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NEW BEGINNINGS
Time is peculiar to man. We measure every 
thng
 by it. We begin by the clock and end by the clock, whether we're speaking of our jobs or our lives. A years is the period of time as measured by the Gregorian calendar in which the earth completes a single revolution around the sun. It consists of 365 days, 5 hours,
49 minutes, and 12 seconds of mean solar time divided into 12 months, 52 weeks, 365 or 366 days, beginning on January 1 and ending on December 31.
Years are important to us. By them we measure the length of our lives, figure our business interests, pay our taxes, render our schooling, assess our personal progress, buy our transportation, register various things, calculate values, change, rearrange, identify, and on and on.
It is in order for us to use this beginning time of the new year to take a concerned look at ourselves, to assess our strengths, identify our weaknesses, and resolve whatever actions are necessary to build on those strengths and, as much as is possible, minimize our weaknesses.
We have before us a new year, a new slate, a new piece of paper on which to write. We are responsible to God for our use of whatever time we have. Here are some suggestions for the proper use of time this year:
Begin Early: -- I know of no plan, no 
ieda
, no purpose that is not made better by an early beginning. If you start early your accomplish more. For instance, if you start right now to study the Bible you can likely achieve what you want in the coming year, but if you procrastinate and say "I intend to do that," chances are you'll still be planning to do it next year at this time. Notice, I said, begin early. That means that , whatever the plan, you initiate it; you begin. "Behold now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). If we are to "work out our own salvation with fear and trembling" we must begin without delay.
Make Time Serve You: -- If you want to accomplish some good moral thing in the new year, you will have to make time work to your good. To do that you must have a goal in mind for every activity. For instance, if you plan to learn some new area of thought, put a time limit on yourself. If you are interested in converting a soul this year, put it in the form of a practical goal and
do it within a prescribed time. "To him that 
knoweth
 to do good and doeth it not" is written in the context of the proper use of time. You don't know what will be on the morrow, so you should do what good you can while you can.
Practice Time Management: -- Now I don't want to make that too 
techinal
 or too much like som
e business seminar. But it just 
makes good sense to budget 
time. To do so, you have to put 
some restraints on yourself. It's
 easy to waste time. Every per
son has the responsibility of privat
e worship, or dedicating a cer
tain amount of time in prayer, meditation, and reflection (1 Tim. 4:1
5).
Prayer, meditation, and refl
ection all take time; and that 
means you have to set aside that
 period for private devotion to 
God.
           >>>
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The second part of that passage
 says: "give thyself wholly to 
them." That calls for a planned activity, one where you mak
e God the central 
part of 
your thinking -- at least for a 
time. The devil is determined t
o make you use up all your time 
with something less important, 
things of lesser value. Only if 
you manage time will it serve you w
ell. Actually, you can't afford 
to d
o otherwise.
Y
our Time Is Your Own: -- It belo
ngs peculiarly to you and to no 
one else. You can't escape the f
act 
tht
 your time is yours and 
what you do with it will determine your eternal destiny. Your time is 
filled with the stuff like opportunity (a 
window of time suit
able for something); responsibili
ty (an ability connected to an 
opportunity); and accountability (the bottom of the time line).
Nobody can do your time for yo
u. You and you only are respon
sible for how you spend your time. "A wise m
an discerns both 
t
ime and judgment" (Eccl. 8:5).
Remember That Time Has An End: -- "It is
 appointed to man once to die"  
(Heb. 9:27). When 
that happens, and it happens to 
all sooner or later (both words havi
ng to do with time), there will 
be no turning back. It necessar
ily behooves us to use our time 
wisely because once it's used up, there 
wil
 no longer be an 
opportunity . Time and opportu
nity are connected inseparably. 
Intentions won't be enough to excuse our lack of activity when
judgment comes. It will be too l
ate (time word, again) then! We 
best "work while it is day, for the night cometh when no man can work" 
(
Jno
. 9:4).
 Time ends; eternity doesn't .
What You Do With The Comi
ng Year Depends Largely On What 
You Decide Today: -- If you will, you can m
ake the coming year 
the best year of your life. Whoeve
r said that "Today is the first 
day of the rest of your life" was 
well within the mark. And it is 
certainly so that "...it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now
is our salvation nearer than when w
e believed. The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light' (Rom. 13:11). Have a 
good 365 days, 5 hours, 49 minutes and 12 seconds. 
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Let The Bible Be Your Guide
By 
Aude
 McKee
We have nothing to offer but the word of God. We have no Catechism, no Manual, no Confession of Faith; in short, no creed book of any kind but the Bible. If someone were to ask a member of the church, “What do you believe?” he would hand him a copy of the Bible! If the question were more specific, then the Bible would be opened to those passages that deal with that particular problem.
Our plea to each of you is, let the Bible be your guide. There probably has never been a time in modern history when the need for a return to the Bible has been more critical. There is religious division on every hand. Confusion abounds and honest, sincere people don’t know which way to turn. A prophet in the Old Testament cried, “O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that 
walketh
 to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). Man can fly to the moon and walk on the ocean floor, but he lacks the ability to find his way to heaven. How desperately we need to open our Bibles and let the Lord tell us what is right.
It would be incorrect to say that the Bible is a guide. The reason?
 
The Bible is THE guide! There is no other! 2 Tim. 3:16-17 tells us that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” This passage either states the truth or it does not. If it does not, then the Bible is not reliable. If it does state the truth, then the Bible is all any person needs to go to heaven because it will make him perfect and completely furnish him to all good works!
And so we plead, let the Bible be YOUR guide.
. 
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‘That’s Just Your Opinion’
By Greg 
Gwin
Often, when in discussions about religious subjects, someone will respond to an argument by saying: “That’s just your opinion.”  This typically indicates that the respondent does not have a good answer for the case that has just been presented, and they are trying to dismiss the force of the reasoning by simply labeling it as ‘opinion.’
Those who make this dismissive statement need to understand that it is their burden to prove that the matter under consideration is mere opinion.  If there is no factual or real basis for the argument that has been made, then let them show this.  But, if they cannot, then the facts in evidence must be accepted and acted upon.  Unfortunately, this seldom happens.
On the other hand if a thing can be proven to be only human opinion there remain several options:
1. If you detect that someone is trying to bind their opinions on others, or trying to equate their personal opinions with the actual truth of God’s Word, then this must be immediately and forcefully opposed.  When some were trying to force their view on circumcision, Paul said "we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you” (Galatians 2:5).  We should do the same.
2. Everyone who holds an opinion has a reason for doing so.  If, as they explain their position, you become convinced that it is reasonable – even potentially helpful – you might decide to become of that same opinion.  As long as no one elevates this to a matter of necessary doctrine, such opinions can, and sometimes do, serve a useful purpose.
3. Even if you are not persuaded of the other person’s opinion, you can agree to ‘dwell together peaceably’ if both you and he can agree that this properly belongs in the area of personal conviction.  If no one is guilty of ‘despising his brother’ (Rom. 14:3) then both parties can continue to share the positive benefits of fellowship.
______________________________________________________________
             
A Thought To Ponder...
“Be always at war with your vices, at peace 
with your neighbors, and let each new year 
find you a better man.”   - Benjamin Franklin
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How Do Children Learn The Bible?
One of the most marvelous 
passages 
 
of 
 
Scripture 
 
on 
child
rearing 
   
is 
   
given
  
 in 
Deuteronomy 6:3-9. From this great passage we are made to understand that children can learn God’s word in a number of ways.
There is what we might call unconscious teaching.
 Children observe our lives, our moods, our reactions, our dispositions. They absorb and assimilate these into their own lives and personalities. Someone has said that children read our hearts, not our lips.
There is, in the second place, what we might call informal teaching.
 This is done by talking about holy things as we sit, walk, lie down, and rise up. The Jews wrote the Scriptures on signs and plaques and put them on their walls and at other conspicuous places. Some even had them embroidered on their clothing. These were all subtle and informal reminders of their need to be God-conscious.
Then, last of all, 
there were those formal teaching situations
 where prophets or priests or others, instructed by means of the various services, performed in the tabernacle, temple, and later the synagogues. Certain days had a special meaning. All males were to attend the three annual feasts. All of these activities and situations working together impressed upon the observing mind the need to be controlled and regulated by Jehovah.
Today, many of the same kinds of situations are presented to us. Let us learn to talk about the Bible with our children with the same ease with which we discuss sports activities and other such things. Let us keep the Word of God before them all the time. Let us resolve to never miss a preaching service or Bible class. Let us show them practical ways to put eyes, arms, and legs on God’s commandments as we get caught up in helping others. Let us let God truly rule in our hearts and lives. The children 
are smart -- they will catch on.
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The Choice Is Yours!
"The desire of the righteous is only good, but the expectation of the wicked is wrath." (Prov. 11:23) "Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!" (Phil. 4:4)
 
Daily choices: 
We can choose to be in a good mood or we can choose to be in a bad mood. Let us choose the mood of rejoicing in the Lord. 
When bad things happen, we can murmur and complain or we can choose to learn from our bad experiences. Let us endure and grow wiser. 
When others come to us unjustly complaining, we can choose to be unhappy with them or we can be thankful that things aren't any worse than they are. Let us emphasize the positive side of life. 
_________________________________________
Who am I:
1. I am the seventh from Adam.
2. My son is the oldest recorded man 
    in the Bible.
3. I lived on the Earth 365 years?
4. I did not die, God took me.
5. I am mentioned as a prophet.
Who am I?
 _____
________________ 
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Wednesday Night Services
By Whit 
Sasser
· At Wednesday night services, the Bible is taught, the word of God Almighty.
· Wednesday night services increase our faith as we better understand and appreciate the unsearchable riches of God.
· Wednesday night services are a midweek respite from life in a sinful world, a recharge of our spiritual batteries.
· Wednesday night services help prepare us to meet life's challenges.
· Wednesday night services help build stronger character.
· Wednesday night services provide an opportunity to associate with brethren and encourage each other.
· Wednesday night services provide an opportunity to bring others with you to hear the gospel of Christ.
· Wednesday night services enable us to join our hearts in prayer and praising God in song.
· Wednesday night services may be the time when you hear some truth that will change your life forever.
If you don't attend Wednesday night services...
· What do you do with that time?
· How does that activity compare to these blessings?
· Which activity will better help you go to heaven?
· Which is a better use of your time?
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PLEASE DO NOT UNDER ESTIMATE YOUR EXAMPLE
:
Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to 
      
the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in 
     faith, 
in purity.
 - I Timothy 4:12.
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Traditional vs. Non-Traditional
B
y Greg 
Gwin
It seems that many of our brethren are determined to be ‘non-traditional’ in their beliefs and practices.  It has almost reached the point where being ‘traditional’ is now the uncommon thing!
 
The approach and mindset of some is apparently: ‘If this is the way it has always been done, it must be wrong – let’s change it.’
Concerning this ‘non-traditional’ way of thinking, let us offer these
 
observations:
1.    If any ‘tradition’ is being bound in place of, or in favor of,
 
God’s law, then such ‘tradition’ should be immediately exposed,
 
denounced, and discarded.   In rebuking the scribes and Pharisees,
 
Jesus said: "For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men . . . Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition . . . Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition . . ." (Mark 7:8-13).  Let us never be guilty of binding our human traditions as they did.
2.    Remember that some ‘traditions’ are handed down to us by divine
 
inspiration, and these are important and necessary to our salvation.
 
Paul said: "Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle" (2 Thess.
 
2:15).  And he instructed this: "Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh
 disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us" (2 Thess. 3:6).  Therefore it is essential that we honor every God-given ‘tradition’.
3.    Finally, think about this:  Things that are done ‘traditionally’
 
(based upon lawful areas of judgment) have become ‘traditional’ for a reason.  Basically, these specific ways and means have been chosen because they work well.  Good and wise brethren have seen the expediency of these methods over time,
 
 and thus they have grown to be the ‘norm’. Changing these things just to demonstrate that we are ‘non-traditional’ is neither prudent nor necessary.  Think!
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Things Have Consequences
"He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city." (Prov. 16:32) "A wrathful man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to anger allays contention." (Prov. 15:18)
There was a little boy with a bad temper. His father gave him a bag of nails and told him that every time he lost his temper, to hammer a nail in the back fence. The first day, the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. Then, it gradually dwindled down. He discovered it was easier to hold his temper than to drive those nails into the fence. Finally, the day came when the boy didn't lose his temper at all. He told his father about it and the father suggested that the boy now pull out one nail for each day that he was able to hold his temper. The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell his father that all the nails were gone. The father took his son by the hand and led him to the fence. He said, "You have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence will never be the same. When you say and do things in anger, you leave scars just like as in this fence." (Author Unknown) 
______________________________________
Who am I:
1. I am the seventh from Adam.
           
Jude 1:14
2. My son is the oldest recorded man 
    in the Bible. 
Genesis 5:22
3. I lived on the Earth 365 years?
                    
Genesis 5:23
4. I did not die, God took me.
                     
Genesis 5:24
5. I am mentioned as a prophet.
                         
Jude 1:14
Who am I?
 ____
Enoch_
__________
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OX PULLER OR DITCH FILLER
By 
Dudley Ross Spears
Who ever
 said, "a stitch in time saves nine," was a pretty good observer of life. Prevention is often better than redemption. Redemption would not be necessary if sin could be prevented. Each of us would live much better if we avoided a lot of the thing
s that cause us harm and misery.
Take the person who drinks a little wine or beer at times. I have never known any "moderate drinker" who didn't some time or another, get a little too much. What starts as some times, becomes an all time habit. It proves the point that the best way to stay sober is to stay away from intoxicants.
This is the basic thrust of I Thess. 5:22. "
Abstain from all appearance of evil.
" This principle applies to lots of things. Consider the opportunities we have to assemble with the Lord and His people. At least three times a week we can be together in an assembly of the saints. It may not be a big gathering. It might not have much social or entertaining activity, but it is the most valuable association provided for humans on this earth.
Yet some of us miss an assembly here and there, now and then. With some, it gets to be a sort of routine. Missing a Bible class on Sunday, now and then, grows into a regular forsaking of Bible classes on Sunday. Then the same things begins on Sunday evening, then Wednesday night, and that leads to a "Sunday morning" only (now and then) 
attender
.
In the face of this we should remind self that God doesn't feel good about those who abandon His assemblies (Heb. 10:25). I realize that abandon is a strong term, but so is drunkenness. Just like a now and then drinker will, some time or other get drunk, some time or another this and then 
attender
 will quit the church.
That little phrase, "a stitch in time, saves nine," is purely true. When applied to our duty to attend services of the church, the stitch in time is to avoid missing the first one -- and the way to never miss any services of the church is to attend them all.
Situations rise, now and then, when people feel they cannot attend regularly. Haven't we all made reference to the "Ox in the ditch'? 
Some times
 the ox may have been given a gentle shove toward the ditch, but granted, 
some times
 we do have things that prevent us from attending.
One of the best pieces of advice I ever got from a man of great respect was, when you think the ox is in the ditch either sell the ox or fill the ditch. I need to fill some ditches and sell a few oxen before I let things of this life keep me from being where I ought to be when the saints gather to worship God, do his work, and study his word.
Somewhere I read some awfully good advice that caps off this little article right well. It is always better to build a fence at the top of the cliff than to keep an ambulance down in the valley."
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Preaching and Science
By 
R.L. Whiteside
Do not worry about science. It has its legitimate field, and in its field it has done wonderful things. We reap its benefits and are glad. The average preacher knows little about science, and the average scientist knows less about the Bible.
The claim that science and the Bible do not agree should disturb no one. What is called "science" it not static. Each generation brings new light; most of the old theories have been exploded by scientists themselves. Yet, each generation of scientists boldly announces that science has disproved the Bible. But it can as easily be proved that science has disproved itself. With all their dogmatism about the Bible and science, there are few theories that real scientists are willing to take their stand on and say: "Here is the ultimate truth; no future discoveries will contradict this." So long as they cannot afford to affirm that they have arrived at ultimate truth, how can they with honor say that science disproves the Bible? Besides if the Bible fully agreed with the scientific theories of one age, it would not agree with theories of the next age. The Bible is unchangeable and cannot keep up agreement with that which constantly changes .
Some of the foremost scientists recognize the limitations of science and are firm believers in the Bible.
Preach the word! No kn
own truth contradicts the Bible.
______________________________________
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What Are You 
 
Looking For?
"Now when they saw some of His 
disciples eat bread with defiled, that 
is, with unwashed hands, they found 
fault." (Mark 7:2) 
Let us suppose I am looking for a field of corn to buy. I travel around seeking for a field which contains good corn. Finally, I see a field which strikes my fancy. The owner says that he will sell it. I then enter the field to see if the corn suits me. As I pass down the rows, the stalks are tall and strong. Almost every stalk has two massive ears hanging from it. However, I pay them little attention. I am looking for something else. Finally, I find it. Over in a low wet corner I find a scrawny little stalk with one little nubbin on it. I pull up the stalk, nubbin and all. I take it to the owner and say, "This is very poor corn. Just look at that nubbin!" 
Anyone can easily see that I wasn't being fair. I wasn't really looking to see what the field of corn was like. I was just trying to find fault with it. It would seem that I was not really interested in buying the field. I was just looking for the nubbin, and in my search for the nubbin, I overlooked all of the good corn. (From 
Gospel Messenger
) 
There is an old proverb which says, "He who is looking for faults in his brethren
 will surely find them."
 
________________________________________
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The really great people are the ones who do what needs to be done, when it needs to be done, regardless of the consequences.
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TRAINING UP OUR CHILDREN
By Richard Thetford
If we as parents train our children in God's ways, will they stay committed?
In the book of Proverbs it says, "Train up a child in the way he should go,
And when he is old he will not depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6). While it is
true that each individual will ultimately be held accountable before God for
his or her actions in life (2 Corinthians 10:5) and no matter what someone
learns in life, they still choose whether to do right or wrong, God has said
that one will not depart from the right way to go when one is trained. 
I 
know of many young people that have abandoned the church and quit serving
the Lord after they have left home and the oversight of their parents.
Parents will often times say that they do not know what they did wrong. They
made sure they came to Bible class and to church services every week. But is
that really what God meant when He said to "train up a child in the way he
should go?" We can learn from the book of Deuteronomy how intensive godly
training must be. "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one!shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your strength.
 
these words which I command you today shall be in your
heart.
 
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie
down, and when you rise 
up.shall
 bind them as a sign on your hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes.shall
 write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates" (Deuteronomy 6:
4-9). 
These verses clearly show 
us that proper godly training entails that we
 talk about God and His word to 
our children morning, day, and night. H
e must be our first and primary 
priority in all that we say and do. No dai
ly action or decision should be 
made without consulting God's Word and throu
gh prayer. Can it truly be said 
in our family that we are teaching our children constantly and consiste
ntly 
through our own personal example and by stu
dying God's Word with them on a 
daily basis? Does serving God become our pr
imary goal in life? Think about 
it. Based on what Moses told the Israelites
 in Deuteronomy, chapter 6, are 
we really training up our children in the
 ways that Moses instructed the 
Israelites to train their children? Knowing G
od, serving God, and living for 
God was their life. When we and our children 
get to the point where we truly 
know God, serve God, and live for God in all we say and
 do, then it can be 
said that we are training up our children in the ways that they should go
and as a result they will not depart from it. May we all do the very best we
can to ensure that we as parents are truly tra
ining up our children
properly.
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WHY DON'T WE SEE?
By Gary Henry
"You say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' - and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked . . ." (Revelation 3:17).
WHY DON'T WE SEE THE DEPTH OF OUR NEED FOR GOD? How could something so
important be so difficult to recognize? There are at least three reasons for our failure to see.
DISTRACTION. The here and now has a powerful pull on us. That which is immediate seems more urgent than the remote, and the physical seems more important than the spiritual. "The world is a net; the more we stir in it, the more we are entangled" (Anonymous). It's hard to hear the quiet, eternal beckoning of God when the clatter and clamor of the present rattles so loudly in our ears. Yet the distractions of the present can be resisted, and God expects us to do so. There is a sense in which God is always saying to us, "This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?" (Luke 12:20).
DELUSION. When our faith fails to see beyond the here and now, we lose perspective on reality. Our sense of what's important is turned upside down. Famished with hunger, for example, Esau foolishly traded away his birthright for a bowl of soup. Later when he saw what was really important, it was too late to get his birthright back. Like Esau, we are often deluded into thinking that what we WANT right now is all we will ever NEED. Our momentary
temporal desires deceive us greatly as to their eternal value.
)
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LIFE'S COUNTDOWN
By Shane Williams
If we live 65 years we have close to 600,000 hours at our disposal. Assuming we are 18 when we complete high school, we have 47 years, or nearly 412,000 hours to live after graduation.
If we spend 8 hours a day sleeping and 8 hours a day working, that only leaves 8 hours a day for every 
thihg
 else. That amounts to 137,240 hours in each category. When we think of the time we have to work and play in terms of hours, it doesn't seem like much. And when seen in the light of eternity, it's but a fleeting moment. How important, therefore, that we spend our waking hours wisely!
The Psalmist wrote: "Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom" (Psa. 90:12). I'm not suggesting that we need to start literally counting our days or hours that we have left. However we need to be aware of the swift passage of time and the need to live with eternity's values in view.
"Be very careful, then, how you live -- not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil." (Eph. 5:15,16).
The hours. days, and years are here and gone, whether we count them or not. So let's be sure to make them count -- for the Lord. We can't afford to just spend our time, we must invest it. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------
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DENIAL. At times, there may be an even more serious problem. We may not see our need for God because we CHOOSE not to see it. Refusing to admit what we know deep down to be true, we may build our lives on pride and denial, rather than truth. The self-sufficient claim that we're "doing all right" keeps us from seeing our true emptiness. If we lack either honesty or humility, we may suppress our need for God. "God is in none of his thoughts . . . He has said in his heart, 'I shall not be moved; I shall never be in adversity'" (Psalm 10:4,6). "The fool has said in his heart, 'There is no God'" (Psalm 14:1). But ignoring our need doesn't make it go away. To deny that our hearts long for Him is to deny the God
 
who made us.
"The man who has lost contact with God lives on the same dead-end street as the man who denies him" (Milton A. Marcy).
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HOW MANY ROADS TO HEAVEN?
By Erin 
Percell
On  a map  you can  see many  roads into  any major city.  
You can pick whatever route suits you. Many people think 
the same thing about variety among churches - “We’re all 
on different roads to the same place!” they say. Can such
 a thing be so?  
Do you believe we can follow different roads? What does the Bible say about it? The Bible speaks of only two roads. In Matthew 7:13-14, Jesus said, 
“...the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it
.” Yes, there are different roads, but only one goes to Heaven, and it is narrow.
 In John 4, when the woman at the well met Jesus, she immediately pointed out that her people worshipped differently from His (4:19-20). Jesus did not reply that both roads led to the same place - He said that one road was right and the other was wrong (4:22), and that if she wished to please God, her worship must be “in truth” (4:24).
In Acts 15:1-31, the apostles disputed with some who believed in Jesus but taught error about what one must do to be saved. Instead of concluding that there were different roads, they gave notice to the churches that one road was right and the other was wrong.
The idea of “different roads” is used to avoid discussing different religious teachings and practices. After all, does doctrine really matter if your attitude is right? Indeed it does. The Bible says that there are doctrines that God hates (Revelation 2:15), and that some doctrines are of demons (1 Timothy 4:1). Taking heed to doctrine is necessary for salvation (1 Timothy 4:16, 2 John 9), because obedience to God's "
form of doctrine
" is what makes one free from sin (Romans 6:17-18). Even many who believe in Jesus are on the wrong road because they do not obey (Luke 6:46, Matthew 7:21-23).
Multiple roads result when men choose their own ways, but only God’s way is right. The “different roads” philosophy has led churches to abandon the question of what is right, and instead accept a wide diversity of belief. But we should not be ashamed to say that some beliefs are right, and others are wrong, because that is what God says. “
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death
” (Proverbs 14:12). If people are on different roads, they are not all headed for Heaven.                                            
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Why Pray If There Are No Miracles?
By Greg 
Gwin
The Bible plainly claims that God hears and answers the prayers of His faithful children (1 Peter 3:12). But it also dearly teaches that the age of miracles has ended (1 Corinthians 13:8-13). Some see a contradiction here. If there are no miracles, then how can God answer our prayers? They ask: Why should we pray if there are no miracles?
This question reveals a concept that is in error. Basically, it assumes if prayers are to be answered a miracle must occur. This has never been true--even during times when God was working miracles.
James promises us that “
the effectual fervent pray of a righteous man 
availeth
 much
” (5:16). He proceeds to use Elijah as an example of this (vs. 17,18). He was “
a man subject to like passions as we are
.” God empowered him to work many miracles, but James makes reference to a non-miraculous episode in his life when “
he prayed earnestly that it might not rain
.” God answered that prayer and “
it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months
.” Then Elijah “
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain
.” How did all of this happen? Were miracles involved? 1 Kings 18:41-46 supplies the complete information. The rain that came in answer to his prayer started as “
a little cloud out of the sea
,” and developed into the skies being “
black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain
.” Do you see it? God worked by natural means. There was no miracle. Natural forces at work — under God’s direction -- brought the answer to Elijah’s prayer.
God could (and sometimes did) suspend and override natural laws in order to produce a miracle. He chooses not to work in that way today. But He can act through and in accordance with natural laws to answer prayers and bring His will to pass. He does 
NOT
 need to suspend natural law in order to answer prayer.
Therefore, “
be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing
 by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God
” (Phil. 4:6). 
)
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You Must Use It 
        
For It To Works! 
"For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age..." (Titus 2:11-12) 
An infidel who was a soap manufacturer once said to a preacher, "That Bible you preach from is a failure in the world, because look at all the sinful people." Just at that time a little boy with a dirty face crossed the sidewalk in front of them and the preacher said, "The soap that you make is a failure; look at all the dirty people in the world." The manufacturer said, "That is not the fault of the soap; the trouble is that they haven't used it." The preacher replied, "Now you have the point. There are many sinful people in the world, but it is not the fault of the Bible; they haven't used it." 
Ezekiel said, "Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel?" (Ezek. 18:31) James said, "Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive 
withmeekness
 the implanted word, which is able to save your souls." (James 1:21) 
________________________________________
Can you answer these 
TWO
 questions?
1.  What are the TWO great lights which 
     God made?
2.  Who were the TWO that Jesus talked 
     with on the mountain?
)
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Children's Behavior In Worship
B
y Bill Hall
One of the greatest responsibilities parents face is that 
      
of 
 
teaching 
 
their children proper behavior in worship. 
Children's interest in spiritual matters depends so greatly 
on their parent's success.
Teaching children that they are to be quiet is important, but 
good behavior in worship reaches far beyond this. Children 
must be taught reverence and respect for God. They must 
learn to stay awake, to sing, to listen, to participate. Their 
interest should grow as their capacity for learning grows. 
We offer the following suggestions.
Sit near the front. There are fewer distractions up front. If 
adults are distracted in the back (and they are bound to 
be), children may totally forget where they are. You might 
teach them to be quiet back there, but you will hardly be 
able to teach them to listen and participate. Make a rule 
very early in your children's lives that they never, never sit 
behind you.
Don't let your children routinely go to the restroom. The 
time for using the restrooms is before they leave home or 
just before the worship begins. Then they probably will not 
need to go during the worship period. Exceptions should be 
few and far between for normal children. The restroom 
parades 
 
that 
 
occur 
 
in 
  
most 
  
worship
  
 periods 
  
are 
unnecessary and distracting. Never let your children go to 
the water fountain. They can wait.
Don't let them play. Toddlers will need something for their entertainment, but when children reach four, five, or six years old, they are old enough to sit quietly without entertainment. You will be surprised at how soon they will learn the words of songs and what they might glean from a sermon.
If possible, see that they get proper rest the night before. Lack of sleep increases irritability and restlessness.
Set a good example before them. Children whose parents demonstrate little fervor, interest, and reverence in worship will likely demonstrate little of these qualities themselves.
Pray for God's help. The task is not easy, but great joy awaits those who are successful.
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He’s Hard To Like
B
y Greg 
Gwin
Selfish and self-centered -- that's what people say about him. I must admit that my impressions of him are very similar. He really seems to be interested only in himself. Whenever you engage him in a conversation, it always ends up being about him and his interests. I can't remember very many occasions when he ever expressed much interest in me, my family, my work, etc. To tell you the truth, he's pretty hard to like!
Do you know someone like this?  Most of us do. I actually intended to be describing a specific individual, but I realize that the description I've given fits far too many people - and the numbers are growing. We live in a selfish, self-centered society. This presents a real challenge for Christians.
Here's how Jesus said we should be:
-- "If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all"  (Mark 9:44).
--- "But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant"  (Matthew 23:11).
Our goal should be to serve, not be served. We need to look for opportunities to serve one another, using our own unique abilities to help and encourage. The world tempts us to be just the opposite. Even the best ‘counseling’ that worldly advisors can give urges us to "make ourselves happy", and "look out for #1."
Spend some time in careful self-examination. Are you guilty of putting yourself first? Honestly evaluate your case. Are you doing all you can to help others - even when it isn't easy to do so? Do you show a genuine interest in your friends and brethren? Are you more concerned with what you can do for them - or what they can do for you?  Think!
______________________________________
It's up to you 
to fill our 
Empty Pew!
)
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INSIDE OUT
               
&
      
OUTSIDE IN
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new." (2 Cor. 5:17) 
The program committee for a national barber's convention came up with a startling means of demonstrating the effectiveness of their profession. They found an old man, a social derelict on skid row, with long, dirty hair. His face was unshaven, and his clothes were ragged and filthy. His body reeked with odors of cheap liquor and filth. The barbers cleaned him up, gave him a bath, shampoo, shave, haircut, and manicure. They liberally sprinkled talcum powder on him and added spicy cologne. He was dressed in a new suit and was presented before the convention as a changed man. He certainly looked the part. However, within a week the man was back on skid row, back in the gutter, and back in his former pattern of life. The barbers altered his outward appearance, but their services had not changed his inward nature. Anyone who has money can put an old man in a new suit, but only Christ can put a new man in an old suit. 
________________________________________
Can you answer these 
TWO
 questions?
1.  What are the TWO great lights which 
     God made? 
Sun, Moon, Genesis 
     
1:16
.
 
