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THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS





By Ron Drumm	�


The apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthian Christians expressed the difficulty of persuading people of the world to believe in the wisdom and power of the message that proclaimed the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Paul wrote: "For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God" (1 Cor. 1:18).


�When we approach the Table of the Lord Jesus Christ we acknowledge the message of the cross. Much like Paul we "know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). The wisdom and power of God is realized in the salvation we have through Christ's death on the cross. We are thankful, and in praise and honor we bask in the message that Jesus was crucified for us �and for the sins of the whole world (1 Jno. 2:1,2).


�Through the cross comes the wisdom of God in Christ Jesus (1 Cor. 1:24). For many in the world this preaching of the cross is foolishness and a stumbling block (1:23). For the child of god it is the acceptance of God's foolishness being wiser than men, and  the weakness of God being stronger than men (1:25). Our partaking of the bread, representing Christ's body, and the fruit of the vine, representing Christ's blood, shows our faith is in the message of the cross. At the Supper of the Lord we find God's wisdom and power!


�			As we gather in our assembly to break bread we          			appreciate one another as servants of the Lord. We come 			together in a common bond with a marvelous equality -- no 			great ones and no lower ones, but all are one united in a 			common salvation! We understand that God has not called 			the wise, powerful and noble according to worldly         			standards. Rather, God has chosen the meek and lowly 			who humble themselves in His sight. No one who is saved 			in Christ Jesus should be boastful or high-minded. Our 			boast must be in the Lord and in His message of the cross 			(1 Cor. 1:26-31).


�			We see in the Lord's Supper this wise and powerful      			message of the cross -- "the demonstration of the Spirit 			and of power, that our faith might not rest in the wisdom of 			men but in the power of God;" for "He is the source of our life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and      sanctification and redemption" (1 Cor. 2:4,5; 1:30). 
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How Much, How Many, How Often?





By Robert Turner





There is nothing more completely opposed to the true spirit of Christianity than the attitude back of the questions “How Much, How Many, and How Often must I serve the Lord?” It is appalling that some would argue such.





Years back a man handed me a paper which listed his income, rent, food bill, utilities, etc., and said “Now you have the facts. Tell me how much I must give to the Lord?” I asked if he thought he should visit the sick, help the needy; and when he said he did, I asked “How often?”.





He seemed a bit puzzled, so I suggested 50 times per week, and he thought he would be well to get in that number of calls. But I persisted: “On Saturday afternoon when you have just made your fiftieth call and are on your way home, you meet a brother who is destitute, obviously worthy, and you have the means to assist him. Do you say, “I’m sorry I cannot help you now. I have made my 50 calls for this week--but hang in there, drink water and I’ll see you Monday.”





How does one measure service that is patterned after God’s love for us?





If a fellow just must have figures or percentages, he should be given them from Scriptures: like 100%. “for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.” (Mark 12:44) or “So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:33). Are you amazed? (Matthew 19:25)





A Christian does not dole out an hour or two, a few dollars, or a pound of mercy for God. He gives first himself (2 Cor. 8:5; Mt. 16:24) and from then on his service is limited only by ability and opportunity. That’s the meaning of “as prospered” (1 Cor. 16:2). i.e., in keeping with what God has given you. God gave life to Stephen, and when the service of God called for it, Stephen gave it back to God (Acts 7:59).





When Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Mat. 22:37), He left no place for “and ten percent of thy money and one hour per week of thy time”. I believe Jesus will go fishing with you (Lk. 5:4f); but don’t forget, you are doing it on His time.


�





 





What Price For Foolishness





What some will pay for a moment’s reckless folly is recorded again and again in the Book of Ages. Do you think these got their “money’s worth”?





1. ADAM and EVE, for one bite of luscious fruit when they were not even hungry, brought sin, suffering, shame and death upon themselves and the human race. (Genesis 3)





2. LOT’S WIFE, revealing her longing for the things that pertain to the earth, took one look back at Sodom and became a pillar of salt. (Genesis 19)





3. ESAU, to satisfy one day’s fleshly hunger, lightly esteemed his birthright and forfeited his right to the ancestry of Christ. (Genesis 25)





4. ACHAN, for a garment he could not wear, and silver and gold he could not spend, paid with all his possessions, his family and his life. (Joshua 7)





5. SAMSON, for the caress of a hypocritical woman, lost his will, his strength, his liberty, his eyes and finally his life. (Judges 16)





6. DAVID, to enjoy another man’s wife, hands to posterity a tale of his life with adultery, shame, and tears, boldly written for all to read. (2 Sam. 11)





7. AHAB, coveted another’s little vineyard, permitted his wife to have its owner killed, claimed it for his own, and heard his funeral preached in these words: “In the place where the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, shall the dogs like thy blood, even thine.” (1 Kings 21)





8. JUDAS for thirty pieces of silver, which he couldn’t find occasion or conscience to use, took his own life in shame and despair. (Mat. 27)





These examples could be multiplied but they are sufficient just here. Could these have called back their days after learning their lessons, how differently would have been the history of the world. When we consider the price paid for sin, WE MUCH CONCLUDE IT IS NOT WORTH IT! Surely we do not suppose ourselves smart enough to out-smart God, and get by with sinning and not pay the “wages” of it.


.. 
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STANDING ALONE





By Edward O. Bragwell�


"At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge" (2 Tim. 4:16). In the battle for right, one should stand alone if necessary. But it should not be necessary. Paul recalls his encounter with the coppersmith. He relates, without bitterness, how he was left to fight the battle alone. Yet, he was not really alone. The Lord stood with him (vs. 17). How discouraging the absence of the brethren must have been. But, how encouraging was the fact that the Lord stood with him! Standing for truth is bound to produce enemies. Jesus said as much: "Think not that I am come to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household" (Matt. 10:34-36).	��Standing for the truth should produce friends as well. We should openly stand for Christ. A Christian cannot help being encouraged by knowing that he has the support of good brethren in the Lord's work is priceless.	��Before taking a stand with any person, one should distinguish between personality and principle. One need not feel obligated to support a brother n a purely personal dispute. In such matters both parties are usually wrong. One cannot afford to be a party to such partisanship. However, principles are held�and advanced by persons. Ideas are not just loose in the air they are in people. Doctrines are not promoted by things they are taught and defended by personalities. It is too easy to dismiss every dispute in religion as a "personality clash" between the disputants. It avoids the effort of determining who, if anyone, is right. it avoids having to make the painful decision to stand with those who are right. It may be the easy way out, but is it the right way?��People often privately admire those who take a firm stand 


for truth. They may even say so privately. Yet, if it comes 


to open identification with those people, then forget it! It 


might cost too much in worldly friendships.


�Let  us  learn  not  to  stand  with  any  person  above 


principle. That is cheap partisanship. But let us not be 


afraid to be identified with persons of  principle.  They 


should not have to stand alone -- even if they are willing 


to do so. 
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LIFETIME GUARANTEE�


By Shane Williams


�We like guarantees and warranties. It is comforting to know after making a purchase that you have a certain amount of time in which, if you have a problem with the product, the manufacturer will replace it. Some products even carry a lifetime guarantee. The fact of the matter is however, that the guarantee is only�as good as the company that sell is it. If the company goes under, so does the guarantee!	��In a world where we can't always depend on guarantees, there is one promise we can trust. Throughout Scripture we find the Lord's promise to be with His people. In Deut. 31:8, we read�Moses' words to Joshua: "And the Lord, He is the One Who goes before you. He will be with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you: do not fear nor be dismayed."	��This promise is repeated in the New Testament: "Let your conduct be without covetousness: be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, 'I will never leave you nor�forsake you'. So we may boldly say: 'The Lord is my helper, I will not fear. What can man do to me?'" (Heb. 13:5,6). The promise of god's unfailing love and concern with us is the key to living with confidence and happiness.	��No matter how many promises are broken by people. God's promises will last through all time and eternity. He will not leave us. However man does not always stay with God. Take a look�at what happened to the Israelites. They left Him and after much warning and admonition, they were take into captivity. It is sobering to remember why this happened. They turned from God to sin. After many years of warning, God finally allowed them to be taken away into captivity (2 Kgs. 17:7-23).	��God has promised His people eternal life (1 Jno. 2:25). He will follow through with His promise. The question si: will we be faithful to Him until death? 


 





     "A Little 


Fellow's Dad"





I may never be as clever as my neighbor down the street,


I may never be as wealthy as some other men I meet;


I may never have the glory that some other men have had,


But I’ve got to be successful as a little fellow’s dad.








There are certain dreams I cherish that I’d like to see come true,


There are things I would accomplish ere my working time is through;


But the task my heart is set on is to guide a little lad


And to make myself successful as the little fellow’s day.








It is that one job I dream of; it’s the task I think of most;


If I’d fail that growing youngster I’d have nothing else to boast;


For though wealth and fame I’d gather, all my future would be sad,


If I failed to be successful as that little fellow’s dad.








I may never get earth’s glory; I may never gather gold


Men may count me as a failure when my business life is told;


But if he who follows after is a Christian, I’ll be glad-


For I’ll know I’ve been successful as a little fellow’s dad.
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The Best Deal I Every Made





By Phillip Mullins





His vanity tag proclaimed, “ISELLIT”. He was never shy about flashing his thick money clip and made no pretense - making money was what made him tick. The something happened to him on July 19, 2007 at the age of 71 and he has never been the same. He has become a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17). 





If someone asked me to list family members who would be most likely to become a Christian, I would have put my uncle Bob near the bottom. He displayed no spiritual interest throughout his life but centered his goals on material success. Closing the next business deal was what life was about and he pursued each with ferocity. He relished in the fruits of his success. Twice a year he would travel to ‘Vegas for golfing and gambling. He was a social drinker who ended most days with a “night cap”. He was a worldly man.





There was one quality about my uncle however that was noteworthy. He was honest. He chewed out those that crossed him, but it would be hard to find anyone who said Bob Mullins ever cheated them.





A Mother’s Gift - In spite of his worldly bent, my uncle was attached to two spiritual lifelines: his mother, Grace and his brother and my father, Shirley. When my wise and godly grandmother died, she left Bob her Bible. She marked certain passages and scribbled beside it, “Bob, read this”. The family assumed he never did. We were mistaken.





Since obeying the gospel as a young man, my father has been instrumental in preaching for the church in my Virginia hometown. Through the years, Dad and Uncle Bob had business endeavors together. Their relationship has always been harmonious and built upon mutual respect. We all knew my father had tremendous influence with his brother, but none of us knew how much. My dad never crammed teaching down my uncle’s throat but would drop comments and questions along the way, much like seeds. None of us knew it but that heart of stone was softening with time.





In July 2007, we were jolted with the  news that uncle Bob had been diagnosed with advanced and aggressive prostate cancer. His treatment options were narrow, the prognosis unsure. On Wednesday, July 18, the doctor’s office called to schedule him for a series of tests that needed to be done the next day. The facility was ninety miles away. My uncle told them, “No, I’ll come on Friday. I have some unfinished business to tend to.”





A Brother’s Love - My father took the news of his brother’s disease especially hard. He arose on Thursday morning at 4:00 and was troubled. He knew he had to intensify his efforts in talking to Bob about the condition of his soul. He prayed and prayed. He got to a place of peace with his burden then went back to sleep. Meanwhile, Bod had not slept at all.                                                 >>>
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>>> That morning my dad and uncle had planned to work on some rental property. My uncle had been driving around town nervously looking for him. When dad finally showed, Bob said, “Get in the car. We aren’t doing anything until we talk.” As they drove through town my uncle began to pour out his heart to his brother. “I’m not afraid to die,” he told my day, “but I am afraid to die, be lost, and go to hell.” Dad began to explain to him what would be involved with being a Christian. My uncle Bob piped up and said, “Do you have any problems with the conversion of the eunuch?” “No,” replied my father. “Then why don’t you take me down to the church house and baptize me?” And he did. After Bob was immersed those two brothers stood in the baptistery weeping and hugging.





From the beginning he made it known he would do whatever he could to help. One Sunday morning there was a downpour and people got soaked leaving the assembly. The next Sunday the lobby was equipped with several large golfing umbrellas courtesy of the new brother. When an older or needy saint had a birthday or was having a hard time he would send them a card with a handwritten note and a green bill inside. The ‘Vegas casinos lost a loyal customer, but Hallmark gained one.





A Changed Man - The next day Dad drove with Bob for the needed tests. I met them at the hospital and listened as my uncle explained, “I know that some people may say that I got scared with the cancer and that is why I did this. But the truth is I have been thinking about it for a long time. So what if I did do it because I might die? If I survive this then good, if not that’s okay, too. Even if I don’t make it, it will be the best deal I ever made. I’ve got my name in the Lamb’s book of life.” I knew I was looking at a changed man because I knew my uncle’s honesty and iron will. I couldn’t have dreamed however how drastic the transformation would be.





On the following Sunday uncle Bob was already at the church building when my parents arrived. Many were stunned to see him there and hear the news. That very day Uncle Bob started a habit with his new brothers and sisters - hugging and telling them he loved them. Yes, the ambitious and hard-nosed business man with jagged edges was now becoming a servant driven by the love of Christ (2 Cor. 5:14-15).





The list of acts of service could be longer. Then, there are his prayers. You can’t pray with him without crying with him. He has become a modern day son of encouragement in that little mountain church. Does one person make a difference? God Mullins has.





Will You Not Tell It Today? - He immediately began to talk to others about their soul. On the first Sunday his golfing friends were in the worship assembly with him. With just about everyone he meets, he talks about the Lord and His word. He shares his faith openly and is direct in asking others where they stand. He and my father make a quite formidable evangelism team.





He has become a devoted Bible student with an impressive knowledge. One night he came to hear me preach and was telling me about his practice of memorizing scriptures. He pulled out of his pocket a little piece of paper where he had scribbled the day’s passage. It’s not the money clip in his pocket that he cherishes anymore but the treasure of God’s truth (John 8:32).





Two very unique challenges have come his way. First, the treatments for his cancer have been quite effective. Yet, his good health has not made a difference in his commitment. He obeyed the gospel out of godly fear but has continued out of godly faith. Also, tragically his daughter passed away suddenly from a chronic illness two years after his baptism. I watched him weather the storm with complete trust in God. I cannot describe the spiritual strength I now draw from him.





The conversion and transformation of Bob Mullins leaves us with three lessons:





	* You never know who will turn to God. Because many refuse the gospel it’s easy to be discouraged. Yet, Bob is an example of how we misread people. You wouldn’t think a worldly man in his seventies would change. Yet, it happened and can again.





	* Never underestimate how much you are influencing others over time. My father’s influence over his brother was built over decades. It was a combination of his godly example and patient and wise teaching that showed his brother the way.





	* We need more confidence in the power of the gospel to change lives. Do we understand the force that lies in the gospel which we live and preach? Those who knew Bob Mullins before see living proof of the power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16). Don’t let the world beat you into thinking that what we handle is a puny thing.





Uncle Bob’s favorite verse, which he can quote at any time, sums up his story as well as our hope... “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.” - John 5:24. 
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HOW TO BUILD GOOD CHARACTER�


By Dee Bowman,.





Character is the accumulation of qualities that distinguishes one person from another. Character is not just one single trait, but the accumulation of all a person is, the sum total of all his traits.





Someone has suggested that reputation is what others think us to be, character is what God knows us to be.





How does a person develop and maintain a good character?





By Getting In Touch With Yourself: -- Aristotle was not far off the mark when he suggested that one should "know thyself." Personal integrity is the key to developing a good character. We have to ascertain and admit to what we need in order to form a good character. In order to know where you're going, you must first realize where you are. "He that speaketh truth in his heart" -- that's necessary to the development of a good character (Psa.15:1,2).





By A Constant Contact With God: -- It is He who defines what is a good character, for it is He who has defined what is good in the first place. His Word is not only an expression of What and What He is, but a revelation of how we can become like Him, or be a "partaker of the divine nature" (2 Pet. 1:4). His Word tells us which way to go. A man of character does not walk just anywhere, but "his delight is in the law of the Lord and in His law doth he meditate both day and night" (Psa. 1:2). "Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word" (Psa. 119:9). A man's character is developed by paying due attention to where he is going, to his path of pursuit, and that means a constant contact with the Father.





By Accumulating -- A Little At A Time -- The Right Pieces Of Holiness: -- Holiness is not some huge characteristic (notice the word, please) �that a prson somehow suddenly develops, but rather the piecing together of small bits and pieces of goodness and piety. Small habits -- those little acts of kindness and goodness -- are what define a person's character. Holiness helps to define a man's character by setting him apart from the trivial dross of life; it is observed in his habitual acts of goodness. Holiness illustrates in one's life the character of God. "But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation" (1 Pet. 1:15).





By Regular Exposure To Right Influences: -- One of the ways we develop good character is by observing and associating with people whom we know to be a good character. Time spent with a good person will increase your chances of having been good yourself. "And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together..." (Heb. 10:24). We need each other. What one man lacks, another man has. What another has, one man lacks. "Be thou an example of the believers" is good advice, and to find and follow those who set good examples helps to >>>
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>>> formulate right courses and plan right avenues of pursuit. Character is helped considerably by associating with those who have it.





By Looking Forward To The Reward: -- Character and hope run on the same track. One who has an abiding trust in God and His Word will build the kind of character that assures for him an eventual heavenly home. "Who shall dwell in Thy Holy Hill? He that worketh righteousness," we are told. (Psa. 15:2). Those who have placed a high value and importance on a well-orchestrated life are fit for an entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 1:11). Our hope helps us see the need for a holy character by connecting us to that which has the highest quality ad value -- eternal life.





Please be advised -- the absence of these things in our lives will result in our having a distorted view of what is important in life, and cause us to place emphasis and enthusiasm on the wrong things.


______________________________________





Dealing With ‘Hurt Feelings’





By Greg Gwin





It's easy to get your feelings hurt. All of us have suffered such wounds, sometimes from folks who were purposefully out to 'do us in', and sometimes from unintentional words or deeds. Regardless of how it happens, it still hurts.
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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE CITY QUESTIONS?





1.  What cities did God destroy with fire?








2.  What city is known as the city of David?








3.  In what city did Solomon build the Temple? 








4.  What city did Israel march 7 times around?








5.  To what city did God send Jonah?








6.  In what city did Jesus live?








7.  In what city were they first called Christians?





__________________________________________























But realizing that these things do happen, we must be prepared to handle such situations correctly. How often have you heard of a brother or sister in Christ who suffered "hurt feelings" and then decided to stop attending the assemblies?  We've even known of folks who completely fell away because of some misunderstanding, some ‘hurt’ (either real or imagined). And some will use their ‘hurt feelings’ as an excuse to ‘nurse a grudge’, or to gossip, or to engage in some other form of harmful ‘behind the scenes’ activity.  This type of conduct obviously demonstrates a flawed attitude.





Consider the Ethiopian eunuch as a model for us to imitate. In Acts 8:26-40 we read his story. He had been to Jerusalem to worship God.


This was a roundtrip journey of well over 1000 miles on rough roads and by way of very primitive transportation. Yet when he arrived in Jerusalem he would not have been allowed to enter the temple because he was a eunuch (Deut. 23:1). He would have been forced to deliver his gift and trust others to see that it was sacrificed for him. And yet he was willing to do this because of his love for God and his desire to serve Him.





I'm afraid many folks of our day would not have tolerated such treatment. With a good case of hurt feelings they would have built up resentment against God and His people. And to spite them, they would ruin themselves. May it never be so. 
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    Reinstated?





                             By Bill Hall





We are hearing some rather strange expressions these  days. 


A man  was telling us  recently that he had  gone  forward the 


Sunday  before  to be  "reinstated." A  woman  said  she  was 


thinking of "going back into the church." Are such expressions 


a problem in terminology?  Or are we faced with a  problem in 


concept? Are people thinking of the church as an organization 


similar to the P.T.A., in and  out  of which  they can  go at will, 


returning simply to be "reinstated"?





Unfaithfulness is not just a matter of dropping out of the church for a while. It is a matter of trampling "the Son of God underfoot"; of insulting "the Spirit of grace"; of giving "occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme"; of turning one's back on the Lord and His promises; of living in sin and flirting with eternal damnation.





Imagine a person's being in such a position, and then coming forward to be "reinstated"!!! What that person needs to do is repent, fall on his knees before God, confess to Him and to his brethren, "I have sinned," and cry to God for mercy.





We are not questioning God's mercy. He is prepared to forgive His wayward child; to run to him, fall on his neck, and kiss him; to place the best robe on his back, a ring on his finger, shoes on his feet; to kill the fatted calf and be merry. But this abundant forgiveness is for that wayward child who returns with a full recognition of his sin and unworthiness, who confesses his sins, who asks, not to be "reinstated" as a son, but to be received back only as a hired servant.  Forgiveness is for the penitent.





May the Lord help us to see sin in its true ugliness, to "abhor what is evil" and "cling to what is good," to remember the price paid by our Lord for our forgiveness, to be faithful, and to humbly acknowledge our sins when we do fall. And when we are forgiven, let us not speak glibly of "going back into the church," but let us speak of the grace of God that could save "a wretch like me."





"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted" (Matthew 5:4).


_______________________________________________________________








But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and  I will show you my faith by my works.  - James 2:18.�
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PASS THE BISCUITS�


When I was a kid, my mom liked to make breakfast food for dinner every now and then and I remember one night in particular when she had made breakfast food after a long, hard day at work.





On that evening so long ago, my mom placed a plate of eggs, sausage, and extremely burned biscuits in front of my dad. I remember waiting to see if anyone noticed!





Yet all my dad did was reach for his biscuit, smile at my mom and asked me how my day was at school.





I don't remember what I told him that night, but I do remember hearing my mom apologize to my dad for burning the biscuits. And I'll never forget what he said to her: "Honey, I love burned�biscuits."





			Later that night, I went to    			kiss Daddy good night and I 			asked him if he really liked 			his biscuits burned. He       			wrapped me in his arms and 			said, "Your momma put in a 			long hard day at work to-�			day and she's real tired.      			And besides... A burnt         			biscuit never hurt anyone!"





You know, life is full of imperfect things...and imperfect people I'm not the best at hardly anything, and I forget birthdays and �anniversaries just like everyone else.





What I've learned over the years is that learning to accept each other's faults and choosing to celebrate each other's differences, is one of the most important keys to creating a healthy, �growing, and lasting relationship.





So... please pass me a biscuit. And yes, the burned one will do just fine!


______________________________________





IF YOU ARE VISITING WITH US TODAY WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!
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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE CITY QUESTIONS?





1.  What cities did God destroy with fire?


                    Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:24)





2.  What city is known as the city of David?


                    Bethlehem (Luke 2:24)





3.  In what city did Solomon build the Temple? 


                     Jerusalem (I Kings 8:1-6)





4.  What city did Israel march 7 times around?


                      Jericho (Joshua 6:1-5)





5.  To what city did God send Jonah?


                       Nineveh (Jonah 1:1-2)





6.  In what city did Jesus live?


                       Nazareth (Matthew 2:23)





7.  In what city were they first called Christians?                  		   Antioch (Acts 11:26)


_________________________________________ 





The Church Is Sufficient





By James P. Miller





As a result of having the whole council of God preached by Paul, the church of Ephesus was in the unity of the faith. (see Eph. 4:1-6) This gave them all that they needed to do anything that the Lord wanted done. They were completely independent spiritually from everything else on earth. They looked to no school, paper, or center or influence. They were not a part of any super organization that exercised control over them. God needs no unit larger than the local congregation to do his work. The local church is sufficient; it is all-sufficient!
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No Progress Without Practice





By Gary Henry


	


It is foolish to think that we can make progress in the habits of godliness by doing nothing more than listening and learning. While these are essentials, they are not enough. It takes practice to make progress, and we should not expect that to be any less true in spiritual matters than in those of a worldly nature. 





When we meet individuals who have become adept at the disciplines of the godly life, we often suppose that they're just more devout than we are. Or perhaps we think that they're more intelligent or insightful. Or we wish that we could have read the books and heard the sermons that they've read and heard. But when we think this way, we betray an ignorance of the real thing that produces spiritual progress: practice. The trait that distinguishes the adept from the inept is that the adept have done certain things...over and over, every day, for many years. 





Prayer: -- Not all of our prayers are of equal quality. Keeping in mind a scriptural definition of "good" praying, it must be said that we do not pray as well at some times as at others. Paul mentioned that "we do not know what we should pray for as we ought" (Rom. 8:21), and the disciples asked Jesus, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples" (Lk. 11:1). 





But how do you make progress in your prayer life? Well, we certainly need to learn all that we can about the principle of prayer, but the time comes when we have to start practicing the art of prayer. It can't be learned any other way than by praying...over and over and over, every day, for many years.





				Understanding: -- It would be hard to overestimate 				the importance of Bible study, but frankly, some 				people do a better job than others of correctly    				understanding what the Bible teaches. The        				Ethiopian eunuch, for example, was reading the fifty-				third chapter of Isaiah, but he was having trouble 				understanding what the passage meant (Acts 8:30-				34). So we need to work not only on the quantity but 				also the quality of our Bible study. (2 Tim. 2:15). 





				But how do you make progress in your                				understanding of the Scriptures? It can't be done by 				the simple investigation of hermeneutics. It requires 				patient repetition of the act of Bible study. You're not 				likely to find a mature, responsible student of God's 				Word who arrived at that point any other way than 				by doing Bible study...over and over and over, every 				day, for many years.                                            >>>
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>>> Discretion: -- Isn't it refreshing when we encounter some older Christian who has grown very wise in matters of discretion and discernment? In a good sense, don't we "envy" those who have learned how to size up a difficult situation and see which course of action is best to take? Surely we do, and of all the abilities we need in this life, none is more vital than the ability to take God's general principles, apply them to a specific situation, and discern what God would want done. Paul wrote, "Do not be unwise, but understand  what the Will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17). 





But how do you learn to be a better decision maker? There is only one way, and the Hebrew writer put his finger on it when he spoke of those "who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil" (Heb. 5:14). 





In matters of godliness, then, there aren't many effective shortcuts. Being a beginner is just hard; that's all there is to it. Some time will have to pass before we can be more skilled. But the passage of time will not, by itself, guarantee improvement (Heb. 5:12); we have to actually do the things that need improving -- and do them repeatedly. So let's look for every opportunity to practice the things we want to improve. God deserves nothing less than our very best, and the best that we can do won't be done unless we pray and study our Bibles and use our discretion -- over and over and over, every day, for many years.


______________________________________


ROBBING GOD





A Chinese preacher, speaking of robbing God, used this illustration: “It came to pass that a man went to market with a string of seven coins, and after seeing a beggar in great need who asked for alms, gave him six of the seven, keeping only one for himself. Instead of being grateful, the beggar followed the good man and stole the seventh coin also!”





What an abominable wretch! Imagine how vile and selfish must be the heart of such a person!





Yes, but would you, to whom God has given six days, steal the other also? Where do you plan to be next Lord’s day?
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Immaturity





By Frank Himmel





King Ahab had a palace in Jezreel. Next to it was a vineyard owned by Naboth. Ahab wanted that vineyard and offered to buy it,  either with cash or in exchange for another vineyard. But Naboth did not want to sell. “So Ahab came into his house sullen and vexed . . . and he lay down on his bed and turned away his face and ate no food” (1 Kings21:4).





Poor Ahab! He did not get what he wanted so he pouted like a spoiled child. We read this account and think how silly for a grown man, a king, to act this way. But before we are too quick to condemn Ahab’s childishness, let us take a look at our own.





Have you ever known of brethren who got upset because someone else was called on to do something they wanted to do? Or who placed membership at another church (took their toys and went elsewhere) because some little something did not suit? Or who stayed home because the preacher or elders did not come to visit often enough, or perhaps because of some misunderstanding with another Christian?





Paul said when he became a man he put away childish things (1 Corinthians 13:11). Let us do the same.


_________________________________________





Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days 	     come, And the years draw near   		when you say, "I have no    			pleasure 	in them" 


			          - Ecclesiastes 12:1.
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    The Last Fight





                            By Robert Turner





On the ruins of a theater in Ephesus there is a memorial to an athlete of the 2nd century A.D. which reads: "He fought three fights, and twice was crowned." Watch out for that last step! You see, those "athletes" fought to the death. A man's last fight was always fatal. So, the crown meant only that one changed opponents; and sooner or later the last would slay him. 





What a difference in this crown, and that of the apostle Paul: "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day…" (2 Timothy 4:7-8). 





Paul did more than fight "unto death" — he fought unto life, eternal. If his fight of faith cost him his earthly life, it only meant he was now free to claim the crown that counted most (Revelation 2:10, 2 Cor. 5:6ff.). How different from those who die without hope.





Paul sought an enduring victory — one that could not be taken from him. He exhorted Timothy, "La hold on eternal life…" (1 Timothy 6:12). This called for training, perseverance, and above all, self control (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). The athlete trained his body only to prolong the day when it would fail him; but Paul trained his that it might the better serve the Lord, and thus serve his eternal purposes. 





We are all engaged in some sort of battle, and in a very real sense it is "unto death." The fatalist, the fool, resigns himself to shortchange. Though he fights 3,000 times, he can expect but 2,999 temporal crowns, not one of which he can take with him beyond that last fight. The futility of it all is enough to make a man throw in the towel. 





The Faith gives purpose to life. The Christian fights, hard and often. But he has submitted himself to God's will, "strives lawfully" (2 Timothy 2:5), and his fight is never in vain. Jesus Christ has provided for him a crown, and not for him only, "but unto all them also that love his appearing." 


_______________________________________________________________


�OBEDIENCE IS THE WAY TO SHOW THAT YOU BELEIVE!
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From Parent To Child





I gave you life,                                                             but I cannot live it for you.





I can teach you things,                                                but I cannot learn for you.





