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THE PRESCRIPTION FOR GROWTH
By
 
Jim 
Mickells
Learning 
We are all fully aware that as Christians we are to grow spiritually.
  
There are several passages that clearly teach that God not only expects but also requires such development. "
As newborn 
babes
, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby" (I Peter 2:2).
  
"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
" (2 Peter 3:18).
  
"
For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food
" (Hebrews 5:12).
Let me suggest to you a few things that are needed in our lives if we are to grow and develop as God commands:
1) There has to be a desire on our part.
 
Look once again at I Peter 2:2. The writer says that you must desire the pure milk of the word. In the sermon on the mount, the Lord said, "
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled
" (Matthew 5:6). We have to want to grow! It is not going to happen unless there is that hunger and thirst within us for the things that will help us to progress. One thing that has happened to far too many Christians, they have lost their spiritual appetite. They have become choked with the cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and as the Lord said, "
bring no fruit to maturity
" (Luke 8:14).
2) It also takes time.
 When the Psalmist spoke of the man blessed, in Psalms 1:1-2, notice how he spent his time. "
But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night
." We usually make time for the things that we enjoy doing, whether it is fishing, golf or shopping, etc. If we really have the desire to grow, we will find time to study, pray and practice the truth in our daily lives. It may mean that we've got to turn off the TV, not read the Newspaper as thoroughly, or take some time from a hobby that we enjoy. But we will find time and use it to the glory of God. Listen to the words of the apostle Paul, "
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil
" (Ephesians 5:16).
3) Effort has to be put forth.
 Certainly the word of God is that which will build us up and make us stronger. Paul in speaking with the elders from Ephesus, said, "
So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified
" (Acts 20:32). Not only does it take time to know and understand the word of God; it takes effort as well. This same apostle told Timothy, "
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth
" (2 Timothy 2:15). The word “
diligent
" (KJ says '
study'
), is defined as "to hasten to do a thing, to exert oneself, 
endeavour
, give diligence" (
Vine's Expository Dictionary Of New testament Words
). Those who are growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, take the time and exert the effort and energy to ascertain the meaning of the Scriptures. Practice is the next logical step. Only by doing can we please God (James 1:22,23,25).
It will require using some of our money. To be a good fisherman one will buy a good rod and reel, tackle, and maybe a boat along with all the accessories. Don't mind spending the money for these kinds of things. To be knowledgeable of the word of God, we will need a good study Bible, a concordance, a good Bible dictionary, maybe some reliable commentaries, etc. Are we willing to spend money on these type books to help us in our studies? If you really have the desire, will take the time and put forth the effort, you won't mind spending the small amount it would take to buy these study helps.
Want to grow as the Lord commands? Follow this prescription!
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Learning to Worship
B
y Robert Turner
"The preacher's eyes I've never seen, though light in them may shine; for when he prays he closes his, and when he preaches, I close mine." 
If I knew who wrote it I wouldn't embarrass him by telling. Besides, if the writer had been worshipping as he should, he wouldn't know that the
 
other's eyes are closed during prayer. 
That preacher had probably made a studied effort to
 
learn how to get and keep attention. How many of us make a studied effort to give attention? Both sides may be failing. Granting (please do, or I'll feel terrible) that absolute and unwavering attention is impossible; surely there is 
some way to improve single 
mindedness in the public
 
worship. Perhaps the most important prerequisite is an honest appraisal of our desire. If we do not care - are so little acquainted with true worship as to think "attending," "visiting" and "gazing about the auditorium" is all God expects of us -- there is little use in going further with this. 
But people who really want to worship God can improve their efforts. . . 
1. "Make 
not
 Provisions for the flesh" (Rom. 13:14); that is, do not sit where there are distractions - move toward the front of the building. Unless you are forced (small children, physical disability, etc.) you cannot afford to overlook this means of improving your attention span and enriching your worshipping experience. 
2. Practice charity - hear the monotone singer as one who sings to God; and the trite expressions in prayer as the efforts of an embarrassed man, saying what he thinks is expected. (You can pray your own prayer, you know; and if you
 
lead publicly, you can set a better example for others.) 
3. Listen with a view to learning! Take notes, reason through the process, being critical in a positive fashion. Better to forsake the preacher while making a note of your own, than to drift sleepily into "limbo." 
4. And, when you drift, apologize to God, right then! Ask His help, and worship will become more meaningful.
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Can you answer this riddle
?
God made Adam out of dust,
     But thought it best to make me first:
So I was made before the man,
     According to God's holy plan.
My whole body God made complete,
     Without arms or hands or feet.
My ways and acts did God control,
     But in my body He placed no soul.
A living being I became,
     And Adam gave to me a name.
Then from his presence I withdrew,
     For this man Adam I never knew.
All my Maker's laws I do obey,
     And from these laws I never stray.
Thousands of me go in fear,
     But seldom on the earth appear.
Later, for a purpose God did see,
     He placed a living soul in me.
But that soul of mine God had to claim,
     And from me He took it back again.
And when this soul from me had fled,
     I was the same as when first made;
Without arms, legs, feet, or soul,
     I travel on from pole to pole.
My labors are from day to night,
     And to men I once furnished light.
Thousands of people both young and old,
     Did by my death bright lights behold.
No right or wrong can I conceive;
     The Bible and its teachings I can't believe.
The fear of death doesn't trouble me;
     Pure happiness I will never see.
And up in Heaven I can never go,
     Nor in the grave or Hell below.
So get your Bible and read with care;
     You'll find my name recorded there.
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"I Am Resolved . . ."
B
y Greg 
Gwin
"I am resolved no longer to linger. . ." So say the
 
words of the familiar song. It's an important concept, and particularly applicable at this time of year. Consider some that should take the message to heart: 
a.. Those who are not yet Christians. If you have
 
never named the name of the Lord Jesus; if you have not yet submitted to His will; if you have yet to obey the simple plan of salvation - you should linger no longer. Please realize that your sins have not been forgiven, you are outside of the fold of safety, you are in jeopardy of being lost eternally. Make the important decision to obey now! You will not regret it, and you cannot afford to delay. "And now why 
tarriest
 thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the
 
name of the Lord." (Acts 22:16) 
b.. Those who are not faithful in the Lord's service. There are too many who once began to serve the Lord, but have since fallen back into unfaithfulness. If you are one of these, we humbly beg you to consider the seriousness of your situation. You know that you need to fulfill the commitment you first made to Him. The danger of dying in your present condition is too great. Don't wait! "The latter end is worse with them than
 
the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than
, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened
 
unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." (2 Pet 2:20-22) 
c.. Even those who continue to work faithfully in
 
the kingdom need to spend time in careful self-examination. Is there more you can do? Something you can improve? Things that can be made better? "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves." (2 Cor. 13:5) 
What better time than now? Resolve to linger no longer! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
31
Do not envy the oppressor, And choose none of his ways; 
32
 For the perverse person is an abomination to the LORD, 
         
But His secret counsel is with the upright. 
33
 The curse of the LORD is on the house of the wicked, 
           
But He blesses the home of the just.
   
- 
Proverbs 3:31-33
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In 2018 . . .
B
y Hal Hammons
In 2018 I will "give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good; for His 
lovingkindness
 is everlasting" (Psalm 118:1). 
In 2018 I will "write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). 
In 2018 I will "speak, as it were, the utterances of God" (1 Peter 4:11). 
In 2018 I will "preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, that the cross of Christ should not be made void" (1 Corinthians 1:17). 
In 2018 I will "do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit" (Philippians 2:3). 
In 2018 I will "
pray without ceasing" (1 Thess. 
5:17). 
In 2018 I will "be anxious for nothing" (Philippians 4:6). 
In 2018 I will "be at peace with all men" (Romans 12:18) 
In 2018 I will "rejoice in the Lord always" (Philippians 4:4). 
In 2018 "I shall not be afraid" (Psalm 56:11). 
In 2018 I will "examine everything carefully; hold 
fast to that which is good; abstain from every form of evil" (1 Thessalonians 5:21). 
In 2018
 I will "judge not according to 
appearances,
 
but judge righteous judgment" (John 7:24). 
In 2018 I will "render to all what is due them; tax
to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; 
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor" (Romans 13:7). 
In 2018 I will "strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble" (Hebrews 
12:12). 
In 2018 I will be "contributing to the needs of the
saints, practicing hospitality" (Romans 12:13). 
In 2018 I will "deny ungodliness and worldly desires" (Titus 2:12). 
In 2018 I will "walk in the light as He Himself is 
in the light" (1 John 1:7). 
In 2018 "I shall pay my vows to the Lord." 
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Can you answer this riddle
?
God made Adam out of dust,
     But thought it best to make me first:
So I was made before the man,
     According to God's holy plan.
My whole body God made complete,
     Without arms or hands or feet.
My ways and acts did God control,
     But in my body He placed no soul.
A living being I became,
     And Adam gave to me a name.
Then from his presence I withdrew,
     For this man Adam I never knew.
All my Maker's laws I do obey,
     And from these laws I never stray.
Thousands of me go in fear,
     But seldom on the earth appear.
Later, for a purpose God did see,
     He placed a living soul in me.
But that soul of mine God had to claim,
     And from me He took it back again.
And when this soul from me had fled,
     I was the same as when first made;
Without arms, legs, feet, or soul,
     I travel on from pole to pole.
My labors are from day to night,
     And to men I once furnished light.
Thousands of people both young and old,
     Did by my death bright lights behold.
No right or wrong can I conceive;
     The Bible and its teachings I can't believe.
The fear of death doesn't trouble me;
     Pure happiness I will never see.
And up in Heaven I can never go,
     Nor in the grave or Hell below.
So get your Bible and read with care;
     You'll find my name recorded there.
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What is the answer
?
The 
Whale
)
 (
Chapman Highway  church of Christ
7604 Chapman Hwy.
Knoxville, TN. 37920
865-573-6638
Visit our website:
www.chapmanhwy churchofchrist.com
) (
Regular scheduled services:
Sunday:
9:30
 AM
10:3
0 AM
5
:00  PM
Wednesday:
7:00
  PM
Everyone Welcome 
                        
To Attend.
)[image: ]
	

 (
Good People Need To Be Saved, Too
B
y Frank 
Himmel
What will be the eternal destiny of good people? By
 
"good" I mean kind, decent, caring, morally upright folks. They may or may not be religious. Nevertheless, you won't find finer folks: your helpful neighbor, your kind friend, your sweet
 
grandmother. It is easy to assume they will be in heaven; indeed, is hard to think anything else. But will that be the case? All we know about anyone's eternal destiny is what God says in Scripture. A case recorded in Acts 10 sheds considerable light on the question. 
Good People Need to Be Saved 
- 
The focus of this text is a man named Cornelius. He
 
is pictured in the finest way (vv. 1, 2, 22). He was a devout man, one who feared God. (Fearing God was a technical expression used to denote Gentiles who accepted the Jewish religion in
 
part.) He feared God with all his household, including one of his soldiers (v. 7), indicating that he was spiritually-minded enough to influence 
others to follow his example. He gave many alms to the Jewish people, not just the token gestures that are the common marks of "generosity."
 
He prayed to God continually. In the story, we find him praying at 3:00 in the afternoon. He was a righteous or just man, dealing fairly with his fellow-man. He was well spoken of by the entire
 
Jewish nation. That would be a remarkable reputation for any man, but is especially so in this case because Cornelius was a Roman centurion! 
Could there be a finer man? How many of us measure up to this description? How many would view Cornelius as lost in sin and headed for hell? That is precisely what he was. As he was praying, an angel appeared to him and gave him a single instruction: "Send to Joppa, and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here; and he shall speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household" (11:14-15). 
Why Good People Need to Be Saved 
- 
It is almost startling for the Bible to present this man as one in need of salvation. Yet he was. The problem was not his goodness; it was his sin. What sins had he committed? We do not know. But he was guilty of some. All are. "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" 
(Romans 3:23). And the consequence of sin for Cornelius was death. "For the wages of sin is death..." (Romans 6:23). So it is for all. People's
 
"goodness" has nothing to do with their being lost. Sin is the problem. 
What is the solution to sin? Too many think good works will somehow make up for their wrongs. That was not the message Peter brought to Cornelius. Oh, he mentioned the essentiality of doing what is right (v. 35), but that is not enough. Peter preached that peace with God is through Jesus Christ (v. 36), that forgiveness of sins is in His name (v. 43). His sermon spoke of the proofs that Jesus offered to sustain the claim that He alone is the way to God: His miracles (v. 38), especially His resurrection from the dead (vv.40-42), and countless Old Testament prophecies that He fulfilled (v. 43). 
" 
All have sinned, sin separates us from God, and salvation is only in Christ. These are the facts, no matter what we might like to believe. We must come to grips with them. Our failure to do so explains why we struggle so with the concept of good people being lost. 
>>>
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>>> 
How Good People Are Saved 
- 
The text identifies four components of Cornelius salvation (and ours): 
One, he had to hear the gospel. The words by which he and his household would be saved were Peter's message that Jesus died for our sins. 
Two, he had to believe that message, put his trust in Jesus as the means of being right with God. "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes receives forgiveness of sins" (v. 43). This is so foundational that it is often stated as the summary of man's response, just as "grace" is for God's provisions (Ephesians 2:8). 
Three, he had to repent (11:18). Repentance leads to life. It is a change of heart that says I will live as God directs from now on. Of course, to
 
be genuine it must be demonstrated in a change of life. One has not repented who persists in the same sinful way of living. 
Four, he had to be baptized in water. "...Then Peter answered, 'Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he? And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ" (vv. 46-48). In his first sermon, Peter explained that baptism is for forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). 
Knowing what you now know, do you want to stand before the Lord in judgment based solely on your own "goodness," or would you rather be there having accepted His offer of salvation in Christ? 
______________________________________
Whose Orders?
B
y Robert Hines
Years ago I read notice of a horrible train wreck in which many people died painfully amid the 
twisted, burning wreckage. The engineer was killed as well. But as he lay near death he showed those near a paper, saying, "Take this. It will show I was given the wrong orders." And they were the wrong ones. He had been on the wrong track. Yet
 
he was still dying. And many were already dead close by . . . 
Friend, you have an eternal soul, entrusted to you by God to serve Him. What orders are you 
following? Are they His? or man's idea of religion?
 
Make sure, because sincerity is not enough. 
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A Bible challenge!
You are to hunt for ten words of five letters each and all beginning with the letters 
RO
. Each word is described or defined to help you guess it, and you may check your answer by looking for the word in the Bible verse given.
Large stones. (Jeremiah 4:29) 
Parts of a house. (Matthew 23:6) 
Man of a certain nationality. (Acts 22:29) 
Garments. (Luke 20:46) 
A way to cook meat. (1 Samuel 2:15) 
Parts of a tree. (Mark 11:20) 
To waken. (Genesis 49:9) 
The opposite of smooth. (Isaiah 40:4) 
Kingly. (Esther 5:1) 
Large twisted cords. (Acts 27:32) 
                                                             - Good luck!
________________________________________
A Worthy Name!
"...But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God." (I Pet. 4:16 NASV)
 
Let us proudly wear the name "Christian," but more importantly, let us live the lifestyle exemplified by that name. 
When Walter P. 
Paepeke
 started a carton company and called it the Container Corporation of America, his attorney said it was "a big name for such a small company." Mr. 
Paepeke's
 reply was, "We'll take the name and grow into it." 
Let us take the name "Christian" and grow into what it represents. 
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There a Divine Pattern For The Church?
B
y Keith Sharp
We must surely realize our need for such a pattern.
 
No reputable contractor would attempt to construct a building without a blueprint. Even the most talented seamstress realizes the need for a pattern. This is because the tasks they undertake
 
are difficult. Of how much more infinite difficulty is the task of the church, which is "the
 
pillar and ground of the truth"? (1Timothy 3:15) 
Indeed, concerning man's entire relationship to God, Jeremiah could cry in all truth, "O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that 
walketh
 to direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). You need divine guidance. 
And we can know assuredly there is such a pattern. Paul commanded young Timothy: "Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard
 
of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Timothy 1: 13). The word "form " means "an example, pattern . . . the pattern to be placed before one to be held fast and copied, model. . . "" (Thayer). This is a plain declaration that there is a pattern. This form, according to the inspired writer, consists of "words, which thou hast heard of me." These are apostolic words. But, the apostles' words are God's words, received by revelation from the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 2:9-13)
 
These words were written down by the apostles and constitute the New Testament, which we can read
 
and understand. (Eph. 3:1-6) The term "sound" is defined thus: "to be well, to be in good
 
health, true and incorrupt doctrine." (Thayer) These are words that are conducive to spiritual health. Being the words of God, they are true. (John 17:17) But we dare not corrupt them. 
If one were to add a pinch of arsenic to wholesome wheat flour, death would result. If one adds a pinch of opinion to the wholesome apostolic words, damnation will result. (Gal. 1: 6-9) Thus, the divine blueprint for the church consists of the sum total of everything the New Testament says about the church, nothing more or less. Equipped with this pattern, we "may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3:17, ASV) 
The aged apostle enjoined an obligation to this pattern. He commanded Timothy to "hold fast" 
the form. The words "hold fast" mean to "keep" "retain " or "be consistent with." Under the 
Old Covenant, if one brought into service to God that which was unauthorized, 
punishment was swift and severe. (e.g. Lev. 10: 1-2) Under the New
 
Testament 
we must "do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (by His authority, Col. 3:17) 
lest we be without God (2 
Jno
. 9-11) and thus lose our hope of life eternal. 
(Rev. 22:18-19) Indeed, there
 
is a divine pattern for the church, the New 
Testament. Will you not lay aside human opinion and
 
by faith be 
conformed to the divine pattern? 
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Everyone Counts!
B
y Greg 
Gwin
Our country accomplished some incredible things during the hard trials of World War II. The 
feats of brave men and women who faced the enemy on
 
the battlefields inspires us. But there is also amazing historical data that documents the amount of war materials and supplies that were produced in relatively short periods of time right here on the 
homefront
. With limited resources that sometimes required rationing, and without the advantages of the technology we now enjoy, the nation's "war machine" turned out essential equipment at a staggering pace. How was this done? 
The key t
o this effort was a campaign to 
convince every single worker of his or her importance to the ultimate goal of defeating the enemy and winning the war. The leaders of our country successfully persuaded everyone to work hard, make sacrifices and contribute what they coul
d to this end. The results were 
amazing. Agai
nst huge odds, the victory was 
won. 
We are in another sort of a war. There are no tanks, planes, bombs or missiles. We do not need workers preparing bullets or medical supplies.
 
There's no need for rationing of gasoline or other necessary products. Instead, we are in a spiritual war (2 Cor. 10:3,4). We battle against a very real and powerful enemy (1 Peter 5:8). 
To win this war, we definitely need every Christian
 
fully engaged. Everyone counts! We cannot afford to have some of our vital workers slacking off in their duties. We must all "endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. 2:3). Diligent effort, significant sacrifice, and 
determined commitment to the cause are essential. Every Christian serves in a critical capacity (Eph. 4:15,16). 
Some might suggest that the odds against us are overwhelming. But in truth, with God on our side, the 
enemy is doomed! As Elisha told 
his fearful servant: "Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them" (2 Kings 6:16). 
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A Bible challenge!
You are to hunt for ten words of five letters each and all beginning with the letters 
RO
. Each word is described or defined to help you guess it, and you may check your answer by looking for the word in the Bible verse given.
Large stones. (Jeremiah 4:29) 
Parts of a house. (Matthew 23:6) 
Man of a certain nationality. (Acts 22:29) 
Garments. (Luke 20:46) 
A way to cook meat. (1 Samuel 2:15) 
Parts of a tree. (Mark 11:20) 
To waken. (Genesis 49:9) 
The opposite of smooth. (Isaiah 40:4) 
Kingly. (Esther 5:1) 
Large twisted cords. (Acts 27:32) 
                                                             - Good luck!
How did you do?
 
The Answers:
Rocks
Rooms
Roman
Robes
Roast
Roots
Rouse
Rough
Royal
Ropes
__________________________________________
He who 
heeds
 the word wisely will find good, And whoever trusts in the LORD, happy is he. 
                            
- Proverbs 16:20
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Is It Wise and Good to Begin Drinking Alcohol?
By 
Doy
 Moyer
Will anyone defend this: “The wise and good thing to do today is to start drinking alcohol”?
If one says, “But the Bible doesn’t condemn all drinking,” I will respond by asking that question again.
If one says, “But there are passages in the Bible that speak of fermented drinks in a more positive light,” I will respond by asking that question again.
If one says, “The Bible condemns drunkenness, not all drinking,” I will respond by asking that question again.
If one says, “But Jesus made water into wine,” I will respond by asking that question again.
If one says, “But there are other issues, too, like gluttony,” I will respond by asking that question again. If one wishes to start another thread on sugar and candy, he or she is welcome to do so. Not here. Not now.
If one asks, “Are you saying it is a sin and one will go to hell for touching alcohol to the lips at all?” I will respond by asking that question again.
Until the above question is answered, I will continue asking it. None of those responses grapple with the wisdom of the issue of drinking alcohol today; they only look at legal technicalities of a culture very different from ours. None of the responses consider the cultural differences between then and now or the reasons for drinking between then and now (e.g., the need to add it to water then where that need doesn’t exist now). They don’t look at the issue of discernment and wisdom at a time when the problem of alcoholism continues to plague millions. Are you sure the prime reasons for drinking then are identical to now? Are you so certain about it that you will promote modern drinking at the risk of influencing another in a way that could well result in severe consequences? Are you aware of what those risks, today, are?
Just remember that holiness and sobriety go hand in hand (1 Peter 1:13-16). Think wisdom. Be discerning.
As a parent, would you tell your child, “You know, I believe it is okay to drink alcohol, that the Bible doesn’t really condemn it, so let me give you this wise advice. Go ahead and drink. Don’t overdo it, but you really should start drinking some. It will be good for you.”? If you will tell your child that, I beg you, don’t give any advice to mine.
Let’s get some perspective on today. More than 16 million people over 18 years old had some form of alcohol use disorder in 2013. In that same year, from ages 12-17, nearly 700,000 had some form of alcohol use disorder. Ages 12-17.
According to the CDC, over 88,000 deaths per year occurred due to alcohol-related incidents from 2006-2010. Over 10,000 alcohol-related deaths occurred in automobile accidents in 2013 alone. Within this very hour, at least one or more will die due to alcoholic-related driving. Alcohol misuse problems cost billions of dollars every
 
years. Billions. Many of the problems are due to binge drinking. Yet, all it takes is that one time. Just one time.
   >>>
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In 2012, over 3 million deaths globally were attributed to alcohol consumption. Alcohol contributes to over 200 diseases. Globally, alcohol misuse is the fifth leading factor in premature death or disability; among those aged 15-49, it is first. First!
Each year, some 1,800 plus college students die from alcohol-related incidents (including vehicle crashes). Nearly 700,000 students between 18-24 were assaulted by another student who had been drinking. Nearly 100,000 report alcohol-related sexual assault or date rape. About 20 percent of college students meet the criteria for alcohol use disorder. Shall we go on? (See www.niaaa.nih.gov/…/overview-a…/alcohol-facts-and-statistics for more).
This isn’t a matter of having little choice in drink, of needing to dilute the water, or of drinking naturally fermented juices that are diluted. Alcoholism is devastating, and there are far too many cases of it not to be prepared to deal with the effects of it. If you will promote taking that first drink to enough people today, will you be prepared to deal with what may well happen to some of them? Shall we bury our heads and think, "oh that won't happen to my family"?
Looking at the question from a strict “where does the Bible specifically condemn or allow it” perspective completely overlooks the wisdom question for today’s world. Today, it isn’t necessary at all. Today, the consequences are far more reaching and costly than ever before. Is it the wise thing to do?
I repeat, is it the wise thing to do?
Without contradiction, we may say that no non-drinker becomes a problem drinker.
This may frustrate some people. Some will dislike this form of argument. So be it. I’m perfectly fine with not being liked over this issue. When all the dust settles, I will be right back asking this question.
Will anyone defend this: “The wise and good thing to do today is to start drinking alcohol”?
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Which Way Are You Headed?
B
y Robert Hines
Most of us have seen the little ditty below, which
 
was originally found, we are told, as an
 
epitaph on a tombstone:
Remember, friend, as you pass by,
As you are now, so once was I.
As I am now so you shall be.
Prepare for death, and follow me.
Pretty good, huh? Not too long ago I read it again
 
but with a different twist. A passerby had
 
scratched out this extra note and added it below the verse:
My friend, I've read what you did write,
But, I feel I need a little light;
To follow you I'll not consent,
UNTIL I KNOW WHICH WAY YOU WENT!
_________________________________________
The 
A
theist 
"The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God." (Psalm 14:1) "Though you grind a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, yet his foolishness will not depart from him." (Prov. 27:22) 
An atheist will try to make proselytes even to a system as fatherless, so forlorn, and so gloomy as his. And, he will try it on the same principle that causes children to cry at night for a bedfellow - he is afraid to be alone in the darkness. (From 
Encyclopedia of Sermon Illustrations
, 
by David F. Burgess, p. 20) 
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Planned Repentance
     
B
y 
Cloyce
 Sutton
Several years ago I met a man who was planning to repent. He had been a Christian for some time, but worked a job that prevented him from attending services virtually all of the time. Eventually he quit trying at all, and fell away altogether. At the time he was part of a class-action lawsuit against his employer and was awaiting the outcome of the case. If the plaintiffs prevailed, they would receive a handsome sum of money, and then be released from their job duties to pursue other careers. He explained that whenever this lawsuit was settled, he would find a different job that would permit him to resume his relationship with the local church.
When I asked him if he had considered finding another line of work, he said, "No. I'm going to see this through." I asked if it occurred to him that he might die before his plans were realized, and he said, "That's the chance I'll just have to take." He was planning, some day, to repent.
His version of repentance and the biblical version are two different things. When Peter urged his audience to "repent and be baptized" (Acts 2:38), he was not addressing men and women who were in some vague way contemplating the remote possibility of a commitment of some sort in the indeterminate future. They saw the urgency of their spiritual crisis and begged, "What shall we do?" (v. 37). On that day, 3000 obeyed Jesus as Lord. They did not plan to repent; they responded according to their convictions and the need of the moment.
The repentance of the Corinthians was marked by earnestness, vindication, fear, longing, and zeal (2 Corinthians 8:11). They had wronged a fellow Christian and were anxious to make the necessary corrections and to prove themselves "innocent in the matter." Theirs was not "the sorrow of the world" that "produces death," but the "sorrow according to the will of God" that produced "repentance without regret." They could no more delay their repentance than they could delay their breathing.
When John the Baptist preached repentance, his audiences demanded, "What shall we do?" (Luke 3:10, 12, 14). Luke's account tells us that they came to him and repeatedly questioned him (v. 10-14). They wanted to know how to fix their spiritual breakdown. They were deadly serious about solving the problem of sin in their lives. Repentance was urgent enough that they could not stop thinking about it.
The counterpoint to these examples of true repentance is Felix, the Roman procurator of Judea. When Paul appeared before Felix and his wife Drusilla, he took aim at Felix's self-serving, wicked heart when he spoke of "righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come" (Acts 24:25). Paul's powerful message brought Felix to the brink of repentance. Felix held in his hands the keys to the kingdom, but, instead, closed the door. He planned on repenting (v. 25), and continued to plan for another two years (v. 27). After this, he was recalled to Rome, where he died soon afterward. I suspect he was still planning to repent.
The problem with planned repentance is NOT that our plans may not work out the way we intend. That is true enough. You might plan to repent in September, but die in August. You may plan to repent when you
   >>>
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>>> 
retire, but never get around to retiring. You may plan to repent "someday" — but when "someday" arrives, you may be just as 
i
ndifferent as you are now.
                                         
No, the real problem with planned repentance is that we put our relationship to God on our own terms, not on his terms. Planned repentance is nothing more than excuse-making for the sake of disobedience: "Lord, I will repent, but first let me..." Our Lord's response is plain: "If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow me" 
(Luke 9:23)
. Whatever planned repentance may be, it is certainly not what Jesus wants.
Are you planning to repent? Can you so easily undo months or years of neglect, indifference, or rebellion? Why will some other time, some other place, or some other circumstance be better than today? Do you think that continuing in habitual sin will make repentance easier? Now is the time to repent!
______________________________________
What are we 
offer
ing
?
"Jesus answered them and said, 'Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him.'" (John 6:26-27) 
"The early church prayed in the upper room; the twentieth century church cooks in the supper room. Today, the supper room has taken place of the upper room, play has taken the place of prayer, and feasting the place of fasting. There are more full stomachs than there are bended knees and broken hearts. There is more fire in the range in the kitchen than there is in the pulpit. When you build a fire in the church kitchen, it often puts out the fire in the pulpit. Ice cream chills the fever of spiritual life." (From Gospel Advocate, May 30, 1935)
Someone has rightly said, "When people are offered ice cream, tea, and fried chicken as enticement to attend worship services, you will find that those people are as cold as the ice cream, weak as the tea, and as dead as the chicken!" 
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A Bible Quiz
1. 
How many books are there in the whole Bible? 
2. 
How many books are there in the Old Testament? 
3. 
How many books are there in the New Testament? 
4. 
In which Testament would you look for the Sermon on the Mount? 
5. 
In which Testament would you look for the story of Jonah and the great fish? 
6. 
How many of the New Testament books are called the Gospels? 
7. 
In what book of the Bible would you read about Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego
? 
8. 
What is the first book in the Bible? 
9. 
What is the last book in the Bible? 
10. 
If you opened the Bible in the middle, what book would you find? 
_________________________________________
Do not be envious of evil men, Nor desire to be with them; For their heart devises violence, And their lips talk of troublemaking.
                              