2.  Who were the TWO that Jesus talked 
     with on the mountain? 
Moses, Elijah
     
Matthew 17:4
.
    HOW DID YOU DO?
)
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THE NEXT STEP IS ALWAYS OUR MOST IMPORTANT
By 
Gary Henry
"For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called 
an 
 
apostle,
 
because I 
 
persecuted 
 
the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was n
ot in 
vain" 1 Cor. 15:9,10.
Like Paul, we need to focus primarily on our improvements rather than on our disappointments. What has happened in the past is important, of course, but it is not nearly as important as what happens next. We may have taken many wrong steps, but none of them matter as much as the next step th
at we take.
When we've dug ourselves into a hole, it does not make good sense to continue digging the hole deeper. Yet that is what we often do. Disappointed and discouraged, we let ourselves be held captive by the thought that we can't change the past, and we continue to make the same mistakes (and maybe even worse ones). But it should help us to remember that the next step is our most important. Depending on what we do next, we will either help our situation or make it worse; we will either cut our losses or continue to increase them. And not only that, we'll make it either easier or harder to take the right steps later on. We're building today a momentum that'll either 
help us or hinder us tomorrow.
Despair is a vicious enemy, and we need to take the initiative against it. We can't afford to sit back and simply wish that we hadn't marred our past as we have. If our future is to be anything we can feel good about, we must get up and get busy. There is important work yet to be done, and the courage to take the next step is the key to progress. There comes a time when we have to have enough "true grit" to take the battle to the enemy, to get indignant about what he's already done in our lives and determined that the damage is going to stop. Here and now we'r
e making a clean break!
If we intend to seek God, it's necessary that we not only think but also act in His direction. Serving God faithfully means going ahead and doing the good that's possible in the present moment. The saved will be those who have pressed ahead -- in faith, in hope, and in love. And doesn't victory finally come down to this simple thing; being dogged enough not to let ourselves be defeated by what we've done in the past? Even if, like the apostles, we've slept while we should have been on duty, our Lord would say to us what He said to them:/"Rise, let us be going"/ *Mk. 14:42*. Never let the sense of past failure defeat your 
next. 
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THINK 
ON THESE THINGS! 
Philippians 4:8
Why is thinking so difficult? Bet you weren't expecting that kind of question! It is a viable question, worthy of consideration. (This 
requires thinking too):
THINKING REQUIRES:
1. ENERGY - This translates into effort. Anything worth obtaining is worthy of mental and physical efforts!
2. TIME - Perhaps one of our most valuable and precious commodity we own! As long as we have breath and mental faculties, we can tap into this resource, until we depart this earthly place. Use your TIME wisely, EPH 5:16-17.
3. DESIRE- Oh yes, the infamous desire, the willingness to want to spend the effort and time to achieve a higher plateau of knowledge!
"For as he 
thinketh
 in his heart, so is he: ..." PROV 23:7a
The Hebrew word for "
thinketh
" is *
sha`ar
 *which means: to split open, reason out, calculate, reckon, estimate. Much study is weariness to the 
flesh (*ECCL 12:12*) But studying produces such wonderful fruits of knowledge! Then, as needed, we can put on our "thinking caps" and sort through this well spring of knowledge so that we might be able to reason out, calculate, reckon, estimate the proper deed, word, and attitude!
The knowledge we digest determine the kind of person we are. Knowledge is released through our thinking. Every deed requires someone's 
thinking. Notice what Jesus said about evil men *MATT 7: 23, 21-22. */"All these evil things come from within, and defile the man."/ /"For/ 
/from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts - adulteries - fornications - murders -Thefts - covetousness - wickedness - deceit - lasciviousness - an evil eye - blasphemy - pride - 
foolishness:"
Take notice...the first thing listed is evil *THOUGHTS*! This shows us we must be careful what we allow to enter into our mind, for our thoughts will reveal itself in some way.
)
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HOW TO HAVE A MISERABLE DAY, WEEK, MONTH, YEAR, LIFE
1. Worry A Lot: -- Drag out of your memory book several of your past failures.
2. Focus Your Attention On Getting Rich.
3. Make Sure To Compare Yourself With Others.
4. Lengthen Your List Of Enemies.
5. Set And Cling To Unrealistic Expectations.
6. Be Perpetually Ten Minutes Late To Every Appointment.
HOW TO KEEP FROM HAVING A MISERABLE LIFE:
Be Sure To Recognize That You Are: And Will: 
1. Being Watched By An Unbelieving World: -- 
I Peter 2:12.
2. Encounter Unreasonable People: -- 1 Peter 2:18.
3. Endure Unjust Treatment At The Hands Of Your Enemies: -- I Peter 2:19.
4. Need Unusual Patience And 
Forebearing
: -- I Peter 2:20-23.
5. Have Unfailing Protection: -- I Peter 2:25.
Conclusion: -- The Lord Is Our Shepherd, Our Guardian, He Will Deliver Us From Evil And Lead Us By Still Waters. Our Lives Do Not Have To Be Miserable
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God’s Commands Are Tests
By Frank 
Himmel
The church at Corinth included a brother who was having an ongoing sexual relationship with his father’s wife. For whatever reason, the rest of the brethren did nothing about it. When the Apostle Paul heard of the situation, he ordered bold action: “Remove the wicked man from among yourselves” (1 Corinthians 5:13).
Withdrawing from the ungodly brother was essential, both for his benefit and theirs. Hopefully it would impress upon him the seriousness of his wrong and lead him to repentance (v. 5). Regardless, it would check the spreading influence of sin within the congregation (vv. 6-8).
In 2 Corinthians 2, Paul spoke of a brother whom the church had punished. Evidently this refers to the same case. If so, the disassociation had produced its desired result. The brother was now seeking forgiveness. Paul advised, “. . . forgive and comfort him, lest somehow such a one be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. Wherefore, I urge you to reaffirm your love for him” (2:7-8). Then he added, “For to this end also I wrote that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things” (2 Corinthians 2:9).
How did the instruction to cut off association from this brother test the Corinthians’ obedience? Perhaps in several ways:
·   Since taking such action is anything but enjoyable, it 
       was a test of whether they would obey commands of 
      God that are unpleasant.
·   Some in our day question whether withdrawing is an 
                  effective way of dealing with brethren in sin. If any of               
      the Corinthians felt the same way, it was a test of 
      whether they would obey a divine command in which 
      they saw little wisdom.
·   This brother may have been popular or influential. If so, 
     it was a test of whether they would put God’s will above 
     personal relationships.
You may not often think of it this way, but every command God gives “puts you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things.” Anyone will obey requirements that are pleasant, seem wise, and demand no hard choices. That says nothing about us. The real test of our obedience, and therefore the real test of our faith, comes when God’s commands are otherwise. How well do you score on this exam?                            
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Why Is Love The Greatest Of The 3?
By Jeff Smith
"But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love." 1 Cor. 13:13
We've all heard this passage quoted numerous times. We've even heard this phrase in a popular country music song. Why does the apostle Paul extol love higher than important things like faith and hope?
Faith Is Important -
 To say faith is important is to say the obvious. "And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder
 of those who seek Him" (Heb. 11:6). "...for unless you believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins" (Jn. 8:24). God has always required faith on the part of man to come to Him. At times, when the world doesn't seem to make sense, all one will have will be his faith in God that all will turn out right. However, there will be a time when faith is not needed. When Jesus returns, we'll no longer "walk by faith, but by sight" (2 Cor. 5:7) because we shall "see Him as He is" (cp. 1 Jn. 3:2).
Hope Is Important -
 People have hope in that which is important to them. God expects us to have hope in who He is and what He has promised. None of us have seen heaven, but we hope to get there. Even when hope doesn't seem rational, it is the right thing to do (cp. Rom. 4:18-21). Yet, one day hope will no longer be needed. When we see heaven and the ultimate crowning of our faith, it will no longer be necessary to hope for what will then be a reality (Rom. 8:24-25).
Love Is Important -
 Love is the only thing that will ever last, even into eternity. Just because we'll finally be with God doesn't mean we'll stop loving Him. Why did Jesus say this was the first and greatest of the commandments (Mt. 22:37)? Because it is the only one that will last. In our text of 1 Cor. 13:13, this was exactly the point the Corinthians were missing... they didn't love their brethren. It is by this badge of honor (love) that the world will ever know we are the Lord's people (Jn. 13:35).
That's why..."love never fails."  (1 Cor. 13:8a).
)
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Distractions on the Road
By Greg 
Gwin
Surely  you've  seen them - 
those 
drivers who are so busy 
talking on their  cellular  phones that they sit through a green light or ignore some other important traffic situation. We’ve even seen people talking on their cell phone AND eating a sandwich - all while driving the car!
Driving is a serious activity that demands our devoted attention. Things like cell phones and sandwiches tend to distract us, making driving even more dangerous. Published statistics clearly point out the dangers of distracted driving.  When two or more such distractions are added together - watch out!  An accident is sure to follow.
Now, make a spiritual application: Living life in this world is a very serious activity. It demands our undivided attention.  The problem is that we too often allow ourselves to be distracted by the things of this world. When that happens, a spiritual accident is sure to follow.
And, we're not just talking about the sinful things that can distract us. Certainly, there are plenty of those.  Wickedness abounds in our society and we are confronted with multiple temptations 
everyday
.
Constant vigilance is necessary. But, in addition to these things, there is the danger that we will get so busy with the non-sinful activities of our day-to-day lives that we might forget what our main pursuit is supposed to be. Our jobs, our families, our recreation and a host of other things can crowd God out of our lives.
Add two or three such distractions together and you are simply a spiritual accident looking for a place to happen. Be careful!  Stay focused. "Reach forth unto those things which are before" and "press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:13,14).
)
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Methods of Growth 
By Leslie 
Diestelkamp
The denominational world uses many methods to bring 
about growth of a congregation. Here are some such   
worldly methods:
"Come as you are" method. This means that you won’t 
have to give up sin and sinfulness. You can continue in 
adultery, still drink and swear, and you can keep your own 
moral standards.
"Have fun" method. Youth parties and games comprise a 
great deal of the total work of the congregation.            
Gymnasiums, social halls, kitchens and other such facilities are built. Banquet tables, sports equipment and uniforms, etc., are major church expenditures.
"Believe as you please" method. This requires no conviction. It allows you to take your choice: Was Jesus God’s Son, or just an exceptionally good man? Is baptism immersion, or sprinkling? Is Jesus coming again, or not? Is there really a heaven and hell? Take your choice—believe as you please.
Naturally, by such processes many unlearned people (those who don’t know what the Bible actually teaches) and many unstable ones (those who don’t care what the Bible teaches) are led into such churches.
Rapid growth is seen.
On the other hand, notice some scriptural methods that are designed to make a congregation grow:
"Practice what you preach" method. Preach the truth, the whole and unadulterated truth, and then live it out in the lives of the people who make up the congregation (see Rom. 2:21-24).
"Let your light shine" method. The power of influence from lives of devoted Christians will attract others. Doing good to all men (Gal. 6:10) and keeping oneself unspotted from the world (Jas. 1:27) makes a Christian useful and fruitful in bringing others to Christ.
"Be awake" method. Enthusiasm is contagious. Some people have just enough religion to make them miserable. The real Christian will be zealous and devoted (Rev. 3:19). His life will radiate with love for God and man. His influence will bring others to Christ through the gospel.                           
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HOW DO YOU STUDY YOURSELF INTO ERROR?
By 
Dennis 
Gulledge
  
One of the reasons for studying the Bible is to learn truth and abandon error, but have you noticed the current trend of some brethren “studying” themselves into error? The elders of one congregation announced that they have studied the matter and concluded that there is no New Testament prohibition of instrumental music in the worship, and they decided to adopt 
it’s
 use. Another church says that they have studied it and decided that there is no reason to limit taking the Lord’s Supper to Sunday only. They will observe it on another day as well. Yet another group says that after careful study they have decided that they will use women in a “more active” role i
n their worship services. 
We must wonder what accounts for this current trend, but one doesn’t have to wonder long when he realizes that when people have a mind to do a thing they can easily “study” themselves into it. Their hermeneutics will give them the license to do whatever they like in religion and the fact that they have “studied” it will give it the appearance of honest investigation. The very reverse of this disturbing trend was seen in the early days of the Restoration Movement when it was not unheard of for entire congregations to study themselves out of sectarianism and into New Testament Christianity! Now we have brethren “studying” themselves out of following the New Testament order (“tradition” as they call it) and following a course back into denominationalism. Go figure!
Editors note
: In reading this above article I could not help but to think about Paul's warning to Timothy... "
 
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will 
heap
 up for themselves teachers;
4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables." - (II Timothy 4:3-4).
)
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FAITH & WORKS
"You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only." (James 2:24)
 
There is a old illustration concerning a Christian who worked each day transporting tourists across a lake in a row boat. Occasionally, he would present the gospel in a unusual way. He had painted the word "Faith" on one of the oars and "Works" on the other. When they were out some distance from the shore, he would stop, and begin rowing with only the one oar marked "Faith," which caused the boat to go in circles to the left. Reversing the process, he would pull only the oar marked "Works," which caused the boat to circle in the opposite direction. By this time, the bewildered passengers were waiting for an explanation. This afforded him an opportunity to teach them the truth concerning discipleship and the Christian life. He always concluded by saying, "You see, neither faith nor works can stand alone. They are twins that cannot be separated!" 
We would add to the above that "faith" itself is a work (John 6:29). Faith is a good work ordained by God, but faith by itself will not justify (John 12:42-43). There are many things which must be added to our faith so that we will not be barren or unfruitful (2 Pet. 1:5-11). 
)
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Making Memories Building Relationships
By John R. Gibson
Remington Model 870 
Wingmaster
. Do those words mean anything to you? A few probably recognize that as one of the most popular pump-action shotguns ever made, but even you wonder why I would lead off with those words. It's about making memories and building relationships.
A couple of weeks ago I got out my dad's old 
    
shotgun, the Remington Model 870 
Wingmaster
, to 
do a little cleaning on it. As I was cleaning the gun 
my mind was flooded with memories. In adulthood I 
have done very little hunting, but many a childhood 
morning was spent walking with Daddy and the bird 
dogs in search of the elusive bobwhite. We hunted 
fence rows, pastures, and pine woods and in the 
process walked and walked and walked. To this day 
I can see in my mind's eye the image of his English 
pointer Sport locked in a rigid point and can still feel 
the sense of nervous anticipation as the covey was 
about to flush and make more noise than seemed 
possible for such small birds. The covey would
 
 
explode out of the grass; I would flinch, and then be 
awestruck by Daddy's ability to work the pump so 
fast it seemed like an automatic. Of course all the 
memories weren't good. Little legs could sure get 
tired on the long walks and quail seemed to like 
making you walk through the thickest briars, but the 
bad parts of a hunt were never enough to keep me 
from going the next time I was asked.
No, Daddy didn't influence me to become much of a hunter, but as a Christian father he did influence me. Parents, time spent with children is one of the greatest investments you will ever make. Quite obviously, time spent in the teaching of God's word is essential, but think about the implications of Deuteronomy 6:6, 7: "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up." The father that talks with his children of God and His word when in the house, walking by the way, at night, and in the morning is the father who is spending a lot of time with his children. The more we are with 
            >>>
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>>> 
our children, the more opportunities we have to teach and, perhaps as importantly, the more we build relationships that make them receptive to our efforts to teach and counsel our children in the training and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).
We are exhorted to make good use of our time (Eph. 5:16) and as parents there are few ways to better spend our time than with our children. While both mother and father need some private time as a couple, and each of them needs some time alone, let's be reminded that we only have our children around for a few years and while we have them we need to spend as much time as we can with them. Every child is different and boys and girls will have different interests, but don't miss the opportunities to build stronger relationships with your children by going places and doing things with them. If they play ball, go to their ball games, and maybe even agree to coach. If it is music, go the recitals. Take your children to the museums, parks, lakes, woods, malls, etc. Do things that interest them and expose them to the things that interest you and lasting, influential relationships will be built.
The old Remington Model 870 
Wingmaster
 in my closet has a street value of about $200, but how much do you think it is worth to me?
_____________________________________
Know The Truth!
"...That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting..." (Eph. 4:14) "But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived." (2 Tim. 3:13) 
) (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
Cell phone -VS- Bible
Wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phones?
What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets? 
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? 
What if we flipped through it several times a day? 
What if we used it to receive messages from the text? 
What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it? 
        
What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 
        
What if we used it as we traveled? 
        
What if we used it in case of an emergency? 
This is something to make you go ..hmm...where is my Bible? 
Oh, and one more thing unlike our cell phone, we don't ever have to worry about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill! 
_________________________________________________
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High waves on the sea were giving a ship great difficulty as it was being slowly guided into a rocky harbor. The Captain of the ship standing on the bow with binoculars was carefully watching every rock that intruded out of the water. One of the passengers being sorely frightened came to the Captain and said, "Sir, do you know where all the rocks are?" The Captain answered, "No, I don't know where all the rocks are." The passenger replied, "If you don't know where all the rocks are, what's to keep us from shipwreck?" The Captain answered, "I know where the safe channel is." 
Likewise, regarding the religions of our time, we don't need to know where all the rocks are. There are hundreds, even thousands, of false doctrines being taught and practiced today, and we don't need to familiarize ourselves with them, nor waste our time studying them. After using up a lifetime in acquainting ourselves with them, evil men would only have that many more for us to learn. However, we do need to know where the safe channel is. We need to be thoroughly acquainted with the safe channel (the holy Scriptures) so that we can follow in the Way that leads to life.
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Seven Ways To Break A Bad Habit!
Are there sinful habits you need to break? Here are scriptural techniques for breaking sinful habits:
#1: Pray. 
Don't overlook the power of prayer. James tells us that the "
effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much
" (Jas. 5:16). The word "
effective
" in the Greek is "
energeo
" from which we get the word "energy." James is telling us to pray actively and with energy. The most potent way for overcoming sinful habits is to ask God for help. 
#2: Overcome Evil with Good.
 (Rom. 12:21). "
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
" When you feel the urge to give in to an evil habit, do something good instead. Write a letter of hope to a friend, call and encourage a brother, or visit someone who is sick. In other words, replace your sinful habit with a good work. 
#3: Surround Yourself with Good People.
 We're told "
bad company corrupts good morals
" (1 Cor. 15:33). The opposite is also true: good company corrects bad morals. If you have a sinful habit you're trying to break, then seek out the company of good people. Let their "goodness" rub off on you. 
#4: Confess Your Faults.
 James 5:15 says "
confess your sins to one another.
" Admittedly, confessing your faults and sinful habits will be difficult. You may be embarrassed by the prospect of others "finding out" about your weakness. But when you confess your failings to others, then they can help look out for you. They can counsel and comfort you as you work to overcome your bad habit. 
#5: Make Bad Habits Impossible.
 You may fall back into your sinful habit simply because sin is so accessible! Overcome sinful habits by eliminating your access to sin. "
If your eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee...
" (Matt. 5:29). If you've got a bad habit, make it harder to feed the habit! Look for ways to make sinning inconvenient rather than easy. 
#6: Think Good Thoughts.
 The urge to feed a bad habit starts in the mind. Fill your mind with righteous thoughts and you'll reduce the chance that evil thoughts will blossom into sin. Let your mind dwell on things listed in Phil. 4:8. 
#7: Take One Day at a Time.
 It takes only 2 weeks to develop a habit, but a month to break one. Don't despair! 
Don''t
 think about how hard it will be to break the habit, take one day at a time. Don't worry about tomorrow. Work to stop your bad habit today for "
each day has enough trouble
" (Mt. 6:34). 
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Should God Have Drowned Noah?
By Irvin 
Himmel
No matter how faithful the preacher or how hard he works, if certain numerical
 
results are not visible, some in the church will insist that he be replaced. The
 
contributions and the attendance figures are used as gauges. The preacher's work
 
is evaluated by statistics.
Poor old Noah worked long and hard in building the ark. He was a
 
"
preacher of righteousness
" (2 Pet. 2:5). Although he may have preached
 
and worked on the ark for many years, when the showdown came, only his immediate
 
family went into the ark with him. All that work and only eight souls (counting
 
the preacher) were saved! Some of the folks who assess preaching by numerical
 
results probably wonder why God did not drown old Noah in the flood! They would
 
argue that his work was ineffective and without impact. But God demands
 
faithfulness, not what we add up as "visible results." We need more preachers
 
like Noah.
The concept that in the absence of certain numerical developments a
 
preacher is not doing his job may lead to tactics and schemes that are wrong. A
 
preacher may feel pressured and obligated to attain "results." Therefore the
 
message is watered down. Emphasis is placed on whatever may attract more people.
 
Higher statistical ratings take priority. Dedication to "preaching the Word
 
"takes a back seat.
God blessed Noah despite the small numerical showing from his work.
 
There are some things far more important than counting noses and adding monetary
 
amounts. God promised through Isaiah that His word would not return to Him void(Isa. 55:11). Spiritual increase is more valuable than mere numerical increase.
 
Let us show faith in God by loyally proclaiming the gospel without trying to
 
force a particular kind of increase. Paul said, "
I have planted, 
Apollos
 
watered; but God gave the increase
" (1 Cor. 3:6). Our task is to be
 
faithful in planting and watering. God handles the increase.
)
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True Beauty!
"Charm is deceitful and beauty 
is vain, but a woman who fears 
the Lord, she shall be praised. 
Give her the product of her 
hands, and let her works praise 
her in the gates." (Prov. 31:30-
31) 
The following was written by a 
12-year-old girl, and well    
illustrates that judging by    
appearance is instilled in the 
hearts of people from a very 
early age. 
"To be enormously gorgeous, Sarah says you need to have beautiful, long, curly hair like she has. I don't. To be enormously gorgeous, Justin says you must have perfectly straight white teeth like he has. I don't. To be enormously gorgeous, Jessica says you can't have any of those little brown dots on your face called freckles. I do. To be enormously gorgeous, Mark says you have to be the smartest kid in the seventh-grade class. I'm not. To be enormously gorgeous, Stephen says you have to be able to tell the funniest jokes in the school. I'm not. To be enormously gorgeous, Lauren says you need to live in the nicest neighborhood in town and in the prettiest house. I don't. To be enormously gorgeous, Matthew says you can only wear the coolest clothes and the most popular shoes. I don't. To be enormously gorgeous, Samantha says you need to come from a perfect family. I don't. But every night at bedtime my dad gives me a big hug and says, 'You are enormously gorgeous, and I love you.' My dad must know something my friends don't."
)
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THE PROBLEM 
     
OF PROFANITY
                             By Gary Henry
". . . lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one
morsel of food sold his birthright" (Hebrews 12:16).
To be profane is to choose the immediate satisfaction of the temporal over
the more distant value of the spiritual. Profanity is worshiping the wrong
thing, honoring the secular in such a way as to dishonor the sacred.
Irreverent LANGUAGE constitutes "profanity," of course, but that is only one
symptom of the problem. In the larger sense, the profane person is one like
Esau who trades away great intangible privileges for the instant
satisfaction of what is "right here" and "right now."
The faith of a person like Moses offers a helpful contrast to the profanity
of an Esau. The writer of Hebrews says, "By faith Moses, when he became of
age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to
suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures
of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt; for he looked to the reward" (Hebrews 11:24-26). Faith, which
ACCEPTS and ACTS UPON future realities that are beyond the grasp of the
senses, enabled Moses to keep focused on who he was and what was most
important to him, even while his immediate surroundings were playing
powerfully on his desires. It is a mark not only of his godliness but also
of his honor that he refused to barter his spiritual birthright for any
"passing" thing. Moses had the kind of integrity that knows how to
subordinate impulse to principle.
It's undeniable that the present has a powerful pull on us. In the heat of
the moment, the appeal of "immediate gratification" is both strong and
urgent. Although the promises it makes are usually empty, those promises are
often so cunningly crafted that they feel, for all practical purposes, like
an irresistible force. Whatever is "right here" can seem much more REAL than
anything "over there." But let us be candid: if the lesser things seem more
real to us than the greater, that's a reality that we ourselves have helped
to create by the things we've chosen to think about.
"It is quite natural and inevitable that, if we spend sixteen hours daily of
our waking lives in thinking about the affairs of the world and five minutes
in thinking about God and our souls, this world will seem two hundred times
more real to us than God" (William Ralph 
Inge
).                         
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J
EHOVAH OUR GOD, JEHOVAH IS ONE!
By Bryan Matthew 
Dockens
Oneness doctrine posits that God is a single entity who, in His omnipresence, manifests Himself in multiple forms, as contrasted against
the notion that God exists as a plurality of individuals, each of whom is deity. Oneness doctrine rests heavily on the proclamation of Moses: “Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our God, Jehovah is one!” (Deuteronomy 6:4).
God is undeniably “one”, but “one” does not mean alone. “One” indicates union. Such is the case in marriage, wherein “a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh” (Matthew 19:5). In marriage, there remain two individuals, with decidedly distinct roles (Ephesians 5:22-33; 1st Peter 3:1-7), yet who are joined to one another by God. Likewise, the Divine Nature consists of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19), each unique from the other, yet united in purpose.
When Jehovah our God is said to be “one” it is a declaration against polytheism. Ancient cultures were, invariably, believers in many gods.
Consider Egyptian mythology, for it was “against all the gods of Egypt” that God executed judgment (Exodus 12:12). Greece was “given over to idols” as Paul observed (Acts 17:16). Norse mythology, Celtic lore, and so many other belief systems employed a pantheon of deities, and these gods of theirs were in constant rivalry, battling one another for supremacy. It is not so with Jehovah. The Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, though individually distinguishable from one another, are, nevertheless, perfectly joined, an impenetrable union.
______________________________________
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LOOKING FORWARD TO BIBLE STUDY
By Frank 
Himmel
"My eyes anticipate the night watches, that I may meditate on Your word." (Psalm 119:148)
Kids like to go to Bible class. They come into the building and head straight for their classrooms. When they come out they can't wait to show
Mom and Dad what they did. I've seen considerable disappointment on some little faces, and at times even tears, when on Sunday evenings they march
off to class, only to be told this is not class time.
How about adults? Do we have the same enthusiasm for Bible study? Some do. They always read the text and answer questions ahead of time. Their questions and comments indicate they have been thinking about the text, either forming an opinion or perhaps wondering what something means. Others show less interest. They rarely bring their lesson books, and when they do
the book is likely blank. Some are just as likely to be absent as present. They view the worship hour as mandatory but the Bible study hour as
optional. When such little value is placed on public study, it would be surprising indeed if much private study takes place.
The psalmist eagerly awaited nightfall, when "the daily grind" ended and he was free to reflect on God's word. What do you do with your spare time?
      ______________________________________
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Can You Answer These Questions?
  1.  Who hid the prophets of God from Jezebel?  
  2.  Who put the body of Jesus in his own new tomb?
  3.  How did Paul described the Cretans?
)
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Parents: Consistency Is A Key!
 
