doctrinal point, which could make the difference in his eternal destiny. That's also why we should make certain to explain the plan of salvation during a lesson every time. You just don't know who may be listening carefully and seriously considering obedience. He might have listened many times in the past, have done nothing about what he was learning, and still be receptive this time. 
Also, we must not assume that our older members (not in age, necessarily, but those who have been around a while) can always remember everything they've ever heard. It might have been a long time since they have studied a particular subject or they might be aware of the truth but not know where the verses are that teach that truth. It is always helpful to be reminded of things we know to be true so that our convictions are deep and not easily shaken. These things help to mature and stabilize us spiritually "till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph. 4:13,14). 
There will be certain subjects that we will never outgrow. We must never be afraid to preach lessons that members have heard many times. When someone has been a Christian for several years, there is almost no way to preach something new
 
to him. As people have said, "If it's new, it isn't true and if it's true, it isn't new." 
    
   >>>
   
   
 
   
) (
Vol
ume 11
                                               
                   November 10 2019
             
         
                   
                             #45
)								 																															

										







































 (
>>> 
No matter how much "strong meat" of the word people can handle, those who are the most mature spiritually will never grow tired of hearing these basic principles of truth, because they know how important they are. They love all truth and do not have to be entertained with "some new thing" all the time. 
"For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food" (Heb. 5:12). If people are not growing spiritually, if the church is struggling with carnality and division, if souls are not being saved, look first at the preaching. Maybe we need to just get back to the basics.
______________________________________
No Rules!
By Greg 
Gwin
The concept of ‘no rules’ seems initially appealing to many people. Just think – you can do whatever you want, whenever you want, wherever you want. Wonderful! 
But, wait, if I can do whatever, whenever, wherever, then so can everyone else. That means that their actions may impact upon me. They might decide to take my car, burn my house, or steal my children. If there are ‘no rules,’ then they can do anything, and there is no basis to stop them. 
Rules, we come to realize, are extremely necessary. My rights, my property, in fact my very existence depend upon rules. Without them, ‘civilization’ would come to an end. 
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C
ovetousness
"Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses." (Luke 12:15) 
                                      
There's an old legend about two very 
covetous men who were granted a 
wish upon the condition that whoever 
made the first wish, the second would 
receive a double portion of what the 
first requested. The first greedy man 
would not make his wish because he 
wanted the double portion for himself. 
The second covetous man felt the 
same; thus, he was also unwilling to 
make the first wish. After a long while, 
the first, who was strongest of the 
two, grabbed the second by the throat and said he would choke him to death if he didn't make his wish. As the second man was about to die, he said, "I wish to be made blind in one eye." Immediately, he lost the sight of one eye, and his companion went blind in both eyes! 
The moral of this old story is, "Beware of covetousness." 
_________________________________________
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Religion is no different. Rules are clearly necessary. If allowed to do whatever we want, there is no end to the chaos that results. The confused and divided religious world of our day is a testimony against the misguided notion that man should do as he pleases when it comes to serving God. 
How can we know what is right? How can we be assured that God is pleased? On what basis can we judge that certain religious deeds are proper and others are wrong? Surely these matters cannot be left to the subjective feelings of men. The ‘I’m OK, you’re OK’ approach is a proven failure. There must be something objective and certain that will direct us as we seek God. 
The objective standard we seek is the inspired Word of God. It is a “light to our path, and a lamp to our feet” (Ps. 119:105). God’s word is the truth (Jn. 17:17) that can make us free (Jn. 8:32). 
With the divinely delivered ‘rule book’ in hand, we must respect it and comply with its regulations. This would include ‘speaking where the Bible speaks, and being silent where the Bible is silent’ (1 Pet. 4:11), and demanding ‘book, chapter, and verse’ for everything we do (Col. 3:17). Anything less will lead to the anarchy of ‘no rules.’ 
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No Time or Place to Quit
      