- Proverbs 24:1
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Train Up A Child 
    
 
        
By Steve Klein
 
Vines grow the way they are trained.  Children do too.  Like the 
nurseryman who trains vines to grow on a trellis according to his 
design, parents are to "train up a child in the way he should go" 
(Prov. 20:6).  Fathers are to bring up their children "in the training 
and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4).  Vines and children trained 
improperly when they are young and tender, cannot easily be retrained after they have been stiffened with age.  Godly parents
 
will make a sincere and serious-minded effort to properly train their children by word and by example.  Here are some practical tips for parents who are interested in having their children grow the way God wants them to grow in three important areas -- worship, morality and Bible knowledge.
Tips For Training Children To Worship
1.  Attend every assembly possible (Heb. 10:25).  The example parents set will have more effect on a child than anything parents say.  When parents neglect assembling they are training their children to do likewise.  If there is a discussion in the home each week about "whether or not we are going to church today", the child gets the message that worship is unimportant and optional.
2.  Do not allow school age children to draw, play or sleep during a worship assembly. If they are expected to pay attention in school because "education is important", surely they should also pay attention during worship to Almighty God.
3.  Encourage children to pray - at meal time, bed time or any time they have a problem.
4.  Encourage children to sing - during worship assemblies, in the car - any time they are cheerful (James 5:13).
Tips For Training Children To Make Moral Decisions
1.  Teach children to respect authority.  Children who are allowed to be disrespectful to teachers and parents are not being trained to respect the God of heaven.  A child who is allowed to constantly question authority will be an adult who questions God's authority.  It is one thing to explain to a child the reason for something when he needs to know; it is quite another to indulge every "why?" question a child asks in defiance of plainly spoken commands.  Children must learn that the proper response to expressed authority is simple obedience.
2.  Do not allow children to engage in activities which God will consider immoral when they become adults.  For instance, if parents allow their six year old daughter to where a swimming suit in public, what are they training their child to do when she is eighteen years old?  Following this advice may mean that a child will be looked upon as being different from other children.  Children need to know that God's people are special to Him precisely because they are different from the world (2 Corinthians 6:17-18).
                                  >>>
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3.  Discuss with your children the moral training they receive from other sources.  Children in public schools may often be shown standards of morality which are out of harmony with the Bible.  For example, we are hearing of cases where elementary students have been told that there are certain circumstances under which it is alright to lie!  Parents should make it their business to know what others are teaching their children.
Tips For Training Children To Know The Bible
1.  Take children to every Bible class arranged by the church. It would be a shame for any parent to let such an excellent learning opportunity go to waste.
2.  Make sure children get their Bible class lessons ahead of time, and that they do any memory work that has been assigned.  It does little good to get "little Johnny" to Bible class if he is not prepared to learn when he gets there.
3.  Study the Bible with your children.  When they ask a question about God's will, about right and wrong, open a Bible and read together the verses which answer their questions.  Setting aside time for Bible study can greatly benefit both you and your child.
In his book, Good Homes in a Wicked World, brother Irvin Lee wrote the following: "The child is like a mound of potter's clay.  The potter can take the clay and fashion it into whatever form he chooses.  He can then dry and temper it, and the form is set into its permanent shape.  That is a frightening thought.  As the twig is bent, so the tree is inclined.  As the child is molded and shaped so the man will be.  The challenge is very great when the parents realize that they have the power to shape the very eternal destiny of the soul that inhabits the body of their little child.  How many parents will be lost because they failed in their duty to their children?" 
______________________________________
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A Bible Quiz
How did you do?
1. 
How many books are there in the whole Bible? 
66
2. 
How many books are there in the Old Testament? 
39
3. 
How many books are there in the New Testament? 
27
4. 
In which Testament would you look for the Sermon on the Mount? 
New Testament
5. 
In which Testament would you look for the story of Jonah and the great fish? 
Old Testament
6. 
How many of the New Testament books are called the Gospels? 
4
7. 
In what book of the Bible would you read about Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego
? 
Daniel
8. 
What is the first book in the Bible? 
Genesis
9. 
What is the last book in the Bible? 
Revelation
10. 
If you opened the Bible in the middle, what book would you find? 
Psalms
_________________________________________
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Luke 6:47-48
 - Whoever comes to Me, and 
hears
 My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:
48 "He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.
)
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Things Saul Saw When Blind
       
By John Isaac Edwards
                 
While Saul of Tarsus was on the road to Damascus, he was blinded by a light from heaven (Acts 9:1-9). During the time that Saul was blind, he saw a number of things that most people today don't see. Let's notice three things that Saul saw while blind.
1) That One Can Live In All Good Conscience And Be In Error. The trend in religion today seems to be, “just let your conscience be your guide.” Saul of Tarsus was guided by his conscience, but he was guided into error. Saul was a man who “made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and hailing men and women committed them to prison” (Acts 8:3). Tell Me Saul, did your conscience bother you while you persecuted the church? Saul said, “I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day” (Acts 23:1). Many today may live in all good conscience in religious matters, but still be engaged in religious error.
2) That A Person Can Be Zealous In His Religion And Be Wrong. Saul revealed to the Galatians that he was a religious man (Gal. 1:13).  But Saul was not your ordinary religious man. He was zealous in his religion! In Acts 22:3, Saul testified that he was “zealous toward God.” Furthermore, he announced to the brethren in Galatia, that he was “exceedingly zealous” (Gal. 1:14). The Bible teaches that zeal is essential if one is to please God (Tit. 2:14). Yet, some today may be in the same condition that Saul was in—“concerning zeal, persecuting the church” (Phil. 3:6). It takes more than just being zealous to be pleasing to God!
3) What A Man Must Do To Have His Sins Washed Away. While Saul lay trembling on the earth, he asked, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” The Lord answered, “Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts 9:6). It must be recognized that whatever Saul was told to do, in the city, that it was imperative if he was to have his sins washed away. Saul was told, “And now why 
tarriest
 thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Saul, while blind, saw that in order to have his sins washed away, he had to be baptized.
Saul of Tarsus saw these things while blind. Can you see them?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What is every member was like you? 
Think about it!
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No Bitterness       
                       
By Leslie 
Diestelkamp
Paul wrote, "Let all bitterness ... be put away from you" 
(Eph. 4:31)
. Christians today need this admonition so very badly. In the midst of all the controversies now raging among brethren, bitterness is everywhere evident.
One of the most dreadful things about this problem is that few are able to see any signs of bitterness in themselves. It is only in others that we see this fault. We all stoutly declare our own innocence.
Yet bitterness toward brethren often shows in the following ways:
1. A critical spirit:
 This does not mean that constructive criticism is wrong, but this critical spirit manifests itself in that we become faultfinders almost habitually.  We may seek to find faults.
2. Those with whom we differ become constant victims of our ire. 
Whatever they do, we search it with a critical eye, seeking error in it.
3. Sometimes our criticism is in complete conflict with principles of common decency, and courtesy. 
We make our criticism actual attacks upon people for whom we should be deeply concerned and for whom love should fill our hearts even if we do disagree with them.
This bitterness is a double -- barreled problem. Bitterness in my heart will hurt the one whom I oppose, but bitterness will hurt me more than it will him. My own heart is sure to fall victim and be shrunk into an evil one. In other words bitterness is accumulative--a speck of it will grow into a mountain in our own heart.
Bitterness will undoubtedly keep many out of heaven. Let's put it out of our lives, for it is altogether unbecoming to the gospel of Christ which we believe and to which we have claimed to give our allegiance.
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The Scars That We Can Leave
He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city." (Prov. 16:32) "A wrathful man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to anger allays contention." (Prov. 15:18)
 
There was a little boy with a bad temper. His father gave him a bag of nails and told him that every time he lost his temper, to hammer a nail in the back fence. The first day, the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. Then, it gradually dwindled down. He discovered it was easier to hold his temper than to drive those nails into the fence. Finally, the day came when the boy didn't lose his temper at all. He told his father about it and the father suggested that the boy now pull out one nail for each day that he was able to hold his temper. The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell his father that all the nails were gone. The father took his son by the hand and led him to the fence. He said, "You have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence will never be the same. When you say and do things in anger, you leave scars just like as in this fence." (Author Unknown) 
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Remember our FREE Bible correspondence course available upon request!
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Three Views of Modesty
     
By Bill Hall
Three women face the problem of modesty.  All three recognize the teaching of I Tim 2:9,  "In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with 
broided
 hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array."  However, their attitudes toward modest dress differ considerably.
The first woman takes the "Where do you draw the line?" view.  If someone could draw the line for her (at the knee? ankle? calf?) and prove by the Bible that it was the line separating modesty from immodesty, she would abide by it (she says).  But, meanwhile, until someone comes up with the Bible line, she wears what she wants to.  If anyone approaches her about her immodesty, she justifies herself with one question, "Where do you draw the line?", followed by one observation, "Grandma wore her dress at the ankles, you know."
The second woman takes the "follow the dress code" view.  She has listened to sermons on modesty, and has established for herself a code of dress by which she lives religiously:  no shorts, no halters, no swimsuits, skirt below the knee, high neck, etc.  She is a good woman and is to be commended for her conscientiousness, but it has never "dawned" on her that a woman can dress by her code and still be worldly, suggestive, and immodest in appearance.  She would be shocked to learn that reasonable people consider her to be immodest at times.
The third woman is concerned about dress, but is more concerned about the character of which dress is a reflection.  Recognizing Bible teaching concerning purity and chastity, she has become genuinely pure and chaste, not only in conduct, but in heart and disposition.  She is pure "through and through," "inside out," and her clothing reflects that purity.  Decency of dress is not a mechanical, "follow the dress code" type of thing with her.  It is a natural outgrowth of her modesty from within.  While other sisters in Christ grope with I Tim 2:9, and wonder why the Lord would be so restrictive in their dress, she sees that teaching as being perfectly natural, an obvious supplement to Bible teaching concerning purity and chastity of heart and life.
 
Her dress reflects her character in other areas.  For instance, she seeks to be lady-like in heart and demeanor, and this attitude is reflected in her dress.  She remembers the warnings in the scriptures concerning pride, and has become truly "poor in spirit."  This is also reflected in her dress.  Her dress in every way is a true commentary on her character.  One glance reveals that here is a woman who is pure, lady-like, humble, and genuine.
And is this not what I Tim 2:9 is teaching?  The verse says that we are to dress with modesty, shamefacedness, and sobriety.  When we all develop these three qualities in our hearts, then -- and only then -- will our problems of dress vanish.
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What's in it for Me?
By
 Steve Klein
The Lord described one of the shortcomings of the ancient Israelites as follows: "Everyone loves bribes, and follows after rewards. They do not defend the fatherless, nor does the cause of 
the widow come before them" (Isaiah 1:23). Like many today, the people of Israel were not much 
interested in helping those who could not help 
themin
 return. The prevailing way of determining 
whether or not to be charitable and kind was apparently to ask oneself, "What's in it for me?" and "What am I going to get out of it?" And so it is today. Unless there is some prospect of being 
rewarded with pleasure, financial gain or praise, few will show much concern for the welfare of 
the needy and lowly. 
It has been said that you can learn a lot about a man's character by observing how he treats someone who can do nothing for him. A person of quality will be kind to those who are in positions "lower" than his (e.g. waiters, cashiers,
 
clerks, employees at work, underclassmen at school, etc.). He will go out of his way to be helpful to those who cannot pay him back. 
Jesus expects His disciples to "condescend to men of low estate" (Romans 12:16). He explicitly commands us to do good to those who cannot or will not repay us. In Luke 14:13-14 Jesus said, "When you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just". And in Luke 6:35 He commands us to love our "enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High" (Luke 6:35). 
Note that in both of the preceding passages, the reward for doing good to others is not material, financial, or even emotional -- it's spiritual and eternal. Let not our love and kindness be
 
sold cheaply for the temporary rewards of this life. Rather, store up eternal treasures in heaven 
by showing courtesy and compassion to all. Make it your task today to do something for someone who cannot pay you back. 
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What's The Difference?
... Between the atheist who would not dream of financially supporting the church and the Christian who will not financially support the Lord's church?
... Between the skeptic who does not believe the Bible and the negligent Christian who never reads it? 
... Between those who do not believe in Bible classes and those who choose never to attend a class? 
... Between the atheist who does nothing to build up the Lord's church and the Christian who finds fault with others but does nothing himself? 
... Between a man of the world and a person in the church who lives like a man in the world? 
... Between a man 
of the world who lives for self 
and a person in the church building who lives for self, not God? 
These are tough questions for Christians who live in a tough world. The fact is, Christians make no difference until they are different. 
_________________________________________
Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 
                       
- Psalm 119:105
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Nadab
, 
Abihu
 and the Strange Fire
     
By Tom Edwards
The Old Testament abounds with numerous examples that illustrate New Testament principles, such as in Leviticus 10:1,2, in which the lesson is taught that God will not accept just any kind of worship. It reads, ``Now 
Nadab
 and 
Abihu
, the sons of Aaron, took their respective 
firepans
, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. And fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.'' What was this ``strange fire'' they used? According to the text, it was simply a fire which God did not authorize--apparently, fire from another source.
On the Day of Atonement, Aaron was to take ``a 
firepan
 full of coals of fire from upon the altar...and...put the incense on the fire'' (Leviticus 16:12,13). And, as Leviticus 6:12,13 shows, the fire was to be kept burning continually upon the altar. For Aaron to have, therefore, used some other source for fire, would have caused him to violate God's word just as 
Nadab
 and 
Abihu
 had done.
When the Lord specifies a certain way for something to be performed, He doesn't have to enumerate on all the ways in which it cannot be.  For example, when God told Noah to build an ark using gopher wood, this automatically eliminated the use of any other kind. The Lord did not have to say, ``And thou 
shalt
 not use hickory, cedar, cypress, walnut, maple,'' and so.
This principle of ``specific commands'' is seen often in the Bible.  Take, for instance, the unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine that are to be used in the Lord's Supper. By specifying these two elements--the former to represent Christ's body, and the latter to represent His blood--the use of anything else is automatically excluded.  Therefore, to use something(s) in addition to, or in place of, would be to profane the communion.
Most people realize this and would find it sacrilegious to add cake and ice cream to the Lord's Supper or to substitute the fruit of the vine with Coke or Pepsi, but why can't they also see this with regard to the music the church is to use in worshiping God; It is to be a cappella, which is singing without the accompaniment of instrumental music. This is because God has specifically commanded His people to ``sing'' for this New Testament age and has never included authority for using instruments in worship (Col. 3:16). Though the use of such was commanded during the 
Mosaical
 Period, this is irrelevant to how we are to worship God during this Gospel Age in which we now live.  Today it is just the instrument of the heart that is to accompany are singing in praise and worship to God (Eph. 5:19).
In Leviticus 10:3 the implication is made that 
Nadab
 and 
Abihu
 did not honor God, nor treat Him as holy, because they chose to change God's plan and serve the Lord their own way. Do we ever see this happening today? Unfortunately, we do--and not just with instrumental music. Yet we do not have any more right to tamper with God's word in our time than those who lived during the age of 
Nadab
 and 
Abihu
. We must search the Scriptures to learn of God's authority, and respect that authority by humbling submitting to it through obedience.
May this lesson of 
Nadab
 and 
Abihu
 help us to not make the same mistake of tampering with God's word--no matter how insignificant it might seem--realizing that if we want to truly honor and worship the Lord, we must do so His way and not our own.
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The Church and Christians 
By C. R. Nichol
When it is said one is a Christian, the thought is conveyed that the one referred to is a follower of Christ—that he believes Christ is the savior and subscribes to his teaching without any reservations, and embodies in his life the principles of Christ's teaching in all relationships.
I do not recall that human slavery is specifically condemned in the New Testament, yet I am persuaded that the principles of the teaching of Christ led to the freeing of the slaves in our country.
The New Testament does not give the "blue prints" by which we are to build our residences; yet in building them the Christian follows the principles of Christ in building, as does the workman in the construction of the house.
The store-keeper, if he is a Christian, follows the principles of Christ, in dealing with his customers—honest dealing, and truthful representations.
Though the New Testament does not specify in what particular field of human endeavor a man engages, it does demand that he work and provide for those who are dependent on him; and have to give to the work of the Master.
Christians not only sustain a relationship to the Lord; but being a citizen in the country in which they live sustain a relationship to that country—citizens with whom they associate.
The church is in no sense a worldly institution. It is not the business of the church to enter the marts of the world in an effort to make money—it is not the business of the church to become a competitor in the business world. Rather the church gives of its money to help suffering humanity, and to preach the gospel.
The church is the pillar and ground of the truth. (1 Tim. 3:15.) I think it would be well if many who are members of the church would give serious study to the foregoing passage; and in connection therewith it will be well to remember: "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." (1 Cor. 10:31.)
The first work of the church is to preach the gospel. He who thinks the physical demands of humanity comes first—in importance—has not learned the first lesson of the Scriptures. By way of comparison the physical life, and blessings for the physical man sink into insignificance compared with the spiritual. If needs be one must sacrifice his physical life, rather than deny the Lord. It is more important to maintain your faithfulness to the Lord than to preserve your physical life.
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BIBLE QUIZ!
How are the following Bible characters related?
Cain and Abel (Genesis 4, especially v.8) 
Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 21, especially v.3) 
Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38,39) 
Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:2) 
Moses and Aaron (Exodus 4:14) 
Eunice and Lois (2 Timothy 1:5) 
Peter and Andrew (Matthew 4:18) 
Ananias and 
Sapphira
 (Acts 5) 
Joseph and Benjamin (Genesis 42:3,4) 
David and Absalom (2 Samuel 18:33) 
__________________________________________
"...Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion." 
                   
- Hebrews 3:15
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The Pattern for Personal Apostasy 
     
By Dee Bowman
It seems to me that even evil follows a predictable pattern.  I have seen one or two persons, on rare occasions, suddenly and unexpectedly bolt from the faith and forsake God–  seemingly all in one motion.  However, this has certainly been the exception and not the rule.  Most people who leave the faith do so gradually.  And when they do, they follow what almost appears to be an assigned course prescribed for the purpose of absenting oneself from the faith and separating oneself from a divine connection with God.
One who falls away from Christ usually begins by neglecting his private worship.  For instance, he will go for long periods without giving any time to meditation about God.  Even when he is not under the duress of existing circumstances, he rarely ever contemplates anything about his personal relationship with God.  He, because of this same type of neglect, stops praying and giving thanks to God for his goods, health, or others of his blessings. He feels smugly secure in his own egotistical pride and begins to reason that humility is a weakness, tears are for “softies,” and that things like moral courage, sacrifice, and virtue, are not worthy of his time or attention. In short, the time he once gave to personal devotion to glorify God is now totally wasted in efforts to satisfy himself.
One who becomes disinterested in spiritual service will soon begin to show a lack of interest in the public worship services.  No one can, for any length of time, “fake” interest in a cause. His lack of attention will soon expose his true feelings.  So it is with one who leaves his first love. He starts the process by no longer listening attentively to the songs, the sermons, the prayers. His mind is no longer “tuned in” to those things which should occupy his attention, and even though it may outwardly appear to be otherwise, he really is doing no more than occupying a pew.
The next thing you will notice about our wandering brother is that he will become sporadic in his attendance, particularly on Sunday nights and Wednesday nights. Then it won’t be long before he ceases to avail himself of the opportunities at all.  He makes for himself excuses that are logical only to him and make no sense at all to those who are anxious about his seeming lack of interest in the work of the church where he is supposedly a member.
Then when someone confronts him about his obvious lack of concern, he is immediately insulted and becomes indignant.  He just can’t imagine anyone thinking he is not as faithful as he should be.  Why, the very idea!  At about that time the excuses begin to pour out with the rapidity of white water rapids.  The number of “reasons” for his lack of participation are so emphatic that it becomes obvious that too much emphasis becomes no emphasis at all. It’s now apparent–if only to him–that someone is “out to get him,” that he is “just as good as so-and-so,” and that if he told all he knows about the other members there would be a moral explosion of major proportions.
Finally, he quits.  He now has what he has sought for some time–a reason to leave.  And, mind you, that “reason” has nothing whatever to do with him, nor is he leaving because of his own neglect, indifference, or lethargy.  You see, he was driven away. The blame belongs on the church.  They never wanted him there in the first place.  How sad!  How very sad!
The devil is subtle, cunning, crafty.  He doesn’t often invite people into the slime pits of sin; rather, he induces them a bit at a time. “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip” (Hebrews 2:1).
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Questions to Ask
When We Complain
By 
Doy
 Moyer
When we complain about others, perhaps we should ask ourselves if we are projecting a bit. That is, are we guilty of the attitudes and errors we accuse others of having? I have often wondered about the older brother in the parable of the prodigal. With all that he accused his brother of, then claiming he had never neglected his father’s commands, makes me wonder if such a spirit protests too much and reveals a hypocritical guilt. At the least he showed an attitude of entitlement and lack of mercy. But then that was Jesus’ point.
If we accuse others of being cold and unfeeling, is it possible that has been our problem? 
If we accuse others of being hypocritical, pharisaical, and legalistic, has that been our error? 
If we complain that other Christians are unspiritual or lack zeal, have we been that way? 
If we charge others with arrogance because they disagree with us, are we being arrogant? 
Do we condemn in others what 
we applaud in ourselves or 
our associates?
I’m not saying it must 
be this way, but it is 
important that we 
check ourselves lest 
we find ourselves in 
this passage: “Therefore 
you have no excuse, 
everyone of you who 
passes judgment, for in 
that which you judge 
another, you condemn 
yourself; for you who 
j
udge practice the same 
things
” (Romans 2:1).
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BIBLE QUIZ!
How Did You Do?
How are the following Bible characters related?
Cain and Abel (Genesis 4, especially v.8) 
(brothers)
Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 21, especially v.3) 
(father and son)
Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38,39) 
(sisters)
Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:2) 
(husband and wife)
Moses and Aaron (Exodus 4:14) 
(brothers)
Eunice and Lois (2 Timothy 1:5) 
(daughter and mother)
Peter and Andrew (Matthew 4:18) 
(brothers)
Ananias and 
Sapphira
 (Acts 5) 
(husband and wife)
Joseph and Benjamin (Genesis 42:3,4) 
(brothers)
David and Absalom (2 Samuel 18:33) 
(father and son)
)
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Moral Holiness
By John R. Gibson
“Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am holy’” (1 Pt 1:13-16). With a full awareness of the hope set before us, Peter calls upon us to reject the ways of sin and live in an obedient and holy manner. As we consider what it means to be holy, we must realize that when we were baptized into Christ we were sanctified and at that point became saints, i.e. holy ones (1 
Cor
 1:2; 6:11). Yet, in daily living God expects us to become progressively holier. “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 
Cor
 7:1). 
While moral behavior encompasses many different things, an area that received special emphasis in the first century and continues to demand the same emphasis in the twenty-first century is sexual morality. “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness” (1 
Thess
 4:3-7). Sexual relations outside a lawful marriage are condemned by God and must be avoided (Heb 13:4; 1 
Cor
 6:9, 10; Mt 19:9). 
How can we live holy and clean lives in regard to sexual behavior? How can we keep ourselves pure? Consider four things we must do. 
Avoid situations where lust is likely to occur. While we seek to avoid lust because we realize that by itself it can be sinful (Mt 5:28), we must also recognize lust as a step on the path to immorality. “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death” (James 1:14-15). Stay away from situations where lustful passions are most easily stirred up. Beaches and pools where mixed swimming (or sunning) occurs, dances, movies depicting nudity or sexual behavior, “backseats,” etc. are going to lead to lust (i.e. unlawful sexual desire) and lust often leads to fornication. 
Remember that evil company will corrupt good morals (1 
Cor
 15:33). Imitate Joseph who, after saying no to the advances of 
Potiphar’s
 wife, refused to be with her (Gen 39:10). Learn that continued associations with some will lead to sin. In this we must be honest in our evaluations of our friendships. It is easy to keep telling ourselves we are not being influenced when our will is gradually being broken down. Breaking off a relationship may not easy, but it is the price we must sometimes be willing to pay if we are to maintain our holiness. 
The married should seek to cultivate a closeness and physical intimacy that serves to satisfy both the physical and emotional needs of each partner. Read carefully 1 
Cor
 7:1-5 where Paul admonishes husbands and wives not to “deprive one another,” lest Satan use this to tempt them. See 
Prov
 5:18-20 where rejoicing with one’s wife is contrasted with being embraced by the seductress. 
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>>> 
Most importantly, we must develop self-control. We must have such a great awareness of the cost of sin and conversely the wondrous beauty of an eternity with God that we will refuse to give in no matter how great the temptation. “That each of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor” (1 
Thess
 4:4). The first three admonitions are valid and will help us avoid some temptations, but temptations cannot be completely avoided. One can, and certainly should, avoid public pools, dirty movies, etc., but in our sex-crazed world only a hermit would be able to avoid all exposure to sexual stimuli. We can limit our associations with evil influences, but we can’t avoid them all. And while husbands and wives have responsibilities to one another, there may come a time when illness or other factors result in an unintended “depriving of one another.” The point is that even if we find ourselves confronted with unwanted stimuli and influences or deprived by a spouse, whether deliberately or unavoidably, we are not forced to sin. If we have learned to possess our vessel in sanctification and honor we will find the way of escape from that temptation (1 
Cor
 10:13). 
Will we heed God’s admonition? “Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 
Cor
 7:1).
______________________________________
Which Harvest?
B
y Dwayne Laws
If my thought
s are only on the coming of the 
next harvest, I should plant grain. If my thoughts are on the next half century, I should plant trees.
But, if I am wise enough to set my thoughts on eternity, I should plant truth - deep within my heart and the hearts of all who will heed. Except I plant truth, I labor in vain. 
______________________________________
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Read and study God's word
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil. 3:13-14) 
A young man who wanted to become a lawyer wrote to Abraham Lincoln, asking where and with whom he should read books. Mr. Lincoln replied: "My dearest Sir: I have just reached home and found your letter. If you are resolutely determined to make a lawyer of yourself, the thing is more than half done already. It is but a small matter whether you read with anybody or not. I did not read with anyone. Get the books and read and study them till you understand them in their principal features, and that is the main thing. It is of no consequence to be in a large town while you are reading. I read at New Salem, which never had three hundred people living in it. The books, and your capacity for understanding them, are just the same in all places. Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any other one thing." (From Abraham Lincoln) 
Let us individually read and study the word of God so that we can understand it in its principal features, and let us resolutely determine to obtain the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
_________________________________________
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Are we sowing the seed of the Kingdom?
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“REMEMBERING HIS RESURRECTION ANNUALLY"
By 
Richard Thetford
The calendar reads "Easter Sunday." As a result, many people throughout the world will be attending the "church of their choice" to remember the resurrection of Jesus. It won't be the "normal" service, but rather a "special" service of remembering the resurrection of our Lord that no doubt will include different plays, skits, and dramas. The world calls this day “Easter Sunday”, the day of our Lord's resurrection from the grave. But is it really?
I don’t recall reading anywhere in the Bible of such a day or of a special celebration of the resurrection mentioned. Yet many "good intentioned people", honestly believing that they are commemorating the resurrection of Christ, celebrate this "holy day" having no biblical authority whatsoever for the practice. Because of tradition, most people today believe that Easter has always been observed from apostolic times and is authorized in the scriptures. But how could they get such an idea?
There is an unfortunate translation in the King James Version of the New Testament which has, perhaps, led some astray. The Greek, PASCHA, is translated by the word, "
Easter
" in Acts 12:4.
This same word is properly translated in other versions and in every other passage where it is used in the King James Version, as Passover. Undoubtedly it was mistranslated here in Acts. And even if the word was properly translated, there is still no authority here for the observance of anything.
That is why "Easter" as we know it, is celebrated without proper Bible authority. The text of Acts 12:4 was in regard to the apostle Peter when he was put into prison during the days of Unleavened Bread or "
Passover
" as the NKJV, ASV, NASV, & NIV indicates. It is obvious that this passage of scripture is referring to the seven-day Passover festival. There is no place indicated in the New Testament that a "yearly" celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ was ever practiced. Yet today, thousands of people remember Him only this one day per year and they make it a grand festival.
Where Did Easter Come From Anyway?
The word "Easter" is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word "
Eostre
," the name of the goddess of Spring. Sacrifices were offered in her honor at the first full moon that came at the time of the vernal equinox. By the 8th century, the term came to be applied to the anniversary of Christ’s resurrection (
ISBE
, 
Vol
 2, page 6). There has been much controversy about the time of this celebration. The Jewish Christians and Gentiles could not agree on a set date. But as time passed an increasing number of people celebrated the anniversary of the resurrection on the first day of the week annually. By the 7th century the practice of religious groups had become universally uniform. The agreed upon time is now the first Sunday following the full moon that comes on or after the vernal equinox and that date was set as March 21st. This is why there is a variation in Easter dates from March 22nd through April 25th. There has even been talk among the different religions as setting the date permanently on one Sunday between March 21st and April 25th.
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The Proper Remembrance Of Jesus
I've filled you in on the history of this word "Easter" so that you will understand that it originated as a pagan holiday festival and later became a yearly festival to remember the resurrection of Christ among different religious groups across the world.
The Lord's church does not celebrate "Easter." Members of the Lord's church celebrate the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ on the first day of every week as we are instructed in the New Testament. We can turn to the book of Acts and read: "
Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread
..." (Acts 20:7). We have an approved example from this text that lets every Christian know when one is to partake of the emblems which represent Christ's shed body for us. It says the first day of the week. It does not say “The first day of the week, once a year!" In 1 Corinthians 11:23-29, we can further understand the significance of this memorial feast that we partake of weekly. We learn that it represents the body and blood of Jesus and it says: "
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes
." Again, how often should a Christian eat the bread and drink the cup? The first day of the week! 
There are many religious denominations out there today that do not partake of the Lord's Supper once per week. Some will do it bi-monthly, others monthly, still others just once or twice per year. Any individual that is striving to do "
all the oracles of God
" (1 Pet 4:11), must understand that God sets the standard (rules) that we must go by today - not man (Acts 5:29). The New Testament is our standard. I urge you to examine the Bible, and then look at what you may be practicing in your religion, and then determine whether it is from God or from man.
______________________________________
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A Servant's Heart
B
y Greg 
Gwin
Our Lord taught that if we would be truly great in His kingdom, we MUST develop a servant's heart. "But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant" (Mt. 23:11). If we understand this truth, then we will be working more and more to acq
uire 
the attitudes and characteristics of a servant. What are some of these?
 
If I possess a servant's heart, then I will be ready and willing to do any job that needs to be done even when it is not the job that I really wanted to do. Some tasks are difficult and receive little recognition, but I'll do these anyway. After
 
all, I shouldn't be doing my works to be "seen of men" (Matt. 6:1ff).
With a servant's heart I will worry less (ultimately none at all) about how others serve me, and I will be more interested in finding ways to serve others. "Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant" (Matt. 20:26,27). 
As a faithful servant, I will not be rebellious against God, the things taught in His word, or to those who are in authority over me (elders, parents, employers, etc.). To do so would be completely contradictory to the whole notion of 
servanthood
 (1 Peter 5:5-7). 
As I grow in these attributes of a servant, I will begin to see myself and my needs as less important in the "bigger scheme" of things. "For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more
 
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith (Romans 12:3). 
And finally, as a servant who is seeking to please God, I will grow in the realization that my work is never done - that I have never done as much
 
as I could have or should have done. "So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable 
servants: we 
nave
 done that which was our duty to do" (
Lk
. 17:10). 
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The Value of Doubt
By Larry Rouse
Late in his ministry John the Baptist sent two disciples to Jesus with this startling question: “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another? (Luke 7:19-20)” To the careful Bible student this question makes no sense when you first consider it. John appears to have doubt about a matter that he had earlier expressed great confidence in. Jesus described John as being the greatest of the prophets (Luke 7:28)? How can this happen with such a man of faith?
Consider the earlier experiences and statements of John the Baptist. He had witnessed the Holy Spirit come down upon Jesus as a dove and had heard the voice of God from heaven proclaim: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (Mt 3:17)” Shortly after these events, John boldly proclaimed this eyewitness account to his own disciples. It is from these very men that Jesus would later choose his 12 disciples. Listen to the bold, confident proclamation from John as to the identity of Jesus Christ. “And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 
33
I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
34
And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.” 
35
Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. 
36
And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” (John 1:32-36)”
Possible Causes of John’s Doubt
 - 
The bulk of John’s ministry consisted of his strong preaching to the multitudes in the wilderness. He was an outdoors man described as being clothed in camel hair, and eating wild locusts and honey (Mt 3:4). He was arrested and imprisoned for boldly and accurately teaching the will of God. His stand of faith was exactly the stand God wanted him to make. But now he is isolated and soon would be killed. This sudden change of lifestyle would cause any man great pain. It is at this time that a man of faith would step forward and review the very foundations of his faith.
Another possible cause of doubt would be John’s lack of knowledge of the details and timetable of the execution of God’s plan. He preached boldly of the power of the Messiah and how He would purge Israel of the chaff of unbelievers (Mt 3:7-12). John was like every other prophet that came before him in that he was given a specific, accurate message to deliver, but he was not given all the details. We are told of how both the prophets that spoke of Christ and even the angels from heaven desired to know “the rest of the story” but were not allowed (1 Peter 1:10-12). Did John have a mistaken view of the kingdom as Jesus’ own disciples did? Was he expecting a physical, earthly kingdom? From the outlook of the fleshly eye, the ministry of Christ would appear to be going nowhere.
Is Doubt a Threat to Faith?
 - 
Whatever the cause of John’s doubt, we see in his request to Jesus the exact response that a man of faith would have in a moment of doubt --- he brought his doubt to the Lord! Doubt, by itself, is not a threat, but instead, it is an opportunity! The man of faith has learned that when doubt comes, a man is to seek out answers. These answers are not often easily found and will require great energy and suffering. When one runs from his doubts and tries to bury his doubts he is in reality running from a stronger faith. Jesus taught in such a way to make men think, struggle and doubt in order that they might reach the truth of God. When Jesus challenged a man to believe in His ability to free his child from demon possession, the man honestly and tearfully said: ““Lord, I believe; help my unbelief! (Mark 9:23-24)”
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Jesus Response to John’s Doubt
 -
 
Jesus gave John the very evidence he needed to erase his doubt. “And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight. Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that 
the
 blind see, 
the
 lame walk, 
the
 lepers are cleansed, 
the
 deaf hear, 
the
 dead are raised, 
the
 poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is 
he
 who is not offended because of Me. (Luke 7:21-23)” 
Can you imagine John hearing the eyewitness testimony of his disciples about the miracles and teaching of Jesus? John knew the prophecies of Christ, given both to the O. T. prophets and also to him. Can you see him as he reviews again this evidence and, as a result, saying: “Yes, Jesus is the Coming One!”? 
Did Jesus rebuke and show disappointment in John because of his doubt? No, rather in this very setting Jesus gives John the highest of praise. “When the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: …..This is 
he
 of whom it is written: 
‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 
 
For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. (Luke 7:24-28)” 
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The Unseen
"...We do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal." (2 Cor. 4:18) "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." (Heb. 11:1)
 
Africa has a small deer named "impala" which can jump to a height of over 10 feet and cover a distance of more than 30 feet. However, these magnificent creatures can be kept in any enclosure with a wall only 3 feet high. Impalas will not jump when they cannot see where their feet will land. Thus, in order to contain them the enclosure must be a wall and not a see-through fence. 
By examining the evidence, we have faith or trust in that which we cannot see. Through faith we are freed from all enclosures that entrap us. Through faith we are able to see that which is not seen. 
_________________________________________
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What About Your Doubt?
 - 
What questions about God’s will do you have? Do you have a reasonable foundation to know that Jesus is the son of God and the Bible is His complete revelation (1 Peter 3:15)? Are you running from doubts about the application of God’s will in the local church where you are a member?
Sadly, many churches have taught their members to run from their doubts and to run from an honest examination of the evidence found in the word of God on a multitude of possible questions one may have. This approach will not lead to a stronger faith. 
I will never forget the reactions that I received as I studied my way out of denominationalism and later out of a local church that had made some serious compromises. Men threatened me, others ridiculed me, and others gave me “easy answers” thinking that I would swallow them and end my struggle. None of these men helped me to find what I found after a lengthy, painful struggle – a faith upon which I could stand and defend to myself and to others. 
From my experience, I have found some who have the weakest faith are the very ones who try to project the greatest confidence. From the Pharisee who scoffed at how anyone could disagree with him, to the one who loudly proclaims God’s grace but lives in sin, these all have one thing in common – they will not open their hearts and test the doubts that actually exist in their hearts with an open Bible. They will, however, try to silence those whom they may disagree with by using their tongues to attack or other forms of intimidation.  
My prayer for you is that you begin this struggle for a stronger faith and that you will not abandon the struggle. Do not let men enslave you in fear and doubt. “But without faith 
it is
 impossible to please 
Him,
 for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and 
that
 He is a 
rewarder
 of those who diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6)
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Is Jesus a Bad Teacher?
      