By Greg 
Gwin
All godly parents are concerned about bringing up their children to be good, God-fearing people. In fact, we are commanded to do so (Ephesians 6:4).
 
There are lots of negative influences in the world that make this an increasingly difficult job. We worry about the impact of the schools, peer pressure, wickedness in the media, etc. In the face of all these forces that seek to ruin our kids, how can we succeed in teaching and training them to do what is right?
 
While there are many Scriptural principles that might be 
mentioned
  
 here,
  
we 
  
want 
 
to
 
 
 
emphasize
  
 just 
  
one
--consistency. A key in bringing up faithful children is to 
be consistent.
 
 
An 
 
obvious 
 
area 
 
where this consistency needs to be 
seen is in attendance 
 
at
 
 the 
 
assemblies. If 
 
you allow 
your kids 
 
to 
 
miss the
 
 worship 
 
services in order
 
 to be 
at a 
 
ball 
 
game, you 
 
are
 
 teaching
 
 them 
 
that
 
 the
 
 ball 
game
 
 is more 
 
important 
 
than the Lord. If you let them 
skip the assemblies 
 
for 
 
school 
 
functions,
 
 band
 
 trips, 
dramas 
 
or
 
 plays, 
 
or to go camping, fishing or hunting, 
in 
 
all 
 
of these
 
 ways you 
 
are demonstrating that there 
are things that are more important than God. 
 
If 
 
you 
 
fail
 
 to
 
 worship 
 
when 
 
you 
 
are
 
 traveling
 
 or on 
vacation, you are
 
 showing 
 
them that 
 
serving
 
 God
 
 is 
something you do only when it is convenient. If you let
them 
 
take
  
 part-time 
  
jobs 
  
that 
  
interfere 
  
with 
 
their 
attendance,
 
 you
 
 are 
 
giving 
 
them 
 
a
 
 
 
clear 
  
sign 
 
that 
work 
 
and 
 
career
 
 considerations 
 
are 
 
higher in priority 
than spiritual things.
 
Many parents who are violating the principles stated above will scoff at these warnings. Yet the personal experiences of many people, as well as the plain teachings of God's Word indicate that this is the truth.
 
Joshua had it right when he said, "as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15). There would be no compromise in his family. He would LEAD them in a consistent, faithful path. Let's imitate his example of consistency!                         
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God's word is sharp!
"For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." (Heb. 4:12) 
During the days that 
Knute
 Rockne was coaching Notre Dame, a sports columnist in a South Bend newspaper earned the reputation of being the meanest, most cutting writer in the country. The anonymous writer, who knew Notre Dame well, wrote about the team's weaknesses. He pointed out the mistakes of individual players. He told about those who were lazy, about those who broke training and didn't discipline themselves. Of course, this column made the players roaring mad, and they complained to Rockne. He listened with sympathy but said he could not stop the writer. He advised that the only way the players could do so was to go out and play the game so well that they would prove him wrong. 
Later, it became known that the writer of the column was 
Knute
 Rockne himself. As coach of the team, he was best acquainted with their weaknesses. The critical column was his ingenuous device to develop a better team, and it did. (From 
Bible Illustrator
). 
God in His holy word often speaks so sharply that it cuts to the heart. God tells what we need because He loves us and wants us to gain eternal life. He knows that we cannot go to heaven unless we discipline ourselves to obey His rules. 
______________________________________
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Overcoming Evil With Good!
"Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 'Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,' says the Lord. Therefore 'If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.' Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." (Rom. 12:19-21) 
In the days of the American Revolutionary War there lived at Ephrata, Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by the name of Peter Miller who enjoyed the friendship of General Washington. There also dwelt in that town one Michael 
Wittman
, an evil-minded man who did all in his power to abuse and oppose this pastor. One day Michael 
Wittman
 was involved in treason and was arrested and sentenced to death. The old preacher started out on foot and walked the whole seventy miles to Philadelphia to plead for this man's life. He was admitted into Washington's presence and at once begged for the life of the traitor. Washington said, "No, Peter, I cannot grant you the life of your friend." The preacher exclaimed, "My friend? He is the bitterest enemy I have." Washington cried, "What? You've walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in a different light. I will grant the pardon." And he did. And Peter Miller took Michael 
Wittman
 from the very shadow of death back to his own home in Ephrata -- no longer as an enemy, but as a friend. (From 
The Grace of Giving
, by Stephen 
Olford
) 
      ______________________________________
)
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Can You Answer These Questions?
  1.  Who hid the prophets of God from Jezebel?  
Obadiah I Kings 18:7-12
  2.  Who put the body of Jesus in his own new tomb? 
Joseph Matthew 27:59-60
  3.  How did Paul described the Cretans
? "Cretans are always liars, evil 
beasts,
 
       
la
zy gluttons." Titus 1:12
)
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David and The Showbread
By Greg 
Gwin
There are often questions raised about the incident where Jesus' disciples were chastised by the Pharisees for gathering corn on the Sabbath. The account goes like this:
"At that time Jesus went on the 
sabbath
 day through the corn; and his disciples were an 
hungred
, and began to pick the ears of corn, and to eat. But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the 
sabbath
 day. But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an 
hungred
, and they that were with him; How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the showbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the priests? ... if ye had known what this 
meaneth
, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless."(Matthew 12: 1-7)
There are many,  including  some well known Bible 
commentators, who attempt to use this passage to 
teach "situation ethics." It is  their  view  that  under 
extreme circumstances it is allowable  to set  aside 
the  specific  commands  of  God.  However,  it is a 
misapplication to use this text in such a way. Note:
1) The action of the disciples was lawful. It was not 
stealing (Deut.23:25) and it was not a type of  work 
that    was    forbidden    on    the     Sabbath    day 
(Ex. 20:8-11).  In  fact, it  should  be  observed that 
Jesus specifically said they were  "guiltless" (vs. 7).
2) David's  actions  in the matter of  the showbread 
were sinful. Jesus said  that  he  did that which was 
"not lawful" (vs. 4). A  careful  reading of  1 Samuel 
21 & 22  shows that  David also lied in that episode
and later repented of his sinful conduct.
With these truths clearly understood, then the question 
remains: Why did Jesus even mention David and the 
showbread? The reason is this: The Jews loved and honored the memory of David. They would never criticize his actions. Jesus was pointing out their inconsistency.
They justified David in an obvious and blatant sin, and they condemned His disciples for doing something that was not a sin at all.
Clearly, this text 
can not
 be used to defend "situation ethics."
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PROFITING FROM FEAR
By Joe R. Price
Fear swept over the face of the     earth this week as the prospect of nuclear meltdown looms in Japan. From Japan to America to Europe and beyond, the fear of a nuclear  reactor meltdown of catastrophic  proportions caused Americans to buy potassium iodide pills (anticipating radiation fallout) and Germans to shut down their pre-1980 nuclear reactors. And so it goes.
Fear turns to profit for some as they see the disasters in Japan as an opportunity to make money or advance a cause or agenda. "Never let a disaster go to waste" has been echoed by some.
End of the world enthusiasts are confident the end is near. Rapture preachers and judgment day calculators are working hard to convince folks with their false predictions (See "Armageddon Entrepreneurs: Who's Profiting From Fear?", Jeffrey Weiss, ).
Will the end of the world     
occur? Yes. Do we know    
when? No (Matt 24:42).       
Should that make us           
complacent toward spiritual 
responsibilities? No, it         
should prompt just the        
opposite. We must "watch   
and be ready" by living       
faithfully, because we do    
not know when the Lord will return (Matt 24:42-51; 1 
Ths
 5:1-11; 2 Pet 3:10-13).
There will not be a "rapture" as depicted in 
Premillennial
 doctrine and speculation. When Jesus comes it will be to judge all humanity at the same time, "catching up" the saints to ever be with Him in glory (
Jno
 5:28-29; 1
Ths
 4:13-18; 1 
Cor
 15:24; Col 3:4). These false prophets who deal on the fear of men hinder the truth. When their errors are shown by the passing of time, skeptics are emboldened in their rejection of God. The truth of Christ's unexpected return urges people of faith to prepare, even as the faithless are driven by unfounded fear. Which will you be? (Rom 13:11-14)
)
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The Tongue Can Be A Great Weapon
"Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest a little fire kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell." (James 3:5-6) 
In the movie, 
The Indian in the Cupboard
, a young boy has a magic cupboard which transforms his plastic cowboys and Indians into real people who are three inches tall - actual people from a different era. His Indian friend, Little Bear, is an Iroquois warrior from the time of the French and Indian Wars. He's the good guy fighting on the side of the British. The little boy wants to help Little Bear fight his enemies, so he takes some modern-day army men, puts them in the cupboard, and brings them to life. He borrows their machine guns and grenade launchers, and gives them to the Indians to use. Then he sends Little Bear back to his time. Little Bear and company soon surround their enemy with a circle about fifty yards across, then open fire. The only trouble is they're used to bows and arrows that shoot short distances, not twentieth-century weapons. And some of them are killed by fri
endly fire. (From Jim 
Nicodem
) 
The tongue is similar to the above-mentioned weapons. We often underestimate its destructive capabilities. 
________________________________________
Who Am I?
1. I was with Paul in prison.
2. I was sent to Berea by Paul.
3. I am described as one of the "leading men among the 
brethren.
"
Who Am I? _______________________________
)
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BOLL WEEVILS AND PEANUT BUTTER
In the state of Alabama, in one of its’ southern cities, there is a city called Enterprise. In the city of Enterprise, there is a monument erected to honor an insect. This insect is no ordinary insect. It has a veracious appetite and in the space of one year it changed the course of agriculture in that part of the world.
The insect of which I speak is called a boll weevil. These little buggers attack and destroy cotton. In my childhood, the North Alabama cotton farmers would watch their fields with a wary eye. They were diligently watching for any sign of the destructive bug. If they let down their guard for a moment the troublesome boll weevil would 
infest
 their fields and ruin them financially. You see, at that time, cotton was king in the south. Farmers depended on cotton to survive. It was their money crop.
Well, there came a year when the boll weevils infested the cotton crops in south Alabama. It was so bad it destroyed the cotton crop in and around Enterprise. The growing season was too far gone to replant. What were the farmers going to do? The farmers depended upon the cotton crop to pay bills and survive until the next growing season. The failure of one cotton crop could cause them to lose their farms.
Call it luck or ingenuity, what happened next changed everything. Someone decided to plant their cotton fields in peanuts. Soon, others followed. Within three years, where once there stood disaster, now stood prosperity.
If the boll weevil had not come along, they would never have discovered the peanut and prosperity. So they built a monument to this destructive little creature.
Many of our greatest blessings are disguised as tragedies. When Christ died on the cross, the disciples were heartbroken. They thought that all was lost and that the Redeemer had failed. We see this to be the case by considering Peter’s words; 
“Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.”
 
John 21:3
. The tragedy of Jesus’ death set the stage for the joy of His resurrection.
When the ‘boll weevils’ of life move in and threaten to destroy us, let us remember that 
“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”
 
1 Corinthians 10:13
.
                                                                   >>>
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>>> 
Satan knows how to get at the Christian. For that reason, Christians are going to face challenges in their lives. These challenges often cause the Christian to only see the moments of darkness that engulf us. The truly wise Christian who has eyes that can see and ears that can hear will seek a way to overcome. Remember, God promises to make a way to overcome any temptation. When that way is found, they shall be like the house built upon the rock and will stand the fiercest of life’s storms (
Matthew 7:24-25
).
The next time the world shows its disdain for you, remember the ‘boll weevil,’ make a peanut butter sandwich and reestablish Jesus as Lord of Lords in your heart.
______________________________________
What 
Is 
Our 
Job
?
"I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." (1 Tim. 3:15)
 
An article in the Harvard Business Review talked about how some people didn't understand what business they were in. For example, the railroad people didn't realize they were in the transportation business; they thought they were in the railroad business. Had they realized they were in the transportation business, they would have invested in the airplane. The telegraph people thought they were in the telegraph business instead of the communication business. In 1886 or so, they could have bought all the telephone patents for $40,000. So obviously those people didn't know what business they were in. 
(From 
The Harvard Business Review
 in a article entitled
 "
Market Myopia
") 
Churches today need to ask themselves: "What kind of business are we in? Is it the entertainment, recreation, or the soul-saving business?" 
)
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When We Think Things Are Bad
Stop And Count Your Blessings!
"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." (1 Thess. 5:16-18)
 
The late Dr. Paul Rees tells the true story of a man whose job was to transport people who had been 
committed to a mental hospital. After 
delivering a patient one day, he was 
walking back to his car when he heard 
a voice call out, "Hey you!" It came 
from one of the upper floors. Looking 
up, the man called back, "Are you 
speaking to me?" "Yes, I am," came 
the reply, "I want to ask you a
      
 
question. Have you ever thanked God 
that you have a healthy mind?" To 
say the least, the driver was stunned. 
He said, "I suddenly realized that I 
had been bringing people to this facility for some fifteen years; yet, I had never once thanked God for a good mind!" 
Truly, let us learn to give thanks for the things we so often take for granted.
 
________________________________________
Who Am I?
1. I was with Paul in prison. Acts 16:25
2. I was sent to Berea by Paul. Acts 17:10 
    (
Sorry, 
the question should have been, 
"I was sent to Berea with Paul")
3. I am described as one of the "leading men among the 
brethren.
" Acts 15:22
Who Am I? ______
Silas
____________________
)
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A NON-TRADITIONAL SPIRIT
By 
L. A. Stauffer
Changing traditions does nothing of itself to increase spirituality. Every church follows a number of traditions. That has ever been so. They follow a pattern in their worship and employ a number of expedients to accomplish the work God has authorized. These practices can be altered without violating the will of God and hindering the fulfillment of goals set forth by Scripture. 
Brethren occasionally change these traditions to the consternation of some brethren, especially older ones who have seen things done a certain way for years. Undoubtedly, it is important, if strife arises over these changes, to note that expedients are not bound by God's Word and that we need to be careful lest we view them as laws from God. 
On the other hand, there often exists among younger Christians especially preachers, a non-traditionalist spirit that questions expediencies and seeks to overturn set observances for nothing more, it appears, than change itself. The danger of this spirit is that it can easily move brethren beyond what is lawful into the acceptance of practices that have no authority from God. It also encourages experimenting that is disruptive of the spirit of heart-filled worship or service. 
I have noticed for a number of years a new generation of preachers who, in my opinion, have this spirit. There are a number of things that I don't like about it. First, I sense in these men an "arrogance" that they have arrived spiritually and the old heads are stuck in a rut of heartless, ritualistic, tradition-bound worship. I've seen them laugh, mock, and ridicule old-timers who aren't informed enough, they imply, to see the groove they've gotten into. 
The problem here is that exchanging an old tradition for a new one is not the equivalent of greater sincerity or spirituality. Spirituality is a condition of the spirit that has ingested, digested, and filled itself with the power and energy of God's Word. Excitement and liveliness in 
worship is not spirituality 
per
se
. It may be nothing more than emotional involvement. Turning the lights down low, clapping, or holding hands while praying has little to do with greater spirituality. 
Second, I believe the non-traditional spirit has real potential of leading the next generation into apostasy. One brother, for example, according to reports, takes the position that the church can use institutional preachers for meetings as long as what they preach is the truth. Here is a case where the essential nature of the New Testament church is being ignored to 
accomodate
 brethren who have "slight" differences with us. Is it merely a "tradition" not to use these brethren? Or, do we believe that they teach error and have created division and faction in the body of Christ (Rom. 16:17)? Where will this kind of thinking lead our sons and daughters, or even the preacher himself? 
                                              >>>
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What's wrong, according to this reasoning, with using a preacher who believes in instrumental music in worship if he preaches the truth during the meeting? Or, one who wears the title "Reverend" and has moved the church into the entertainment business? This is exactly where Carl 
Ketcherside
 started in 1957. He had fellowship with brethren from all segments of the restoration movement as long as he wasn't bound to share in their unscriptural practices. 
This lasted with 
Ketcherside
 for a decade or so, then he began to sing with worshipers who used the instrument, worship uninhibited with brethren who taught the coming of a materialistic millennial kingdom, and join himself in fellowship to groups who didn't baptize for the remission of sins. By the time he died in 1989, 
Ketcherside
 had decided that man can be saved by grace through faith in the absence of baptism at all. The church where he once preached is now reported to be "filled with the Holy Spirit," including some of the spiritual gifts, and uses mechanical instruments of music regularly in worship. 
Personally, the order of services, the number of songs before or after a prayer, the place of the Lord's Supper in the worship, the amount of grape juice or bread one drinks or eats, how long a service one conducts at the table of the Lord, the length of the sermon, the use of new songs to replace or to be used along with the older songs, employing a sermon-in-song mode of edification, change in all these things from week to week, and such like do not overly disturb me. But what does disturb me is the 
naivete
 of some brother who thinks that any one or all of these things gives deeper meaning to worship, stirs greater devotion to God, increases maturity and spirituality in the Lord, or adheres to the Lord's plan for worship more closely. 
Variety may add spice to someone's life, but of itself will not resurrect those who are spiritually dead or add one 
tittle
 of growth to languishing souls over which death hovers. As some of these youthful "change agents" might say: "Let's get real, brethren." 
______________________________________
O
 
_ 
 
_ 
 
_
 
I
 
_ 
 
_ 
 
_
 
E
The very best way to show that you believe!
)
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"See, Here is Water"
"Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, 'See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?' Then Philip said, 'If you believe with all your heart, you may.' And he answered and said, 'I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.' So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him." (Acts 8:36-38)
A man who was mute had attended services for a long time. After one of the sermons, as the invitation was being sung, he came forward and set on the front pew with an open Bible in his hand. The preacher, knowing that the man was unable to state his desire, was very perplexed as to what to do. After the song was finished, the dumb man approached the preacher and pointed to the verse which says, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" The preacher simply pointed to the next verse, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." The man quickly pointed to the next verse, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." The preacher then repeated the things in the verses to the congregation, and they took the man and baptized him into Christ.
Have you been baptized into Christ as was the Ethiopian eunuch, and the man who was mute? 
_________________________________________
Name these places?
1. Paul and Barnabas were sent to ____________ by the church in ________ to deal with the question of circumcision. 
2. Joseph and Mary had taken Jesus to _______ to get away from Herod. After the death of Herod Joseph and Mary took Jesus to _____________.
3. Paul was born in _________ a city in ________.   
)
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HEAVEN
BY Michael Rhodes
The late 
Madalyn
 Murray O’Hair, one of the world’s most out-spoken atheists,
 
once stated that "Heaven is a delusional dream of the unsophisticated minds of
 
the ill-educated clergy." Such is the attitude of many people today toward the
 
idea of a final reward called heaven. And it is truly sad, indeed, when we don’t
 
even hear members of the Lord’s church talking about their eternal
 
destiny.
Of course we can’t assign percent
 
ages
 
to eternity, but if we could, then 99.999 percent of our existence would be
 
spent in our eternal destiny - heaven for those who faithfully serve the Lord.
 
Shouldn’t we be concerned about heaven, the place of our hopes and our dreams?
 
When we get too busy to think about and to talk about heaven, then we are just
 
too busy!!!
Is
 
There Really a Heaven?
Human reasoning attacks and denies the
 
concept of heaven!
 
Humanism (Humanist Manifesto II, 1973): "Promises of immortal
 
salvation are both illusory and harmful. They distract humans from present
 
concerns, from self-actualization (achieving your potential), and from
 
rectifying social injustices." Such is utterly false. Despair is paralyzing, not
 
hope.
The
 
keynote of Christ’s message was "repent." To put it simply, changed people
 
change their world. Heaven is indeed an incentive for God’s people to roll up
 
their sleeves and get to work in this bitter world in which we
 
live.
Dr. Alfred North Whitehead, a famous
 
Harvard professor once stated: "Can you imagine anything more appallingly
 
idiotic than the Christian idea of heaven?" Personally, I can’t think of
 
anything more appallingly idiotic than a man speaking with authority on life
 
after death when he has never even been dead!
So, the flickering candle of human
 
philosophy ridicules heaven, but we must remember the words of the apostle Paul
 
in Col. 2:8 when he said, "
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy
 
and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic
 
principles of the worlds, and not according to
 
Christ
."
It is truly sad when people who claim
 
to be followers of Christ even deny the existence of heaven. One denominational
 
minister said, "Heaven is that ridiculous spiritual roof garden of the next
 
world." Another admonished his listeners in a sermon to "leave heaven for the
 
sparrows."For such people there is no excuse!
Even though human reasoning attacks and denies the existence of heaven, human existence itself demands heaven. Heaven has always been desired. God has never given an instinct or intuition that does not respond to a fact. The newborn kitten, even before its eyes are open, seeks nourishment from its mother’s breasts. God placed that instinct in the kitten and the instinct responds to a fact. The kitten needs nourishment and nourishment is only found in the mother’s breast. It doesn’t matter that the 
kitten can
not see its mother. We have eyes because there is light. We have ears because there is sound.
              >>>
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C.S. Lewis once wrote, “Creatures are
 
not born with desires unless satisfaction for those desires exists. If I find in
 
myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable
 
explanation is that I was made for another world." Heaven has always been
 
believed. The native Americans believed in the "happy hunting ground" if they
 
lived worthy lives. The ancient Egyptians called the next world "
Yaru
." Many
 
other cultures, although skewed from the truth, believed in an afterlife of some
 
sort. More specifically, they believed in a place of eternal reward for a life
 
well lived.
The reason why heaven has always been
 
desired and heaven has always been believed is that our Creator gave us an
 
instinct for eternal life. The preacher, or Solomon, stated in Ecclesiastes 3:11that "
He has put eternity in their hearts
" God gave us the desire to live
 
forever. We are not made for this world, but for the next.
Divine
 
Revelation Discloses Heaven
We have a sure word on this subject,
 
however. We find the truth in God’s word. 1 Cor. 2:9-10 God has promised great
 
things to those who love Him. He reveals those things to us through the
 
Spirit-the word of God.
The words "heaven" and "heavens" are
 
used at least 718 times in the scriptures, and there are countless other
 
allusions of heaven. 2 Cor. 12:1-4 Paul tells us a man was caught up to
 
paradise, or the third heaven. Rev. 4:1; 21:5; 22:6. The apostle John received a
 
tour, as it were, of heaven and it is emphasized that the things he saw were
 
faithful and true. John 3:11-13; 
Jn
 14:1-4 Jesus’ own testimony of the certainty
 
of heaven.
A minister once said at a funeral, "I
 
cannot conclusively prove that there is a heaven, for I have never been there.
 
However, I have a Friend who has been there and I trust that Friend." Jesus came
 
from heaven and we can trust His testimony about the certainty of heaven. If
 
Heaven does not exist then Jesus was a liar, our faith is based on a lie, and
 
Christianity is the greatest hoax there ever was. If that were the case, the
 
apostle Paul describes our condition in 1 Cor. 15:19 when he stated, "
If in
 
this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable
."Friends, there is a heaven! God’s word makes it abundantly clear that such a
 
place exists!!!
Heaven is a prepared place for a
 
prepared people. 
Jn
 14:1-4. Jesus has gone to prepare a place for all those who
 
would obey Him. Are you prepared to go to heaven?
)
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YOUR EXAMPLE!
"In all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works..." (Titus 2:7)
 
The story is told of a TV repairman who didn't like to think about his job when he came home. As a 
result, he never bothered to properly 
install the TV antenna on the top of 
his house or fix it when one arm broke 
in a windstorm. One day, a new family 
moved in next door, and the owner 
went up on his roof to install an 
antenna. Knowing that his neighbor 
was a TV repairman, he put his up 
exactly the same way and turned his 
antenna to face in the same direction 
as his neighbor's. Then, after studying 
his neighbor's antenna for a while, he 
reached up and broke one arm off his new antenna! (From 
1500 Illustrations for Biblical Preaching
, p. 130) 
Whether we realize it or not, we all are leaving an example, whether good or bad, to those about us. Let us show ourselves to be a pattern of good works. 
_________________________________________
Name these places?
       (HOW DID YOU DO?)
1. Paul and Barnabas were sent to _
Je
rusa
lem
_ by the church in _
Antioch
_ to deal with the question of circumcision, Acts 15:2. 
2. Joseph and Mary had taken Jesus to _
Egypt
_ to get away from Herod. After the death of Herod Joseph and Mary took Jesus to _
Naza
reth
_, Matthew 2:13-23.
3. Paul was born in _
Tarsu
s
_ a city in _
Cilicia
_, Acts 22:3.   
)
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BE YE THANKFUL
Thankfulness 
 
is 
 
one 
 
of those neglected 
 
Bible 
 
subjects. I don’t mean that we are 
 
unaware of thankfulness 
 
being in the 
 
Bible. We just 
 
don’t give it the 
 
kind of thought
 
 we should. Being thankful is extremely important to a
 
 faithful 
Christian life.
The 
Old 
Testament hero, King David, understood
 
the
importance  of  
being
  thankful toward God. 
“Oh 
 
give 
thanks t
o  the Lord, for  he  is  good; for  his 
steadfast
love endures forever!”
 (
Psalms 118:1
) This statement 
is
 
 found several times in the
 
 Psalms, thus 
 
indicating 
the 
 
prominent
 
 place 
 
David 
 
gave 
 
to giving thanks to 
God for His steadfast love.
Ingratitude is a plague upon society. When men
 
 leave 
off the gentle virtue of
 
 being
 
thankful, they degenerate 
into selfish 
  
children
  
 who
  
 think
  
 that
 
 
 
they 
   
should 
 
receive anything and everything they desire. Like a two 
 
year 
 
old, they see something 
 
and say, “I want it, NOW!” If they do not get ‘it,’ they become su
llen and bemoan their miserable 
life. However, if they 
 
do get ‘it,’ they revel in their new gift without ever being grateful to the giver.
As Christians, we must not be as those who are unthankful. 
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. ... And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him”
 
Colossians 3:15 & 17
.
Not only should we learn the lesson of being thankful, but we should learn the lesson of being thankful for the correct things. Again, like spoiled children, we become overwhelmed with disappointment simply because we fail to get what we want.
Too many religious people think of God as the genie in the bottle. They expect to be granted the fulfillment of their every wish. They should learn a lesson from Job. 
“Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.’ But he said to her, ‘You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?’ In all this Job did not 
sin
 with his lips”
 
Job 2:9-10
. Are we thankful when evil comes our way? James says, 
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,”
 
James 1:2
. To be filled with resentment, anger and remorse because life is not the way you think it ought to be, identifies you as a thankless person.
 