B
y R. J. Evans
“While I live I will praise the Lord; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being” (Psa. 146:2).
The above words of the Psalmist reveal his plans to faithfully serve the Lord as long as he lived.  No doubt, he realized that faithfully serving the Lord brings many blessings and joys now, as well as the eternal reward in heaven later.  To be a child of God who faithfully serves the Lord is more important than anything else one can do in this life.  Yet, there are some Christians who are not always faithful to the Lord.  In my own mind, I can think of a large number who I’ve known through the years  who have fallen away and no longer serve God.
It is easy serving God when all is going well.  But everyone needs to realize that self-denial and cross-bearing are involved (Matt. 16:12, 15).  The Apostle Paul tells us that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12).
A child of God must be so careful not to allow the attractions of this world to get in his way  (1 Jn. 2:15-17).  Therefore, all Christians must be sincere and serious about serving God, as well as dependent upon Him for strength.  The wise man stated,  “If you faint in the day of adversity, Your strength is small”  (Prov. 24:10).
Jesus had so many factors working against Him during His time on this earth, but He never fainted.  Men despised and rejected Him (Isa. 53:3), and ultimately crucified Him.  While on earth He quoted the words which had been prophesied concerning Him in Psalm 69:4 — “They hated Me without a cause”  (Jn. 15:25).  But through it all, in His prayer to His Father, He could say, “I have finished the work which you have given Me to do” (Jn. 17:4).  Nothing ever caused Him to give up and quit!
Jesus was faithful all the way because He had a Cause to live and die for— “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God” (Heb. 10:9).  It is for the same Cause that faithful Christians are assured— “that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight” (Heb. 13:20-21).  Moreover, it was doing His Father’s will that concerned Jesus the most.  He stated, “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me”  (Jn. 6:38).  We should have the same desire—to always obey and do the will of God.
May we always faithfully trust and obey God so that nothing will ever hinder or stop us.  There is just too much at stake.  There is no time nor place to quit!  “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life" (Rev. 2:10).
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PASS THE BISCUITS
When I was a kid, my mom liked to make breakfast food for dinner every now and then and I remember one night in particular when she had made breakfast food after a long, hard day at work.
On that evening so long ago, my mom placed a plate of eggs, sausage, and extremely burned biscuits in front of my dad. I remember waiting to see if anyone noticed!
Yet all my dad did was reach for his biscuit, smile at my mom and asked me how my day was at school.
I don't remember what I told him that night, but I do remember hearing my mom apologize to my dad for burning the biscuits. And I'll never forget what he said to her: "Honey, I love burned
biscuits."
Later that night, I went to kiss Daddy good night and I asked him if he really liked his biscuits burned. He wrapped me in his arms and said, "Your momma put in a long hard day at work to-
day and she's real tired. And besides... A burnt         biscuit never hurt anyone!"
You know, life is full of imperfect things...and imperfect people I'm not the best at hardly anything, and I forget birthdays and 
anniversaries just like everyone else.
What I've learned over the years is that learning to accept each other's faults and choosing to celebrate each other's differences, is one of the most important keys to creating a healthy, 
growing, and lasting relationship.
So... please pass me a biscuit. And yes, the burned one will do just fine!
______________________________________
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True Repentance
B
y Jim Kin
g
Repentance means to change your mind, do an about-face, to change direction. In the context of salvation, it refers to changing one’s mind about sinning, turning from sin, and turning to God. It is prompted by a guilty conscience (Acts 2:37-38) and is attainable through the goodness and kindness of God (Rom. 2:4). But for repentance to be accepted by God, it must be genuine and sincere. It is here that I fear Christians sometimes abuse repentance. 
It is possible, for example, to use repentance as an escape hatch for “planned sinning.” That is, a Christian might knowingly commit sin, thinking that they can “always repent later.” Or, one can go through the motions of repenting, without understanding or intending to comply with
 
the changed life which it demands. After all, repentance has fruit, John the Baptist said (Mt. 3:8). Peter commanded his hearers to “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out...” (Acts 3:19). And Paul told Agrippa that he “preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds” (Acts 26:20). 
Any prayer to God for forgiveness which leaves a mental loophole for continued sinning is no repentance at all. Such mental finagling is an attempt to mock God, which Paul says cannot be done (Gal. 6:7). Have you really changed your mind about your sin, or are you trying to have it both ways? Remember, the Lor
d already knows the answer.
_________________________________________
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Wash Your Face
B
y Leslie 
Diestelkamp
When you see a dirty face in the mirror, you wash your face, not the mirror. Likewise when we see error in our lives, portrayed by truth revealed in the Bible, let us simply clean up our lives and quit criticizing the Bible. What do you think of a man who breaks a mirror because he doesn’t like what he sees? Then what do you think of one who criticizes the truth that simply reveals the inner man that we can’t see with the physical eye? 
)
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THE CONVINCING POWER OF PROPHECY
By 
Gilbert Alexander
Prophecy, as it is considered in this study, is the foretelling of future events by revelation from God.  It never was based on the will of man or the wisdom of mankind (2 Pet. 1:20,21).  It was always true and accurate and did not fail.  In fact, these characteristics were made the test of true prophecy and true prophets of God (Deut. 18:21, 22). If one spoke as a prophet and used a predicted event for the purpose of leading people away from God, he was to be recognized as a false prophet and was 
to be rejected (Deut. 13:1-3). 
Prophecy was given by God to be a sign from Him (1 Sam. 2:31,34; Isa. 7:14; 1 
Kgs
. 13:3-5).
No human being can by human wisdom unerringly predict future events; even when he has trends or circumstances on which to base his prediction. The convincing power of prophecy is in its inerrancy even when there are no visible clues to serve as guides. Note for example, Joshua's prophetic curse upon anyone who undertook to rebuild Jericho, and its fulfillment specifically about five hundred years later in the life of 
Hiel
 the 
Bethelite
 (Jos. 6:26; 1 
Kgs
. 16:34).
  