By Jeremy Crump
Have you ever had a teacher that just wouldn’t give you a straight answer? I remember a math teacher I had in high school who I’d ask for help and instead of solving the problem for me, she’d give me some hints then send me back to my seat to work on it by myself. I’ve even had Bible class teachers do the same thing--I’d go to them seeking their input or their conclusion on a particular matter, and instead of telling me their opinion they’d list some options or point me to some passages to consider, but for some reason they wouldn’t tell me exactly what they thought. That can be frustrating.
From this perspective, it seems to me that Jesus must have been a frustrating teacher. For instance, on several occasions we see Jesus returning a question with a question. A lawyer asks Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” and Jesus responds, “What is written in the law? How does it read to you?” 
(Luke 10:25-26).
 The chief priests and elders ask Jesus, “By what authority do you do these things?” A good question. But rather than answer it, Jesus asks another: “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” 
(Matthew 21:23-25)
.
An equally frustrating response must have been felt by the Pharisees, who wanted to know why Jesus was eating with the tax collectors and sinners. To this Jesus charged them, “Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice’” 
(Matthew 9:13)
. And then, of course, Jesus had this “annoying” habit of always speaking in parables so no one could really understand what he meant. His disciples didn’t understand why Jesus did this either 
(Matthew 13:10)
; why did Jesus seemingly avoid speaking clearly in some instances? Was Jesus simply a bad teacher?
Obviously the answer to the above question is ‘no.’ As frustrating as these kinds of teachers can be at times--turns out, they’re usually the most effective teachers. They give you the tools and they show you where to look but they never lay out the answers for you too easily. They encourage you to think for yourself.
Have you ever thought about the fact that God wants us not only to arrive at the right answers but to arrive at those answers honestly? To think and struggle with His Word? Yet many of us are content to let others simply hand us the right answer. Often we just accept what the preacher says without evaluating his statements at all. The Bible is God’s personal communication to each one of us. Why would we ever be content to let someone else explain everything in it to us?
That doesn’t mean that we don’t need help and guidance with God’s Word. Certainly we do. But sometimes shortcuts to an answer are no answer at all. I can turn in someone else’s math test with my name on it, but that is no representation of what I’ve learned. Similarly, you’re never going to be convicted of God’s teachings unless you study them on your own.
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Sometimes what He tells us might be difficult to understand. At times we may be tempted to react to God’s words just like the disciples did on one occasion: “This is a difficult statement; who can listen to it?” 
(John 6:60)
. This is to be expected. God’s wisdom is beyond our own, and understanding Him is not going to come naturally. If we really want a relationship with God, we have to exercise a little effort to understand what He’s trying to tell us.
I think struggling to understand God’s Word is part of the point. We don’t look to God to confirm everything we already know or believe but so that our thinking will be challenged. Consider the parable of the persistent friend in 
Luke 11:5-8
. The moral of the story is not that God is unwilling to answer our prayers, but that he wants us to be persistent. We may not find all the answers immediately and we may not at first want to hear the answers we find. But if we keep searching, if we - like Jacob in 
Genesis 32 
- hold on to God and not let go until we receive an answer, we will find clarity. “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” 
(Luke 11:9)
.
______________________________________
Will we burn our ship?
"No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62)
 
When Cortez landed at Vera Cruz in 1519 to begin his conquest of Mexico with a small force of 700 men, he purposely set fire to his fleet of eleven ships. His men on the shore watched their only means of retreat sinking to the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico. With no means of retreat, there was only one direction in which to move, forward into the Mexican interior to meet whatever might come their way.
 
To be a disciple of the Lord, we also must purposely destroy all avenues of retreat. We must resolve that whatever price is required for being His follower, we will gladly pay. We have become citizens of the kingdom of God, and we will not retreat to the world. 
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Encouragement Admit 
           
a Hostile Culture
       
By Heath Robinson
When the Jews were released from exile, some of the situations they faced parallel some we face as our culture grows more hostile to Christians.
When ancient kings conquered a nation, they would often displace the people and force them to live in other areas of their territory. After Assyria conquered Israel, they sent foreigners into the land. Babylon also did this to Judah. Some of these foreigners were taught about Israel's God but worshiped Him as one of many gods (2 Kings 17:34). As the Jews returned and began rebuilding the temple, some of these foreigners wanted to join in on rebuilding saying, "we, like you, seek your God" (Ezra 4:2). Maybe you're thinking, "That sounds great!" But the Jews knew they did not truly understand and serve God as He wanted. Among other things, they would likely try to corrupt the temple as its being rebuilt. So, the Jews essentially told them, "No you are not like us!" (Ezra 4:3). Sometimes being faithful to God requires telling people that, as much as they might claim to serve God, their actions show they truly don't.
When God's people don't bow to the world's desires, the world tries to shut us up or stamp us out. "The people of the land discouraged... and frightened [the Jews] from building" (Ezra 4:4). They will often go to great lengths in their attacks against God's people. These people "hired counselors" against them (Ezra 4:5). God sent Haggai and Zechariah to encourage God's people to finish the work on the Temple. Let us encourage one another to be strong and courageous in the Lord and not back down from the work He has given us!
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Who Should Teach?
B
y Gene Taylor
As a faithful member of the church, you need to be impressed with the great opportunity and responsibility you have to teach another person the word of truth that you have learned. God wants all people to be saved and come to a knowledge of truth (1 Tim. 2:4). How will that happen? Since it is by the preaching and teaching of the gospel, God's power unto salvation (Rom. 1:16), that people are saved (1 Cor. 1:21), Christ wants all of His disciples to be teaching it to others (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16; 2 Tim. 2:2). 
Why You Should Teach Others:
 
* You are a Christian. You have been created in Christ Jesus for good works (Titus 2:14). As a matter of fact, you are to be “zealous" for them. If you are not accomplishing any of them, of what value are you to the Lord? Every Christian is expected to bear fruit (John 15:1-6).
 
* One of the greatest joys a Christian can have is that of teaching and converting another person (3 John 4). 
* You will be following the example of Jesus. He loved people (John 15:13). One of the ways He showed that great love was by personally teaching men and women the truth (Luke 19:10).
 
* Christ commanded it in the great commission given in Matt. 28:18-20. Those who have been taught and baptized are, in turn, to teach others. 
* You will be following the example of the first century Christians who "went everywhere preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). Not even persecution stopped them from preaching the gospel of Christ.
 
* You will be considered a faithful Christian because faithful children
 of God are to teach others (2 
Tim. 2:2). 
* Self-preservation. Teaching others is vital to your growth and development a
s a child of God 
(Heb. 5:12-14). By constantly teaching others you maintain an interest in spiritual things. 
* You can increase the teaching power of your local congregatio
n. Though members might differ 
as to knowledge and/or ability, all should be actively teaching (1 Cor. 12:12-27). At the present time, though, you may feel your knowledge is too limited and that you cannot possibly teach someone else. If you knew enough to become a Christian, you know enough to tell others what you did and why you did it. 
* It is the greatest work in the world-saving a soul (Matt. 16:26). Nothing else you can do lasts forever. Your efforts in teaching others can have an eternal impact on their lives and yours. 
Who Can You Teach? 
Prospects abound. They are all around you every day. You need to heed the instruction Jesus gave to His disciples in John 4:35 and "lift up your eyes." Here is a short list of some who need the gospel: your family, relatives, neighbors, fellow-workers, fellow-students, members of clubs or other organizations of which you belong, and anyone who is not a Christian! 
Conclusion
:
 
Every one of God's children should be willing to share the precious gospel with others. If the lost are going to hear the truth, they must hear from those who know it. Let each of us resolve to do our part and reach out to those who need us. Let
 
us all be 
sowers
 of the word. 
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"Weightier Matters 
of the Law"
In rebuking the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus said: "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin
, and have omitted the weightier matters 
of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought
 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel." (Matthew 23:23,24) 
Some have mistakenly taught that Jesus' problem with these religious hypocrites was their 
painstaking insistence upon keeping the minute aspects of their law. Jesus, it is claimed, was instructing them (and us) not to worry about trying
 
to keep the finer points of the law but, rather, concentrate on the more substantial and meaningful matters of the heart. 
The problem, of course, with this interpretation is
that it completely ignores what Jesus said! Should they have concerned themselves with something as simple as tithing their garden herbs? YES -- "these ought ye to have done." But in doing this, He urged them not to neglect things that require even more effort to perfect -- things like judgment, mercy, and faith -- the "weightier matters of the law." 
We think there is a fitting application of the principle that Jesus here sets forth. Consider this: from time to time we hear of a brother or sister who is quite upset about some issue. It is often one of those "finer points of law" -- i.e., the length of a woman's hair, how many children an elder must have, whether or not to offer the Lord's Supper on Sunday night, etc. They will gladly debate at length in favor of their particular understanding of the matter. We have no problem with this -- all such things are important. But then this same person will neglect the assemblies, fail to participate in the work of the church, exhibit moral impurity, etc. It seems that such folks need to attend to the "weightier matters of the law." They should stop "straining at a gnat, while swallowing a camel." Do you see it? Think! 
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Evil Company
B
y J. Mike Johnson
The story is told of two parrots who lived near each other. The one was accustomed to singing hymns while the other was addicted to swearing. The owner of the latter obtained permission for it to associate with the former in the hope that its bad habit would be corrected. Instead, the opposite happened as both learned to swear! 
The little story reminds us of a passage in 1 Corinthians 15:33 which says, "Do not be deceived: 'Evil company corrupts good habits.'" (NKJV). A person may feel like he can associate with wicked people and not be hurt. He may think that he can be a good influence on the godless person. Perhaps he can, but influence can go in two
 
directions, and there is a great danger of the wicked person influencing the good person. If a person thinks otherwise, he may be "deceived." Young people, as well as older people, need to choose their friends carefully. Remember, "Evil company corrupts good habits." 
_________________________________________
Honesty, The Only Policy
B
y David McPherson
For years it has been stated that "honesty is the best policy." Nonetheless, there have been and continue to be those who act otherwise - Those who want to lie, cheat, over exaggerate, and deal dishonestly with others. 
No matter how far from right this world may go, God's word must be respected. From it, we learn that honesty is commanded. Paul told the church at Rome to "...provide things honest in the sight of all men" (Rom. 12:17). For the Corinthians
 
he prayed that they might "do that which is honest..." (2 Cor. 13:7). Is any less expected of God's people today? Certainly not! 
But someone says, "It doesn't hurt to tell a little
 
white lie," "It's o.k. to stretch the truth to get what you want." "God understands if I have to cover
 
up some minor details from time to time." Fact is, it does hurt, it's not o.k., and He doesn't understand! Whether' "white", "slightly stretched", or "just a cover up" - a lie is a lie! For the Christian, honesty is the only policy. 
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What is the Meaning of Fellowship?
B
y Roy E. 
Cogdill
Since so much is being said and written on the subject of "fellowship," it seems good to examine the use of this word in the scriptures so we may see what its true significance is and what scriptural fellowship embraces, as well as how it is manifested.
"
Koinon
" in the New Testament can properly be defined as "sharing something with someone." It de-notes a partnership in work or legally, such as Peter shared with James and John in the fishing business 
(
Lk
. 5:10)
.
It is used to express a common relationship or nature. Jesus, in order to destroy the power of Satan over mankind, shared with man "flesh and blood" that He might deliver man through His death and destroy the power of Satan over him 
(Heb. 2:14
).
We become "partakers" (sharers) of the divine nature through the precious promises of God and the provisions of His grace 
(2 Pt. 1:4)
.
The Gentiles became "partakers" of the "root and fatness" (the full nature) of the olive tree when they were "grafted" in as branches and shared such fullness with the Jews 
(Rom. 11:17)
.
 
We are enabled to enjoy "fellowship" with the Apostles and with God and Christ through the Gospel revealed 
(I John 1:3)
.
Through this Gospel we have been called by God into the fellowship of His Son 
(I Cor. 1:9)
. This participation with Christ is as a member of His body, which is the church, into which we are baptized under the direction of the Holy Spirit 
(I Cor. 12:13)
. As members of His body we participate with Him and the benefits of His blood, subject to His authority and in the doing of His will 
(I Cor. 12:11-14)
. He is the head of that body, over all things to it, and gives to its member's life and strength 
(Eph. 4:15-16)
. In that relationship Christians enjoy the bounty of His grace 
(Eph. 1:23)
.
This participation in Christ and fellowship with Him is made a reality when through faith our lives are identified with His and we become fellow-laborers with Him. Personal participation with Christ is made possible in Christian worship at the Lord's Table in His Kingdom in the observance of the Lord's Supper. Paul makes a very explicit and impressive argument on this in the tenth chapter of First Corinthians.
The argument runs like this: 1) In Jewish worship the altar where God's name was recorded represented and meant the presence of God to the Jews. Those who ate of the Jewish sacrifices became "partakers" of the altar, which meant to them "participation with God" because the altar was His, His name was re-corded upon it, and it represented His presence 
(I Cor. 10:18)
.
2) Paul points out that in like manner in the assembly of the saints, when the bread and wine are taken in commemoration of His death there is "communion" (fellowship) with the Christ, with His body and His blood, and therefore participation or sharing with Christ, personally 
(I Cor. 10:16)
.
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>>> 
3) In such observance of the Lord's Supper there is common union wit
h Christ upon the part of Chris
tians and therefore (fellowship) common union upon the part of Christians with each other in this worship. Partaking of the one loaf, in commemoration of the one body Christ gave as a sacrifice, affords and ex-presses union and fellowship with Christ and unites those who thus participate with Christ in fellowship one with another in the body of Christ 
(I Cor. 10:17)
.
4) He follows with the conclusion that since this is true (union with Christ and with one another in the Lord's Supper) so also participation in false worship unauthorized by Christ, but in harmony with the will of the Devil, meant union with Satan and those who serve him 
(I Cor. 10:20)
.
5) The argument concludes with the fact that those who participate in this false worship serve Satan rather than God and as a result cannot be 
identfied
 with or participate with Christ 
(I Cor. 10:21)
.
This very plain teaching unmistakably condemns those who think they can fellowship religious error, participate in it and encourage it, or bid God's speed to those who take part in its practice and promotion and yet have "fellowship'' with Christ.
______________________________________
Remember our upcom
ing 
GOSPEL MEETING
May 13-16
Sunday 9:30, 10:30
 - 
Lon Spurgeon
Sunday 5:00 
- 
Greg Capps
Monday 7:00 
- 
Murray Wade
Tuesday 7:00 
- 
Ronnie Green
Wednesday 7:00 
- 
Matt Duggin
Make your plans, and invite your friends and neighbors!
 
) (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
It Is Not About Me
       
By Terry W. Benton
When Paul heard comments about his preaching style being weak and bodily presence contemptible (2 Cor.10:10), he had to remind them that it was not about his style, his bodily presence or looks, or his oratory skill. He was among them in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling (1 Cor.2:1-5). He made it a point for it not to be about him, but about Christ. His goal and mission was to try to get the brethren to center their faith in Christ. 
When it is all about Christ and His will, we come to have the same mind and same judgment (1 Cor.1:10), pleasant unity from the inside out. When it is about how you entertain “me”, how you hold “my” interest, what have you done for “me” lately, etc., it becomes about us and our personal desires, which divides out to multiple missions and self-interest. “This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing will be there” (James 3:14,15). 
Preachers and teachers must remember that it is not about them, it is about WHO you are trying to get people to believe in. Listeners and learners need to learn that it is only good teaching if it is Christ-centered and fully biblical. It must always be about learning Christ, not feeling good about yourself or being entertained. We can only feel good about ourselves when our hearts are lined up with Christ and His will, not by some psychological pep talk. It is not about me; it is about Christ and Him crucified! That is everything we need!
_________________________________________
The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, But the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil. 
                            
- Proverbs 15:28
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"I spoke to you in your prosperity, but you said, 'I will not hear.'" 
By Jacob 
Gwin
It can
not be denied that we live in a prosperous time. We are one of the most prosperous countries in the world. This prosperity has allowed us to have lives of unprecedented comfort and luxury. We enjoy th
ings that many in the world can
not even dream of. We have truly been blessed beyond our comprehension. 
Our physical prosperity, however, has left many with a spiritual deficit. The focus of many has shifted away from God and serving Him to physical interests and pursuing them. This, sadly, can be said not only of 
those in the world, but of many 
Christians as well. 
For many of us, time that could have been spent studying God's Word is instead spent studying our next home renovation. Efforts that could have been directed toward teaching the lost are directed toward perfecting our game on the golf course. Afternoons that could have been dedicated to visiting the sick are now dedicated to visiting our favorite stores in the mall. Time that could be spent considering where we'll go in eternity is spent considering where we'll go on our next vacation. It appears our prosperity has caused our focus to shift. 
Although physically prosperous, we are on the verge of spiritual bankruptcy. We know all about the latest automobiles that being debuted, yet we know surprisingly little about our Bibles. We travel great distances to attend a big sporting event, yet attendance at gospel meetings and regular assemblies is sparse. We are excited about coaching 
our child's ball team, yet our 
children's Bible classes have no teachers. 
Why are we in this condition? Often our excuse is " I'm just too busy. There's just too much going on right now. There isn't enough time." Yes, we are too busy; too busy with physical things and not busy enough with spiritual things. In Jeremiah 22:21, God says to 
Jehoiakim
, "I spoke to you in your prosperity, but you said, 'I will not hear'." Are
 we guilty of the same thing in 
our lives? God has told us to put Him first (Matthew 6:33). Has our prosperity kept us from doing this? Have we told God "I will not hear" by the way that we live our lives? 
We must continually remind ourselves that the pleasures our prosperity affords are temporal in nature and will soon be gone. II Peter 3:10-12 tells us, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that a
re therein shall be burned up. 
Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?" How will you live your life? Will you pursue the pleasures that our prosperity offers at the expense of serving God? Or, will you serve God faithfully and enjoy the pleasures that heaven offers for an eternity? 
God has told us to never allow the pleasures of this world to crowd Him out of our lives. He has told us to love Him and put him before anything that this world can offer (Matthew 16:26). He has spoken to us in our prosperity. Will you listen? 
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When the Fire Flickers
B
y Robert F. Turner
Conversations with students and young preachers frequently reveal discouragement with what they find in many churches. "These people couldn't care less-they are not on fire for the Lord's work." 
My first thought is "How long have you cared-when did you catch fire?" The newly enthused likely fall into three groups: (1) new converts (perhaps starry-eyed, but we need their freshness as 
much as they need our 
experience); (2) new preachers, elders, deacons, teachers, etc., where new responsibility has awakened eyes to see brethren in a different light; and, (3) brethren 
shaken out of complacency by the influence of the faithful few who plug on regardless of what others do. 
The new converts may "burn out" or line up with the
 
majority, as many of them do; the new 
t
eacher may quit in frustration, and the young preacher "move on" looking for Utopia. But none will have served his Lord with honor. The cause of Christ depends on those who stay on fire, lighting others; whose flame is not the flaring rocket of a celebration, but the glow and warmth of the home hearth-feeding the family, welcoming strangers. They make the converts and shake the complacent-and with their help continue the work others quit in disgust. 
One can be realistic without being a pessimist: can
 
work with the status quo without accepting it as final. We must recognize our problems in order to work on them. Saying the church consists of imperfect people is another way of saying we have a job to do-on ourselves, and others. 
The teacher must not quit because the pupils lack interest. It is his job to create interest in the subject matter. The zealous young preacher, with maturity enough to control himself and put his talents to work, is just what that dead church needs. By example we can teach those new converts that all of us are striving for perfection. There are yet "seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal" (Rom. 11:4); and the Lord is counting on us to find them and join hands with them, to salt and light the world in which we live. 
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Make friends of God's children
"And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. Then they all wept freely, and fell on Paul's neck and kissed him, sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship." (Acts 20:36-38) 
I was an interior lineman, starting freshman. And I played every game for four years without a serious injury. There were three other guys on the line that played with me almost the entire time. I can't tell you how much we loved each other. We won; we lost; we helped each other through injuries, through good and bad romances, through studies. There wasn't anything we didn't do together. I could cry with those guys. And there wasn't anything we couldn't say to each other. I mean there were some times when we got good and mad at one another. And I'm thirty-eight. I'm still grieving. When football was over, and we said good-bye, it was like a death." 
(From
 
When Men Think Private Thoughts
, 
by Gordon MacDonald, p. 25) 
The best ties of all are the ties that we have with fellow Christians. "Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love." 
_________________________________________
2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise:
3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth." 
- Ephesians 6:2-3
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Are You Hungry?
      
By Jason 
Longstreth
How often have you heard that question? How often have you answered, "Yes!" If you are like me, you may think that "Yes!" is the only possible answer to that question. In fact, you may be hungry right now. And, you may grow hungrier as the morning passes by. However, I want to use your physical hunger this morning to talk about something more important. 
One of the most basic of all human needs is the need for food. We all need food. We need it every day. Without it, we would get sick and eventually die. I'm sure I'm not telling you anything new. Because our need for food is so important, our desire for food is very strong. Hunger motivates. It makes you do something to resolve the problem. In fact, the hungrier you become, the more that hunger dominates your thoughts and eventually your actions. If a person gets hungry enough, he may be motivated to steal. He may even become motivated to kill - just so that he can eat. Hunger is a powerful desire. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus made a comment about hunger. However, He was not talking about physical hunger. Here is what He said, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied." (Matt. 5:6) This is a simple statement, but it carries a very deep meaning. Jesus spoke about those individuals who hunger and thirst for righteousness. However, I don't think He was talking about those people who are just a little hungry, but those who are starving. Like the prodigal son who wished he could eat what the pigs were eating. Like the Lord Himself who had just spent 40 days in the wilderness fasting. That's real hunger - and 
its
 something that probably very few of us have ever felt. 
But Jesus was not talking about physical hunger. Instead, He was talking about a spiritual need - a need for righteousness. We should all feel this need. We should all feel a need for God. One of my favorite passages comes from Psalm 42. It reads, "As the deer pants for the water brooks, So my soul pants for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before God?" (Psalm 42:1-2) This describes how we should feel about God. It describes real hunger and thirst. Here is another passage that describes it. "O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water." (Psalm 63:1) Do we have this kind of hunger and thirst for God? For righteousness? I hope so. If we don't, we need to work on it. 
Having said this, I now want to focus our attention on something I said earlier. Hunger motivates. If you are physically hungry for food, you do something about it - you eat. If there is no food around you, you find some. And nothing stands in you
r
 way! But, if we hunger and thirst for righteousness, what should we do? The principle remains the same - do something! You need to begin by making your life right with God. Spend time studying His Word. Spend time with Him in prayer. Do what He commands you. Grow closer to God. If you really hunger for Him, this will not be difficult. It will not be boring or something you do because you feel like you should. Instead, it will become something you look forward to. Something you long for.
 
Jesus said something else in Matthew 5:6. He said that if we do hunger and thirst for righteousness, we will be satisfied. Some of the other translations say we will "be filled". In other words, our spiritual hunger will be taken care of. This is the promise of God. Ask and you will receive. Seek and you will find. Knock and the door will be opened. Hunger and you will be filled. 
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Do You Act -- Or React?
       
By Sydney J. Harris
 
I walked with my friend, a Quaker, to the newsstand the other night, and he bought a paper, thanking the 
newsie
 politely. The 
newsie
 didn't even acknowledge it. 
"A sullen fellow, isn't he?" I commented. "Oh, he's that way every night," shrugged my friend. 
"Then why do you continue to be so polite to him?" I asked. 
"Why not?" inquired my friend. "Why should I let him decide how I'm going to act?" 
As I thought about this incident later, it occurred to me that the important word was "act." My friend acts toward people; most of us react toward them. 
He has a sense of inner balance which is lacking in most of us; he knows who he is, what he stands for, how he should behave. He refuses to return incivility for incivility, because then he would no longer be in command of his own conduct. When we are enjoined in the Bible to return good for evil, we look upon this as a moral injunction - which it is. But it is also a psychological prescription for our emotional health. 
Nobody is unhappier than the perpetual reactor. His center of emotional gravity is not rooted within himself, where it belongs, but in the world outside him. His spiritual temperature is always being raised or lowered by the social climate around him, and he is a mere creature at the mercy of these elements. 
Praise gives him a feeling of euphoria, which is false, because it does not last and it does not come from self-approval. Criticism depresses him more than it should, because it confirms his own secret shaky opinion of himself. Snubs hurt him, and the merest suspicion of unpopularity in any quarter rouses him to bitterness. 
A serenity of spirit cannot be achieved until we become the masters of our own actions and attitudes. To let another determine whether we shall be rude or gracious, elated or depressed, is to relinquish control over our own personalities, which is ultimately all we possess....The only true possession is self-possession. 
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"Everyone Else Is Doing It"
B
y David McPherson
Sometimes people attempt to justify their sinful conduct on the basis of "well everyone else is doing it." If "everyone else" is dressing immodestly, what are we going to do? If "everyone else" is going to a "must see" R-rated movie, what are we going to do? If "everyone else" is lying, stealing, or cheating what are we going to do? 
In the days of King Nebuchadnezzar, "everyone else"
 
was bowing down and worshiping his golden image (see Dan. 3:1-7). But what did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego
 do? They said "let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods..." (Dan. 3: 18). These men loved the Lord and courageously served him regardless of what everyone else was doing. 
May we too have the courage to be different. Brethren, "do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God" (Rom. 12:2). God's children are not to follow in the sins of others, but are to lead others out of darkness and into the light. 
_________________________________________
OUR GOSPEL MEETING BEGINS TODAY
May 13-16
Sunday 9:30 , 10:30 AM
  - Lon Spurgeon
Sunday 5:00 PM
 - Greg Capps
Monday 7:00 PM
 - Murray Wade
Tuesday 7:00 PM
 - Ronnie Green
Wednesday 7:00 PM
 - Matt Duggin
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 
      
AND NEIGHBORS!
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Worse Sinners
B
y Frank 
Himmel
Luke 12 records Jesus' sermon to an audience so vast that people were stepping on each other. On this occasion, some told Him about a group of Galileans whom Pilate butchered while they were in the process of offering sacrifices. Perhaps this was reported to divert attention from themselves Jesus had just sternly rebuked the multitude. At any rate, the implication was what terrible sinners these must have been! 
Jesus answered, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were 
greater sinners than all other 
Galileans, because they suffered this fate?" (
Lk
. 13:2). In other words, can we tell
 by what befalls 
a man what kind of man he is? 
Sin's Consequences 
- 
In one way the answer is yes. Sin has immediate consequences as well as eternal ones. Moses told ancient Israel, "Be sure your sin will find you out" 
(Num. 32:23). Solomon observed 
that "the way of transgressors is hard" (Pro. 13:15, KJV). 
One who drinks alcohol is far more likely to have a
 
debilitating or fatal traffic accident. A promiscuous man lives in fear of discovery and disease. Lying, cheating, swindling, and stealing invite others' wrath. Divorce is laden with heartache. In this sense it is absolutely true that the more one sins, the harder his life. This is one reason Paul said godliness holds promise for the present life as well as the life to come (1 Tim. 4:8).
 
Sin and Suffering
 - 
 We go too far, howev
er, when we always equate one's 
suffer
ing with his sin. This was the 
mistake of Job's fri
ends, who argued that only sinn
ers suffer in life,
 while the righteous always do w
ell. That has never been true. 
One may face hardshi
p as the result of another' sin
, not his ow
n. Or, hardship may not at all 
be directly related 
to anyone's conduct, as in the 
case of the b
lind man in John 9 (note v. 2). 
Conversely, since Go
d "causes His sun to rise on th
e evil and the good, and send
s rain on the 
righteous and the un
righteous" (Mt. 5:45), He may a
llow the wic
ked to prosper materially. The 
point is, God's esti
mate of a man is not necessaril
y revealed by the man's lot in life. 
Worse Sins and Sinners 
- 
Jesus' answer built on this tru
th. Were these great
er sinners? "I
 tell you, no, but, unless you 
repent, you will all
 likewise perish" (
Lk
. 13:3). H
e then cited a similar circumstance and reiterated 
His conclusion (vv. 
4-5). In so doing, the Lord ret
urned the drifting focus of His h
earers to where it 
was needed: on thems
elves. It is not another's sins 
but my sins that I need to assess. 
It certainly is true
 that some people are greater s
inners in that t
hey sin more often. It is also 
true that in certain ways, some sins are worse th
an 
othe
rs. Some have greater temporal 
consequences on self
 or others (I would rather live 
next door to a 
glutton than a murderer!). But 
the sober truth is, 
any sin separates us from God, 
and any sinner wh
o does not repent will be lost 
eternally. 
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A Servant's Heart
B
y Greg 
Gwin
Our Lord taught that if we would be truly great in 
His kingdom, we MUST develop a servant's heart. "But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant" (Mt. 23:11). If we understand this truth, then we will be working more and more to acquire the attitudes and characteristics of a servant. What are some of these? 
If I possess a servant's heart, then I will be ready and willing to do any job that needs to be done even when it is not the job that I really wanted to do. Some tasks are difficult and receive little recognition, but I'll do these anyway. After
 
all, I shouldn't be doing my works to be "seen of men" (Matt. 6:1ff).
 