I can give you directions,                                       but I cannot always be there to lead you.





I can teach you the gospel,                                     but I cannot believe for you.





I can teach you right from wrong,                        but I cannot always decide for you.





I can buy you beautiful clothes,                             but I can’t make you beautiful inside.





I can offer you advice,                                        but I cannot accept it for you.





I can give you love,                                            but I cannot force it upon you.





I can teach you to share,                                  but I cannot make you unselfish.





I can teach you respect,                                        but it is you that show honor.





I can advise you about your friends,                         but I cannot choose them for you.





I can advise you about sex,                                  but you must keep yourself pure.





I can tell you about the facts of life,                        but I can’t build your reputation.





I can tell you about alcohol and drugs,                but I can’t say NO for you.





I can warn you about sin,                                   but I cannot do your morals for you.





I can love you as a child,                                         but I cannot place you in God’s family.





I can pray for you,                                                     but I cannot make you walk with God.





I can tell you how to live,                                             but I cannot give you eternal life.
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A Case Of Mistaken Identity





By Curt Hughes?





A man was being tailgated by a stressed out woman on a busy street. Suddenly, the light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the crosswalk, though he could have beaten the red light, accelerating through the intersection. The tailgater was furious, honking her horn, screaming in frustration as she missed her chance to get through the intersection, dropping her cell phone and makeup.





While still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked tip into the face of a very serious police officer. He ordered her to exit her car with her hands up. He took her to the police station where she was searched, finger printed, photographed, and placed in a holding cell. After a couple of hours she was escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting officer was waiting with her personal effects.





He said, “I’m sorry for this mistake. I pulled up behind you while you were blowing your horn, rudely gesturing at the guy in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him. I saw the ‘What Would Jesus Do’ bumper sticker, the ‘Choose Life’ license plate holder, the ‘Follow Me to Sunday School’ bumper sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk, Naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car.”


_________________________________________





Think About The Example You Set!
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"OMG" Doesn't Mean "O Majectic God"!





By Edwin Crozer





I need to share a concern with my fellow Christian Face bookers. My Spacers, Pleonasters, Twitterers, Texters and other social media types. "OMG!" doesn't mean "O Majestic God" or O Magnificent God." It is not a means by which God is honored. It doesn't mean "Oh My Goodness." When people read that, they see and hear in their minds the phrase, "Oh My God."





Please recall that under the Old Covenant one of God's ten commandments was "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.”(Ex. 20:7). God's name was to be held in honor or God would curse His people (Mal. 2:2).





The New Covenant demonstrates the same principle of honor for God. 2 Tim. 1:17says:"To the King of ages, immortal invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen."Rev. 4:11says:"Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, and by Your will they existed and were created."In Rev. 7:12 we read:"The angels, elders, and living creatures cried out, 'Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.'"





I'm seeing a trend that concerns me among Christians online. More frequently I see them using texting short-hand for taking God's name in vain --"OMG."I just want to ask you to think before you type that short-hand on your computer and send it out into the world of all types of people, believers and unbelievers alike. If you typed the long-hand phrase, "Oh My God," would it be appropriate? Would you think this use of God's name was intended to honor Him, to give Him glory and praise?





Certainly there are times when saying "Oh My God" 


is appropriate. We have songs that use that phrase. 


As we pray, we may praise  God  by  calling  out  to 


Him, "Oh My God."  We are  recognizing that  He is 


our God; are we not? We are recognizing that He is 


our God; idols are not.





However,  when    someone   has   said   something 


surprising or said some thing  that  really  resonates 


with us  and  we  want  to  accentuate  it  simply  by


 typing,  "OMG!   That's   amazing,"   are   we  really 


calling on God and  honoring  Him  when  we  make 


such a statement under such circumstances? I doubt, that we were even addressing Him in an honorable way, don't you? Or, on such occasion, were we not taking His name in vain just to put an exclamation point on the amazing thing we have just heard or read? 						>>>
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>>> God's name is not meant to register our surprise, or shock, or our amazement. God's name is meant to be held in honor, to bring glory to Him, to address Him in awe of His greatness and awesomeness.


Please think about this before you type your next status update. Let’s honor God in our speech and our online posts. He deserves it.


______________________________________





Our Actions Speak Volumes!





(Author Unknown)





"And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'" (Matt. 25:40)


 


The little church building's aisles swelled with the unusually large gathering until there were no more pews to squeeze into. A few more latecomers shuffled down the aisle and leaned against the wall. Then I noticed Andy's entrance. His smile beamed with a special joy until he saw that "his" spot on the back row was filled. 





Regular attendees usually left the seat empty, knowing that Andy would arrive late from the home for the mentally handicapped. Confusion masked his face as the opening song ended and he had found no place to sit. With characteristic simplicity, Andy made his way up the center aisle to the large clearing just below the podium. He lowered his huge body to the floor, crossing his legs Indian style. 





As the rest of us sat down, another man, a leader in the church for many years, left his place in the pew and started up the center aisle toward Andy. It took a long time for Marvin to reach the front. Respect for this eighty-year-old servant, much loved by all of us, or perhaps sheer curiosity, brought a hush over the whole church. Even the minister gripped the sides of the podium and watched. Slowly Marvin shifted his lean frame onto his cane and lowered his aged body to the floor beside Andy. 





With tears in his eyes, the minister closed his Bible over his sermon notes and said, "Our sermon has just been preached." 
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Growing Fruit!





"I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit." (John 15:1-2)





"In pruning a vine, two principles are generally observed: first, all dead wood must be ruthlessly removed; and second, the live wood must be cut back drastically. Dead wood harbors insects and disease and may cause the vine to rot, to say nothing of being unproductive and unsightly. Live wood must be trimmed back in order to prevent such heavy growth that the life of the vine goes into the wood rather than into fruit. 





The vineyards in the early spring look like a collection of barren, bleeding stumps; but in the fall they are filled with luxuriant purple grapes. As the farmer wields the pruning knife on his vines, so God cuts dead wood out from among His saints, and often cuts back the living wood so far that His method seems cruel. Nevertheless, from those who have suffered the most there often comes the greatest fruitfulness." (From The Gospel of Beliefby Merrill C. Tenney, p. 227-228)


_________________________________________ 

















22 But the fruit of the Spirit


is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,


kindness, goodness, faithfulness,


23 gentleness, self-control. Against


such there is no law.


- Galatians 5:22-23.
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Today's Child Experts: "Punishment Does Not Help"





By Mark Roberts





Journalist Betsy Flagler writes the syndicated “Parent to Parent” column that asks readers to write in with parenting problems and then tries to get expert help to those troubles. A mother in California recently wrote in that her first-grader has been pushing and hitting, been kicked out of the library, and all attempts to take away privileges and toys to discipline him have failed.  “His problem seems to be a lack of self-control” she writes. Flagler’s response well illustrates the destructive psychology of today that destroys children rather than helping them.





She notes that “instead of thinking you must control your child’s behavior, help your child learn to control himself. Set limits, give reminders, be his advocate.” Okay, that all sounds great. What happens, however, when little Johnny breaks the limits and won’t listen to reminders? Some might think that would be the time to discipline Johnny. Oh, no! We must not do that! “External controls such as taking a bike away do not teach self-control” says child expert Jane Nelsen (who of course has written a book on child rearing).  Ms. Nelsen goes on to analyze why the child pushes and hits others and notes that discipline is not the answer: “It’s a crazy idea that to help children do better, first we have to make them feel worse . . . A misbehaving child is a discouraged child. Punishment doesn’t help him feel he belongs.” A Dallas school teacher, June Humphreys, says misbehavior comes because kids can’t communicate their feelings, and punishment just stifles that all the more. “Instead, these children need to be taught vocabulary to use to express feelings at the first sign of discomfort.”





Amazing stuff, isn’t it? One hundred years ago parents knew how to handle children who hit and kicked others. Now, in our sophisticated age, we “know better” than to discipline like grandma and grandpa did but kids are more unruly than ever! All these experts write book after book on child rearing but everyone seems to have forgotten The Expert’s book on child raising, the Bible. The Bible notes that these parents who are so worried Johnny will feel “left out” or “that he doesn’t belong” actually hate their child: “He who spares his rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him promptly”  (Proverbs 13:24). A parent who is more concerned with the child’s immediate feelings than long-range character growth is a parent who is failing that child! Further, the experts can say all they want about punishment not being helpful but God says “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him” (Proverbs 22:15). Talking and learning communication skills aren’t the issue: selfishness is. Johnny doesn’t have a communication problem – he is very good at letting everyone know that he wants his way now. Instead of being paralyzed with a fear that for even a moment Johnny might not feel great about himself Johnny must learn that if he acts badly he will feel badly – because he should feel badly about acting badly!  				 >>> 
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>>> “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted” (2 Corinthians 7:10). 





Today we have far too much analysis of why children misbehave and not nearly enough decisive action to stop it. There is too much concern about Johnny’s self-esteem and not nearly enough interest in his actions and making wrong behavior extremely unpleasant and undesirable. 





May God bless every parent to seek His wisdom and not the foolishness of today’s self-proclaimed parenting experts.


______________________________________


Be Willing to Change





By Paul Southern





"God grant that I may always be right," said a Scottish Theologian, "for I never change." One of his Calvinistic brethren declared, "I am always open for conviction, but I'd like to see the color of a man's eyes who could convict me."


Each used different words, but both came out at the same destination. Neither one entertained the idea of change. Both were stub-born, prejudiced, self-satisfied. They had closed their eyes, ears, and heart to the truth, "lest haply they should perceive with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart, and should turn again and I should heal them" (Mt. 13:15).





The person who is always right and never changes is usually wrong on many things and always wrong in spirit. The Christian's life begins with a fundamental transformation, the new birth, continues with constant change. The born again creature (Jn. 3:5) feeds on spiritual milk that he may grow thereby unto salvation (1 Peter 2:1-2). God's children are to press on unto perfection, that is, full growth, maturity (Heb. 6:1-2). The person who thinks he has reached the top of Pisgah, beyond which no progress can be made, is "dead while he liveth."





It is necessary to have definite ideals and strong convictions. God hates a wishy-washy, namby-pamby,
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"What Do You Do For Fun?"





A young man tried to talk a young lady into sexual intercourse but she wouldn’t hear tell of it. Then he offered her booze she wouldn’t touch. A little later he wanted to share some marijuana with her but she turned that down, too. By this time he was thoroughly disgusted and sulkily demanded to know what she did for fun.  She said:





“I never have to worry about being diseased or pregnant. And that’s fun!  That means I don’t have to wrestle with a decision to abort an unwanted baby; and that’s fun. And I don’t have to wonder if I’m being pawed over by someone who might not want to know me a couple of months from now. And that’s fun. I never have any difficulty remembering what I did the night before and who I did it with; and that’s fun, too. And I’m looking forward to the day when I can give myself totally to my husband rather than give a panicky fraction of me in the back seat of some car. And that’s fun. I can hardly wait, but I will. I won’t ever have to worry about getting a blood test that tells me I have AIDS or some other venereal disease; and believe me, that’s fun. My parents love me more than I can say and if I were to get into trouble, of any kind, they’d be right there with me. But I never have to worry about seeing them crushed and shamed by some disgraceful behavior of mine, and believe me, as much as I love them - that’s really fun.”





---Jim McGuiggan, In The Irish Papers





Additional Note: Regardless of all reasons we can cite, the one, overriding reason for not engaging in premarital sex is that God said not to do it. But the reasons cited above help us to see God’s wisdom in telling us not to engage in this sin.


_____________________________________________________
































un-steadfast person (1 Cor. 15:58, Eph. 4:14, 2 Tim. 4:1-8). 





Truly, "a double minded man is unstable in all of his ways" (Jas. 1:8). But we must make sure that our ideals and convictions coincide with those of heaven. Strong convictions may degenerate into stubborn opinions. Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free (Jn. 8:32). Our desire should be to know his will and then do it.
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PRESUMPTUOUSNESS�


By Gilbert Alexander





Presumptuousness is defined as the condition or state of mind of "being overly forward or confident: arrogant". Arrogance is defined as the attitude of being "over convinced of one's own importance: haughty". Haughtiness is a demonstration of pride (vainglory). David prayer to God, "Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins: let them not have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and I shall be innocent of great transgression" (Psa. 19:13). David himself acted presumptuously in numbering his people without authorization from God (1 Chron. 21:1-17), with severe consequences. Truly, "pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall" (Prov. 16:18).





We, too, have a tendency to presume and an inclination not to be properly submissive to God. We are warned in the Scriptures that "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble" (Jas. 4:6). It is hard for those who are accustomed to liberty and considerable license to be properly submissive to God and to accept the complete and preeminent authority of Jesus Christ.�Many have yet to comprehend the Scripture that says simply, "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him" (Col. 3:17). Among some churches of Christ today, prominent men have decided to expand upon the authority of Christ and to lead local churches into activities and associations for which they have no authority and do not feel that they need any. One prominent preacher, Max Lacado, doesn't like to identify the local church where he preaches as a church of Christ, and has decided that baptism is noe essential to salvatrion. To some others, the form of worship has become simply a manner of "tradition", and they do not object to instrumental music and other unauthorized acts of worship. The very concept of the complete authority of Christ being exercised by Him is being cast aside in favor of new and more appealing human traditions.





In the denominational world, presumptuousness is prevalent Every human creed book is a demonstration of it. For example, the Catholics teach that "Concerning truths we are bound to believe, the only authority to be consulted is the holy Church." The Standard Manual For Baptist Churches teaches that justification is "solely through faith in Christ," and that "baptism is not essential to salvation...", but it "is essential to obedience." The Methodist Discipline states that adult persons are justified by faith only. The Church Of The Nazarene Manual teaches the doctrine of original sin and that "original sin continues to exist with the new life of the regenerate, until eradicated by the baptism of the Holy Spirit." It teaches "that Christian baptism is a sacrament signifying acceptance of the benefits of the atonement of Jesus Christ..." A multitude of rules and regulations are given in creed books concerning church government and offices in those churches created according to the wisdom of�men. Other churches than those mentioned here also have                          >>>
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>>> produced books that contain their peculiar doctrines. All of these demonstrate the presumpuousness of religious people.





Let us pray that God will help us to be humble, submissive, and obedient to our Lord and Savior, honoring Him and respecting His authoritative Word.


______________________________________





Murphy’s Law and Eternity





By Greg Gwin





Have you heard of Murphy's Law? There are many versions, but the basic notion of Murphy’s Law is this: "If anything can go wrong, it will go wrong".  Any Saturday mechanic, weekend repairman, or home owning handyman will have to admit that this Murphy, whoever he was, had pretty good insight. Skinned knuckles, stripped threads, broken parts, missing pieces, and malfunctioning equipment are a continuing testimony to the apparent accuracy of Murphy’s pessimistic view.





However, there's one realm where this 'law' is clearly not true. Paul wrote, "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God" (Romans 8:28).  This is a wonderful promise, and a great blessing.  But note; it is only for "them that love God", and we know that love for God must be demonstrated by humble obedience.  “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments” (1 John 5:3). Those who will not fully surrender to Him need not expect this outcome in their lives.





But wait!  Are we to believe that the life of a faithful Christian will be all roses; no troubles? No.  Paul writes again, "Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12). Persecution is never a pleasant thing, but those who serve God are told to expect it. So, how can we reconcile these two statements from Paul?





The answer lies in our perspective; whether we view things temporally or eternally.  Only when we are able to see the events of this life in relation to death, judgment, and eternity will we be ready to agree that "all things work together for good".  Ultimately, anything that makes us more like God wants us to be – anything that prepares us for a home in heaven – is a good thing.  Think!
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The Bible Proves Itself!





"Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." (2 Pet. 1:20-21 NIV)


 


It is sometimes argued that one cannot use the Bible itself to prove that the Bible is the word of God. They say, "One cannot prove the Bible by the Bible." Their argument makes no sense. If someone claimed that he had found another writing of William Shakespeare, the contents of the document (mannerisms, style of writing, choice of words and phrases, etc.) would be the best proof or disproof of the claim. Men would carefully examine the contents of the writing to determine the authenticity of the alleged author.


 


Likewise, if one wanted to determine if the Scriptures are the word of God, the Scriptures themselves should be investigated. The evidence in the Bible is overwhelmingly sufficient to convince all fair-minded people that the Bible is indeed the word of God. 


_________________________________________





BLUE SKIES��God hath not promised skies always blue,�flowers-strewn pathways. All our lives through, ��God hath not promised sun without rain, �joy without sorrows, peace without pain.��But God hath promised strength for the day,�rest for the labor, light for the way.��Grace for the trials, help from above,�unfailing sympathy undying love...�
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“THE MONEY FAILED”





By Bryan Matthew Dockens





Currency in the Weimar Republic of the 1920’s was so hyperinflated that banknotes were more useful for kindling fires than for their purchasing power.  There is little point to printed money whose value does not exceed that of sticks on the ground, a fact which modern gold enthusiasts are eager to bring attention to.





Economies are known to falter and collapse.  They have done so throughout history.  While Joseph governed Egypt, a seven-year famine severely afflicted the land.  So impoverished were the people that they traded first their money, then their livestock, and finally their lands and their very bodies in exchange for grain, saying, “The money has failed” (Genesis 47:13-19).





All earthly wealth fails eventually.  It fails in that it remains in this world when its late owner is deceased.  “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out” (1st Timothy 6:7).  It fails insomuch as all the world’s elements, gold and silver among them, will one day dissolve in the fire of God’s judgment.  “The elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up” (2nd Peter 3:10).





The Lord Jesus taught, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).


_______________________________________________________________





Why Hymn Books but Not Pianos?





By Steve Fontenot





Some may wonder how one could object to a piano in worship to God and yet have hymn books. Neither is specifically mentioned in the New Testament.





Let’s illustrate with Noah and the ark. When God told Noah to build an ark out of "gopher wood" (Gen. 6:14), that did NOT authorize Noah to use pine, fir, or cedar, for these are ANOTHER KIND of wood. To use another kind of wood WITHOUT AUTHORITY would have been presumption.


However, that command DID authorize tools to build with, and red, white, or yellow gopher wood (if there be such), even though not specifically mentioned.





Likewise, when God said, "sing" (Eph. 5:19), that did NOT authorize pianos, guitars, and organs, for these are ANOTHER KIND of music. To offer God another kind of music WITHOUT AUTHORITY is presumption. But, the command to sing DID authorize hymn books, a leader, lights, and harmony, though not specifically mentioned.
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HAPPY TO SERVE 


THE KING�


By Ron Drumm�


After the Queen of Sheba had visited King Solomon of Israel, she said, "It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your �words and your wisdom. However I did nto believe the words until I came and saw it with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed�the fame of which I heard. Happy are your men


and happy are your servants, who stand continually before you and hear your wisdom!" (1 Kgs. 10:6-8).





We as servants of Christ should be happy to stand continually before Him in service, and in hearing His wisdom. There is great blessing in serving such a King. The apostle John writes:�"Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the brethren and for strangers, who have borne witness of your love before the church. If you send them forward on their journey in a manner�worthy of God, you will do well" (3 Jno. 5,6).





Jesus describes how God blesses us, "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil no spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these...For you heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you" (Matt. 6:28-�33).





Jesus reminded His disciples, which is a reminder to us, that God knows our service and will reward us: "And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit everlasting life" (Matt. 19:29).





The Hebrew writer sums up happy service before God: "For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have �shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister" (Heb. 6:10). 
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AWAITING THE HARVEST��A stooped old man and a spry young man�Chanced to meet one day;�The young man said to the older one�In his braggart way:��"Why don't you walk up straight like me?�That's no way to grow old.�It's all a form of habit --- �At least that's what i'm told."��The old man gave him a knowing look�And said, "My dear young friend,�Have you ever examined a fin wheat field�And noticed the heads that bend?��"If not, just look them over close�As the harvest time draws nigh,�You'll find the heads that requite empty�Are standing tall and high.��"But the heads that count in the harvest time�Are filled and bending low,�Awaiting the reaper's sickle -- �Their time is short, you know.'��And as the young man passed on by,�He slowly bowed his head.�No doubt he pondered many a day�On the things the old man said.


_________________________________________�


Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your mother when she is old.


- Proverbs 23:22
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Do We Mean What We Sing?





By Gilbert Alexander





Our purpose in singing is to glorify God, "singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord" (Col. 3:16), to teach and admonish one another, and to receive mutual edification one from the others. It is necessary that truth be expressed if we are to accomplish this purpose. Further, it is necessary that we tell the truth about our own concerns, wishes, and aims. We need to sing truthful songs that we understand and that others can understand also. Singing what we cannot understand is akin to singing in a foreign language. 





We must think when we sing. It is easy to think on other things while we are singing familiar songs. Let us guard our thoughts diligently. Songs contain rich scriptural lessons, but that fact doesn't help us unless we think soberly. Singing can challenge us to consider our ways in view of our claims. "I want to be a worker for the Lord. I want to love and trust His Holy Word. I want to sing and pray and be busy every day in the kingdom of the Lord." So we sing. Do our actions support our claims? Or is our faith rather anemic and sickly (Rev. 3:1-3)? "You may have your worldly pleasures, your silver and your gold. You may pile up all the riches that this old world can hold. But I'd rather have my Savior, and with Him firmly stand, for I want to be ready to meet Him in the glory-land." Is this our real priority? "Jesus is all the world to me, my life, my joy, my all. He is my strength form day to day. Without Him I would fall. When I am sad, to Him I go. No other one could cheer me so. When I am sad, He makes me glad. He's my Friend." Are these our sentiments, manifested by our daily conduct? 





Do our hearts overflow with joy as we  sing, "Joy to the 


world, the  Lord is come"?  Do we  "sing and be happy" 


as we urge others to do? Does "heaven  hold all to me" 


because "I am Thine, O Lord, I  have  heard Thy  voice, 


and it told Thy love to me"? When we sing, "The gospel 


is for all," do we back up our words with  diligent efforts 


to help spread the word? "Am I a soldier of the  cross," 


and have I put on the whole armor of God, "taking every 


virtue and every grace to fortify the whole?" Or am I a coward hanging around the battle's edge and bitterly thinking, "If I had a better sword"...or "If I had the chances that soldier has, I could have done great things"? Do we mean it when we sing, "Without Him I could do nothing. Without Him I'd surely fail. Without Him I would be drifting like a ship without a sail"? Is Jesus Lord of all our tomorrows, our past, our conflicts, our thoughts, our longings, and our dreams? Can we honestly sing, "All my possessions and all my life, Jesus is Lord of all"? Is our heart filled with sorrow and love as we sing of the betrayal night and the garden of woe? Do our hearts thrill with joy as we sing, "Up from the grave He arose with a mighty triumph o'er His foes"? And how fully persuaded are we as we sing, "I believe that He is coming again"? Would it bother us to sing, "Hallelujah for the judgment day"? Do we mean what we sing?
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How Does The Lord "Open" Hearts?





By Greg Gwin





In Acts 16 we read: “And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.  And when she was baptized and her household, she besought us, saying, if ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.” (vs. 13-15). How did the Lord open her heart? Does He do the same thing to people today? Does this imply the necessity of a direct action of the Holy Spirit? Is it possible to know and obey the will of God without divine intervention in our lives?





Look carefully at this immediate context. Notice that they “spake unto the women” (vs. 13), and Lydia “heard us” (vs. 14), and she “attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul” (vs. 14). It seems clear that the means by which Lydia’s heart was opened was by the Word of God. There is nothing mysterious here. Rather, it is a demonstration of the power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16), and an example of God’s plan for “preaching to save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21).





Whatever the Lord did, and however the heart of Lydia was opened, it was the same thing that occurred in every other case of conversion in the book of Acts. Remember, God is “no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34,35). On Pentecost they “heard” and were “pricked in their heart” (2:37). On that day many “gladly received his word and were baptized” (2:41). Other examples abound in the book of Acts that directly link the teaching of the word with a heartfelt, obedient response (4:4, 8:12, 13:12, 13:48, 15:7, 16:32-33, 17:32-34, 18:8, 19:5,).





The Lord “opens” hearts today in the same way He always has — through the preaching of the Word. _________________________________
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A Thousand Times ... No!





By David Diestelkamp





Ever notice that you can say "no" a thousand times, but all those no's are canceled by one "yes"? "No, you can't have a cookie, can't have a cookie, can't have a cookie! Okay, yes!" The cookie will be eaten! To concede and fail you don't have to say yes as many times as you must say no to remain steadfast and succeed.





A thousand no's to fornication are deleted by one yes that robs one of his virtue and virginity. A thousand no's to adultery are swept away by a yes that destroys family, home and soul. A thousand no's to drugs are erased by a yes that opens the door to all kinds of destruction and excess. A thousand no's to stealing are forgotten by a yes on our record when we stand before the law. A thousand no's to pornography are overwhelmed by a yes that writes indelible images in the mind. It applies across the board to all sin. 





While it is certainly true that forgiveness in Christ is available for any sinful yes decision we make, this must not be seen as license to make that errant decision even once. We are called to completely die to sin (Rom. 6)-it is to have no part in us, or us in it.





Parents often tire of the "May I have a cookie?" question and finally concede with a yes. Kids know this. Satan knows this. We tire of saying no and looking different from others. We tire of our "no" answer causing abstinence from activities that appear pleasurable and fun. We tire of always being the one to say no. In time, sin nags us to the point where we finally want to say, "Okay, yes just this time." How much more can God expect us to resist-how many more times must we say no? 





The Hebrew writer reminds us, "You have not yet.     	 
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resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin" (Heb 12:4). We're not just talking about saying no to the point of alienation and missing out on some of life's pleasures. Resisting "to bloodshed, striving against sin" means saying no to sin until it kills us! that means a thousand times no to the sin that tempts us from within and from without. And when we have said no a thousand times it is then time to say it a thousand and one times, and more! 
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  Bare Facts





                             By Bob Crawley





It is quite common for a person to be immodestly dressed.  However, Christians are to shun this practice in keeping with the Scriptures in 1 Timothy 2:9,10 -- "In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works." Compare also 1 Peter 3:3,4.





The word of God censures the wearing of gaudy or sensually appealing clothes. A person may be guilty of this by "overdressing" through pride or vanity.





It seems to be equally possible for people to be immodestly undressed. At the season when little boys are thinking of going barefooted, their older brothers and sisters frequently "out-strip" them by baring considerably more than a foot.





Some pretend that this virtual undressing is to make the summer heat more bearable. Whom do they fool? They are not fooling those who have been in tropical climates and have seen demonstrated the fact that the surest way to parch to a crisp is by ignoring the need for a protective layer of light clothing.





Then, too, this disrobing always begins in the spring long before the weather becomes unbearably warm.





The psychologist understands that the wearing of scant clothing is an expression of the yearning which so many have to be bold, daring and risqué. It is a sensual form of exhibitionism. There is no shred of modesty in it.





Time was when such talk pointed to the public swimming places. Now it includes the front lawn, sidewalks, and streets of every city and town.





About all that remains to be done by those who want to be more bold than the rest is complete nudity. How long will our laws against even that be enforced?





Chastity involves more than abstinence from adultery. It includes a modest avoidance of that which encourages adulterous thought.


_______________________________________________________________





Therefore "Come out from among them And    be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch    what is unclean, And I will receive you." 


                                          - II Corinthians 6:17.
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God Will Not Accept Excuses





By Bill Crews





Repeated many times since are the words of some wise person of long ago: “When we really want to do something, we will find a way; but when we really do not want to do it, we will find an excuse.” How true! This has proven to be especially true of Christians who constitute a congregation assembling together to worship God or to study the Bible. Please read Hebrews 10:25 (”Not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is...”). As long as this is viewed as a burdensome and unpleasant duty, rather than as a pleasant and beneficial opportunity, this problem will persist.





There was the lady who was “unable” to attend so many assemblies and classes of a congregation, but many members had noticed that she seemed always “able” to attend any social functions -- picnics, showers, luncheons, parties -- planned by any of the members. There was the man who missed a service of a gospel meeting to go to a football game, but the same man wasn’t about to miss a day of work even though sick with the flu -- the day of work was a holiday and the pay was double. I do not believe that God expects us to do what we cannot do, but He knows the difference between “cannot” and “don’t want to.” He also knows the difference between “an acceptable reason” and ‘”just an excuse.”





It does not look good at all when Christians are “able” to go to ball games, family reunions, movies or rock concerts, but “unable” to attend services and classes. It does not look good either when one is “sick” almost every Lord’s day, but still “well enough” to go to work on other days. Let us be honest with God. He knows all the circumstances, and He will be our judge (Ecclesiastes 12: 14; Heb. 4:13). Be ready to answer to Him.
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What Are You Worth?





By Greg Gwin





Have you ever heard that the raw chemicals that compose your body, if reduced to their simplest form, would be worth less that one dollar on the open market? While this may be true, H. J. Marowitz, writing in a publication called Hospital Practice, has reached a far different conclusion. He priced the various complex ingredients of the human body using a standard catalog from a biochemical company. Prices ranged from hemoglobin at $2.95 per gram to a hormone called prolactin at $17,500,000 per gram. If these components were all synthesized from simpler forms, Morowitz estimates that the human body would be worth over 6 billion dollars! He proceedes to speculate about the incredible task of attempting to assemble these ingredients into cells, tissues, organs, etc., (which would require knowledge and ability that men do not possess). Finally, Morowitz concludes that the human body is priceless!





While this is not intended as an exhaustive study into the chemistry of our bodies, it does lead us to a few pertinent observations:





- We, too often, take for granted the wonderful blessings of God's creation, including our amazing physical bodies.





- We can see the value of each individual (body and soul) even more clearly when we consider that God sent his Son to die for us.