The prophetic word from God through Moses was that by obedience to God Israel could assure their stay in the promised land of Canaan; but if they turned away from God, they would lose the possession (Deut. 11:16-21).  Much of the Old Testament tells of the fulfillment of that prophecy, culminating in the Assyrian and Babylonian Captivity.
Peter said that we do well to heed the prophetic word made sure, as to a light shining in a dark place (2 Pet. 1:19). These prophecies are some of the most powerful faith-building evidence given. Prophets of old spoke of the coming of a new covenant, distinguishing it from the covenant given through Moses (Deut. 18:15,18,19; Jer. 31:31-34). The coming of an eternal kingdom built by God in the days of the Roman kings was prophesied by Daniel in (Dan. 2:31-45). The nature of that kingdom is further described by Isaiah and Micah (Isa. 2:2-4; Mic. 4:1-7). Remember that  Isaiah and Micah prophesied these things over seven hundred years before Christ came. Joel spoke of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that  was to accompany the coming kingdom (Joel 2:28-32; 
Lk
. 24:49; Acts 1:5-8; 2:1-21).
Assurance that  Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the Messiah, is fully confirmed by prophecy. He was born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14) in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2) of the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), of the seed of David (Isa. 9:6,7). People were prepared for His coming by the preaching of John, "
the voice of one crying in the wilderness
" (Isa. 40:3).  Jesus preached in Galilee (Isa. 9:1,2), and confirmed His claims by miracles and signs (Isa. 29:18,19; 19; 35:5-10; 61:1,2; 
Lk
. 7:19-23). He was rejected by the Jews (Isa. 53:3), crucified (Isa. 53:7-12; Matt. 20:19), and pierced (Zech. 12:10) He died with the wicked and was buried in a rich man's tomb (Isa. 53:9), and rose the third day (Psa. 16:8-11; Matt. 17:22,23). A  multitude of witnesses attested to His resurrection.  Truly, He was a Man approved by God, Who fulfilled the prophecies that had been made concerning Him.  We have the prophetic proof always at our hand to strengthen our faith, the foundation of our lives.
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“ACCEPT THE GIFT”
By 
E.R. Hall, Jr.
This was spotted on the 
marque
 of a denominational church whose preachers teach that if 
ANYTHING
 is done to have forgiveness of sin, salvation is no longer a gift. The idea is that if you have to do anything to receive a gift, it is no longer a gift but is earned.
In view of their teaching, I find this statement on their 
marque
 to be contradictory. Is not to "accept the gift" doing 
SOMETHING
 and if we do something it is no longer a gift but something we've earned? If not, why not?
Indeed, salvation is a gift. "
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord
." (Romans 6:23) but is it free in that it demands or costs nothing of us? The gift of our salvation cost the Father His Son. "
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son
..."(John 3:16). The gift of our salvation cost Jesus His life. "...
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us
." (Romans 5:8). The gift of our salvation came at a high cost to both the Father and the Son.
There is also a high cost for us to "accept the gift". We must "
deny self
". "
And he said to them all, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me
." (Luke 9:23). We must deny self and follow Him (do as He says). And He says, "
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love
." (John 15:10). Was Jesus 
EARNING
 anything from His Father? No, no more than we are 
EARNING
 anything when we do what He tells us to do. That is what it means to deny self and follow Him! Therefore when we do what He tells us to believe in Him (John 8:24), repent of sin (Luke 13:3), confess Him (Matthew 10:32), and be baptized into His death (Mark 16:16; Romans 6:4) we are not 
EARNING
 anything. We are simply denying self and following Him.
What cost God and Christ such a supreme price, does not come cheap to us. Jesus must be Lord (Ruler) over ourselves, our lives, and all that we have.
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THE CHRISTIAN BEAR
)
 (
An atheist was taking a walk 
through the woods, admiring al
l 
that evolution had created. 
"What majestic trees! What 
powerful rivers! What
         
 
beautiful animals!", he said to 
himself. As he was walking 
along the river, he heard a
  
 
rustling in the bushes behind 
him. When he turned to see 
what the cause was, he saw a 7-foot grizzly charging
   
 right towards him. He ran as fast as he could. He looked over his
 
shoulder and saw that the bear was closing, He ran even faster, crying in fear. He looked over his shoulder
 again, and the bear was even 
closer. His heart was pounding and he tried to run even faster. He
 
tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up, but saw the bear right on top of him, reaching for him with his left paw and raising
 his right paw to strike him.
At that moment, the Atheist cried out "Oh my God!...." Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent. Even the river stopp
ed moving. 
As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the sky, "You deny my existence for all of the
se years; teach others I don’
t exist; and even credit creation to a cosmic accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I
 to count you as a believer?" 
The atheist looked directly into the light "It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask You to treat me as Christian now, but perhaps could you make the bear a Christian?"
 "Very well," said the voice. 
The light went out. The river ran again. And the 
sounds of the forest resumed. 
And then the bear dropped his right paw ..... brought both paws together...bowed his head and spoke: "Lord, for this food which I am about to 
receive, I am truly thankful." 
)
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OX PULLER OR DITCH FILLER
By 
Dudley Ross Spears
Who ever
 said, "a stitch in time saves nine," was a pretty good observer of life. Prevention is often better than redemption. Redemption would not be necessary if sin could be prevented. Each of us would live much better if we avoided a lot of the thing
s that cause us harm and misery.
Take the person who drinks a little wine or beer at times. I have never known any "moderate drinker" who didn't some time or another, get a little too much. What starts as some times, becomes an all time habit. It proves the point that the best way to stay sober is to stay away from intoxicants.
This is the basic thrust of I Thess. 5:22. "
Abstain from all appearance of evil.
" This principle applies to lots of things. Consider the opportunities we have to assemble with the Lord and His people. At least three times a week we can be together in an assembly of the saints. It may not be a big gathering. It might not have much social or entertaining activity, but it is the most valuable association provided for humans on this earth.
Yet some of us miss an assembly here and there, now and then. With some, it gets to be a sort of routine. Missing a Bible class on Sunday, now and then, grows into a regular forsaking of Bible classes on Sunday. Then the same things begins on Sunday evening, then Wednesday night, and that leads to a "Sunday morning" only (now and then) 
attender
.
In the face of this we should remind self that God doesn't feel good about those who abandon His assemblies (Heb. 10:25). I realize that abandon is a strong term, but so is drunkenness. Just like a now and then drinker will, some time or other get drunk, some time or another this and then 
attender
 will quit the church.
That little phrase, "a stitch in time, saves nine," is purely true. When applied to our duty to attend services of the church, the stitch in time is to avoid missing the first one -- and the way to never miss any services of the church is to attend them all.
Situations rise, now and then, when people feel they cannot attend regularly. Haven't we all made reference to the "Ox in the ditch'? 
Some times
 the ox may have been given a gentle shove toward the ditch, but granted, 
some times
 we do have things that prevent us from attending.
One of the best pieces of advice I ever got from a man of great respect was, when you think the ox is in the ditch either sell the ox or fill the ditch. I need to fill some ditches and sell a few oxen before I let things of this life keep me from being where I ought to be when the saints gather to worship God, do his work, and study his word.
Somewhere I read some awfully good advice that caps off this little article right well. It is always better to build a fence at the top of the cliff than to keep an ambulance down in the valley."
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Preaching and Science
By 
R.L. Whiteside
Do not worry about science. It has its legitimate field, and in its field it has done wonderful things. We reap its benefits and are glad. The average preacher knows little about science, and the average scientist knows less about the Bible.
The claim that science and the Bible do not agree should disturb no one. What is called "science" it not static. Each generation brings new light; most of the old theories have been exploded by scientists themselves. Yet, each generation of scientists boldly announces that science has disproved the Bible. But it can as easily be proved that science has disproved itself. With all their dogmatism about the Bible and science, there are few theories that real scientists are willing to take their stand on and say: "Here is the ultimate truth; no future discoveries will contradict this." So long as they cannot afford to affirm that they have arrived at ultimate truth, how can they with honor say that science disproves the Bible? Besides if the Bible fully agreed with the scientific theories of one age, it would not agree with theories of the next age. The Bible is unchangeable and cannot keep up agreement with that which constantly changes .
Some of the foremost scientists recognize the limitations of science and are firm believers in the Bible.
Preach the word! No kn
own truth contradicts the Bible.
______________________________________
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What Are You Looking For?
"Now when they saw some of His 
disciples eat bread with defiled, that 
is, with unwashed hands, they found 
fault." (Mark 7:2) 
Let us suppose I am looking for a field 
of corn to buy. I travel around seeking 
for a field which contains good corn. 
Finally, I see a field which strikes my 
fancy. The owner says that he will sell 
it. I then enter the field to see if the 
corn suits me. As I pass down the rows, the stalks are tall and strong. Almost every stalk has two massive ears hanging from it. However, I pay them little attention. I am looking for something else. Finally, I find it. Over in a low wet corner I find a scrawny little stalk with one little nubbin on it. I pull up the stalk, nubbin and all. I take it to the owner and say, "This is very poor corn. Just look at that nubbin!" 
Anyone can easily see that I wasn't being fair. I wasn't really looking to see what the field of corn was like. I was just trying to find fault with it. It would seem that I was not really interested in buying the field. I was just looking for the nubbin, and in my search for the nubbin, I overlooked all of the good corn. (From 
Gospel Messenger
) 
There is an old proverb which says, "He who is looking for faults in his brethren
 will surely find them."
 