With a servant's heart I will worry less (ultimately none at all) about how others serve me, and I will be more interested in finding ways to serve others. "Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant" (Matt. 
20:26,27). 
As a faithful servant, I will not be rebellious against God, the things taught in His word, or to 
those who are in authority over me (elders, parents, employers, etc.). To do so would be completely contradictory to the whole notion of 
servanthood
 (1 Peter 5:5-7). 
As I grow in these attributes of a servant, I will begin to see myself and my needs as less important in the "bigger scheme" of things. "For I 
say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more
 
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith (Romans 12:3). 
And finally, as a servant who is seeking to please God, I will grow in the realization that my work is never done - that I have never done as much
 
as I could have or should have done. "So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we 
nave
 done that which was our duty to do" (
Lk
. 17:10). 
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Wealth and its many dangers
"Wealth makes many friends, but the poor is separated from his friend." (Prov. 19:4) "The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, whether he eats little or much; but the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep." (Eccl. 5:12)
 
Bill Curry of south Boston worked most of his life as a cafeteria cook for the Merit Food Company on a modest income by which he managed to provide for his wife, son, and daughter. When Bill Curry won the state lottery, 3.6 million dollars, his first thought was to buy a Dalmatian puppy for the youngsters. That was the extent of the celebration, but when the parasites converged -- lawyers, investment advisers, accountants, and financial analysts -- he was overwhelmed by them, and by people wanting handouts for all manner of charities. He returned to his job in the cafeteria, but even there financial advisers were everywhere. His nearest relative says there's no doubt about it, in the weeks since he won the lottery, it was not the money that caused his stress but it was all of those people who wanted to deal themselves in. Bill Curry died of a heart attack at age 37. (Associated Press, 9-25-90) 
_________________________________________
"...Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion." - Hebrews 3:15
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Is A Good Person A Saved Person?
E.R. Hall, Jr.
"There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, and gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always. He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and 
thine
 alms are come up for a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: He 
lodgeth
 with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the seaside: he shall tell thee what thou 
oughtest
 to do."
 (
Acts 10:1-6
).
  By every definition of the word "good", Cornelius was a good man. He was devout (religious), he feared God will all his house, he gave alms, and he prayed always. Because of these characteristics, most folks would consider Cornelius to be saved. It would seem that goodness is equated with salvation. It is true that if we are saved we are to be a good person, but it is not true that simply because a person is good he is saved.
  Cornelius was a good man but he was not saved. In 
Acts 11:13-1
4 Peter 
reaccounts
 what Cornelius said to him: 
"And he showed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; Who shall tell 
thee
 words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved."
 As good of a man as Cornelius was, he still had to send for Peter to come and speak to him the things that God required him to do (
Acts 10:33-43
). Though Cornelius was a good man, he was still commanded to be baptized (verse 48) like Peter commanded them in 
Acts 2:38
 to be baptized for the remission of sins. Though Cornelius was good, he was lost.
  There are folks today who are very religious (devout) and would give you the "shirts off their back". Yet, they need to hear words whereby they shall be saved. They are good people but lost. The gospel must be obeyed regardless of how good we are. The ones on whom the Lord will take vengeance will be those 
"that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ"
 
2 Thessalonians 1:8
). It matters not how good of a husband or wife we are, how good of a father or mother we are, how good we are to pay our debts, to visit the sick, or to help the needy. If we do not obey the gospel, we are not saved.
  To obey the gospel, we must have 
FAITH
 (
Hebrews 11:6
) but faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God (
Romans 10:17
). Then we must 
REPENT
 (
Acts 2:38
). After repentance, we must 
CONFESS
 Christ to be the Son of God (
Acts 8:37
; Roman 10:10). Then we must be 
BAPTIZED
 for the remission of sins (
Acts 2:38
; 
1 Peter 3:21
). We must then be taught that we might 
"observe all things"
 that God has commanded (
Matthew 28:20
). Let us be good and saved rather than good but lost.
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Giving thanks!
"...Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ..." (Eph. 5:20) 
We Thank Thee Lord
We thank Thee, Lord, for all the good we have had this year;
For raiment, shelter, and for food, for all the friends so dear.
We praise Thee for Thy Only Son, who died to set us free.
We praise Thee for the victories won, and for the light we see.
We praise Thee for the peace and rest that fills our very heart;
For blessing us with all the best that heaven can impart.
We thank Thee for Thy precious Word that feeds our hungry soul. 
We thank and praise Thee, Blessed Lord, who keep us well and whole.
   - (Author Unknown)
______________________________________
My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest His correction; (12) For whom the LORD loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he delights. 
                  
- Proverbs 3:11-12
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You are important!
"Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." (Luke 12:32)
 
The King of Abyssinia once took a British subject named Cameron prisoner and incarcerated him in the high fortress of 
Magdala
. No cause was assigned for his confinement. When Great Britain found out, she demanded an immediate release for her citizen. King Theodore refused. 
Within ten days after the refusal was received, ten thousand British soldiers were sailing down the coast headed for 
Magdala
. Then marching across an unfriendly country for seven hundred miles, they went up the mountains to where the prisoner was being held. They gave battle, tearing the gates of the fortress down and reached the depths of the dungeon. They lifted that one British subject out, placed him on their shoulders and carried him down the mountains to the coast where a big ocean vessel soon sped him safely home. 
That expedition took several months and cost the English government twenty-five million dollars. The entire resources of the government were made available in the rescue of only one citizen. (From 
Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations
, by Paul Lee Tan) 
Every child of God has manifold privileges and blessings in the kingdom of Christ. Jesus said, "Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." (Matt. 11:11) 
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Do Miracles Occur Every Day?
B
y Leon Mauldin
What does the Bible teach regarding miracles? Is it
 
true, as some claim, that miracles are happening every day? 
In reality, even during Bible times, miracles did not occur "every day." Miraculous activities for the most part were confined to certain periods of Biblical history. These included the miracles of the creation week. Then when Israel was in Egyptian
 
bondage, God sent the ten plagues, caused Israel to cross the Red Sea on dry land, fed them with manna, and on occasion also miraculously gave them water. Later, the ministries of the prophets Elijah and Elisha were characterized by numerous miracles. 
The next "cluster" of miracles was during the ministry of Christ, and finally, during the establishment and spread of the church (Acts). Obviously then, miracles were not "evenly distributed" over the centuries of Biblical history, but rather were used by God only at certain times, to meet unique needs, and to accomplish specific purposes. 
Among the many miracles Jesus performed we read of His healing the man with an 
amputated ear be 
simply touching him (Luke 22:50-51). Honestly, do you see that every day, or any day? When there was a great tempest in the sea of Galilee, Jesus "rebuked the waves and he sea and there was a great calm" (Matthew 8:23-26). On another occasion, on that same sea, Jesus came unto His disciples walking on the water (Matthew 14:26). Jesus miraculously fed 5,000 men plus women and children with five loaves and two fish (Matthew 15:32-39. There are three recorded occasions where Jesus raised the dead. These include the only son of the widow of Nain (Luke 7:11-17). 
Jarius
' daughter (Matthew 9:18-26) and Lazarus (John 11). 
These are but a few, a very few of the miracles Jesus did. The purpose of Jesus' miracles is stated in John 2:30-31: "And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name." That purpose has been accomplished. 
Further, Mark gives us insight into the purpose of the miraculous when he writes, "And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs" (Mark 16:20). References is
 
made to the salvation which began to be spoken by the Lord, "and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles,
 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His will" (Hebrews 2:3,4). 
The purpose of the miraculous then was to reveal and to confirm the word of God. There was a time limitation on the miraculous. Gifts such as tongues, prophecy and knowledge (miraculous) would cease (1 Corinthians 13:8-10) with the completion of the revelation. God's power has not ceased. His presence and glory are evident all around us. We are abundantly blessed by Him (Acts 14:17; James 1:17). He hears and answers prayer (James 5:16). When the revelation of truth was completed,
 and had been fully confirmed, 
the miraculous ceased, having
 accomplished 
its purpose. 
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If Only...
B
y Frank 
Himme
If only my boss wouldn't be so rude and domineering, I would be more cooperative at work. "Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and ge
ntle, but also to those who are 
unreasonable" (1 Pet. 2:18). 
If only my husband weren't so lazy and self-centered, 
if only he would learn to control his temper better, I would live with him. "...wives, be
 
submissive to your 
husbands
 so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior" (1 Pet. 3:1-2). 
If only the brethren were friendlier and that preacher not so dry, I would go to church more often. "...let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another..." (Heb. 10:24-25). 
If only I had more income and less bills, I would give a l
ot more. "...in the churches of 
Macedonia...in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality" (2 Cor. 8:1-2). 
If only my family would be more supportive, I would
 
become a Christian. "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me..." (Mt.10:37). 
Do you notice that what God expects of us, He expects regardless of our particular circumstances? Instead of excusing our-selves due to adverse conditions, let us commit ourselves to our Creator and Benefactor. If only we
 
would be like Jesus, who said, "...I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me" (Jn. 5:30). He not only said it, He lived it - even to the point of death.
______________________________________
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P
runing a vine
  "I am the true vine, and My Father is the 
   vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does 
   not bear fruit He takes away; and every 
   branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it 
   may bear more fruit." (John 15:1-2) 
   "In pruning a vine, two principles are    
   generally observed: first, all dead wood 
   must be ruthlessly removed; and second, 
   the live wood must be cut back drastically. 
   Dead wood harbors insects and disease and may cause the vine to rot, to say nothing of being unproductive and unsightly. Live wood must be trimmed back in order to prevent such heavy growth that the life of the vine goes into the wood rather than into fruit. The vineyards in the early spring look like a collection of barren, bleeding stumps; but in the fall they are filled with luxuriant purple grapes. As the farmer wields the pruning knife on his vines, so God cuts dead wood out from among His saints, and often cuts back the living wood so far that His method seems cruel. Nevertheless, from those who have suffered the most there often comes the greatest fruitfulness." (From 
The Gospel of 
Belief
by
 Merrill C. 
Tenney
, p. 227-228) 
_________________________________________
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Remember! As the tempter rises God's stand
ards on modesty do not cool off!
)
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9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing,
10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.
                                                                                                                   
- I Timothy 2:9-10
)
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READING WITH UNDERSTANDING
By 
Gilbert Alexander
If we handle aright the Word of Truth and obey its teaching as we are taught to do (2 Tim. 15,19), we must read the Scriptures with understanding. The man of Ethiopia in Acts 8 had a problem along this line. He was reading, but he was not understanding what he was reading. His problem was not that he was a poor reader, but the he lacked information that would clarify what the prophet was writing about back in Isa. 53. When Philip supplied that essential information, the man could readily understand; therefore, he became a believer, obedient to the Gospel. 
Reading the Bible with understanding requires the same fundamental rules and applied skills as are required for secular reading. To ignore those rules and skills is to doom oneself to lack of understanding and to misunderstanding. Words functioning in a particular way, phrases, clauses, sentence structure, paragraphs, topics, narration, description, and explanation, context, the speaker, the one or ones addressed -- all of these things are factors that are fundamental to our reading and understanding both the Scriptures and other writings. The context of application cannot be ignored. "What you do, do quickly" is not a general maxim for daily living (Jn. 13:27). "
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might
" is a maxim understood in the limiting context of what is right and in consideration of the value of time and the limited opportunities of life (Eccl. 9:10). 
Historical setting is an integral part of Scriptural study. By it, we distinguish between the Patriarchal Period and the time of the Law of Moses, and between the time of Moses' Law and the time of the New Covenant. We also distinguish between the era of the Apostles' lives with the attending miracles, and the time of maturity of the church with the completed revelation of the New Testament. Most of the time, the historical information we need for proper application of the Scriptures is supplied in the Scriptures themselves. Knowledge of ancient secular history is also helpful in some instances. The prophecy of Dan. 2 is a good illustration of this. In the New Testament (2 Thess. 2, for example), some prophecies were not fulfilled until after the close of the writing of the New Testament. We can understand their fulfillment only in the light of secular history. The Book of Revelation speaks of things that were to 
shortly come to pass as well as things pertaining to the final judgment, 
which is yet to come. Great care must be exercised when we are trying 
to place New Testament prophecies in any secular historical setting, 
lest we err in our assessment. We must remember that our standard 
of truth is the Word of God and not secular history, which is sometimes 
subjective and sometimes erroneous. 
Let us not lose confidence in the possibility of reading the Scriptures 
with understanding so as to be pleasing to God in what we do. Paul 
asserts this possibility in Eph. 3:1-7. John also does the same in 
Jno
. 20:30,31. In fact, understanding in order to obey is implicit in 
the writing of the New Testament, else why would it have been 
written? “How 
readest
 thou?”
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE KNOWLEDGE
By 
E.R. Hall, Jr.
It is not difficult to convince someone of the importance of knowledge they need pertaining to their job, a hobby they like, or other items of interest to them. We desire to know all we can about our job in order that we might do it better. A hobby or something of a particular interest is more enjoyable the more we learn about it. Should we not have the same desire to know spiritual things that pertain not only to our lives now but eternity as well?
The importance of Bible knowledge can be seen in that it can give us the 
PROPER CONCEPT OF GOD
. We can know that God is the Creator of all things (Genesis 1:1). It is in Him that "
we live, and move, and have our being
" (Acts 17:28). While we are His off-spring, we must not change Him into some graven artwork or any other thing that man might devise. While "
the heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth
 his 
handywork
"(Psalms 19:1), these things do not tell us about God's will. That's the importance of Bible knowledge.
Knowledge of the Bible also gives us the 
PROPER CONCEPT OF SALVATION
. This is certainly important in view of the fact there so many false concepts. Many, today, have forgotten why Jesus came into the world. "
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt
 call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
" (Matthew 1:21). Since He is the one who can save us from our sins, we need to listen to what He says. "
I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins
." (John 8:24). "
I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish
." (Luke 13:3,5). "
Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven
." (Matthew 10:32). "
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned
." (Mark 16:16).
May we all realize the importance of Bible knowledge and begin our search for the truth that we might put it into practice in our lives.
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Something to think about!
"He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned." (Mark 16:16)
 
People often ask, "Is a man lost just because he is not baptized?" Actually, he is lost because he is a sinner. If a man who can't swim falls into a lake and a boat is sent, but he won't get into the boat, is he drowning because he won't get into the boat? No, he is drowning because he is in the water. 
Likewise, a man is not lost just because he is not baptized, but is lost because he is in sin. Just as the boat is the means of rescue and one must get into it, the gospel is the means of salvation and must be obeyed (baptism included) to rescue from sin. 
_________________________________________
No Problem
B
y Irvin 
Himmel
When a person is eager to learn the way of salvation and is willing to accept the word of God as the final authority, there is no problem in teaching him what to do to be saved. 
When differences arise among brethren and all have a humble attitude, and there is a sincere desire for peace and unity, and all parties want to
 
follow God's word, the settlement is no problem. 
When a person genuinely believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God and wants to yield in submission to Christ, once he is shown the Lord commands baptism for the remission of sins, because he is honest and longs to go to heaven, there is no problem getting him to be baptized. 
When a worshiper comes into the assembly with the right attitude of heart, there is no problem if the song leader misses the pitch on one of the hymns or if the building is too warm, or if the janitor has missed some cobwebs over the pulpit. Many of the problems that arise are the bitter fruit of improper thinking. 
)
































[image: ]
















 (
Chapman Highway  church of Christ
7604 Chapman Hwy.
Knoxville, TN. 37920
865-573-6638
Visit our website:
www.chapmanhwy churchofchrist.com
) (
Regular scheduled services:
Sunday:
9:30
 AM
10:3
0 AM
5
:00  PM
Wednesday:
7:00
  PM
Everyone Welcome 
                        
To Attend.
)[image: ]
	

 (
Be Strong and Courageous - Finding the Courage to Stand
B
y Wilson Adams
The first chapter of Joshua is one of my favorites. As God passes the baton of leadership from Moses to His new commander-in-chief, Joshua is challenged four times to "be strong and courageous" 
(vv. 6, 7, 9, 18)
. The work would not be easy, the difficulties daunting, and the obstacles potentially paralyzing. Lesser men would fail, but Joshua was not a lesser man.
Some people think they are leaders, yet no one is following. I like what John Maxwell said: "A leader without followers is just taking a walk." And I would add...a lonely one at that. Joshua's faith, courage, and conviction inspired his people. Note their response to his leadership, "We will do... We will go... We will obey..." 
(1:16-17)
. He motivated an entire congregation to stand up and rise to the challenge. It is what courageous leaders do.
The Great American Myth
Those in foreign countries (who have seen too many American movies) conclude that we're a nation of rugged individualists. It's a myth! We are not a nation of individualists; we are a nation of conformists. In fact, we go to extreme lengths to keep from being different. After all, one of our greatest fears is to be ostracized, rejected, and put down by our peers. And so we cave to the [peer] pressure. It is easier that way.
No one said living for Christ was going to be painless and pleasant. Jesus said the very opposite. He said unbelievers will "persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you" 
(Matt.5:11)
. He also made it clear that "if they hated Me, they will hate you" 
(John 15:18-19)
. Paul echoed the same when he said, "all who desire to live godly will be persecuted" 
(2 Tim.3:12)
. Note: it's not may be, but will be. And I'll let you in on a non-secret-the more convicted you are as a Christian, the more courage you are going to need.
Connecting the Courage Dots
Okay, it is time for a courage check. And rather than deal in obscure generalities that accomplish little (except to make us feel good), let's get real. Painfully real.
Let's start with young people...
Will you tell the interviewer that, as a Christian, it is very important for you to worship on Sunday?
Will you stand up for Jesus among your friends and tell them that you've made a decision not to drink, go dancing, or dress provocatively?
Will you read your Bible in public (you read other books in public)?
Will you forgo a friend's invite to a Sunday ballgame because of your previous commitment to worship?
Will you choose better friends if your current friends begin to weaken your standards?
Will you de-friend from 
Facebook
 those taking God's name in vain?
Will you speak up about a movie or music that devalues the values of Christ?
Will you bow your head in a restaurant and quietly (and without show) thank God for your food?
Will you promote abstinence when it comes to sexual activity?
Will you be accountable, trustworthy, and respectful to your parents?
Will you or won't you ... be strong and courageous when it comes to connecting the dots of courage?
By the way, do you think peer pressure vanishes when you get older? Doesn't the same call for courage exist among the twenty-something, thirty-something, and beyond crowd? Sure it does.
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Will you speak up when someone says, "I hope you don't mind my language..."
Will you find the courage to talk to a younger sister in Christ who dresses seductively?
Will you find the courage to parent when your daughter pushes the envelope on her dress?
Will you decline the invite to lunch at Hooters?
Will you tell your neighbors that you would love to come over and watch the Sunday night game, but you can’t make it until later because you take your family to church?
Will you be faithful to your spouse while on your business trip?
Will you counsel your co-worker that cursing the unfair supervisor won't help the situation?
Will you respond as a Christian when another employee got the credit, raise, or position when you suspect they stabbed you in the back?
Will you speak up when the discussion concerns a TV show that you turned off because it was vulgar?
Will you keep your cool when your neighbor loses his?
I am not speaking about being obnoxious and purposefully offensive. I understand the time for silence, propriety, and common sense. I get that. But there is also a time to speak with courage. Paul said, "Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men" (2 Cor.5:11a). That says literally, "to win over with words." Yes, sometimes we must speak up in order to stand up.
Do you have that kind of courage?
.
 Three Courage Commitments to Make
1. I am responsible
. There are times in life when no one is around-no parents, no mate, no other Christians. What then? Integrity is what you are when no one is looking. Do you have it?
2. I must not forget
. It's easy to forget who we are. The day you became a Christian, you took the name of God's Son. It is a name you wear 24/7/365. Do not tarnish that name 
(1 Pet.4:16)
.
3. Jesus Christ sets my standard. 
Not the world. Not my business associates. Not my friends. I have given my life to Christ. He calls the shots.
I don't know where you are today, but you will be tested before this day is over. Will you stand or cave? Will you find your voice of courage or will you cower?
Be strong and courageous...
...for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go 
(Joshua 1:9)
.
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FAITH AND WORKS
"You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only." (James 2:24) 
There is a old illustration concerning a Christian who worked each day transporting tourists across a lake in a row boat. Occasionally, he would present the gospel in a unusual way. He had painted the word "Faith" on one of the oars and "Works" on the other. When they were out some distance from the shore, he would stop, and begin rowing with only the one oar marked "Faith," which caused the boat to go in circles to the left. Reversing the process, he would pull only the oar marked "Works," which caused the boat to circle in the opposite direction. By this time, the bewildered passengers were waiting for an explanation. This afforded him an opportunity to teach them the truth concerning discipleship and the Christian life. He always concluded by saying, "You see, neither faith nor works can stand alone. They are twins that cannot be separated!" 
We would add to the above that "faith" itself is a work (John 6:29). Faith is a good work ordained by God, but faith by itself will not justify (John 12:42-43). There are many things which must be added to our faith so that we will not be barren or unfruitful (2 Pet. 1:5-11).
_________________________________________
Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, Sweetness to the soul and health to the bones. 
                       
- Proverbs 16:24
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What I Want For My Daughters
      
By Bryan Gibson
Recently, my wife and I were blessed with the birth of a baby girl, Leah May Gibson. We now have two daughters 
Alli
 is three years old. As any father is likely to do, I've done some thinking about what the future holds for my two daughters. Here are some things I want for my girls, things I believe God wants for them, too.
I want my daughters to be beautiful on the inside. It's not that I want them to neglect their outward appearance; it's just that there are some things far more important. I want them to be clothed with "strength and honor" (Prov. 31:25), and with a "meek and quiet spirit" (1 Pet. 3:3-5). I want them to have the kind of beauty that never fades. In looking through the New Testament I see many qualities I would love for my daughters to have. I want them to be poor in spirit, meek, merciful, compassionate, tenderhearted, for-giving, kind, longsuffering, pure in heart, and patient. I want them to hunger and thirst after righteousness. I want them to mourn when they sin. I want them to learn to rejoice, even in the midst of difficult times. 1 want them to learn what it means to be truly content. In short, I want them to be like Christ, which should be the goal of every faithful Christian.
I want them to marry faithful Christians. I want this, partly, for selfish reasons. I want my daughters to be treated well, and if they marry faithful Christians, they will be. If married to faithful Christians, they will be loved as Christ loves the church (Eph. 5:25). They will have unselfish husbands (Phil. 2:3-4). They will have husbands who not only tell them they love them, but who show them as well (1 John 3:16-18). But there are other reasons for wanting them to marry faithful Christians. I want them to marry someone with whom they can pray. I want them to marry someone who will want the same things for the children as they do.
I want them to marry someone with whom they can be fellow-workers in the kingdom of God, a husband and wife team like that of Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:24-26; 1 Cor. 16:19; Rom. 16:3-4).
I want them to be good wives. Each will need to understand her role of submission in this relationship (Eph. 5:22-24, 33). Each will need to look out for the interests of her husband, as well as her own (Phil. 2:3-4). Each will need to show her husband she loves him (1 John 3:18). Each will need to do her husband good as long as she lives (Prov. 31:12).
I want them to be good mothers. I want them to see the importance God places on bringing up children (1 Tim. 2:11-15). I want them to be like the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31, who was very attentive to her children's needs. I want them to be like Hannah, who said of her son Samuel, "I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life" (1 Sam. 1:11). I want them to be like Eunice, who taught her son Timothy the Scriptures from childhood (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14-15).
I want them to be ready to do good for others. I want them to be like the virtuous woman who "extends her hands to the poor . . . reaches out her hands to the needy" (Prov. 31:20).1 want them to be like 
Dorcas
, who was "full of good works and charitable deeds" (Acts 9:36); like Phoebe, who was "a helper of many" (Rom. 16:1-2). I want them to be the kind of women who have "diligently followed every good work" (1 Tim. 5:10).
Finally, I want my daughters (as well as my sons) to go to heaven. If they can do the things mentioned earlier in this article, they will be well on their way.
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Should I Respond? 
      
By Justin Brewer
"Do not answer a fool according to his folly, Lest you also be like him.
Answer a fool according to his folly, Lest he be wise in his own eyes" (Proverbs 26:4-5).
The last couple of days, I've observed a few conversations to which I would apply these two verses written by King Solomon. At a quick glance, it appears that Solomon is contradicting himself, but if we dig in deeper we can obtain a clearer understanding; do not answer the fool in the same foolish manner (do not go down to their level) lest we be like him, but answer the fool's folly appropriately and wisely lest "he be wise in his own eyes."
With the ease of response on social media, Christians can too easily be caught up in nonsensical arguments with people who are not looking for truth. Paul calls such "foolish and ignorant disputes" and commands Christians to avoid such (2 Timothy 2:23). Likewise, Paul commands that we are to "Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition" (Titus 3:10); this applies to 
Facebook
 as well as one-on-one contact. As Christians, we are to "Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Timothy 4:2), but that does not necessarily mean that all of these actions will take place on a single soul! Weigh the value (Matthew 7:6) of a discourse and if it is worthless, shift your attention to someone with whom you have an actual opportunity.
______________________________________
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Studying the Bible!
"For the commandment is a lamp, and the law a light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life..." (Prov. 6:23) 
Who Should Read The Bible?
 
The young to learn how to live. 
The old to know how to die. 
The ignorant for wisdom. 
The learned for humility. 
The rich for compassion. 
The poor for comfort. 
The dreamer for enchantment. 
The practical for counsel. 
The weak for strength. 
The strong for direction. 
The haughty for warning. 
The humble for exaltation. 
The troubled for peace. 
The weary for rest. 
The sinner for salvation. 
The doubting for assurance. 
The Christian for guidance. 
_________________________________________
"If you are jealous of another, you only hurt yourself." 
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"Wrath is cruel and anger a torrent, but who is able to stand before jealousy?" (Prov. 27:4) "For wrath kills a foolish man, and envy slays a simple one." (Job 5:2) 
There is an old fable about an eagle who boasted of how he could out-fly all others. One day another eagle came along who could out-fly him. This made the proud eagle very jealous. One day he saw a hunter walking along with his bow and arrow and said to him, "I want you to shoot that eagle." The hunter replied, "I would if only I had some feathers to put on my arrow to make it shoot straighter and farther." The eagle pulled some feathers out of its wings and gave them to the hunter. When the arrow was shot, it did not reach the rival eagle because he was too far away. The envious eagle pulled out more feathers. This continued until he lost so many feathers he couldn't fly, and then the hunter turned and shot him. 
The moral of the story is: "If you are jealous of another, you only hurt yourself." 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO SIMPLY BE A CHRISTIAN?
By E.R. Hall, Jr.
If the title of this article appeals to you, how does this sound to you? Just simply follow the teachings of Christ found in the New Testament. “
And for this cause He
 (Christ) 
is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator 
liveth
 ” (Hebrews 9:15-17)
When we search the New Testament, we find no denominational organizations existed whatsoever. We simply read of people hearing the gospel, believing it, repenting of their sins, confessing Christ to be the Son of God, and being baptized for the forgiveness of their sins. Whereupon, the Lord added the saved to His church (Acts 2:36-47). As the gospel spread from Jerusalem, these Christians assembled together in congregations in various places. The only headquarters these early disciples knew was Heaven, where the Head, Jesus Christ, is (Col. 1:18). These local churches were under their own elders (Acts 14:23) who were given the responsibility of feeding and overseeing the congregation (Acts 20:17,28;1 Pet. 5:1-3).
The worship, we read about in the New Testament, was something that was participated in; not a spectator event. For example, on the first day of the week they ate the Lord's supper and heard preaching, Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-29. Also on the first day of the week, every one of them gave financially as they were prospered (1 Cor. 16:1,2). The worship was carried on by every Christian singing (Eph. 5:19) and all would pray as others would lead (1 Cor. 14:15,16). No solos, duets, quartets, or choirs. All things were done decently and in order (1 Cor. 14:40) as every Christian was involved in worship. No one could perform their service or worship for them.
Without complicated expensive organization, the gospel was preached  to  every  creature under heaven  (Col. 1:23).  The disciples 
were known as Christians (Acts 11:26) and they wore no sectarian names. One thing is strikingly noticeable about the worship we read about in the New Testament: They sought to impress God and only God. One thing we see throughout the Scriptures is that God is always pleased with obedience to His will (Mt. 7:21). 
No where
 in the New Testament do we find the first Christians appealing to social or recreational activities as a work of the church. Their only appeal came through the presenting of the gospel for they recognized it as “
the power of God unto salvation
” (Rom. 1:16).
What about you? Do you ever study your Bible and read about things the church, of which you are a member, doesn’t even do or they are doing things the New Testament does not even mention? The time is far spent that we all should despair of involving ourselves in things the New Testament does not teach and to realize denominations are not necessary and only has and continues to cause division. We should all desire the simplicity of being only a Christian and letting the Lord add us to His church.
>>>
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>>> 
Have you ever wondered if it could be the same today as it is revealed in the New Testament? The answer is a simple but resounding, “YES”! In fact, there is probably such a group of people meeting within minutes of where you live. They worship and serve God in the same way the early disciples did. Christ is their ONLY Head and the New Testament is their ONLY creed. They are not members of any human denomination, they are simply a congregation, or church, of Christ. They would like to share Christ with you and with all the world.
YOU, TOO, CAN SIMPLY BE A CHRISTIAN and serve God without belonging to any denomination, bound by no denominational laws or obligations. If such appeals to you, please contact us or visit the services the church engages in on a weekly basis. If you live too far away for this to be practical, contact us and we’ll do our best to put you in touch with others who are simply Christians and doing things according to the will of Christ.
______________________________________
HOW CHURCH 
                
GROWTH OCCURS
The following is from a poll taken of several church groups. It reflects the importance of the story from last week’s bulletin entitled 
“Don’t give up asking people to church services.” 
It takes individual effort to reach those not in Christ.
1% occurs from “walk ins.”
1% results from special crusades or evangelistic programs.
2% occurs from the general visitation by the preacher.
3% occurs from people finding a special or unique need in a congregation.
6% occurs because the church has a good or popular preacher.
7% occurs because the congregation has good children’s and adult Bible classes.
10% occurs because the church offers pleasing social programs.
70% occurs from members inviting their friends, relatives or other people in their daily life.
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WHY SOME ARE 
                     NOT ASKED
By 
R. L. Whiteside
Happy is the person whose conduct does not raise a
 
question in the minds of
 others as to where he stands. 
Some people never have to answer the question, “Will you have a drink with me?” There is a reason. Some young people are never subjected to certain temptations to which others are frequently subjected, and there is a reason. When your conduct raises a question as to where you stand or as to what you might do, the devil will make you answer that question. Every person who raises a question mark in the mind of people has to defend himself or surrender.
_________________________________________
WHO AM I…
1.
 I met with the other woman by a river.
2. I am described as a “
seller of purple
.”
3
.
 I obeyed the gospel in 
Philippi
.
4
.
 Paul stayed in my house while at 
Philippi
. 
WHO AM I? ____________________ 
  
                       
______________________________
___________
A prudent man foresees evil 
and hides himself; The simple 
pass on and are punished. 
                                 - Proverbs 27:12
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Wrong Is Wrong!      
B
y R. J. Evans
We live in a time of declining morals. Political correctness has "gone to seed" in our present culture. Our enemy, the devil, provides many rationalizations for improper behavior.  We must so live as to “not be ignorant of his devices”  (2 Cor. 2:11).  The Apostle Paul told the Corinthians— “But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). Quite often, we hear the true statement: “wrong is wrong". With these warnings in mind, we must ever realize that wrong is wrong despite the efforts of so many to excuse their actions.  Let us heed the following:
Wrong is wrong, even if we don’t get caught.  Let us remember that “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, Keeping watch on the evil and good”  (Prov. 15:3).  The Hebrew writer tells us “there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account”  (Heb. 4:13).  On that great day, “God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether it is good or whether it is evil”  (Eccl. 12:14).
Wrong is wrong, even if we think it is for a good cause. Some will forsake worshiping God for some worldly activity or "good cause".  A supposedly honorable purpose does not justify a dishonorable deed or action.  The end never justifies the means.  The Apostle Paul made this point to the Romans as it  had   to   do  with  those who were slandering him— “And why not say, ‘Let us do evil that good may come’?—as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say.  Their condemnation is just” (Rom. 3:8).  Sin is transgression of God’s law.  (1 Jn. 3:4; 5:17; 2 Jn. 9)  But how many times have we heard feeble attempts  to justify sin  on the basis of— “it is doing so much good”, "it is such a great cause", or “it feels so good".  For an action to be pleasing in the sight of God, it must be morally and doctrinally right---all in accordance with the will of God.  Thus, all that we do must be authorized and justified by Scripture.  See 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Pet. 4:11.
Wrong is wrong, even if it doesn’t bother our conscience.  The conscience must be taught and properly trained.  If not, it will accept wrong-doing.  Remember, the Apostle Paul persecuted Christians, casting them into prison, all with a clear conscience.  He stated, “Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth”  (Acts 26:9).  And, again, He stated to the council as he reflected back on his sinful conduct, “Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day”  (Acts 23:1).  This is why we often do sinful things just as the  world does and think nothing of it because we have not been taught correctly.  For example, the Bible clearly teaches “in like manner, also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing's, but, which is proper for women professing godliness with good works” (1 Tim. 2:9-10). It is wise for parents to begin instilling a strong sense of modesty in their children's hearts and lives at a very young age.  Otherwise, they will more than likely grow up thinking immodesty is fine, giving it no serious thought. Hence, the conscience must be guided and taught strictly by the Word of God, so as to have the proper standard and guide.
                                                                                                                          >>>
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Wrong is wrong, even if it is commonly considered acceptable.  The Bible says, “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil” (Ex. 23:2).  Just think of what has become acceptable in recent years in our present society—social drinking, partying and dancing, gambling, dressing immodestly, using profanity, etc.  We see all of this, not only in person, but on TV and in movies.  57.5 million babies have been murdered since abortion was legalized in America in 1973.  And now we are witnessing the acceptance of homosexuality, the legalization of same-sex marriage, and the legalization of marijuana in some states.  We begin to think—what’s next?  But just because “everybody else is doing it,” or so it seems, that doesn’t make it right.  The child of God should “not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil.  Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on”  (Prov. 4:14-15).  But if we are not careful, we will find ourselves entering, walking and traveling along with the ways and practices of the world, rather than turning away from them!  (Rom. 12:1-2; 2 
Cor
 6: 17; 1 Jn. 2:15-17) We are told to “Test all things; hold fast what is good.  Abstain from every form of evil”  (1 
Thes
. 5:21-22).
______________________________________
WEARY WELL DOERS
By David 
Diestelkamp
The words of Galatians 6:9 are motivation to those trying to do right: "And let us not be weary in well doing" True well doers do their best not to grow weary, especially since their reward is at stake: "for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not."
But what about those whose actions (or lack of them) weary the well doers? What about those who demand action, but never act? What about those who expect others to study, teach, be hospitable, and work without themselves becoming personally involved? What about people who expect others to develop to be elders, deacons, and preachers in difficult places? What about Christians who require constant correction because they want to be like the world?
It is bad enough that some decide not to be well doers and therefore shall reap the reward of the wicked rather than that of the righteous, but they also affect others. Their inactivity, complaining, gossip, and worldliness may cause some well doers to faint. In that case "it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in2 the depth of the sea" (Matt. 18:6). Well doer or wearier, which will it be?
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Lessons From        
A Kite
"And if Christ is in you, the
 
 
body is dead because of sin, 
but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness." (Rom. 8:10) 
A boy while flying a kite was so successful that the kite went out of sight. He stood in the field with a cord in his hand that bent upwards into the sky. Someone asked him how he knew the kite was there, and he let them put their hand on the string. They could feel the pull of the unseen kite. Similarly, although the world cannot visibly see Christ in us, they can recognize His invisible power in every phase of our lives. They are forced to admit that we, as Christians, have something which they do not possess.
 