- And Jesus words seem to have extra meaning: "For what shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Mark 8:36,37).
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Suggestions For Christian Living





By Raymond E. Harris





STUDY: -- Upon becoming a Christian we should let God speak to us every day, through His Word. Paul wrote: "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth." (2 Tim. 2:15).


PRAY: -- Talk to God everyday! Paul wrote: "Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God" (Phil. 4:6). Also: "Pray without ceasing.  In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you" (1 Thess. 5:17,18).


BE FAITHFUL: -- It does no good to become a Christian unless one remains a Christian! Jesus said: "...he that endureth to the end shall be saved" (Matt. 10:22). Likewise He told the saints at Smyrna, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life" (Rev. 2:10).  Then in Acts 2:42, we learn that the early Christians were steadfast in doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread and in prayers. Hence, Christians must be faithful to God in regular worship and in every day life.


BEHAVE: -- In Eph. 4:1 we find Paul imploring church members to:  "Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called". In other words, Christians must always behave like Christians. One way to accomplish that is by constant and continued self examination. Paul encourages his readers to know themselves. If we will conscientiously  judge ourselves we will not be condemned under the judgment of God. (2 Cor. 13:5). He also wrote: "For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world" (1 Cor. 11:31, 32).


ADD TO YOUR FAITH:-- Many have made "shipwreck" of their faith because they did not sustain themselves spiritually after becoming Christians. In thirty years of observation, I have never known an able bodied person, who only attended one service or less per week, who could really be considered faithful! To be faithful is to be active, serving, growing and working. To be faithful is to personally be involved in the spreading of the Gospel, furthering the up building of the church and ever growing as a Christian.


VISIT THE SICK: -- Christian living is a life of love, concern and service to others (Matt. 25:30-34). It is truly more blessed to give than to receive! Jesus went about doing good. And saints are admonished to follow in His footsteps.


ABSTAIN FROM ALL APPEARANCE OF EVIL: -- (1 Thess. 5:22). In Eph. 5:26,27, we learn that the church is likened unto the bride of Christ. We learn that the bride (the church) is to be glorious, without spot, wrinkle or blemish. The church is made up of Christians. Therefore, if the church is to be pure and without blemish, its members will have to be pure and without blemish. To be a member of the bride of Christ is a great blessing but it carries with it grave responsibilities.
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Relevant Teaching





By Gilbert Alexander





When Peter spoke to the Jews on Pentecost, he talked to them about their actions and needs (Acts 2). He did not center his lesson upon the Gentiles, who were not there to hear his words. When he spoke the gospel to Cornelius and the Gentiles with him, he gave them information which they needed in order to please God (Acts 10). When Peter wrote his letter to those of the Dispersion, he taught them things relative to their needs as those set apart to God (I Peter). Note how many times the word "you" is used in these three passages. He was talking to his hearers about those things relevant to their obeying God and remaining faithful. He didn't talk in vague generalities so as to avoid hurting someone's feelings or "offending" some who then would go away and be lost.





When Paul preached to the Gentiles at Athens, his approach was suited to the needs of his audience (Acts 17). He did not spend his efforts talking to them about the sins and needs of the Jews. When he talked to pagans, he pointed out to them the errors and vanity of paganism (Acts 14:11-18). When he wrote to the saints at Corinth, he addressed their errors and told them what to do to correct what was amiss (1 Corinthians). Each letter he wrote was relevant to those to whom it was written: Romans to the saints at Rome, Galatians to the churches of Galatia, Colossians to those at Colossae, etc.





Our teaching today needs to be relevant to the audience before us. We need to say those things which will inform, encourage, and correct those who hear. The Scriptures are our text, handled aright (2 Timothy 3:16,17; 4:1-5). In warning about dangers and dangerous men, Paul named names and was specific (1 Timothy 1:19,20; 2 Timothy 4:10,14,15; 2:14-18; 1 Corinthians 15:12; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12). We, too, need to deal with specific truth specifically, so that people will know what we are talking about, what the Scriptures say, and what the responsibility of each one is. Preachers, do you preach so as not to make anyone uncomfortable, or do you, in love, tell your hearers what they need to hear in language that they will not misunderstand? How often do you use the word "you" in teaching others what they should do? Note Acts 2:37;38.
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Murphy’s Law and Eternity





By Greg Gwin





Have you heard of Murphy's Law? There are many versions, but the basic notion of Murphy’s Law is this: "If anything can go wrong, it will go wrong".  Any Saturday mechanic, weekend repairman, or home owning handyman will have to admit that this Murphy, whoever he was, had pretty good insight. Skinned knuckles, stripped threads, broken parts, missing pieces, and malfunctioning equipment are a continuing testimony to the apparent accuracy of Murphy’s pessimistic view.





However, there's one realm where this 'law' is clearly not true. Paul wrote, "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God" (Romans 8:28).  This is a wonderful promise, and a great blessing.  But note; it is only for "them that love God", and we know that love for God must be demonstrated by humble obedience.  “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments” (1 John 5:3).





Those who will not fully surrender to Him need not expect this outcome in their lives.





But wait!  Are we to believe that the life of a faithful Christian will be all roses; no troubles? No.  Paul writes again, "Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12). Persecution is never a pleasant thing, but those who serve God are told to expect it. So, how can we reconcile these two statements from Paul?





The answer lies in our perspective; whether we view things temporally or eternally.  Only when we are able to see the events of this life in relation to death, judgment, and eternity will we be ready to agree that "all things work together for good".  Ultimately, anything that makes us more like God wants us to be – anything that prepares us for a home in heaven – is a good thing.  Think!
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PRAYING FOR THE GREATER THINGS�


By Gary Henry�


"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these�things shall be added to you" (Matthew 6:33).





THE MOST FERVENT DESIRES THAT WE BRING TO GOD IN PRAYER OUGHT TO BE DESIRES HAVING TO DO WITH HIS GLORY, HIS PURPOSES, AND HIS WILL. Too often, the only question on our minds is whether God is working things out the way we wish.�Rarely do we concern ourselves with the more important question: whether�what is happening redounds to the praise of God's glory. Properly�understood, prayer is about God, not about us.





Like the disciples, we all need to say, "Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke�11:1). But learning how to pray is not simply learning more effective ways�to ask for what we want. As we learn to pray, we must learn to want the�higher things that relate to God's rule and His righteousness, and we must�learn to want them for higher reasons than those that usually motivate us.�Both our requests and our reasons for making them indicate how far along the�road of spiritual growth we've traveled. As we learn to seek God more�diligently, the less selfishly we'll pray for what we want from God and the�more genuinely we'll desire what God wants for us.





Much of modern prayer is characterized by what can only be called a�"demanding" spirit. Conditioned as we are to think that "feeling good" is�the main thing in life, our dealings with God tend to revolve around His�ability to do whatever will make us feel better. But this utilitarian�approach just kills the communication that God seeks from us. When we think�of no more than God's usefulness to us and, in effect, threaten to quit�believing if He doesn't straighten out every one of our difficulties, we're�being childish and shortsighted, if not outright blasphemous. God is not�Santa Claus, and real prayer has to do with far more than whether He is�giving us what we want. To "seek first the kingdom of God and His�righteousness" means, among other things, that we lay aside our demands and�simply trust God to give us what we need - giving thanks that His gifts�always result in His greater glory.





"O Lord, let me not henceforth desire health or life except to 


spend them for you, with you, and  in  you. You  alone know 


what is  good for me; do therefore what  seems best to  you. 


Give to me or take  from me; conform  my will to yours;  and 


grant  that with humble  and perfect  submission and in holy�confidence   I   may   receive   the  orders   of   your  eternal 


providence, and  may  equally adore all  that comes  to  me 


from you" (Blaise Pascal).
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Is Your Heart Big Enough?





By Steve Klein





So much of what it means to live for Jesus is summed up in the word love. Among other things, love is an essential ingredient in the recipe for unity among believers. The body of Christ builds itself up "in love" (Eph 4:16). Love is "the bond of perfection" (Col 3:14).





The love which binds us together is more than mere feeling or sentiment. It is a powerful force which inspires us to behave in specific ways (cf. 1 Cor 13:1-8).





Because love "does not rejoice in iniquity," one thing it compels us to do is to correct the errors of those whom we love. Gal 6:1-2 commands the following: "Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ."





In Galatians we are shown that "the law of Christ" is as a law rooted in love. Paul asserts that neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything "but faith working through love" (5:6). "Through love" we "serve one another" (5:13). "All the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself"(5:14). And, "the fruit of the Spirit is love. . ." (5:22). The point is that the law of Christ is a law of love and we fulfill it by bearing one another's burdens, including helping one another overcome sin.





Paul exemplified this spirit of love in his dealings with the Corinthians. In his first letter to them, he
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Applying yourself While You Are Young





"Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them." (Eccl. 12:1) "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord." (2 Cor. 3:18)


		"I once saw, lying side by side in a 		sculptor's workshop, two heads made 		of metal. One was perfect. All the 		features of a manly, noble face were 		clear and distinct. The other, however, 		had scarcely a single, recognizable 		human characteristic. It was marred 		and spoiled. The sculptor said, 'This 		one is badly distorted because the metal was allowed to cool before it was stamped out, and therefore it wouldn't take the impression.'" (From Bible Illustrator) 





Likewise, many souls might have been stamped with the likeness of the Savior while they were still warm with the vitality of early youth, but they allowed themselves to grow cold through pleasure, sin, and error. Thus, now they are misinformed, hardened, and lost forever. 


_________________________________________
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severely rebuked the Corinthians for their errors. In his second letter, he explained that "out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so abundantly for you" (2 Cor 2:4). He spoke so openly to them because his heart was "enlarged (2 Cor 6:11). His heart was swelling with love for the Corinthians, and he could not bear to see them lose their souls.





More than anything else, we need hearts enlarged with such love - love that refuses to sit idly by and watch as brothers and sisters in Christ are overcome with sin. "And above all things have fervent love for one another, for 'love will cover a multitude of sins'" (1 Pt 4:8). It should be noted that this passage does not say that love covers sins by ignoring them. Love "covers a multitude of sins" by encouraging the sinner to repent, and by readily forgiving him when he does. "Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins" (Jas 5:20).
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The Culture of No Consequences





By David Hartsell





In the beginning, the Lord blessed man with a paradise garden to keep, trim, and enjoy. Only one prohibition was mentioned. Adam and Eve were not to eat of the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil" (Gen. 2:17). If they ate, they would lose their place in the garden and forfeit their right to the "tree of life." They would lose their lives and their special relationship with the Lord. This was the consequence. Sadly, they ate of the prohibited tree and paid the consequences.





Have you noticed the singular lack of consequences in almost every system of American culture? God's plan of behavior management for children (the rod of discipline Pro. 22:15) has been set aside by parents and schools. Athletes, stars and politicians are seen to break laws with impunity. Bad manners and rudeness are tolerated if one is popular or famous. Coaches throw chairs, athletes sling helmets, and parents attack other parents, all clear violations of team rules and rules of appropriate behavior. Yet, rarely are those actions held to account. Proverbs 19:19 tells us the truth: "A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty; if you rescue him, you will have to do it again." Priests and teachers have abused children without penalty. Presidents lie, congressmen take money, etc.





Human beings require structure and discipline. Fortunately for us, our Creator planned for our growth and happiness by holding us accountable. God is honest with us: sin brings death. The Word clarifies His expectations and holds us accountable. God is predictable, consistent, and fair. And aren't we thankful for that!





The beauty queen and best player have the same consequence and reward as the rest of us. Moses, God's chosen leader, was held accountable for disobedience (Number 20). Samson, a judge chosen by God, maintained supernatural strength as long as he followed God's directions. However, God allowed Samson to suffer the consequences of foolish behavior: the Philistines cut his hair, blinded and imprisoned him. Ultimately Samson gained victory over himself and over his enemies; God did not abandon Samson but answered his prayer.





Obedience begins with the fear of consequences. God's people cannot thrive if they accept the culture of no consequences. Churches grow numerically but not spiritually. Many are suffering from the lack of discipline among their members. Fornication, bar-hopping, gossip, and bitterness find their way into churches. Behavior that is plainly un-Christian is ignored while the "positive" is accentuated. By overlooking sin, the consequences of sin are not seen or felt. Paul rebuked the Corinthian church for this (1 Cor. 5:1-5). They accepted an adulterer as a faithful brother. Paul told them to deliver him to Satan -- to let him 
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>>> he know where he was spiritually. They were not even to eat with him. How cruel! No! This is God's way of shocking the sinner into seeing the consequence of his sin.





Not all consequences are bad. In fact, the disciplining of the Corinthian adulterer caused him to repent and return to Christ. Paul urged the brethren to reaffirm their love to him (2 Cor. 2:3- 9). The renewal of Christian fellowship was crucial in helping this brother remain faithful. It remains the same today. We can not live without consequences. Some believe, because God does not punish sin immediately, He will not punish it at all. This is a serious mistake.





In this life we might evade many bad consequences. However, in judgment all will be made right. Everyone will stand before God to be judged based on the things we have done on earth (2 Cor. 5:10). Don't buy into the idea of a culture with no consequences, for there is no such place in existence.


______________________________________


Faith, Hope, Love





"And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love." (1 Cor. 13:13) 





A woman became very ill. After a time of hospitalization she returned home, but was        			confined to bed. Her eight- 			year-old daughter was not  			aware of the terminal status 			of the illness. This little girl  			stood outside the bedroom 			door one afternoon as the  			doctor, along with her         			father, visited her mother.   			She overheard the doctor   			say, "Yes, I will be frank      			with you. The time is not too 			far off. Before the last leaves have gone from the trees you will die." The little girl's presence was not detected. 





Sometime later the father came to the breakfast table to find that his little girl was not there as he had expected. After searching for her, he saw her out in the front yard. His heart was broken as he watched her picking up leaves that had begun to fall. She was using thread to tie them back onto the limbs of the tree. (From Rex Humbard) 
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Take Time For Your Children!


"Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, measured heaven with a span and calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? Weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as His counselor has taught Him?...To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare to Him?" (Isa. 40:12-13,18).





A little boy came to his father and asked him, "Dad, who made God?" The father, engrossed in the evening paper, responded, "Beats me, son." The little boy would not be put off. "Dad, why is the earth round?" The dad answered, "I don't know, son." The boy played for a minute, then asked, "Dad, is there life on other planets?" The father patiently answered, "Nobody knows the answer to that." Finally the boy asked his father, "Dad, do you mind me asking you all these questions?" The father put down his paper, "Why not at all son," he said, "how else are you going learn?"





Instead of being engrossed in our own interests, let us take advantage of every opportunity to teach our children about God. 


_________________________________________





Can you place these Bible characters in the order in which they lived?





		    order:		Bible Reference:


Moses		_________		  ___________





Paul		_________		  ___________





Abraham	____1____               Genesis 12:1-3





Esther		_________                ___________





Daniel		_________                ___________





Hezekiah	_________                ___________





Samson	_________                ___________





Joseph	_________                ___________
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Sojourners & Pilgrims





By Ed Brand





Peter urges saints to regard themselves as sojourners and pilgrims. A sojourner is one who lives among aliens. Pilgrims live in a strange place, away from one's own people. Hostility is injected into this alien, strange place by the phrase, which war against the soul (1 Pet. 2:11). He says the present dwelling place of Christians is in a strange, hostile land; a land where danger lurks in the form of fleshly lusts.





I know Americans who live abroad. They are literally sojourners. They are living in a country of which they are not native. The customs there are different from their homeland. Most of them live in relative safety from governmental persecution, but some do not. There is actual danger of deportation or threat of harassment while they live there. A remarkable thing about these people: they volunteered to live in this environment because they believe their being there would be helpful to the cause of Jesus. Living there is generally more rigorous and less comfortable than living in the USA. They have not forgotten their homeland and look forward to the time they can return.





Christians are living in a land which is not theirs and which is inhabited by people and influences which are foreign to them. How easy it is to forget that we are just pilgrims passing through. We are like Abraham who dwelled in tents (only a temporary home) while he traveled in search of the city which hath foundations (Heb. 11:9-10). He was incessantly looking for this permanent dwelling place.





The world is out to make us citizens. Its efforts, sometimes subtle, sometimes bold, are to make us feel at home here. We need to slip into something more comfortable. Since we are going to be here for awhile we ought to at least enjoy being here. Dont be so uptight.





I'm afraid many saints are vulnerable to this persuasive song the world sings. Some have concentrated so hard on the here and now that the there and then have all but been forgotten. We are surrounded with the gadgets of culture which dazzle and amaze our eyes and minds. The popular media praise modern paganism and denounce Christians with convictions as right-wing fanatics and bigots. Surely we do not want to be either fanatics or bigots. The only way to be relieved of those names is to cease opposition to the world's agenda, be silent and lay down our arms.





Dear brethren, when we become sophisticated and are comfortable in our surroundings, the enemy has won. Our lips will be silenced in opposition to wrong and closed for use to convert others. Our numbers will dwindle, our influence lessen, until we are gone. Vanished! Unless we remain conscious to the designations of sojourners and pilgrims and act consistently with the meaning of those terms.
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Thinking Too Highly Of Self





By Greg Gwin





The inspired Scriptures warn 


us about holding too high an 


opinion of  one’s  self.  Note: 


“For I say, through the grace 


given unto me, to every man 


that  is  among  you,  not  to 


think of himself more highly than he ought to think . . .”  (Romans 12:3)





With this warning in mind, a few observations seem appropriate:





1)    There has been much emphasis in recent years on the need to elevate self-esteem.  It is claimed that a variety of personal issues ranging from abusive relationships to weight problems are all linked to low self-esteem.  Fix this, and many of the problems will go away, or so we’re told.  Yet God’s Word indicates just the opposite – that man’s problems are most often associated with thinking too highly of himself.  While admitting that there are some cases of unnatural and destructively low self-esteem, it seems clear that the real danger for most of us is in an already too high opinion of self.  In fact, all the warnings of God’s Word are about the danger of high self-esteem, not low self-esteem.  Address this problem and many of our other issues will melt away.





2) Too high self-esteem is manifested in a compulsive attention to ‘ME’.  When we think too highly of self we are constantly worried that MY needs are not being met, MY interests, MY concerns, MY opinions aren’t being attended to like I think they should be, etc. Selfishness is the root of many troubles, and the modern self-esteem movement has amplified this significantly.





3) High self-esteem prevents us from developing the humble heart of a servant that God so much desires in us.  Our Lord said: “Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant” (Matt. 20:26-27).
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JUST GIVE ME THE GOSPEL!





"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein." (Jer. 6:16)


 


University of Wisconsin historian Thomas Reeves indicts popular religious belief and service. He writes: "Christianity in modern America is, in large part, innocuous. It tends to be easy, upbeat, convenient, and compatible. It does not require self-sacrifice, discipline, humility, an other-world outlook, a zeal for souls, a fear as well as love of God. There is little guilt and no punishment, and they imagine that the payoff in heaven is virtually certain."


 


Indeed, most religious people today are given over to the social gospel, and their churches are nothing more than social clubs. What we need today is a true revival, restoring the old paths that lead to salvation. 





_________________________________________





Can you place these Bible characters in the order in which they lived?





		    order:		Bible Reference:


Moses		____3____		 Exodus 2:10_





Paul		____8____		 Acts 7:58____





Abraham	____1____               Genesis 12:1-3





Esther		____7____               Esther 2:7____





Daniel		____6____               Daniel 1:6____





Hezekiah	____5____               II Kings 16:20_





Samson	____4____               Judges 13:24_





Joseph	____2____               Genesis 30:24





HOW DID YOU DO?�
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Paul's Urgent Concern for Colossae; Three Specific Defenses





By Warren E. Berkley





"For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words." (Col. 2:1-4)





Paul wanted God's people in Colossae and Laodicea to know of his urgent concern for them. Why? What was up? As you read further into the chapter you discover the specific threats to their faith that provoked the apostle's sense of urgency.





He knew there were deceivers in their area using persuasive words to dissuade people away from their faith in the deity and sufficiency of Christ. He was well aware of the aggressive campaigners of a false religious system, who would "cheat" Christians "through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ," (v.8). The apostle had in mind the threat from religious defrauders (v.18) who would make their appeals through "an appearance of wisdom and self-imposed religion," yet would enforce a "neglect of the body," (v.23). These were the specific threats Paul was concerned about, for those in the Lycos River Valley. The same kind of dangers abounds in our time.





			How do you strengthen Christians against threats to their 			faith? You use teaching to get courage into their hearts, 			unity into their relationships and lead them on toward a 			fuller assurance of understanding. This is what every   			Christian needs today, as urgently as then.





			ENCOURAGED HEARTS - "...that their hearts may be 			encouraged..." The Word of God received in good and 			honest hearts will result in moral courage. Paul knew this is 			what they would need, so he was anxious to teach them 			carefully to build them up in internal courage. "These   			brethren needed to be strengthened or fortified inwardly to 			the end that they might both advance in the faith and be 			equipped successfully face the threat of false teaching," 			(Walton Weaver, Truth Commentaries, p. 404).                                                           											 >>>
































































































































































































































































































































			    


			


			























Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920








Visit our website:


www.chapmanhwy churchofchrist.com








Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 








Regular Scheduled


Services:





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30








WHERE


EVERYONE IS


WELCOME!











>>> UNITY "...knit together in love..." This is not coerced unity (like a prison chain-gang). This describes people who love each other, and want to be together and work together in what is right. When a crisis comes against a group, they generally either fall apart or they pull together. Paul, anticipating an intensive threat and temptation mounted by this false religion, wanted the Christians to pull together in unity. The approach of error should be answered by a united front. There is strength in unity. Albert Barnes has observed: "It means properly to make to come together, and hence refers to a firm union, as where the hearts of Christians are one. Here it means that the way of comforting each other was by solid Christian friendship, and that the means of cementing that was love. It was not by a mere outward profession, or by mere speculative faith; it was by a union of affection."





MATURITY IN UNDERSTANDING - "...the full assurance of understanding..." Christians who are knowledgeable in the Word can be "quicker on the draw" when approached by false teachers and defrauders. In view of the danger in the area of Colossae and the seductions they would have to answer, Paul wanted them to have a rich and deep understanding; to have the capacity to properly and quickly distinguish between truth and error.


These are three defenses every Christian should seek: encouraged hearts, unity in love, and maturity in understanding. Preachers, teachers and elders need to present the Word of God in such a manner, these defenses are promoted. Every Christian should study and apply the Word of God with steadfastness, so that the enemy simply cannot find his entrance.


______________________________________





GOSPEL MEETING!





Lon Spurgeon


May 20-23





Make Your Plans Our Gospel                            Meeting Is Coming Soon!
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The One Who Loved You Enough





By Greg Gwin





Can you remember who it was that taught you the gospel? Maybe it was a friend or neighbor. Perhaps it was a co-worker. For many of us it was our parents. No matter who it was, there's something we know about them. They loved you! They loved you enough to teach you the saving gospel of Christ.





Think about it for a minute. It would have been easier for your teacher (whoever it was) to simply keep quiet. It requires effort to teach others. You have to know the truth yourself. That means you have to spend the time to study and learn. Then, you have to be willing to speak up, to invest the time to teach, to expose yourself to the possibility of rejection. And, not a few have had to withstand the unpleasantness of being ridiculed for what they have taught.





Why did they do it? What motivated them into action? The answer is simple - they loved you! They loved your eternal soul, and they were willing to do the work of teaching you because they did not want to see your soul lost forever in hell.





Now, what will you do? You have learned about the salvation that is in Christ. You have benefited from this knowledge in obeying the truth. Your sins are forgiven. You have the hope of heaven when you die. You have all the spiritual blessing that are in Christ Jesus.





Are you going to stop the chain of loving concern? Are you going to refuse to do for others as was done for you? If you do not teach the gospel to others, you are, in effect, saying that you don't love them enough. You are showing that you are unwilling to make the effort, to go to the trouble, to speak up to save them. You don't love them like you should.





Someone loved you. They loved you enough to teach you. Won't you show that same love to others? Think!
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GARAGE SALE GRACE AND FLEA MARKET SALVATION





By Alan Turner





The obvious question is, "What in the world do garage sales and flea markets have to do with grace?" The obvious answer ought to be, "Absolutely nothing!" But such is not the case. Many people today are in search of a bargain even in the religious realm. 





The overwhelming success of garage sales and flea markets in today's society demonstrates that many are interested in a bargain. Likewise, in the spiritual realm, many seem to approach the subject of grace with the same bargain hunting frame of mind. They want to obtain the benefits of grace, but they want to do so as cheaply as possible. In truth, their question is: "How little must I give before I can possess it?"





Grace Is Free but Not Cheap - In Ephesians 2:8,9 and Romans 5:15-18, we find that salvation is by God's grace and cannot be merited by any work which man can perform. But for someone to think the benefits of grace can be had at bargain basement prices is a serious mistake and only serves to demonstrate how that individual has completely misunderstood the subject of grace. The unmerited and gracious gift of God's Son for the redemption of fallen man was not something that was deserved by any thing man has done or ever could do. It comes as a free gift from God and is completely unmerited by man, but this is not to say it is not without great cost on the part of both God and man. Does this all seem confusing to you?





Are you wondering how something can be free yet costly? Then maybe you are confusing the physical and spiritual realms. Let's spend some time considering the cost of God's grace. 





What It Cost God - Our God and Heavenly Father gave His "only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved" (John 3:16, 17). The Father gave His Son and the Son gave His life; but there is more. The relationship the Father and Son had enjoyed throughout eternity (John 1:1) was disrupted (Philippians 2:5-8) so that man could be justified (Romans 3:26). When one begins to contemplate the great sacrifice of both the Father and the Son, one is simply overwhelmed by the great cost of this thing called grace. 





What It Costs Man - One gets an insight into what the "free gift" of salvation costs man when, in Matthew 13:44,45, our Lord said: "Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and seeketh all that he hath, and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it." To receive the benefits of grace, one must be willing to give all that one has, i.e., "If any man will come after Me, let him   >>>
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>>> deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me" (Matthew 16:24). In other words, in order to receive the benefits of God's grace, the Lord requires a complete sacrifice of our lives to Him (Romans 12:1, 2).


The blood-bought are aware of the marvelous price God paid so that He could bestow His grace upon them (I Corinthians 6:19,20), and know they are under obligation to the Giver of this grace to walk in the footsteps of Jesus (I Peter 2:21-23). When one truly understands the great value of grace, he will give all that he has to possess it, knowing that there is no way he could ever really pay for it. It is within this context that the Lord said: "Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light" (Matthew 11:29, 30). He is not saying there is no work (i.e., righteousness) to be performed, but that when compared with the benefits to be received such righteousness is easy and light. In other words, "I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us" (Romans 8:18). Cheap Prices - When grace is reduced to a doctrine, principle, or system it is cheapened, and those who engage in such endeavors demonstrate a real lack of understanding about this subject. The religious world is full of flea market salvation and garage sale grace. Belief in God (viz., mental assent), we are told by some, is all that is necessary for one to receive the remission of his sins. 
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Teaching the Gospel and a bar of soap!





"For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or understand." (2 Cor. 1:13) 





An interesting story is told of how the familiar words "It floats" came to be used as the advertisement for a certain popular soap. Years ago, when the product was ready to be put on the market, the advertising Manager asked for a phrase or sentence that would describe the soap and differentiate it from any other. 





One of the clerks in the manager's office submitted the following: "The alkaline elements and vegetable fats in this product are blended in such a way as to secure the highest quality of saponification alone, with a specific gravity that keeps it on top of the water, relieving the bather of the trouble and annoyance of fishing around for it in the bottom during his ablutions." 





The advertising manager blue-penciled this and substituted the two words, "It floats." 





As we teach the gospel to others, let us do our best in making the message clear and plain.


_________________________________________ 



































The benefits of grace can be possessed, they say, without repentance, baptism, and a continual "walking in the light." Furthermore, these "faith only" advocates tell us that once one has received the blessings of God's grace and been saved from his past sins he can never fall from such grace so as to be lost. In addition to being a clear contradiction of Scripture (cf. Galatians 5:4), such teaching cheapens grace and ultimately makes it nothing more than a cloak for evil-doing.





There are those who call themselves Christians today who have no concept of discipleship. They wish to join themselves to local churches of Christ but they do not intend to submit to church discipline. To those like this, the apostle Paul wrote: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Galatians 6:7-9).





That which has cost God so much cannot be cheap for us. It must be seen as the priceless gift it is. Although we give all we have to possess it, it is ours because God gave it to us. Let us always be determined to keep grace in its proper perspective, remembering what it cost our Heavenly Father and His only begotten Son. Let us be determined never to reduce grace to simply a theological system to be memorized. Let us teach that grace must be accepted on God's terms and not man's. In so doing, we will never become involved in that which is worthless, namely, bargain basement salvation! 
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Irony





By Bryan Matthew Dockens





Irony, according to the American Heritage Dictionary, is "The use of words to express something different from and often opposite to their literal meaning". Consider the following examples.





"Please drink responsibly." Out of context, this statement might be suggesting that consumers should exercise reasonable precautions with ordinarily harmless beverages. For instance, a cup of steaming hot coffee should be handled in such a way as to avoid spilling it on one's lap. However, every television viewer recognizes these words from advertisements promoting alcoholic beverages. That's ironic because there is no responsible way to consume an alcoholic beverage.





The consumption of alcohol leads directly to drunkenness, which is explicitly and repeatedly forbidden in scripture (Romans 13:13; 1 Corinthians 6:10; Galatians 5:21). Intoxication is doubly sinful in that it prevents self-control, a necessary quality in every Christian (Galatians 5:23; 2 Peter 1:6). There's nothing responsible about drinking alcohol.





"Please play responsibly." This phrase might be used to warn a pitcher not to bean the batter. Instead, these words come from advertisements promoting lotteries in those states where such is legal. The lottery is a form of gambling which involves the drawing of lots for a prize. There is no such thing as responsible gambling because gambling is covetous (Ephesians 5:3; Hebrews 13:5), and violates the principle of legitimate gain (Ephesians 4:28; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12).