________________________________________
)
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The really great people are the ones who do what needs to be done, when it needs to be done, regardless of the consequences.
)
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“ASK JESUS TO SAVE
 YOU, JUST DO IT!”
By E.R. Hall, Jr.
If I do what this billboard advertisement says, I will say, "Lord, save me!" for this is what a major denomination in this area teaches from radio, television, billboards, and pulpits. But Jesus has an answer to those who want salvation from sin simply by uttering the words "Lord, save me" or "Jesus, come into my heart". Jesus' answer is found in Matthew 7:21 - "
Not 
every one
 that 
saith
 unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
DOETH THE WILL OF MY FATHER
 which is in heaven
.” (Emphasis mine, ERH)
It could also be that this statement is believed to have Bible basis because we are told to "ask and it shall be given you" in Matthew 7:7. But that's not the half of what the verse says. Jesus said, "
ASK
, and it shall be given you; 
SEEK
, and ye shall find; 
KNOCK
, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that 
asketh
 
receiveth
; and he that 
seeketh
 
findeth
; and to him that 
knocketh
 it shall be opened
." (Matthew7:7,8). (Emphasis mine, ERH) There is more to it than asking; there is seeking and knocking.
Anything for which we ask must be according to His will. "
And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he 
heareth
 us
." We cannot ask the Lord to save us a way that is not "
according to His will
". Faith only and praying your sins away are not according to His will and we cannot ask Christ to save us by doing either of them. He will only save us from sins if we 
DO ACCORDING TO HIS WILL
. To properly "
seek
" the Lord, we must do His will wholeheartedly. "
Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart
." (Psalms 119:2).
The Scriptures teach that we are saved by the blood of Christ. (Matthew 26:28). We contact the blood of Christ when we, too, “
obey from the heart that form of doctrine
” (Romans 6:17). When we are "
baptized into Jesus Christ
", we are "
baptized into His death
". "
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life
." (Romans 6:3,4). Jesus has 
TOLD
 us what to do, just do it! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Forgive so you can heal!
Ephesians 4:31-32
 - 
 "Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as G
od in Christ forgave you." 
A recent Sports Illustrated article painted a vivid picture: "A stress fracture begins when the shocks and strains of playing game after game create microscopic cracks in the outer layers of bone usually in the legs and feet. If the pounding continues and those tiny crevices, which often go undetected, aren't allowed to heal, they can enlarge. When the cracks become large enough to cause pain, they are stress fractures." 
So it is with our lives. Let us be careful to let our little hurts and disappointments heal so that the tiny cracks do not become debilitating stress fractures. 
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HOW DOES THE LORD “OPEN” HEARTS?
By Greg 
Gwin
In Acts 16 we read: "
And on the 
sabbath
 we went out of the city by a river side where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and 
spake
 unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman named 
Lyda
, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us. whose heart the Lord open that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.
" (vs. 13-15). How did the Lord open her heart? Does He do the same thing to people today? Does this imply the necessity of a direct action of the Holy Spirit? Is it possible to know and obey the will of God without miraculous div
ine intervention in our lives?
Look carefully at this immediate context. Notice that they "
spake
 unto the women
" (vs. 13), and Lydia "
heard us
" (vs. 14), and she "
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul
" (vs. 14). It seems clear that the means by which Lydia's heart was opened was by the Word of God. There is nothing mysterious here. Rather, it is a demonstration of the power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16), and an example of God's plan for "
preaching to save them that believe
" (1 Cor. 1:21).
Whatever the Lord did, and however the heart of Lydia was opened, it was the same thing that occurred in every other case of conversion in the book of Acts. Remember, God is "