Let us truly have Christ, the hope of glory, within us. 
_________________
WHO AM I…
   
    How did you do?
1.
 I met with the other woman by a river.
2. I am described as a “
seller of purple
.”
3
.
 I obeyed the gospel in 
Philippi
.
4
.
 Paul stayed in my house while at 
Philippi
. 
WHO AM I?  
Lydia
 
 
Acts 16:12-15
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Your Speech 
Betrayeth
 You
By Paul Stringer
When the Savior stood before Caiaphas, the High Priest, Peter waited outside the 
palace. When a young woman approached him and said, "Thou also 
wast
 with Jesus of 
Galilee," he denied it. Another came with 
he
 same observation and he denied it with an 
oath. Then others that stood by said to Peter, "Surely thou also art one of them; for thy 
speech 
betrayeth
 thee," and he began to curse and swear, saying he did not know 
Jesus (Mat 26:69ff). 
Peter's identity was confirmed by the way he spoke. Because of the way he
          
 
pronounced his words -- by his accent-those he was with knew he was from Galilee. By 
our speech today, people can tell a lot about us, not just in a physical sense, but
   
 
spiritually as well. Our speech can betray us. We may tell people we are Christians and 
citizens of God's kingdom, but our words will let them know where we are really from. 
We can be identified by our: 
FILTHY SPEAKING:
Christians are urged to put away, among other things, "filthy communication out of your mouth" (Col 3:8). A filthy mouth reveals a filthy mind, "...for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh
" (Mat 12:34). We may claim to be Christians, but if we tell dirty jokes and if we constantly use obscene "bathroom" words, our speech betrays us and our true identity is made known. The true Christian
 
will think on things that are pure (Phi 4:8) and season his speech with salt (Col 4:6). 
LYING: 
If we say we are Christians and do not always tell the truth, our speech betrays us. A lying tongue is an abomination in God's sight (Pro 6:16-19). We cannot say we are of Christ if we tell lies, for the devil is a liar and the father of lies (
Jn
 8: 44). "Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor" (Eph 4:25). A child of God is to so speak and so do that he can be relied upon in every way.
 
MURMURINGS AND COMPLAININGS: 
Paul admonishes us not to murmur as did the Children of Israel when they wandered in the wilderness (I 
Cor
 10:10). A Christian should rejoice in his relationship with his Heavenly Father. "Rejoice in the Lord 
alway
: and again I say, Rejoice" (Phi 4:4). The complainer lets everyone know his true identity. 
BOASTING: 
"So the tongue also is a little member and 
boasteth
 great things (Jas 3:5). Bragging is contrary to Christianity and James says it is evil; but it is especially sad for one who claims to be a Christian to boast of the evil he does. When a young man brags about his illicit conquests, or a young woman shamelessly tells about going to night clubs and getting drunk, the cause of Christ is dealt a critical blow. "But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil" (Jas 4:16). 
   >>>
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USING THE LORD'S NAME IN VAIN: 
"Thou 
shalt
 not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain" (Ex 20:7). There are many things worthy of ho
nor and respect. We honor the name of our parents and resent anyone's speaking of them disrespectfully. We respect the flag and are filled with indignation when men regard it lightly. How much more should we regard the name of the Lord our God with reverence and awe. One who uses it in any disrespectful and irreverent way, identifies himself as one who does not honor his Heavenly Father. 
EMPTY, WORTHLESS RELIGION: 
"If any man among you seem to be religious, and 
brideleth
 not his tongue, but 
decieveth
 his own heart, this man's religion is vain" (Jas 1:26). 
______________________________________
Church Recreation
B
y Keith Camp
Recently I received an invitation to a facility that provided "ping pong, walking track, concerts, basketball, weights, pool table, board games, banquets, refreshments, etc." No, the invitation did not come from the local YMCA. It came from a local church. 
Increasingly churches have begun to take on the atmosphere of social clubs; some do rival local health spas. Yet, I do NOT read in the Bible where "the churches of Christ" (Romans 16: 16), in their life and death struggle to preach the
 
gospel to a lost world, ever made such social/recreational provisions for that world (or themselves). According 
 
to 
 
the 
 
New 
 
Testament 
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Weapons
"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled." (2 Cor. 10:3-6) 
Please notice that Paul uses the word "weapon" in the plural (not "weapon," but "weapons"). Thus, the Christian has, not just one, but numerous weapons at his disposal in his spiritual warfare. Some of those weapons are: prayer, love, truth, example, etc. Please notice also that the Christian's main battle begins, and should end, in his own mind; e.g., "bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ." Jesus said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a man." (Mark 7:20-21) 
Let us keep our hearts with all diligence for out of it are the issues of life. (Prov. 4:23) 
_________________________________________
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(NT) the ONLY work God ordained the local church to
 
do consists of: preaching the gospel (1 Thessalonians 1:8), assembling for worship and edification (Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:24-25), and meeting the physical needs of destitute Christians (Acts 4;34-35; 6:1ff). The work of the local church was spiritual, NOT recreational. 
And it certainly was not for lack of public interest that kept churches in the Bible out of athletics and entertainment. The world into which the gospel was first preached LOVED the sports arena. Their children played five different games of ball and the Roman emperors were masters at building public baths, theaters, stadiums and using them to 'politic' the people. The world back then had their superstar athletes, actors and actresses too. In fact, it is safe to say that 
America's enjoyment and pursuit of recreation/ente
rtainment is equal to the 
people of NT times. But again, the NT is SILENT about local churches making ANY provision for the fulfillment of such interests. And get this! The hope of the gospel was still "proclaimed in all creation under heaven" (Colossians 1:23). Churches in the NT understood that the world needed the gospel and its eternal benefits, not temporary distractions. 
We still believe the gospel is God's power to motivate all men to faith, obedience and salvation (Romans 1:16). 
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“IT’S NOT DOCTRINE, 
BUT THE WAY ONE LIVES THAT COUNTS!”
By E.R. Hall, Jr.
Often the above statement is made by individuals. Sometimes they are heard to say, "It matters not what one believes so long as he is sincere!" I've often wondered if people who make such statements have really thought about what it is they are saying. Indeed, Satan has done quite an effective job of leading people to believe that the doctrine one believes and teaches has nothing to do with his eternal salvation.
The Bible clearly teaches that it does make a difference what one believes and teaches. The wrong doctrine can make worship vain (empty, meaningless). "
But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men
." (Matthew 15:9). We have a charge to teach the right doctrine (truth). "
As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou 
mightest
 charge some that they teach no other doctrine, Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do
." (1 Timothy 1:3,4). We are to attain unto good doctrine. "
If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou 
shalt
 be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.
" (1 Timothy 4:6). We have a responsibility to withdraw from anyone who does not teach doctrine which is according to holiness. "
If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and 
strifes
 of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil 
surmisings
, Perverse 
disputings
 of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.
" (1 Timothy 6:3-5).
Not all doctrine is sound (true). In fact, many turn their ears away from the truth. "
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables
." (2 Timothy 4:2-4). Those who teach such things, as commandments that are of man's origin, are to be rebuked. "
This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth
." (Titus 1:13,14). To not remain within the confines of the gospel of Christ is to be without God. "
Whosoever 
transgresseth
, and 
abideth
 not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that 
abideth
 in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that 
biddeth
 him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds
." (2 John 9-11).
Error (false doctrine) will eat our souls like canker or gangrene eats our flesh. "
And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is 
Hymenaeus
 and 
Philetus
; Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.
" (2 Timothy 2:17,18).
 
Yes, false doctrine grows worse and worse. Those who put the emphasis on moral living and none on true doctrine would like
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 to believe that
 
these men in this passage were guilty of some gross immoral conduct. However, in these verses the reference is to what these two men were teaching; in other words, their doctrine. They were teaching that “
the resurrection is past already
".
Those who say it matters not what one believes as long as he lives right are absolutely mistaken. It makes a difference whether a person believes and teaches something that is Scriptural or not! Error condemns!
Let us not overlook one other thing in this passage of 2 Timothy 2:17,18. Notice that BOTH THE TEACHER AND THE FOLLOWERS ARE REJECTED! What these two men were teaching was overthrowing (destroying) the faith of those who believed the teaching. 
Hymenaeus
 and 
Philetus
 were condemned and so were all who believed their doctrine. Jesus said it like this, "
Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch
." (Matthew 15:14). Both the blind leaders and the blind followers would suffer the same fate. In Titus 1:10-11 is recorded: "
For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake
."Also in 2 Peter 2:3, we read, "
And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth
 not, and their damnation 
slumbereth
 not.
" Can we not see from these passages that any who are believing and practicing error are condemned whether they are teaching the error, believing the error, or following (practicing) the error?
For this reason we need to realize the responsibility and necessity of doing what is commanded in 1 John 4:1."
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world
." Let us "
try
" (put to the test) everything we hear, believe, and are following. God's word, the Scriptures, is the only measuring stick by which we can do such a task. It's not one man's opinion verses another person's opinion. It must be what God has said on the matter.
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IF I WERE THE DEVIL…
I would gain control of the most powerful 
                  
nation in the world;
I would delude their minds into thinking that 
               
they had come from man’s effort, instead of 
          
God's blessings;
I would promote an attitude of loving things and using people, instead of the other way around;
I would dupe entire states into relying on 
           
gambling for their state revenue;
I would convince people that character is not an issue when it comes to leadership;
I would make it legal to take the life of 
                    
unborn babies;
I would make it socially acceptable to take one’s own life, and invent machines to 
                               
make it convenient;
I would cheapen human life as much as possible 
 
so that life of animals are valued more than 
    
human beings;
I would take God out of the schools, where even the mention of His name was grounds for a lawsuit;
I would come up with drugs that sedate the mind and target the young, and I would get sports 
 
heroes to advertise them;
I would get control of the media, so that every 
       
night I could pollute the minds of every 
                
family member for my agenda;
I would attack the family, the backbone of any nation. I would make divorce acceptable and 
        
easy, even fashionable. If the family crumbles, 
       
so does the nation;
I would compel people to express their most depraved fantasies on canvas and movies 
    
screens, and I would call it art;
I would convince the world that people are born homosexuals, and that their lifestyles should be accepted and marveled;
I would convince the people that right and wrong are determined by a few who call themselves authorities and refer to their agendas as 
       
politically correct;
I would persuade people that the church is irrelevant and out of date, the
 
Bible is for the naive:
I would dull the minds of Christians, and make them believe that prayer is not important, and that faithfulness and obedience are optional;
I GUESS I WOULD LEAVE THINGS PRETTY MUCH THE WAY THEY ARE!
                                                            
- Paul Harvey
                                                             1999
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A Singing Church
B
y Brock 
Hartwigsen
The church was prophesied in the Old Testament as a singing church. In 
2 Samuel 22:50
 and repeated in 
Psalm 18:49
  David stated; "Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name." Years later the apostle Paul by inspiration applied this passage to the church when he quoted it in 
Romans 15:9
. "It is written, For this cause I will confess thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name."
The New Testament describes a singing church. In 
I Corinthians 12, 13 and 14
 Paul addresses problems the Corinthian Christians had with miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit. In this context, Paul revealed that the Corinthian church was a singing church when he wrote "I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also" 
(I Cor. 14:15)
 and "how is it then, brethren? When ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm" 
(I Cor. 14:26)
.
Two different congregations were given instruction concerning their singing. The church in Ephesus was told: "Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord" 
(Eph. 5:19)
. The church in 
Colosse
 was told "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord" 
(Col. 3:16)
.
Why should the church be a singing church? That is easy enough to answer. God commands it, so we are to do it. When my children were young, they were taught to obey a command without question. But, after they obeyed, it was OK for them to ask why they were to do what they were told to do. God should be obeyed, but after he is obeyed, it is OK to ask Him "Why?" This is done by going to scripture and looking to see if he gave us a reason for His instruction. When it comes to singing, he did explain why he wants the church to be a singing church.
One reason is that singing can strengthen the spirit, it can lift it up. In 
Acts 27 
Luke records the account of Paul's journey to Rome. Luke records how while at sea they ran into a massive storm and everyone thought they were going to die. Paul, however, assured them that no one was going to die and pleaded with them to eat something. 
Verses 35-36
 read; "And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broke it. He began to eat. Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took some meat." Luke said that they were "all of good cheer."
Singing can either express optimism and joy or it can help produce it.
"Of good cheer" is translated from 
euthumos
. This is the only place it is used in the Bible. 
Euthumos
 is the adjective form of the verb 
euthumeo
. In 
Acts 27:22
 Paul exhorts them "to be of good cheer" (
euthumeo
), in verse 36 Luke tells us that they were "of good cheer" (
euthumos
). 
Euthumeo
 is used in one other passage. In 
James 5:13
 Christians are told "is any merry [
euthomeo
}? Let him sing psalms." Christians should not only sing when they are "of good cheer" (
euthomos
), but also should sing when they want "to be of good cheer" (
ephumeo
).
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What exactly does 
ephumeo
 imply? One writer explained that 
ephumeo
 "does not mean deliriously happy, just feeling good. No, it implies optimism in spite of danger, joy in spite of sorrow, positive thinking in place of negative thinking." Singing can either express optimism and joy or it can help produce it.
When Paul and Silas were in Philippi they were arrested, beaten, and thrown into prison where their feet were chained in stocks. We are told in 
Acts 16:25
 that while chained in prison "at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God." Were they deliriously happy? No! Were they just feeling good? No! They were looking beyond this world. They were not seeing the glass half empty but half full. They were not walking by sight but by faith 
(2 Cor. 5:7)
.
In the upper room just before Jesus and the apostles went to the mount of Olives, Jesus sang a hymn with His apostles 
(Matt. 26:30)
. Was He deliriously happy or just plain feeling good? Neither! He was not looking at Calvary but at glory. He was walking by faith and not by sight.
Singing should be done when people are happy or to provide strength, courage, confidence and, yes, even happiness. In 
I 
Cor
 14:26
 we are told, "How is it then brethren? When ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all thing be done unto edifying." 
A second reason we are to sing is to edify. Edify means to lift up. The title and message of a popular song used today states exactly this message, "Sing And Be Happy."
A third reason for the church to sing is to teach and admonish. The church in 
Colosse
 was told to reach and admonish "one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs" 
(Col. 3:16)
.
Fourthly, the church also needs to sing because it is an acceptable way to worship God. As David said twice, "Therefore will I. . .O Lord, . . .sing praises unto thy name" 
(2 Sam. 22:50; Psa. 18:49)
. Chained in stocks in prison in Philippi Paul and Silas "sang praises unto God" 
(Acts 16:25)
. The church in Ephesus was told to sing and make "melody in [their] hearts to the Lord" 
(Eph. 5:19)
. The Christians in 
Colosse
 were instructed to sing "with grace in [their] hearts to the Lord" 
(Col. 3:16)
.
The singing portion of the worship of God should never be taken lightly. Songs should not be used as simple dividers between the "more important" parts of worship. Singing is just as important as any other part. The church should show responsibility in how she uses songs. As Christians we have a responsibility to understand what we sing; to teach and admonish according to truth when we sing; not to engage in unscriptural activities when we sing, and sing decently and in order.
In conclusion, let's remember what Isaac Watts challenged Christians to do in his beautiful hymn, "We're Marching to Zion."
Come we that love the Lord,
And let our joys be known;
Join in a song with sweet accord,
Join in a song with sweet accord,
And thus surround the throne
And thus surround the throne.
Let those refuse to sing
Who never knew our God;
But children of the heavenly King,
But children of the heavenly King,
May speak their 
joys
 abroad,
May speak their 
joys
 abroad.
We're marching to Zion,
Beautiful, beautiful Zion;
We're marching upward to Zion,
The beautiful city of God
Amen
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“BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH” BUT WHEN?
By Bill Hall
For one to be scripturally baptized, he must allow human hands to lower him into a watery grave and to raise him up from that watery grave in a likeness of the bu
rial and resurrection of Jesus.
But while that resurrection is taking place, effected by human hands, a resurrection of far greater significance is taking place, effected not by human hands, but by the hands of almighty God. For the same God who made Jesus alive from the dead, and raised Him up to sit at His own right hand in the heavenly places (Eph. 1:20-23), makes us alive from spiritual death and raises us up together with Christ that we might sit wi
th Him in the heavenly places.
"
And you did he make alive, when ye were dead through your trespasses and sins … but  God, being  rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace have 
ye
 been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us to sit with him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus
" (Eph. 2:1-6).
How do we come to be raised together with Christ? It is by grace (God's unmerited favor) coupled with our faith. "
For by grace have 
ye
 been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that no man should glory
" (Eph. 2:8,9).
So many, however, who have come to recognize how we are raised with Christ have failed to recognize when we are raised with Him. We are raised with Him in baptism. A parallel passage, Col. 2:12, says so: "
Having been buried with him in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead
."
We thus establish a parallel between Eph. 2:8,9 and Col. 2:12. The two passages are not contradictory. They are complementary, Eph. 2:8,9 telling how one is raised with Christ (by grace through faith) and Col. 2: 12 telling when this takes place (at baptism). When one is brought to see this parallel, he will then be able to see that the faith of Eph. 2:8,9 is an active, obedient faith that includes, among other things, baptism. Baptism is essential to salvation!
_____________________________________________________________________________________
then I saw all the work of God, that a man cannot find out 
the work that is done under the sun. For though a man l
abors
 to discover it, yet he will not find it; moreover, though 
a wise man attempts to know it, he will not be able to find it. 
                                                                                 
- Ecclesiastes 8:17
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WHAT HAPPENED TO FAITH 
AND
 OBEDIENCE?
By 
E.R. Hall, Jr.
There is so much teaching in religious circles about faith and salvation by faith alone, one would think that God has said nothing about obedience having a part. What is often said about obedience in these circles is of a negative nature. It goes like this: obedience is not necessary and has nothing to do with salvation.
What do the Scriptures teach? Should this not be where we go to find the answer? "
By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:
” (Romans 1:5). "
But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made know to all nations for the 
obedience of faith
:
" (Romans 16:26) [Emphasis mine, E.R.H.]. From these and other Scriptures, it becomes clear that faith and obedience cannot be separated. "
But without faith it is impossible to please God
“ (Hebrews 11:6) and without works, our faith is dead. (James 2:26).
What is the conclusion to be drawn from these verses, as well as others? Those who teach and believe that a person is saved by faith, separate and apart from works, are teaching we are saved by a "
DEAD
" faith. If this is not the conclusion, please tell me what it is! They say, "You are saved the moment you believe and works don't save you!". The Bible says, "
Faith without works is dead
" (James 2:26). The conclusion? We are saved by a dead faith!
Let us understand that we are saved by obedient faith. Faith that has not and does not obey is dead. It is only when our faith, which comes by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17), moves us to repent of our sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38), confess Christ with our mouth (Matthew 10:32; Acts 8:37; Romans 10:10) and be buried with Christ in baptism (Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12) that we are forgiven of our sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16). While man teaches salvation by dead faith, God teaches that our faith must be obedient to save us. 
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L
ooking for the nubbin
"Now when they saw some of His disciples eat bread with defiled, that is, with unwashed hands, they found fault." (Mark 7:2)
 
Let us suppose I am looking for a field of corn to buy. I travel around seeking for a field which contains good corn. Finally, I see a field which strikes my fancy. The owner says that he will sell it. I then enter the field to see if the corn suits me. As I pass down the rows, the stalks are tall and strong. Almost every stalk has two massive ears hanging from it. However, I pay them little attention. I am looking for something else. Finally, I find it. Over in a low wet corner I find a scrawny little stalk with one little nubbin on it. I pull up the stalk, nubbin and all. I take it to the owner and say, "This is very poor corn. Just look at that nubbin!" 
Anyone can easily see that I wasn't being fair. I wasn't really looking to see what the field of corn was like. I was just trying to find fault with it. It would seem that I was not really interested in buying the field. I was just looking for the nubbin, and in my search for the nubbin, I overlooked all of the good corn. (From 
Gospel Messenger
) 
There is an old proverb which says, "He who is looking for faults in his brethren will surely find them." 
_________________________________________
 
A brother offended is harder to win than a strong city, And contentions are like the bars of a castle. 
           
- Proverbs 18:19
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Doctrine and Teaching
By 
Doy
 Moyer
Pigeonholing is the process of compartmentalizing. By labeling a particular item a certain way, we can categorize it with other items labeled the same, and thus deal with it from a priority base of which items we think are most important. We all try to logically pigeonhole matters by priority. Sometimes, though, that process can become fairly arbitrary, and I believe the phrase “doctrinal issues” tends to fall into this category.
We often look at various questions in terms of being “doctrinal issues” or non-doctrinal issues (and no, I’m not going to “make a list” here). What is usually meant by this is that some matters are significant, if not vital, points of teaching, while others aren’t so much. This concept of “doctrinal” fits more along the lines of dogma (a set of doctrines authoritatively affirmed). If the issues do not carry the significance, in our judgment, then we deem them non-doctrinal, and “it is ok to disagree on those issues.” But what exactly is a “doctrinal issue”?
While the Bible uses the term “doctrine” 
(e.g., 1 Tim. 4:16)
, the word “doctrine” has come to have a life of its own. “Doctrine” is often used to refer more to a set of particular dogmas or tenets affirmed by certain groups. While doctrine and teaching mean the same thing in Scripture, a modern definition would include, “something taught as the principles or creed of a religion … tenets.” In other words, doctrine (as used today) is not just teaching; it is teaching that embodies a set of beliefs peculiar to a particular religious body, the violation of which brings about some kind of negative consequence. The problem is that this is not how we find the term used in Scripture.
Here’s a challenge. Show just one passage where the word “doctrine” means anything other than “teaching.” Think about it. Do we give the impression that some matters of “teaching” are “doctrine,” while some other matters of “teaching” are “non-doctrinal” (i.e., not a part of “our” core tenets)? Here’s the point: anything that is taught is doctrine, including our applications. Teaching – right or wrong, important or not, sound or unsound, in application or not, is doctrine by definition. Vital or not, if it is taught, it is a doctrine.
Here’s where it gets more difficult. Some doctrines do not carry the same weight as others 
(cf. Matt. 23:23-24)
. I teach that a congregation may have a building in which to meet; that is a doctrine I accept. But whether a group owns a building or not is ultimately not eternally important; it won’t condemn or save anyone. This is not on par with a doctrine for which its violation would cause eternal destruction 
(2 Pet. 2:1; 3:16-17)
. Whether a person eats meats or not is ultimately not going to condemn or save. It is not a doctrine that would lead to condemnation (unless a brother was divisive about it, which seems to be a major point of Romans 14). On the other hand, Jesus said, “unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins” 
(John 8:24)
. What we believe and teach about Jesus does have eternal consequence.
The distinctions that need to be made are over the significance of the doctrine itself, not over whether a teaching is actually “doctrinal.” If it is taught in any way, then it is doctrine. How significant will that doctrine be? This is why we need to be diligent and careful students.
Let’s be careful not to misuse terms. It’s too easy to espouse a pet phrase (even if the Bible does not use it like we do), then use it as a measuring stick for everyone else’s soundness. If we are concerned about using Bible terms in Bible ways, then we need to think about how we sometimes use the word “doctrine.” Most importantly, let’s make sure that our doctrine is sound and that our application is proper (two sides of the same coin). Scripture needs to be taught and applied correctly.
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Is There a Basis for Your Joy?
     
  
B
y Stan Cox 
Do you feel good about yourself? Your relationship with God? Do you feel good about those with whom you have spiritual fellowship? Do you have joy without measure? A peace which passes understanding? Does a smile invariably crease your face when you contemplate your eternal welfare? It does? Good!...Now for the most important question. Upon what do you base all of these positive emotions? 
Hopefully, you have a ready answer to this last question. The proper answer would be, "From a study of God's word, I recognize that I have been obedient to His will, and am a partaker of the blessings that are reserved for His children." Now, you might not word it in exactly the same way, but the point is that your good feelings, your emotions, are based upon an intellectual recognition. You know you have been obedient to God. You know that God has promised blessings to those who are obedient. You know that God keeps His promises. Therefore you are happy. However, many experience that same happiness without that intellectual foundation. 
Emotions are peculiar in that respect. You can be happy, sad, peaceful, worried, etc., without a proper foundation. A mother can be worried about the safety of her child, when in reality the child is perfectly safe. A city can sleep peacefully in the supposed safety of its beds, not knowing an earthquake is imminent. A follower of Mohammed 
can
 glory in his certainty of an eternal reward, not knowing that salvation is to be found only through Jesus 
(cf. John 14:6)
. An emotion is valid only if it is based on fact. Worry is appropriate only if there is the potential of harm; a feeling of peacefulness only if there is actual safety; spiritual joy only if a relationship with God actually exists. 
Herein resides the problem with the emotionalism prevalent among religious people today. Too many believe themselves saved, not because they have the facts, but rather because they feel good about themselves. We see that it would be unreasonable for a mother to fret about the safety of her child when she sees and knows her child is safe. Why is it so many 
can not
 see how unreasonable it is to base their salvation upon a "feeling in my heart." There is a popular notion that the facts don't matter. That we should stop emphasizing the scripture, and just love one another. That we should emphasize the Man instead of the plan. That it does not matter what you believe, so long as you are sincere. This is simply not so. 
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Low Hanging Fruit
By Greg 
Gwin
Anyone who has ever harvested fruit from a tree knows that the easiest picking is of the fruit which hangs on the lowest limbs. This fruit can be quickly gathered - no ladders, no reaching, no problem. This is, for obvious reasons, always the first fruit to be picked. 
Business people sometimes refer to "low hanging fruit" when they are not even discussing apples, peaches, or oranges. They use this expression to identify the people, products, profits, etc., that are easiest to realize. For business men, just like orchard keepers, it makes a lot of sense to go after the "low hanging fruit" first. 
As Christians, we have the responsibility of sharing the gospel with the masses of lost people in the world. Contemplating this job can be an overwhelming thing. There are more than seven billion people in the world today. In fact, we are told that there are currently more living people on earth than the sum total of all the people who have died throughout all time! Think of it: more than half of all the people who ever needed to learn about God and His will are out there today - waiting for us to get the "good news" to them. 
How can we hope to succeed? Where should we begin? How can we tackle this enormous job? Here's a suggestion: GO FOR THE LOW HANGING FRUIT! By that we mean that we should first target the people around us that we know personally -- our friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, and other acquaintances. These are the folks that we know best, and they know us. Our chances to influence them will be the greatest. Yes, we need to reach all those nameless masses out there, but why not start first by sharing God's truth with the ones right at hand? Such folks will not require special "evangelism plans," or the expending of large amounts of money. We can just talk to them around the kitchen table, across the back fence, or while seated at the coffee break table. We can realize a huge harvest for the Lord and His kingdom in this simple way. Let's get busy! 
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“I’M TOO TIRED!”
By Hal Hammond
I could have come to worship services this morning. I'm not sick. I'm not incapacitated. My alarm clock works fine Monday through Friday; it would've worked today. It's just that I worked too hard last week. I stayed up too late last night relaxing from my hard week. I'm too tired.
I could have come to Bible class this morning. I could have taken my children. Then there might have been two or three in their classes instead of one or two. Of course, we haven't worked on their Bible class lesson this week. (I haven't worked on mine, either.) I suppose we could have gotten up fifteen minutes early and still gotten their lessons done - maybe mine, too. But I'm
 too tired.
I could have gone to Bible class on Wednesday. I could have made sure we had a quick dinner. We could have left the dishes for later that night, I suppose. But it was an especially tough day at work Wednesday, I seem to recall. I just wasn't ready to get back in t
he car again. I was too tired.
I could be making plans to attend our gospel meeting, just like I made plans six months in advance to go on vacation. The kids will get plenty of sleep, since it's summer. And I stay up way past 10 every night anyway. But I like to save my evenings for myself. Five days in a row of worship is a lot to ask. I hav
e a feeling I'll be too tired.
I could put Jesus first. I could teach my children to make time for God, no matter what is going on in our lives. I could be in my place whenever possible so I could give as much glory to God as I could manage. I could set a good example for my brethren so that they, too, would be motivated to put their priorities in order. I could encourage and instruct the ones who come so often and yet are not members of Christ's body. I could show them what a Christian really looks like. I could lift up my spirit by singing familiar songs of praise and instruction, as well as learn new ones. I could be available to assist in the worship. I could be there to hear about who needs my prayers and visits. I could show God how much I love Him. -- But I'm too tired.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE KNOCK ON MY DOOR!
 