"Practice safe sex." To a Christian, this means that sexual intercourse is reserved for marriage and marriage alone. Sadly though, safe sex to the world means taking precautions – even while engaging in sex with various partners – to make sure you don't contract STDs and HIV. The only safe sex that has ever existed is intercourse with one's own husband or wife (Proverbs 5:18-19; 1 Corinthians 7:1-5; Hebrews 13:4). All sexual relationships outside marriage are immoral (1 Corinthians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8), and are unsafe because they incur the wrath of God (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Ephesians 5:5; Revelation 21:8).


_______________________________________________________________
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Are You Taking Your Medicine?





By J.D. Williams





An   elderly   gentleman   who 


hated   going    to   the  doctor 


became  ill.  Finally   agreeing 


to    go,    he   was    given   a 


prescription    to     be    taken 


daily   for   a   month.   Taking 


his   first     dose    he   nearly 


choked!   So,    he    added  a 


little   water   to  it.   His   next 


dose   was   just  as  bad,  so 


he  added a little  honey  to it. He  continued  adding  a little this, a little that, until it began to taste pretty good.





When he returned to the doctor for his checkup however, the doctor was puzzled as to why there was no progress made. "Did you take your medicine as I prescribed", the doctor asked. "Sure did", the old man replied. The doctor said, "Well, I don't understand why you haven't improved".





I think we all see what happened. The old man kept adding things to his medicine until it was so deluded it couldn't do the work for which it was intended. Too many people say they are taking the medicine God has prescribed, but by adding their old traditions and man made creeds along with other erroneous practices they have not only deluded God's word but have polluted it beyond any usefulness. Some of these traditions go back hundreds of years and are given equal authority with God's word. By doing this they feel they have made his word more palatable, but in reality have only weakened it and robbed it of any real value.





God's word can be strong medicine sometimes, but the great Physician knows what He is doing. No one can take this watered-down ‘medicine’


taught by men and correctly expect to be cured of their sins.


______________________________________





As a dog returns to his own vomit, So


a fool repeats his folly.  - Proverbs 26:11





It has been said that madness is doing             the same things over and over again           expecting a different result!
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Slow Down!





"And He said to them, 'Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.' For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat." (Mark 6:31)


 


In the deep jungles of Africa, a traveler was making a long trek. Coolies had been engaged from a tribe to carry the loads. The first day they marched rapidly and went far. The traveler had high hopes of a speedy journey, but on the second morning these jungle tribesmen refused to move. For some strange reason they just sat and rested. On inquiry as to the reason for this strange behavior, the traveler was informed that they had gone too fast the first day, and that they were now waiting for their souls to catch up with their bodies. (From Springs In The Valley, by Lettie Cowman, p. 196-197)


 


Often, in the mad rush of our hectic, rat-race society we have very little time to enjoy the simple things of life. Our lives seem to be going in all directions with very little time for rest or peace. Perhaps it would be good for us to slow down and let our souls catch up with our bodies.


_________________________________________





WHO AM I?





1.  I had been to Jerusalem to worship.





2.  I was reading the prophet Isaiah.





3.  A man named Philip road with me.





4.  I said to Philip, See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?"





5. Philip said to me, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." 





Who am I?   ____________________________
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Effective Discipline





By Gilbert Alexander





"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6). This verse, along with others, teaches the necessity of proper teaching of children. The are to be brought up "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:1-4). While many parents recognize their duty of training their children, some of them have a difficult time in effectively training or disciplining their children. Some parents throw up their hands in despair over even small children, normal children, saying, "I just can't do anything with him!" 





This article, by no means a proclamation that it's author can solve all problems, is intended to be a "how to" article, setting forth some practical principles that are, in my judgment, basic and essential to effective discipline. Please examine these thoughts carefully, and if they can help you, use them to the developing of good lives for your children. 





1. Discipline Begins In Infancy: -- Waiting till a child is 4 or more years old to begin some of the basics of discipline creates severe problems. 





2. Discipline Must Be Impartial: -- Consider the problems caused by Jacob's apparent favoritism among his sons (Gen. 37). While one child may have a more appealing manner, parents must not allow such to excuse his misbehavior, while punishing other children for the same misdeed. 





3. Effective Discipline Must Be Consistent: -- This seems to be one of the greatest weaknesses with some parents. It is confusing to a child's sense of obedience to punish him one day for doing what he is allowed to do on other days. 





Our "no's" and "yes'es" should be as consistent as we can make them. Parents who fluctuate between severity and laxity with their children will have problems with their behavior. 





4. Effective Discipline Should Contain Incentives: -- Though it is not always possible or necessary, children should be given an understanding, whenever possible, of the values and goals of doing assigned tasks or behaving in a prescribed manner. This gives them something to work for, a desirable thing to accomplish. 





5. Effective Discipline Must Be Authoritative: -- When a parent gives a command, he should expect proper compliance, and the child should clearly understand that he is expected to obey. When parents command and allow children to ignore those commands, they are actually teaching their children that obedience is not necessary. This applies to minor instructions like "Pick up your shoes," as well as to weightier matters. Parents, mean what you say, and back it up with the corrective measures necessary to enforce it.                    >>>
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>>> 6. Effective Discipline Must Begin With Self: -- Parents who do not discipline themselves are in no position to effectively train their children. How can one teach his children the ruinous nature of bad habits while he indulges in them himself? How can he teach his children obedience to the law when he habitually violates laws? Self-control is essential for parents to effectively teach their children. 





7. Effective Discipline Must Be Based On Good Judgment And Common Sense: -- Do not the Scriptures stress wisdom, discretion, and reasonableness? Technical know-how must be tempered and used with sensibility. Extremism begets extreme behavior. If one wants his children to behave calmly, to have level dispositions, he must not be explosive and violent himself. 





8. Love Is The Bond Of Perfectness: -- All the efforts of discipline should be motivated by a healthy, godly love, as children are taught the love of God and man. Thus they should learn that obedience is a demonstration of love, just as proper discipline is a demonstration of love.


______________________________________





"A Nation of Biblical Illiterates"





"Having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart..." (Eph. 4:18) 





Pollster George Gallup Jr. has long referred to America as a "nation of biblical illiterates." Only four in 10 Americans know that Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. A majority of citizens cannot name the four Gospels of the New Testament. Two-thirds of Americans believe there are few, if any, absolute principles to direct human behavior. Only half of Lutherans, Methodists, and Presbyterians believe in the devil, but 56 percent of Lutherans and 49 percent of Methodists believe in UFOs. One-third of Methodists and Presbyterians have faith in astrology. While nearly three-fourths of all Americans believe in hell, hardly any believe it to be their likely destination in eternity. 
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THE SPEED OF A RUMOR








"A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter." (Prov. 11:13)


 


Several years ago, Dr. Albert H. Cantril, a professor at Princeton University, conducted a series of experiments to demonstrate how quickly rumors spread. He called six students to his office and in strict confidence informed them that the Duke and Duchess of Windsor were planning to attend a certain university dance. Within a week, this completely fictitious story had reached nearly every student on campus. Town officials phoned the university, demanding to know why they had not been informed. Press agencies were frantically telephoning for details. Dr Cantril observed, "That was a pleasant rumor - a slanderous one travels even faster." 


_________________________________________





WHO AM I? (How did you do?)





1.  I had been to Jerusalem to worship.





2.  I was reading the prophet Isaiah.





3.  A man named Philip road with me.





4.  I said to Philip, See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?"





5. Philip said to me, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." 





Who am I? Ethiopia eunuch, Acts 8:26-39
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What Happened To...PLAIN OLD BIBLES?





By Warren Berkley





In the 1950’s my daddy sold Bibles. This was something he did “on the side”, and he never enjoyed much monetary profit. He did get a few free Bibles and he was pleased to help others make a purchase. He worked for the Kirkbride company (through mail order) and his “inventory” was composed of ONE BIBLE! There were several different kinds of covers or binding materials, colors and sizes. But there was only one Bible: the King James, in the Thompson Chain-Reference format. In the 50’s the Bible my daddy sold was considered “top-of-the-line” and almost an innovation. It wasn’t like some of the other Bibles folks carried to the church building; to some it was considered too expensive and too “fancy”, but it did contain the King James text even if some of the reference links were controversial.





The Bible market today has “evolved” far beyond the “old” Thompson Chain-Reference King James. Have you been through a Bible book store lately? Have you browsed through one of the latest catalogs? It’s hard to find a plain ole’ Bible anymore. Here’s what the market offers today (brief sampling):


THE LIVING INSIGHTS STUDY BIBLE; THE NIV STUDY BIBLE; THE INTERNATIONAL INDUCTIVE STUDY BIBLE; THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE STUDY BIBLE; THE PRAISE & WORSHIP STUDY BIBLE; THE PROPHESY STUDY BIBLE; THE ORIGINAL AFRICAN HERITAGE STUDY BIBLE; THE MEN’S STUDY BIBLE; THE WOMEN’S DEVOTIONAL BIBLE; THE TEEN STUDY BIBLE; THE SERENDIPITY BIBLE; THE ONE-MINUTE BIBLE; THE PERSONAL GROWTH BIBLE.





Based on current trends, I can’t wait to see what’s next! THE ENGINEER’S BIBLE - with built-in conversion charts for calculating the dimension of Noah’s Ark; THE CAR BIBLE - no text, just looks like a Bible on the outside; leave it on the dash; or THE SCRATCH AND SNIFF BIBLE - with imbedded aroma tabs in the column, so you can scratch and sniff what the smell must have been on board the ark. Seriously, what is to be said about all these many “kinds” of “special” Bibles?





One aspect of this is the function and pressure of the retail market. This kind of “specialty” competition is characteristic of the modern market place, not just Bibles. Today, there are hundreds of coffees and thousands of hamburgers. Free market conditions drive inventors and producers to offer products in common use, but in such varieties of style as to gain some advantage over competitors. This is obvious in the Bible market; a lot of effort goes inot packaging and the promise of some advantage over a “regular” Bible. It is the “better mouse trap” element that operates in virtually every area of the retail market. The aggressive salesman will suggest that you need more than just the text of God’s Word; you need, if you are a man, THE MEN’S STUDY BIBLE (promotes the theology and emphasis of Promise Keepers). It may be that some of these speciality Bibles have some limited use.                                 >>>
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>>> Some, however, advance some human agenda. And don’t forget, the impetus behind a lot of this is the free market. (It is my opinion that another factor is the politically correct “multi-cultural” emphasis sweeping our country. Such fads in society are taken into account by retail producers and outlets, you can be sure!)





This may be a good time to be reminded of the power and sufficiency of God’s Word. The soul stained by the guilt of sin can be purified by obeying the truth of the gospel (1 Pet. 1:25; Rom. 1:16,17; 1 Pet. 3:21; Psa. 19:7). Men, women, teenagers, African Americans, Engineers, and parents can read the Word of God by itself and learn what to believe and do to be saved. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work,” (2 Tim. 3:16,17; see also Jude 3 and 2 Pet. 1:3)





Warnings need to be issued about modern translations. The fact that a translation has been produced in modern times does not necessarily argue that it is corrupt. Yet we know some are, and many of the “specialty” Bibles are based on translations which may not be reliable. One concern is some of the translators and publishers may have an agenda they are advancing through their work!





The proliferation of “specialty” Bibles makes it necessary to carefully distinguish between God’s Word and the comments of men. I was teaching someone in a home Bible class one time and challenged someone to find a statement in the Bible establishing a future reign of Christ on earth. A week later the man called and read a section to me from the margin of an annotated reference Bible published by premillennialists? It may seem elementary and obvious to us, but many of those we hope to reach may need an explanation - that there is a difference between the Words of God and the comments and notes supplied by uninspired men. This explanation will serve our purposes well, since this is one of the fundamentals we want alien sinners to accept! “Blessed is the man who trust in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him.” (Jer. 17:7)





It is absolutely necessary to have a Bible and most of us need one translated into English. This does not mean we are advised to go into any religious book store and purchase anything that is called a Bible. Let the buyer beware! 
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Big "I"





By Ray Ferris





" . . . I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds." Acts 26:29.





Perhaps many of us recognize these words as those spoken by Paul to Agrippa when he told Paul that he had almost been persuaded to become a Christian (KJV). Have we ever stopped to think of what it would require for us to be able to make the same statement that Paul made to Agrippa? It would mean much more than being just a member of the church. It would mean that I could examine the type of life that I am now living, and yet be able to say the world would be a much better place to live in, even if every other person in the world were living that same type of life! It would mean that the universal church of Christ would be more like what the Lord would have it to be, even if every other Christian lived and served the same way that I do! It would mean that the local congregation of the body where I worship would be more active and more zealous in doing that which is pleasing to the Lord, even if every other member of that congregation attended the services, gave of his money, and helped to do that which must be done just as I do. Remember, Paul said ". . . I would to God, that ... all that hear me this day, were ... altogether such as I am . . . " What a sobering thought!





But now, let us apply the thought. Are you a member of the Lord's church? Then ask yourself this question: "If every other person in the local congregation where I am a member worshipped, labored for, and served the Lord as I do, what would this church be like?" We all think it is wonderful for the church to do very great things, but when the time comes to do, oftentimes "Big I" am not to be found.
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LIVING WITH YOUR CONSCIENCE





By Greg Gwin





Whether you realize it or not, you DO live with your conscience.  Everyone does! In one way or another -- in our ‘private times’ -- we are compelled to grapple with our consciences.





There is a right way and a wrong way to do this. Many folks misuse their consciences and, in the process, they defeat the purpose for which God gave them to us.





In order for this God-given ‘guidance system’ to work, it must be properly trained. We must have our "senses exercised to discern both good and evil" (Hebrews 5:14). If the correct training is not supplied, then we may easily operate in the realm of self-deception. Saul of Tarsus did this. We know that he was the most notorious of those who persecuted the early church. He "made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison" (Acts 8:3). Yet he would later state that he had "lived in all good conscience before God" (Acts 23:1) and that he thought he was correct when he did "many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts 26:9). You see -- as in Saul's case -- it is easily possible to supply our conscience with wrong information. And, when improperly ‘programmed’, it is possible for the conscience to suffer no ‘pangs’ even when we engage in the most awful and ungodly deeds.





Others know better -- they have been trained -- but over 


a  long  period  they  continue  to  ignore and violate the 


dictates of their consciences. Finally,  their consciences 


become "seared with a hot iron"  (1 Timothy 4:2). These 


poor folks  have ruined  the  advantage  that  God  gave 


them, and now they prolong their sinfulness without any 


‘internal alarm’ to warn them of their misconduct.





And so, whether by supplying the conscience with misinformation or by simply ignoring its urgings, we end up living with our consciences in such a way that they do us no good. In such instances, the "mind and conscience is defiled" (Titus 1: 15).





Our goal, on the other hand, ought to be to "war a good warfare; holding faith, and a good conscience" (1 Timothy 1:18,19). We should seek to maintain a "pure conscience" (2 Timothy 1:3), a "good conscience" (1 Peter 3: 16) and a "conscience purged from dead works to serve the living God" (Hebrews 9:14). The doing of this requires that we:





1) Give our consciences the right training. This begins early in life. Parents are the early source of the moral guidance that trains the conscience (Ephesians 6:4). But the process never ends. As we reach adolescence and adulthood we must continue to study the Word and know what it says. Without constant    >>>
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>>> reminders, the conscience will begin to weaken, and will ultimately lose its ability to offer necessary correction and reproof. Beware of the danger of thinking that you know enough already -- that you've learned all there is to know -- that you don't need to study any more. As soon as you begin to think this way, you have started down the road that will lead to an impaired conscience -- and then to a sinful departure from God.





2) Obey our consciences. It is one thing to know what is right -- to have a conscience that can hurt us when we contemplate sinful deeds -- and another thing to actually obey our consciences. We ought to be like Paul who said he had "renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.” 





3) Never violate our consciences. Paul warns that doing any thing that is "not of faith is sin" (Romans 14:22). Remember, of course, that "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10: 17). Therefore, we should strive to do everything we do so as to remain in harmony with what we understand to be taught in the Word of God. If you cannot do that, it is a sin -- an act done in "doubt" (Romans 14:23) -- a violation of conscience.





Thus, we all live with our conscience in some way. If we are careful to properly train and obey its dictates, then we have the spiritual advantage that God designed for us when he supplied us with our conscience. 


______________________________________ 
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Your Life Will Be What You Make Of It!





I gave you life, but I cannot live it for you.





I can teach you things, but I cannot learn for you.





I can give you directions, but I cannot always be there to lead you.





I can teach you the gospel, but I cannot believe for you.





I can teach you right from wrong, but I cannot always decide for you.





I can buy you beautiful clothes, but I can’t make you beautiful inside.





I can offer you advice, but I cannot accept it for you.





I can give you love, but I cannot force it upon you.





I can teach you to share, but I cannot make you unselfish.





I can teach you respect, but it is you that show honor.





I can advise you about your friends, but I cannot choose them for you.





I can advise you about sex, but you must keep yourself pure.





I can tell you about the facts of life, but I can’t build your reputation.





I can tell you about alcohol and drugs, but I can’t say NO for you.





I can warn you about sin, but I cannot do your morals for you.





I can love you as a child, but I cannot place you in God’s family.





I can pray for you, but I cannot make you walk with God.





I can tell you how to live, but I cannot give you eternal life.





Think about the life that you are building?
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Drawing Strength from the Courage of Others





By Bill Hall





How thankful we should be for wonderful examples of courage that spur us on to greater strength in the Lord's service.





Paul was just such an example: "And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear" (Phil. 1:14). These brethren, formerly timid and reticent, were drawing strength from the courage of Paul.





Other examples abound. Stephen's plea, 'Lord, lay not this sin to their charge," surely had for its source of strength the forgiving spirit of the Lord (Acts 7:60). The Thessalonian church found a source of strength in the example of the churches in Judea (1 Thess. 2:14).





The Philippian church, a model of courage and conviction, could no doubt trace much of its strength back to the wonderful example of patience and equanimity demonstrated by Paul and Silas while in their midst. The Hebrew Christians were admonished to "remember them that had the rule over you, men that spake unto you the word of God; and considering the issue of their life, imitate their faith" (Heb. 13:7).





Christians of this generation are similarly drawing strength from the courage of others. Young men who refuse to miss services of the church to play on a ball team; young women who refuse to be seen in public in scanty attire; businessmen who would lose their jobs rather than compromise their convictions; women who continue to adorn themselves in "meek and quiet spirits" whatever the sophisticated world thinks or says of them; sick people who bear their afflictions with patience and faith; elderly people who continue to attend worship when they are hardly able to go anywhere else; dying people who demonstrate how Christians ought to die; all are sources of strength and courage for others as they face similar circumstances. These all share a common spirit with the great characters of the Bible: they see in their temptations, trials, afflictions, and persecutions a special opportunity to be like Christ, to demonstrate their fidelity to Him, and to provide a source of strength for those who might be weak and wavering around them. 


They  seize  the opportunity  and stand, and all of us  are 


stronger because of them. Of these  courageous  people 


this world truly is not worthy.





Are we, however, to  be always on the  receiving  end of 


the strength  of  others? As  we  draw  strength  from the 


courage of others, we  must in  turn  become  sources of 


strength and courage. Others look to us. Each of  us has 


a "charge to keep," "God  to glorify," and “a  present age 


to serve."
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What Will You Do With Sin?





By Jeff May





Man's greatest problem is sin. It wrecks lives, marriages, homes, relationships, etc. Worst yet, it separates from God. What shall we do with sin? There are 3 possibilities.





LIVE WITHOUT SIN - 





Can a man go several days without sinning? What about a month? Could he make it one year? Why even discuss it? In all of the history of man, only one man has lived without sin. He is our Savior Jesus Christ


(1 Pet. 2:22). But as for the rest of us, the Bible says that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23).





The man who claims he has never sinned is called a liar by God. "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." To make such a claim is to call God a liar because He says you have sinned. "If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us" (1 Jn. 1:10).





To live without sin is surely the goal of every Christian as he awakens each day. But to make it to heaven on absolute sinlessness just isn't going to happen for us.





DIE TO SIN - 





This brings us to a second possibility. We can make the conscious decision to die to sin. This means that we strive at every moment to put sin to death in our lives. The process began at baptism when the old man of sin was crucified and buried. The Bible says that "our old man of sin was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin" (Rom. 6:6).





A man approached his friend and asked, "Are you still smoking." The friend replied, "No, I quit." When asked how he did it, he said, "I died to it." That's the idea!! It may be that we occasionally sin, but the rule of our life is that we are dead to sin. It no longer rules us (Rom. 6:11-12).
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ARE YOU IN THE KINGDOM?





"Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." (Matt. 11:11) 





John was truly a great man in many ways. He was a child of promise born to godly parents. He prepared the way for the Lord and bore witness of Jesus as the Christ. His preaching was plain and powerful, and many people went out to be baptized by him. He died a martyr. 





Nevertheless, as Jesus said, "He who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." This shows the greatness of the kingdom and the value of the blessings therein. Those who make up the kingdom have been redeemed by the blood of Christ. Col. 1:13-14 says, "He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins." 





How about you? Have you been delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom? If not, why not obey the gospel today?


_________________________________________ 





Thought Worth Pondering!





"Our willingness to accept criticism usually reveals our level of maturity."





_________________________________________






































DIE IN SIN - 





The worst of all possibilities is to die in sin. There is no hope for such a man. The man who dies in sin experiences death's terrible sting (1 Cor. 15:55). Satan's venomous stinger poisons the man bringing him to the second death, separation from God for all eternity (Rev. 21:8).





What shall you do with sin? Will you live without it, die to it, or die in it?
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Should We Let Kids "Decide For Themselves"?





By Greg Gwin





Occasionally we hear parents who say that they don't want to force religion on their children. These misguided folks think they are doing their kids a favor by letting them "decide for themselves". They're afraid that there will be some resentment in the children later if religion has been 'crammed down their throats".





May we be absolutely blunt in response? That is one of the stupidest ideas anyone ever suggested!!! We force many things on our children. We insist that they bathe, brush their teeth, change their clothes, etc. We "cram" education down their throats by making them attend school regularly. We demand that they do their homework. We force them to eat good food, get adequate rest, and do other things that are important to their health and development. We do all of this because we know it is in their best interest. And, we do it even when the kids don't like it. Why is it that this common sense approach is neglected by parents who are determined to "let the kids decide for themselves" when it comes to religion?





Dr. James Dobson writes: "There is a critical period when certain kinds of instruction are easier in the life of children. There is a brief period during childhood when youngsters are vulnerable to religious training. Their concepts of right and wrong are formulated during this time, and their view of God begins to solidify. The opportunity of that period must be seized when it is available. The absence or misapplication of instruction through that prime-time period may place a severe limitation on the depth of the child's later devotion to God. When parents withhold indoctrination from their small children, allowing them to "decide for themselves", the adults are almost guaranteeing that their youngsters will "decide" in the negative."





God's word has always taught us the truth on this subject: "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6).


_______________________________________________________________





REMEMBER! SOMEONE IS WATCHING YOU...
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Fifty Cents Worth Of Jesus, Please.





By Jeff May





I am often concerned about the mindset of some of those professing to be Christians. It seems sometimes we want to find out the bare minimum we have to do to get what we want. In many places, it seems that some have decided that being baptized, coming to church on Sunday, sitting through a class and sermon and partaking of the Lord’s Supper ought to do it. With this they are satisfied. It’s like a vending machine. Let me pop in fifty cent and get my blessing! Fifty cents worth of Jesus, please.





Recently while reading, I came across an excellent paragraph written by Richard Owen Roberts, "If one turns to Christ for what he can get, how far toward Christ will he turn? He will turn as far as he thinks he must to get what he thinks he wants but no further. But suppose one turns to Christ because of Christ’s excellencies. How far toward Christ will that person turn? Because the motivation is God Himself, he will never cease turning. Those who are Christians for Christ’s sake are never content with half-measures. They simply cannot get close enough to Christ to be fully satisfied, and so they keep pressing closer and closer." (Repentance: The First Word Of The Gospel, pg. 120)





Amen and amen! It saddens us to see a few Christians who seem a bit miserable. They go through the motions of their short checklists but joy is missing while they hope to make it to heaven by the skin of their teeth (Mal. 1:13). But what an adventure is ahead for those who pursue Jesus. They keep getting filled with that which makes them hungry. Each little bit they become more like Jesus thrills their hearts and keeps them joyfully journeying on. They say with the Psalmist, "As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness." (Psa. 17:15).





May God help us all to be continually growing and changing and becoming more of what God would have us to be. 
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Cell Phone vs. Bible





Wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phones?


 


What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?


 


What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? 





What if we flipped through it several times a day? 





What if we used it to receive messages from the text? 





What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it? 





What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 





What if we used it as we traveled? 





What if we used it in case of an emergency? 





This is something to make you go ..hmm...where is my Bible? 





Oh, and one more thing unlike our cell phone, we don't ever have to worry about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill! 


_________________________________________





You Can't Take It With You!





"Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, 'I will never leave you nor forsake you.'" (Heb. 13:5) 





Several years ago, construction workers were laying a foundation for a building outside the city of Pompeii. They found the corpse of a woman who must have been fleeing from an eruption of the nearby volcano, but was caught in the rain of hot ashes. The woman's hands clutched jewels, which were preserved in excellent condition. She had the jewels, but had lost her life. 





To covet the things of this world is foolish because we cannot take them with us when we die. 
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"Before Faith Came..."


(Galatians 3:23-27)





By Carrol R. Sutton





The Book of Galatians deals with two laws -- the one given by Moses to Israel and the one given by Christ to govern all men. There is much misunderstanding about these laws; hence this is a needful study.





The law given by Moses (which included the ten commandments) was provisional and temporary, but the law given by Jesus Christ was for all men throughout the gospel age."But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster..."(Gal.3:23-25).





I."Before Faith Came.": -- What is "faith"? Faith can be defined as "trust" on the part of a person. It can also be defined as "what is believed; the contents of belief; the gospel; the system of faith -- the perfect law of liberty. The following Scriptures use the word "faith" in this sense. Acts 6:7; 13:8;14:22,27; 16:5; 24:24; Gal. 1:23; 1 Tim. 4:1; Eph. 4:5; 1 Tim. 5: 8 and Jude3.





II."Faith Came".:-- There were some necessary things that would occur before faith came.


1.The Holy Spirit had to come as Christ had promised. (Jn. 14:16; 15:26;16:7,8,13).


2. The natural world began (was created, formed) by miracles (i.e. miraculous power)and continues by law. Compare the spiritual kingdom. etc.


3.Miracles performed by the apostles confirmed the Word (the faith) they preached. (Jno. 20:30,31; Mk. 16:20; Heb. 2:1-4; Gal. 3:15). NOTE: Since the need of confirmation no longer exists (since the faith has been confirmed), therefore the working of miracles by man has ceased.





III. Before Faith Came: -- What conditions existed before faith came?


1.Although inferior to the law of Christ, the law of Moses was in force. It seems that "the law of Moses" was based on works. (See Lev. 18:5;Rom.3:27,28). Faith was based on grace. (See Eph.2:5-10).


2."Kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed."


3. There was"the middle wall of partition" between the Jews and the Gentiles until Christ died on the cross (Eph. 2:14-16).


4. The law of Moses was abrogated when Jesus died on the cross and His law came into force (See Col. 2:14-17; Heb. 8:7;Rom.7:4; Gal. 5:4).


5. Now we are under "the faith" and we have access to many blessings (See Eph. 3:2-12;2:8-16; Jas. 1:25; Rev. 22: 14).





	 


































































































































































































































































































			    


			


			























Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920








Visit our website:


www.chapmanhwy churchofchrist.com








Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 








Regular Scheduled


Services:





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30








WHERE


EVERYONE IS


WELCOME!











When Church Is Boring





By Frank Himmel





What do you do when you find that church is boring? It's time for a change! Now the question is, change what?





Many folks think the answer is to change the church. I just read an article about anew church created for men only, men who find church boring. Discarding more traditional environments, they meet in a gymnasium one Saturday evening a month. A rock band provides entertainment. The preacher speaks in front of the scoreboard, with the clock running. He guarantees to have them out in one hour!





Some might not go that far, yet they still insist on change. Contemporary music, drama, and short sermons that are little more than pep talks are the order of the day. Celebration and praise are the buzzwords.





Malachi lived at a time when people found "church" boring. Speaking of Israel's worship, God said through the prophet, "You also say, 'My, how tiresome it is!' And you disdainfully sniff at it" (Malachi1:13).





God proposed two changes in these who turned up their noses at His worship. One was to just stay home (1:10). The better solution - the change He preferred - was to repent (2:2).Notice what God did not approve of: changing the structure or activities of worship to accommodate individual tastes.





The preacher or the one who leads the prayer can give more thought to what he says and the song leader can try to select more meaningful hymns. But when worship as God directed is boring, the main change that is needed is in the heart of the worshiper.


______________________________________





Where Do You Set Your Priorities?





1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 


2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.                           - Colossians 3:1-2.
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"We Just Don't Go To Church!"





By Bill Crews





A young couple who had not been to church services for a number of years asked, "What have we done wrong besides not going to church?" 





They had robbed God of thousands of dollars (1 Cor. 16:1,2); they had forsaken the Lord's own memorial supper (1 Cor. 11:23-26); for years their voices were unheard in the praises of the saints, their petitions and thanksgivings absent from the prayers of the saints, and their knowledge of God's word stifled and fading, while their spiritual growth was completely neglected - to say nothing of the bad example set and the wrong influence exerted upon others around them! Indeed, their souls had become dead to God, and yet they ask: "What have we done wrong besides not going to church?" 