no respecter of persons
" (Acts 10:34,35). On Pentecost they "
heard
" and were "
pricked in their heart
" (2:37). On that day many "
gladly received his word and were baptized
" (2:41). Other examples abound in the book of Acts that directly link the teaching of the word with a heartfelt, obedient response (4:4, 8:12, 13:12, 13:48, 15:7, 16
:32-33, 17:32-34, 18:8, 19:5).
The Lord "
opens
" hearts today in exactly the same way He always has -- through the preaching of the Word.
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“KILL THE SPIDER!”
One of the deacons was frequently called upon to pray at the mid-week service, and he always concluded his prayer the same way: "....and now Lord, clean out all the cobwebs in our lives.” I think you know what he was talking about - those little unsightly words, deeds and thoughts that we let accumulate throughout the week.
Well, it got to be too much for one brother who heard him say that prayer so many times. So, one Wednesday night, just after hearing   these words again, this one brother jumped to his feet and shouted, "Don't do it, Lord, KILL THE SPIDER!"
Brethren, how well it would be if we would kill the spider rather than continually having our lives full of cobwebs. We will never be    able to live acceptably for God and reach heights that Christ presents for us until deep within us we have that clean and rightful desire.
The great problem in the average Christian life is that we do not have the desire to really give up the world and completely surrender to Christ. Thus, we always find our lives cluttered with “cobwebs” - with sins.
Let’s start inside of our lives. Create that humble desire; and the external part of Christianity will come. Once we have killed the spider, we will no longer have to worry about bothersome cobwebs.
_________________________________________
A wise son makes a glad father, But a foolish son is the grief of his mother. - 
Proverbs 10:1
)
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Why Be Baptized?
If you BELIEVE with all your heart that Jesus is the son of God, (John. 20:30-31; Acts 8:35-39) you should REPENT of your sins, (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30), CONFESS your faith in Christ (Mt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) and BE BAPTIZED for the following reasons:
1. Because God commands it. Acts 10:48
2. To fulfill all righteousness. Mt. 3:15
3. To be a friend of Christ. John 15:14
4. Because you love God. 1 John 5:3; John 14:15
5. Lest you reject the council of God against yourself. Luke 7:30
6. To be born again. John 3:3-5
7. To enter the kingdom. John 3:5
8. For remission (forgiveness) of sins. Acts 2:38
9. To receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Acts 2:38
10. In order to be saved. Mark 16:16
11. To wash away your sins. Acts 22:16
12. To get into the death of Jesus where blood was shed. Rom. 6:3
13. To be buried with Christ. Roman 6:4
14. To be raised with Christ. Rom. 6:4; Col. 3:1; 2:12
15. To rise to walk in the newness of life. Romans 6:4
16. To be a child of God by faith. Galatians 3:26-27
17. To get into the body, which is the Church. 1 Cor. 12:13; Col 1:18
18. To have a good conscience. 1 Peter 3:21
19. To get INTO Christ. Gal. 3:27
20. Because "
baptism doth also now save us
." 1 Peter 3:21
I have given twenty scriptural reasons why a penitent believer should be baptized. Can you think of ONE REASON why he should not be baptized? Ask your preacher if he preaches that people should be baptized for these twenty reasons. If he doesn't, he is a false teacher. Insist that he preach the truth about baptism, because his soul and the souls of those he teaches are at stake.(1 Tim. 4:16) Preachers might make fun of baptism but God's Word will continue to stand. (1 Peter 1:22-25)
.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
He Lives By Rush and Dash
By J. Randal Matheny'
Man doesn’t live by bread alone, He lives by rush and dash,
By tweets and tablets, ear to the phone, By credit card, not cash.
Man lives by face in virtual book, By moving gifs and text,
By snaps and 
pics
, and 
Pinterest
 cook, And wonders why he’s vexed.
Man lives today for posts from friends, For comments, likes, and blogs,
But like the dead of olden trends, He goes with them to the dogs.
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Why Should I Trust
 