    
“Go into all the world and preach the 
    
gospel to every creature” Mark 16:15.
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PREACHING AND SCIENCE
By R.L. Whiteside
Do not worry about science. It has its legitimate field, and in its field it has done wonderful things. We reap its benefits and are glad. The average preacher knows little about science, and the average scientist knows less about the Bible.
The claim that science and the Bible do not agree should disturb no one. What is called "science" is not static. Each generation brings new light; most of the old theories have been exploded by scientists themselves. Yet, each generation of scientists boldly announces that science has disproved the Bible.
But it can as easily be proved that science has disproved itself. With all their dogmatism about the Bible and science, there are few theories that real scientists are willing to take their stand on and say: "Here is the ultimate truth; no future discoveries will contradict this." So long as they cannot afford to affirm that they have arrived at ultimate truth, how can they with honor say that science disproves the Bible?
Besides if the Bible fully agreed with the scientific theories of one age, it would not agree with theories of the next age. The Bible is unchangeable and cannot keep up agreement with that which constantly changes.
Some of the foremost scientists recognize the limitations of science and are firm believers in the Bible. Preach the word! No known truth contradicts the Bible. 
______________________________________
He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy. 
- 
Proverbs 28:13
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Alternatives
       
B
y Irvin 
Himmel
Man was created by an all-wise, just, and benevolent God. We are free to acknowledge that fact, or to speak as a fool and say there is no God (Psa. 14:1).
We have the power to establish whatever lifestyle we wish. God wants us to honor Him and pattern our lives according to His commandments and the divine principles He has revealed. But we are free to reject the will of God and serve our own lusts (Tit. 3:3). if that is our preference.
God loved us and seat His son to be the propitiation for our sins. We may respond to that love by obeying the gospel, or we may choose to decline God's grace and judge ourselves unworthy of everlasting life (Acts 13:46).
We can allow Jesus Christ to be the Lord and Master of our lives, or we may decide that eternal life is not worth the price of following Jesus (Matt. 10:37, 38).
Each one has the choice of sowing to his flesh and reaping corruption, or sowing to the Spirit and reaping life everlasting (Gal. 6:7, 8).
Every accountable person has the option of serving Satan and receiving the wages of sin, or receiving eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 6:23).
We may make up our minds to walk by faith, or we may determine to elevate our own wills above the will of Him who created us. The choice is to walk in the good way, or to say, "We will not walk therein" (Jer. 6:16).
God sets before us life and death (Deut. 30:15). Our alternatives are heaven and hell.
        - 
Guardian of Truth - February 11, 1982
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Baptism and Salvation
      
B
y Steve Wolfgang
In an article discussing the definition of baptism, which appeared in this journal some time ago, we noted that "many who would leave baptism so undefined also deny the necessity of the act for salvation." Such individuals ignore or pervert passages such as 1 Peter 3:21 ("the like figure whereunto baptism doth also now save us") or Mark 16:16 ("He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved"). We recently heard an illustration of such an effort on a television program regularly featuring Jerry 
Falwell
 (of "Moral Majority" fame). A guest speaker on that program made the following argument. "It is true," said he, "that one should be baptized, but it is not absolutely necessary, because in the phrase 'He that gets on a plane and is seated shall arrive at his destination' everyone recognizes that getting on the plane is essential to reaching the destination, but sitting down is not; one will get to the destination whether he sits or not, as long as he gets on the plane. Now, any fool knows you ought to sit down, but it is not necessary" (chuckles from audience).
Those familiar with the past controversy on the role of baptism will recognize this as nothing more than a warmed-over re-hash (though modernized somewhat/ of an "argument" made popular by the Baptist debater Ben 
Bogard
. (1) 
Bogard
 was an Arkansan who was perhaps as well-known a half-century ago as Jerry 
Falwell
 is today. He used an earlier version (involving a train) to construct the following "parallel:"
He that believeth and is baptized shall he saved.
He that gets on the train and sits down shall go to Little Rock.
Bogard
 argued that while there are advantages to sitting down once one is on the train, one will still arrive at the destination whether he sits or not; likewise, while one should be baptized, it is not absolutely necessary since he is saved by faith only regardless of what else he may do.
If one were to dignify such an argument by replying on a serious level, one could simply point out that an analogy (even a good one, which this one is not) does not prove a proposition; it merely illustrates (and then only if valid). If you have no doubts about the validity of this analogy, try that line on the stewardess the next time you fly and see where it gets you.
However, the best answer may be the one used by W. Curtis Porter, a gospel preacher, to reply to 
Bogard's
 illustration. If one diagrams what 
Bogard
, 
Falwell
, and many other denominationalists actually teach ("He that believeth is saved and can be baptized if he chooses"), and parallel that with the inane plane or train illustration, it comes out like this: "He that gets on the train is in Little Rock already and doesn't need to sit down!"(2)
We conclude this article simply by pointing out that from the very first preaching of the gospel of Christ on the day of Pentecost, people who inquired as to what to do to be saved were told, "Repent and be baptized for the remission of your sins." When one studies the history of the early church and the letters written to those churches by Christ's apostles, one learns that this was a universal requirement for salvation and for inclusion in the body of the saved, the church. We are simply trying to teach the same thing today. Have you obeyed this fundamental command?
 
   >>>
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>>> 
Endnotes
1. 
Bogard
 made this argument in some of his later debates (for instance, with N.B. Hardeman in 1938 at Little Rock, pp. 136-7, 156; with Eugene Smith in 1942 at Dallas, Texas, p. 150; and with W. Curtis Porter in 1948 at Damascus, Arkansas, pp. 311-312!. Often, as in the Smith and 
Hardemen
 debates, 
Bogard
 would save the argument for late in the debate, even introducing it in the last negative speech of the Smith debate, where no reply was possible at the time. In his earlier debates, as with Joe 
Warlick
 !a written debate published serially in the Gospel Advocate in 1914!, he argued instead that Mark 16:16 is a spurious passage (pp. 43, 52f., 62f). However, in other debates with denominationalists such as LN. 
Penick
 and Aimee 
Semple
 McPherson, he freely used Mark 16 as an authoritative passage. This vacillation lead N.B. Hardeman to characterize 
Bogard's
 views on the subject as "off again, on again, gone again, Flanagan" (Hardeman-Board Debate, pp. 146-147).
It is interesting to read 
Bogard's
 account of his encounters with Hardeman, Smith, Porter, 
Warlick
, C.R. Nichol, and other gospel preachers whom he debated, in his biography, The Life and Works of Benjamin Marcus 
Bogard
, by L.D. Forman and Alta Payne (Little Rock, Arkansas: Seminary Press, 1966, 3 volumes). Volume II, pp. 17-135 contain his reminiscences of debates with many of those he styled "
Campbellites
."
2. Porter also pointed out that 
Bogard's
 own "parallel" makes even faith non-essential, since he paralleled it with "getting on the train." 
Bogard
 simply reminded him that one does not have to get on a train to go to Little Rock; there are many ways by which one may travel - foot, horseback, wagon, or, to use our modern Baptist's version, airplane. Thus, even if the "analogy" were valid for the elimination of baptism, it would also eliminate the necessity of faith in order to be saved (Porter-Board Debate, pp. 327-328).
Porter used the same line of reasoning to refute the train argument made by Glenn V. 
Tingley
 of the Christian-Missionary Alliance at Birmingham, Alabama, in 1947 (pp. 106, 120-21).
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Captain of my soul
?
"And these will go away into 
everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life." 
(Matt. 25:46) 
This poem, author unknown, is 
entitled "
Invictus
," and is thought 
to be defiance toward God. 
Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul. 
In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the 
bludgeonings
 of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds, and shall find me, unafraid. 
It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishment the scroll,
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul. 
In a sense, one is the captain of his soul, at least while here on earth; however, in another sense, he is not. God will be the final captain of our souls. After the judgment, all souls will be in either heaven or hell. While in this life, let us be good and wise captains of our souls. 
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The Power of a Young Person's Influence
B
y Steve Klein
Over the past 10 weeks or so, the 
Oakland
 
church
 of 
Christ
 has been blessed to see eleven young people obey the gospel. We've witnessed scene after scene of joy
ous parents and friends hugging 
and congratulating new brothers and sisters in
 
 Christ still wet from the waters of baptism. God must be given all the praise and glory for making these things possible.
Naturally, a question might arise as to why all of these young people are suddenly deciding to obey the gospel. Could it be that some of them have been influenced by their peers? Maybe so. And maybe that is the way it should be.
Children are natural imitators, not only of their parents, but also of each other. Paul alludes to this inborn mimicry when he commands us to "be imitators of God as dear children." (Ephesians 5:1). So, children are "imitators." We know this. But we get so focused on "peer pressure" as a negative thing that we forget that young people can and should influence one another to do good. Yes, it is possible for them to imitate good. In fact, the Bible commands it! The Bible says, "Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good" (3 John 11).
There are important reasons for young and old alike to work at imitating good. For one thing, we'll have much less to fear in the way of negative consequences for our behavior. In 1 Peter 3:13, Peter asks, "And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good?" It's just not very likely that you'll ever get in much trouble or be punished severely for following a good example. Besides this, the Lord will love and appreciate you if you will allow yourself to be influenced to do good. Proverbs 15:9 says that, "The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, But He loves him who follows
 
righteousness."
The fact that young people can be influenced BY others necessarily implies that they can also be influences ON others. The Bible commands the young to be good examples, so that others will have something worthwhile to imitate. The young man Timothy was told, "Let no one despise your youth, but BE AN EXAMPLE to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity" (1 Timothy 4:12).
So, to the young we say BE INFLUENCED and BE AN INFLUENCE: 
* Let yourself be influenced to obey the gospel, and then influence someone else to do the same.
* Let yourself be influenced to use pure speech, and then influence someone else to do the same.
* Let yourself be influenced to dress modestly, and then influence others to do the same.
* Let yourself be influenced to reverently participate in worship (no note passing, giggling, whispering), and then influence someone else to do the same.
* Let yourself be influenced to be kind to others, and then influence someone else to do the same.
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A True Story!
In a prison assembly hall, a great 
preacher was to talk to the prisoners. One of the prisoners introduced him and 
made this introduction ``Several years ago two boys lived in the same town in 
Georgia
, played with the same bunch of fellows, attended the same Bible class. One of them dropped out of Bible class because he felt that he had outgrown it, and that it was ``Sissy'' stuff. The other boy kept going, for he felt it really did mean something in his life. The boy who dropped out is making the introduction, and the boy who kept going to Bible class is the one who will speak to you at this time.'' 
REMEMBER
! 
Your choices will have 
REWARD 
or CONSEQUENCES!
___________________________________________
The Sermon You Preach
There isn't a word  that a preacher can say,    No matter how lovely or true,
Nor is there a prayer that his eager lips pray,  that can preach such a sermon as you.
You vowed to serve Christ and men know that you did, they're watching the things that you do;
There isn't one action of yours that is hid,     
Men are watching and studying you.
You say you're no preacher? Yes, but you preach A wonderful sermon each day.
The acts of your life are the things which you teach, It isn't the things that you say.
So, Christians, remember you bear His dear name; Your lives are for others to view.
You are living examples, men praise you, or blame, And measures all Christians by you.
 
 
) (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
 
THE LORD HATH NEED
By Bob Craig
We would have you consider a scripture portion of Matthew 21:3: The portion is "The Lord hath need of it." The Lord has no need in His overall supremacy of the universe but, in his plans for mankind, there are certain things needed. At the time of the verse we read, he had need of a place in which to eat the 
passover
 feast. It was supplied. But in his plans for the salvation of mankind he also has some needs. 
He needed volunteer laborers. He said, "... The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers
 are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
labourers
 into his harvest." (Luke 10:2). He chose the apostles (just men) for the primary task. But he needs people such as we read of in Acts 8:4: "Therefore they that were scattered abroad went 
every where
 preaching the word." That is, literally, "every where they went they preached the word." They were busy making known the good news of the gospel everywhere they went. 
The Lord needs good moral people to show people the reality of serving in the kingdom. These good people would be "the light of the world" which is surrounded with the nefarious works of the prince of darkness, Satan, and light dispels darkness. There is much darkness round about: there is the darkness of ignorance. Most people have no idea what the New Testament teaches; There is also the darkness of evil. Jesus said, "Men love darkness because their deeds are evil." There is the darkness of depression, despair and pessimism. The Lord has need of people who hate darkness and are determined to do all that they can to turn on the light of divine truth. 
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Made to be Sin
B
y 
Doy
 Moyer
Sometimes I am struck with the beauty of a passage while, at the same time, humbled by the fact that its fullness and depth is out of my reach. The passage becomes a never-ending source of thought, ideas, and encouragement.
Such is the case for me with 
2 Corinthians 5:21
 — “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
Who can understand the depths of this? Who can explain all that this passage sums up? I cannot. Even so, I often dwell on it, seeking to know and understand more of what it says. So brief a passage packs more power than I can fathom.
Jesus knew no sin. He was never guilty of sin. One becomes guilty of sin by commission, and Jesus did not commit sin 
(1 Pet 2:22)
. Ever. He was the innocent suffering Servant, a perfect sacrifice with no blemish.
Yet he was “made to be sin.” Given that He was never guilty of sin, we should not think that Jesus, in some way, became “lawlessness” 
(1 John 3:4)
 or fell short of God’s glory (
Rom 3:23)
. While, again, I do not fully understand what or how it all happened, I do not believe we are looking at a concept that turns Jesus into a sinner. I do not pretend to know what all happened on the cross with Jesus. Yet here are some additional thoughts that might shed some light:
“By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh” 
(Rom 8:3)
. Jesus became sin in that He took on the likeness of sinful flesh and, through His life and sacrifice, condemned sin.
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree’— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.” 
(Gal 3:13-14)
In the context of one who is cursed by hanging on a tree, 
Deuteronomy 21:22 
says, “if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree…”
Jesus did not commit any crime punishable by death, yet He still hung on the cross as if He had. The curse here is death, and certainly by looking at Jesus on the cross, any would esteem Him “stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted” 
(Isa 53:4)
. One would see the effects of sin in Jesus hanging on the cross, particularly as His body went limp and He breathed His last.
Ultimately, though, I believe that the phrase (to be sin) means He became our sin sacrifice, an offering made on our behalf in order to display God’s righteousness in bringing about His promises and to provide forgiveness for us that we may be righteous. I find this passage interesting in this light:
In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 
(
Psa
 40:6)
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 Note the phrase, “…sin offering you have not required.” The term here for “sin offering” is the term for an offense, for sin, and is so used in other passages 
(e.g., Ex 32:21, 30-31; 
Psa
 32:1)
. Here, “sin” stands for an offering for sin. I believe that is the essence of what 
2 Corinthians 5:21
 teaches us. Christ is our offering for sin. This agrees with what Peter wrote: “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed” 
(1 Pet 2:24)
.
Yet, what do I really know? As I reflect upon the death and resurrection of Jesus, I find that I know little to nothing, for this is not a plan that I would have ever dreamed up. It is not a display of my wisdom, power, or righteousness. Yet it displays God’s in ways that we can hardly grasp.
Praise God for His wisdom, power, and righteousness. “But we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” 
(1 
Cor
 1:23-24)
.
The point, though, of 
2 Corinthians 5:21
 is not to be a source of theological dispute over matters that we can hardly understand. Rather, it is meant to be an encouragement for being reconciled to God. 
Verse 20
 is an appeal by the apostle, “We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” Then, 
6:1 
is an appeal not to receive God’s grace in vain. While containing some deep theology, the message is meant to be practical. We may never fully understand the depths of what happened on the cross, but what we do know should be sufficient enough to evoke a response of submission to God’s will. Jesus died for us. What will we do now?
______________________________________
Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people. 
         - 
Proverbs 14:34
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Broken Hearts       
By Terry W. Benton
There are so many good things in this world to be thankful for, but because it is a sin-cursed world, the world here cannot be a perfect place, and there is a big chance of experiencing many things that will break your heart. Sin causes death in general. We all die because this is not the place where the tree of life can supply us with on-going life. Sin removed us from the tree of life and the tree of life from us. Besides, sin has ruined the world so that we don't want to stay here forever among the many things that break the heart. Jesus came to give us a message to heal broken hearts. There is good news in the midst of broken hearts that help in the healing. Loss of a child is certainly heart breaking. Loss of
 love, friendship, partnership,
companionship, family, are losses that break the heart. Loss of trust in someone you trusted is painful to the heart, and yet there is something good left in this world. A love that will be an anchor to hold you through the storm. 
Psalm 34:18
 - The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit. 
Psalm 69:20
 - Reproach has broken my heart, And I am full of heaviness; I looked for someone to take pity, but there was none; And for comforters, but I found none
But, he did finally find it in the 
unrelentless
 love of God. From heaviness to comfort from the God of all comfort. Those were not empty words. When his heart was overwhelmed, he knew there was a rock that was higher than himself. David knew a love that would not fail him. The Lord was his shepherd! The Lord would make sure his heart did not lack for a source of comfort. David could surely say that his broken heart in his many losses found a resting place of comfort in God who was His shepherd and refuge. We need to know God that way too!
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HOW WELL DO WE KNOW EACH OTHER?
By 
Gilbert Alexander
Many people in local churches know little or nothing about one another. They 
don't know each other's physical state, spiritual condition, or convictions about 
spiritual things. Too many have walled themselves in and their brethren out, a 
situation common to our times. Sixty years ago, people would go to neighbor's 
house and visit for several hours. They talked about the weather, politics, how 
each was getting along, and religious matters. They knew whether their 
      
neighbors went to church services, where they went if they were "church-goers", 
and what they believed about all sorts of Bible matters. They didn't always visit 
all of their brethren; however, they had much more than a passing acquaintance 
with a number of them. They were not afraid to talk to each 
other about spiritual 
things.
 
We need a return to openness of question-
ing
 and dialogue. These things are necessary to our becoming truly acquainted with one another. Surely this is Biblical behavior. Paul informed his readers about faithful saints and their work, and about unfaithful ones who had given up their sanctification (Rom. 16; 2 Tim. 2:17,18; 4:14). He wanted the brethren to know how he was faring, and he wanted to know how the brethren in various places were faring (Eph. 6:21,22; Phil. 1:27). He sent 
Tychicus
 to 
Colosse
 to inform them of all the news about him, and that 
Tychicus
 might learn of their circumstances and comfort them (Col. 4:6-8). Paul exhorted the saints to know their elders (1 Thess. 5:12). This meant more than just knowing their names; for they were told to esteem the elders highly in love for their work's sake (vs. 13). It was for the safety of the saints that Paul wanted to know how they were faring, and also that his own mind might be set at ease by the assurance of their faithfulness (1 Thess. 2:17 - 3:10).
 
Do we know who needs comfort, who needs companionship, who is drifting away from steadfastness, who is sick, even who is absent from worship at times of assembling? How can we fulfill our duty to our one another without knowing these things? How can elders do their work without knowing these things? How can we "
warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, and be patient with all
" if we are oblivious to each other's condition (1 Thess. 5:14,15)? How can we profit from the good examples of saints in other places if we are not told about their work?  Remember what Paul told the Corinthians about the Macedonians and why he had done so (2 Cor. 8:1-7,24; 9:1-5). Do we know those who teach us as Timothy knew Paul and could, therefore, be assured in faith concerning the things he had been taught (2 Tim. 3:14,15)? Do we know each other as John knew the elect lady and Gaius and rejoiced in their devotion to God and in the fruits of their labors (2 Jn. 1-8; 3 Jn. 1-8)? How well do we know each other? 
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WHAT IS YOUR LIFE?
By 
E.R. Hall, Jr.
 "
For what is your life? It is even as a vapor, that 
appeareth
 for a little time and then 
vanisheth
 away
." (James 4:14). How true that is! How often have you thought of things in the past which you thought were only a couple years ago but it turned out to have been five or six years? Also, it seems the older we get the faster time passes. When we think of our childhood it doesn't seem that long ago. We think of a class reunion which seems that we only graduated five years or so ago, and yet it turns out to be our twentieth or twenty-fifth year reunion. Sometimes it is a little frightening to be made to realize how swiftly our years are passing.
Regardless of peoples' religious or philosophical views, one thing we all can agree on is that our life is going to end one day. Let this cause us to think soberly on ‘what is your life'? We must acknowledge God's Word as the "instruction manual" by which to pattern and put together our lives. It contains "...
all things that pertain unto life
..." (2 Peter 1:3) and it can make us "...
throughly
 furnished unto all good works
." (2 
Timothy 3:16,17).
From its pages we can learn that "...
it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9:27) and that "we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;
 ..." (2 Corinthians 5:10).We must realize that what we do while we are living is the basis on which we will be judged. The rest of 2 Corinthians 5:10 says, "...
that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad
." Some have the idea that judgment is going to have God put all our good we do on one side and all the bad we do on the other side and whichever outweighs will determine the verdict. Not so! Ezekiel 18 :21-32 shows that when a wicked man repents and does the will of God, all his transgressions will not be mentioned unto him. However, if the righteous turns away and sins and does not repent, all the righteousness he has done will not be mentioned. God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked (verse 32) but "
precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints
." (Psalms 116:15).
So, what is your life? Do you know God, have you obeyed the gospel, and living faithful to God's Word? If not, Jesus is coming "
in flaming fire taking vengeance
..." and you "
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power
." (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Only if our life is a life "...
faithful unto death
", then Jesus says, "...
I will give thee a crown of life
." (Revelation 2:10).
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HOW TO BE USELESS AND MISERABLE
By L.R. Hester
Be Self-Centered:
 -- Bestow all your affection and care upon yourself, seek your own happiness and well-being to the point of unconcern for the needs of others. 
Be Demanding Of Others: -- Tell yourself that others are obligated to you, that it is their duty to be concerned about you and look after your best interest, and make no allowance for the least failure on their
 part to discharge this duty. 
Feel Neglected And Become Absorbed In Self-Sympathy: -- Convince yourself completely that other
s do not fulfill their obligat
ions to you, and never allow the least doubt that you are a su
bject of misfortune and pity. 
See Only Good In Yourself And Faults In Others: -- For every attitude and act of unrighteousness on your part, find an excuse to salve your conscience while demanding a
bsolute perfection of others. 
Observe These Rules And You Will Attain To Complete Uselessness And Perfect Misery Forever! 
If, however, your aim is usefulness and happiness, then you must do the exact opposite: "
It is more blessed to give than to receive,
" and remember that selfishness is among man's most soul-condemning blunders. 
_________________________________________
                                              
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
- Proverbs 1:7
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"We Walk By Faith"
B
y James E. Cooper
"Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord - for we walk by faith, not by sight";(2 
Cor
 5:6-7). 
The Bible often uses "walk" as a metaphor for one's
 
manner of conduct. Life is a journey; we are merely "sojourners and pilgrims" here. An old hymn says, "this world is not my home; I'm just a passing through..." In the body we are "absent from the Lord," but like Paul, we "walk by faith..." and "make it our aim to always be well-pleasing" to
 
God (2 Cor. 5:2-9). Our choices are made with respect to things, which are unseen, rather than to those which are seen (cf. 2 Cor. 4:16-18). 
Although we cannot see God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and Heaven with our eyes, we have complete confidence that they are real, and we act accordingly. 
Whether we see or do not see does not alter their nature or importance, nor does it make it improper to act with reference to them. 
Faith enables us to see when the eye cannot. It makes easy the most self-sacrificial service required of us (cf. Abraham, Gen. 22). It enables us to endure sore trials without murmuring. 
When dangers arise, it lights our path and gives us
 
courage. It enables us to overcome doubt and temptations for we believe that "Faith is the victory that overcomes the world!" We do not "walk by sight." One walks by sight when he is motivated only by the approval of other people. He walks by sight when he makes mammon his god...when he lives for getting and hoarding, or spending and squandering...when he estimates worth by wealth, or property. A man walks by sight when he cannot control his appetite or passion; when he cannot put aside things "good for food and pleasant to the eyes" for the sake of tomorrow's sickness, or a life of disgrace; when he finds himself again and again yielding to the same temptation from which he has suffered. Weakly lives and miserably dies the one who is a slave of what his better nature condemns and despises, but to which his fleshly appetite, long made a tyrant by yielding to it, ties and binds him. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Make your plans for our 3rd annual congregational singing.
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."
 - 
Colossians 3:16
Invite your friends and neighbors
)
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Broken Hearts
       
By Terry W. Benton
There are so many good things in this world to be thankful for, but because it is a sin-cursed world, the world here cannot be a perfect place, and there is a big chance of experiencing many things that will break your heart. Sin causes death in general. We all die because this is not the place where the tree of life can supply us with on-going life. Sin removed us from the tree of life and the tree of life from us. Besides, sin has ruined the world so that we don't want to stay here forever among the many things that break the heart. Jesus came to give us a message to heal broken hearts. There is good news in the midst of broken hearts that help in the healing. Loss of a child is certainly heart breaking. Loss of love, friendship, partnership, companionship, family, are losses that break the heart. Loss of trust in someone you trusted is painful to the heart, and yet there is something good left in this world. A love that will be an anchor to hold you through the storm. 
Psalm 34:18
 - The Lord is 
near to those who have 
a broken heart, And saves 
such as have a contrite spirit. 
Psalm 69:20
 - Reproach has 
broken my heart, And I am 
full of heaviness; I looked for 
someone to take pity, but 
there was none; And for 
comforters, but I found none
.
But, he did finally find it in the 
unrelentless
 love of God. From heaviness to comfort from the God of all comfort. Those were not empty words. When his heart was overwhelmed, he knew there was a rock that was higher than himself. David knew a love that would not fail him. The Lord was his shepherd! The Lord would make sure his heart did not lack for a source of comfort. David could surely say that his broken heart in his many losses found a resting place of comfort in God who was His shepherd and refuge. We need to know God that way too!
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Tell The Truth!
B
y Greg 
Gwin
Lying is epidemic in our society. In The Day America Told The Truth, authors Peter Kim and James Patterson report that as many as 90% of all Americans lie regularly. We frequently hear allegations of lying at the highest levels of our government. How does God regard all of this lying? 
"There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers." (Proverbs 6:16-19) "Lying lips are
 
abomination to the Lord: but they that deal truly are his delight." (Proverbs 12:22) 
And, God has plainly told us the result of all 
suchlying
: "A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that 
speaketh
 lies shall not escape." (Proverbs 19:5) 
But, someone objects, my lies are not so serious as
those told by high government officials. Mine are not as bad as those of others who are reported in the news, etc. Theirs are "big" and "black," while mine are "little" and "white." Sorry, that's not how God sees it: "But the fearful, and
 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all
 
liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth
 with fire and brimstone: which is the second death." (Revelation 21:8) 
We must be committed to telling the truth - at all times and in all circumstances. "Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another." (Ephesians 4:25) "Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds." (Colossians 3:9) 
If the previously mentioned report is anywhere 
clos
e to accurate (90% of Americans lie regularly), it means you can scarcely trust 
anyone.Can
 others trust you? Think! 
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FATHERS: PRINCIPLE TRAINERS OF CHILDREN!
By Hiram 
Hutto
"
Children are an heritage of the Lord
" (Ps. 127:3) and as such should be considered gifts from God who have been placed in our hands to mold and fashion into worth-while citizens in his kingdom. Thus is laid on us the responsibility to "
train up a child in the way he should go, and even when he is old he will not depart from it
" (Prov. 22:6). Note the word "
train
." Far too many times this is thought to be accomplished simply by telling how to act, etc. However, even a dictionary recognizes that such is not the case. It says, "to bring to a desired standard of efficiency or condition or behavior, etc. by instruction and practice" 
(Oxford American Dictionary)
.
Telling is definitely important.
 "
These words, which I command thee this day, shall be upon thy heart; thou 
shalt
 teach them diligently to thy children, and 
shalt
 talk of them when thou 
sittest
 in thy house, and when thou 
walkest
 by the way, and when thou 
liest
 down, and when thou 
risest
 up
" (Deut. 6:6-7). But practice and application are also required. This can be seen even in secular matters. One may attend school where he is told the information he needs, but then he needs on-the-job training, and some are hired as trainees. He needs the experience. Churches have training classes in which instruction is given, but training is gained by practice and experience.
This is brought out in the New Testament in Ephesians 6:4. It says, "
And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord
." There are several important points made in this passage:
1. Of utmost importance is the expression "
of the Lord
." This has religious and spiritual application. It is "
the way he should go
" (Prov. 22:6). It is not just nurture and admonition, but is nurture and admonition of the Lord.
2. The synonyms nurture and admonition are not easily defined but most seem to agree that the word "
nurture
" deals with training by act and discipline and the expression "
admonition
" is training by word 
(Expositor's Greek Testament)
. In his discussion of 
paideai
 (nurture) Thayer says: "1. the whole training and education of children (which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and employs for this purpose now commands and admonitions, now re-proof and punishment)."
3. Usually we husbands leave this to mothers, but in doing so we have neglected the fact that the passage explicitly gives this to the father! Thus, it is his responsibility to do the "
nurture and admonition
." He can do this by reading the Bible and Bible stories to and with his children and enabling them to make application of its truth to various aspects of life. He doesn't merely tell them but helps them in preparing their Bible class lessons. He is involved in training them when he sees to it that they go with him to church services and participate as much as possible in its activities. It is his responsibility that they are taught the word of God, to train them in proper behavior, and when needed he is to administer discipline, correction, and punishment, as he "
chastens them betimes
" (Prov. 13:24). If a father is not actively involved in this, he is neglecting his role as father. Thus he is the principal trainer of his children.
 