>>>
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So what, if we do not have the fine house we want. Jesus didn’t even have a house (
Luke 9:58
). If we do not achieve greatness and stand before the multitudes to a cacophony of adoring adulation, we are in good company. Jesus was despised and rejected of men (
Isaiah 53:3
) and then crucified like a common criminal though He was innocent (
Luke 23:4
).
When you pillow your head tonight, will you be thankful for the day which God has given you? Even if it was a day filled with many kinds of trials? Be thankful Pilgrim; be thankful for the proper things, for godliness with contentment is gain (
1 Timothy 6:6
).
            
__________________________________________
TO DIE IN 
THE LORD!
"And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, 'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.' Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, 'Lord, do not charge them with this sin.' And when he had said this, he fell asleep." (Acts 7:59-60) 
The above verse says that when Stephen was stoned, he "fell asleep." Our English word "cemetery" comes from this same Greek word which means "the sleeping of the dead." To label "death" as "falling asleep" is a wholesome thought about death rather than the usual harshness men associate with it. Psalm 116:15 says, "Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints." Rev. 14:13 says, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' 'Yes,' says the Spirit, 'that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.'" 
There have been many unjust killings since the beginning of the world, as was Stephen's. The thing, however, that made Stephen great was not that he was unjustly murdered, but that he died in the Lord. Let us proclaim along with the prophet of old: "Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my end be like his!" (Num. 23:10) 
)
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HONETY 
AND 
TOMATTOS
"The righteous man walks in his integrity; his children are blessed after him." (Prov. 20:7)
 
My father, W. Atlee 
Burpee
, founder of the famous seed company, in 1914, planned to picture Matchless Tomato, at that time his favorite, on the front cover of his seed catalogue. When he saw the printer's proof, my father said, "Matchless never grows that large." We had 40 acres of Matchless growing at 
Fordhook
, and father offered $5 to anyone who could show him a tomato as large as the picture. Work stopped at 
Fordhook
 while hundreds of tomatoes were brought in. None was big enough to pass the test. So father had an acknowledgment of his mistake printed on a colored slip and inserted in every catalogue. However, gardeners everywhere took up the challenge. That summer tomatoes were shipped to Father's home from all parts of the country with letters from customers bragging that they had grown Matchless as large as the picture on the catalogue's cover. (From David 
Burpee
)
 
Paul said, "Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men." (2 Cor. 8:21)   
_________________________________________
GOSPEL MEETING
May 23-27
7:30 PM
Bring The Family, Bring A Friend,                         We Want Everyone To Attend!
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Death Bed Repentance
B
y David J. Riggs
A neighbor lady who had become a rather close friend to my wife, came into our home and said, "Do you believe in death bed repentance?" This was not the first time I had been required to give an answer on this topic.
My answer is, "I believe in one kind of death bed 
repentance, but not the denominational kind." Any 
sincere Christian who repents, whether at death or 
before, God forgives, but He will not forgive the one 
who has never become a Christian. "Now we know 
that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a 
worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him." 
(John 9:31). "One who turns away his ear from
  
 
hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination." 
(Prov. 28:9).
The issue, therefore, with our denominational friends 
and neighbors hinges on just how one becomes a 
Christian. This must be determined by the written 
Word of Christ. His Word is the only means by which 
we can have certainty concerning eternal life. John 
said, "These things I have written to you who believe 
in the name of the Son of God, that you may know 
that you have eternal life..." (1 John 5:13). We
   
 
should not let the "death bed" thought add
        
 
emotionalism and detour us from the issue.
Repentance alone is not what makes one a
      
 
Christian. Acts 2:38 teaches that repentance and 
baptism are necessary for remission of sins. Mark 16:16 makes faith and baptism necessary. In Rom. 10:9 a verbal confession is essential. Thus, all of these things are required and since baptism is the last act of obedience for conversion, one is saved at its point, not before. This is all I have the right to say about one's condition whether healthy, sick, or dying.
I know of a evangelist who while doing some preaching in the mountains of Virginia ran into several families who supposedly had been baptized into Christ, but were completely unfaithful. He found that their problem was faith in death bed repentance. They thought there was no need to serve God a whole lifetime, just wait until the end, repent and be saved. One would be surprised at the immense number today who have likewise put their trust in this idea.
           >>>
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There is no passage anywhere that would uphold the faith and hope of such people. What makes one think he can be stubborn and rebellious to God's laws all his life and at the last minute repent and God will accept him? What makes him think God will give him opportunity to repent? On several occasions in the Old Testament, God's people were rebellious and would not listen to God's reproof. When calamity came upon them, and they finally decided to call upon God, He said he would not hear them (Prov. 1:24-28; Ezek. 8:17-18). Death bed repentance is not taught in the Bible, but rather, "Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth..." (Eccl. 12:1).
Someone will say, "What about those who were called at the eleventh hour in the parable of Jesus in Matt. 20, weren't they rewarded the same as the others?" There is no comfort in this for those who trust in death bed repentance. All those in the parable obeyed and went to work when called. Death bed repentance is equivalent to the first hour man saying, "It's 
to
 early; I'll wait to the eleventh hour." Would he have been accepted?
______________________________________
We only Have a little over a week! Make your plans!
GOSPEL MEETING
May  23-27
7:30 PM
Monday - Living By Faith
Tuesday - What Must I Do To Be Saved?
Wednesday - How the 21 Century Church is Least Like the 1st Century Church
Thursday - Instrumental Music In Worship?
Friday - Fear Not
Invite others to come and hear the gospel of Christ!
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How Honest Are We?
 
When Abraham Lincoln was in 
the grocery store business in 
his young manhood, it is said 
that he once discovered that he 
had charged a customer six 
cents too much on a bill of
  
 
goods.  That night, after he had 
closed his store, Lincoln
    
 
walked three miles to the home 
of the person he had
          
 
shortchanged and returned the 
six cents.  Late one evening he waited on a woman who wanted a half pound of tea.  Next morning he noticed a six-ounce weight on the scales.  He immediately closed the store and delivered to her tea to compensate for the error.  Many such incidents in his life won for him the affectionate title of "Honest Abe."  He became a great president.
Men with such honesty need to be in high places.  They are needed the world over in every calling of life, from the lowest to the highest, and let's not overlook the church -- they are needed there too.
Not only must we be honest with our fellow man, but we are also under obligation to be honest with our God.  He has given us life, a soul, a world in which to live and all the blessings that sustain life.
It is nothing but fairness and honesty that we return a portion of what God has given us to further His cause.  A refusal to do this is called dishonesty according to God's own indictment.  This is His charge of dishonesty:  "Will a man rob God?  Yet ye have robbed me.  But you say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation" 
(Malachi 3:8, 9).
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THE CIRCLE OF LOVE IS EVERYTHING!
“As a physician who has been deeply privileged to share the most profound moments of people’s lives, including their final moments, let me tell you a secret. People facing death don’t think about what degrees they have earned, what positions they have held or how much wealth they have accumulated. At the end, what really matters (and is a good measure of a past life) is who you loved and who loved you. The circle of love is everything.” Bernadine Healy, M.D.
Doctor Healy’s observation, if not profound, is at least enlightening. It challenges us to direct our attention to God’s teaching about love. Not only does God give instruction on this matter, but love’s power is observed in life experiences.
I have for sometime felt that those who face imminent death shed their ties to this world. Hence, their perception of what is important changes drastically. One would be hard pressed to convince someone who can feel their life force waning that they need to put money in an IRA. On the other hand, those of us who are alive and well at sixty, feel an ominous foreboding because we have failed to develop a portfolio for retirement.
John teaches us in his first epistle that who we love and who loves us is vitally important. 
“Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins”
 (
1 John 4:8-10
). God is love and has manifested that love by sending His Son into the world to save mankind. Who loves you? God, that’s who!
Knowing that God loves us is not enough, we must love! 
“We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother”
 (
1 John 4:19-21
). Who do you love? God and the brethren, that’s who!
John also deals with love in the negative. 
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world--the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions--is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever”
 (
1 John 2:15-17
). How sad it is to come to the final moments of one’s life only to realize they have loved the wrong things. And to realize that because they have loved the wrong things, God rejects them.
God has given you and me a most precious gift. The gift is a life to be lived. What we do with that gift has eternal consequences. As the doctor observed, when we have used up God’s gift, nothing will matter except who we have loved and who has loved us. Do you love God? Does God love you?
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Living The Christian Life!
"...That you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords..." (1 Tim. 6:14-15)
 
In a far country lived a band of minstrels who traveled from town to town presenting music to make a living. They had not been doing well. Times were hard; there was little money for common folk to come to hear the minstrels, even though their fee was small. Attendance had been falling off, so early one evening the group met to discuss their plight. "I see no reason for opening tonight," one said. "To make things even worse than they may have been, it is starting to snow. Who will venture out on a night like this?" "I agree," another disheartened singer said. "Last night we performed for just a handful. Fewer will come tonight. Why not give back their meager fees and cancel the concert? No one can expect us to go on when just a few are in the audience." "How can anyone do his best for so few?" a third inquired. Then he turned to another sitting beside him. "What do you think?" The man appealed to was older than the others. He looked straight at his troupe. "I know you are discouraged. I am too. But we have a responsibility to those who might come. We will go on. And we will do the best job of which we are capable. It is not the fault of those who come that others do not. They should not be punished with less than the best we can give." 
Encouraged by his words, the minstrels went ahead with their show. They never performed better. When the show was over and the small audience gone, the old man called his troupe to him. In his hand was a note, handed to him by one of the audience just before the doors closed behind him. "Listen to this, my friends!" Something electrifying in his tone of voice made them turn to him in anticipation. Slowly the old man read: "Thank you for a beautiful performance." It was signed very simply--"Your King." (From 
Illustrations Unlimited
, by James S. Hewett, p. 168-169) 
Let us continue to give our best performance in living the Christian life because our great king appreciates our faithful service. 
)
 (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
“Will Work For Food”
By Greg 
Gwin
A homeless man frequently stations himself near a major intersection and holds up a hand written sign which reads: "Will Work for Food". Several have attempted to offer him work. One such offer was reported by an investigative reporter for a local TV news department. All have been refused. This man, despite what his sign says, is looking for a handout – not for work. We are disappointed and disgusted by the situation. The Lord has something to say about it, too: 
"If anyone will not work, neither let him eat"
 (
2 Thessalonians 3:10
).
There is a spiritual parallel to this sad tale. It goes like this: Christians assemble to worship God. They unite their voices to sing: "Lord Send Me"; "I want to be a soul winner for Jesus"; "We'll work till Jesus comes"; "I want to be a worker for the Lord".
But, when challenged with opportunities to serve God, they hold back and do nothing. Bible study is neglected, prayer is abandoned, worship assemblies and special classes are not attended, financial support is not forthcoming, personal work efforts are largely ignored. Do you see it? Isn't this like the homeless man who says he wants work but will not accept it?
There are too many who want the rewards of Christianity without doing any work. They're looking for a spiritual "handout". They will not receive it. God views the spiritually lazy in the same way He views the physically lazy: no work, no reward. 
"Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord"
 (
1 Corinthians 15:58
).
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The Ermine’s Example
There is an animal found in the forests of northern Europe and Asia called the ermine. The fur of this little weasel turns snow-white in the winter time. Its white fur is commercially valuable causing the ermine to be hunted. There is a unique characteristic about the ermine. When its fur becomes snow-white, the ermine instinctively protects its coat against anything that would soil it. The ermine will go to great lengths to keep its fur spotless.
Fur hunters have devised a way to take advantage of this unusual trait. Instead of setting a trap to catch the ermine, they find its home, and then smear the entrance and interior with grime. The ermine, upon seeing the filth at its burrow, will not enter. Without the safety of its burrow, the ermine is at the mercy of the hunter’s dogs. Its instinct to preserve the purity of its coat is so strong that it will die rather than defile its white coat with filth.
God 
 
requires 
 
that 
 
those 
 
who 
 
would 
 
be 
righteous 
 
maintain 
 
themselves 
 
in 
 
purity. 
God instructed 
 
Moses
 
 to, 
 
“Speak
 
 to 
 
the 
people 
 
of
 
 Israel,
 
 and 
 
tell
 
 them 
 
to make 
tassels on the
 
 corners
 
 of 
 
their 
 
garments 
throughout 
 
their 
 
generations, 
 
and 
 
to put 
a 
 
cord
  
 of
  
 blue 
  
on
 
 the 
 
tassel 
 
of 
 
each 
corner”
 
 
(
Numbers 
 
15:38
). 
 
“So
 
 you 
 
shall 
remember 
 
and do all
 
 my commandments, 
and be holy to your God”
 (
Numbers 15:40
). 
When the 
 
Israelite saw the blue cord upon 
his garment, he 
 
would 
 
remember the holy 
purpose 
 
for
 
 his 
 
life and 
 
the need to keep 
himself from sin.
The vile sinner becomes clean (
white
) when he puts on the Lord Jesus in baptism. 
“And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name”
 (
Acts 22:16
). 
“I said to him, ‘Sir, you know.’ And he said to me, ‘These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb’”
 (
Revelation 7:14
).
John tells us that, 
“everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure”
 (
1 John 3:3
). Paul admonished Timothy by telling him, 
“Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure”
 (
1 Timothy 5:22
). Paul gave instruction to the Corinthian brethren saying they should, 
“Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you,”
 (
2 Corinthians 6:17
).
>>>
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The gravest danger facing the church is not whether local congregations will lose their tax exempt status from the IRS or that they will lose their buildings. The gravest danger facing Christians is the threat of worldliness. Too often, it is difficult to tell the Christian from the worldly sinner. The manner of dress, the words that proceed out to the mouth, the places one frequents and the type of entertainment we enjoy, all reflect upon our purity. When the desire is to be with worldliness, it is impossible to keep off the filth of the world. Although we are in the world, we are not to be of the world. James tells us that to practice pure and undefiled religion one must 
“keep oneself unstained from the world”
 (
James 1:27
b).
The instinct of the ermine was to die rather than defile his beautiful coat. Pray that you, dear Christian, will have the spiritual fortitude to maintain your purity even if it costs your life (
Matthew 
16:25
).
______________________________________
HURRY, HURRY, HURRY!
"And He said to them, 'Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.' For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat." (Mark 6:31)
 
In the deep jungles of Africa, a traveler was making a long trek. Coolies had been engaged from a tribe to carry the loads. The first day they marched rapidly and went far. The traveler had high hopes of a speedy journey, but on the second morning these jungle tribesmen refused to move. For some strange reason they just sat and rested. On inquiry as to the reason for this strange behavior, the traveler was informed that they had gone too fast the first day, and that they were now waiting for their souls to catch up with their bodies. (From 
Springs In The Valley
, by 
Lettie
 Cowman, p. 196-197)
 
Often, in the mad rush of our         
hectic, rat-race society we have    
very little time to enjoy the simple 
things of life. Our lives seem to be 
going in all directions with very      
little time for rest or peace. Perhaps it would be good for us to slow down and let our souls catch up with our bodies. 
)
 (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
IMMORTALITY
"Death is not a period but a comma 
                       
in the story of
 
life."
By Mike Johnson
A comma is used in a
 
sentence to indicate a pause. A period is end punctuation. It is used to show
 
the end of a sentence. With this idea in mind, the above quotation says a great
 
deal. It speaks of the immortality of the soul.
There is more to man's
 
existence than life on earth. Man has an immortal soul. We do not live forever
 
in our body as life on earth does end. However, the soul endures forever.
 
Ecclesiastes 12:7 describes death. It says, "
Then shall the dust return to
 
the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.
" This
 
passage shows a distinction between the body and the soul. It also shows the
 
existence of the soul after death.
It is not just the souls
 
of the righteous that are eternal. Everyone has an eternal soul. This is good
 
for the righteous because they will dwell eternally in heaven. However, it will
 
be dreadful for the wicked as they will dwell an eternity in hell. Notice what
 
Jesus said in Matthew 25:46 when He spoke of the fates of the wicked and
 
righteous. He said, "
and these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but
 
the righteous into life eternal
." The words "everlasting" and "eternal" come
 
from the same word in the Greek. The word means "never ending."
We need to keep in mind
 
the immortality of our souls. It is important to become a Christian and be
 
faithful in our service to God (Acts 22:16; I Cor. 15:58) so that we can dwell
 
"forever" in heaven.
Remember, death is not a
 
period: it is only a comma in the story of life.
).
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WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE
Some choices or situations in life are given us and we cannot change them. We cannot choose our parents, siblings or extended family, but we can choose our friends. Early in life, we sometimes develop our closest friendships. They might be someone we go to church or school with or they might be family, such as cousins. It’s a wonderful thing to have friends like this and no matter whether they stay our “best” friends or not we typically have fond memories of our lives together. As adults, we meet new people and sometimes these new faces become our close friends and because we are wiser (hopefully), we might have a greater appreciation for these “best” friends.
We 
 
can 
 
read about 
 
friends 
 
in the Bible. We 
read
 
 in 
 
1 
 
Samuel
 
 
that
 
 Jonathan and 
 
David 
were
 
 very close. We know that Job had close 
friends (
Job 19:14, 19
) 
 
and we also know that 
Jesus 
 
was 
 
very
 
 close 
 
to
 
 Mary, Martha 
 
and 
Lazarus.
I would like 
 
to put 
 
into my
 
 own
 
 words 
 
some 
verses that
 
 deal with friendship. In 
Proverbs 
17:17
, 
 
we learn that just like a family member, 
a true 
 
friend will 
 
stand by us even in times of 
trouble. 
That friend 
 
will be very 
 
comfortable talking to 
us, 
 
just 
 
as 
 
God 
 
was
  
 with 
 
Moses, 
  
can 
 
be 
gleaned
 
 from 
 
Exodus 
 
33:11
. This friend may 
tell us things 
 
we don’t like to hear 
 
(
Proverbs
27:6
) 
 
but 
 
it 
 
will
 
 be 
 
from a
 
 caring and
 
loving 
heart.
They will be our friend for who we are, not for what we have or don’t have (
Proverbs 14:20
). This friend may teach us many things (
Proverbs 27:17
) and we should never take them for granted (
Proverbs 27:10
).
Some of our “friends” will not always be there for us, but we have one friend who will never leave us or forsake us (
Hebrews 13:5
). This Friend said that no greater love will be given than to die for a friend (
John 15:13
). This friend is Jesus.
We should be very thankful for our friends. They can be a source of comfort, compassion and inspiration. They can also help fill our lives with love, fun times and precious memories, but no earthly friend can ever match what Jesus has done for us. He is truly the Greatest Friend we will ever have.
What A Friend We Have in Jesus!!
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BLESSINGS
"So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build, houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant; when you have eaten and are full; then beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage." (Deut. 6:10-12)
 
"We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven. We have been preserved, for many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to God that made us! It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness." (President Abraham Lincoln, April 30, 1863)
Let us beware lest we, too, forget the Lord who has so richly blessed us. 
______________________________________
 
Can you answer these questions?
1. Who was eaten by worms?
2. Where was Paul born?
)
 (
KIDS
COLUMN
)

[image: ]



 (
   
What better way to say it,
            
Mom
!
"Let your father and your mother 
be glad, and let her 
who bore you
rejoice." - (Prov. 23:25) 
4 years of Age - My Mommy can do anything. 
8 years of Age - My Mom knows a lot, a whole lot. 
12 years of Age - My Mother doesn't know quite everything. 
14 years of Age - Mother doesn't know anything. 
16 years of Age - Mom is hopelessly old-fashioned. 
18 years of Age - I know so much more than Mom does. 
25 years of Age - It's amazing how Mom has gotten wiser. 
35 years of Age - Before we decide, let's get Mom's opinion. 
45 years of Age - What would Mom have thought about it? 
65 years of Age - Wish I could talk it over with Mom. (Author Unknown, Slightly Adapted) 
"Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 'Many daughters have done well, but you excel them all.' Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised." (Prov. 31:28-30).
_________________________________________
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3. Can you name the three who was with Jesus when He was transfigured?
)
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SURPRISING BIBLE T
EACHINGS ON 
    PROMINENT RELIGIOUS 
SUBJECTS.
Some people are surprised to learn that the Bible teachings differ 
form
 what they have always heard. What have you heard about these prominent doctrines?
Falling From Grace?
 -- The Bible teaches that such is possible: --
 
(Gal. 5:4; Heb. 6:1-6; 2 Pet. 2:20-22).
Inherited Total Depravity?
 -- The Bi
ble teaches that sin is of such 
nature that it cannot be inherited
 (1 
Jno
. 3:4). Furthermore, the 
offspring does not bear the iniqu
ity of the parent (
Ezk
. 18:20). 
Children are innocent and safe in the
ir early infantile state (Matt.
18:1-4).
Predestination?
 -- The Bible teaches
 that certain kinds of individ
uals (those who are holy and love and obey God are the on
es 
who have been predestined t
o be saved). Note the following 
Scriptures: (Eph. 1:4,5; Rom. 8:28
-38). However, it is left up to 
the individual to choose to bec
ome one that follows God's pre
destined plan or not. Such is 
not made to do so: (Rev. 22:17;
Jos. 24:15; Matt. 16:24).
The Nature Of The Soul (Spirit)?
 -- The Bible teaches that man 
has a soul (spirit) placed within h
im at conception, and that this 
soul (spirit) is immortal. Such soul
 or spirit is not placed in any 
other created being other than hum
an beings. (2 Cor. 4:16-18; 
Lk
. 16:19-31; Matt. 25:46; Psa. 22:26).
The Reality Of Hell?
 -- The Bible teaches t
hat hell is 
as real a place as 
is heaven and that each pl
ace is 
eternal in nature (Matt.
25:46; 
Jno
. 5:28,29). If there 
is a heaven to gain the
n there is a 
hell to shun! A 
comprehensive des
cription and picture of hell is 
found in Rev. 14:10,11.
 
Divorce And Remarriage?
 -- The 
Bible teaches that 
marriage is 
to be between one man and o
ne woman 
for life (Rom. 7:1-4). 
There is only one exception to
 
this given in the Word of God. 
That exception is 
when a spouse
 in the marriage commits forni
cation or adultery. The innocent p
arty in this matter can divorce 
the guilty mate and marry anot
her who has the right to marry. 
(Matt. 19:3-9).
Women Preachers?
 -- The Bib
le teaches that women are to be 
in subjection to men and are no
t to usurp authority over them. 
This is especially true in the publ
ic teaching of the Word of God. 
(1 Tim. 2:11-15; 1 Cor. 11:3).
 
            >>>
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>>> 
Premillennialism
?
 -- The Bible teaches that (a) no one knows when Jesus is coming again Mk. 13:32; 
(b) there will be only one general resurrection 
Jno
. 5:28,29; 
(c) the kingdom is not in existence Col. 1:13; 
(d) Jesus is now reigning as King in His kingdom Acts 17:7; 1 Cor. 15:22-27; 
(e) there is no indication 
thatJesus
 will ever set His feet upon this earth 1 
Thes
. 4:13-18. This Scripture tells us that at the coming of the Lord in judgment, that those that have served Him faithfully in this life, whether they are alive or dead, will be caught up into the heavens, and that THERE they will ever be with Him. Not upon a renovated or renewed earth. This earth will be burned up with fire. The new heavens and new earth that are mentioned as our new dwelling
place will be in heaven with the Lord forever. 2 Pet. 3;10ff. The land promises to Israel have already been fulfilled. And its purpose, the bringing into the world of the Son of God, has been fulfilled as well. This is also the finished purpose for the nation of Israel in Canaan land. This was all fulfilled when Christ was born into the world for the purpose of being the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, both Jew and Gentile. So, there is no longer need for a special nation, the Jews, in a special place, Canaan, but all peoples, both Jew and Gentile, will be saved by obeying the gospel of Christ found in the New Testament. (Jos. 21;43-45; 2 Chron. 9:25).
______________________________________
 
Can you answer these questions?
1. Who was eaten by worms?
Herod
 - Acts 12:23
2. Where was Paul born?
Tarsus
 - Acts 22:3
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5 Lessons From A Pencil
   
     
A PENCIL MAKER TOLD THE PENCIL 5 
     
IMPORTANT LESSONS JUST BEFORE 
     
PUTTING IT IN THE BOX :
1. EVERYTHING YOU DO WILL ALWAYS LEAVE A MARK.
2. YOU CAN ALWAYS CORRECT THE MISTAKES YOU MAKE.
3. WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS WHAT IS INSIDE OF YOU.
4. IN LIFE , YOU WILL UNDERGO PAINFUL SHARPENINGS, WHICH WILL ONLY MAKE YOU BETTER.
5. TO BE THE BEST PENCIL, YOU MUST ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE HELD AND GUIDED BY THE HAND THAT HOLDS YOU. 
We all need to be constantly sharpened. This parable may encourage you to know that you are a special person, with unique God-given talents and abilities. Only you can fulfill the purpose which you were born to accomplish. Never allow yourself to get discouraged and think that your life is insignificant and cannot be changed and, like the pencil, always remember that the most important part of who you are, is what's inside of you and then allow yourself t
o be guided by the hand of God.
_________________________________________
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3. Can you name the three who was with Jesus when He was transfigured?
             