May God help us to see ourselves as He sees us!


�_________________________________________





Doing What You Can!





By Edward Evrett Hale





"For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!" (1 Cor. 9:16) 





I am only one, but I am one.





I cannot do everything, but I can do something.





What I can do, I ought to do.





And what I ought to do,





By the grace of God I shall do!
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Two Looks at Judgment





By Ronny Milliner





There have probably been parties or other social events which we all have had a desire to attend for enjoyment, renewal of old acquaintances, or various other reasons. On the other hand, there may have been times when we did not care so much about attending such occasions. When this occurred we would either go and probably not have a very good time, or stay at home.





One event is coming to which everyone's attendance will be required. No one will be able to stay at home at the coming of the Lord. "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5: 10). Just as one person happily anticipates a social gathering while another dreads it, so are there two views of the judgment.





Those who love God and are striving to keep His commandments should have a bold and eager desire for 'their Master's appearance (I John 4:17; 2 Peter 3:12). Paul had a great love to see the coming of the Lord for he had a "crown of righteousness" prepared for him (2 Timothy 4:8). Thus, he had a problem of whether to die and be with Christ, or to live in the flesh in order to encourage and strengthen the brethren (Phil. 1:23, 24). For those abiding in Christ, there will be no need to be ashamed at His coming (I John 2:28).





Yet, those who are living in sin have a fear or dread of seeing the righteous Judge (Heb. 10: 27). They are not looking for a "crown of righteousness, but for a "lake of fire," a place of outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Rev. 20:15; Matt. 8:12).





How are you looking forward to Christ's coming? Are you as Paul or are you looking toward the judgment in terror and horror? If you have a frightful looking at the second coming of Christ, then you need to search out the things causing that fear and correct them so that you may expect a "crown of righteousness."





"It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31).


_______________________________________________________________


MODESTY!


Does hot weather excuse sinful behavior? NO!





9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest          apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or            pearls or costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works. (I Timothy 2:9-10)  
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IF SINNERS ENTICE YOU�


By Allen Dvorak,


�"My son if sinners entice you, do not consent. If they say, 'Come with us...Cast in your lot among us,' ... My son, do not walk in the way with them, keep your feet from their path." (Prov. 1:10,11a,14a,15). The wise writer of Proverbs encouraged his readers not to join the "sinners." Those who constantly run�with sinners usually end up becoming sinners themselves and share the sinner's fate.





The danger is real. The apostle Paul warned about the consequence of running with evil friends: "Do not be deceived: 'Evil company corrupts good habits.'" (1 Cor. 15:33). The Proverbs writer advised, "Make no friendship with an angry man and with a furious man do not go, lest you learn his ways and set a�snare for your soul" (22:24,25).





The Bible does not teach that we should isolate ourselves from the world. We cannot be the salt and light of the world without some sort of contact with "sinners" (Matt. 5:13,14). Often Christians begin with the admirable goal of teaching and influencing their peers, but sometimes are influenced by the world, by�their friends and associates in particular, more than they manage to influence sinners. Why?





All the same time that we want to influence our companions, we must be aware of the possibility of being influenced ourselves. The power of our friends and associates to influence us depends upon several factors: For instance, the more that we like and respect them, the greater influence they have on us. More importantly, the weaker our own convictions regarding right and wrong are, the greater the likelihood that we an be influenced by others who hold their values firmly. The amount of time that we�spend in the company of others and the nature of our activities with them are also critical factors in determining their influence on us.





				I have seen a number of Christians seduced by the world, lured back into a 				life of sin by their companions, the people with whom they work or spend their 				free time. I have also noticed that almost all of these Christians have at least 				one thing in common. When warned about their changing behavior, nearly all 				have denied that their companions were having any effect on them! It is a   				mistake to be over-confident in one's own spiritual strength (1 Cor. 10:12).





				There is a critical difference between contact with sinners and walking in their 				path. Even Jesus associated with sinners and was roundly criticized for it   				(e.g., Matt. 9:9-13), but He didn't conform to their sinful behavior. The journey 				from righteousness back into the world usually follows the path of                				compromise. The acceptance of peers and the avoiding of criticism and      				ridicule become more important then "being true" to biblical values (Rom.   				12:1,2). Convictions grow weaker; the Christian begins to rationalize how   				some sin isn't really all that sinful!





Who are YOUR "companions"? Are you influencing them to be more like Christ...or have you begun to follow their path?


�





























By Your Facebook You Shall Be Known








More and more folks are using Face book to communicate to others. It’s a powerful useful tool that allows mass communication. Usually it’s shared by friends and friends of friends near and far. The downside is that it is often used to communicate what we don’t want to read, see, or know about others. Want to find out about a fellow brother or sister in Christ? Check out their Facebook page. One can learn all sorts of things. You can get some idea of who they are away from worship services. Regardless of how they dress, talk, and act at services, they may have a different life away from the individual you think you know. You may be surprised and shocked.





Some post photos of immodest attire demonstrating their different standards of modesty away from worship services while others post pictures of others wearing immodest attire. Some seem to wear sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves(Matthew 7:15-16). Their outside clothing (or lack of) speaks loudly of their weak profession of godliness and good works (1Timothy 2:8-10). Our fruits should profess holiness (Romans 6:21-23). We need not be hypocritical like those spoken of in Matthew 23:24-26.





Some use suggestive language and even use the Lord’s name in vain. Ephesians 5:3-5 tells us not to let “coarse jesting ”be named among Christians. We are not to take the Lord’s name in vain(Exodus 20:7; Deuteronomy 5:11). Christians must bridle their tongues (James1:26).





Others write of their interest in sexually suggestive movies, television programs, website links, music with vile lyrics, school dances, and other activities. Some are “fans” of other things (i.e. companies, celebrities, slogans, etc.) that are inconsistent with God’s Word. First Corinthians 15:33-34 tells us that evil companionship corrupts good habits. The Bible teaches us not only to turn from such behavior (Ephesians 5:3-5) but to flee (2 Timothy 2:21-23). Christians are not to participate in activities that promote lewdness and lust (Roman 13:13; I Peter 4:3). Christians are to think on things that are pure, lovely, virtuous, and of good report (Philippians 4:7-9). We are to walk in the spirit and not after the flesh (Galatians 5:16-26). Participation in sinful activities will choke us of our spirituality (Luke 8:13-15). We are to bear fruit for God not to death (Romans 7:4-6).
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The Average





By Forrest Moyer





"If a man stand with one foot on a hot stove and one foot in a freezer, some statisticians would assert that, on the average, he's comfortable.''





Which reminds me of some who seem to feel that they can come to church on Sunday and yet live like the devil during the week. They say that they are, on the average, pretty good people. Yet he cannot be ``comfortable'' any more than the man with his foot on the stove and the other in a freezer. He is the double-minded man who is unstable in all his ways. He has only enough religion to be miserable, but not enough to go to heaven.





Our Lord does not prefer an ``average.'' He wants His people to be either ``cold or hot.'' The ``average'' (in this case, lukewarmness) nauseates Him, and He will spew out of His mouth those who are lukewarm (Rev. 3:15,16). Brother, you had better get all the way on the Lord's side now lest you spend eternity with the Devil.


_______________________________________





Can you answer these three questions?





1. Who were the three cast into the furnace of fire?








2. Who were the three that saw the transfiguration of Jesus?








3. Who were the three sons of Noah?�





























>>>  It seems that some find Facebook a convenient place to come out of their shell or to expose things about themselves. The posting of interests and/or participation in sinful matters comes across as boasting. The Corinthians were reprimanded by the Apostle Paul for their approval of sin and an almost gloating of its existence (1 Corinthians 5:1-8). The contributing comments from other Christians who seem to approve of other’s worldly behavior is disturbing. Romans 1:18-32,tells us the importance of not showing approval to sin.





Paul writes to the Philippians to be filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God (Philippians 1:9-11). In Colossians1:9-11, Paul writes that they should be fully pleasing to God, being fruitful in every good work. There is great danger in turning back to the ways of the world(1 Peter 2:21-22). Could it be that we are in danger of having the axe laid to our roots and being cast in the fire due to our lack of good fruit (Luke 3:7-9)?Could it be that our branch is being taken away due to lack of fruit (John15:1-2)?





James1:12-18 tells us that sin comes from the heart. Using Facebook improperly isn’t the real problem. It’s a sign of much deeper issue problem with the heart. We cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). We must put off the way of the world and put on Christ. God knows every sparrow that falls and the number of hairs on our head (Matthew 10:28-31). He knows our Facebook too. By our fruits (Facebook) we will be known (Matthew 7:15-20; 12:32-34).


______________________________________
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Our Duties to the Local Congregation





By Greg Gwin


	


It is certainly true that we are converted to Christ, not to the church.  However, it is also true that the church is a vital part of God’s plan for His people (Ephesians 3:9,10), and we know that membership in a local congregation is crucial for every disciple (Acts 9:26).  Therefore, all Christians should be committed to the local congregation where they are members.





With these facts in mind, what are our duties to the local church? Consider these:





1.       The congregation’s reputation in the local community is very important.  We cannot expect people to visit, investigate, study, and ultimately be converted if they know that individual members of the church are not living up to the standard they proclaim.  If others see hypocrisy among the members of the local church, it will not prosper. Each and every individual Christian must be ‘salt’ and ‘light’ among the lost (Matthew 5:13-16).





2.       No organized group can progress without good leadership. This is definitely true of a local church.  But, good leaders need supportive and cooperative followers.  Thus, as the elders lead and guide according the God’s truth, each member has a duty to submit and obey (Hebrews 13:17).





3.       There are certain financial obligations that must be met with regularity.  Consequently, the members need to sense their obligation to give generously, regularly, and consistently (1 Cor. 16:1,2).


Though circumstances may force one’s absence occasionally, extra effort should be made to make sure one’s financial support to the congregation is always honored.





4.       Ultimately, the very existence of any congregation depends upon the attendance of its members.  The very life of the church is dictated by attendance.  For this reason, every saint should feel a duty to be present at every possible service, Bible study, special meeting, etc. (Hebrews 10:25).  Each one should realize that an unexplained, unjustifiable absence strikes a blow to the energy, enthusiasm, and efficiency of the congregation.





5.       Growth of the congregation depends upon new 


people  being   converted.  If  this  is  to  happen,  the 


members must grasp the importance of  sharing their 


faith with others who  are in their sphere of influence.  


Neighbors, co-workers, family members – to name a 


few – should be among those that we seek to win for 


Christ (Matthew 28:19,20).
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>>> 


6.       It is critically important that the members feel a sense of love and loyalty to every other member and to the group as a whole. Just as one would not ‘turn their back’ on their physical family, neither should they callously turn away from their spiritual family. This means that there will be a concerted effort to maintain peace with others(Ephesians 4:1-3). Genuine concern should be shown for those with special needs, both physical and spiritual.  The brotherly love between individual saints should be open and obvious – it is, after all, a sign of our discipleship (John 13:35).  When a Christian leaves a local church without good reason, it is an indication that he did not have a sense of loyalty that is so necessary if the church is to succeed.


______________________________________





What If Everyone Was Like Me?





By Steve Hardin





Once there was a congregation in which every member was just like you. Each one cooperated and supported the church just the way you have been doing. Everyone worked as hard and attended the same services and Gospel Meetings just as you do. The elders, deacons and preaches were all interested in the church to the same degree that you are.  They put the same emphasis on their recreation, business and other material affairs that you do. Each member contributed financially to the church as you do.





If everyone  were  like  you, how many 


would   there  be  at  Bible  Study   this 


Sunday morning?  Would  there  be  a 


Sunday   evening    or    Wednesday


evening     service?     Would     the 


contribution     go    up    or     down?





Remember, each  member of  the  body  


of  Christ  has work to do, a  place  to  fill 


and a responsibility to God. (Hebrews 10:


24-25) “And let us consider one another 


in order to stir  up  love  and  good  works, 


not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the day approaching.''
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The Power of Example





"...In all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works..." (Titus 2:7)


 


The power of example is seen in this illustration: 





A mother and father decided to use psychology in raising their children. For example, at bedtime they would say to the children, "Would you like to take your doll to bed or your teddy bear to bed?" You see, the beauty of this is that in either case the child is choosing to go to bed. The whole system collapsed, however, when the three-year-old, who was never allowed to go out after supper, said to her parents one evening, "Do you want me to go out the back door or should I go out the front?" 





Let us remember that our children will follow our ways. 


_______________________________________





Can you answer these three questions?





HOW DID YOU DO?





1. Who were the three cast into the furnace of fire?  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, Daniel 3:20








2. Who were the three that saw the transfiguration of Jesus? Peter, James, and John, Matthew 17:1-2








3. Who were the three sons of Noah? Shem,   Ham, and Japheth, Genesis 6:10�





























Please visit our website where you will find:





    - Sermons.


    - Bulletins.


    - Bible Correspondence Course.








Hope you will find it helpful!





Vol. 4							July 22 2012	 	                                                          #30		





More than Once for more               	 than One Reason





	              By Harold Hancock





Too many churches are plagued with an  attendance 


problem. Some Christians think if they partake of the 


Lord's supper Sunday  morning  there is  no need for


them to assemble with the saints that evening or mid-week. This accounts largely for the difference between the crowd Sunday morning and the few that assemble Sunday evening and during the week.





I have seen some who would come and partake of the Lord's Supper and then leave immediately. They would not even stay for the remainder of the one service, much less come to another. Then there is the story of the vacationers who asked that the Lord's Supper be brought out to their car so they could take it and then be on their way without sin.





What is ahead? Buildings with drive in windows so one can drive through, take the Lord's supper and be finished with his duties for the week? I do not think it works that way! Many seem to think that the Lord's Supper is the most important part of worship. Some think that to partake of the Lord's Supper is the only reason we are commanded to assemble. All the rest of the things we do - sing, pray, preach - are just to fill the hour. They consider them incidentals. It is just a good time to do some of them since we are already come together.





Their reasoning seems to be based on Acts 20:7, "When the disciples came together to break bread . . ." This shows purpose (it is argued); and it is the only purpose mentioned in this passage. This is the same grievous mistake made by those who advocate "belief only" for salvation. They have seized one passage on the subject and have looked no further. Other passages tell us other reasons for assembling together.





Some have tried to limit Hebrews 10:25, "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together . . ." to the assembly at which the Lord's Supper is offered. But, it is not so limited. Note the context of the passage. The Lord's Supper is not even under consideration. The writer has instructed us to consider one another and to provoke one another unto good works (v. 24). This is the purpose of the assembling spoken of in the text.  It is for edification and exhortation.





When one looks to the early church, he finds that "togetherness" is stressed. The early Christians met together often and for many different reasons. Sometimes they assembled together to learn what was happening in the name of the Lord and to pray and to praise God (Acts 4:31). Occasionally they met to discipline the unruly (1 Cor. 5:4).


                                                                                                                        >>>
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>>> They assembled to make provisions for caring for the benevolent needs of disciples (Acts 6).  All of this was in addition to and along side of meeting for the purpose of teaching one another and exhorting one another and partaking of the Lord's supper. These passages and examples are given to us for a reason. They are worthy of imitation.





Does not our attendance say something about our attitude toward God, the church, and things spiritual? Attendance is a good thermometer by which to gage our spiritual temperature. Whose company is it that we deem higher than the saints of God?  What is it that we do that we think is more profitable and enjoyable than singing, praying, or learning of God? May we all assemble as often and for as many good reasons as did the Christians of old.


______________________________________





The local churches need for leaders





"Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock." (1 Pet. 5:3) 





A real leader knows the difference between being the boss and being a leader, as illustrated by the following: 





The boss drives his workers; the leader coaches them. 





The boss depends upon authority; the leader on goodwill. 





The boss inspires fear; the leader inspires enthusiasm. 





The boss says, "I"; the leader says, "we." 





The boss fixes the blame for the breakdown; the leader fixes the breakdown. 





The boss knows how it is done; the leader shows how. 





The boss says, "go"; the leader says, "let's go!" 


(From Developing The Leader Within You, by John Maxwell p. 5) 





The elders should not rule as a "lords," but should be examples to the flock. 
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‘It Doesn’t Say Not To’





By Greg Gwin





Imagine this: you walk into a fast food restaurant and order a hamburger, fries, and a coke - the all-American meal! But then, you notice that it seems to take an unusually long time to get your food.





Finally, the gal at the counter brings up your order - piles of food on three separate trays! "What's all of this?" you ask. "Well", answers the waitress, "it's one of every item on our menu. Your bill comes to $85.68". You protest: "I didn't tell you to bring me all of that food!" "But”, she replies, "you didn't tell me not to".





Could this happen? Of course not! We all know that when you specify what you want, you automatically eliminate other options. We operate with this understanding every day. In fact, this logic is so standard, that we don't even think about it. When you order something from a catalog, or call in a pizza, or write a grocery list, you naturally assume that it is understood that you want only what is specified, and nothing else.





What's the point of all this? Simply that in religious matters we ought to employ the same logic. God has perfectly revealed through His word what He wants us to do in His service. We should naturally assume that since He has told us what He wants, other things ought to be left out.





For instance: What about music in worship? The New Testament specifies singing - there is no mention of instrumental music in New Testament worship. Since God has told us to sing, and nothing else, we ought to do just that. Someone answers, "But it doesn't say not to play instruments". The Scriptures don't have to say not to - that's the whole point!





 �
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HOORAY FOR CHICK-FIL-A!





By Patrick Morrison





I have long admired Chick-Fil-A for refusing to bow to the corporate greed that is so rampant around us. The company has long remained closed on Sundays to allow their employees the opportunity to worship with their families. If you get out at all on Sundays, then you realize how much money Chick-Fil-A would stand to make if they were operating on that day. Yet, this business thrives in spite of the fact that they close the doors on what would likely be one of their most profitable business days of every week. Chick-Fil-A has yet again given me reason to support their company. With so many enterprises caving in to political correctness—especially as it pertains to the homosexual agenda—Chick-Fil-A has taken a stand for morality and the family. 





A recent statement released from the company states: “We are very much supportive of the family—the biblical definition of the family unit. We are a family-owned business, a family-led business, and we are married to our first wives. We give God thanks for that…We know that it might not be popular with everyone, but thank the Lord, we live in a country where we can share our values and operate on biblical principles.” As you might expect, Hollywood is incensed with such a “bigoted” and “narrow-minded” viewpoint. They want us not only to tolerate their so-called “alternative” lifestyles, but they are really sounding out the call to embrace this ungodliness. 





			Many in Hollywood are leading the charge to hit Chick-Fil-A 			where it hurts—in the pocketbook. They are asking       			everyone to boycott Chick-Fil-A on Wednesday, August 1st 			to show that America does not agree with this amazing 			“insensitivity” and “intolerance.” I hope you will join with me 			in supporting Chick-Fil-A on August 1, to show that there 			are still those in this nation who uphold biblical morality and 			the divine blueprint for the family. It is refreshing to find 			someone who will not be bullied by perceptions. 





			As the people of God, followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, it 			is imperative that we take a stand for the truth. We can, 			and must, refuse to compromise the soul-saving message 			of the gospel (Rom.1:16). We must be tactful (Matt.10:16), 			graceful (Col.4:6), and loving (Eph.4:15) even when others 			do not agree with the stance we are making for the truth. 			The family is under attack. So many want to redefine God’s 			plan for the family. We must not be moved from what the word of God teaches about marriage and the family. Jesus said that from the beginning God had made them male and female, and for this reason He brought them together as husband and wife (Matt.19:4-5).                            >>>
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>>> Homosexuality has always been, and continues to be, an abomination to God (Lev.18:22). God has not changed His mind regarding homosexuality, and no amount of popular opinion or societal pressure can change this fact! In times past, Jehovah gave the people up to their vile passions, which included homosexuality (Rom.1:24-27). 





How much longer before God gives Americans up because we have embraced every sort of sexual immorality imaginable? Let us take a stand now, before it is too late! 


______________________________________       





BEFORE GOD -- BEFORE MEN





By Bill Hall





"Take Heed that you do not your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven" (Matthew 6:1). True righteousness is primarily "God-conscious" rather than "man-conscious." God is pleased as we sing His praises, or teach His truth, or lead in prayer, or help  the  needy,  or give  to  support His work, if     
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Dragging Your Feet Will

















Wear Out Your Soul!!!


_______________________________________


 �





























our purpose is to gain His approval and being glory to His name. But woe to that person who sings for the purpose of displaying his beautiful voice. Woe to that person who seeks the praise of men as he leads in prayer. Woe to that preacher who "tickles the ears" of his listeners. Woe to that person who gives to be seen of men. When he gains their praises, he "has his reward in full"; none awaits him from the Father in heaven.





In keeping with this teaching, the Bible reveals God's judgment of two different couples, one enjoying God's approval, the other suffering His disapproval. God disapproved of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11). His disapproval was not because of the amount of their offering. They had brought a very liberal offering. They had even sold a possession in order to give, and while we do not know what portion they brought, they obviously brought what they thought would be sufficient to impress the apostles. But herein lies the key to their real problem: They were more conscious of men's reaction to their benevolence than they were of God's. Had they been conscious of God in what they did, and had they been seeking His approval, they would not have lied. But they did their righteousness "before men, to be seen by them," and, in their concern for impressing men, they lied concerning the amount which they brought.





In contrast to Ananias and Sapphira, there were Zacharias and Elizabeth, or whom it was said, "And they were both righteous before God" (Luke 1:6). While many, no doubt, observed their righteousness and, as a result, glorified the Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16), Zacharias and Elizabeth obviously were not as concerned for man's approval as they were for God's approval. It was God's approval that they sought; it was His approval that they gained. God blessed Zacharias and Elizabeth, choosing them to be the parents of John, the forerunner of Christ. He punished Ananias and Sapphira with immediate death, and, in keeping with Jesus' statement of Matthew 6:1, they "have no reward from your Father who is in heaven."





Hypocrisy is loathsome to the Lord. For a person to appear outwardly religious and sincere, while inwardly he only desires the praise and approval of men is to be guilty gross hypocrisy. Let us seek always to do our righteousness before God to be seen of Him. The glorious and eternal "reward of the Father" cannot be compared with the fickle and fleeting praise of men.
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Reading Between The Lines





By Greg Gwin





The ad in the classified section was briefly worded: "Beautiful wedding dress, size 8/10, sacrifice price $75, never worn". Though the information is lacking, our minds race to speculate concerning what might have happened. We could guess about an argument before the wedding day; or perhaps the intended groom took a classic case of ‘cold feet’. Maybe something more tragic has occurred - a serious accident - possibly even a death.  Whatever the case, we know that something is wrong.  Wedding dresses are meant to be worn - in weddings!





We learn of another situation - sadder, and far more serious. 


It  is  news  of  a  Christian  who  is  in  spiritual  trouble. Our 


information may be sketchy, but the signs are  evident. Here, 


too, we  can read  between  the lines. Perhaps we see it first 


as   his  attendance at  the  assemblies  begins  to  wane.  It 


grows  more  apparent  as  interest in the work of the church 


seems  non-existent.  Then, of  course, there  may  be family 


trouble, or   problems  at   work,  or  an  obviously  inordinate 


desire  for  more  material  possessions,  or ...  There  is little 


need to speculate about the cause. We know the cause. It is 


a lack of proper love for the Lord - a failure to put His 


kingdom first (Matt. 6:33).





Christians, don't forget that our life for Christ is to be LIVED, 


and lived DAILY (Lk. 9:23). As children of God we have 


promise of blessings both now and in eternity (1 Tim. 4:8). 


Others who look into our lives should be able to read a story 


of peace, hope, and contentment.





What kind of story are you writing? What will others read between the lines?





 ______________________________________________________________


                                                                                                        





He who follows righteousness and mercy Finds life, righteousness and honor.


                                                                       - Proverbs 21:21
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HOW MUCH DO YOU WORRY?





How much do you worry about each of the following? Do you worry about that a lot, a little, or not at all? A Lot A Little Not At All 





"That you will not have enough


money to live comfortably". 30% 39% 31%





"That you will not have enough


health insurance to pay for large


medical bills". 29% 31% 39%





"That you or someone in your


household will lose your/their job". 17% 29% 53%





"That you will not live long". 10% 31% 59%





"That you will go to hell". 10% 18% 70%


			 


			       ---via The Harris Poll





Luke 12:4,5 "And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him." 


__________________________________
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Be careful little eyes what you see!





Watching sex scenes in Hollywood films can make children more promiscuous and sexually active from a younger age, a new study has suggested. The study, based on nearly 700 popular films, found that watching love scenes could "fundamentally influence" a teenager's personality. Researchers concluded that for every hour of exposure to sexual content on-screen, participants were more than five times more likely to lose their virginity within six years. The findings provided a link between exposure to sex on screen and sexual behavior. The study also assessed the sexual content of 684 of the biggest grossing films released between 1998 and 2004.  More than a third of G-rated movies were found to contain "sexual content" compared to more than half of PG films and four in five R-rated movies. The study found that most adolescents use movies and the media as their “greatest source of sexual information” and many cannot differentiate between what they see on a screen and what they confront in real life.


                  - via The London Telegraph, 7/19/12


 


Proverbs 4:23  “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.”


_______________________________________
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Bad habits are like a comfortable bed,


easy to get into, but hard to get out of.
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THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL!





It is becoming more and more difficult to convince people wherein salvation comes. Paul knew where his salvation was obtained. He said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’” (Romans 1:16-17) Paul affirms that salvation is contained within the gospel. The gospel is the good news that 1) the Christ has come 2) He died to become the sacrifice for the sins of humankind 3) to obtain faith by hearing the message of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ 4) obedience to the message commanding repentance, confession of Jesus as the Christ and burial in water [baptism] for the forgiveness of one’s sins and 5) to live a life of faithful service via the teachings of the New Testament Scriptures.





Why is this true? Because our society is filled with those who do not have the proper respect for the God breathed Scripture. Recently, in a phone conversation over the meaning of a Scripture, a point was made by referring to other Scripture. The person who had asked the question commented something like this, you are reading from a book. Well, yes, the reading is from a book. It is the Book of Books. It is, “… breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)





Paul’s statement that the gospel is the power to save is also confirmed by the Hebrew writer. The Hebrew writer says, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) The power that is contained in God’s inspired words prompts James to write, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” (James 1:22-25)





There are two lessons we need to learn. The first is directed to the Christians. We must recognize that the power to save is in the gospel not in gimmicks, human popularity, physical enticements, or an orator for a preacher. The gospel is the power to save and the gospel only.





Christians must be satisfied with the gospel without addition if they expect to evangelize their communities for the Lord. The second lesson is that the inspired words of God are the source of the gospel message. The gospel    >>> 
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>>> message is not found in catechisms, manuals, confessions of faith or disciplines written by men.





Pray that we will always be satisfied with God’s ways and be busy doing His will. Success comes to all those who are faithful in their working for the Lord. “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)


______________________________________





CONTRARY REALITY





By Warren E. Berkley





There may be a gap between what we think we are and what we really are. I may think I am young, gorgeous, brilliant and wealthy. If I feed this self image long enough, and if I get a little help from flattering friends, I may deceive myself into thinking this is real. Doesn’t change reality does it?





This is common, and especially in regard to religious profession. We may think we are religious over such a long period of time, we deceive ourselves into believing everything is all right. We do what we have always done and say what we have always said, carrying through life the assumption that we are saved. What we think doesn’t change contrary reality.





If your heart hasn’t been changed by the gospel of Christ; if your life is not really being lived in Him and according to His teaching, there is a gap between what you think (“I’m saved”) and how you are living (the contrary reality).





Or as James said: “If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless,” and “…someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’ Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works,” (Jas. 1:26 & 2:18).


__________________________________





If you are visiting we are glad you are here!
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Cell Phone vs. Bible





Wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phones? 





What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets? 





		What if we turned back to go get it if 		we forgot it? 





		What if we flipped through it several 		times a day? 





		What if we used it to receive 			messages from the text? 





		What if we treated it like we couldn't 		live without it? 





		What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 





		What if we used it as we traveled? 





		What if we used it in case of an 			emergency? 





This is something to make you go ..hmm...where is my Bible? 





Oh, and one more thing unlike our cell phone, we don't ever have to worry about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill! 


_______________________________________


 


Can you answer these questions about the Bible?





1.  How many books are there in the Bible?





2.  How many books in the Old Testament?





3.  How many books in the New Testament?�


4.  How many chapters in the book of Psalm? 





5.  How many chapters in the book of Jude?
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Those We Love





By Gilbert Alexander





Our greatest desire for those we love should be that they be saved eternally. Paul said of his people: "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved" (Rom. 10:1). He even said: "For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh" (Rom. 9:3). With that kind of fervent desire, Paul lived in such a manner as to try to accomplish their salvation. He reasoned with them, he besought them, he tried to stir them up to a kind of jealousy that would move them to receive Christ in obedience and be saved (Rom. 11:14). His own manner of life was ever before them as an example of unpretended devotion to Christ. This sensible behavior, not only because it is essential to one's own salvation, but also because it is the proper way to convert others. It is an example that we should imitate.





Sometimes emotions can cause us to act irrationally regarding those we love. Sometimes we may pretend that all is well with their souls even though they are not obedient to God. Sometimes people quit serving the Lord aright because their obedience condemns the manner of life of someone they love. Such people don't consider that losing their own soul is not going to lead the lost to salvation. It is natural to want to be with those we love, but we cannot let immediate desires overcome the most important desire of all -- their salvation. It is far better to be estranged for a time in order to be with them eternally in heaven than to be with them in their lost condition now and to be together with them in eternal punishment. Do we not sometimes inflict pain of punishment and discipline upon our children in order to bring goodness and happiness to their lives? "Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it" (Heb. 12:11).