   >>>
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To be sure, his wife has a part in this. She is told to "
guide
 (or rule, ASV) 
the home
" (1 Tim. 5:14). Nevertheless, "
the husband is the head of the wife as Christ also is head of the church
" (Eph. 5:23). So, in addition to being involved in the actual teaching and training, it is his responsibility and God has given him the authority to see that all such, though done by others, is done properly. The following quotation from the 
Pulpit Commentary
 brings this out very well. In discussing the synonyms "
nurture
" and "
admonition
, it says, "It is difficult (but apparently impossible) to get words in the English language to represent the two words that are in the Greek original. They are in a general way to be distinguished as discipline by power and discipline by reason . . . It is rather all that drilling which a parent gives his children in virtue of the executive (magisterial) power which is placed in him. He has certain rules by which he goes in training his children, and he has got the power to enforce them. He makes them say `grace before meat' that they may learn betimes from whom all table comforts come. He makes them attend to their lessons, that they may know that they have got to work and not be idlers. He makes them be selective as to their companionships, that they may not get out in evil associations. He appoints certain hours for the house, that they may learn order and punctuality. He does not ask them if they will go to church, but he makes them go to church with him. That is the kind of drilling that is meant here, and when it is necessary it must be backed up by chastening, or judicious punishment for good." It is interesting that in discussing admonition it says, "It is not necessary that a parent should always explain to a child the reasons of his procedure. But it is important that, as a rule, children should have explained to them the evil of the course they are asked to avoid, and the advantages of the course they are asked to follow." Again observe that the text places the responsibility to do this on the fathers.
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Immaturity
By Frank 
Himmel
King Ahab had a palace in 
Jezreel
. Next to it was a vineyard owned by 
Naboth
. Ahab wanted that vineyard and offered to buy it,  either with cash or in exchange for another vineyard. But 
Naboth
 did not want to sell. “So Ahab came into his house sullen and vexed . . . and he lay down on his bed and turned away his face and ate no food” (1 Kings21:4).
Poor Ahab! He did not get what he wanted so he pouted like a spoiled child. We read this account and think how silly for a grown man, a king, to act this way. But before we are too quick to condemn Ahab’s childishness, let us take a look at our own.
Have you ever known of brethren who got upset because someone else was called on to do something they wanted to do? Or who placed membership at another church (took their toys and went elsewhere) because some little something did not suit? Or who stayed home because the preacher or elders did not come to visit often enough, or perhaps because of some misunderstanding with another Christian?
Paul said when he became a man he put away childish things (1 Corinthians 13:11). Let us do the same.
_________________________________________
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The wording of this may seem somewhat harsh, but remember the same verse (Eph. 6:4) lets us know that it is to be administered in such a way as not to provoke the children to wrath.
Conclusion: 
It seems fair to say that, in this regard, the Bible shows:
1. Children need the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
2. This involves much more than mere telling; it requires training.
3. God has specifically given this responsibility to fathers.
)
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What Bothers Us More?
By 
Doy
 Moyer
Now 
Eliab
 his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and 
Eliab’s
 anger burned against David and he said, “Why have you come down? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your insolence and the wickedness of your heart; for you have come down in order to see the battle.” But David said, “What have I done now? Was it not just a question?” 
(1 Sam 17:28-29)
David had come out to where the Israelites were stationed as they were facing the Philistines and Goliath. The problem is that the Israelites were just posturing, too afraid to engage the great giant. They put on their battle array and shouted a war cry, but they didn’t actually engage. David’s brothers were among this number, afraid to go out against Goliath. Saul was offering a prize to anyone who would face and defeat Goliath, but none had accepted the challenge. David asked about it: “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?” This caused David’s oldest brother, 
Eliab
, to respond harshly. 
This chapter presents several contrasts. This one is between David and 
Eliab
. David was irritated that an uncircumcised Philistine was defying God’s armies and was ready to act; 
Eliab
 was irritated that David asked about it. Perhaps David’s questions caused 
Eliab
 embarrassment. Perhaps it reminded 
Eliab
 and others how much they were failing in their own faith and courage. 
Eliab
, we recall, was rejected from being anointed by Samuel 
(16:6-7)
. He had impressive enough height and stature, like Saul, but not the inner character that it took to be God’s King. 
Eliab
 is angry at David for questioning the situation that made his brothers look faithless. David wants to do something about the situation, not content that Goliath is going unchallenged, and this makes 
Eliab
 angry enough at David to charge David with wickedness. Wickedness! David is upset that the people are doing nothing but posturing, which was a reflection upon God and His people. Someone was going to be upset. Someone was going to have true, righteous indignation. 
This account should cause us to reflect upon our own attitudes as we live in a world of great challenges to our faith. What incites us to action? Those who defy God and His people, or those who call attention to our posturing and inaction? The world that insults God and maligns His people, or those who challenge us to act from within? 
“Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth?” 
(Gal 4:16) 
Telling the truth can make enemies, even among those who are supposed to be brethren. Even when done in love. Yet the truth still needs to be told, and we still need to consider and accept those challenges to better ourselves, to become more courageous, to be willing to engage as soldiers of Christ in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation by speaking forth God’s message in clarity, conviction, and with grace and wisdom toward outsiders 
(Col 4:2-6)
. 
   >>>
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It seems sometimes that Christians are more motivated to speak up against other Christians who call attention to our errors and the need to faithfully act than they are to speak truth to a world that is continually denying and defying God. Like 
Eliab
 and the rest of Israel at this time, we may indeed fear the ungodly world more than we fear God. This is manifested by our silence in spreading the gospel and our anger at other Christians who are calling on us to act. 
Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 
(
Prov
 27:5-6)
This kind of problem can also show up when new Christians show zeal for the lost, shaming those of us who have been Christians for a while but are content to “go to church” a couple times a week and leave it at that. We need to encourage the zeal, coupled with learning and knowledge, so that even more will be courageous in spreading the truth. And we need to join in the spread of truth to a lost world.
We need to check our attitudes. Are we making a religion that is more focused on our own personal convenience than upon God and others? If we get angry at the brother who asks about what we are doing while we merely posture in battle array toward the world, then our own lack of faith will be on display.  
Are we more like David or 
Eliab
 in this scenario? 
We must do more than put on battle array and shout war 
cries
. We must show our faith and courage, putting our trust in the Lord who truly fights the battles. Let’s thank God for those who call attention to what’s really going on, and then join them in the real fight. 
______________________________________
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No Problem
       
B
y Irvin 
Himmel
When a person is eager to learn the way of salvation and is willing to accept the word of God as the final authority, there is no problem in teaching him what to do to be saved. When differences arise among brethren and all have a humble attitude, and there is a sincere desire for peace and unity, and all parties want to follow God’s word, the settlement is no problem.
When a person genuinely believes that Jesus is the Son of God and wants to yield in submission to Christ, once he is shown the Lord commands baptism for the remission of sins, because he is honest and longs to go to heaven, there is no problem getting him to be baptized.
When a worshiper comes into the assembly with the right attitude of heart, there is no problem if the song leader misses the pitch on one of the hymns or if the building is too warm, or if the janitor has missed some cobwebs over the pulpit.
Many of the problems that arise are the bitter fruit of improper thinking. 
(Rom 12:2)
 
_________________________________________
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He who rebukes a man will find more 
          
favor afterward Than he who flatters 
          
with the tongue. 
- Proverbs 28:23
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DISCOURAGEMENT – THE DEVIL’S TOOL
 
The story tells of a rummage sale being held by the devil. Peter calls him the Christian’s 
adversary and describes him as 
“a roaring lion walking about, seeking whom he may 
devour”
 
1.Pet.5:8
. 
In the story a person comes by and begins to browse through the items the devil has for 
sale. They are the various tools he uses to entice people to follow him instead of the 
Lord. As the browser passes from item, he notices that each device is indeed a clever 
tool to ensnare people. He sees such gimmicks as fame, fortune, pride of life, fleshly lusts of all sorts, and many other devilish instruments. All of them are well used, having been used over the years to turn people away from God, and the devil tells him they are still effective. Of all the tools in the sale the browser notices that one tool is priced much higher than all the rest. The shopper asks why it is priced so high. The devil explains to him that the tool was called “discouragement” and it was priced so high because it was one of his most effective tools in reclaiming Christians.
When one thinks about it, this is probably so. All people become discouraged at times, even the preacher. But some are more easily discouraged than others. Discouragement is a very effective tool to keep a person from ever becoming a Christian. Of
 
times when a person begins to think about becoming a Christian, the devil discourages the person by telling him it is useless to become a Christian since he will never be able to live the life of a Christian anyway.  In many cases this works. Through my years of preaching I have dealt with some who simply were convinced they would never be able to hold out living the Christian life, so they wouldn’t even try. 
If the devil loses the first battle he doesn’t give up. After all, he knows that just because one has become a Christian, all is not lost.  There is still a chance to draw him back into his kingdom, the world. He will do anything necessary to regain the soul of a Christian. He will use the hypocrisy of others, deceptive teachers, difficulties in life, worldly attractions, etc. to cause one to become discouraged and return to the world. The devil knows that if members are not kept stirred up to a fever pitch, some will become discouraged and give up. Others begin to see the attendance and contribution fall, and enthusiasm fading, and they decide to call it quits. Some see members move to other locations and decide the church isn’t going to make it, so they also leave. 
But, if he cannot persuade a person to openly quit, he will use discouragement to render a person worthless to the Lord and His church. Let me give some examples. Teachers in the Bible classes prepare their lessons, and week after week, they teach the scheduled classes. But, those who need it the most fail to show up, or don’t seem to care about their lessons if they are present. At times the teacher may be at fault with his teaching method and the devil uses it to produce discouragement among the students. In this case the teacher may need to change his methods. Others who should be teaching won’t teach. So few respond and improve their lives making it easy for teachers to become discouraged.
When the saints assemble for worship, there are those who will not help sing, especially if the songs are pitched a little low, or too high, or unfamiliar. This discourages the best of song leaders who is doing 
  >>>
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the best he can. Or, one
 
attempts to lead a prayer but makes a
 
mistake. When this happens,
 
these
 
men need some understanding and encouragement. But some just criticize instead. It is no wonder that some will never attempt to develop their talents. They have let others discourage them. 
People sometimes become a source of discouragement by not saying or doing anything at all. How long has it been since you complimented the teacher of your children? When was the last time you told the song leader or the one leading a prayer you appreciate the efforts being put forth? What about the one who keeps the books, making sure the bills are paid on time? What of the ones who clean the building, prepare the communion trays? When was the last time you called and/or visited a member who is weak in the faith? Do you suppose he/she can use some kind, encouraging words? What about the one who is sick in body? Does he/she know you care? Sometimes one becomes a source of discouragement simply by ignoring what needs to be done. What if the situation was reversed and you were the one who needed some kind word or deed? 
Just because I am a preacher doesn’t mean that I am immune to discouragement. I have experienced it but pray that I will not succumb to the devil’s wiles and give up on the Lord. It is difficult not to be discouraged when someone who knows he/she is lost will not respond to the invitation. It is not easy to figure out why some who have been attending services for years, and should know better, suddenly quit. But they do. So often, the only time the preacher gets to hear from someone is when there are complaints or criticisms. When this happens, it is easy to become discouraged. What all of us need to do is make sure we do not become one of the devil’s tools of discouragement. And make sure we do not allow ourselves to be overwhelmed by any of his tools. Read 
1.Thes.5:12-15; Gal.6:9-10
. 
A brief examination. After reading the above article, what is your reaction. There are four types of church members. 1. Those who 
MAKE
 things happen.  2. Those who 
WATCH
 things happen. 3. Those who 
DON’T KNOW
 what is happening. 4. Those who 
CRITICIZE
 what is happening.  Which “type” are you?  
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It is on the inside
"Do not let your adornment be merely outward; arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel; rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God." (1 Pet. 3:3-4)
The world puts emphasis on one's outward appearance. Millions of dollars are spent each year on diet, exercise, clothing, and cosmetics, most of which are designed to improve one's outward appearance. Many of those things are superficial measures to make people appear more beautiful than they really are. It is empty and vain to beautify only the outward person. Prov. 31:30 says, "Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised." 1 Sam. 16:7 says, "...The Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 
_________________________________________
He Lives By Rush and Dash
By J. Randal Matheny'
Man doesn’t live by bread al
one, He lives by rush and dash, 
By tweets and tablets, ear to the phone, 
By credit card, not cash.
Man lives by face in virtual
 book, By moving gifs and text, 
By snaps and 
pics
, and 
Pinterest
 cook, 
And wonders why he’s vexed.
Man lives today for posts from friends, 
For comments, likes, and blogs,
But like the dead of olden trends, 
He goes with them to the dogs.
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Drawing Strength From The Courage Of Others
By Bill Hall
How thankful we should be for wonderful examples of courage that spur us on to greater strength in the Lord's service. Paul was just such an example: "And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear" (Phil. 1: 14). These brethren, formerly timid and reticent, were drawing strength from the courage of Paul. 
Other examples abound. Stephen's plea, "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge," surely had for its source of strength the forgiving spirit of the Lord (Acts 7:60). The 
Thessalonian
 church found a source of strength in the example of the churches in Judea (1 Thess. 2:14). The 
Philippian
 church, a model of courage and conviction, could no doubt trace much of its strength back to the wonderful example of patience and equanimity demonstrated by Paul and Silas while in their midst. The Hebrew Christians were admonished to "remember them that had the rule over you, men that 
spake
 unto you the word of God; and considering the issue of their life, imitate their faith" (Heb. 13:7). 
Christians of this generation are similarly drawing strength from the courage of others. Young men who refuse to miss services of the church to play on a ball team; young women who refuse to be seen in public in scanty attire; businessmen who would lose their jobs rather than compromise their convictions; women who continue to adorn 
themselves in "meek and quiet spirits" whatever the sophisticated world thinks or says of them; sick people who bear their afflictions with patience and faith; elderly people who continue to attend worship when they are hardly able to go anywhere else; dying people who demonstrate how Christians ought to die; all are sources of strength and courage for others as they face similar circumstances. These all share a common spirit with the great characters of the Bible: they see in their temptations, trials, afflictions, and persecutions a special opportunity to be like Christ, to demonstrate their fidelity to Him, and to provide a source of strength for those who might be weak and wavering around them. They seize the opportunity and stand, and all of us are stronger because 
of them. Of these courageous people this world truly is not worthy. Are we, however, to be always on the receiving end of the strength of others? As we draw strength from the courage of others, we must in turn become sources of strength and courage. Others look to us. In the words of Charles Wesley, each of us has a 
"charge to keep," and "God to glorify," a present age to 
serve.
EXAMPLE
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Not a Hoof Left Behind
By Robert Turner
Exodus 7-12 records the efforts of God through 
Moses to persuade the Pharaoh of Egypt to 
release the children of Israel from bondage. As 
that bondage is often used to typify sin, and 
Satan's hold on us, a better understanding of 
that ancient struggle could assist us today. 
Pharaohs heart was stubborn, and the plagues 
of blood, frogs and lice did not move him, but 
when the flies came Pharaoh offered his first 
compromise. "Go ye, sacrifice to your god in the 
land - do it here, no need to leave this land. 
When Moses refused such a suicidal attempt, 
Pharaoh offered his second compromise. "Go, 
only ye shall not go very far away: entreat for 
me". God removed the plague of flies, only to 
have Pharaoh harden his heart and refuse to let 
the people go. So, the cattle murrain, boils, and 
hail came, and the threat of locusts. Then came 
the third effort at compromise. "Go now ye that 
are men," leaving your women, children, and the 
flocks behind. Neither Pharaoh nor Satan let go 
without a struggle, but Moses stood firm, so the 
locusts came; and after that the darkness. Now 
Pharaoh tries one more compromise. "Go ye, 
serve Jehovah; only let your flocks and your 
herds be stayed." Take all to serve God, except 
your material possessions. Perhaps he knew 
their hearts would remain with the possessions 
- or perhaps he sought to deprive them of that 
which they would need to successfully carry out 
their new venture. Whatever: we are doomed to 
failure if we think we can serve God acceptably 
while leaving anything we control in Satan's 
hands. 
But Moses accepted no compromise. "NOT A 
HOOF SHALL BE LEFT BEHIND!' 
We must live in the world, but our citizenship is 
elsewhere. In making the transfer of allegiance, 
when we determined to give up the world and 
give ourselves to the Lord, we should then have 
determined that "Not a hoof shall be left behind." 
We should know that Satan will do all possible 
to convince us that we can serve God "in Egypt" 
or "just a little way out" or compromising for the 
sake of family or possessions. It won't work that 
way. Give Satan a hoof, and he will take leg, 
loin, chuck roast and all.
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Why God Matters
By Steven F. Deaton
Does God matter? Some behave as though He 
does not; living their own way. They curse, drink, 
gossip, lie, cheat, steal, or commit fornication. To 
them, God does not matter. However, logic and the 
Bible, teach that God does matter. 
God matters because He is the Creator. He made 
all things through His Son (Gen. 1: 1; In. 1: 1-3; Col. 1: 16, 17). Being the Creator, He is superior to the creature, man (Gen. 1 :26, 27). He gave man life, breath, and all things (Acts 17:25). He is not only the giver of life, but the sustainer as well (Heb. 1 :2; Acts 14: 17). He matters.
God matters because He is the Judge. God is the 
giver of the law of Christ (In. 16:7-15). All men will 
stand before God and be judged by Jesus Christ 
according to His law (2 Cor. 5: 1 0; In. 5:22; 12:48). 
Hence, God matters. 
God matters because He is God. The very nature 
of God demands the conclusion that He is relevant. 
God is the Almighty (Gen. 17: 1). He knows all 
things and with Him all things are possible (Psa. 
139:7-12; Heb. 4:13; Mk. 14:36). He is self-existent 
and eternal (Ex. 3: 14; Psa. 90:2). The President of 
the United States matters because He is the 
president. The CEO of a company matters to 
people in the company because he is the CEO. The 
God of the universe matters because He is God. 
_________________________________________
GOSPEL MEETING
Speaker – Luther Pratt
November 4-7
Invite your friend and neighbors!
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ON A DAILY BASIS
By 
Bill Hall
A man, asked recently to describe memories of his college days twenty-five years ago, replied, "A few big moments; many goofs, but
, overall, pleasant memories.”
Would these words not describe our memories of life generally? As we recall our years, there are always the "big" moments, the emotional "highs," that we love to relish. Then there are the "goofs," the embarrassing occasions that just keep coming back to haunt us. But, through it all, the pleasant memories sufficiently prevail to enable us to f
eel generally good about life.
But, in reality, success or failure in life is not determined by the "big moments" or "the goofs." We will not be eternally saved on the basis of a few great spiritual achievements or eternally lost on the basis of a few gross mistakes (assuming they have been repented of). Life consists of everyday actions and decisions, and it is these that bring ultimate success or failure, eternal happiness or eternal damnation. "
If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me
" (Luke 9:23).
It is one thing to express concern for our children as we talk of their future spirituality and faithfulness. It is quite another to provide on a daily basis a spiritual atmosphere in the home, a good example of godliness and faithfulness, consistent and loving discipline and a love for God and respect for fellowman that are so essential to the training of our children. It's the little impressions that are made day by day
 that prove to be so decisive.
It is one thing to dream of some day being appointed an elder in the church. It is quite another thing to put forth the effort on a daily basis to learn the scriptures, to develop leadership ability, to grow spiritually, and to live as to gain the confidence of a discerning congregation. One does not qualify for the eldership in one big leap. It co
mes through daily development.
It is one thing to talk a "good line" on priorities. It is quite another thing to put God first on a daily basis. The devil knows so many ways to test our resolve in these realms. Our intentions are good, but, through his subtlety, he has us selling our souls for a mess of pottage or thirty piec
es of silver.
It is one thing to think that we would die for the Lord if our faith were so tested. It is quite another thing truly to live for Him on a daily basis. Egos may be fed on the "big moments," but true spirituality develops through daily prayer
, study and meditation.
Our lesson is this. Set your goals for the future, and set them high. But recognize that it's the little, day-by-day moments, the often forgotten moments, accumulated through the years, that truly shape our destiny. Tomorrow's success depends upon the choices and decisions that are made today. Make them with care.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
REMEMBER OUR G
OSPEL MEETING
November 4-7
Invite your friend and neighbors!
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Attitudes in Bible Study
By Frank 
Himmel
The right motive is essential to profitable Bible study.  We must desire to learn the truth that makes us free (John 8:31-32), to attain the wisdom that leads to salvation in Christ (2 Timothy 3:15).
The right motive is just one aspect of the right attitude in Bible study, however. Consider three other essential components.
Open Mind 
Jesus said of some students in His day, “You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive” (Matthew 13:14, ESV). Their problem was closed minds which made them 
unteachable
. We must not be afraid to admit that we are ignorant or to learn that what we have thought is wrong. We must be willing to accept the truth, along with the changes it requires us to make.
Willingness to Work  
Have you ever said about someone, “I wish I knew the Bible as well as he or she did”? Well, there was probably a time when that person said the same thing about someone else. Then, he started to work. The Bible contains 66 books, 1,189 chapters, over 31,000 verses, or about 800,000 words. Obviously, no one will master all that in a few sessions! It takes work — consistent effort over a long period of time. In fact, even the best Bible students are constantly learning throughout their lives.
The point is, you won’t get much out of Bible study if you don’t put much into it. A hit-and-miss approach yields little. (You can’t learn much about history or science or mathematics or anything else that way, either.)  To thoroughly learn the Bible you have to invest some time and effort. The noble-minded 
Bereans
 “received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily” (Acts 17:11). The blessed man meditates on what he reads (Psalm 1:2).
Expectation of Success 
While learning the Bible might seem overwhelming at the beginning, when we break it down into segments and approach it in a systematic way, it is really not so difficult at all. 
To be sure there are some challenging parts; the Bible says so (2 Peter 3:16). Nevertheless, it promises us that we can understand it (Ephesians 3:4). God commands us to know His will (Ephesians 5:17), and He does not require the impossible. You can learn! Why not get started today?
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Slow Down!
"And He said to them, 'Come 
aside by yourselves to a
     
 
deserted place and rest a
   
 
while.' For there were many 
coming and going, and they did 
not even have time to eat." 
(Mark 6:31) 
In the deep jungles of Africa, a traveler was making a long trek. Coolies had been engaged from a tribe to carry the loads. The first day they marched rapidly and went far. The traveler had high hopes of a speedy journey, but on the second morning these jungle tribesmen refused to move. For some strange reason they just sat and rested. On inquiry as to the reason for this strange behavior, the traveler was informed that they had gone too fast the first day, and that they were now waiting for their souls to catch up with their bodies. (From 
Springs In The Valley
, by 
Lettie
 Cowman, p. 196-197) 
Often, in the mad rush of our hectic, rat-race society we have very little time to enjoy the simple things of life. Our lives seem to be going in all directions with very little time for rest or peace. Perhaps it would be good for us to slow down and let our souls catch up with our bodies. 
_________________________________________
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. - Proverbs 1:7
)
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"By What Authority?"
B
y Lowell 
Blasingame
Authority is defined as legal or rightful power; a right to command or to act; dominion; jurisdiction. When one acts with authority, he does so under jurisdiction or at the authorization of one who has legal or rightful power. When he acts without authority, he lacks these to authorize his acts.
While Jesus was in the temple the chief priests and elders came to him wanting to know by what authority he did his things and who had given this authority. Apparently, they thought they could silence him or destroy his influence by showing that he lacked jurisdiction or legal and rightful power. He responded to their questions with a question and promised an answer when he received one from them. In considering his question they saw that either answer that they might give involved them in an embarrassing situation, so they replied that they could not answer. Jesus then told them that he would not, not that he could not, answer their questions that related to his authority 
(Matt. 21:23-27.)
The need for authority has long been recognized. Along with its need, there must be 
the means for establishing it and there must be respect for it. This is true in the home, 
the school, the state and the church. Failure to respect authority in any of these will 
result in lawlessness, disaster and ruin.
Many have failed to recognize man's need for divine authority in religion. Reliance upon 
self or upon others may be the cause for this. The danger of relying upon self is seen in 
man's inability to direct his steps 
(Jer. 10:23)
, and in his supposing a way is right when 
it leads to death 
(Prov. 14:12)
. The danger of relying upon others is shown in the 
Lord's statement that the doctrines of men render our worship vain 
(Mt. 15:9)
. This 
failure of man to recognize his need for divine authority illustrates that he has failed to 
learn one of the basic Bible lessons governing acceptability with God. Man may go beyond divine jurisdiction but he cannot do so and retain the fellowship of God 
(2 John 9) 
This lesson is taught in many of the examples of the Old Testament. Abel acted by divine authority when he walked by faith 
(Heb. 11:7; Rom. 10:17)
, in offering a sacrifice from his flocks. Cain's substitute was without divine jurisdiction and was rejected. 
Nadab
 and 
Abihu
 acted without divine authority when they offered strange fire, one which God "commanded them not," and were slain for so doing 
(Lev. 10.1-2)
. The priests said to 
Uzzah
, "It 
appertaineth
 not unto, 
Uzzah
, to burn incense unto the Lord…" 
(2 Chron. 26: 16-20)
. 
Uzzah
 may have thought that since this was a good work that he did not need divine authority but when he acted without it, he was smitten with leprosy.
The New Testament equally as well sustains the lesson that man must have and respect divine authority in his religious acts. Jesus taught the lesson in the parable of the wise and foolish builders 
(Mt. 7:24-27). 
The wise man heard and did, thus acted according to divine jurisdiction, whereas the foolish man heard and did not as instructed by divine authority. His house fell. The lesson is simple. When we act by divine authority, we build upon a solid foundation. When we act without it, we invite disaster and ruin.
   >>>
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>>> 
Another thing illustrating man's need for divine authority is the New Testament appeal for unity among followers of Christ. Jesus prayed for it 
(John 17:20-21)
, and Paul plead for it 
(1 Cor. 1:10)
. But unity cannot be attained without a rule and this cannot be had without an authority to establish it. Merchants in our country practice unity in weights and measures. This is accomplished by their abiding by the same rule and there had to be an authority to 
establish what the rule should be. If each merchant relied upon his feelings to determine the measure of a yard or the weight of a pound, unity of practice would not exist among them. To attain unity in religion there also must be a rule and a recognized authority that establishes it. When we accept this and walk by the same rule 
(Phil. 3:16)
, unity will exist. Reject the authority for establishing the rule and religious chaos and ruin will follow.
The final things that we employ to show that man must respect divine authority are the passages in the New Testament that forbid his going beyond, adding or subtracting, or substituting for what God has authorized. Such passages as 
1 Cor. 4:6 RV; 2 John 1: 9; Rev. 22:18-19
 and John 
12:48 
show that if we fail to respect the authority of the Lord's word that we forfeit the fellowship of God and our right to the blessings of the heavenly home. Man must speak as the oracles of God 
(1 Pet. 4:11)
, and he is not at liberty to act in the absence of divine jurisdiction.
Those who scorn the need for divine authority in doctrine and practice overlook one of the basic lessons taught in both the Old and New Testaments. This lesson needs to be learned by our religious neighbors who have inaugurated ways of salvation and practices in worship for which no divine jurisdiction exists. It, also, needs to be learned by our brethren, who seem to have forgotten that we have no legal or rightful power to engage in any practice, regardless of how good the work may appear to be or how great the results accomplished, if there is no divine jurisdiction for the same. To so do is to act without authority and to act without authority is to invite disaster and ruin.
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Raised Before Buried?
By Ronny E. Hinds
I have asked this question before, but I want to ask it again. Did Jesus' resurrection occur before He was buried? Before you think I have completely lost all sense of sanity, you need to understand that millions of people, maybe even you, appear to believe that is what happened. Let me explain.
Romans 6:4 says, "Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." Note the comparison between Christ and us. "That just as Christ...even so we also." What happened to Christ? "Raised from the dead." What parallels that for us? "Walk in newness of life." What events preceded those? For Christ, His burial. For us, baptism. Now if we can have "newness of life" BEFORE baptism, as many teach and believe, then, to maintain the parallel, you must believe Christ was raised before He was buried. "Absurd," you say. I know! That is why I teach baptism is essential to be saved, to become a Christian. 
_________________________________________
Confessing our sin
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9)
The story is told that one day Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, visited a prison and talked with each of the inmates. There were endless tales of innocence, of misunderstood motives, and of exploitation. Finally, the king stopped at the cell of a convict who remained silent. "Well," remarked Frederick, "I suppose you are an innocent victim too?" "No, sir, I'm not," replied the man. "I'm guilty and deserve my punishment." Turning to the warden, the king said, "Here, release this rascal before he corrupts all these fine, innocent people in here!" 
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Why Be Baptized?
If you BELIEVE with all your heart that Jesus is the son of God, (John. 20:30-31; Acts 8:35-39) you should REPENT of your sins, (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30), CONFESS your faith in Christ (Mt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) and BE BAPTIZED for the following reasons:
1. Because God commands it. Acts 10:48
2. To fulfill all righteousness. Mt. 3:15
3. To be a friend of Christ. John 15:14
4. Because you love God. 1 John 5:3; John 14:15
5. Lest you reject the council of God against yourself. Luke 7:30
6. To be born again. John 3:3-5
7. To enter the kingdom. John 3:5
8. For remission (forgiveness) of sins. Acts 2:38
9. To receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Acts 2:38
10. In order to be saved. Mark 16:16
11. To wash away your sins. Acts 22:16
12. To get into the death of Jesus where blood was shed. Rom. 6:3
13. To be buried with Christ. Roman 6:4
14. To be raised with Christ. Rom. 6:4; Col. 3:1; 2:12
15. To rise to walk in the newness of life. Romans 6:4
16. To be a child of God by faith. Galatians 3:26-27
17. To get into the body, which is the Church. 1 Cor. 12:13; Col 1:18
18. To have a good conscience. 1 Peter 3:21
19. To get INTO Christ. Gal. 3:27
20. Because "
baptism doth also now save us
." 1 Peter 3:21
I have given twenty scriptural reasons why a penitent believer should be baptized. Can you think of ONE REASON why he should not be baptized? Ask your preacher if he preaches that people should be baptized for these twenty reasons. If he doesn't, he is a false teacher. Insist that he preach the truth about baptism, because his soul and the souls of those he teaches are at stake.(1 Tim. 4:16) Preachers might make fun of baptism but God's Word will continue to stand. (1 Peter 1:22-25)
.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
He Lives By Rush and Dash
By J. Randal Matheny'
Man doesn’t live by bread alone, He lives by rush and dash,
By tweets and tablets, ear to the phone, By credit card, not cash.
Man lives by face in virtual book, By moving gifs and text,
By snaps and 
pics
, and 
Pinterest
 cook, And wonders why he’s vexed.
Man lives today for posts from friends, For comments, likes, and blogs,
But like the dead of olden trends, He goes with them to the dogs.
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Why Should I Trust
the Bible?
B
y Larry Rouse
We live in a generation that has
   
 scoffed at the idea of any absolute standard of authority. Those who
 
 point to the Bible as containing the answers to the most crucial issues of life are pushed aside as ignorant or naive. If these thoughts are yours, please consider the following points:
1. To determine if the Bible is from God or man is an issue that can be tested and the truth known. I appeal to you to at least read the Bible with an open mind and then test what you read.  This is the appeal of Jesus Christ himself (John 8:32; 7:17).
2. Take the time to consider the 
historical and archeological 
accuracy of the Bible. History 
tells us of many recent scholars, 
such as Sir William Ramsey, who 
because of their archeological 
studies of the Bible lands came 
to respect the Bible as one of the 
most accurate sources of ancient 
history. This tells us that the Bible is no myth but rather was written by men in the times claimed and written in a careful manner.
3. Consider the identity of Jesus Christ - who is He? The appeal of the apostles in the book of Acts is that they witnessed Jesus as one who was raised from the dead (Acts 2:32: 3:14-15; 5:30-32; 10:39-42; 13:27-31). Is this testimony valid? What was the motive of men like the Apostle Paul in making such an abrupt change from persecutor to preacher? History bears testimony that all these witnesses, save one, died a martyr’s death for this truth (1 
Cor
 15:30-32). Did they die for a lie?
4. Finally, consider the powerful evidence of fulfilled prophecy. In the death of Christ there are several detailed accounts of His death hundreds of years before the event (Psalms 22, Isaiah 53). How can this be?
Why not begin your examination of the Bible today?
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Over Invisible Enemy
"Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places." (Eph. 6:11-12) 
Doubled over and choking, they staggered to hospitals by the thousands, crying for help and refuge from a colorless cloud of gas that turned Bhopal, India into a tomb on a terrible December day in 1984. "We have been working nonstop to treat the people and still they are coming," said one volunteer who tried to help doctors and nurses cope with streams of injured at five jammed hospitals. Several thousand died in the accident at the Union Carbide plant, many never fully aware of what hit them. 
No enemy is harder to fight than an invisible one. Believers also face an unseen adversary, who leads the forces arrayed against us in spiritual conflict. Let us be diligent to watch and pray. (
From
 