Peter, James, and John
 - Matthew 17:1-2
)
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HOW MEN ACT WHEN THEY REPENT
By 
Steve Klein
In Matthew 12:41, Jesus said, "
The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here
." According to Jesus, the men of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah. 
You remember the story, don't you? God had commanded Jonah, "
Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me
" (Jonah 1:2). Now Nineveh was not only a city filled with wickedness, it was also the capital of the Assyrians, hated enemies of the Israelites. Jonah didn't want to go.  He fled from God's presence. However, after being given some quality time in the belly of a fish to reflect and pray, Jonah decided to obey God.  Jonah walked through the city proclaiming the judgment of the Lord upon these pagan people: "
Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!
" (Jonah 3:4).
The people of Nineveh repented. They "
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them
" (Jonah 3:5). When word came to the king of Nineveh, "
he arose from his throne and laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes
." He decreed that "
neither man nor beast, herd nor flock
" were to eat or drink and that "
every one
" was to "
turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hand
" (Jonah 3:7-8). 
The text says that, "
God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them
" (Jonah 3:10). God can read men's hearts. He knows more about what is going on in our heads than we do ourselves. But He did not need to read the minds of the 
Ninevites
 to know that they had repented.  He "
saw their works, that they turned away from evil
". When the men of Nineveh repented, nobody was left to wonder whether or not their repentance was genuine. Nobody was left guessing about their intention to stop committing evil. Nobody would have doubted they had actually repented of their sins.
We really need to learn this lesson from the men of Nineveh. We need to learn how to act when we repent. Repentance isn't just saying "excuse me," "my bad," or "forgive me," and then going on with our lives as if nothing happened. Repentance should produce real change in our actions. We are to "
bear fruits worthy of repentance
" (Matthew
 
3:8). I am afraid that too many of us think that our repentance should go unnoticed. We are incognito 
repenters
!  And while God hardly asks us to don sackcloth and ashes today, He does ask us to "
do works befitting repentance
" (Acts 26:20).
Let's resolve to turn away from sin in our lives, and make sure that we behave in such a way that folks can tell that's what we've done!
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COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE CHURCH
By 
Greg 
Gwin
We frequently hear complaints about the church. That’s nothing new. In fact, there were some folks complaining about the church in its very earliest days (see Acts 6:1-6). And, we know that some criticism is fully justified and is offered in a constructive way that will, hopefully, bring about needed changes.
However, we feel that there is a troubling trend evidenced by the kind of criticism that is most often leveled against local congregations. Seldom, if ever, do we hear folks say things like: “I’m disturbed that this church is not more active in the realm of evangelism.” Or, “It really upsets me that we are not supporting more preachers.” And we never hear, “I just think we ought to have more gospel meetings.”
What we do 
hear
 are things like: “I just don’t think this is a friendly church.” And, “There are just not enough social activities, especially for the young folks.” Or, “People here really don’t seem to care about each other.”
Two observations need to be made. First, the church is not a social institution. While it is important for people to have social interaction, God placed all such responsibilities in the realm of the home, not the church (1 Corinthians 11:34). If your main concern is about social things, you need to come to a better understanding of the work and function of the Lord’s church.
Second, those who level these charges should spend some time looking in the mirror. If there are problems - if there are areas that need improvement - what are YOU doing to bring about those changes?
Complaints about the church are not new. Oftentimes they are needed and helpful. But, if you complain, be sure you’re willing to lend a hand to make the needed improvements. Let’s work together to make this church everything that God would have It to be.
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EVERYONE MATTERS!
(Yes! That Means You!)
"He who  is  faithful  in  what  is least 
is faithful also  in  much; and  he who 
is unjust in what is least is unjust also 
in much." (Luke 16:10)
From an experience of her childhood, 
Mrs. Floyd Crook recalls how a great 
truth  was  impressed  upon  her with special meaning. She writes, "I came home from school one day crying because I had been given only a small part in the children's program, while my playmate got the leading role. After drying my tears, my mother took off her watch and put it in my hand. 'What do you see?' she asked. 'A gold case, a face, and two hands,' I replied. Opening the back, she repeated the question. I told her I saw many tiny wheels. 'This watch would be useless,' she said, 'without every part - even the ones you can hardly see.' That object lesson has helped me all through life to see the importance of the small duties we're asked to perform." 
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. - I Corinthians 12:12-18.
Yes! That means you!
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LOVE, OBEY, WORSHIP
By Gary Henry
"But 
 
the 
 
hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth; 
for 
 
the
  
 Father
 
 is 
 
seeking
 
 such
  
to
 
 worship
  
Him" 
(John 4:23).
THERE 
  
ARE 
  
THREE 
  
KEY 
 
CONCEPTS 
 
THAT 
S
UMMARIZE   OUR    PRIVILEGES    AND    OUR 
RESPONSIBILITIES
  
 WITH 
 
RESPECT
 
 TO 
 
GOD: 
WE
 ARE TO LOVE HIM, OBEY HIM, AND 
WORSHIP HIM. Each of these is a powerful 
concept. But we must be careful 
about their power. Given our tendency to focus on some important
 things to 
the exclusion of other things that are e
qually important, we need to be 
warned against cutting any of these three 
off from the others. It is only 
when we pay healthy attention to all thr
ee that they move us toward the 
relationship with God that we desire.
LOVE. Here is the heart of the matter, as Jesus defined it (Matthew
22:34-40). It would be hard to overstate the importance of having love as
our motive in dealing with God and with others. In language that is almost
astonishing, the apostle Paul wrote, "And though I bestow all my goods to
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it
profits me nothing" (1 Corinthians 13:3). Such is 
the radical necessity of
love.
OBEY. As important as love is, all the love that a person might have for God
would be of little use without obedience. John encouraged his fellow
Christians, "My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but
in deed and in truth" (1 John 3:18). And Jesus said, "If you love Me, keep
My commandments" (John 14:15). If our love does not show up in obedience, it
can hardly be called love. We must always comply with our conscience and
obey however much or little we may know of His will.
WORSHIP. Both love and obedience must come together in our wor
ship of God. 
He is seeking those who will worship Him, as Jesus said, in "spirit" and in
"truth" (John 4:23). We must offer our reverence to God from the heart, with
genuine love, and we must also honor Him by obedient actions that are
consistent with His truth. But when real love and real obedience come
together in real worship, we get a taste of what real life would be for a
creature made in God's image.
"To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the
mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God,
to open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of
God" (William Temple).
                                                                  
    
) (
Chapman Hwy.
 
church 
of Christ
7604 Chapman Hwy.
Knoxville
, 
TN.
   
37920
Visit our website:
www.chapmanhwy churchofchrist.com
Local Evangelist:
Tim Shepherd
Office
865 - 573 - 6638 
Regular Scheduled
Services:
SUNDAY:
Bible Class  10:00
Worship      11:00
Worship        6:00
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class    7:30
WHERE
EVERYONE IS
WELCOME!
)[image: ]																																							

										








































 (
THE ALL-SUFFICIENT SAVIOR
By Richard Thetford
Jesus Christ is for all men, because He is the only and all-sufficient Savior. By His death He made propitiation for the sins of the whole world.
"And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world" (1 John 2:2). In Christ God reconciled the world unto Himself. "Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing
their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). Jesus Christ is the only Savior (Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5).
Jesus Christ is an all-sufficient Savior. His name is "Jesus" (Jehovah Savior) (Matthew 1:21), and in His death He met and satisfied every demand
of the Law and every claim of Divine holiness, so that God can be just and at the same time justify the guilty sinner who believes on Jesus Christ. "Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus" (Romans 3:24-26). Jesus Christ perfectly
accomplished redemption when He died on the cross (John 19:30), and He is a perfect and all-sufficient Savior. 
Our Lord and Savior was perfect and He loved us so much that He was willing to suffer and die on the cross so that we can have forgiveness of sins through obedience to His Word. Each one of us should have a passionate desire to live for our Savior each and every day. We should be determined to follow in His steps. We love Him because He first loved us (1 John 4:19).
May we all strive to abide fully and completely in Christ because we realize that He truly is our perfect and all-sufficient Savior!
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FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE
By 
Greg 
Gwin
More and more we hear folks deciding to attend a certain ‘church’ because “there are lots of good activities for the young people”. Often it is the sole basis for making this important determination. ‘Programs’, ‘activities’, and ‘groups’ for the young people – that’s the drawing card.
And, what activities are these 
folks searching for? Are we 
talking here about carefully 
arranged Bible classes that 
seek to instill an understanding 
of God’s word in the hearts of 
our young people? Is it sound 
teaching from the pulpit and 
scriptural practice in the way 
the church does its business so that the young folks can learn respect for Bible authority? Is it love between brethren that manifests itself by each individual demonstrating “
hospitality one to another
” (1 Pet. 4:9).
Sadly, the answer is no. Instead, the activities that are desired “for the young people” are fun and games – ‘youth groups’ that sponsor parties, retreats, outings, camps, softball and basketball leagues, etc. The bigger the better and the more the merrier seem to be the rule.
Lest anyone misunderstand, let it be known that we love basketball, baseball, camping, parties . . . and fun and food in general!  We strongly favor such things being provided as an avenue of ‘good, clean fun’ for our young folks. But we insist that there is no authority in the Bible for the church to provide such. Let parents who really care see to it that the kids have these needed diversions, and let the church keep to its important authorized work. There’s nothing better for our young people than this.
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To Display or Not To Display?
       By Alan Jones
They both were women. They both were royalty. They both 
were fair to look upon. They both were called upon to  
 
display themselves before reveling men on feast days. But, 
that's where the similarities end.
One woman refused to display herself and lost her position 
as queen. The other danced and “pleased” the king,    
causing him to cut off the head of a righteous man. One 
woman has served through the centuries as an example of 
purity and modesty; the other as an example of            
lasciviousness.
Queen 
Vashti
, wife of the Persian King 
Ahasuerus
, was 
commanded to show off her beauty in front of the nobles 
and princes of the 
Medo
-Persian Empire--all of which were 
drunken. She refused to come and was deposed from her 
throne (Esther 1:9-12, 19).
The daughter of Herodias danced before King Herod, his 
lords, the high captains, and the chief men of Galilee.   
Herod was so “pleased” with her lasciviousness, he swore 
that she could have anything she wanted, up to half the 
kingdom.  After a conference with her mother, she asked for the head of John the Baptist on a platter. Herod reluctantly and sorrowfully kept his oath (Mk. 6:21-29).
Today, all women have the same choice - to display or not to display.
“Daughters of Herodias” are all around us in the world - especially now that it's summertime. More than tans are being flashed. Bodies are being placed on public display. Where are the “
Vashti's
”?  Surely they can be found among those professing to be God's children. But, alas, so many times, this is not the case!
Christians, both women and men, should dress “modestly, with shamefacedness and sobriety” (1 Tim. 2:9).  Ask yourself just one question, “If in a pinch, with no time to change clothes, would I be ashamed to wear the clothes that I wear in other public places to worship services?”  If the answer is yes - soul searching is in order.
To display or not to display? To be a “
Vashti
” or a “Daughter of Herodias”?  Only YOU can decide!
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“I Don’t See Anything Wrong With That”
By James Hahn
How many times have we heard this reply when we question some belief or practice which may be without Bible authority? The saddest thing about the statement is that many times it is really true. So many individuals have so little knowledge and understanding of the Bible when they are confronted with some false teaching or practice they really do not have the ability to see anything wrong with the sinful doctrine or practice.   We   all   need    our 
“senses  exercised   to discern 
both  good  and evil” (Hebrews 
5:14). The  only   way  we  can 
have   this   ability    is   to  put 
forth   the  necessary  effort  to 
learn and understand the truth. 
If we know what is right we will 
be able to recognize that which 
is contrary to it as being  wrong 
and sinful.
______________________________________
You Can – But You Can’t
By Grover Stevens
You can ignore God's warnings; you can refuse his  blessings; you can reject all his wondrous love, but you can't go to heaven doing so.
You can believe any doctrine you choose; you can belong to the church of your choice; you can worship God as you please, but you can't please God doing so (2 
Jno
. 9; Mt. 15:9,13; Rom. 10:1).
It seems that Satan has done a remarkable job of convincing the people that their religion is a matter of their choice, not God's; that it is a matter of their being pleased.
______________________________________
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Correspondence
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        (Located in the foyer)
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Sowing The Seed
"He who continually goes forth weeping, bearing seed for sowing, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." (Psalm 126:6) 
There is a story about a man who was treated kindly by people in a remote village in Africa. The man, wanting to show his appreciation, sent the natives a gift. He sent them a sundial thinking that it would help all the people in the village to determine the time of day. The natives were so appreciative of the gift that they built a hut over it to protect it from the elements. Naturally, by thus treating the sundial, they rendered it useless for its designed purpose.
Likewise, we need to show our appreciation of truth by diligently teaching it to others. Seed left in the barn does not produce a crop. 
_________________________________________
Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Your strength is seen in what you stand for; your weakness in what you fall for.’
‘If you hold your religion lightly, you are sure to let it slip.”
‘The way to break a bad habit is to drop it.”
‘He who is born of God should grow to resemble his Father.’
‘No man ever regretted Christianity on his deathbed.’
“The chains of habit are generally too small to be felt until they are too strong to be broken.”
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Give Me That Feel Good Religion!
By 
Terry Sanders
We are bombarded on a daily basis with how the world thinks religion ought to be. Multiplied thousands of people believe that churches ought to have soup kitchens and clothing supplies. The same folks are sure that churches ought to be involved in secular education and day care. They are equally convinced that churches should be politically involved and that the members ought to be mobilized and become a force at City Hall (or some higher level). Why, people feel good when they are so actively involved in a "relevant" religion. 
Gimme
 That Feel Good Religion.
 
It 
 
is
 
 but 
 
a 
 
small 
 
step
 
 from 
 
such notions to where the 
preaching on 
 
moral
 
 issues is essentially 
 
a message of 
"feel good
 
 about 
 
yourself even when you 
 
are 
 
involved 
in
  
 sin" 
  
(
 
makes
  
 one 
  
wonder
   
 what
   
 happened 
  
to 
2 Cor. 7:10). Why, preaching ought 
 
to
 
 make
 
 one
 
 
 
feel 
good, that's the principle thing.
 
 If there should be some 
passage which doesn't make you feel good, just
 
 ignore 
it! 
Gimme
 That Feel Good Religion.
 
I 
 
have 
 
heard
 
 it 
 
enough 
 
to 
 
be 
 
sure that many people 
have been
 
 told 
 
that
 
 if
 
 you 
 
feel 
 
saved, 
 
then 
 
you 
 
are 
saved. 
 
If 
 
you 
 
feel saved without baptism, then you are 
despite 
 
what
 
 the 
 
Bible
 
 says (Mk. 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21). 
Gimme
 That Feel Good Religion.
 
There are also plenty of folks who have decided that what is right or wrong in worship is predicated on whether or not one feels good while doing it. "We want our worship to allow people to feel good" might be heard. Again, this is not wrong in and of itself. One should feel good while worshipping God. It is when "
worship in spirit and truth
" (Jn. 4:24) is replaced with worship in order to feel good that error has taken place. What happens is that Scriptural worship is declared "dry and lifeless" and is replaced with hand-clapping, humming, soft lights, choruses, chorales, "special music," bands, shouting, ecstatic 
utterings
, plays, puppets, ad infinitum, ad 
nauseum
. 
Gimme
 That Feel Good Religion.
 
Now folks, I don't want anyone to misunderstand me. I firmly believe that a person should feel good about religion. However, we should feel good about what the Bible says, not what we are doing in spite of what the Bible says. The things in the previous paragraph cannot be found in the New Testament, they are from the imagination of men. Yet, many are told that because they are so happy with what they are doing that God will just have to be happy too! Perhaps a close look at these verses will shed some light on that-Rom. 16:17-18; Matt. 7:22-23; 
Lk
. 6:46; 2 Cor. 10:12-13. 
Gimme
 That Feel Good Religion.
 
       >>>
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A few years ago there was a somewhat popular song titled "
Gimme
 That Old Time Religion." When I was a child there was a radio station that my parents listened to that played it every morning. The title of this article is a parody of it. Sadly the words of Jeremiah come to mind-"
Thus says the LORD: 'Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls.' But they said, 'We will not walk in it.
'" (Jer. 6:16). It is sad when "That Old Time Religion" is rejected for "That Feel Good Religion." It ought to be the reverse. 
______________________________________
Moving In The Wrong Direction
By Bill Crews
There are a lot of polls taken and statistics kept. Here are some disturbing figures that I clipped from my files. In 1998 there were 4.2 million unmarried couples living together in the USA, a 2% increase over 1997, but an 800% increase over 1970 (from 432,000 to 4.2 million). Will they soon outnumber married couples? Within 5 years, 55% of those cohabiting couples marry (but then they have a very high divorce rate), and 45% end the relationship. (Please read: Heb. 13:4; Rom. 7:2,3; 1 Cor. 7:2; Matt.19:3-9; Eph. 5:22,23). 
In 1976 only 4% of Americans believed in fortune telling; in 1998 it had risen to 14%. Belief in spiritualism (the reality of getting in touch with spirits of the dead) went from 12% to 52%, in faith healing from 10% to 45%, in astrology from 17% to 37%, in reincarnation from 9% to 25%. (Please read: Deut. 18:9-12; Jer. 27:9; Isa. 8:19,20; 47:12,13; Gal. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8).
These are just a small number of things in which our nation is moving in the wrong direction. Let us not go that way. 
______________________________________
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"Marvelous are Your works..."
"I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth." (Psalm 139:14-15)
 
The body's entire structure, 
from head to foot, is a miracle 
of precision engineering and 
production. No matter what 
portion of the human body is 
considered, one cannot but be 
impressed with what a        
marvelous mechanism each 
member is. The major organs 
alone--and there are 10 of   
them--perform such unique 
feats of electric conduction that 
it would take a big book to  
explain each one adequately. In the fraction of a second that it takes you to read one word on this page, the marrow in your bones produces over 100,000 red blood cells. (From 
Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations
) 
Truly, we are fearfully and wonderfully made by an awesome Creator. To say that it all just happened by chance is sheer nonsense. 
_________________________________________
  
)
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But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.
 - Hebrews 2:9.
Jesus loves you! Do you love Jesus?
)
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HOW CAN YOU KNOW GOD?
By 
Carrol
 R. Sutton
If in the day of judgment, the lord says, "I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity," or "Verily I say unto you, I know you not," to you
or to me, it will be a very sad occasion for us. (See Matthew 7:21 and
25:12). In view of the impending judgment, each of us should make sure that
we know God. In order for God to know us, we must know Him. How can we know God? Our feelings do not indicate that we know God. Evil men may have good feelings. Human testimony of others is no indication that we know God.
In    order     to    know    God,   you    must    believe 
confidently   that   God   is,   and   that   Jesus  Christ 
is   the   Son   of  God.  The    Hebrew   writer    says:  
"But   without   faith   it  is  impossible  to  please  him:
for  he   that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  He 
is, and  that He is  a  
rewarder
 of  them  that  diligently
seek  Him."  (Hebrews 11:6).  John says: " And  many
other  signs  truly  did  Jesus  in the  presence  of  His
disciples, which are  not written in this  book:  But  the
se  are  written, that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus is 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God;  and  that  believing ye 
might  have  life  through His name." (John 20:30-31). 
To   know  God,  you  must  be  taught  of  God.  You  
must learn  God's  will  for man.  You   must  approve  
of   what  God  says  and  be  willing  to  obey  God's 
commandments.  Jesus   said: "Not  
every  one
  that  
sayeth
  unto  me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;  but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven." (Matthew 7:21). John also  said: "And  hereby  we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments." (1 John 2:3).
If you are an alien sinner, God commands you to "repent". (See Acts
17:30-31). The Jews on Pentecost, who had crucified Jesus were commanded to "Repent, and be baptized for the remission of sins..." (Acts 2:38). Saul,
who was a praying penitent believer, was commanded to "...arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins,..." (Acts 22:16).
To know God, we must love God. But to love God is to keep His commandments. Therefore, to know God is to keep God's commandments. (1 John 4:7-8; 5:3)
SUMMED UP: In order to know God (and for God to know you), you must learn
God's will, believe it with all your heart and obey it sincerely!
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TESTING YOUR FAITH
By Richard Thetford
In James 1:1-12 we read how if we persevere under trials and tribulations that we will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those that love Him. In Hebrews we read that "faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). Yes, it takes a special person, one that really believes in God to be faithful under all
circumstances of life. James tells us in verse 2 to "consider it all joy, my brethren when you encounter various trials". Why joy? Because when our faith is tested it produces endurance. If we overcome today's trial, then tomorrow's trial will be easier to overcome and our faith will get stronger day by day!
We read also that if we are lacking wisdom to ask God for it because "God gives to all men generously and without reproach" (verse 5). But, we must ask in total faith without wavering because if we waiver or doubt that God will give us what we ask for then he will not. "For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways" (verse 7-8). We are also told that the "brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position; and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away" (verse
9-10). The humble will be blessed and the rich will fade away, he and his beauty! Our faith is tested each and every day and the one that perseveres under these tests or trials will receive the crown of life promised by God.
______________________________________
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Choosing Friends
By James E. Cooper
Someone once observed: 
“Fate made your relatives; 
choice makes your friends.”  
Those whom you choose to 
be your closest friends indicate 
what your attitude is toward 
spiritual things. It is a 
psychological fact that we are 
drawn to those who share our 
interests. Devoted Christians will 
want to associate with the spiritual 
and godly; those who are not 
interested in spiritual matters will 
select the ungodly as their friends. 
Beware when your best friends are 
those who are not interested in 
the Lord’s church (your associates 
tell on you).
Further, “Evil companionships 
corrupt good morals” 
(I Corinthians 15:58).
  
________________________________________
)
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Are You Without Wax?
                     
By Bob West
The study of the origin or our words is at once an interesting and profitable pursuit. 
According to some scholars, our word "sincere" has a fascinating background.
In ancient Rome, the potters would hide the imperfections in their vessels by filling 
them with wax. Their best products were, in the Latin tongue, sine 
cera
, meaning, "without wax." Our word, "sincere," is said, by some, to come from this source.
What a beautiful illustration of what it means to be "sincere and without offense till the day of Christ" - 
Phil. 1:10. 
With a little wax and paint, the most inferior vessel can be made to appear perfect - on the surface. But its inherent weaknesses will ultimately be found out. Just so, the Christian's character is not to be full of imperfections which are hidden from view by the wax of hypocrisy. His life and character should be sound through and through. He must be SINCERE! 
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ARE THE GOSPEL WRITERS CREDIBLE?
By Wayne Jackson
The writers of the Gospel accounts-Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John-quite
definitely affirm that Jesus Christ claimed to be the Son of God, and that
he performed miracles to authenticate that affirmation. Further, they allege
that even though Jesus was put to death on the cross, after three days he
came out of the grave, thus, forcefully demonstrating that he is Jehovah's
beloved Son, and that his authority must be respected. There is really no
dispute about what the record claims. How do skeptics address these
historical records? Generally speaking, they assert that the New Testament
writers fabricated the accounts. The writers knew that Jesus did not do
these things; they simply invented the stories. Will this charge stand up in
the light of logical inquiry? Let us think about it for a moment. Logically
speaking, it is the case that either there is an eternity wherein one will
give an account for the deeds of his life, or else there is no existence
after death. The logical "law of the excluded middle"-a thing either is or
it is not-demands this.
Now, reflect upon the implications of this principle in light of the charge
that the New Testament writers lied about the events in the life of Christ.
If they believed in eternity, why would they falsify the records regarding
Jesus, knowing that such lies would exclude their entrance into heaven.
Lying is well nigh universally conceded to be unethical. On the other hand,
if Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John did not believe in eternal accountability,
and so callously fabricated the documents that affirmed Jesus' divine
nature, why would they have subjected themselves to the persecution that
accompanied Christianity-since this life would be all they believed they
would ever enjoy? It makes no sense at all. This is a problem that no
skeptic can explain. The New Testament documents are reliable!
_______________________________________________________________
Three people were talking about the "best" position for 
prayer. One thought it was important to hold one's hands 
together as he prayed. The second advocated that prayer 
was best when one 
was kneeling. The third insisted that 
standing was a suitable position. As they talked, a        
telephone repairman listened as he worked on a nearby 
phone system. Finally, he couldn't contain himself any 
longer and interjected, "I have found that the most       
powerful prayer I ever made was while I was dangling 
upside down from a power pole, suspended 40 feet above 
the ground!" 
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IS JESUS OUR FIRST PRIORITY?
By Richard Thetford
Jesus promises us that if we will confess Him before others, then He will confess us before His Father in heaven. However, if we deny Him before others then He   will deny us before His Father in   heaven (Matthew 10:32-33).
It is not easy to be a Christian.      
Christians cannot blend in with the 
world. It may be that we will need 
to make some very difficult            
decisions in order to maintain our 
fellowship with Christ. 
Serving Christ in all aspects of our 
life may mean that we have to be  
enemies with our very own            
household. Listen to the words of  
Jesus: "For I have come to 'set a  
man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who
loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it" (Matthew 10:35-39). Jesus is teaching us that our love, devotion, and loyalty must be for Him, even above our own family members. There is a
strong bond of love that usually exists within our physical family, but Jesus said the bond between us and Him must be stronger. When we made the most important decision of our life to be baptized into Christ we made a
commitment to be one with Him. 
That decision means that we cannot let our family, friends, and things of this world interfere with our love and service to Jesus. Can others truly see in each of us that our first priority is Jesus? God certainly knows the answer to that question (2 Corinthians 5:10; John 12:48).
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God Is The Answer!
"Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." (Eccl. 8:11) 
"Every 22 seconds someone in the USA is beaten, stabbed, shot, robbed, raped or killed. Nearly 2 million a year become violent-crime victims. But after doctors patch the wounded or give up on the dead, after the police file their reports, after the media and public tire of yet another tragic story, survivors and their families and friends find their lives ravaged by pain and fear. "You go crazy," says 
Genelle
 
Reilley
, 55, a Laguna Beach, Calif., homemaker whose 23-year-old daughter was stabbed to death in 1986. "We will never be really happy again." (From Robert Davis, USA TODAY, 11-26-93, p. 8A)
 
In this cruel, evil world of 
our's
, let us wholly trust in our God. He has the answer for every problem from the cradle to the grave. The next verses which follow Eccl. 8:11 say, "Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are prolonged, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, who fear before Him. But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he prolong his days, which are as a shadow, because he does not fear before God." (Eccl. 8:12-13) 
___________________________________
Can You Answer These 
KING 
Questions?
1. Who was the first king of Israel?
2. How old was 
Josiah
 when he became king?
3. Who is the king who wanted to kill Jesus?
4. Who was the king eaten by worms?
)
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Thinking I Am Something When I Am Nothing!
"When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom." (Prov. 11:2) "Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty, and before honor is humility." (Prov. 18:12)
 
A famous football coach was on vacation with 
his family in Maine. When they walked into a 
movie theater and sat down, the handful of 
people there applauded. He thought to 
himself, "I can't believe it. People recognize 
me all the way up here." Then a man came 
over to him and said, "Thanks for coming. 
They won't start the movie for fewer than ten 
people. With you and your family here, we 
now have more than ten." 
The "pride of life" is one of the avenues 
through which the devil tempts man. 
Regarding qualifications for elders, 1 Tim. 3:6 
says, "Not a novice, lest being lifted up with 
pride he fall into the condemnation of the 
devil." 
                                               
        
_____________________________________________
     
Thought to Ponder...
        
“What would you have if you 
        
woke up this morning with only 
        
the things you thanked God for
                                                                                  
 y
esterday?”
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Said the Farmer to the Fruit Tree
"Tree, I see all your nice green foliage and your sturdy trunk and root system, but where is your fruit?"  "You will notice, farmer, I am more firmly anchored than any tree in the orchard, and I have the most beautiful leaves to be seen anywhere.  Further, no broken, sagging limbs, and no scuff marks have I from workmen's shoes on my limbs."  "These might be impressive, but I planted you for the purpose of bearing fruit, not to look pretty and preserve yourself.
Suppose all my trees had your attitude!  Why have you not borne fruit?"  "I tried bearing fruit a few years ago.  Some of the beautiful fruit I worked so hard to develop fell to the ground and was lost. The odor was terrible!  Also, my limbs would bend and break in the effort, and my whole system was strained.  The painful treatment, as the workmen climbed my tender limbs and snapped my branches with their rapid strokes, was simply too much.  To cap off the whole problem with fruit bearing, I produced the most fruit of any tree in the orchard, and I didn't get any glory.  Now, under these circumstances farmer, what do you expect?"  "I expect, tree, you will make beautiful logs for my fireplace!"
Every tree that 
bringeth
 not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 
know them. Not 
every one
 that 
saith
 unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven.  
Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy 
name? 
and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works?  
And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you:  
depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity 
(Matthew
 7:19-23; see also 
John 15:1-8).
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A Bug In A Jar!
"And do not be conformed to this  
world, but be transformed by the   
renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and          
acceptable and perfect will of God." 
(Rom. 12:2) 
The word "transformed" is from the Greek word "
metamorphe
," (to transform or change) and is found only in the above verse and in Matt. 17:2 and Mark 9:2 where it is used of the transfiguration of Jesus. It is used in biology with reference to the change of the worm to the butterfly.
 
Once I put a huge ugly green worm, which I had found in the garden, into a jar. I did this to teach my small daughters the lesson of how a Christian is to be transformed from the world. The worm spun itself into a cocoon, and stayed there several days. One morning we looked into the jar, and there was a very beautiful butterfly. We released it, and it flew away. My girls were so impressed by my illustration that they filled the whole house with jars, with worms in them! 
In biology the emphasis is on the outward transformation; but in Christianity, it is on the inward. 
___________________________________
Can You Answer These 
KING 
Questions?
1. Who was the first king of Israel?
      