What can we do for those we love? We want to do them the greatest good that we can -- what is best for them. First, we can BE what WE ought to be in obedience to God, for without this, other efforts lose their strength. Then we can treat them with lovingkindness. We can talk to them about the Will of God and the importance of eternal things. We can encourage them to become children of God. We can help them to correct misconceptions concerning the Scriptures. If they stumble, we can help them to recover. If they go astray, we can turn them to the Lord again. If they stubbornly persist in wrongdoing, we can rebuke them firmly. If they continue to resist the truth, we can distance ourselves from them (have no company with them) to the end that they may be ashamed. We can pray earnestly for them that they may see their error and turn again in repentance. If they repent, we can receive them again in brotherly love and rejoicing. We can keep company with them once again and work together and study together and pray together. We can look forward together to the eternal hope of glory. We can worship God together, rejoicing in our mutual salvation as we place our hope and trust in God.
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Encourage Children To Be Spiritually Minded





By Steven Deaton





“How can we encourage our youth to be spiritually-minded in this age of materialism and convenience?”





First, don’t spoil them. Giving them everything they want, or nearly everything, or pushing things on them they haven’t even asked for will create a materialistic mindset. Waiting on them hand and foot will make tyrants out of them.





Second, make them work. Teach them to do chores and generally help out around the house. Sometimes this means foregoing play time with friends. Make them get up and get going with the day (Prov. 26:14).





Third, and this is an overall point, children must have the truth instilled in their hearts from a very young age (Eph. 6:4). “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psa.


127:1). They need to be instructed in the pitfalls of materialism (1 Tim. 6:9, 10). Pointing to the wrecked lives of the “stars” in our culture will help to impress on them the emptiness of riches for the sake of riches.





Fourth, and perhaps most importantly, as parents we need to shun materialism and not shirk our duties in this age of convenience.





Setting the right example for our children will put an indelible mark on their psyche that will stay with them the rest of their lives. If we are not doing right, we cannot expect them to do right.





			We have an uphill task in    			raising our children. We      			must approach it humbly,    			with much prayer and         			patience. Others who have 			gone through it before can  			help us to avoid some of the 			bigger pitfalls and give wise 			counsel (Prov. 15:22). Let  			us have confidence we can 			do what the Lord requires of 			us and that our children will 			be good people.
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 The strength 


      within!





"That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man..." (Eph. 3:16)


 


We signed up for a hike with a ranger, who told us a remarkable thing. He said, "When a tree's life is threatened, stressed by the elements of fire, drought, or other calamity, it twists beneath its bark to reinforce and make itself stronger. On the surface, this new inner strength may not be visible, for the bark often continues to give the same vertical appearance. Only when the exterior is stripped away, or when the tree is felled, are its inner struggles revealed." (From Marilyn J. Abraham) 





In our stress, grief, or hardship, God can strengthen us in ways which are not visible to the world. 


_______________________________________


 


Can you answer these questions about the Bible?





1.  How many books are there in the Bible? 66





2.  How many books in the Old Testament? 39





3.  How many books in the New Testament? 27�


4.  How many chapters in the book of Psalm? 176





5.  How many chapters in the book of Jude? 1





HOW DID YOU DO?
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BROKEN WINGS





By Gary Henry





"Therefore I take pleasure in infrimities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake.  For when I am weak, then I am strong" (2 Cor. 12:10).





One Of The Most Difficult Kinds Of Weakness To Endure Is Physical Disability: -- Even for the person of extraordinary spiritual strength, it is hard to keep a positive focus on God when the body is not able to function normally or is racked with pain. We understand, at least in theory, that spiritual concerns are more important than physical ones, but the fact is, our bodies are the instruments through which our spirits must do most of their work. When the instrument is broken, it isn't easy to maintain joy and give thanks. What, then, should be our attitude toward physical impairments or diseases, especially those of a serious nature?





We should "go to the balcony"  and look at each day from 


a  larger  perspective.  If,  for  whatever  reason,  today is 


difficult, the  thing  we  must  always  do is  to  see  today 


against  the  backdrop of  eternity.  Today's  truth may be 


hard to bear, but it's never the whole truth.	





We should give thanks, if not for the pain, at least  for the 


progress it  produces in  our character. There  is  no more 


challenging  text in the New Testament than James 1:2,3, 


which says: "My  brethren, count  it all  joy  when  you fall 


into  various trials,  knowing  that the  testing of  your faith 


produces patience." The testing is not pleasant, and none 


of us  should be  so naive  as to suggest that the physical 


sufferer  should just  smile and  be happy. Yet  if suffering 


bathes our hearts in humility and reminds us to lean on God, it has done us a significant favor. "Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities," Paul could say, "...for when I am weak, then I am strong."





We should understand that our troubles are not unique. Paul also wrote: "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man" (1 Cor. 10:13). There may be no one in our personal experience who has had to endure what we are enduring, but that doesn't mean no one ever has. Whatever our affliction, there are others who've coped with it -- and some who've coped with worse.  Truth to tell, every person we've ever met is hurting in some way.  Some become bitter, while others become better.  
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I BELIEVE, AND I KNOW WHY I BELIEVE





By Bill Walton





I believe there is a personal God who is the creator of the universe, the giver of life, and the judge before whom we must ultimately appear and give an account for how we’ve lived our lives. And I believe this God is the God revealed in the Bible.





I believe Jesus is God’s son. And I believe Jesus was proven to be God’s Son by His resurrection from the dead.





Christian faith is not ignorant gullibility. It is conviction based upon convincing evidence. It’s not a matter of what I want to believe, or what my parents believe. And it’s not a matter of what I have always been taught to believe. It’s a matter of evidence. I have seen the evidence and I believe because of the evidence.





Other people may believe (or, say they believe) for other reasons, but real Christians believe because of the evidence.





The Bible writers warn against being gullible and too easily convinced. For example, when the apostle Paul wrote to the Christians at Ephesus, he said they “should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive” (Eph. 4:14). In his epistle to the Christians at Thessalonica he cautioned them to examine everything carefully and accept only what was proven to be true (1 Thess. 5:21).





The apostle John, in his first epistle, warned Christians everywhere about the many false prophets at work in the world. He said that every prophet should be put to the test (1 Jn. 4:1). The Lord commended the Christians at Ephesus for having exposed some who were false apostles (Rev. 2:2).





The Bible writers always pointed to the evidence in calling upon people to believe. Consider the example of Paul at Thessalonica: And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I proclaim to you is the Christ” (Acts 17:2-3).





There are many reasons why people believe the things they do, but the only valid reason for believing is the evidence.
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BEWARE OF MORMAL


   By Larry Walker 


According to a humorous television commercial, one of the first signs of termite infection in your home is that "everything looks perfectly normal." It is their way of convincing us that a lot of damage can be done before you even notice it. The ad might serve to remind us of problems that can occur in our spiritual house if we do not take protective measures. The very foundation can be destroyed while everything on the outside seems to be normal by the standards of our day. When our lives are comfortably blended into the society we live in, when there is nothing unusual about our moral or religious principles, when our priorities are the same as the great majority of our neighbors, then things are dangerously "normal." The problem is that ''normal'' is a term that is determined by man's standards, and though measuring up to it may provide a degree of comfort here, it falls far short when it comes to laying up treasures in heaven.





Paul warned the Corinthians of some who "measuring themselves by themselves and comparing themselves with themselves, are without understand-ing." (2 Cor. 10:12.) It is God's yardstick that matters, not that of the "main-stream of society." God has always required His people to be separate (Isa. 52:11; 2 Cor. 6:17 - 7:1)  not physically withdrawn, but distinct in conversation and conduct, not fashioned according to the world. (Rom. 12:1,2.) It is a sobering Biblical truth that few will be saved; the majority will enter the broad way that leads to destruction. (Matt. 7: 13, 14.) It is strange, then, that we should be satisfied with attaining a status accepted by society. What value is it, if we lose our souls?





Friend, if your life seems "normal" enough by man's standards, it may be that your spiritual house is caving in. It will not be shored up by man's money or man's tools, but by the Word which framed the worlds. (Heb. 11:3.) The answer is some honest, objective study of it, for it is the standard which will judge us. (John 12:48.)
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Popularity Without Principle





By Jere Frost





"Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! For so did their fathers to the false prophets." (Luke 6:26, KJV) People do not characteristically want unpleasant truths. They prefer comforting lies. The false prophet understands this, and like his political counterpart he seeks out that message he believes most people will approve. Politicians do it by polls. They actually pay people to take samples of what positions and platitudes people most want to hear, and then they go out and say those very things. It is shallow in substance but profound in effect. 





Preachers do the same thing, except that they do not need polls. Truth unsettles us. We may be comfortable and satisfied, and then truth rebukes us and "unsettles" us. A man of conscience will repent and change his life. But sin-loving, self-willed men will oppose that truth. However, they want to appear to love truth, so they seek out preachers who will preach what they like. As Paul said:"...after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears." (2 Tim. 4:3b) 





			It is a "self-feeding" process. There are plenty of preachers 			and politicians who want to say what people want to hear, 			and there are plenty of people who will reward the        			preachers and politicians who do it. So the reality of it is 			that they are actually looking for each other! It is therefore 			no compliment to a preacher or politician to be particularly 			popular, and certainly such should never be the goal.  			Consider Jeremiah's comment about his generation: "The 			prophets prophesy falsely and my people love to have it 			so..." (Jeremiah 5:31)





The empowerment and credibility of the false prophet (and politician) is in the fact of his popularity. "Look at his following!" they say. "That many people cannot be wrong!" "He must surely be doing something, or a lot of things, right!" So it goes! It is once again a "self-feeding" situation where preacher, politician and people make each other feel good, all kinds of sin, corruption and abuses notwithstanding. But do not altogether blame the preacher or the politician. It could not happen if the people did not "love to have it so." Or if it was not for the fact, as Jesus said, that "men love darkness rather than light." (John 3:19)





Whatever else is true, popularity is more of a sign of desertion of duty than a rendering of right. Remember, Jesus said, "Woe unto you when all men speak well of you." 
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Don't Put a Question Mark Where God Put a Period 





By Steve Klein





God placed man in the Garden of Eden with the following rule: "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die" (Genesis 2:16,17). When the serpent came to tempt Eve, he said, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of every tree of the garden?'" Notice what is at the end of that sentence. Satan put a question mark where God had put a period. Because of Satan's influence, first Eve and then Adam wound up violating God's rule, treating it as a question in their minds instead of a command.





Men often make the same error today -- we put question marks where God put periods. Here are some examples:





* In His word, God said, "in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day" (Exodus 20:11). Men ask, "Do we really know how long it took to make the earth?" "Could God have used evolution over millions of years to create life as we know it?"





* God said, "Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is not wise" (Proverbs 20:1). And, "Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly" (Proverbs 23:31). Men ask, "What's wrong with taking a drink now and then?"





* God said, "Baptism doth also now save us" (1 Peter 3:21, KJV). Men ask, "Do I have to be baptized to be saved?"





* God said for us to "consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching" (Hebrews 10:24,25). Men ask, "Do I have to go to church?"





* God said, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord" (Colossians 3:16). Men ask, "Can we play instruments of music in worship?"





The mistake of putting a question mark where God put a period is as old as the Garden of Eden. Let's resolve that we are not going to make that mistake. If God has said it, let's believe and obey it, no questions asked! 














  





	












































KIDS


COLUMN





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery ���





Following 


Christ.





"Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing." (2 Tim. 4:8) 





"Clarence Darrow was a great criminal lawyer, and probably the most famous attorney in the country at the peak of his career. He was also an opponent of Christianity and a defender of Darwin's theory of evolution. His most famous case was probably his defense of evolution in the Scopes trial held in Dayton, Tennessee, otherwise known as 'The Monkey Trial.' Mr. Darrow grew old, as all men invariably do, and, when he was 75, was quoted in the newspapers as saying: 'If I were a young man with my life ahead of me, I think I'd chuck it all, the 			way things are now. I certainly 			have no encouragement for 			young bloods that are just  			starting out looking for jobs. 			The sooner they jump out of 			windows, the sooner they will 			find peace.' Darrow had all the 			best as to an earthly career, 			but at the last decided that life 			was not worth living. He died 			with nothing to look forward to 			for himself, and with no word of 			encouragement for those who 			were following after him.     			Darwin and Darrow produce 			despair." (From Jere Frost) 





Let us not follow Darrow or Darwin, but the beloved apostle Paul as he followed Christ. 
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JUNK E-MAIL





By Kent Heaton





Seldom in the confusing history of man has there been a time when we receive everything we need at the right time and in the right way. No matter the invention of man there is always the ingenious person who wants to antagonize the masses with a flood (rivaled only to the great flood of Noah’s day) of unnecessary and useless junk. The days of junk mail (snail mail) have now turned into the days of junk email. Unsolicited, unwanted, undesired, offensive on occasion and totally useless messages fill the box intended for work, leisure and fun. Junk email is the continued expression of man’s pursuit of the trivial mess that clutters up his life in general.





It would seem unbelievable to live in a world where the only thing you receive is what you need. Further, what you receive is beyond your expectations and this storehouse of information will never run out – literally. Nothing will ever be given that is not needed and what is given is needed more than the recipient can appreciate. This unexpected knowledge has been around for thousands of years. Today it contains over sixty books of information writing by men spanning 1500 years who lived in different cultures, walked in diverse manners of life and most of the authors never knew one another. And not one page contains junk!





“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV). The Bible is the mind of God revealed in print for man. Reading this book will make a man wiser than the ancients, nobler in character, true to principles of a higher attitude and bring peace through the understanding of the world about him.





“Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; for they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, because I keep Your precepts. I have restrained my feet from every evil way, that I may keep Your word. I have not departed from Your judgments, for You Yourself have taught me. How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalms 119:97-105).





The Bible has everything man needs. He learns where he came from, why he is here and where he is going. Answers to life are found in dealing with family, friends, neighbors, countrymen, occupation and enemies. These answers are not the myriad of junk philosophies touted by man as wisdom. This wisdom comes from God (James 3:17). Lessons from the Bible are timeless crossing all cultures and spanning the scope of every generation of man. It has remained true to the form given to it by the masterful hand of its author and protector (Hebrews 4:12-13).





Unique of the Bible is the freshness of character seen in men who had faults and yet overcame them to greater heights of wisdom. The Bible is the ONLY book that will give man the pure truth without the junk of man’s wisdom (Jeremiah 8:9; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31).
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"If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?" Psalm 11:3





By Jonathan Perz





When I played baseball growing up, and we had a bad game, it was inevitable that our coach would tell us at the beginning of the very next practice that we had to go back to the basics ... the foundations of baseball - throwing, catching, hitting. The same holds true spiritually. The Hebrew writer had some meatier topics to address with them, but was not able. They needed milk. They needed to go back to the basics. They needed foundational doctrines. Read Hebrews 5:12-6:2 and see for yourself.





I believe we are in a very comparable situation today. The foundations are being destroyed. Many have lost sight of the basics - grace, faith, obedience. We need "to lay again the foundation repentance from dead works and faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead and of eternal judgment" (Heb. 6:1-2). That is not only what the righteous CAN do, it is what the righteous MUST do!





Unfortunately, it would appear that some have strayed so far in their thinking that the foundations are indeed destroyed to them and they have built "new" foundations. When we can't even interpret Scripture by the same standard, we will never reach agreement, let alone walk together (Amos 3:3) - even on the foundational doctrines. The righteous can do nothing in such cases. When we, as God's people, reject the foundational precepts and teachings of the apostle's doctrine ... the knowledge the Holy Spirit has revealed to us ... we will invariably be destroyed for a lack of knowledge (Hos. 4:6)!





Thus, with such doctrinal chaos prevailing, let us be careful to test EVERY doctrine in the light of God's word and hold fast to only those things we know to be true (1 Thess. 5:21). Let us ALL examine our faith and be sure we are indeed grounded in the basics (2 Cor. 13:5).
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Your Example!





"In all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works..." (Titus 2:7)


 


The story is told of a TV repairman who didn't like to think about his job when he came home. As a result, he never bothered to properly install the TV antenna on the top of his house or fix it when one arm broke in a windstorm. One day, a new family moved in next door, and the owner went up on his roof to install an antenna. Knowing that his neighbor was a TV repairman, he put his up exactly the same way and turned his antenna to face in the same direction as his neighbor's. 


Then,  after   studying  his 


neighbor's  antenna  for  a 


while, he  reached  up and 


broke one  arm off his new 


antenna!     (From     1500 


Illustrations  for  Biblical 


Preaching, p. 130)


 


Whether  we  realize  it  or 


not, we all are  leaving  an 


example, whether  good or 


bad, to those about us. Let 


us show ourselves to be a 


pattern of good works. 











Let us be sure our faith is "built on the foundations of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone..." (Eph. 2:20) and avoid being "tossed to and fro and carried about with every winds of doctrine" (Eph. 4:14).





Brethren, not to sound alarmist, but the alarm must be sounded. There are some gale force "winds of doctrine" are blowing. It is time to batten down the hatches and sure up our spiritual houses! As Paul wrote, "Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all" (1 Thess. 5:14).
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DOES A NEW LIFE FORM MEAN GOD IS DEAD?





By Garth Clair





David Gibson - Religion News Service





"Seldom in the confusing history of man has there been a time when we receive everything we need at the right time and in the right way. No matter the invention of man there is always the ingenious person who wants to antagonize the masses with a flood (rivaled only to the great flood of Noah’s day) of unnecessary and useless junk. The days of junk mail (snail mail) have now turned into the days of junk email. Unsolicited, unwanted, undesired, offensive on occasion and totally useless messages fill the box intended for work, leisure and fun. Junk email is the continued expression of man’s pursuit of the trivial mess that clutters up his life in general.





The discovery of what is apparently an entirely new form of life -- a bacteria based on toxic arsenic rather than phosphorus, one of the six building blocks of all life on Earth -- has set the scientific world abuzz, prompting White House inquiries to NASA and threatening to upend longstanding beliefs about biology.





But some say the announcement also signals an end to religious faith, or at least the beginning of the end, because it implies that life can spring forth unexpectedly on Earth or even on other planets, and in unexpected forms -- developments that seem to run counter to literal readings of biblical creation accounts.





‘The polite thing to say is that discoveries such as this don't really impeach the credibility of established religion, but in truth of course they really do,’ David Niose, president of the American Humanist Association (AHA), a leading secularist organization, said of this week's revelations about the microbes discovered in Lake Mono in California.





‘The fact that life can spring forth in  this  way 


from nature, taken in  context  with what  else 


we've learned in recent centuries about space 


and time, surely  makes it  less plausible  that 


the  human  animal  is  the  specially  favored 


creation of  all-powerful, all-knowing  divinity,’ 


Niose said.”





INCREDIBLE IGNORANCE ABOUT ORIGINS …





The report by Gibson is probably one of the most ignorant suggestions that I HAVE OBSERVED IN PRINT IN MY 75 YEARS OF LIVING ON THIS EARTH. The universe from which this so called new life form has appeared was created by God; since this includes everything including toxic arsenic why is that incredible or even interesting since several new species of germs and other microscopic agents have risen from combinations of chemicals and other agents found through God’s creation?                                                            >>>
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>>> The humanist organizations will grasp the impossible in order to prove the impossible yet this is not even close to impossible. This is simply ignorance of the Almighty Power {i.e. GOD}.





I feel sorry for those that spend their lifetime in pursuit of fairy tales about how there must be greater things in earth or the universe that man has yet seen or even understands. Indeed; God has produced the universe in which we live and one can expect that whatever man discovers about that universe God knows and has known from the beginning; approximately 6,000 - 7,000 years (i.e. since HE CREATED IT – Genesis 1:1-2 - 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 And the earth was waste and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep: and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. ASV)





Consider this: Please read the following two passages of Holy Scripture from the King James Translation of the Bible …


Psalms 14:1 - "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good."


Proverbs 14:16 - "A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident."


________________________





"When pride comes, then comes 


shame;  but  with  the  humble is 


wisdom."  (Prov.  11: 2)  "Before 


destruction the heart of a man is 


haughty,  and   before  honor  is 


humility." (Prov. 18:12)





A famous football coach was on vacation with his family in Maine. When they walked into a movie theater and sat down, the handful of people there applauded. He thought to himself, "I can't believe it. People recognize me all the way up here." Then a man came over to him and said, "Thanks for coming. They won't start the movie for fewer than ten people. With you and your family here, we now have more than ten."





The "pride of life" is one of the avenues through which the devil tempts man. Regarding qualifications for elders, 1 Tim. 3:6 says, "Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil." 
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"Easier Said Than Done"





By Greg Gwin





We often use the old expression that something is "easier said than done." We know that it accurately applies to many different subjects.





It is possible, for instance, to talk at length about sports, business, or world politics; but it is an entirely different matter to effectively engage in such activities. Even the things of day-to-day living are many times easier to discuss than to do. It is easy to say that I love my wife, but it is more difficult to prove that love by exhibiting genuine care and concern. I can talk about being a proper father to my children, but I must work hard to be the kind of parent that I ought to be. In all of these things, and a multitude of others, we see that it really is "easier said than done."





Living as God would have us to live is this same way. It is simple to claim a faith in Christ, and nearly as easy to say that we really love Him. A majority of folks in our society make such claims. But it is an altogether different matter to prove these statements. The real proof is in our performance as His disciples. Jesus put it most simply when He said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments" (John 14:15). John added, "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments" (1 John 2:3). Let us do more than claim we are Christ's, that's easy. Let's prove we really love Him by obeying His commands.


_________________________________________





Do you know how long?





1. How long was Noah on the Ark?





2. How long was Paul blind?





3. How long was Jesus on the earth after His resurrection?
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"He Restrained Them Not"





By James Sanders





The life of the Old Testament figure, Eli, is indeed a remarkable one. Eli was a descendant of Ithamar, the fourth son of Aaron and therefore was of the tribe of Levi. Combined in this man of God were the offices of both High Priest and Judge. It was the first time in Israel that one man had held both offices at the same time. But such was indicative of the goodness and righteousness of Eli; it seems everyone respected him. For some forty years Eli judged the nation of Israel.





(Cf. 1 Sam. 4.18). His character was one of godliness and devotion but was not without blemish. Phineas and Hophni, the sons of Eli, were as wicked as their father was righteous. And to make matters worse, Phineas and Hophni were put into the office of a priest even though they lacked Eli's virtue and zeal. (Cf. 1 Sam 1:3). The result was nothing short of extraordinary! The conduct of Eli's children literally shocked the people of Israel. Because of Phineas and Hophni, men came to abhor the offering of the Lord. (Cf. 1 Sam 2.17). Things were very bad; the sad state of affairs was almost beyond description.





But when the aged High Priest learned of the scandals being committed by his sons, he only administered a gentle rebuke. Apparently Eli had always so corrected his children. Instead of reproving his boys while they were small, Eli perhaps reasoned with them and viewed their mischievous conduct with but a look of disfavor. But now Phineas and Hophni were no longer children and with them had grown their mischievous habits. The Scriptures assert that Eli was largely to blame. "He restrained them not" (I Sam 3.13). Eli had failed to restrain his sons while they were young and now it was too-late! As the twig had been bent, so had it grown. Now the sternest rebuke would prove ineffectual. Alas! What a lifetime of waste! All those years of effort and sacrifice in vain. Eli had failed and failed miserably; he had let his sons down when they needed him the most!





The Scriptures urge: "Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying" (Prov. 19.18). Doubtless, Eli's philosophy was, "Boys will be boys." But someone has well said, "Boys will be boys, but those same boys one day will be men." A child needs discipline and guidance when he is young. Then there is hope. Parents, open your eyes before it is too late! Now is the time to "restrain" your children. Now is the time to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This opportunity of youth, once present, never returns. Father or mother, have you really "restrained" (guided) that wee creature who is so fresh from God? Be honest with yourself.  Think of Eli - think of yourself - think of the little ones entrusted to your care. Will you fail them when they need you the most?
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Gospel Meeting





Speaker: Leon Mauldin


October 8-12


7:30 PM





Make Your Plans!


______________________________________





There Is a Little Church





By Robert F. Turner





There is a little church in your community. Its members are your neighbors. They meet in a small, unpretentious simple worship services. They plan their work for the Lord as a free and independent church operating according to their ability.





They believe the Bible is God's Word, and must be respected in practice as well as in theory. They would not bind where God has not bound: nor would they loose where God has not loosed. They are people with convictions, willing to sacrifice popularity among men rather than deny the all-sufficiency of God’s plan. They invite constructive criticism, and open studies of Gods Word. Your right to speak will be respected, by people who insist upon the right to reply.





Believing the primary purpose of Christ's church to be preparation for eternity, this little church places emphasis upon spiritual matters.


It is not a social club. It does not usurp the function of civic organizations, the school, or general welfare institutions. Its members are not unmindful of their individual responsibilities in all these fields, but they strive to fill such obligations without altering the function of the Lord’s church.





Be our guests! A warm and friendly welcome awaits you. There will be no "special program," no "great things" to impress the fleshly minded, but then. NAZARETH WAS A LITTLE TOWN.
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   I Know I Can!





"My sheep hear My voice, and I know 


them,  and they follow Me. And I give 


them   eternal  life,   and   they   shall 


never  perish;   neither  shall  anyone 


snatch   them   out    of    My   hand." 


(John 10:27-28)


 


Charles F. Kettering, the noted scientist and inventor, believed the easiest way to overcome defeat was to ignore completely the possibility of failure. Once he was developing this theme in an address delivered at Denison University, Granville, Ohio. He told how he had once given a tough assignment to a young research worker at the General Motors laboratory. Just to see how he would react to a difficult problem, Mr. Kettering forbade him to examine notes on the subject that were filed in the library. These notes were written by expert research men and contained statistics to prove that the assignment was impossible. The young research worker did not know this, of course, so he went to work with confidence that he would succeed. He did succeed, too. He didn't know it couldn't be done--so he did it. (From Good Business)


 


If we ignore the teachings of men, and confidently follow Jesus Christ, we will succeed in obtaining eternal life. 





_________________________________________





Do you know how long?





1. How long was Noah on the Ark? About 1 year, Genesis 7:11;8:13.





2. How long was Paul blind? 3 days, Acts 9:9.





3. How long was Jesus on the earth after His resurrection? 40 days, Acts 1:3.
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Being "On Time" For Worship





By Barney Keith





Have you ever thought about how scrupulous people can be in the matter of punctuality in their being on time for their various commitments?


If a concert is set to begin at 8:00 P.M., - they arrive in plenty of time to take their seats before that very first number begins. If they are to be dinner guests at a 6:00 P.M. affair, it is almost certain that they will leave home in ample time to make it. They would not want to insult the hostess. If employed by a company which requires them to report for work at 7:30 A.M. they get up early and make certain they "punch in" on time. These same people make arrangements to meet specific appointments with their physicians and dentists.


Also if they have an appointment to discuss a business deal at a specific hour, they will be there unless it is necessary to cancel it because something very urgent comes up unexpectedly. Parties, picnics, dinners, concerts, sports, business obligations - all such affairs are attended to by most of us with all punctuality.





Have you ever noticed that Christians sometimes are not as punctual when it comes to the business of Jesus Christ? It may well be that in no other area is there such a high incidence of tardiness. That which is of the greatest importance is often handled with the least diligent effort. The common practice of all congregations is to have fixed hours of Bible study and worship on the Lord's Day and during the week. These hours of services are well-understood by all. Is it too much to expect the disciples of the Lord to do everything they can to be present before time for the services to begin? Every thinking person is well aware of the fact that unexpected things may delay anyone occasionally. The baby may suddenly become ill or need attention. A flat tire or other car trouble, a long distance telephone call, overflowing of the plumbing, coming upon an accident or traffic jam - just a host of “happen-stances" may cause people to be unavoidably detained, causing them to be late for the services. But really - is this usually the case?  And especially if people find themselves being habitually late?





Surely this whole problem could be solved by each of us if we took to heart some plain Bible teaching about the attitudes we should have toward Christ and His work. Think about such passages as these: “Give diligence to make your calling and election sure." "Be ye steadfast . . . always abounding in the work of the Lord.”  "Set your affections on things above . . .”  "Seek ye first the 'kingdom of God. . .”  How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?" "Lovest thou me more than these?"





It is possible for one to break the bad habit of chronic tardiness at the services of the Lord if we will just make these sentiments a vital part of our lives. (Think about it.)
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Divine Origin of the Bible





By Brad T. Bromling





Is the Bible from God? Clearly, if it is not, its message matters little; if it is, its message is all that matters. How does one decide? There are certain traits that logically could be expected of any book that is of divine origin.





First, we could expect it to affirm its divine origin. The Bible says: "All Scrip ture is given by inspiration of God ...” (II Timothy 3:16). This applies equally to the New and Old Testaments, as seen in that God dispatched the Holy Spirit to reveal His word through godly men (John 14, 15,16; II Peter 1:21); the New Testament was preached, written, and accepted as from God (II Peter 3:16; I Thessalonians 2:13). In fact, the phrase "inspiration of God" literally means "God breathed."





Second, we could expect it to be perfectly harmonious. Though it was written by more than 40 men from differing backgrounds and languages, through the course of 1600 years of human history, the Bible is unerringly harmonious. This harmony is nothing short of miraculous. Try as they might, critics are unable to find even one true contradiction in the Bible.





Third, we could not expect man to be able to produce a better book or one that could make a divine volume obsolete.  Man has been writing for about 5,000 years, yet where is the book that surpasses the Bible? No other book has influenced, or ever will influence, this world like the Bible. The books of men soon become outdated, but not the Bible; it reads as fresh today as it did 1900 years ago, and will remain pertinent until the end of time (cf. John 12:48; Matthew 24:35).





Indeed, from these and other factors we may confidently conclude that God is the author of the Bible. Its message, therefore, is all that matters!