Bible Illustrator
)
_________________________________________
Remember our 
online Bible 
c
orrespondence 
course
www.chapmanhwychurchofchrist.com
)
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A Richly Blessed Family
B
y Bill Hall
"Pity the Smith family. Poor things, they have to keep the preacher every time the church plans a meeting. And Christians are always stopping in at their place. And they are about the only people in the church that ever invite people in af
ter services. I just wouldn't put up with it myself. 
..."
Spare your pity! The Smiths are a richly blessed family. Oh, occasionally they entertain some ungrateful scoundrel, but the blessings of hos
pitality far outweigh the problems.
The Bible speaks of some wonder
fully blessed people along these lines. For instance, we do not pity Mary and Martha for "having" to have Jesus in their home; we pity those who, not wanting Jesus, were deprived of this blessing. We do not pity Mary the mother of John Mark, in whose home 
"many were gathered together praying;" 
we pity those homes where Christians never assemble for Bible study and prayer. We do not pity Philemon who was to prepare Paul a lodging; we would love to have Paul as a guest in our home. Christians need to learn the joy and blessings which come to those who are hospitable.
"We are hospitable," someone says; "we often have friends 
from church in our home for get 
togethers
 and par
ties." That's fine! We encourage this! But Bible hospitality goes be
yond having 
friends
 in for an evening which is at least partially for our own 
selfish
 enjoyment. 
"I
 
was a stranger, and ye took me in," 
Jesus will say in the judgment 
(Matt. 25:35). 
Gaius was commended for helping "brethren" and "strangers" who were traveling for the Lord's name's sake, and was told by John, 
"whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a g
odly sort, thou 
shalt
 do well" 
(3 John 5-7)
. 
Further, the Bible teaches that we become partakers in 
evil
 deeds of 
false
 teachers when we receive them into our houses 
(2 John 9-11).
 But does this not infer that we become partakers in the 
good
 deeds of 
faithful
 teachers when we show them hospitality?
A Christian will want to make friends with other Christians, and consequently will plan enjoyable evenings with close friends in his home. But the hospitable Christian will also use his home for conducting Bible classes, entertaining visiting preachers and other workers for the Lord, getting acquainted with newcomers in the church, comforting the be
reaved and troubled, and for every good work.
Our homes are blessings from the Lord. We must not use them selfishly, but rather to His glory. The result will be an occasional scratch on a chair, or a stain on the carpet, or a chipped glass — really a small price to pay, though, for the warmth that comes to the home from new friends, good influences, rich Bible discussions, participation in the Lord's work, and the satisfaction of knowing that one is pleasing God and preparing himself for eternity. No, it's not the Smiths whom we pity; it's those who do not know the joy of hospitality.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
And concerning the brotherly love, ye have no need of my writing to you, for ye yourselves are God-taught to love one another, - I Thessalonians 4:9 
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Is God The Author
Of Confusion?
By Leslie G. Thomas
Let us suppose that an evangelist comes to our 
community to conduct a religious meeting and 
proceeds as follows: 
At the first service, he preaches that salvation is 
by faith only; but at the next he contends that it 
is by faith exercised in obedience to the gospel, 
rather than by faith alone. 
At the third service he tells people that they 
ought to baptize their babies; but at the fourth 
service, he says that penitent believers are the 
only scriptural subjects for baptism. 
At the fifth service, he preaches once in grace, 
always in grace, but at the sixth, he tells the 
people it is possible for them to fall from grace, 
that some have fallen, and that the Bible tells 
them how to keep from falling. 
At the seventh service he teaches it is all right to 
have human creeds; but at the eighth he 
declares that we should take the Bible as our 
only guide in religion. 
No thoughtful person would continue to listen to 
one preacher preaching like that, but the 
majority of people are perfectly willing for eight 
different preachers to preach these conflicting 
ideas. They say that if one man should preach 
that way, he would contradict himself and be 
inconsistent. But what kind of God do they 
suppose we have if He endorses all these 
conflicting doctrines and has sent out these 
preachers to present them? 
________________________________________
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Think About It
By S
. 
Kilpatrick
Watch your thoughts; They become words. 
Watch your words; They become actions
. 
Watch your actions; They become habits. 
Watch your habits; They become character. 
Watch your character; It becomes your destiny
. 
What starts out as a simple thought may ultimately 
determine our destiny, even our eternal destiny. 
The writer of the above statement must have heard 
or read the words of Solomon found in Proverbs 
23:47, "As a man thinks in his heart, so is he."
Our thoughts reflect the person we really are. If we 
have thoughts which are hateful
, 
they will manifest 
themselves as words-actions-habits
. 
If, however, 
we fill our hearts with positive things, can anything 
but good actions result? 
Paul summed it up rightly when he wrote in 
Philippians 4:8, "Finally brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable, if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy; think about 
such things." 
Think about "these things," if we occupy our time on 
thoughts concerning "these things," it cannot help 
but result in an eternal destiny with God the Father
. 
WE ARE WHAT WE THINK! 
_________________________________________
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DO YOU STUDY YOUR BIBLE?
According to the 2014 "The State of the Bible" report by 
Barna
 Group and 
American Bible Society, a majority of U
.
S. adults (81 
%) 
said they consider 
themselves highly, moderately or somewhat knowledgeable about the Bible. 
Yet less than half (43%) were able to name the first five books of the Bible ... 
only half knew that John the Baptist was not one of the 12 apostles. Although 
most people own a Bible, just a little over a third (37%) of Americans read the 
Bible once a week or more. Over a quarter (26%) of Americans never read 
the Bible
. 
- via The Christian Post, 
6/16/14 
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A Godly View of Sin
      
                                                                                                                          
By Sewell Hall
 
“What happened to sin?" This question, occasionally asked these days, can be answered with another question: "Whatever happened to God?” When people lose sight of God, sin cannot be far behind. 
The World's View Of Sin: 
-- Worldly people usually have in mind some vague definition of sin. In their view murder is sin because it hurts other people. If you asked the average person to name a sinner, he might well name Saddam Hussein; look how many people he has hurt! On the other hand a psychology professor I knew insisted that sexual relations between two unmarried consenting adults is no more than a handshake if no one gets hurt.
Some take another step to call things sin if they hurt the one who does them. These days some people think of smoking as sinful because it harms the body. At the same time, drunkenness is winked at as long as one does not harm himself or drive under the influence. 
Things may be thought sinful once they become socially unacceptable; speaking against homosexuality is just about the most heinous sin some people can imagine. Illegal things are considered sinful if one is caught and, if not, they become clever. And, of course, anything that makes you feel bad about yourself is probably a sin for you. 
Notice that all of these involve horizontal relationships. Sin is defined in purely human terms. The only authority acknowledged is human authority. The guilt or innocence of any action is judged by its visible and foreseeable effect on people here and now. God is not in the picture. 
The Godly View:
 -- As godliness is defined, however, everything is judged in reference to God. The word sin, as used in the Bible, is "missing the mark." Crime is missing the mark set by men: sin is missing the mark set by God (1 Jn. 3:4). Murder is sin, not because it is illegal or because it hurts someone but because God has forbidden it. The mark God has set may be missed by going beyond it (1 
Jn
 5:17; 2 Jn. 9) of by coming short of it (Jas. 4:17; Rom. 3:23). 
The act by which "sin entered into the world" (Rom. 5:12) was an act that few people in our godless age would call sin. In fact, I am asked sometimes, "What do you think that Adam and Eve really did?" Well, what they really did was eat a piece of fruit (Gen. 3:6), and it was sin because God had forbidden it. Whether men see anything wrong in their action is beside the point. 
When God told Abraham to offer his son on an altar (Gen.  22:2), he would have sinned if he had failed to obey. His faith was demonstrated in his willingness to do what God said, regardless of his own human sense of right and wrong. 
Fornication, idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, covetousness, drunkenness, and extortion were socially acceptable in Corinth, but the Holy Spirit through Paul insisted that those practicing such things would not "inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9,10). "Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience" (Eph. 5:6).
 
                                     >>>
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Even worship can be sin if it is not what God desires (Matt. 7:21-23), and a failure to worship is also sin (Jas. 4:17). 
God And Sin: -- Once God is brought into the picture it becomes clear that sin is man's greatest problem. "For the wrath of God is revealed form heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men..." 
(Rom. 1:18)
. What man on his own can escape the wrath of God? Since sin is an offense against God, only God can forgive it. And forgiving sin is not easy even for God. It cost Him the life of His Son. 
The just penalty attached to sin by a just God is death; consequently, justice demands that the penalty be paid if sins are to be forgiven. If the sinner paid it he would be forever separated from God. But "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" 
(Jn. 3:16)
. He allowed His Son to be "cut off out of the land of the living for the transgression of My people, to whom the stroke was due" 
(Isa. 53:8)
.
Whenever we are tempted to sin, even in ways that the world considers innocent, we should ask with Joseph, "How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?" (Gen. 39:9). And when even the world pronounces us guilty, we still must confess to God along with David, "Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight..." 
(Psa. 51:4)
. 
________________________________________
For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
                    
- II Corinthians 6:2
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Following Jesus is not Easy
       
By Jonathan 
Perz
Anyone who pretends following Jesus is easy is tragically mistaken. It is war and the first front of that war is one of the most brutal. To do the will of God, we must fight and win battle after battle over the voracious and sinful appetites of our flesh. As long as our spirits dwell within our fleshly bodies, the war between spirit and flesh will rage on. The enemy will keep attacking and we must continue fighting and resisting. 
At times, it will seem futile, we will tire of fighting against temptation and we will want to surrender. Much like the Israelites of old, we will wonder why God dragged us out into this dry and barren wilderness to die when turning back to Egypt—even as a slave—seems so easy and comfortable. We will lose battles to temptation. We will succumb to sin. We will feel like giving up the fight and giving in to sin, becoming its slave, will be a reprieve. 
This is when we must remember Christ. Christ died to free us from that slavery. He is our strength in the struggle. He gives us the will and wisdom to win. He makes us more than conquerors. He empowers us against our adversary. He shows us the way of escape and gives us victory. He gives us grace over death when sin wins the day. But we must continue to choose Him over our flesh. We must remember and choose His will over our own will. We must love Him more than sin. We must continue to fight! Why? Because Jesus fought and died for us! He fights for us even today!
Ephesians 6:10–13 (NKJV): “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”
Read Romans, chapters 6-8, also.
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When God Thinks of the church of Christ... 
   
By Gardner Hall
When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of saved individuals (Acts 20:28). When men think of the Church of Christ they think of parties, either a broad conglomeration of alliances such as the "one cup Church of Christ," "liberal Church of Christ," "conservative Church of Christ," etc. or one of
 those parties individually.
When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of a number of individuals unknown to men (2 Tim. 2:19). When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of a loose association of local churches whose numbers can be approximated, for example 1,260,838 in the United States according to Mac Lynn’s 1994 directory. Perhaps they will focus more on the numbers given for a more narrow association of churches ("non institutional," "
one cup," "no class", etc.).
When God thinks of the church of Christ, He sees an indivisible body composed of individuals with different levels of spiritual growth (1 Cor. 1:13; 2 Peter 3:18, Rev. 2,3). When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of a group of local churches that has divided through the years over issues such as instrumental music, 
premillennialism
 and institutionalism. They say that the "next thing that will divide the church" (the conservative alliance, or collection of churches) will be the marriage, d
ivorce and remarriage issue.
When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of those growing in Him with obedient hearts in spite of imperfections (John 17:6). When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of those who conform to unwritten creeds composed of doctrines that "leaders" ha
ve declared to be essential.
When God thinks of leaders in the church of Christ, He thinks of spiritually poverty stricken servants, who are "last" in the minds of men and yet whose quiet examples transform others (Matt. 5:3,16;19:30; 20:25-28). When men think of leaders in the Church of Christ, they think of editors of papers, leaders in colleges or well known preachers
 who hold many gospel meetings.
When God thinks of the Savior of the Church, He thinks only of His Son, Jesus Christ. When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of an alliance of local churches that David Lipscomb "saved" from the Missionary Society, Foy E. Wallace "saved" from 
premillennialism
 and other leading editors have
 "saved" from other dangers.
When God thinks of where to find the church of Christ, He thinks of the hearts of men (1 Samuel 16:7). When men think of where to find the Church of Christ, they think of chur
ch directories.
When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of those who have responded to the spiritual attraction for those who are of good ground - the gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16; 1 Cor. 2:2). When men think of the church of Christ, they think of an alliance or movement that itself is the primary attraction t
o those who are of good ground.
When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of a glorious body of saved individuals who are allowing themselves to be transformed into the image of His Son, in spite of the wrangling and political maneuvering of men (Eph. 5:25,26; 2 Cor. 3:18). When men think of the Church of Christ, they either think of a religious movement that has fragmented itself into dozens of warring factions, each claiming to "have" the truth on dozens of difficult issues, or they think of one of the factions.
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Good things to think about!
"Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy; meditate on these things." (Phil. 4:8)
Some good things to think about: 
The greatest handicap
- FEAR 
-
The best day
- TODAY 
-
Hardest thing to do
- TO BEGIN 
-
Easiest thing to do
- FIND FAULT 
-
Most useless asset
- PRIDE 
-
Most useful asset
- HUMILITY 
-
The greatest mistake
- GIVING UP
 -
The greatest stumbling block
- EGOTISM 
-
The greatest comfort
- WORK WELL DONE 
-
Most disagreeable person
- THE COMPLAINER 
-
Worst bankruptcy
- LOSS OF ENTHUSIASM
 -
Greatest need
- COMMON SENSE 
-
Meanest feeling
- REGRET AT ANOTHER'S SUCCESS 
-
Best gift
- FORGIVENESS
 -
The hardest and most painful to accept
- DEFEAT
-
The greatest moment
- DEATH 
-
The greatest knowledge
- GOD 
-
The greatest thing
- LOVE 
-
The greatest success in the world
- PEACE OF MIND -
     - Author Unknown
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"Blessed Are the Meek"
    
B
y Greg 
Gwin
P
eople generally have the idea that a "meek" individual is one that is extremely quiet,  withdrawn, timid, and one who finds it very difficult to be confrontational or straightforward. It is thought that it would be hard for a "meek" person to hold or defend a strong opinion or conviction. Even modern dictionaries define this characteristic as "unduly patient or submissive; spiritless." Such definitions miss the mark.
Jesus was described as "meek" (Matthew 21:5), yet He never hesitated to express the truth. His strong rebukes of the hypocritical Pharisees (Matthew 23) certainly show Him as bold, courageous, and confrontational. Moses was said to have been "very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth" (Numbers 12:3). But we well remember how he boldly demanded the freedom of the Israelites from Pharaoh and ultimately led the people out of bondage. Do you begin to see that Biblical usage of the work "meek" is far different than the modern concept?
W.E. Vine says: "The meaning of '
prautes
' is not ready expressed in English, for the terms meekness, mildness, commonly used, suggest weakness and pusillanimity to a greater or less extent, whereas '
prautes
' is nothing of the kind . The common assumption is that when a man is meek it is because he cannot help himself; but the Lord was 'meek' because he had the infinite resources of God at His command. Described negatively, meekness is the opposite of self-assertiveness and self-interest; it is equanimity of spirit that is neither elated nor cast down, simply because it is not occupied with self at all" (Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, p. 738)
"Meekness" is one of the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23). We need it! Let's be sure that we are "showing all meekness to all men" (Titus 3:2).
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THE CHURCH'S PURPOSE
By 
Bill Hall
What is the purpose of the Lord's church? Is it to eradicate poverty, disease, social injustice, illiteracy from among men? Is it to bring about a cessation of war and conflict? Is it to campaign for a temptation-free society for Christians to live in?
If the church had as one of its great goals the eradication of disease, the Lord could have easily equipped it to accomplish that goal. Could not the same power that enabled one blind man to see have enabled all blind man to see; that enabled one lame man to walk have enabled all lame people to walk; that cured many people of varied diseases have cured all people of all diseases? And could not this same power have been given to the church in all generations?
If the church has as one of its great goals the eradication of poverty, the Lord could have easily equipped it to accomplish this purpose. After all, He fed the five thousand with five loaves and two fishes. He similarly fed four thousand on another occasion. Could not He who did these marvelous works have enabled His church in all generations to feed, clothe, and shelter the impoverished masses of the world through miraculous powers?
If the Lord had wanted His church to become a lobbyist group to apply political pressure toward a temptation and persecution free society in which to live, He would have given instructions in that direction. He did not even lead His church into a direct effort to destroy slavery, but taught the Christian slave to be a better slave and the Christian master to treat his slaves as he would have his heavenly Master treat him (Col. 3:22-4:1).
The church's purpose is to save souls and prepare people for eternity - It holds out to the impoverished the hope of some day walking a street of gold; to the suffering a time when there will be no pain; to the sorrowing a moment when "
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes
." It tells the tempted and persecuted that there is value in these afflictions, that the testing of their faith is "
more precious than of gold
," and to rejoice - It tells all to live godly lives in whatever environment they find themselves. It seeks to change people through the power of the gospel, not society through the coercion of legislators - Its weapons "
are not carnal, but are mighty through God
." Its motivating theme: "
For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
"
When churches become involved in hospital and health clinic work, or when they build schools for the education of their children, or when they see as one of their great missions to provide for the world's poverty, or when they feel obligated to create social upheaval and campaign for human rights, or when they feel called upon to express their views on the government's use of nuclear armaments or whatever, they have a distorted view of the purpose of the church.
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"Just As I Am"
B
y Frank 
Himmel
The song Just As I Am is perhaps the most commonly used invitation song. The idea in the song is that we cannot make ourselves right with God on our own; apart from Jesus’ blood we have no hope. That is precisely the New Testament picture (Eph. 2:8-9; Tit. 3:5; etc.).
I fear, however, that some folks have an erroneous idea about Jesus saving us “just as we are.” They seem to think that He saves us without any change in our conduct. That is opposite to the New Testament picture.
Jesus’ charge to the apostles was “that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations”  (
Lk
. 24:47). Forgiveness is extended to those willing to abandon sinful conduct, not to those who insist on continuing in it.
Paul wrote to the Corinthian Christians, “Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you…”  (1 Cor. 6:9-10). He did not say such are some of you, but such were. They changed their conduct in connection with being washed, sanctified, and justified (v. 11).
“Just as I am,” if referring to our own helplessness, is a comforting sentiment. But to suggest it means salvation without repentance is to hold out false hope.
______________________________________
CLEANLINESS, GODLINESS?
By 
David Lipscomb
For a parent to require a child to wash his face and keep his body clean and not require him to learn and obey the Bible, is to teach him the body is worth more than a pure heart and clean spirit. For a parent to require a child to learn spelling and reading and not require him to study the Bible is to teach him that it is much more important to be qualified to live in this world than to be fitted to live in heaven.
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Let The Bible Be Your Guide
By 
Aude
 McKee
We have nothing to offer but the word of God. We have no Catechism, no Manual, no Confession of Faith; in short, no creed book of any kind but the Bible. If someone were to ask a member of the church, “What do you believe?” he would hand him a copy of the Bible! If the question were more specific, then the Bible would be opened to those passages that deal with that particular problem.
Our plea to each of you is, let the Bible be your guide. There probably has never been a time in modern history when the need for a return to the Bible has been more critical. There is religious division on every hand. Confusion abounds and honest, sincere people don’t know which way to turn. A prophet in the Old Testament cried, “O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that 
walketh
 to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). Man can fly to the moon and walk on the ocean floor, but he lacks the ability to find his way to heaven. How desperately we need to open our Bibles and let the Lord tell us what is right.
It would be incorrect to say that the Bible is a guide. The reason?
 
The Bible is THE guide! There is no other! 2 Tim. 3:16-17 tells us that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” This passage either states the truth or it does not. If it does not, then the Bible is not reliable. If it does state the truth, then the Bible is all any person needs to go to heaven because it will make him perfect and completely furnish him to all good works!
And so we plead, let the Bible be YOUR guide.
.
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Crucified With Christ 
H.E. Phillips
Frequently we all wonder what good we can do for Christ, what good we can be to the church and how Christ can use us. We all become discouraged at times and feel like quitting the race because our goal seems too far away and too hard to attain. But let us take courage in the fact that Christ can use each of us to accomplish his will if we will give ourselves completely to him, body, soul and spirit. The Lord does not compel any of us to work in his kingdom; it must be a willing and voluntary service on our part in every respect.
"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth
 in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me" (
Gal. 2:20
). At least three things are stated in this passage by which we are enabled to be of use to the Master in the way that pleases him. These are:
1. 
I am crucified with Christ
. Christ cannot use anyone who persists in living the old sinful life. We must become dead to sin before we can be made alive in Christ. Christ was crucified. Paul had just said he was dead: through the law he was dead to the law (vs. 19). By the fulfillment of the law by Christ, Paul was dead to the law and sin. He had been made alive through the gospel. He had been crucified: suffered death like Christ had died, yet he lived. His death was not physical; he had died to worldly things and sin, as well as to the works of the law of Moses. Before Christ can use you, you must become dead to the old life of sin. "Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin" (Rom. 6:6).
2. 
But Christ 
liveth
 in me.
 Even though one may be dead to sin, he cannot be used by Christ unless Christ lives in that person. Paul said he was dead, yet he lived. Then he explains that it was not he that lived but Christ that lived in him. The effects of Christ's death on the cross had made Paul dead to the sinful life he lived before. Now this new life he had was by Christ, thus Christ lived in him. This signified that the word and influence of Christ dwelt in the heart of Paul and completely governed his life in thought, word and deed. Christ was the only source of this life by which Paul now lived. "In him was life; and the life was the light of men" (
John 1:4
). "For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself
.
(
John 5:26
). Jesus said, " . . . I am come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly" (
John 10:10
). From these statements by John we know that Christ is the source of this new life. It is proper to speak of Christ as living in the one who is enjoying this new life that comes from him. Before Christ can use you, you must let him be the
 
guiding force in your life. This is done, of course, by his word in the New Testament. You must be dead to the old life of sin and disobedience and let Christ rule your new life in him.
   >>>
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>>> 3. 
I live by the faith of the Son of God.
 The one who lives by faith lives as faith directs. It is not possible for one to please God without faith (
Heb. 11:6
). Faith is a condition of the mind that trusts in the Lord and responds completely to his will. The gospel is called "the faith" because it is the power that directs our obedience (
Jude 3
). Before we can walk by faith God must have spoken to us through His word (
Rom. 10:17
). Anything religious that is not done according to God's word is sinful; the doer cannot please God without faith (
Heb. 11:6
). One must live by faith before he can be used by Christ in his kingdom.
Pertinent to salvation and usefulness in the church of our Lord is one's willingness to die to sin and allow Christ to live in him by obeying the faith. Some wonder why they are never able to make progress in converting souls to Christ. Perhaps it is because they have never really died to sin. Perhaps they love the things of the world to the extent that Christ cannot enter their lives. Or perhaps it is because they refuse to allow the faith, which is the gospel, the word of God, to be the exclusive guiding principle in all that they think, say and do.
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Too Much?
Some brethren said to brother J. D. 
Tant
, who was a widely known gospel preacher in the southwest many years ago, “We would like to have a meeting, but just aren’t able.”  He made them a proposition: “Brethren, every time you buy a sack of tobacco or a plug to chew, put the same amount of money in the treasury and save it for the meeting next year.  I will take whatever you save up and be satisfied with it.”  The brethren were elated and said they would let him know.  They got off, did some figuring, came back and pointedly informed him that they could not possibly do it with a clear conscience, because, “No preacher is worth that kind of money.”
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A few complain that physical handicaps keep them from being of service to Christ. They are crippled, can not talk, poor, but look what Christ did with a few poor fishermen! Some do nothing because they do not have the talents they think some others have. Christ does not need mental giants to do his will. He can use only those who have died to sin and are living according to his word. A humble, consecrated life is a powerful instrument for the Lord to use in converting men and women to his will. Search your own life and see if your failures may not be due to the fact that you have not really surrendered yourself to him in all things. Let us awake out of sleep and let Christ reign in our lives instead of letting sin reign in our bodies.
We can be sure that Christ will supply what we lack in ability if only we will do our best according to his word. So many today are eager to do something "for Christ," but the idea of doing what he requires of us only by faith: doing only what is revealed in the New Testament, seems never to have occurred to the masses. Christ can use only those who will walk by faith.
Paul said we are baptized into the death of Christ, and as he was raised up from the dead, "even so we also should walk in newness of life" (
Rom.6:4
). We then become dead to sin and are buried by baptism to be raised to the new life. This is when we become the servants of righteousness. This is when we are made free from sin (
Rom. 6:17-18
). By living a life of faith we become useful to Christ in accomplishing his will to save the lost.
___________________________________________________________________________________
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What Will Your Children Remember?
B
y Lowell 
Blasingame
The Psalmist said that a man's children are "a heritage of the Lord," 
(Psa. 127:4)
. Most admit that there is something badly wrong with parents who do not love and value their children as such.
Parental love motivates us to be concerned about our children's welfare and seek what is best for them. We try to train them to eat properly so they will develop strong healthy bodies. We warn and advise against dangers of which they are not aware. We make decisions for them until we think they are mature enough to make their own.
Unfortunately, parents often fail their children in the most important area of all in life - the need for seeking first the kingdom of God 
(Mt. 6:33)
. I once visited with a father and tried to impress upon him this need. His response to me was that when he was a child his mother made him get up on Sundays and go to the little church in the community where they lived and he made up his mind then that when he became a man of his own, that he wouldn't go until he wanted to go. This man later in life came to recognize that need and obeyed the gospel but his son, who was in his formative years when I talked with his father and needed a father's example, didn't get such then and today is not a Christian. Fathers are admonished to bring up their children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord," 
(Eph. 6:4)
. Timothy's unfeigned faith is attributed to the example of a godly mother and grandmother 
(2 Tim. 1:5)
. On the other hand, of 
Ahaziah
 it is said, "For his mother was his counselor to do wickedly" 
(2 Chron. 22:3)
.
Jeremiah made an observation about his generation that its sin was written with a pen of iron and the point of a diamond upon the table of their heart and horns of their altars, "Whilst their children remember their altars and their grooves by the green trees upon the high hills," 
(Jer. 17:1-2)
. Judah's example was imprinting the future of their children - it was being decided by what they remembered from the example of their forefathers.
Statistics recently released from a study made reveal the tremendous impact of parental example in the lives of their children. It was learned that children growing up in homes whose parents actively participated in the work of the local congregation had a tendency to be more active in the work of the congregation when they became adults than those whose parents manifest little or no interest in the work of the church. In fact, very rarely did parents who spasmodically attended and took no part in the work of the congregation have children to become active members when they became adults. They exhibited the same undependable traits that their parents did.
I can conceive of nothing more heart rending than for one seeing his child condemned in the day of judgment and know that he had influenced his child in the wrong way. Jeremiah said that Judah's children would remember her altars and groves. His point was that their idolatry would influence their children to serve idols and incur the wrath of Jehovah and that they were partially responsible for it by their examples.
   >>>
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>>> 
What will your children remember? Will it be that you never obeyed the gospel, or that you turned back and ceased to serve the Lord, or that you constantly complained and found fault with your brethren in the Lord? Will they remember that you could sit on a backless bleacher for a two to three hour ballgame or in a boat fishing, but that an hour on a bench in the church building had your back killing you? Will they remember that you skipped services when kinfolks came, or for a golf tournament, or for the opening day of deer season? Will they remember that you bought the best with which to golf, hunt or fish, that the price of gasoline, motels and food never kept you from Mountain View, Pigeon Forge or the beach, but you never could drive fifty or a hundred miles to worship with brethren and encourage them in a gospel meeting? Will they remember that you were always early for the movie, first at the picnic and in the stands before the first pitch of the ball game, but that you never seemed to be able to get to worship services before the singing had started?
Remembering you will be a major factor in imprinting the lives of your children and grandchildren, is this what you want?
"Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after. Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid" 
(1 Tim. 5:24-25).
________________________________________
Glorify Jesus
"We do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord ... " (2 Cor. 4:5) 
Two guest speakers were asked to speak to a 
student body regarding Abraham Lincoln. After 
the first speech, the unanimous consensus of 
the student body was, "Our speaker was a great 
speaker." After the second speech, the 
consensus was, "Abraham Lincoln was a great 
man." We ask, 'Which one did his job?" 
Let us not exalt or glorify ourselves in our 
preaching, but the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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NOT MINE TO GIVE
By Bryan Matthew 
Dockens
Working at Albertsons as a teenager, my job was to 
bag the customer's groceries, then walk her out, 
and load the purchases into her car. On one 
occasion, as I emptied the cart, I noticed an unpaid- 
for baggy of sprouts beneath the purchases, 
previously overlooked by the customer, the 
checker, and myself. I'm sure it was a mistake; I 
don't think she meant to conceal them. However, 
when I brought them to her attention, she 
reluctantly asked if she could keep them since it 
had not been intentional and it was such a low value item. If they had belonged to me, I would gladly have given the sprouts to this lady, but they 
were not mine to give. 
Teaching the gospel, I am often engaged by students with inquiries about friends, family, and various loved ones who are or were such 
upstanding persons, but never obeyed the simple gospel as revealed on the pages of God's Word. Won't these decent fellows be saved, too? I 
wish I could say so; I really do, but that is not mine to give. 
Christ Jesus is "the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him" (Hebrews 5:9). As salvation's 
"author", Jesus is its writer and originator. None other may claim authority over salvation, but Him. And that salvation which He offers, He provides to the obedient, specifically - none others. "The gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" 
(Romans 6:23). Eternal life may not be given by 
any other. It is God's gift to give, not man's. 
Trust no preacher who would give God's gift of 
salvation to those to whom God did not give it. 
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You Can Understand the Bible for Yourself
 
B
y Phillip Mullins
One 
 
of the greatest 
 
misconceptions 
 
about the 
Bible  is  that it  is  a locked  
book. The 
 
average 
p
erson
 
 
 
is 
   
believed
 
 
  
to 
  
be 
  shut   out   from comprehending its 
message.
 
 It is thought 
 
to be too mysteriou
s, too difficult for the common 
man or woman to understand.
Nothing could be further from the truth. 
The apostle Paul was one of the 
individuals who was chosen to write down th
e message of Christ for the New 
Testament. The word of Christ was revealed 
to Paul by the Holy Spirit. The 
gospel had been hidden for years like 
a mystery, but it was now being 
unveiled for all to see and know. Speaking 
of the gospel, Paul wrote, "how 
that by revelation He made known to me the 
mystery (as I wrote before in a 
few words, by which when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ)," (Ephesians 3:3-4).
The Bible was not written to stump m
an or frustrate him in any way. 
Certainly there are sections of it that are 
challenging and even parts that 
leave most of us at a loss as to what it is about. Yet, the vast majority of
what is found in the Bible is understandable for anyone.
God's supreme intelligence makes the Bible 
understandable. He knows how we 
reason and communicate and He has construct
ed it in such a way that we can 
comprehend it. It is filled with narrati
ve, illustrations, and colorful 
language that makes it easier for us to relat
e to what is being said. Though 
He is so far above us, God has always been 
able to connect with man if man 
was willing to listen.
You don't have to have some special teach
er to unlock the secrets of the 
Bible for you. You may benefit from another's assis
tance, but you can read 
the Bible for yourself. You do, however, ha
ve to make an effort and invest 
some time into studying the Bible in order 
to understand it. Like learning 
anything new, you will struggle at first
. Yet, if you are committed and 
stick to it, you will soon begin to see it c
ome together. You will discover 
that the Bible is fascinating and enlight
ening. You will find that it is 
understandable and that it is the word of eternal life (John 6:63).
_____________________________________________________________________________________
      
PLEASE KNOCK ON MY DOOR
“Go into all the world and preach 
    
the gospel to every creature” 
- 
Mark 16:15.
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Time Well Spent!
B
y Rick Harlow
Benjamin Franklin once made the statement that ``if time be of all things the most precious, then to waste time is the most foolish.'' How true these words are. Many of my brethren today would immediately turn to the pages of inspiration to convince the alien sinner that he should not delay obedience to the gospel of Christ. Sooner or later we would turn with this individual to James 4:13-14 which states, ``Go to now, ye that say today or tomorrow, we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour
, that 
appeareth
 for a little time, and then 
vanisheth
 away.''
To many Christians, James 4:13-14 has little meaning other than in relationship to a non-Christian's decision to become a Christian.  Should not this also be a constant reminder and exhortation to ALL Christians that we too have
 
responsibilities to God Almighty which should NOT be delayed. The Sweet Singer of Israel writes, ``So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom'' (Psalms 90:12).
Many times today it seems that the only time which we are willing to give to God are the bits and pieces which we have remaining after all of our worldly activities have been taken care of. Should not God get the best of our time?? Would God consider time spent chasing after the things of this world as ``time well 
spent''?? We need to follow the
 instruction of the Apostle Paul in Col. 4:5. ``Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.'' It is truly a wise man who has learned how to make the proper decision in regards to the use of his time.
The inspired John wrote, ``Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life'' (Rev. 2:10). Spending our time in serving God is truly ``TIME WELL SPENT.''
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Lessons From        
A Kite
"And if Christ is in you, the
 
 
body is dead because of sin, 
but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness." (Rom. 8:10) 
A boy while flying a kite was so successful that the kite went out of sight. He stood in the field with a cord in his hand that bent upwards into the sky. Someone asked him how he knew the kite was there, and he let them put their hand on the string. They could feel the pull of the unseen kite. Similarly, although the world cannot visibly see Christ in us, they can recognize His invisible power in every phase of our lives. They are forced to admit that we, as Christians, have something which they do not possess.
 
Let us truly have Christ, the hope of glory, within us. 
_________________________________________
Are we
 compromising 
             
with the world? 
“But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.”
                                               
- 
II Peter 2:22
.
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HAVE YOU SHOWN YOUR BRETHREN THAT YOU LOVE THEM?
34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 
- John 13:34-35.
)
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