Saul  (I Samuel 10:24)
2. How old was 
Josiah
 when he became king?
      
8  (II Kings 22:1)
3. Who is the king who wanted to kill Jesus?
      
Herod (the great) (Matthew 2:13)
4. Who was the king eaten by worms?
      
Herod (Agrippa I) (Acts 12:21-23)
)
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“Do Not Grieve The Holy Spirit of God”
By Bryan Matthew 
Dockens
According to the apostle Paul, it is possible to afflict God with sorrow (Ephesians 4:30). Sin on the part of man is what grieves Him.
When “Jehovah saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” He “was SORRY that He had made man on the earth, and He was GRIEVED in His heart. So Jehovah said, ‘I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am SORRY that I have made them’” (Genesis 6:5-7). With that, the Almighty prepared Noah and his family for the flood by which He would exterminate the rest of mankind.
Of rebellious and ungrateful Israel, 
Asaph
 wrote, “often they provoked Him in the wilderness, and GRIEVED Him in the desert” (Psalm 78:10).
God declared, “For forty years I was GRIEVED with that generation, and said, ‘It is a people who go astray in their hearts, and they do not know My ways.’ So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest’”
(Psalm 95:10-11). Thus, the Lord let an entire generation of Hebrews perish in the desert, save faithful Joshua and Caleb, barring the wicked from the promised land of Canaan.
Although God was Savior and Redeemer to Israel
(Isaiah 63:8-9), “they rebelled and GRIEVED His Holy Spirit; so He turned Himself against them as an enemy, and He fought against them”
(Isaiah 63:10). The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob allowed His people to be subdued by foreigners and brought into captivity for their unfaithfulness.
The Mighty One is a God of emotion. He suffers anguish when the people He made violate His will. He feels betrayed when the people He singled out as His own rebel against Him. He is distressed when those toward whom He is loyal cheat on Him.
It is no different now. Sin hurts His feelings. So, Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). We do as our Lord commands because we care how He feels.
___________________________________________
Look around at what you 
       
have before you complain 
       
about what you don't have.
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Do Not Make Room For Evil
"When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, 'I will return to my house from which I came.' And when he comes, he finds it swept and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first." (Luke 11:24-26)
 
A man who drank heavily was converted to Christ and lived victoriously for several weeks. One day as he passed the open door of a tavern, the pungent odor drifting out aroused his old appetite for liquor. Just then he saw this sign in the window of a nearby cafe: "All the buttermilk you can drink -- 25 cents!" Dashing inside, he ordered one glass, then another, and still another. After finishing the third he walked past the saloon and was no longer tempted. He was so full of buttermilk that he had no room for that which would be injurious to him. The lesson is clear: to be victorious over our evil desires, we must leave no opportunity for them to repossess us. (From Bible Illustrator) 
Definitely, all new converts should replace their former evil way of life with good works; otherwise, they can quickly revert back to their old way and become worse than before their conversion. "Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh." (Gal. 5:16) 
______________________________________
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Three Way Young People 
 
Destroy Their Lives
By Mark A. Kennedy
I speak from personal experience and from reflections of others I have known and still know in prison. I have spent most of my life in prisons of one sort or another.
The first way young people destroy their lives is by seeking the wrong kind of place to belong when there seems to be no support at home. They are searching for attention, support and acceptance by anyone. Many times this comes in the form of gangs. The influence of gangs is very rarely positive. Gangs have reputations of trouble and those involved with them usually pay a dear price for belonging to one through death, prison, or physical and psychological harm. Proverbs 18:24 says: "
A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.
" I found that my "friends" left me when I got into trouble just as the Bible says they will, but God was at my side all the time waiting for me to call for His help (Acts 17:27,28).
   
)






























 (
The second way I found young people destroying their lives was by greed. They see something they want and take it at the cost of another's injury in many cases. They have not been taught that the way to get things honestly is by hard work and education. They see others steal and rob on TV and think that it is cool or okay. The one who steals always pays a heavy price. The Bible speaks about greed, too. Please read Psa. 17:12; Prov. 15:27; Isa. 56:11. Greed is the downfall of many good people and their families. Yes, their families suffer along with them from shame and reproach.
The third way that many young people destroy their lives is by lust of the flesh, eyes, and desires. What a person dwells upon will soon become actions. If a person reads or focuses on pornography, illicit sex, and such like, he will instill impure thoughts into his or her mind and heart. The more one thinks about these things the stronger the urge and desire becomes until they become uncontrolled actions. Read the story of David and Bathsheba. David looked, lusted, and such led to
...
the actions of adultery, deceit, and murder (2 Sam. 11).
I had to come to prison to learn the truth about my actions, but you can learn the truth right now where you are. You don't need to come to a place like this to learn. It is a very hard and lonely place. John 8:32 says: "
And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.
" I now belong to and hang with Jesus. He provides my needs, desires, and keeps my focus on His kingdom (Matt. 6:33) and on the needs of those around me that I may not fail. 
)
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Recommend This Church Twice Each Week
By Greg 
Gwin
Those who study ‘church growth’ tell us that our best opportunity for increase arises out of every member recommending their own congregation to people 
they know or with whom they have contact. Such 
recommendations should be brief, to-the-point   
statements that are designed to appeal to the    
specific individual. Here are some examples:
To a young family that has recently moved into your 
neighborhood: "It's great to meet you. If you ever 
think about looking for a new church here in our 
area, I'd like to recommend the 
Collegevue
         
(Chapman Highway) Church of Christ. We've got a 
lot of young families there, and we've got great  
classes for the kids. We'd love to have you visit. "
To someone you work with who may be going   
through a difficult time: "I know it's tough right now, 
but in times like this I've always gained a lot of   
strength from the people at church. Why don’t you 
come to church with me this Sunday?”
To someone you meet at the grocery who gives you 
an "opening" by something that is said: "I attend the 
Collegevue
 (Chapman Highway) Church of Christ, 
and I really love it there. If there's ever a time when 
you're looking for a church, I'd like to recommend 
this one. "
See how easy it is!  You can do this!  We ALL can 
do this!  And, it should be emphasized that we're all 
obligated to do this. Revelation 22:17 says: "... the 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth
 say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely." Let's get busy recommending this church - 
simply telling folks to "come." If each of us will make this recommendation twice each week, every one of us will have invited 100 people in a year. Just do it!!!
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GOOD AND EVIL
"Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." (Eccl. 8:11) 
"Every 22 seconds someone in the USA is beaten, stabbed, shot, robbed, raped or killed. Nearly 2 million a year become violent-crime victims. But after doctors patch the wounded or give up on the dead, after the police file their reports, after the media and public tire of yet another tragic story, survivors and their families and friends find their lives ravaged by pain and fear. "You go crazy," says 
Genelle
 
Reilley
, 55, a Laguna Beach, Calif., homemaker whose 23-year-old daughter was stabbed to death in 1986. "We will never be really happy again." (From Robert Davis, USA TODAY, 11-26-93, p. 8A) 
In this cruel, evil world of 
our's
, let us wholly trust in our God. He has the answer for every problem from the cradle to the grave. The next verses which follow Eccl. 8:11 say, "Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are prolonged, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, who fear before Him. But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he prolong his days, which are as a shadow, because he does not fear before God." (Eccl. 8:12-13) 
______________________________________
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Laying Up Treasure In Heaven
"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matt. 6:19-21) 
It is estimated that if the widow's mite had been deposited at the "First National Bank, Jerusalem" to draw four percent interest semi-annually, the fund today would total $4,800,000,000,000,000,000,000. If a bank on earth could multiply the widow's mite to such an astronomical figure, think what treasures this dedicated woman will have in heaven where "moth and rust doth not corrupt." (From 
Bible Illustrator
) 
_________________________________________
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How much do you worry about each of the following? Do you worry about that a lot, a little, or not at all? 
                
A Lot
     
A Little
     
Not At All
 
"That you will not have enough 
money to live comfortably".                30%       39%          31% 
"That you will not have enough
health insurance to pay for large
medical bills".                                     29%       31%          39%
"That you or someone in your 
household will lose your/their job".     17%       29%          53% 
"That you will not live long".               10%       31%          59% 
"That you will go to hell".                    10%       18%          70%
                                                               
 ---via The Harris Poll
Luke 12:4,5 "
And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him."
 
)
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Doing Odd Things to Get Even
B
y Steve Klein
Have you heard of someone cutting off their nose to spite their face? In an effort to get back at others, or teach somebody a lesson, people often wind up inflicting a lot of pain on themselves. Suicide bombers are a case in point. The bitterness and hatred that could lead a person to blow himself up just to harm those that (he thinks) have harmed him, reveals human vengeance for what it is: self-centeredness gone stupid.
In 
Genesis 34, 
there is the record of 
Shechem
, a prince of the 
Hivite
 people, violating Dinah the daughter of Jacob. To avenge their sister, Dinah's brothers Simeon and Levi devised an evil plan against 
Shechem
 and his people. They told 
Shechem
 that he could marry their sister if he and his men were circumcised. 
Shechem
 agreed. 
Genesis 34:25 
states, "Now it came to pass on the third day, when they were in pain, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, each took his sword and came boldly upon the city and killed all the males." While this vengeful atrocity appears at first to have evened the score, it did not. By their vigilante justice, Simeon and Levi made many enemies for their family from among the people of the land -- they had cut off their own nose, in a manner of speaking. "Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, 'You have troubled me by making me obnoxious among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites
; and since I am few in number, they will gather themselves together against me and kill me. I shall be destroyed, my household and I." 
(Genesis 34:30). 
Chapter thirty-five of Genesis goes on to tell how that it was only by God's protection that Jacob's family was able to safely flee to Bethel.
Vengeance does not belong to men; it belongs to God. "Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 
(Romans 12:19). 
There appear to be any number of reasons that God has not given individuals the right to avenge themselves. For one, we aren't wise enough to determine who deserves to be punished. Nor are we very good at deciding the appropriate degree of punishment to be inflicted. This is especially true when we are personally involved in a situation. Our judgment is imperfect at best, and often clouded by self-serving prejudice. But another reason we haven't been given the right to take vengeance for ourselves, and the main point of this article, is that our efforts to even a score are often so badly botched that they wind up hurting us more than anyone. Truly, "Whoever digs a pit will fall into it, and he who rolls a stone will have it roll back on him" 
(Proverbs 26:27)
. Let us give place to the wrath of God. "He will repay my enemies for their evil" 
(Psalm 54:5)
. 
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How Honest Are We?
 
When Abraham Lincoln was in the grocery store business in his young manhood, it is said that he once discovered that he had charged a customer six cents too much on a bill of goods.  That night, after he had closed his store, Lincoln walked three miles to the home of the person he had shortchanged and returned the six cents. 
Late one evening he waited on a woman who wanted a half pound of tea.  Next morning he noticed a six-ounce weight on the scales.  He immediately closed the store and delivered to her tea to compensate for the error.  Many such incidents in his life won for him the affectionate title of "Honest Abe."  He became a great president.
Men with such honesty need to be in high places.  They are needed the world over in every calling of life, from the lowest to the highest, and let's not overlook the church -- they are needed there too.  Not only must we be honest with our fellow man, but we are also under obligation to be honest with our God.  He has given us life, a soul, a world in which to live and all the blessings that sustain life.  It is nothing but fairness and honesty that we return a portion of what God has given us to further His cause.  A refusal to do this is called dishonesty according to God's own indictment.  This is His charge of dishonesty:  "Will a man rob God?  Yet ye have robbed me.  But you say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation" 
(Malachi 3:8, 9).
 
______________________________________
Moving on The Right Track!
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Humbly Grateful 
                    or 
Grumbly
 Hateful?
"Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, 'Behold, we are your servants.' Joseph said to them, 'Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.' And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them." (Gen. 50:18-21). 
Several years ago, I heard a preacher in his sermon ask, "Are you humbly grateful or 
grumbly
 hateful?" Truly, in every situation we can look at what we've lost and be 
grumbly
 hateful, or we can consider our blessings and be humbly grateful. Joseph is a grand example of choosing to be grateful instead of hateful in the face of betrayal. Though his brothers had sold him into slavery, and though he now had the power and opportunity to crush them, he chose to be humbly grateful for the present blessings of God.
Col. 3:15 says, "And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful." 
_________________________________________
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"But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a     
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does."  
(James 1:25) 
Jesus said, "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in  
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard." (Matt. 20:1) Let us be active, faithful 
workers in the vineyard of the Lord.
 
Will Rogers said, "Even though you are on the right track, if you don't move, you will be run over." Those who are not active in the kingdom will be cast out by the Lord. "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth." (Rev. 3:16) Let us not be forgetful hearers, but doers of the work. 
)[image: http://www.presentermedia.com/files/clipart/00004000/4888/train_track_pc_md_wm.jpg]
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People Are Funny
B
y Garner S. Hall
Isn't it strange that people will become offended at the statement of a simple truth? Many become offended when a preacher states that one cannot find the names of denominational churches in the Bible. Why? Is it not the truth? Do they want the preacher to tell a lie?
Most members of denominations know denominations "are not mentioned in the Bible, yet they are content to stay in them. This is strange too. How do they figure they are following the Bible? The Bible reveals to us church Jesus built, which is His bride, for which He died. Jesus adds all the saved to it. 
(Acts 2:47)
 Yet they choose to be members of denominations built by men, and which are not mentioned in the Bible! I confess that it is strange to me how they think they are following the Bible.
It is strange the people say there is nothing in a name. They know the New Testament church always had the name of God or Christ attached (if any name was attached); never any man's name. But now they say the name has nothing to do in identifying the New Testament church. Suppose one who is a member of the Baptist church in Texas should go to England on a visit. There he begins to look for his church. Suppose he visits every church in the country and not one has the Baptist name attached to it. What would he conclude? He would decide that his church was not in England.
Suppose one who never heard of the great system of
  
 
denominations in the world should be given a Bible and 
instructed to follow it. He has never heard of the Bible, 
never heard of any church. First he reads the Bible, then 
starts out to find the church it teaches. He asks no
      
 
questions of others. He merely follows the Bible. If he
 
 
should come to a church with a sign "First Baptist Church" 
would he have any idea he had found the church his book 
called for? Would he take so much as a second look at a 
church with the sign "First Presbyterian Church" or one 
"First Methodist Church"?
"I am come in my 
Fathers
 name, and ye receive me not:  if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. How can ye believe, who receive glory one of another, and the glory that cometh from the only God ye seek not." 
(John 5:43, 44.)
I implore you to turn your ears from thoughtless popular assertions and let God's word lead.
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‘I'd Like You To Meet My Pastor’
By Jim King
Most people who use the above phrase are using the word "pastor" as synonymous with the words preacher, evangelist or minister. In other words, they intend to introduce you to the man who preaches in the pulpit where they go to church. Yet despite the word being overwhelmingly used in this way, the Bible teaches that a pastor and a typical preacher are not the same.
There  are three principal words 
or   concepts   which  the   New 
Testament uses to describe the 
men  called   pastors  and  their 
work.  Besides  the word pastor 
(or shepherd), the  words  elder 
and  bishop  (or  overseer)  are 
also  used.  These  terms  refer 
respectively  to the tending and 
feeding  of  the  flock,  the  age 
and spiritual  maturity  of  these 
men, and to the work of overseeing to which they are appointed. These concepts come together and show themselves to be referring to the same men in such scriptures as Acts 20:17,28 and Titus1:5,7. Notice that in Acts 20:17, these men are called "elders of the church," and in verse 28 they are told to  tend, shepherd, or be pastors of the church of God, the flock over which the Holy Spirit had made them overseers (or bishops). Likewise, in Titus1:5, instructions about appointing elders begin, and in verse 7, a man doing the work is described as an "overseer." It is obvious that all of these descriptions are simply different slants on the same men or work.
But the differences between preachers and pastors are more than semantics or a nit-picking technicality. For one thing, the Scriptures always speak of a plurality of elders in every church. So if a church has only one pastor, it has at least one too few. Furthermore, specific qualifications and characteristics must be met before men can be appointed as pastors (I Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). At times, the work of preachers and pastors may overlap, but they are not the same.
If we understand what we mean, we are on safe ground by calling Bible things by Bible names.
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CAN YOU ANSWER THIS RIDD
LE?
Adam, God made out of dust, 
But thought it best to make me first.
So I was made sometime before man,
To answer God’s most holy plan.
A living being I became,
And Adam gave to me my name.
I, from his presence, then withdrew,
And more of Adam I never knew.
I did my Maker’s Law obey,
Nor never went from it astray.
Thousands of miles I go in fear,
But seldom on earth do I appear.
For purpose wise which God did see,
He put a living soul in me.
The soul in me, God had fed,
Until, finally, the soul had fled.
I am the same
As when first made.
Without hands, feet, or face,
I travel on from place to place.
I labor hard by day and night,
To fallen man I give great light.
Thousands of people, young and old,
Will, by my death, great light behold.
No right or wrong can I conceive,
The Scriptures I cannot believe.
Although my name therein is found,
They are, to me, an empty sound.
No fear of death doth trouble me,
Real happiness I’ll never see.
To heaven I shall never go,
Nor to hell far below.
Now when, these lines, you slowly read,
Go search your Bible with all speed.
For that my name is written there,
I do, honestly, to you, declare…
"The answer is ONE word!"
Your Answer... ____________________________
)
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REAPING WHAT WE SOW
"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for  whatever 
a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to 
his flesh will of the  flesh  reap  corruption, but  he  who 
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life." 
(Gal. 6:7-8)
 
A  farmer posted  a "No Trespassing"  sign to keep the 
neighborhood boys  from  crossing  his  property.  One 
embittered young  man vowed  revenge. One  night he 
walked all over the man's farm with a  sack of Johnson 
Grass seed and sowed it in every field. Johnson Grass 
spreads rapidly and is a weed that is almost impossible 
to eradicate.
 
A few years later, the boy married the farmer's only daughter. In a short time, the old man died, and the boy inherited the farm. He spent the rest of his life fighting Johnson Grass.
 
We reap what we sow both physically and spiritually, both now and in eternity. 
_______________________________________________________________
GOD CREATED MAN
"Then God said, 'Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness...'" (Gen. 1:6) 
A few years ago, Rabbi Jacob 
Karmenetzky
 made a trip to Israel accompanied by his teenage grandson. Ironically, these two deeply religious people were seated in the airplane next to a prominent Israeli socialist leader and outspoken atheist. On the flight, the cynical atheist traveler couldn't help noticing the way the teenage boy attended to the needs of his aged, bearded grandfather. He got up to get the old man a glass of water, helped him remove his shoes and put on some slippers, and otherwise demonstrated that the rabbi's comfort represented his primary concern.
At one point, as the boy got up for yet another errand on behalf of the old man, the atheist could contain himself no longer. "Tell me something," he asked the rabbi. "Why does your grandson treat you like some kind of a king? I have a grandson, too, but he wouldn't give me the time of day." "It's very simple," the old man replied. "My grandson and I both believe in a God who rules the universe and created all things, including the first man. That means that, in the boy's eyes, I'm two generations closer to the hand of God, Himself. But in the eyes of your grandson, you're just two generations closer to a monkey." (From columnist Michael 
Medved
) 
What one believes about the origin of man makes all the difference in the world. 
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B
y 
Cloyce
 Sutton II
I am thankful for sleep.
Our bodies are designed to need rest. Most of us need about 7-8 hours of sleep to recharge and refresh. Many of us get fewer hours; some get more. But there's nothing like the feeling you have after going to bed at a decent hour, sleeping uninterrupted, and awaking when your body is ready. As rare as it may be, it is truly wonderful.
Now having said that, I am also thankful that our God never sleeps. It is a bit ironic that the one who designed us to need sleep needs no rest himself. That is good for all of us.
1 - I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; 
From where shall my help come? 
2 - My help comes from the LORD, 
Who made heaven and earth. 
3 - He will not allow your foot to slip; 
He who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 - Behold, He who keeps Israel 
Will neither slumber nor sleep. 
(Psalm 121.1-4)
This "restlessness" of God is part of his eternal vigilance on behalf of his creation. Because he is not bound by time and unaffected by weariness and toil, night and day are alike to him. He is always alert, always watching, 
always present.
For today, get some rest, and be 
thankful for the One who never 
does.
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CAN YOU ANSWER THIS RIDD
LE?
Adam, God made out of dust, 
But thought it best to make me first.
So I was made sometime before man,
To answer God’s most holy plan.
A living being I became,
And Adam gave to me my name.
I, from his presence, then withdrew,
And more of Adam I never knew.
I did my Maker’s Law obey,
Nor never went from it astray.
Thousands of miles I go in fear,
But seldom on earth do I appear.
For purpose wise which God did see,
He put a living soul in me.
The soul in me, God had fed,
Until, finally, the soul had fled.
I am the same
As when first made.
Without hands, feet, or face,
I travel on from place to place.
I labor hard by day and night,
To fallen man I give great light.
Thousands of people, young and old,
Will, by my death, great light behold.
No right or wrong can I conceive,
The Scriptures I cannot believe.
Although my name therein is found,
They are, to me, an empty sound.
No fear of death doth trouble me,
Real happiness I’ll never see.
To heaven I shall never go,
Nor to hell far below.
Now when, these lines, you slowly read,
Go search your Bible with all speed.
For that my name is written there,
I do, honestly, to you, declare…
"The answer is ONE word!"
Your Answer... _______
WHALE
_
___________
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HOW DID YOU DO?
)
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Three Men Rebel Against Hypocrisy
                         B
y Bill Hall
Three men rebel against hypocrisy, but they vary greatly in their 
reactions.
 
The first man
 
 turns 
 
to
 
 total moral abandonment. He 
throws off all restraint as he gives himself to the fulfillment of every fleshly desire. "Self" becomes his god. He hardens himself to the tears of his family as he goes out to do what he wants to do. His "justification" for his shameful conduct: "At least I'm not a hypocrite!"
The second man goes to the opposite extreme. He is fed up with the weakness and hypocrisy that he sees in all the churches, and he is not going to be like such people. He will become a Christian and from the beginning "he's going to live with it." He will be an example of what a Christian really ought to be. To him, the cure for hypocrisy is perfection.
The third man wants to avoid hypocrisy in his life, but at the same time, he has a deep sense of his own imperfection. So he takes on no air in infallibility, but sets out to be genuine. His genuineness soon becomes apparent to others. He does not claim perfection, but he strives for perfection. As he worships God, he does not claim to be perfect as a worshipper, but when the singing begins he gives his heart to what he's doing; when the prayer is led, he listens and makes the prayer his prayer; during the supper he meditates on the suffering of the Lord; and throughout the sermon he participates in a study of God's word; if his mind wanders, he brings it back; and when the worship period ends, he asks God to forgive him for his failure and to accept his worship in spite of his imperfection. When he goes to his job, he does not claim perfection among his fellow workers, but they know that he will try to give eight hours of work for eight hours of pay; that he is trustworthy; that he is pure in speech and life; and that if he is ever overcome by pressure around him to sin, he will humbly seek the forgiveness of those who have been wronged.
He is the same in the home. His family respects him because he is genuine and does not claim strength and goodness beyond reality. His family sees his faults, but his one redeeming quality that enables him to maintain their respect is his ability to say, "I'm sorry." In every area of his life, he walks humbly before his God and his fellow man.
Our third man has found the true cure for hypocrisy. The first man, if he does not repent, will someday be a miserable wretch, his life completely torn and shattered. The second man is headed for disillusionment. His goals are unreal; his outlook is totally wrong. But the man who "walks humbly with his God" and is wholly free from guile and is a blessed man indeed. His life and his attitude with God is what God wants it to be and he lives in hope of heaven.
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:3).
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Are You in the Path of the Storm?
By Steve Klein
The powerful destructive force of Hurricane Ivan was witnessed by many in Alabama and Florida this past week. Thousands upon thousands fled coastal areas to avoid the storm's path. But a few foolhardy individuals did not. Some actually traveled great distances in order to get in Ivan's way and experience its fury firsthand. We're made to wonder about the sanity and sense of those who would make such a choice. Yet, in the spiritual realm, many make similar choices 
everyday
.
In Proverbs 1:27-30, Wisdom warns that those who reject her have chosen a disastrous destiny indeed. They have placed themselves in the path of a terrifying storm with little hope of rescue. Wisdom says, 
"When your terror comes like a storm, and your destruction comes like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish come upon you. 28 "Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me. 29 Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the LORD, 30 They would have none of my counsel And despised my every rebuke." 
My friends, when we reject instruction, correction or rebuke that is based in the wisdom of God, we are choosing to be destroyed by the storms of life. 
But it is so easy to dismiss criticism and rebuke. We rationalize our actions. We justify ourselves. We may do this whether it is that we've been told that we need to attend assemblies of the church more faithfully, or study our Bibles more frequently, or stop smoking, or stop speeding, or stop gossiping or any other of 1,000 rebukes we might need to hear. All too often we choose to stay in the path of the storm.
A day before Ivan hit, the weather was beautiful. It might have been easy for those in Ivan's path to convince themselves that no storm was coming -- that they could continue as they were, where they were. If that's what the news and media outlets had been saying, many would have stayed. It is easier and more pleasant to be told what we want to hear. But, "It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to hear the song of fools" (Ecclesiastes 7:5).
Be wise. Flee the storm. Listen carefully and humbly to rebuke. Make corrections in your life where they are needed. "Rebuke is more effective for a wise man Than a hundred blows on a fool" (Proverbs 17:10).
.
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To Conquer Self
"He who is slow to anger is better 
than the mighty, and he who rules 
his spirit than he who takes a city." (Prov. 16:32)
 
Erwin 
Lutzer
, in his book 
Managing Your Emotions
, writes: "We all know that Alexander the Great conquered the world. But what few people know is that this mighty general could not conquer himself. Cletus, a dear friend of Alexander's and a general in his army, became intoxicated and ridiculed the emperor in front of his men. Blinded by anger, quick as lightning, Alexander snatched a spear from the hand of a soldier and hurled it at Cletus. Though he had only intended to scare the drunken general, his aim was true and the spear took the life of his childhood friend. Deep remorse followed his anger. Overcome with guilt, Alexander tried to take his own life with the same spear, but was stopped by his men. For days he lay sick calling for his friend Cletus, chiding himself as a murderer." 
Lutzer
 concluded by saying, "Alexander the Great conquered many cities. He conquered many countries, but he failed miserably to conquer his own self."
 