the Bible?
B
y Larry Rouse
We live in a generation that has
   
 scoffed at the idea of any absolute standard of authority. Those who
 
 point to the Bible as containing the answers to the most crucial issues of life are pushed aside as ignorant or naive. If these thoughts are yours, please consider the following points:
1. To determine if the Bible is from God or man is an issue that can be tested and the truth known. I appeal to you to at least read the Bible with an open mind and then test what you read.  This is the appeal of Jesus Christ himself (John 8:32; 7:17).
2. Take the time to consider the historical and archeological accuracy of the Bible. History tells us of many recent scholars, such as Sir William Ramsey, who because of their archeological studies of the Bible lands came to respect the Bible as one of the most accurate sources of ancient history. This tells us that the Bible is no myth but rather was written by men in the times claimed and written in a careful manner.
3. Consider the identity of Jesus Christ - who is He? The appeal of the apostles in the book of Acts is that they witnessed Jesus as one who was raised from the dead (Acts 2:32: 3:14-15; 5:30-32; 10:39-42; 13:27-31). Is this testimony valid? What was the motive of men like the Apostle Paul in making such an abrupt change from persecutor to preacher? History bears testimony that all these witnesses, save one, died a martyr’s death for this truth (1 
Cor
 15:30-32). Did they die for a lie?
4. Finally, consider the powerful evidence of fulfilled prophecy. In the death of Christ there are several detailed accounts of His death hundreds of years before the event (Psalms 22, Isaiah 53). How can this be?
Why not begin your examination of the Bible today?
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Over Invisible Enemy
"Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places." (Eph. 6:11-12) 
Doubled over and choking, they staggered to hospitals by the thousands, crying for help and refuge from a colorless cloud of gas that turned Bhopal, India into a tomb on a terrible December day in 1984. "We have been working nonstop to treat the people and still they are coming," said one volunteer who tried to help doctors and nurses cope with streams of injured at five jammed hospitals. Several thousand died in the accident at the Union Carbide plant, many never fully aware of what hit them. 
No enemy is harder to fight than an invisible one. Believers also face an unseen adversary, who leads the forces arrayed against us in spiritual conflict. Let us be diligent to watch and pray.
_________________________________________
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WHAT ONE TOLERATES, THE NEXT ACCEPTS
By 
Mark White
John Wesley once wrote, “What one generation tolerates, the next generation will embrace.” Both sacred and secular history have proven the truth of this assessment time and time again.
Everything from dancing to drinking, from abortion to mercy-killing, has gone from toleration to acceptance. In the home and in the church, everything from immodesty to immorality has been first allowed and then endorsed. Adulterous marriages, gambling, and other similar sins, have gone from being permitted to being sponsored. Remember when wearing shorts and attending dances were generally condemned as sinful? Now, in some places shorts are being worn to church services and dances are sometimes held in church buildings! Truly, “what one generation tolerates, the next generation will embrace.”
One generation tolerated sprinkling for baptism if a person were seriously ill. The next generation accepted sprinkling for baptism as an option for everyone. One generation approved a “head” elder. The next generation appointed some elders “bishops.” One generation introduced instruments of music as an aid to poor singing. The next generation demanded we worship with instruments. One generation accepted the “fellowship hall” (which, at first, was just a few tables in the basement for social meals). The next generation built gymnasiums and “Family Life Centers.” One generation apologized for “hard preachers” who opposed denominationalism. The next generation saw their sons and daughters joining those denominations. 
One generation spoke of the need to reach out in a “nonjudgmental” way to 
our 
Catholic and Protestant friends. The next generation welcomed Presbyterians into “our fellowship” with only a handshake. One generation spoke of congregational singing as “one of our traditions.” The next generation defended choruses and choirs. One generation applauded preachers who closed their sermons without an appeal for sinners to be baptized for the remission of sins. The next generation denied the gospel plan of salvation in general and baptism in particular.
What does this say to us? What is our responsibility? “
You shall observe to do therefore as the Lord... hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left
” (Deut. 5:32). “
Hold fast the form of sound words
” (2 Tim. 1:13).  “
Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou
 
hast learned them
” (2 Tim. 3:14). “
Mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them
” (Rom. 16:17). The next time we are tempted to deviate from the word of God, let us remember that what we tolerate, our children will embrace.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Discipline yourse
lf so that others won't have to!
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Should We Let the Kids “Decide for Themselves”?
B
y Greg 
Gwin
Occasionally we hear parents who say that they don’t want to force religion on their children. These misguided folks think they are doing their kids a favor by letting them “decide for themselves”. They’re afraid that there will be some resentment in the children later if religion has been ‘crammed down their throats”. 
May we be absolutely blunt in response? That is one of the stupidest ideas anyone ever suggested!!! We force many things on our children. We insist that that they bathe, brush their teeth, change their clothes, etc. We “cram” education down their throats by making them attend school regularly. We demand that they do their homework. We force them to eat good food, get adequate rest, and do other things that are important to their health and development. We do all of this because we know it is in their best interest. And, we do it even when the kids don’t like it. Why is it that this common sense approach is neglected by parents who are determined to “let the kids decide for themselves” when it comes to religion? 
Dr. James Dobson writes: “There is a critical period when certain kinds of instruction are easier in the life of children. There is a brief period during childhood when youngsters are vulnerable to religious training. Their concepts of right and wrong are formulated during this time, and their view of God begins to solidify. The opportunity of that period must be seized when it is available. The absence or misapplication of instruction through that prime-time period may place a severe limitation on the depth of the child’s later devotion to God. When parents withhold indoctrination from their small children, allowing them to “decide for themselves”, the adults are almost guaranteeing that their youngsters will “decide” in the negative.” 
God’s word has always taught us the truth on this subject: “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). 
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The Most Hated Book
B
y Rick Duggin
A principal in New York scolded a five year old for handing out gospel tracts. A teacher in another school rebuked a child for writing “I love God” on her hand. Some schools supply contraceptives to students but prohibit Bible studies on campus. Why do so many hate the Bible and what it stands for? 
1) It speaks with authority from God (Heb. 1:1,2). While the Christian enjoys certainty in an uncertain world, the sinner despises authority that threatens severe punishment. 
2) It speaks the same message to all without favoritism (Heb. 2:1-4). God is not impressed with our popularity, our bank accounts, or our social standing. All have sinned (Rom. 3:23). All must repent (Actsl7:30,31). 
3) It knows what is in man (Heb. 4:12,13). The last thing a sinner wants is for someone to spotlight his transgressions (John 3:19-21). 
4) It condemns the evil in man (Heb. 3:4). Our permissive society condones the worst crimes and winks at criminal behavior by blaming circumstances for the state of lawlessness. 
5) It cuts to the heart (Heb. 4:12). A guilty conscience is an unpleasant companion. 
6) It warns of judgment on the disobedient (Heb. 12:23; 13:4). Most people dislike the thought o
f being judged for their sins. 
_________________________________________
Facts do not cease to be 
        