______________________________________





OBEDIENCE is the way to show that you BELEIVE.
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Mysteries of Life





By William Jennings Bryan





Once when I was going to Columbus, Ohio, I stopped to eat in a restaurant and ordered a slice of watermelon. I took the seeds home with me to plant in my garden.





That night a thought came to my mind. How many watermelon seeds would it take to make a pound? The next day I weighed them and found that it would take about 5,000 dried seeds.





A few weeks later I planted just one of the little seeds. Under the influence of sunshine and shower, that little seed had taken off its coat and gone to work. It had gathered from somewhere two hundred thousand times its own weight and forced that enormous weight through a tiny stem and built a watermelon. On the outside it has a covering of green and within that a rind of white and within that a core of red; and then it had scattered through the red many little seeds, each one capable of doing the same work over again.





What architect drew the plan? Where did the little watermelon seed get its strength? Where did it find its flavoring extract, and its coloring matter? How did it build a watermelon?





Until you can explain a watermelon, do not be too sure that you can set limits to the power of the Almighty. The most learned men in the world cannot explain the watermelon, but the most ignorant man can eat a watermelon and enjoy it. God has given us the knowledge necessary to use these things, and the truth that he has revealed to us is infinitely more important for our welfare than it would be to understand the mysteries that he has seen fit to conceal from our faltering view.
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OUR GOSPEL MEETING BEGINS TOMARROW





October 8-12


7:30 P.M.





Monday  -  Setting of the Biblical World; Creation to Mt. Sinai.�Tuesday  -  Mt. Sinai through United Kingdom�Wednesday  -  Divided Kingdom Through Intertestamental Period.�Thursday  -  Life of Christ: Sir, We Would See Jesus.�Friday  -  From Pentecost to Patmos





_______________________________________________________________





THE 5 P'S OF A SUCCESSFUL GOSPEL MEETING





1. PRAYER.  Prayer moves the hand that moves the world. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (Jas 6:16) therefore each member should pray “without ceasing” for the Gospel Meeting.





2. PRESENCE.  To help make the meeting successful and to insure good attendance, be sure YOU attend every service possible. Make plans to come, not other plans that will only keep you away.





3. PERSISTENCE.  Ask your friends and neighbors to come with you. One invitation is not enough many times. Ask them again and again. Who knows which invitation they will accept. Don’t forget family members!





4. PROMINENCE.  It pays to advertise. We must inform the public about the meeting. Pass out flyers where you work, where you live and where you shop.   


We must tell them the value of their soul. We must let them know the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.





5. PERSEVERANCE.  This means that we must have “stick-to-it-tiveness”. If you want this meeting to be successful, then we must be certain that we persevere in our efforts.





IF WE PRACTICE THE ABOVE - FAITHFULLY - NOTHING CAN KEEP US FROM HAVING A SUCCESSFUL MEETING!
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Who was the "Rock"?





			  By John Berlin





		In Matthew 16:18, we read, "And I 		say also unto thee, that thou art    		Peter, and upon this rock I will      		build my church; and the Gates of 		Hell (Hades) shall not prevail        		against it."





		What is the Rock upon which the  		church is built? Common logic      		must admit that it could not have   		been Peter for the Greek words    		from which "Peter" and "Rock" are 		translated are altogether different. 		"Peter" comes from "Petros" (masculine), and "Rock" from "Petra" (feminine). The two words refer to two different types of rock or stone. To refer to Peter (masculine) by a feminine noun (Rock) is like saying, "What a fine baby boy, what is her name?"





A careful study of related scriptures brings out the fact that Peter could. not be the Rock upon which the church was built. In Isaiah 28:16, we learn that the foundation was to be a stone, a tried stone, a sure foundation. Peter was not the foundation spoken of for when he was tried he did not remain, sure and steadfast. Five verses after Jesus said, "Upon this Rock I will build My church," He said to Peter, "Get thee behind Me, Satan; Thou art an offense unto Me; For thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men." (Matt. 16:23). This was the same Peter that ten chapters later cursed and swore and said "I know not this man" (Matt.26:74). Peter repented of this and was a good man, an inspired Apostle, but he was not the foundation of the church. 


The church is  built  upon  a 


sure  foundation. Peter  was 


"loose,  shifting   rock"  while 


Christ  was  the  "solid,  sure 


bedrock."      Peter    himself 


declares   Christ   to  be  the 


sure   foundation,   the  tried 


stone in Acts 4:11, 12, "This(Christ) is the stone which was rejected by you builders . . . ." The Church of Christ, the church built by Jesus; is founded upon the sure and tried foundation of Jesus Christ, not Peter.
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JUST KEEP GOING!





 "...Let us run with patience the race that is set before us..." (Heb. 12:1)


 


The setting was a cold January morning in a little town in Wisconsin, on the southern shore of Lake Superior. It happened to be the Saturday when they had their annual dog sled derby on the ice. A one-mile course had been staked out by sticking little fir trees in the ice. The whole course was easily visible because of the steep slope of the shore. It was a youngsters' meet and the contenders ranged all the way from large boys with several dogs and big sleds to one little fellow who didn't seem over five with a little sled and one small dog. They took off at the signal and the little fellow with his one dog was quickly outdistanced--he was hardly in the race. All went well with the rest until, about halfway around, the team that was second started to pass the team then in the lead. They came too close and the dogs got in a fight. As each team came up the dogs joined the fight. None seemed to be able to steer clear of it. Soon, from our position about a half mile away, there was just one big black seething mass of kids and sleds and dogs. None but the little fellow with his one dog managed to stay clear, and was the only one to finish the race. As I reflect on the many vexing problems and the stresses of our times that complicate their solutions, this simple scene from long ago comes vividly to mind, and I draw the obvious moral: No matter how difficult the challenge or how impossible or hopeless the task may seem, if you are reasonably sure of your course, just keep on going! (James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited, Tyndale House Publishers, 1988, p. 159)


 


Let us continue patiently and steadily in our course toward eternal life. 
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“Traditional Vs. Contemporary”





By Drew Edwards





Have you noticed that churches have been offering different service times for their audiences on Sunday and they list them as "traditional" or "contemporary"?





Some places even advertise "come as you are" and a "casual" environment in which to worship God. You can wear anything from cowboy boots to t-shirts and drink anything from espresso to Red Bull while you watch other people offer a surrogate form of worship to God.





Why do churches feature different styles of worship? One website suggests: "offer worship services of varying styles so that everyone can attend a service that meets their personal preferences."





I've got a simple (and perhaps, a seemingly uneducated) question here - since when do my preferences determine my worship to God?





Churches are scrambling to offer services that "keep up with the times" and make people feel "comfortable" when approaching God in worship - which is actually not even what is being accomplished. How can you even attempt to unify a congregation around a common cause when you are catering to so many different tastes, preferences, and styles?





In Acts 2:42, we read that the disciples from the early  church in Jerusalem "continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers." They were unified by a clear purpose, a clear doctrine, and clear practices.





This group, though several thousand strong, did not have to be placated with entertainment, food, and their own styles of worship. Their common bond and strength was through Christ!





When I approach God in worship, I have to be humble enough to realize it is not about me! How haughty and proud it must be to God to tell Him that you can't trust in what He has prescribed for worship - that it is "outdated" - and that it needs to be personalized to our desires in order for us to want to be there.





How ridiculous is it for people to think in their minds (and with their actions) that coffee and doughnuts (or food in general) has to be provided in order to get someone to come to worship? Have they considered the way that Jesus said God wants to be worshipped, and who He is?





"God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." (John 4:24)





While we're catering to different tastes, backgrounds, music styles, fashion preferences, and building designs, we are forgetting that God is Spirit and doesn't care about all of that.                                                                          >>>
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>>> He wants our hearts dedicated to Him with our lives and a reflection of that through our worship!





When we worship God, we must come before Him desiring truth and recognizing that He is holy. Let's not worry about "traditional" or "contemporary"...and focus on "TRUE"!


______________________________________





Attending Bible Classes:                     What Does It Say About The Christian?                  By Barney Keith





There is one fact that is undeniable about the life of every Christian – he is saying something to those around him by every action of his life.  Without any vocal sounds he speaks volumes by his conduct.  In this way many a Godly wife has won her husband to the Lord (1 Pet.3:1,2).  In this way the shining light of a good life has caused onlookers to glorify God (Matt. 5:16). And even after a righteous person has departed from this life, "he being dead yet speaketh" (Heb. 11:4).









































  





	









































Did you pay attention during our Gospel Meeting?





1. Where is the first prophecy of the Jesus? 








2. What were God's promises to Abraham?








3. Were God's promises fulfilled?       By who? 





_________________________________________





So it is with reference to our attitudes and actions in the work and worship of the Lord in His church. When a person who loves to attend the Bible classes in the local congregation does so faithfully, that Christian is saying something loud and clear. Think about it for a moment. What is he saying?





(1) He is saying to any who observe him, "I love the word of God to the extent that I will take the time to attend classes where my knowledge of it can increase."





(2) He is saying to others, "I realize my need of stronger faith as I strive to please the Lord. I know that it cannot be strengthened without the word of God (Rom.l0:17). Being present for Bible study helps me build on the right foundation."





(3) He is saying by his regular attendance ,. "I appreciate good and faithful Christians who spend hours studying so that they may teach me. I know that it takes much real dedication on their part to do this good work. I certainly want to be there to hold up their hands and to benefit from the study they have put into each lesson. If they devote so much effort in preparing lessons, I surely want to be present in the classes to listen to their instruction."





(4) He is saying, "I find great value and help from spending time with brothers and sisters in Christ in searching God’s word together. I have all too little time as it is with my spiritual family in the local church. This extra hour or so means much to me in building stronger ties with them.  I know that we all share a deep concern for our souls. And quite often I am helped by the comments of others in the class."





(5) He is saying, by his consistent presence in the classes, “I appreciate what the elders of the congregation are doing for my benefit as they plan and arrange classes for the edification of the church.  I am cooperating with them to accomplish their objective – MY increased knowledge of the truth.”





In nearly every place attendance at Bible study needs some improvement. That improvement will come from Christians who have opened their eyes to the grave importance of doing all they can to insure their soul’s salvation in the world to come. That improvement will be accomplished-by good men and women who have their hearts set on things above more than on things of the earth (Col. 3:1,2). Let me appeal to ALL members to make a careful· appraisal of your commitment to the Lord, His word and His kingdom. Let all of us make SURE that we all "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness..." (Matt.6:33). Without doubt, when this is done carefully and prayerfully, the attendance question will be properly answered, and all other questions as well.
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Don't Play With Dead Things





By Steve Klein





As a teenager, I knew a family that had a dog named Hey You. I'm not sure of the exact breed, but Hey You was a small terrier of some sort. He was very intelligent and fun to play with - capable of doing all sorts of clever tricks. Sadly, Hey You died and the children buried him in their backyard. One boring afternoon some months later, the children got the bright idea of digging up Hey You in order to see him again. As one might imagine, they found his corpse badly decomposed. It was a gruesome sight. He was not at all the wonderful pet they remembered, and they had no desire to play with him anymore.





As disturbing as that story might be, it illustrates an important truth. Dead things aren't fun to play with. 





In Romans 8:13, the apostle Paul encourages us to "put to death the deeds of the body." In Colossians 3:5-9, he specifies what "deeds" should be put to death:


"Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds."





This text helps us realize that, in order to live a holy, Christ-like life, we must put to death worldly thinking. We must set our minds "on things above" while eliminating earthly thoughts. When we do that, the things of the world will no longer look appealing to us. Temptations relating to sexual immorality would have little power over us if we put to death unclean thoughts and desires. The prospect of enslaving ourselves to working for material wealth is not going to be very appealing to us if we've killed covetousness. We'll have a much easier time controlling our speech (e.g. filthy language and lying) when we've slain anger, wrath and malice.





The problems that we sometimes have in trying to live Christ-like lives may simply boil down to this: we are tying to play with dead things (or things that should be dead to us). Christianity is an unpleasant experience for some people for precisely this reason; they keep trying to play with dead things. If we are ever going to be what we should be and experience the beauty of holiness in our lives, we are going to have to kill the world within us, bury it, and leave it alone. Maybe then we will be able to joyfully declare with Paul that "the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world" (Galatians 6:14).
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HE NEVER HAD SUCH           GOOD FRIENDS





By Greg Gwin


 


A man – a brother in Christ – has slipped away and fallen seriously into sin. Though he was once growing and active in the Lord’s service, now he is distant, unconcerned, and clearly pursuing a different agenda.





His brethren see his condition. They are aware of the spiritual danger he is in. All signs point to the fact that he is heading down a path to eternal ruin.





Out of love for his soul, and with knowledge of their own duty in such matters (Galatians 6:1-2) his brothers and sisters in Christ reach out to this erring one. They are crushed to think that one who once worked hand-in-hand with them in the Lord’s service could now be so alienated from them and God. They humbly try to encourage him, reminding him of things he already knows – but has chosen to ignore. They plead with him to “repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts 8:22).





And, what is the response from this brother in desperate need of rescue? Too often the response is one of bitter animosity and resentment. Instead of looking inwardly and humbly admitting his sins, he lashes out at those who are trying to help him. He has harsh words of criticism and distain for them. His effort is to deflect attention away from his own sins, and place focus on what he perceives as the failings of others.





What this man fails to realize is that he never had such good friends as these fellow Christians who are committed to help him and restore him to a right relationship with God. It would have been easier – much easier – to look the other way and ignore the situation all together. Let him go – clear his name off the ‘church roll’ – and proceed as though nothing significant had happen. But, love will not allow this. He is a brother – a friend – and they cannot, will not, let him go without a fight for his soul. Truly, he never had such friends as these.
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Did you pay attention during our Gospel Meeting?





1. Where is the first prophecy of the Jesus? 


Genesis 3:15





2. What were God's promises to Abraham?


Land, Nation, Blessing, Genesis 12:1-3





3. Were God's promises fulfilled?      By who? 


Yes! Acts 3:22-26


_________________________________________





"For He says: 'In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.' Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 Cor. 6:2)





The steamship "Central America," on a voyage from New York to San Francisco, sprung a leak in mid-ocean. A vessel seeing her signal of distress bore down toward her. Perceiving the danger to be imminent, the captain of the rescue ship spoke to the "Central America," "What is amiss?" "We are in bad repair and are going down; lie by till morning;" was the answer. "Let me take your passengers on board now." But as it was night, the commander of the "Central America" did not like to send his passengers away lest some might be lost, and thinking that they could keep afloat awhile longer replied: "Lie by till morning." Once again the Captain of the rescue ship called, "you had better let me take them now." "Lie by till morning," was sounded back through the trumpet. About an hour and a half later her lights were missed and, though no sound was heard, the "Central America" had gone down and all on board perished because it was thought they could be saved better at another time. (From Pulpit Treasury)





Let us not put off or procrastinate, but render full service to God now while we have time and opportunity. "Now" is the accepted time! 
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A Good, Lost Man





By Rick Duggin





I know a man who is unquestionably honest; he is very diligent to seek the right course in life; he has the courage to stand for the Lord in the face of all opposition; he has experienced a genuine encounter with Jesus; yet, he is lost!  Before you call me a bigot, listen to what Jesus said to this man: "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).





Nicodemus was a very religious man. Unlike other religious leaders who stubbornly refused to accept the evidence for the deity of Christ, Nicodemus wisely and honestly confessed that Jesus came from God. He courageously pleaded with the hard-hearted rulers to investigate His claims (Jn.7:50-52). Though some rulers believed on Jesus, they were afraid to confess Him lest they be put out of the synagogue (Jn.12:42,43). Nicodemus, on the other hand, assisted Joseph in the Lord's burial (Jn.19:38ff). In spite of all these sterling qualities, however, Nicodemus needed to be born again before he could enter the kingdom of God.





If you think you are headed for heaven simply because you are religious, or because you do some things that are right, or because of your sacrifice for Jesus, you had better read John 3:1-8. And then turn to Acts l0:34,35. Those who have not been born again are not in the kingdom of God, no matter how religious they appear to be. Do you need to be born again?


_______________________________________________________________ 





‘Almost’ is Not Enough





By Barney Keith





It is sometimes said of an individual who has not yet obeyed the gospel, "I believe he is almost ready to be baptized", or that "she is close is becoming a Christian".





Friend, are you one of those people? Can we not somehow impress upon you





(1) that "almost" is not sufficient to make one a Christian;





(2) that being" close" is not the same thing as being "in Christ";





(3) that you are still in a LOST condition; and





(4) that Christ is coming in judgment one day? It is essential for you to note the words of Paul in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 where he states that those "who obey not the gospel will be punished with everlasting destruction ... " We URGE you to-take a serious look at your life, your need of salvation, and the hope that can be found only -in - Christ. Obey the gospel TODAY!
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How Do You Measure Success in Teaching the Gospel?





By Bob Hines





Many become depressed talking to others about the gospel on account of the response they get.  Some (sometimes most) people simply do not want to hear God's message of salvation, and we feel we have failed because they are not converted . . .





Do you remember how often the apostle Paul was rejected?  Do you remember how much trouble, real trouble, he had: beaten, thrown out of town, in prison and out and in again . . . and yet in 2 Cor. 2:14 he said that God “always causeth us to triumph in Christ” . . . How could he say that considering his life and all he had been through?





It is because of his God-given view that the victory was in giving the opportunity, making the knowledge known ... and then the rest was up to whoever heard or read!  His job was to teach as best he could and everywhere he could.  It was (as that same verse goes on to say) "the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.”





There is how we don't get depressed. We realize that the victory is in giving opportunity. If the truth is accepted we rejoice, and if not we rejoice they have been given opportunity, the “fragrance of Christ is upon them.”





People dead in their sins will go on to eternal death if the gospel is ignored. But those obeying will come to life in Christ, and will go on to eternal life because of God's love in Christ. So let us be about the business of giving as many people the opportunity of obeying God's will.  This is our victory.


______________________________________





IF YOU ARE VISITING WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!
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NAME DROPPING





Bryan Matthew Dockens





While working in an emergency room I once heard the husband of a patient tell the registration clerk that his wife was a close associate of the president of the hospital, mentioning her by name, and insisting she be notified of his wife’s presence.  Of course, no such thing was done, and all I could think was: “If she’s so very close to the president, why doesn’t she just call her directly?”  The incident seemed to be nothing more than a desperate name-dropping ploy, whereby the couple sought to gain favorable treatment.  It doesn’t matter who you know; what matters is who knows you!





		Name dropping is a serious spiritual 		problem, too, as Jesus explained, 		“Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, 		Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of    		heaven, but he who does the will of 		My Father in heaven.   Many will say 		to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we 		not prophesied in Your name, cast out 		demons in Your name, and done   		many wonders in Your name?'   And 		then I will declare to them, 'I never 		knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'” (Matthew 7:21-23).





Calling oneself a Christian is not at all the same thing as being recognized as such by Christ.  Truly knowing Christ is demonstrated only through action.  “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.  He who says, ‘I know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him.  By this we know that we are in Him.  He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked” (1st John 2:3-6). 








Vol. 4							November 4 2012	                                                          #45		





For Our Parents





By Tim Shepherd





One thing that local congregations of God's people love to see is children. I remember a brother several years ago who prayed in the assembly making mention of the children and referring to them as "our future church.”





Here at Chapman Highway we are very blessed to have several children.  We are truly thankful for each and every one of them and are trying to work to provide a growing environment for them as they learn the truth, obey the gospel, and continue to grow in their faith.





Recently in our men's business meeting it was discussed that our children in all of their energy and excitement of being with one another are creating possible problems for our elderly and those who are less stable due to health factors.  Therefore we would like to ask each parent to pay special attention to their children and not allow them to run and dart in and out around the people as they are coming in and out of the building.





One thing that is very critical is for every parent to participate. This will only make it easier if we are all consistent in calling down those who are running about the building. We certainly understand that children will be children and they are so full of energy, but this is not the place to run and play. It is a place where we assemble to worship God.  Our children need to learn to respect what we are coming together for and to respect our elderly and those who may not be as stable whether that would be our own elderly and unstable members here or those who may visit with us.





Again, we are so thankful for our young people, but let us each teach and train these little ones that they may learn reverence in the assembly and also avoid someone falling and getting hurt. Thank you for your efforts in working together with this situation. 


_______________________________________________________________





Can you answer these "four" questions              about  the book of Daniel?





1.  Who are the four mentioned by name taken by Nebuchadnezzar? 





2.  Who were the four that Nebuchadnezzar saw walking in the fire?





3.  What were the four elements of the image dreamed by Nebuchadnezzar?





4.  What did the four elements of Nebuchadnezzar's dream represent?
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TRENDS...





According to a recent study, people with a college degree are more likely to reject the Bible as the word of God than those without a college degree. A "distinct shift" occurs after college regarding beliefs and opinion, said Richard Brake, director of university studies at the Intercollegiate Studies Institute. The ISI surveyed 2,508 Americans on questions intended to measure the impact of a college degree on people's beliefs. The study also found that people with college degrees were more likely to support same-sex marriage, as well as abortion available at any stage of pregnancy and for any reason . . . The shift may be attributed to the unpopularity of strong religious views in academia, Brake said. "I think one of the reasons you see this shift is the people that work in academia share these same views," he said.


---via Religion News Service





1 Corinthians 1:26-27  "For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty."


______________________________________





Foolish And Unlearned Questions!
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The Power of Example!





"And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching." (Heb. 10:24-25)


 


Some time ago, Paul Harvey reported of a 73-year old man who had been pinned beneath his farm tractor for four days and nights in driving rain and a terrible storm. Concerned friends went to see about him just in time. He survived the ordeal, but lost a leg below the knee. Several newspapers picked up on the story and centered on the amazing fact that a 73-year old man could live after being pinned beneath a tractor for four days and nights in such bad weather.


 


What is even more amazing about this news report is the reason his friends were compelled to check on him. One fellow said it best: "He missed worship services on Wednesday night!" That's all? Yes! He was always so faithful in attendance that simply missing one worship service caused his brethren to check on him. Not only should the older brother be commended for His faithfulness, but his brethren need to also be praised for their genuine concern for their brother. 


_________________________________________








"But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes." (2 Tim. 2:23) 





While Abraham Lincoln was a lawyer, he was called on to be the arbitrator in many disputes. On one occasion, two men had been arguing for hours about the correct proportion of the length of a man's legs to the size of his body. They finally called on Lincoln to settle the question. After listening intently to the points on both sides, he stated that it seemed to him that this was a question of the utmost significance and one that had caused much bloodshed in the past and would doubtless do so again in the future. He concluded by saying, "It is my opinion, all side issues being swept aside, that a man's lower limbs, in order to preserve harmony of proportion, should be at least long enough to reach from his body to the ground." 





"But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless." (Titus 3:9) 
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How Well Do You Listen?





By Greg Gwin





"Do you have trouble hearing?" asked the teacher of a boy who sat dreamily at his desk. "No, Ma'am," replied the boy. "I have trouble listening." Most of us are like that. Good listening skills do not develop automatically. It takes some conscious effort on our part. And, when it comes to listening to sermons, in particular, some of us need to work extra hard!





There are several things which can help us to be better listeners. Consider:





·   We listen better when well rested. Be sure to get to bed at a reasonable time on Saturday night. Being able to listen attentively to the sermon on Sunday morning is more important that watching the late show on Saturday night!





·   Follow along in your Bible. When the preacher makes reference to a certain passage, look it up. This will also help to insure that the things being taught are true to the Word.





·   Consciously fight against letting your mind wander. When you realize that you are thinking of things other than what the preacher is saying, force yourself to get back ‘in tune’ with the sermon.





·   Take notes.  There is perhaps no better way to maintain close attention than by taking notes. If you consistently have trouble listening, then make a commitment to write notes on each sermon. Do this for several weeks or months. You may find that this is a very rewarding exercise that you will never want to give up.





·   Look for personal application. As you listen to the preacher, search for ways to apply the lesson to improve yourself.





"Take heed therefore how ye hear" (Luke 8:18). Are you listening carefully?


_______________________________________________________________





Can you answer these "four" questions              about  the book of Daniel?





1.  Who are the four mentioned by name taken by Nebuchadnezzar? 


		Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-Nego - Daniel 1:1-7





2.  Who were the four that Nebuchadnezzar saw walking in the fire? Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-Nego... fourth is like the Son of God - Daniel 3:23-25





3.  What were the four elements of the image dreamed by Nebuchadnezzar?


            gold, silver, bronze, iron and partly of clay - Daniel 2:32-33





4.  What did the four elements of Nebuchadnezzar's dream represent?


                             World "Kingdoms" - Daniel 2:36-43














	





















































































































































































































































			    


			


			























Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920








Visit our website:


www.chapmanhwy churchofchrist.com








Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 








Regular Scheduled


Services:





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30








WHERE


EVERYONE IS


WELCOME!











Heartprints





Whatever our hands touch--�We leave fingerprints!�On walls, on furniture,�On doorknobs, dishes, books,�As we touch we leave our identity.





Oh, Lord, please where ever I go today,�Help me leave heartprints!�Heartprints of compassion�Of understanding and love.�Heartprints of kindness�and genuine concern.





May my heart touch a lonely neighbor�Or a runaway daughter,�Or an anxious mother,�Or, perhaps, a dear friend!





I shall go out today�To leave heartprints,�And if someone should say�"I felt your touch,"�May that one sense be...YOUR LOVE, LORD�Touching through ME.


______________________________________





Have you? If not, why not?





"Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." (Matt. 11:11) 





John was truly a great man in many ways. He was a child of promise born to godly parents. He prepared the way for the Lord and bore witness of Jesus as the Christ. His preaching was plain and powerful, and many people went out to be baptized by him. He died a martyr.


 


Nevertheless, as Jesus said, "He who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." This shows the greatness of the kingdom and the value of the blessings therein. Those who make up the kingdom have been redeemed by the blood of Christ. Col. 1:13-14 says, "He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins." 





How about you? Have you been delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom? If not, why not obey the gospel today? 








  





	









































KIDS


COLUMN





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery ���





Which Are You?


�A young woman went to her mother and told her about life and how things were so hard for her.  She was tired of fighting and struggling.  It didn’t seem like it was making any difference.





Her mother took her to the kitchen.  She filled three pots with water and placed  each on a high fire.  In the first she placed carrots, in the second she placed eggs, and in the last she placed ground coffee beans.





After some time, the mother asked her daughter to feel the carrots.  She did and noted that they were soft.  The mother then asked her to take an egg and break it.  After pulling off the shell, she observed the hard boiled egg.  Finally the mother asked the daughter to sip some of the water the coffee beans were in.  She smiled as she tasted its rich flavor.





Her mother explained that each of these objects had faced the same adversity: boiling water.  But each had reacted differently.  The carrot went in strong, hard, and unrelenting.  However, after being subjected to the boiling water, it became soft and weak.  The egg had been fragile.  It’s thin outer shell had protected the liquid interior, but after sitting through the boiling water, its inside became hardened.  The ground coffee beans were unique, however.  After they were in the boiling water, they had actually changed the water!





The mother explained that some people are like the carrot that seems strong, but with pain and adversity wilt and lose strength.  Others are like the egg that starts out with a malleable heart, but with heat their heart changes into one that is hardened and stiff.  But a few people are like the coffee beans that actually change the situation around them by their outlook, attitude, and influence.  Which are you?








How did you do?
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Salvation by Experience?





By James E. Cooper





Several years ago I had a conversation with a man who, when he learned I was a preacher, wanted to relate his "salvation experience." He said he looked out his bedroom window one bright, moonlit night and saw in his garden a cross with blood on the center of it. The next morning, he investigated further and saw that it was a cabbage head with a ripe tomato right in the center. Since he could not explain how it got there, he took it as a miraculous "witness" to his salvation. Many have told a similar "experience" and based their hope of salvation on it.





Isn't it amazing that people can come up with such opinions, in spite of the fact that the New Testament contains no such cases of conversion? No, not one convert in the New Testament ever based his hope of salvation on an "experience" of this nature. While miraculous events did accompany a few of them, they were not for the purpose of convincing the sinner that he had been converted and was now accepted by God. 





A miracle occurred on the day of Pentecost, but not upon the audience. The miracle occurred upon the apostles and enabled them to "speak as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:4). Those converted heard the apostles' preaching, believed and were commanded to "repent and be baptized" for the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38).


 


Philip "preached Christ" to the Samaritans (Acts 8:5) and his message was "confirmed" (Mark 16:20) by "the signs which he did" (Acts 8:6). But the Samaritans received no 'experience of salvation.' The Bible says, "when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women" (Acts8:12). 





Miracles accompanied the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch, but the eunuch never knew anything about them. An angel told Philip to go to the Jerusalem-Gaza road, and when he arrived, the Spirit told him to "join the chariot" in which the eunuch was riding. But Philip "preached Jesus" to the man (Acts 8:35), and when they came to a certain water the eunuch wanted to be baptized (Acts 8:36). He was baptized upon a confession of his faith, not upon the relation of his experience. 





In the Bible, men heard the gospel, believed in Christ, repented of sins and were baptized. Now, as then, this is what one must do to be saved.


_______________________________________________________________





The very best way to show you believe:


                 Can you fill it in?              O __ E __ I __ N __ E
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The First One to Plead His Cause Seems Right





By Bryan Matthew Dockens





 “The first one to plead his cause seems right, until his neighbor comes and examines him” (Proverbs 18:17).





Wise Solomon observed the reflexive tendency on the part of man to accept as truth the first version of events presented in a potential controversy.





When gossip circulates through the workplace, the neighborhood, or even the church, the first version of events is usually presumed to be true. This is so because “The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, and they go down into the inmost body” (Proverbs 18:8). Just as a well prepared meal will go untouched by a child who has spoiled his dinner with a bag of candy, similarly the truth holds no interest for those willing to accept rumors. The “other side of the story” may never be heard, and even when it is, it is often disregarded as a weak defense against the supposed facts already established in everyone’s minds.