Truly, he who rules his own spirit is better than he who takes a city. 
_________________________________________
GOSPEL MEETING
October 5-9
7:30 PM
Speaker L.A. Stauffer
Make your plans!
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PEER PREASURE
By 
Bob Waldron
Much of God's covenant with Israel of old dealt with human relations. Various and sundry laws pointed out how the Jew was to conduct himself among his peers. One of these admonitions was, "
Thou 
shalt
 not follow a multitude to do evil
" (Ex. 23:2). This was a very important decree; it showed the danger of peer pressure and pointed out very explicitly the dangers of being led astray by evil men. Peer pressure was an important factor in their lives; it has been from that time to the present. And perhaps as never before, peer pressure is an issue we have to wrestle with.
A leading educator noted that peer pressure is the strongest influence exerted on young people today. He stated that in most cases it is twice as strong as the influence of home and family, and yields a far greater influence than religion. I share this educator's convictions. All young people want to be accepted by their peers. And if to do so means disobeying parents and selling out personal convictions, some are willing to do so just to be a part of the bunch.
In dealing with young folks and their problem of peer pressure, we often quote and expound on 1 Corinthians 15:33 -- "
Evil companionships corrupt good morals
." I contend this is a very important verse dealing with this subject. This admonition does caution against the dangers of peer pressure being exerted by those who are void of spiritual convictions and virtues. Let us continue to warn our young people of the dangers of their associates that rob them of their virtues.
But is all peer pressure centered in young people? Does this pressure cease when we become adults? Well, certainly at all stages of life there are peer pressures put on us by those with whom we mix and mingle day by day. The Bible is not silent on this matter. Men and women of God have always faced immense pressures in dealing with their peers. And when God has spoken, He has always done so with a stern warning against letting our associates rob us of our moral integrity.
One of the most striking examples of this occurred in the life of Peter. Peter is one of our favorite Bible characters. He was truly one of Christ's most ardent followers. We hear him saying, "
Even if I must die with thee, yet I will not deny thee
" (Matt. 26:25). We hear him declare, "
Lord, with thee I am ready to go both to prison and death
" (Luke 22:33). But on that fateful night of the arrest and mock trial of the Lord, Peter "
followed afar off
" (Matt. 26:53); he stood with the wrong crowd, the enemies of the Lord (Matt. 26:69). And upon being asked of his allegiance to Christ, he cursed, swore, and denied that he even knew Him (Matt. 26:69-74). Peter, when alone in a crowd of unbelievers who were the enemies of Christ, relented to peer pressure. 
                                                >>>
    
.
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>>> 
What a lesson for the Christian today. I contend that when we are alone, with the wrong crowd, those with no regard for the Lord nor spiritual values, we are at the most vulnerable moment of our spiritual life. And so often, like Peter, the pressures from our peers lead to our downfall. There are numerous other examples in the New Testament on this subject. 
Peer pressure played a leading role in the rejection of Christ by the rulers of the synagogue (John 12:42,43). The Scriptures tell us they believed on Him, "
but because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should be put out of the synagogue. For they loved the glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God.
"
Likewise, peer pressure was the deciding factor in the heinous crime of Herod (Matt. 14:1-12; Mark 6:23). Herod feared and respected John, but his oath, along 
with"
them
 that sat at meat with him
" (his peers) prevented him from backing down on his promise, and resulted in the vile deed of having John the Baptist put to death. In this we see the influence and power of wicked men and the insidiousness of peer pressure.
But there is another side of the coin of peer pressure. Not all the characters of the Bible collapsed under the pressure of their associates. Many stood, often alone, in the face of severe pressures put on them by others.
Let us ever be aware of the immense pressures put on us by our peers, especially those with no regard for God and spiritual values. And let us profit from the mistakes others made and redouble our efforts to not yield to these peer pressures as they did. 
______________________________________
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God 
be
ing
 satisfied
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace..." (Eph. 1:7) 
Suppose that a man rented a large field from another and promised to pay a thousand dollars for the rental at the end of the year. The agreement is signed. If the harvest has been poor because of drought, pests, storms, poor fertilizing, or whatever, the man who rented the field may wish he had never signed the agreement. He may wish that the owner take half of the harvest instead of demanding cash. However, the agreement had been signed and there is nothing to do but abide by it. 
If, however, the owner should say that he would accept fifty bushels of corn instead of the money, compliance would put an end to the agreement. If the owner should say he would accept twenty bushels of grain, that is the end of the matter. If the owner should say that he would free the man from his debt if he would sing him a song, that ends the matter. It is the owner who must be satisfied. 
God must be satisfied in the matter of our sin. When one believes and obeys the Lord, God declares a man free from his sin. God declares Himself fully satisfied because of what the Lord has done for us. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. 
_________________________________________ 
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“There isn't a person anywhere who isn't capable of doing more than he thinks he can.”
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COURAGEOUIS DESIRE
By Gary Henry
"Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, 'Do you see this woman? I entered your house, you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, 
for she loved much. But to whom 
little is forgiven, the same loves little.' Then He said to her, 'Your sins are forgiven.'" (
Lk
. 7:44-48).
If There's One Thing That Is Obvious About Love, It's That Love Wants To Show Itself: -- Love (that is, real love) is active. Like a healthy toddler, it can't sit
 still for very long. It always 
wants to be doing something, preferably to act out its desires.
Like faith, love is not only active, it is willing to take 
significant risks. The 
 
woman in 
Lk
. 7, 
 
whose 
 
love 
led her to anoint the Lord's feet with 
 
expensive oil, 
ri
sked several  things  to  show  her 
love. 
 
For
 
 one 
thing, 
 
she 
 
accepted 
  
the
 
 risk 
  
of 
 
real 
 
loss. 
 
The 
ointment 
 
was 
  
costly, 
 
but 
  
wanting 
 
to 
 
show 
 
her 
love, 
 
she 
 
was 
 
willing 
 
to 
 
make 
 
a sacrifice (suffer 
an actual, 
 
couldn't -
 
 afford - it loss)
 
 to do
 
 so. 
 
But 
second, she accepted the risk of the disapproval of 
others. To show her love for the Lord, 
 
she
 
 pushed 
past the "respectable" crowd and did something that incurred criticism from those, like Simon, who loved the Lord with nothing more than an official love.
Today, we need to be careful, but we also need to be brave. Love doesn't give us the right to do anything we please in showing our love for the Lord. We 
know nothing about what pleases 
Him except what He has revealed to us in His Word, and we dare not disregard the Scriptures in deciding how to show our love. But that said, it's important for us to be courageous in the desires of our love. All the scriptural correctness in the world will not accomplish anything if it is not carried out in active love.
"The loving are the daring" (Bayard Taylor). Our lives and our relationship with God would be richer if we loved Him more deeply, dreamed of showing our lov
e more extravagantly, and then 
demonstrating our love faith more boldly and bravely. It's time we got over our fears: our fear of being hurt and our fear that others will think we're crazy.
 What if the woman in 
Lk
. 7 had 
stifled her desire and done the "sensible" thing? Well, the world -- and certainly the Lord's cause -- would have been much the poorer.
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‘I Will, But Not Right Now’
By Greg 
Gwin
What would you think of a man who tells his wife:
“I know there are some things I need to change in order to be a proper husband – and I plan to make those changes – but not right now.  I have some things I want to do first, pursue some of my hobbies, hang out with my friends, go places and do things I like.  After I get all of that stuff done, I’ll take care of my ‘home duties’.”
You would think this 
fella
 is an incredible jerk!  What is he thinking!  Does he really expect his wife to wait – to put up with his selfish, childish conduct until he is ready to get serious about their relationship?  NO!  He needs to get things right – RIGHT NOW!
If this is what we’d expect and demand from a husband toward his wife, why would we think differently about an individual’s duties toward God?  Can you imagine how He feels when people selfishly pursue all their own desires while continually postponing their obedience to Him.
There are many who know what they should do – and they claim that they intend to do it – but they keep procrastinating.  It is an affront to the God who loves us and who constantly blesses us with “every good gift” (James 1:17).
For all those who express their     
plans to obey the gospel, ‘but not  
right now’, we urge you to think     
seriously about how God perceives 
this delay.
For those who have initially           
obeyed, but have fallen into a state 
of unfaithfulness – please consider 
that Gold says you have “trodden 
under foot
 the Son of God, and     
hath counted the blood of the        
covenant, wherewith (you were)    
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:29).
Planning to do right, but not right now?  Better think again!
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When Nobody Notices
    By Shane Williams
Perhaps you've seen the sign that 
reads, "Housework is something   
you do that nobody notices unless 
you don't do it."
The truth behind that statement    
applies to more than just house-   
work. People seem to have no      
trouble noticing our failures --        
anger, impatience, criticism, or imperfections. Who notices when we "sometimes" get it right? Sometimes we feel that nobody sees or appreciates what we may do. This may be true except for one reassuring reality: God sees and He appreciates.
There are many great and beautiful things in this world that may go unnoticed: A beautiful sunrise that we are not awake to see, the many beauties that lie underwater, etc. These magnificent things are there and those immense things happen, whether we see them or not. God sees.
That reality can also be a source of security or comfort for us. According to the apostle Paul, we are 
ulitimately
 serving Jesus Christ.  "Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father" (Colossians 3:17).  "Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve" (Colossians 3:23,24).
We are to serve Him with an attitude of thanksgiving and from the heart. The Lord not only sees and values what we do, but He also will reward us. "And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary" (Galatians 6:9). 
)
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The Encourager is Encouraged
B
y Gary Henry
“For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established — that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me” 
(Romans 1:11,12)
.
The process of encouragement is rarely a one-way street.
 
Almost without exception, the encourager is encouraged in the very act of trying to encourage someone else. And the reverse is also true. By neglecting to encourage others, we deprive ourselves of much-needed encouragement that we might otherwise receive.
Paul’s relationship with the Christians in Rome is interesting. He expected, when he got to Rome, to encourage their faith, but he also expected to be encouraged by them as well. Great apostle though he was, he needed the mutual strengthening that would come from their association. He needed their strength hardly any less than they needed his. But his encouragement would come from helping them — not by saying, “What can you do for me?”
Perhaps the mutual nature of encouragement is one reason that so many of us spend so much time in the dark valleys of discouragement. We spend so little time trying to encourage anyone else, it’s little surprise that we find ourselves so downhearted. Epidemics of discouragement should be expected in societies that are as self-centered as ours. One of the most disheartening things in the world is to be focused on whether others are lifting us up and brightening our spirits as they “ought” to be doing.
But even when we’re encouraging others, we won’t be encouraged if we don’t LISTEN to ourselves. When we’re figuring out what the other person needs to hear, we usually discover things that WE need to hear, but those lessons will be lost on us if we don’t listen to our own instruction. And really, why should our friends take our advice if we’re not willing to take it ourselves? “Physician,” our friends might say, “heal yourself!” 
(Luke 4:23).
But teaching — whether by instruction, exhortation, or encouragement — can be a wonderfully beneficial exercise. It can help both parties, the giver no less than the recipient. So look for somebody to encourage. Find out what truth THEY need to hear, and then listen to that truth YOURSELF. You’ll be encouraged.
“We cannot hold a torch to light another’s path without brightening our own” (Ben 
Sweetland
).
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Who Would You Blame?
Read This Little Bit Of Fiction (or is it?)
By Dudley Ross Spears!
When he was a baby, they were so proud to take him to worship. Everyone "
oohed
 and 
aahed
" and played "
kitcky-koo
." They never missed a service at church.
As a little boy, they taught him to behave during the worship. They helped him regularly with his Bible class lessons. When he turned eight, things changed a little. His father took a job that meant lots of extra money for the family, but less time for worship. His father always insisted on his going to Bible classes and worship with his mother. His son had to learn to love the Lord and hopefully would obey the gospel and be a fine Christian. But the father found it increasingly difficult to go with his family.
At eleven, the father thought it was time for his son to be a great athlete and so introduced him to all the little leagues in football, basketball, and baseball. The boy did so well in sports that sometimes he had to play in a game or practice on Wednesday nights. Naturally, he need to focus on athletics. He did.
When he became a teenager he began thinking that one day he too would be successful like Dad. He would bring home lots of money, drive fine cars, and dress in expensive clothes. He learned by observation how important these things were to his father. At fifteen, he still had not obeyed the gospel.
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God's compass
"...And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." (2 Tim. 3:15)
 
A ship was wrecked on the high seas. As the sailors were making their escape in small boats, suddenly two of them sprang overboard, swam back and entered the ship. At great risk to their lives, they then swam back to the small boat with something of great value in their hands. They had forgotten to take their compass.
 
As we Christians set sail into the great, unknown sea of life, let us not forget to take with us God's compass, the holy Scriptures. The Scriptures contain sure and explicit directions to eternal life. They are God's compass which can guide us to the safest harbor and the strongest fortified port. Believers who ignore the Scriptures will certainly be ashamed at the judgment. 
_________________________________________ 
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By and by his father received several promotions and raises. He became a chief executive in his firm. Attending services at church became less important than meetings with clients, associates, and other businessmen. Soon Sunday found him at 8 a.m. on number one tee at the local country club. His son always wanted to go and, if nothing else, caddy for his Dad. He really admired his father. By now his interest in Bible study was zero. He found excuse after excuse not to attend worship.
Mother also felt the pressures of her husband's new responsibilities. There were parties to attend -- and organize. There were social clubs she was expected to join. She found that she actually enjoyed all of this immensely. She had important friends and was very popular in society. She also found less and less time to worship. She had turned down the opportunity to teach a class of children -- no telling how many times.
At eighteen he entered college. He never attended another worship. He never obeyed the gospel.
One night during a frat party he took a "chug-a-lug" dare and became exceedingly drunk. The story in the local newspaper began with, "A tragic accident involving several young people took the life of a prominent business man's ..." It was a sad funeral. Family and friends from all over attended. One person pondered thoughtfully why the boy never was saved. He wondered, "Who was to blame?"
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The Will to Grow
By L. A. Stauffer
There is no mystery about what happens if a person refuses to eat or if a plant does not receive adequate water, sunshine, and nutrients from the soil. Neither the person nor the plant will grow. Both will deteriorate and die.
Can it be any different spiritually if a Christian neglects daily to receive spiritual food and nutrition from the word of God? The word of God is not only described as a seed that germinates and produces life in the hearts of men, but it is also called “milk” and “meat” that sustains and generates growth in the spirits of God’s people (1 Pet 2:1; Heb 5:11-14).
No one can seriously and sensibly doubt what happens to Christians who neglect or refuse to learn and receive into their souls the “bread of life”––the spiritual manna that God sent down from heaven in the person of Jesus and in His word by the revelation of truth through the Holy Spirit. As Jesus said, this manna is “spirit and life”––designed perfectly to generate life and perfect it in the fear and holiness of God (John 6:23; 2 
Cor
 7:1-2).
Why then do brethren whine about three services a week and ask: “Is it necessary to attend every service? Do we have to assemble Sunday and Wednesday evenings for worship and Bible study?  Or, as some often complain: Why do we have to have two gospel meetings a year plus the addition of day services during those weeks? The way I’ve heard brethren put it now for more than 50 years: “Does the command to forsake not the assembling together include Sunday and Wednesday evenings?” Frankly, it’s all I can do to look someone in the eyes and respond to such an infantile question. Yes, I said “infantile question.”
This is a question that comes from the lips of “babes” in Christ who have no will to thrive. They have not yet grasp the principle of “seek ye first his kingdom and his righteousness”; they see no need to grow to avoid stumbling and falling; and they have not learned to love and value the soul above the body and the desires and pleasure of the flesh. The “desire” and the “will” to grow spiritually are missing. There is no genuine appetite for spiritual food, for spiritual growth, for spiritual health. 
To me this is the most fundamental and frustrating problem we have among brethren––here and everywhere. And 
its
 not just abandoning services on Sunday and Wednesday evenings; it, among many of us, includes regular absences from Sunday morning worship. We have a half of a dozen to a dozen brethren here who have no will to assemble Sunday mornings to honor and remember Jesus in the fellowship and communion of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus went to the cross for them and they cannot get out of bed and assemble with His church to commune with Him, and in that way honor him and say, “thanks.
Examine your thoughts about the meeting we’re having this week, brethren. Do you feel weary about all the trouble it will create for you and your family this week? Now read Malachi 1:13 and how Israel felt about the demands of worship.
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A Dozen Ways to Murder a Church
     By Mark White
If you would like to kill the work of your local congregation, then I have the perfect plan:
1. Skip services often and encourage others to skip, too.
2. When you do attend, come in late and cause a little disturbance. While there, take a good nap.
3. Always be critical and nit-picky
4. Never volunteer to help, but always complain about the way the volunteers are doing things.
5. Even though you don’t want to volunteer, still act annoyed and put out when you don’t get an important job.
6. If asked directly to give your opinion, act like you don’t have one. Later, get on the phone and tell others how things should have been done in the first place.
7. Never do more than absolutely necessary, then accuse those who are doing the work of being a clique.
8. Withhold your contribution and tell-others why you don’t think they should support the work either.
9. When you do volunteer for a job, just do a half hearted mediocre job.
10. Never compliment or encourage any of the members.
11. Don’t bother with converting anyone, but if you do, then make sure that they are as negative and disruptive as you.
12.Every time you hear some juicy gossip be sure to tell everyone you can. After all, it is your duty to proclaim the truth. Your brethren have a right to know.
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The Fathers Voice...
"But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder
 of those who diligently seek Him." (Heb. 11:6) 
At a burning building in New York City's Harlem, a blind girl was perched in the fourth-floor window. The firemen had become desperate. They couldn't fit the ladder truck between the buildings, and they 
couldn't get her to jump into a 
net, which she, of course,   
couldn't see. Finally, her father 
arrived and shouted through 
the bull horn that there was a 
net and that she was to jump 
on his command. The girl   
jumped and was so completely 
relaxed that she did not break a bone or even strain a muscle in the four-story fall. Because she trusted her father completely, when she heard her father's voice, she did what he said was best. (From 
1500 Illustrations for Biblical Preaching
, 
p. 135)
 
Likewise, let us have simple, trusting faith in God and His word, knowing that He knows what's best for us.  
_________________________________________
"Honor your father 
and mother," 
which is the first 
commandment 
with promise: 
   
- Ephesians 6:2.
)
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THE CHURCH'S 
        
PURPOSE
                            By Bill Hall
What is the purpose of the Lord's church? Is it to eradicate poverty, disease, social injustice, illiteracy from among men? Is it to bring about a cessation of war and conflict? Is it to campaign for a temptation-free society for Christians to live in?
If the church had as one of its great goals the eradication of disease, the Lord could have easily equipped it to accomplish that goal. Could not the same power that enabled one blind man to see have enabled all blind man to see; that enabled one lame man to walk have enabled all lame people to walk; that cured many people of varied diseases have cured all people of all diseases? And could not this same power have been given to the church in all 
generations?
If the church has as one of its great goals the eradication of poverty, the Lord could have easily equipped it to accomplish this purpose. After all, He fed the five thousand with five loaves and two fishes. He similarly fed four thousand on another occasion. Could not He who did these marvelous works have enabled His church in all generations to feed, clothe, and shelter the impoverished masses of the world through miraculous powers?
If the Lord had wanted His church to become a lobbyist group to apply political pressure toward a temptation and persecution free society in which to live, He would have given instructions in that direction. He did not even lead His church into a direct effort to destroy slavery, but taught the Christian slave to be a better slave and the Christian master to treat his slaves as he would have his heavenly Master treat him (Colossians 3:22-4:1).
The church's purpose is to save souls and prepare people for eternity- It holds out to the impoverished the hope of some day walking a street of gold; to the suffering a time when there will be no pain; to the sorrowing a moment when "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." It tells the tempted and persecuted that there is value in these afflictions, that the testing of their faith is "more precious than of gold," and to rejoice - It tells all to live godly lives in whatever environment they find themselves. It seeks to change people through the power of the gospel, not society through the coercion of legislators - Its weapons "are not carnal, but are mighty through God." Its motivating theme: "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?"
            >>>
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When churches become involved in hospital 
and health clinic work, or when 
they build schools for the education of thei
r children, or when they see as 
one of their great missions to provide for th
e world's poverty, or when they 
feel obligated to create social upheaval an
d campaign for human rights, or 
when they feel called upon to express their v
iews on the government's use of 
nuclear armaments or whatever, they have a d
istorted view of the purpose of 
the church.
______________________________________
THE PROBLEM OF APATHY
By Steve 
Cawthon
Problems facing the body of Christ are many and varied. The devil opposes us with persecutions, false doctrines, and all kinds of fleshly temptations. But one of his most successful devices is apathy - an attitude of
indifference which afflicts Christians and eats away their zeal like a cancer. It is highly contagious and, if unchecked, is fatal to the souls of men and women. In many areas, it has now reached epidemic proportions.
Indifference was the problem with the church in Laodicea. To that dead congregation, Jesus      
said, "I know thy works, that thou  
art neither cold or hot; I would that 
thou wert cold or hold. So,             
because thou art lukewarm, and   
neither hot nor cold, I will spew     
thee out of my mouth" (Rev. 3:15-  
16). How many churches of Christ 
are in that same condition today?
Brethren, when we spend more    
time watching TV and playing ball 
than we do studying and teaching 
the word of God, are we not          
indifferent? When we find time to  
go to the movies and other places 
of entertainment, but not to visit    
the sick and erring, are we not      
indifferent? The time has come for 
us to wake up and get to work. Our 
indifference will send us to eternal 
hell!
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Can you 
answer these 
Bible questions?
1. 
What are the major sections of the Bible?
2. How many books are in the Old Testament?
3. How many books are in the New Testament?
4. How many chapters are there in the Bible?
5. How many verses are there in the Bible?
6. How many words are there in the Bible?
7. What is the shortest verse in the Bible?
8. What is the longest word in the Bible?
9. What is the longest chapter in the Bible?
10. What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?
_________________________________________
Can you fill in these verses?
16 All __________ is given by __________ of God, and is ________ for _______, for _____, for ________
, 
for instruction in ___________
,
17 tha
t the man of God may be ________, thoroughly _______
 for every
 ______
 work.
     
- II Timothy 3:16-17.
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Five Smooth Stones o
f Parenting
B
y Sewell Hall
In 
 
Goliath, David
 
 faced what seemed 
 
an 
 
indomitable 
 
foe. 
David’s goal was not so much to kill 
 
the giant as to 
 
protect 
the children and honor
 
 of God. He took five 
 
smooth stones 
from the brook to achieve his purpose.
In the pervasive humanism of our society, parents face what 
appears 
 
to
 
 be 
 
an
  
 equally
 
 unconquerable
  
 giant 
  
who
 
 is 
determined to destroy their children. They have
 
 five
 
 stones 
with which to protect them.
Purpose - “A child left to himself brings shame to his mother” (Proverbs 29:15).
Consequently, Wisdom says, “Train up a child in the way he should go…”
(Proverbs 22:6). This requires first determining “the way he should go,” then pointing the child in that direction. For Christians one direction supersedes all others: eternal life in heaven via 
Christlikeness
 on earth. Scores of agencies with different goals challenge us for control of our children. My father used to say, “I will not let the schools take my children away from me.”  Today there are many additional threats: TV, internet, video games, 
ipods
, scouts, sports, neighbors, etc. These must be constantly monitored and controlled.
Parents of good children are often told, “You are just lucky.” No, good children are not the product of luck, but of purpose—relentlessly, sacrificially and pro-actively pursued.
Training - “Bring them up in the training…of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). Training a plant requires knowing where you want it to go and then patiently bending it, pruning it, and perhaps even tying it. Training an animal involves knowing what you want it to do, using force at first, then patiently guiding, correcting, and finally rewarding and punishing. In both instances, training means establishing authority and maintaining control. Training children begins with example and sometime physical force, then guidance, correction, and eventually reward and punishment when the child understands what is expected. Above all, it means establishing the parents’ authority and letting the child know who is in control. This must begin very early. Once willful rebellion is tolerated, a wrong direction is established and the necessary “bending, pruning, and tying” become all the more difficult. The mother of John and Charles Wesley described good discipline as “shaping the will without breaking the spirit.” This agrees with the Spirit’s counsel: “Do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up…” (Ephesians 6:4).
>>>
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Instruction
 - 
“Bring them up in the…admonition (instruction – NASB) of the Lord”
 
(Ephesians 6:4). Unlike plants and animals children can be admonished and instructed. This, also, parents must do. The very intellect that enables children to be instructed also enables them to exercise their free will as they grow older. Parental control constantly diminishes, and unless God’s control is established, their lives will be out of control. God’s control is established by teaching them the scriptures.
Long after Timothy was beyond the control of mother and grandmother, their faith dwelt in him (II Timothy 1:5). How was this accomplished?
Paul reminded Timothy, “From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith that is in Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 3:15). Faith in older children is the result of early instruction in righteousness. Parents should take advantage of the classes offered by the church, but this is not enough—they must teach their children personally. A mother once told me of overhearing her husband saying to their young infant in the crib, “Let me tell you about Jesus.” Not surprisingly, that young infant is now a godly young teenager.
Affection - Training and instruction must be administered with love—a love that “suffers long and is kind,” that “does not behave rudely,” and above all, “does not seek its own” (I Corinthians 13:4-5). Children will forgive many mistakes if they can always be sure of their parents’
love. “Love will cover a multitude of sins” (I Peter 4:8). Affection without firmness is disastrous, but equally disastrous is firmness without affection.
Prayer - David did not attribute his defeat of Goliath to the stone, to his sling or to his skill. “The battle,” he said, “is the Lord’s” (I Samuel 17:47). So it is with the training of our children. God is concerned with the outcome and we are servants whom He has entrusted with our little ones. We must pray daily for the wisdom that He has promised to supply (James 1:5) and for His providence to overrule our inevitable mistakes. And when our children have become what we hoped for, we have no ground for boasting, only for the humble exclamation, “to God be the glory!”
David succeeded, using only one stone; parents will need all five.
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Can you 
answer these 
Bible questions?
HOW DID YOU DO?
1. 
What are the major sections of the Bible?
             
OLD and NEW TESTAMENT
2. How many books are in the Old Testament?
39
3. How many books are in the New Testament?
27
4. How many chapters are there in the Bible?
         
1,189
5. How many verses are there in the Bible?
          
31,173
6. How many words are there in the Bible?
        
773,692
7. What is the shortest verse in the Bible?
     
John 11:35
8. What is the longest word in the Bible?
       
Isaiah 8:1
9. What is the longest chapter in the Bible?
    
Psalm 119:176
10. What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?
     
Psalm 117:1-2
_________________________________________
Can you fill in these verses?
16 All 
Scripture
 is given by 
   
inspiration
 of God, and is 
profitable
 for 
doctrine
, for 
reproof
, for 
correction
, for instruction in 
righteousness
,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete
, thoroughly 
equipped
 for every 
good
 work.
     
             
- II Timothy 3:16-17.
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No, We Are Not Infallible
 (
By Warren Berkley)
 - 
An oft-repeated charge against members of the church of Christ is that we seem to think that we are infallible.  Herein we intend to address ourselves to the validity 
or
 invalidity of such a charge with the aim of clearing up any mistaken impressions.
First of all, a fundamental principle upon which our examination must be based is the fact that NO MAN can truthfully claim infallibility!
 
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).
 
Since sin and infallibility cannot co-exist, we must conclude that all men are fallible including members of the church of Christ.
Secondly, I have never known of a member of the church who has claimed infallibility.  I have known some few who ACTED as if they were perfect, and perhaps a few who thought they were.  But the point is
 
this: members of the church of Christ do not generally and publicly claim to be infallible humans.
How then did the charge originate?  If we do not claim to be infallible, and in view of our constant references to such passages as Rom. 3:23, why do people think we claim perfection?  Consider a few possible reasons.
(1) We believe in an infallible Christ.  Unlike the modernists, we believe without any doubt that Jesus Christ lived a perfect life, that He died on the cross for our sins, that He arose from the dead, and that He now serves us in heaven [as High Priest of God].  We believe what Peter declared on Pentecost when he said: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made this same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).  We are also convinced that He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).  Our Savior is a Perfect One!
(2) We believe in infallible authority.  After Jesus was raised from the dead, He declared: “All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18).  Later the apostle Paul wrote that God “hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him that 
filleth
 all in all” (Eph. 1:21-23).  So the authority upon which our religion is based is 
infallible.The
 blind unfounded expressions of human authority are not approved by a God Who gave all authority to His Son.
(3) We believe in only one infallible way to heaven.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me” (John 14:6).  Thus it is our blessed  belief that the way of Jesus is the only infallible way to glory.  This means that we, with God, must reject the “many ways to heaven” concept, and do our best to encourage our religious neighbors to do the same.
No!!  Members of the church of Christ are not infallible.  But we believe in an infallible Savior Who has by His authority revealed through the New Testament the only infallible way to heaven.  Some of us may fall from that way, 1 Cor. 10:12, and we may not always follow the example of our perfect Savior, but we firmly believe that “Ye are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power” (Col. 2:10).
.
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Are Dreams From God?
       