facts simply because they 
        are ignored!
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Good Leadership  
B
y Bill Hall
What are the characteristics of good leadership? Good leadership has vision to see what needs to be done. Good leadership moves forward, is positive in its approach, stirs con
fidence in others, convinces them that the "impossible" task can be ac
complished .
Good leadership has faith in people. Good leadership believes that others want to work and that they will respond when properly chal
lenged; it places the best possible construction on the actions of others. Good leadership "bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things, " because good leadership loves.
Good leadership does not run ahead of others. It does not do everything itself. In fact, it frequently steps aside, and waits, sometimes anxiously, while others are given a chance to perform the tasks which they are capable of performing. Good leadership is not nearly so concerned with getting things done as it is with developing people into useful, mature servants of the Lord. Good leadership is constantly producing leadership in others.
Good leadership has a real concern for others, and has the ability to communicate that concern. Good lead
ership is patient, understanding; it is neither too quick to rebuke nor is it indulgent toward sin. Good lead
ership places itself in the other man's position to see things from his viewpoint.
Good leadership is humble; is willing to acknowledge mistakes; it can accept criticism, and separate the constructive from the destructive. Good leadership seeks the praise of God rather than the praise of men; it sacrifices popularity to do God's will.
Good leadership has conviction, but is not stubborn or headstrong. It listens to others and views their ideas objectively. Good leadership treats all alike; is impartial. Good leadership is frank and candid, but is kind. Good leadership is self-confident, but not proud; it does not have to be self-promoting.
The church needs men and women who are leaders, but what a difference between those who seek to lead and those who truly lead.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
You, Me, and The Bible
By Eugene 
Britnell
You may understand the Bible and I may misunderstand it.
I may understand it and you may misunderstand it.
We may both misunderstand it – but differently.
We may misunderstand it alike.
However, we cannot both understand it – but differently.
What kind of book would the Bible be if it said something to you that it didn't say to me?
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The Easy Yoke
B
y Roger 
Hillis
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
Do you consider the yoke of Christ to be an easy one? Do you feel that serving the Lord is a joy or a burden? Do you find being a Christian to be a pleasant, desirable, easy lifestyle? Or is it a real effort? 
The difference is attitude. Some look on serving God as the greatest joy imaginable. Others think it a heavy burden that weighs them down. It is all in the attitude. 
- 
Is attending Wednesday evening Bible study a blessing to your life? It is designed to instruct and uplift, to help us make it through a busy week. Some love to attend; for others it is a burden. Which is it for you? 
- 
Do you give joyfully, cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7)? Or do you give grudgingly, only because you know that you “have to?” Do you think about all of the other things you could have done with that money? Or are you glad to give the first fruits of your blessings back to God? 
- 
Do you look for opportunities to help others? Does it make you feel good when you know that you have eased someone else’s burden? Or do you look around and see no needs, except maybe your own? 
- 
What about evangelizing the lost? Is that a job for someone else? Or do you, through your appreciation of what God has done for you, share the message of hope with a lost and wandering soul? 
- 
Overall, is your experience in serving God a joy or a burden? Do you look forward to opportunities to be with other Christians in social settings? Do you sing praises to God with an overflowing heart of appreciation? Is being a Christian an easy yoke or one that is so heavy that you almost fall beneath the load? 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4). 
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The Average
 
If a man were to stand with one foot on a hot stove and one foot in a freezer, some statistician would assert that, on average, he’s comfortable. 
This reminds me of some who seem to feel that they can come to church on Sunday and yet live like the devil during the week. They say that they are, on the average, pretty good people. 
Such a person cannot be “comfortable” any more than the man with his foot on the stove and the other in a freezer. He is “a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways” (James 1:8). He has only enough religion to be miserable, but not enough to go to heaven. 
Our Lord does not prefer an average. He wants his people to be either “cold or hot.” The average nauseates Him. He will spew out of his mouth those who are lukewarm (Rev. 3:15-1 6). 
Brother, you had better get all the way on the Lord’s side now, lest you spend eternity with the devil.
_________________________________________
Symptoms of Hunger
 
We all know how irritable we can become when we are hungry. Short-tempered, unreasonable, impatient, self-centered, and mean spirited are only a few of the adjectives which could be used to describe us when hunger strikes. 
What most fail to realize is that the same symptoms can be manifested when we are not receiving the spiritual food we need. Some obviously have a spiritual hunger which they are not satisfying with the Word of God. It shows in the way they act!
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