For this reason, it is imperative to refrain from spreading rumors in the first place. “Where there is no wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no talebearer, strife ceases” (Proverbs 26:20).





God commanded, “You shall not go about as a talebearer among your people” (Leviticus 19:16). The behavior of a “busybody” is described as “disorderly” (II Thessalonians 3:11) because “gossips and busybodies” are those who say “things which they ought not” (I Timothy 5:13). And, Paul exposed the wickedness of “whisperings” (Romans 1:29; II Corinthians 12:20) insomuch as gossip thrives on whispers while the truth demands an open hearing.





When a dispute must be resolved, both accounts deserve fair consideration. The Pharisees opposed Jesus, but Nicodemus correctly asked, “Does our law judge a man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?” (John 7:51). The will of God in such cases is plain: “Test all things; hold fast what is good” (I Thessalonians 5:21), for “He who answers a matter before he hears it, it is folly and shame to him”


(Proverbs 18:13).
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You Can Do What Is Right!





"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand." (John 10:27-28) 





Charles F. Kettering, the noted scientist and inventor, believed the easiest way to overcome defeat was to ignore completely the possibility of failure. Once he was developing this theme in an address delivered at Denison University, Granville, Ohio. He told how he had once given a tough assignment to a young research worker at the General Motors laboratory. Just to see how he would react to a difficult problem, Mr. Kettering forbade him to examine notes on the subject that were filed in the library. These notes were written by expert research men and contained statistics to prove that the assignment was impossible. The young research worker did not know this, of course, so he went to work with confidence that he would succeed. He did succeed, too. He didn't know it couldn't be done--so he did it. (From Good Business) 





If we ignore the teachings of men, and confidently follow Jesus Christ, we will succeed in obtaining eternal life.


_________________________________________ 





Sociologists from Brigham Young University and Rice University found religiously-affiliated youth are 40 percent more likely to graduate high school than their unaffiliated peers and 70 percent more likely to enroll in college . . . The researchers note that teens' fellow churchgoers are an important factor, serving as mentors who help teens set their sights high.                                    - via Phys.Org, 11/6/12





1 Timothy 4:12  “Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”








What is Tolerated Today Becomes Accepted Tomorrow





By Dick Millwee





Many years ago I read a quote that I found it to be true. This was the quote: "What is tolerated today becomes accepted tomorrow." Whoever said that said a mouthful and hit the nail on the head. Let me give a couple of examples.





In 1939 a movie was made that had one curse word in it. History tells all that moral leaders and church pulpits all over our country raised a sustained cry against it being released for public showing and almost succeeded in their efforts. However, Hollywood turned a deaf ear to the protests and patiently waited until the hubbub died down.





After the protest became old news, Hollywood released the picture, Gone With The Wind. Forty years later, in 1979, Hollywood produced and released a movie that had only one cures word in it (the same word used in Gone With The Wind) and parents all over the land breathed a sigh of relief and said, "Finally a movie that we can let our children go see." It was Star Wars. This gradual "toleration creep" has lead to most of the movies released today being filled with vile, filthy language that would have made drunken sailor blush in 1939!





In 1953, a new magazine was about to be released for publication and a volcanic protest by churches and various organizations erupted. The publisher and court officials turned a deaf ear  to the protests and, 


hence,    "Play Boy"   magazine   became  an  American 


institution. This lead to publications of similar magazines. 


This, in  turn,  motivated  Hollywood  to  begin  releasing 


movies  of   a  vivid  sexual   nature  which   lead  to  the 


necessitation of a  rating  system.  Over  time  there  has 


been "rating creep" so  that  what  used to  be X  rated is 


now R rated, R rated is now  PG 13  rated  and PG13  is 


now rated G. The slow graduation of "Toleration  Creep" 


has desensitized us to the point  we  are  now  accepting 


as O.K. that was tolerated with anxious misgivings a few 


year ago.





Sadly, many Christians have  become so  desensitized to 


this media filth that they, with their money and attendance, 


have succumbed to this "wile" of  the  devil.  God  tells  us 


through   the  apostle  Paul "...do  not   participate   in  the 


unfruitful deeds of darkness, but,  instead,  expose  them" 


(Ephesians 5:11).





                                                                                                                        >>>
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>>> It is sad to see many Christians (even though it bothers them) allowing their children to watch TV programs and moves that promote this moral filth. The danger for their children, for the most part, is that they will feel it is acceptable for Christians to do this because their parents did not speak out against it or restrict them from involving themselves with this moral tragedy when they were in their formative years. Sadly, in some cases, the children learn by example when they see their parents rent or buy these movies and play them on their DVD sets at home.





 "Be not deceived, for whatsoever we sow that is what we shall reap" (Galatians 6:7,8). Brethren, young and old, let us take the high road of God and take a stand against these things. Let's not succumb to this Moral Creep. Beware, it is a device of the Devil to ensnare our souls.


_____________________________





God's Love��We call it mercy -�It is God's forgiving love.





We call it providence -�It is God's caring love.





We call it kindness -�It is God's understanding love.





We call it Christ's passion and death -�It is God's proven love.





We call it happiness -�It is God's encouraging love.





We call it the will of God -�It is God's unerring love.





We call it heaven -�It is God's rewarding love.





We call it eternity -�It is God's unending love.�





"For God so loved the world that He gave       His only begotten Son, that whoever believes    in Him should not perish but have            everlasting life. - John 3:16
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Jesus Gave His Blood For You!





"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends." (John 15:13)


 


In his book, "Written in Blood," Robert Coleman tells the story of a little boy whose sister needed a blood transfusion. The doctor had explained that she had the same disease the boy had recovered from two years earlier. Her only chance for recovery was a transfusion from someone who had previously conquered the disease. Since the two children had the same rare blood type, the boy was the ideal donor.


 


"Would you give your blood to your sister Mary?" the doctor asked. Little Johnny hesitated, his lower lip started to tremble, and then he smiled and said, "Sure, for my sister." 





Soon the two children were wheeled into the hospital room--Mary, pale and thin; Johnny, robust and healthy. Neither spoke, but when they met, Johnny grinned. As the nurse inserted the needle into his arm, Johnny's smile faded. He watched the blood flow through the tube.


 


With the ordeal almost over, his voice slightly shaky, broke the silence. "Doctor, when do I die?" Only then did the doctor realize why Johnny had hesitated, why his lip had trembled when he'd agreed to donate his blood. He'd thought giving his blood to his sister meant giving up his life. Though, in reality, it was not necessary, he was willing to give his life for his sister. In that brief moment, his love for his sister, caused him to make his great decision.





Let us remember that there was one who laid down His life for us. 
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Signs That One Is or Is Not Truly Converted To Christ





By Greg Gwin





I’m not a real, legitimate fan of soccer.  Oh, yes, if there is a big match being played – maybe like the World Cup finals, for instance – I might watch a little.  And, I do have an appreciation for the athletic abilities of the true stars of the sport.  But, over all, I’m not a big fan, and my actions prove it.





On the other hand, I love football. (‘American football’ to those of you who insist that ‘soccer’ is actually ‘football.’) I keep up with the scores, statistics, and standings.  I watch games as often as possible.  I’ve even been known to sit out in the rain, freezing temperatures, and even in a snow storm in order to attend a game in person.  I’m a fan, and my actions prove it.





The same  sort of analysis  can be  made about one’s 


real devotion to the Lord.  In fact, you could say that it 


is  fairly  easy to detect  if a person  is truly  converted 


to Christ – or not.  Indications of  such can be  seen in 


many ways:





·Attendance –  does  an  individual  attend  all  of  the 


assemblies  and   Bible    studies    (unless   seriously 


hindered  by illness,  etc.)?  If so, we would count this 


as a sign of commitment.  But  if  their  attendance  is 


very ‘spotty’ and  many  things  keep  them  from  the 


assemblies,  we’d  be  suspicious  that  something  is 


lacking in the area of true conviction and devotion.





·Service – does he/she look for opportunities to serve, 


or   is  he  /  she  looking   to   be   constantly   on  the 


receiving end of help, visits, kindnesses, etc.?





·‘Chip  on  the  shoulder’  outlook – is this person one


 that is easily offended, even  by  the  most  trivial  of 


matters?   Are  they  ready  to  ‘quit the  church’  over 


some   minor   problem?   If  so,   this   would   surely 


demonstrate a lack of true devotion to the Lord.





This list can be expanded considerably, but we hope you get the idea. Others can easily see how serious you are about doing the will of God. And, of course, He knows perfectly whether you are truly converted, or not. Think!
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Trying To Adapt The Church To Everybody





By Sewell Hall





I was never an avid baseball fan, and living in Atlanta has done little to convert me. One 4th of July, however, I did agree to go with a group of Christian friends to a Braves game. From the time we arrived at the field, I knew this was going to be different. The field was covered with performing high school bands - an appeal to all who like music.  And that was only the beginning. For those preferring opera, a Metropolitan Opera star sang the national anthem. For those more political in taste, the Attorney General of the United States led the pledge to the flag. Lovers of money were tantalized by a $500 door prize. Cartoon fans were entertained by a million dollar scoreboard featuring cartoon characters. Those living on the level of the flesh were treated to the sight of a young lady in short shorts running around the diamond sweeping off the bases between every inning. And to climax it all, there was a huge fireworks display. I don't remember what team the Braves were playing, much less who won, but that was a game I shall never forget.  That was baseball for people who don't like baseball.





Far too many churches are trying to remodel the religion of Jesus Christ to make it a religion for people who don't like religion. For those desiring recreation, they offer recreation. For those desiring entertainment, there is entertainment. For those whose primary interest is secular education, they offer day care, kindergartens, schools and colleges. For those whose appetite is for food, they build church kitchens and dining rooms. The attempt is to be "the church for everybody."





Such carnal, temporal appeals were never authorized by the Lord. He intended that the church be a "called out," separated body of people.





If the gospel is the only appeal, it will make that separation.

















  





	









































KIDS


COLUMN





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery ���





Listening to God





"But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him." (Heb. 11:6)


 


At a burning building in New York City's Harlem, a blind girl was perched in the fourth-floor window. The firemen had become desperate. They couldn't fit the ladder truck between the buildings, and they couldn't get her to jump into a net, which she, of course, couldn't see. Finally, her father arrived and shouted through the bull horn that there was a net and that she was to jump on his command. The girl jumped and was so completely relaxed that she did not break a bone or even strain a muscle in the four-story fall. Because she trusted her father completely, when she heard her father's voice, she did what he said was best. (From 1500 Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, p. 135)


 


Likewise, let us have simple, trusting faith in God and His word, knowing that He knows what's best for us. 


_________________________________________ 
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HOW CAN YOU KNOW GOD?





			By Carrol R. Sutton


 


If in the day of judgment, the lord says, "I never knew you: 


depart from me, ye that work iniquity," or "Verily I say unto 


you, I know you not," to you or to me,  it will be  a very sad 


occasion for us.  (See  Matthew 7:21  and 25:12).  In  view 


of the impending judgment, each of us should  make  sure 


that we know God. In order for God to know us, we must know Him. How can we know God? Our feelings do not indicate that we know God. Evil men may have good feelings. Human testimony of others is no indication that we know God.





In order to know God, you must believe confidently that God is, and that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. The Hebrew writer says: "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." (Hebrews 11:6). John says: "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name." (John 20:30-31). To know God, you must be taught of God. You must learn God's will for man. You must approve of what God says and be willing to obey God's commandments. Jesus said: "Not every one that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven." (Matthew 7:21). John also said: "And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments." (1 John 2:3).





If you are an alien sinner, God commands you to "repent". (See Acts 17:30-31). The Jews on Pentecost, who had crucified Jesus were commanded to "Repent, and be baptized for the remission of sins..." (Acts 2:38). Saul, who was a praying penitent believer, was commanded to "...arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,..." (Acts 22:16).





To know God, we must love God. But to love God is to keep His commandments. Therefore, to know God is to keep God's commandments. (1 John 4:7-8; 5:3)





SUMMED UP: In order to know God (and for God to know you), you must learn God's will, believe it with all your heart and obey it sincerely!


_______________________________________________________________ 





For He Himself has said, "I will never leave                               you nor forsake you." - Hebrews 13:5.
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ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE





By Gary Henry





“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good;blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” (Psalm 34:8).





THAT GOD IS ““GOOD” IS ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE TRUTHS EVER ENTRUSTED TO THE HUMAN RACE. How could we survive if we did not know that He is perfectly wise and just — and that He is benevolently inclined toward us? Like the other aspects of His nature, God’s goodness far surpasses our ability to comprehend. His benevolence is an ocean deeper than we can fathom. But the Scriptures hold up this truth for us to contemplate and to be comforted by. And the wonder of it all is that our Creator’s goodness is consummated in this great desire: He desires to give Himself to us. “God is so good that he only awaits our desire to overwhelm us with the gift of himself” (Francois Fenelon).





David invites us to experience God’s goodness firsthand. “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.” We can debate the theoretical pros and cons of divine goodness for months and not learn as much about it as there is to be learned in one day of actual walking with God. Ultimately, “the proof is in the pudding,” as the old cooks used to say. And as John Keats observed, “Nothing ever becomes real until it is experienced — even a proverb is no proverb to you till your life has illustrated it.” If we wish to make great spiritual strides, one of the most valuable things we can do is to “taste” that which we’ve only thought about up to now.





There is, of course, a degree of RISK involved in the ““tasting” approach, and that may be why we limit ourselves to theoretical discussions of God’s goodness. It is safer, in a sense, simply to talk about the question than to put ourselves at risk and find out for sure. So David’s statement, “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good,” is followed immediately by the benediction, “Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” Trust is truly what it takes to find out whether God’s goodness can be counted on. If we hide behind our suspicions and keep God at a “safe” distance, then we can’t expect to know for ourselves what it is like to walk with Him. God’s goodness is best tested by being tasted.
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The Godhead?





By Roger Hillis





Question: Are Jesus and God the same person?





Reply: No, they are two distinct beings. Both are members of the Godhead. It consists of three members - God the Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit.  The Godhead Is mentioned three times In the New Testament - Acts 17:29, Romans 1:20 and Colossians 2:9.





It will help you to understand that the word GOD Is a family name. It means divinity, deity, or divine nature. "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1). In that verse, "God" Is plural (Elohim). This explains verse 26 where the Bible reads "let US make man In OUR Image." Both Jesus (Col. 1:15-16) and the Holy Spirit (Psa. 104:30) helped in the creation.





Jesus is the only member of the Godhead who has taken on human form (Col. 2:9).





There are many passages where all three are mentioned as separate, distinct personalities. Read Matthew 28:19, John 14:26, John 15:26, Ephesians 4:4-6.





Additionally, note the prayer of Jesus In John 17:1-26. Jesus the Son was praying to God the Father. Read verse 21: "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I In You; that they also may be one In Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me." Was Jesus talking to Himself?





Why does Jesus say that "I and My Father are one?"  Because in many way they are - in unity, power, purpose, love, grace, divine nature and characteristics. But they are separate beings. A husband and wife are said to be "one" (Matt. 19:6). But they' are still two distinct people. So It Is with God the Father and Jesus the Son.
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Hardening Pharaoh’s Heart





By David Padfield





Of all the characters in the Bible, few have caused as much speculation as the Pharaoh who ruled Egypt during the time of Moses.





God spoke to Moses about Pharaoh and said, "I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go" (Exodus 4:21). This promise of God was repeated on several other occasions (Exodus 7:3; 9:12; 10:20,27).





Many fanciful theories have been devised to explain how God hardened Pharaoh's heart. Calvinists often point to this case and claim that God miraculously hardened his heart by the Holy Spirit. But, as is always the case, their argument fails in the light of other passages.:





Three times in the narrative we read that Pharaoh "hardened his own heart" (Exodus 8:15,32; 9:34). Four other times the Bible simply says his heart "grew" or "became" hard (Exodus 7:14,22; 8:19; 9:7). The record also indicates the magicians had a hand in the hardening of Pharaoh's heart (Exodus 7:22, 8:19).





When we put all the pieces together, what do we find? Pharaoh was an insolent, arrogant and cruel man. He had two reasons for not wanting to release the Israelites: pride and covetousness. It would look bad for a monarch to allow nearly two million slaves to go free. It would also hurt the national economy if he lost his labor force.





It went against the grain for one to make demands in the name of Jehovah. Every time Moses spoke Pharaoh's heart grew harder.





The magicians also played a part in the hardening of Pharaoh's heart. By the use of enchantments, they tried to minimize the miracles of Moses. Jamieson commented, "The art of those ancient magicians, who were not common jugglers, but educated men, was enlisted in support of idolatry of Egypt ... it is not difficult to imagine what immense power those professors of occult science must have wielded over the minds of men in an age of darkness, when the superstition of Egypt was in all its glory."





God hardens the hearts of men today the  same 


way  He  did 3,500 years  ago. Some  will never 


listen to a simple gospel preacher. The "pride of 


life" (1 John 2:16) will cause them  to close their 


ears.   Pride   kept   many   of  the   rulers   from 


confessing Christ, "Lest they be  put  out  of  the 


synagogue;  for  they   love  the  praise  or  men 


more than the praise of God" (John 12:42,43).                        
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>>> When a man repeatedly hears the gospel message, yet refuses to obey it, his conscience becomes "seared" (1 Tim4:2). To some men, gospel preachers are the "aroma of life," but to those who have had their conscience seared, they are the "aroma of death" (2 Cor. 2:16).








False teachers also help to harden the hearts of some. Pentecostal preachers, by their use of "signs and lying wonders" (2 Thess. 2:9), have deceived people into putting their trust in things other than God's word, Denominational creed-books and traditions have also blinded men to the truth (Matt 15:8, 9).





Pharaoh had the opportunity to heed the message of God. I am sure he would give 1,000 worlds like this one for another chance. You have the same choice Pharaoh had. The difference is that he cannot change his decision, but you can.


______________________________________





32,850 Sermons Later





Several years ago, a reader of The British Weekly wrote this provocative letter to the editor:





"Dear Sir:  It seems ministers feel their sermons are very important and spend a great deal of time preparing them. I have been attending a church service quite regularly for the past 30 years and I have probably heard 3,000 of them. To my consternation, I discovered that I cannot remember a single sermon. I wonder if a minister's time might be more profitably spent on something else?   Sincerely, ..."





For   weeks  a  real  storm  of 


editorial   responses  ensued, 


The uproar finally was ended 


by this letter:





"Dear    Sir:    I    have   been 


married  for  30 years. During 


that time I have eaten 32,850 


meals - mostly  of  my  wife's 


cooking.  Suddenly, I have discovered that I cannot remember the menu of a single meal.  And yet, I received nourishment from every single one of them. I have the distinct impression that without them, I would have starved to death long ago. Sincerely, ..."
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Will All Be Saved?





By Jim Mickells





Some contend all people will be saved eternally, regardless of how they have lived? The Bible teaches no such thing.





· Did Jesus die on the cross so all could have the opportunity to be saved? Yes (Heb. 2:9)!





· Does God want to save everyone? Yes (2 Pet. 3:9)!





· Will everyone be saved? No (Mat. 7:13,14)!





Why? It is because the vast majority of people choose to walk in the broad way which leads to destruction. It is the way of least resistance; no restraint; live like you want to; do and say what you please. The narrow way is God’s way.





I must submit to Him; be obedient to His will, following the Bible; make the necessary changes in my life to be holy and godly in the things I do. Then by His grace through my faith I can be saved.





You, too, can be saved by heeding His word (Mat. 7:21).


_________________________________________


Washington State                    and Gay Marriage!





The words "bride" and "groom" are about to become archaic language in Washington state as officials prepare to remove the terms, along with "husband" and "wife," from marriage and divorce certificates . . . they will be removing those words in favor of more ‘gender-neutral’ terms in response to the same-sex marriage law that takes effect in the state December 6. The words "bride" and "groom" will be replaced with "Spouse A" and "Spouse B" or "Person A" and "Person B."





Please read, I Corinthians 6:9-11.











Vol. 4							December 23 2012	                                                          #52		





God is Concerned About "Little Things," Too





By Paul Earnhart





The order of Jesus’ model prayer makes clear that the glory of God and the accomplishing of His will in the world must always be at the heart of the life and thinking of the Christian. His prayers, like his life, should begin and end there. It is on just such a note that the section of the sermon which contains this instructive prayer concludes (Matthew 6:33). Yet this does not preclude the bringing of our own needs and burdens to God’s throne. This is made evident by the three (some say four) concluding requests of the prayer (Matthew 6:11-13). These all center on basic human necessities.





“Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11). With these words the Lord makes a sudden shift from the exalted to the commonplace. The apparent discontinuity of it caused many of the ancient commentators to spiritualize the "bread," but there is nothing in the context to justify it. On the face of things it just seems that physical considerations should be left till last, after forgiveness and the strength to endure temptation. But that is not where Jesus put them (either here or in Luke 11:2-4). He certainly does not intend that physical necessities become life’s overriding concern (Matthew 6:19-32) but He is also not discounting their importance. The “Word” who became flesh understood from experience the bodily needs of men (Hebrews 2:18; 4:15) and demonstrated how seriously He took them in His compassion for the sick and hungry (Mark 1:40-41; Matthew 15:32; 25:41-43). 





The inclusion of this brief petition demonstrates that there is no matter so small that we may not with confidence bring it to our Father. Paul urges this: “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication... let your requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). Peter says the same: "Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you" (1 Peter 5:7). Once we have determined to do His will at all costs, we may speak freely to Him of all our needs from the least to the greatest.





This simple petition speaks not only of God’s wide-ranging concern but of our own complete dependence on Him. “Bread” as here used likely stands for all of life’s bodily needs—food, shelter, health, family, etc. In any case we cannot by our own unaided strength supply one of them. As Clovis Chappell once observed, we could no more create one loaf of bread than we could create the universe. "The earth is the LORD’S, and all its fullness" (Psalm 24:1). Hence we have no real choice but to trust God even at the most elemental level.





The English translation “daily bread” is somewhat of an educated guess since the Greek word for "daily" occurs nowhere else for certain in Greek literature. It may suggest bread for the day ahead or bread sufficient to sustain us. In either case Jesus teaches us to ask for no more than a day’s supply. This is a tough assignment for people like ourselves who are inclined to fall to pieces without a 											>>> 


					



























































































































































































































































			    


			


			























Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920








Visit our website:


www.chapmanhwy churchofchrist.com








Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 








Regular Scheduled


Services:





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30








WHERE


EVERYONE IS


WELCOME!











>>> lifetime provision in hand and fully insured. If we follow the Lord’s counsel we will quit trusting in bread (John 6:25) and learn to lean wholly on God and His promises. Learning to live trustingly with what we have each day calls to mind God’s manna experiment with Israel while they were in the wilderness. “He humbled you,” wrote Moses, “allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna.. .that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD” (Deuteronomy 8:3). Jesus had used this passage once to great advantage (Matthew 4:4). We can do the same.





However much, then, it might have seemed at first that this prayer for bread was prayer from a very low ground, it turns out to have a powerful spiritual benefit. It teaches us faith. And this is a prayer for the poor and the rich alike; for no matter how little or how much we have or how hard we struggle to obtain and keep it, God alone can secure it. If we will learn to trust Him, God’s children can live serenely in the confidence once expressed by the aged David: “I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread” (Psalm 37:25). And if we learn this kind of trust about bread, it will free us to get about the things that are even more important.


______________________________________


Two Visions of the Church





By Aubrey Belue





1) A people so awestruck by God’s grace, and so humbled by their unworthiness, that they are too paralyzed to hold up their end, and actually do the work God has in mind for them – putting on the “new man”, warning against departures, “trying the spirits”, restoring the faltering, etc. OR, 
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CONSISTENCY





By Greg Gwin





Consistency is a key to success in almost any endeavor. In business, in school, in athletics – in fact, in every conceivable realm -- consistency is fundamental to achieving success. We submit that consistency is also vital to success as a Christian.





There are some who go through periods of high interest and energy. For a time they will attend every assembly. They will speak to neighbors and co-workers about Christianity. They will actively pursue every possible opportunity to do good and serve the Lord.





Then, without apparent cause, these same people will enter into a period of almost total indifference and apathy. They stop attending Bible classes. They frequently miss the worship assemblies. They have no interest in personal work. They stop growing as a Christian and show signs that they are actually becoming much weaker.





Folks who exhibit these “hot & cold” cycles in their service to God will not be successful in the long term. The “lukewarm” results of their inconsistency will not please the Lord (Revelation 3:16).





We need to be “steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord” (l Corinthians 15:58). Christian, are you consistent?


_________________________________________


























The Chapman Highway church of Christ would like to provide a schedule to help you read the New Testament in one year. Each month a schedule calendar will be updated on our website at www.chapmanhwychurchofchrist.com to help structure your reading. 





Gather the family for just a few minutes each day and enjoy reading God's word together. YOU WILL BE GLAD YOU DID!








 The Bible reading for each upcoming week will be provided in our weekly bulletin:








Seven Techniques For                      Breaking Sinful Habits





Are there sinful habits you need to break? Here are scriptural techniques for breaking sinful habits:





#1: Pray. Don't overlook the � HYPERLINK "http://www.wisechurch.com/emailbulletin_jan1_06.htm" �power of prayer�. James tells us that the "effective fervent � HYPERLINK "http://www.wisechurch.com/emailbulletin_jan1_06.htm" �prayer� of a righteous man avails much" (Jas. 5:16). The word "effective" in the Greek is "energeo" from which we get the word "energy." James is telling us to pray actively and with energy. The most potent way for overcoming sinful habits is to ask God for help. 





#2: Overcome Evil with Good. (Rom. 12:21). "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." When you feel the urge to give in to an evil habit, do something good instead. Write a letter of hope to a friend, call and encourage a brother, or visit someone who is sick. In other words, replace your sinful habit with a good work. 





#3: Surround Yourself with Good People. We're told "bad company corrupts good morals" (1 Cor. 15:33). The opposite is also true: good company corrects bad morals. If you have a sinful habit you're trying to break, then seek out the company of good people. Let their "goodness" rub off on you. 





#4: Confess Your Faults. James 5:15 says "confess your sins to one another." Admittedly, confessing your faults and sinful habits will be difficult. You may be embarrassed by the prospect of others "finding out" about your weakness. But when you confess your failings to others, then they can help look out for you. They can counsel and comfort you as you work to overcome your bad habit. 





#5: Make Bad Habits Impossible. You may fall back into your sinful habit simply because sin is so accessible! Overcome sinful habits by eliminating your access to sin. "If your eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee..." (Matt. 5:29). If you've got a bad habit, make it harder to feed the habit! Look for ways to make sinning inconvenient rather than easy. 





#6: Think Good Thoughts. The urge to feed a bad 


habit starts in the mind. Fill your mind with righteous 


thoughts  and  you'll  reduce  the   chance   that  evil 


thoughts  will  blossom  into sin. Let your mind dwell 


on things listed in Phil. 4:8. 





#7: Take One Day at a Time. It  takes only 2 weeks 


to develop a habit, but a month to  break one.  Don't 


despair! Don''t think about how hard it will be to break 


the habit,  take one  day at a time. Don't worry  about 


tomorrow.  Work  to  stop  your  bad  habit  today  for 


"each day has enough trouble" (Mt. 6:34).                       
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2) A people so energized by the great and undeserved privilege of being God’s children who have been saved by grace that they submit joyfully to the life He demands of them, remaining fiercely loyal to His every wish, and devoted to a “partnership” with God, defending and advancing the gospel, His “power...unto salvation”. (Rom 1:16-17)





Which vision is yours? (Others can tell by your priorities, and the life you live.) "For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. "So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. (Acts 20:29-32)
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The lives we live have far reaching consequences!





"...That the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience...in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works...(Titus 2:2,7) 





As I watched "Washington Journal," on my favorite network, C-Span, I heard MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) president and spokesman, Millie Webb, tell a heart-rending story about a grieving father. It seems that it was graduation night and sometime during that night the anxious father received one of those calls no parent should ever have to face. Yes, his daughter had been killed in an auto accident. And, yes, his daughter had been found to be intoxicated. "Who gave her the alcohol?" "I'd like to get my hands on the person who did it!" said the distraught father. When he arrived home from his sad responsibilities at the funeral home, he was so upset that he went to his cabinet for a drink. There he found the note: "Dad, it's such a special night, I knew you wouldn't mind if I borrowed it." (From David Lemmons).





______________________________________





		     Read the         		   New Testament 


	          in one year!
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The Simplicity of the Gospel





           By Bob Hines 





Back  before  the  Civil War 


"Raccoon"  John  Smith,  a 


pioneer American preacher, 


was     speaking     of    the 


plainness of the  Gospel of 


Christ compared to the many and varied systems of men's religion. He was handed a note from the audience which said, "if the gospel is so plain as you say it is, why do you have to labor so hard to get people to understand it?"





Smith replied, "I have often prepared ground in the wilderness for a turnip patch, and though I had the kindliest of soil, and the best seed, and the sowing was easy, I never got top or root till I took my axe and hoe and briar knife and went in and whacked and grubbed and cleared the ground. The Lord knows that I to not esteem it hard to preach the gospel to those who are prepared to receive it, but it is labor indeed to root out prejudice, and cut out systems, and clear away sectarian trash that cumbers the minds and hearts of the people...."


_________________________________________




















Bible reading schedule for this week!





      Sunday            Monday           Tuesday         Wednesday       Thursday          Friday           Saturday





                                                     Matthew            Matthew           Matthew         Matthew          Matthew


      			                     1:1-2:12            2:13-3:6	       3:7-4:11          4:12-25           5:1-26
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