By Keith Sharp
How do we know whether or not dreams are from God?
--Formerly God often revealed His will in dreams (Genesis 20:3-6; 28:10-16; 31:10-13,24; 37:5-10; 40:5-22; 41:1-32; Numbers 12:6-8; Judges 7:13-15; 1 Kings 3:5-15; Job 33:14-18; Daniel 1:17; chapter 2; chapter 4; 5:11-12; chapter 7; Joel 2:28; Matthew 1:18-21; 2:11-13,19-20,22; 27:19; Acts 2:17). 
--False prophets claimed revelation from God in dreams, but they lied (Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Jeremiah 23:25-28,32; 29:8-9; Zechariah 10:2). 
--Dreams can be caused by nothing more than unfulfilled desires (Isaiah 29:8). 
--Though God formerly spoke in various ways, today He speaks only through His Son, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
--His Son fully reveals God to us (Matthew 11:27). 
--Christ sent the Holy Spirit to His apostles to reveal all truth to them (John 16:13). 
--The apostles wrote this truth down for us (Ephesians 3:1-7) in the New Testament. 
--We have in the Scriptures all God's will for us to make us complete as His servants (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
--Nothing is to be added to this full revelation of the divine will for mankind (Galatians 1:6-9). 
______________________________________
Please Visit Our Website
Please visit our website where 
you will fine audio sermons, 
articles, and also our 
correspondence course.
 
We are continually trying 
to make it better, so visit our 
website often.
 
www.chapmanhwychurchofchrist.com
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Get It While 
     
Why You Can!
"Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 Cor. 6:2)
 
The story is told of a young man who wished to marry the farmer's beautiful daughter. He went to the farmer to ask his permission. The farmer looked him over and responded, "Son, go stand out in that field and I'm going to release three bulls, one at a time. If you can catch the tail of any one of the three bulls, you can marry my daughter." 
The young man stood in the pasture awaiting the first bull. The barn door opened and out ran the biggest, meanest-looking bull he had ever seen. He decided that one of the next bulls had to be a better choice than this one, so he ran over to the side and let the bull pass through the pasture out the back gate. 
The barn door opened again. Unbelievable! He had never seen anything so big and fierce in his life. It stood - pawing the ground, grunting, slinging slobber - as it eyed him. Whatever the next bull was like, it had to be a better choice than this one. He ran to the fence and let the bull pass through the pasture, out the back gate. 
The door opened a third time. A smile came across his face. This was the weakest, scrawniest little bull he had ever seen. This one was his bull. As the bull came running by, he positioned himself just right and jumped at just the exact moment. He grabbed; but, the bull had no tail! 
The lesson from the above story is that we must take advantage of opportunities when they are available to us. This is especially true in the spiritual realm. Let us avail ourselves of the present time and opportunity because it may soon be gone forever. 
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The Restoration Plea
By Alan 
Highers
Some will say, "What about the church established by Alexander Campbell?" There have always been some who wanted to ascribe a human founder to churches of Christ. At one time they referred to us as "
Carnpbellites
." Their charge is understandable because all denominations have a human founder, and they wanted to place us in the same category. Campbell never founded a church, but he did call for a "restoration of the ancient order." His father, Thomas Campbell, was the one who used the phrase, "Speak where the Bible speaks, remain silent where the Bible is silent," but it is noteworthy he never said, "Speak where Campbell speaks, and remain silent where Campbell is silent." Thomas and Alexander Campbell, Barton W. Stone, Walter Scott,    
Raccoon John Smith, and others did not ask men to follow 
them, but they sought for men to follow the Bible. It was 
Raccoon John Smith who said, "Let us, then, my brethren, 
be no longer 
Campbellites
 or 
Stoneites
, New Lights or Old 
Lights, or any kind of lights, but let us all come to the Bible 
and to the Bible alone, as the only Book in the world that 
can give us all the Light we need."
The call that went forth was not to establish a new church, 
found another denomination, or devise another human 
institution, but rather to return to the Bible, to the first-   
century church established by Christ, and to the pattern he 
left for us to follow (II Tim. 1:13). If the first-century church 
had elders (I Tim. 3:1-7), we strive to have elders. If the 
church in the New Testament had deacons (I Tim. 3:8-
13), we want to follow their model. If the early church sang 
praises to God without the addition of instrumental music 
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), we want to do the same. In other 
words, we want to be what they were, teach what they 
taught, practice what they practiced, and to be simply New 
Testament Christians without ever joining any human denomination, wearing any sectarian name, subscribing to any man-made creed, or teaching for doctrines the commandments of men (Mt. 15:9).
What could be a more thrilling, non-denominational appeal than this? We simply strive to uphold Christ as Savior, the Bible as authority, the church as divinely established, and Christian as the non-sectarian name by which we are called (I Pet. 4:16).
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WHAT’S WRONG 
             
WITH WEED?
By Bryan Matthew 
Dockens
 
Eroding   social  standards 
notwithstanding, it remains 
a violation of  divine will to 
consume marijuana.  
Here’s why:
God enjoins sobriety. 
 Repeatedly, it is written, “Be sober” (1st Thessalonians 5:6-8; 1st Peter 1:13; 5:8).  Sobriety is an awareness of mind which requires, at a minimum, abstinence from mind-altering substances.  No one under the influence of marijuana meets God’s expectations in this matter.
God demands self-control.
  “The fruit of the Spirit” includes “self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).  And “self-control” is among the things a Christian must “add to… faith” (2nd Peter 1:5-6).  Deliberately distorting one’s perception of reality certainly diminishes personal restraint.
God forbids intoxication.
  “Drunkenness” is among “the works of the flesh” that result in condemnation (Galatians 5:19-21). It’s acceptable for “drunkenness” to be among the behaviors of one’s “past lifetime,” but not among one’s current activities (1st Peter 4:3).  The injunction against drunkenness has less to do with substance than effect.  Whether one is drunk on beverage alcohol or high on cannabis, the Lord disapproves.
The consequences of alcoholic intoxication include the facts that “your eyes will see strange things, and your heart will utter perverse things” (Proverbs 23:33).  How much more is this true of pot smoking than wine drinking?  Seeing strange things does harm to one’s ability to see spiritual danger as required by the command to “be vigilant” (1st Peter 5:8).
_____________________________________
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Can You March Without Music?
By A. W. 
Criswold
It is said that Benedict Arnold was a better general than George Washington.  He was a 
handsomer
 man and a more interesting conversationalist. But he had one conspicuous weakness -- he was unable to "MARCH WITHOUT MUSIC." Whenever General Benedict Arnold performed a task in a competent manner, he expected praise and acclaim, and if these were not forthcoming, he sulked and became morose.
In the hurry and scurry of the war there were times when the feats of General Arnold went unnoticed. This hurt in his most vital spot -- his vanity. So he committed a terrible act -- he quit his job and placed the secrets of his country in the hands of the enemy.
Many people in the world, and some of them in the Lord's church, are a lot like Benedict Arnold. If things don't go to suit them, or if they feel that they have been neglected or slighted, or that their talents are not appreciated, they sell out to the devil. It is evident that such people will not work unless they are "IN THE LIMELIGHT."
Now we all like the sweet music of applause and we should "Give honor to whom honor is due," but let's always remember when the applause does not come promptly and when people seem not to notice, the real man, the worthy man, marches on -- without music.
_________________________________________
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Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, 
       
and the life. No one comes to the Father 
     
except through Me. - John 14:6.
)




[image: auto0][image: auto0]

 (
Vol. 3
November 13 2011
                                                          #46
)	

 (
The ‘Day/Age’ Theory Is Wrong
By Greg 
Gwin
Some, even some of our own brethren, have been teaching that the days of creation, as listed in Genesis 1, were not really 24 hour days. They falsely claim that they were really long periods of geological time. Here are a few affirmative arguments to prove that the days of creation were literal 24 hour days:
1) God defined His own terms in Genesis 1:5. "And God called the light Day and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day." A period of light followed by a period of darkness constituted a day. Unless ‘day/age’ folks want to argue that it stayed light for long periods and then stayed dark for long periods (which, of course, poses huge difficulties), we will have to stand upon this clear statement and conclude that the days really were literal 24 hour days. Furthermore, Genesis 1: 14-18 mentions the sun and moon and stars, and says they were made to be "for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years." If we are to believe that the days were actually long ages of time, then what were the seasons and years?
2) Romans 1 :20 says, "Since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made" (NIV). This verse states that someone has been here to see and understand God's power ever since the creation of the world. This poses no problem to those of us who believe that man was created within the same actual week that everything else was created. But, those who want to believe that each day represents a long ’age’ have a problem.  If man was created eons after the other elements of creation were formed, then this makes no sense. This line of reasoning is confirmed by Jesus' own statement in Mark 10:6. "From the beginning of the creation God made them male and female." The ‘day/age’ theory places man at the end of millions or billions of years of geologic time. In light of these verses, it cannot be true.
3) If the days were actually long "ages", then we have the wrong chronological order of events.  For instance, plants were created on day three, but insects were not created until day five or six.  But many plants depend on insects for cross-pollination, etc. How did plants survive for long ‘ages’ without their needed counterparts in the insect world? Other similar problems of chronological order exist that strongly argue against the ‘day/age’ theory.
The ‘day/age’ theory is not true, and is actually an unnecessary attempt to compromise the truths taught in the Bible with the unproven claims of some scientists. They teach that we live in a ancient universe, while in actuality we live in a relatively young universe that was created in six literal days by our omnipotent God.
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HUSBANDS
By Jim King
One of the most touching remarks about a woman’s basic needs was spoken by Jacob’s unloved wife Leah. Upon giving birth to her firstborn son, she said, “
surely now my husband will love me
” (Gen. 29:32). What Leah yearned for is actually the birthright of every wife, that is, to be loved by her husband. No believing wife with a believing husband should ever feel compelled to say about this subject, “surely now…”
According to the Bible, a husband’s love is not measured out, based on his wife’s performance. It is a constant anchor in a covenant relationship, expressed in word and deed.
It is an easy thing to love someone 
on your wedding day. In the first 
bloom of marriage, who cannot obey 
the wise man and “
rejoice in the wife 
of your youth
” (Proverbs 5:18)? 
But honeymoons give way to 
anniversaries, and children’s 
birthdays soon supersede them both. 
Over time, expensive weddings can 
not mask cheap marriages. And over 
time, husbands can forget what God 
says about loving their wives.
A husband must leave and cleave (Genesis 2:24), but it is much more than merely sticking with the marriage arrangement. In fact, God has so defined a husband’s love that we husbands should squirm uncomfortably when we read it.
Elkanah
 claimed to treat Hannah better than ten sons would treat her (1 Samuel 1:8). But neither 
Elkanah
, nor Abraham, nor Peter are our models as husbands. Our model is how Jesus (the husband) loves the church (His bride).
Paul insists that we love our wives as our own bodies - as ourselves. It is a self-sacrificing love, independent of her response and attitude, that many men are just not willing to give (Ephesians 5:25ff).
Look closely at how you treat your wife. If the words “
nourish and cherish
” don’t come to mind, perhaps you need to repent. Perhaps most of us should!
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Only One Alternative!
By Bill Crews
When we talk to people about going to heaven, it is true that we are trying to get them interested in heaven, wanting and even longing to go there, willing to meet the conditions that are essential to going there, understanding what eternal blessings and beauties will be there. But we are not just talking to them about going to heaven.
Since there is only one alternative to going to heaven, namely the unthinkable alternative of going to hell, we are also talking to them about avoiding hell -- a place of eternal darkness, unquenchable fire, perpetual smoke, everlasting torment, weeping & gnashing of teeth, where no memory can comfort and no desire can be satisfied, and no respite can ever come. Please read Matthew 25:30; 25:41, 46; 3:12; Mark 9:43-46, 48; Revelation 14:11; and Revelation 20:10.  Those to whom heaven does not appeal, and who, therefore, have no interest in going there, have a problem. For by that attitude they are choosing hell, God’s wages for their sins (Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:14-15; 21:8). They reject His grace; they refuse His offer of forgiveness; they are ungrateful for the sacrifice of His Son. When we talk to people about going to heaven, we are also talking to them about escaping the only other alternative -- hell. 
_________________________________________
     
Can you answer these 
            
"TWO" questions?
1. Who are the "two" sons of Abraham?
2. Who were the "two" called "Sons of Thunder"?
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A Prepared Heart
By Glenn Melton.
"Ezra the son of 
Seraiah
 . . . the son of Aaron the chief priest . . . went up from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses . . . for Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments" (Ezra 1:1-10).
"So king 
Rehoboam
 . . . did evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek the Lord" (II Chronicles 12:13,14).
What  a  contrast  between  Ezra  and   
Rehoboam
. 
Ezra   was   helpful   in   teaching   Israel   the   law; 
Rehoboam
   was   instrumental   in   the   cause  of 
division   among   the   tribes.   What   a  difference 
preparation    of     the    heart    made.    May    we 
suggest  some  things  that  may  have  contributed 
to the preparation of Ezra's heart?
(1) The  influence  of  godly  parents.  Ezra's father 
was  a  priest  and  possibly   one  who  taught  the 
law. The  influence  of   such  a   man   could   tend 
to  lead   his   children   to   God.  Blessed  are  the 
children of the righteous.
(2) Seeing   the   consequences   of   disobedience. 
Ezra  had  been  in captivity  and saw  firsthand the 
results of disobedience.  This  could  well have had 
a part in helping him to see how much better it is to 
please God.
(3) Moral uprightness. Consider what it did for Joseph, David, and Esther. "Remember thy creator in... thy youth" (Eccl. 12:1).
(4) Purity of mind. "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23).
(5) Ezra's knowledge of the law, Israel's history, and the promises made to Abraham, Moses, and David could motivate him to please God.
Also, Ezra may have known of Daniel, who would have been a good role model.
How well have we prepared our heart to seek the law of God, to do it, and teach it to others?
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A Warning About TV
                                      By Greg 
Gwin
!
Take a minute to look at this 
article which appeared in a 
local newspaper.  It warns   
about the influence of TV on 
children.  It's interesting to  
note that this alarm is not   
being sounded by a religious organization. Oh yes, such groups have had a lot to say about the dangers of TV - and rightly so.  But this article points out that many others are also beginning to see the problems associated with the massive doses of television's immorality which our kids are consuming daily.
Pediatricians Rap TV’s Influence
American Academy of Pediatrics says parents need to change children’s TV viewing habits.  Doctors say TV has violence, sex and poor role models.
Dr. William Dietz says TV encourages obesity, violent behavior, teen sexuality and alcohol use.
Says Dietz:  “Broadcasters are doing little to rectify this, so major changes will have to come home.”
What is the solution? The experts say that we cannot expect any help from the TV executives.  Instead, "major changes will have to come from home.”  Moms and dads, that means YOU!  You have to begin exercising greater caution and discretion about what your kids are watching on TV.  You 
can not
 afford to allow the television to be an unregulated "babysitter" for your children. Know what your kids are watching; set rules for TV viewing; establish limits on the amount of time they can spend in front of the set; encourage other more wholesome activities; get involved - do something positive with your kids.
Parents, you must wake up to this present danger!
) (
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The Bible 
  
Will Prove 
      
Itself
"Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." (2 Pet. 1:20-21 NIV) 
It is sometimes argued that one cannot use the Bible itself to prove that the Bible is the word of God. They say, "One cannot prove the Bible by the Bible." Their argument makes no sense. If someone claimed that he had found another writing of William Shakespeare, the contents of the document (mannerisms, style of writing, choice of words and phrases, etc.) would be the best proof or disproof of the claim. Men would carefully examine the contents of the writing to determine the authenticity of the alleged author. 
Likewise, if one wanted to determine if the Scriptures are the word of God, the Scriptures themselves should be investigated. The evidence in the Bible is overwhelmingly sufficient to convince all fair-minded people that the Bible is indeed the word of God.  
_________________________________________
     
Can you answer these 
            
"TWO" questions?
1. Who are the "two" sons of Abraham?
      
Isaac and Ishmael, (Genesis 17:17-21). 
2. Who were the "two" called "Sons of Thunder"?
         
James and John, (Mark 3:17).
)
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No Progress Without Practice
By Gary Henry
The trait that distinguishes the adept from the inept is that the adept have done certain things . . . over and over and over, every day, for many years.  It is foolish to think that we can make progress in the habits of godliness by doing nothing more than listening and learning. While these are essential, they are not enough. It takes practice to make progress, and we should not expect that to be any less true in spiritual matters than in those of a worldly nature.
When we meet individuals who have become adept at the disciplines of the godly life, we often suppose that they're just more devout than we are. Or perhaps we think that they're more intelligent or insightful.
 
Or we wish that we could have read the books and heard the sermons that they've read and heard. But when we think this way, we betray an ignorance of the real thing that produces spiritual progress:
 practice. The trait that 
distinguishes the adept from the inept is that the adept have done certain things . . . over and over and over, every day, for many years.
Prayer
Not all of our prayers are of equal quality. Keeping in mind a scriptural definition of "good" praying, it must be said that we do not pray as well at some times as at others. Paul mentioned that "we do not know what we should pray for as we ought" (Rom. 8:21), and the disciples asked Jesus, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples" (Luke 11:1).
But how do you make progress in your prayer life? Well, we certainly need to learn all that we can about the principles of prayer, but the time comes when we have to start practicing the art of prayer.  It can't be learned any other way than by praying  . . . over and over and over, every day, for many years.
Understanding
It would be hard to overestimate the importance of Bible study, but frankly, some people do a better job than others of correctly understanding what the Bible teaches. The Ethiopian eunuch, for example, was reading the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, but he was having trouble understanding what the passage meant (Acts 8:30-34). So we need to work not only on the quantity but also the quality of our Bible study.
But how do you make progress in your understanding of the Scriptures?
It can't be done by the simple investigation of hermeneutics; it requires patient repetition of the act of Bible study. You're not likely to find a mature, responsible student of God's word who arrived at that point any other way than by doing Bible study . . . over and over and over, every day, for many years.              >>>
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>>> Discretion
Isn't it refreshing when we encounter some older Christian who has grown very wise in matters of discretion and discernment?  In a good sense, don't we "envy" those who have learned how to size up a difficult situation and see which course of action is best to take? Surely we do, and of all the abilities we need in this life, none is more vital than the ability to take God's general principles, apply them to a specific situation, and discern what God would want done. Paul wrote, "Do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17).
But how do you learn to be a better decision maker? There is only one way, and the Hebrew writer put his finger on it when he spoke of those "who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil" (Heb. 5:14).
In matters of godliness, then, there aren't any effective shortcuts. Being a beginner is just hard; that's all there is to it. Some time will have to pass before we can be more skilled. But the passage of time will not, by itself, guarantee improvement (Heb. 5:12); we have to actually do the things that need improving -- and do them repeatedly.  So let's look for every opportunity to practice the things we want to improve. God deserves nothing less than our very best, and the best that we can do won't be done unless we pray and study our Bibles and use our discretion - over and over and over, every day, for many years.
______________________________________
Are You A Student?
"A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher." (Luke 6:40)
Someone was talking to a scholar about a young man. He said, "So and so tells me that he was one of your students." The teacher answered devastatingly, "He may have attended my lectures, but he was not one of my students."
There is a world of difference between attending lectures and being a student. One of the supreme handicaps of the Lord's church today is that there are many distant followers of Jesus and too few real disciples. 
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  "Could You Not Watch One Hour?"
By Bryan Matthew 
Dockens
Frustrated that His disciples allowed themselves to be overcome by fatigue as he agonized in the garden, Jesus sternly inquired "Are you sleeping? Could you not watch one hour?" (Mark 14:37). It is truly disappointing that the dramatic spiritual events unfolding before them failed to sustain the attention of the apostles. Is Jesus any more satisfied by the attention He receives now?
Movie-goers arrive early to preview upcoming movies, concert-goers crave an encore, and sports fans are thrilled by games that go into overtime. Yet worshippers presented with a sermon lasting longer than anticipated depart in a state of discontent. Evidently, they do not share the sentiment of the psalmist who wrote, "Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day" (Psalm 119:97).
Those who insist on brevity would have been rather unhappy to worship in Troas when Paul visited. Would they continue to glance at their watches as the apostle "continued his message until midnight" (Acts 20:7)? Certainly, they would be horrified at the prospect of gathering before the Water Gate with Ezra the scribe as he read from the law "from morning until midday" (Nehemiah 8:1-3).
It is a matter of priority (Matthew 6:33) and zeal (Romans 12:11) which marks the difference between a bored worshipper and a satisfied one.
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Self Control
                          By Bill Hall
What is the value of self-control? Self-control is 
                     
that which enables us to hold our tongues when we are tempted 
                
to viciously put someone in his place once and for all; or when 
             
we know a juicy bit of gossip that would be entertaining to the group and would turn us into the "life of the party"; or when an occasion almost demands that we betray a confidence that must not be betrayed under any circumstances.
Self-control is that which enables us to control our passions when another is provoking us to anger; that keeps the clinched fists in the pockets when the agitator is only half our size; that keeps the lips sealed when another is railing and swearing at us. Self-control is that which enables us to be like our Lord "who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously" (I Peter 2:23).
Self-control is that which enables us to maintain purity of heart and to thrust out evil thoughts before they can take root; that enables us to place the best possible construction on another person's actions when unproven rumors could easily destroy our confidence in him; that helps us to maintain a cheerful disposition when everything around us has turned sour. Self-control is that which enables us to love the unlovable and to hate that which the world loves.
Self-control is that which enables us to rule our appetites; to say “no” when our lusts would lead us to sin or when that which is harmful to our health is placed before us. Self-control is that which enables the smoker to put down his cigarettes and the alcoholic to put down his drink and never return to it. Self-control is that which enables us to rule rather than to be enslaved.
The Bible does not glorify the indifferent and impassive. It is not our goal to be uncaring. To be like Paul, we must be able to have our spirit stirred within us when we are surrounded by evil (Acts 17:16).
To be like our Lord, we must sometimes feel anger when surrounded by hypocritical self-righteousness (Mark 3:5); we must even react with occasional outbursts of goodness on occasions, as when the Lord cleansed the temple (John 2:13-17).  But, all such outbursts must be tempered with self-control, that in our anger we “do not sin”
(Ephesians 4:26).
God does not view our uncontrolled actions with amusement. Our temper tantrums and harsh, unbridled words are soul threatening, a potential bar to the abundant entrance into the Lord’s everlasting kingdom (II Peter 1:5-11). We must not minimize the danger. We must not surrender to this evil.
What is the value of self-control? It is one of the qualities that enable us to go to heaven. The possessor of it is rich indeed.
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Great Expectations
B
y 
Cloyce
 Sutton II
"And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel…" (Luke 2:25, NASB95)
We spend a good part of our lives waiting. We wait for the time when we can ride a bike without help. We wait for when we can go to school. We wait for our first job. We wait for marriage, and kids, and grandkids. We wait for retirement. We wait for death. Luke introduces two people who had long awaited the arrival of Jesus: Simeon and Anna. They are present in the temple at Mary's purification and Jesus' dedication, forty days after his birth (Luke 2:22-24; see Leviticus 12:6-8; Exodus 13:2, 12). 
Two things impress us about Simeon and Anna: their ages and their devotion. Simeon was near the end of his life (Luke 2:26, 29) and was looking for the arrival of the Messiah, "the consolation of Israel" (v 25). Anna was eighty-four years old, and had been a widow for years (v 36-37). 
Both were godly people. Simeon is described as righteous, devout, and full of the Spirit (v 25). Anna resided and served in the temple, and devoted herself to regular prayer and fasting (v 37). 
Why were they so eager and excited about the arrival of this seemingly normal but obscure baby? Someone has said that atheists look for God the way thieves look for the police. In other words, what a person seeks reflects his or her character. Anna and Simeon sought a Savior. They sought the One who would bring salvation, light and glory into the world (v 29-32). In looking for this Savior, they found the child. 
Simeon and Anna were awaiting the Messiah's first coming. Jesus' disciples today are awaiting his second coming.
What are you waiting for? 
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At Their Finger Tips
"But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does." (James 1:25) 
William Randolph Hearst once read of an extremely valuable piece of art, which he decided he must add to his extensive collection. He instructed his agent to scour the galleries of the world to find the masterpiece he was determined to have at any price. After many months of painstaking search, the agent reported that the piece already belonged to Mr. Hearst and had been stored in one of his warehouses for many years. 
Christians are often like Mr. Hearst. To enhance their spirituality, they are looking for something new, different, or special when, all the while, it is at their finger tips. All they need to do is avail themselves of what God has already provided for them. 
_________________________________________
Bible Character Quiz:
1 - From my shoulders and upward, I was higher than any of the people? Who am I?
2 - I was mocked because I was bald? 
Who am I?
3 - I lied to the Holy Spirit and an 
apostle and died with my husband? 
Who am I?
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Family Problems!
By Harold Hancock
Many homes are in trouble, even those among members of the church. In some homes, husbands and wives are ready to call it quits and divide the spoils -- children included! Others have resigned themselves to live together in misery; they know that they have no Scriptural grounds to divorce or separate (Matt. 19:3-9; 1 Cor. 7:5), but they do not enjoy one another's company anymore, and they bicker constantly; their home is a constant "battle royal." Some say they want to solve their problems and "live happily ever after," but all attempts to fix their problems have failed, and it appears that no solution or peace is on the horizon. 
Good And Bad News: -- The bad news is that family problems are serious problems. It is shockingly woeful that so many families are in trouble -- especially among Christians. It ought not be! God designed the home for good, not wretchedness. It is mournfully deplorable and inexcusable that many are ignorant of and insensitive to the spiritual consequences of marital problems. 
Bad marriages can hinder prayers (1 Pet. 3:7), 
lessen our spiritual influence in the home and in the 
community, and send souls to hell. The good news 
is that problems have answers -- even family 
problems. Furthermore, family problems can be 
solved quickly, and families can "live happily ever 
after" if both spouses determine they want a good 
home and seek godly counsel. I have seen families 
on the brink of destruction change instantly, survive, 
and do well. Make your home all that God intended 
for the home 
to be! It is not as hard as some seem 
to think. 
The Source Of Trouble:
 -- Problems and
        
 
dissonance in the home are the result when one or 
more family members fail to live by God's
         
 
commandments. Failure to obey God is sin (1 Jn. 
3:4). Sometimes family members sin overtly -- they 
commit fornication, become drunken, or abuse other 
family members either physically, mentally, or
   
 
emotionally. More often in "Christian homes" the 
sins are selfishness, rudeness, pride or
 
abandon
- 
ment
 of 
God assigned duties and 
places.
Sometimes
 
we are bl
ind to our sins, or commit them 
because 
we are ign
orant of God's law. Most of the 
time in 
"Christian Homes"
            >>>
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>>> 
we know when our hearts are evil, our attitudes wrong, and our deeds errant. In "Christian homes," most family problems are not caused by lack of knowledge, but by the failure to live the way we have been taught to live in Christ. All sin is destructive; any sin can condemn our soul to hell; no sin enhances the home. For the sake of souls, as well as the sake of homes, family problems need to be solved. If sin is the cause of family problems, and it primarily is, then repentance and forgiveness are the answers. It's that simple! Furthermore, re
pentance and forgiveness can be 
instantaneous; a family can turn things around and immediately start on the road to recovery; however, family participants must be genuinely interested in the welfare of their souls and in fixing the problems.
The Demand Of Repentance:
 -- Repentance and forgiveness demand we cease our sins -- all of them, even selfishness, rudeness, etc. If we repent and seek forgiveness, we should say it (
Lk
. 17:3). Furthermore, when a family member repents and seeks forgiveness, other family members have no choice, if they wish to please God and build a good home, but to forgive -- then and there. If forgiven, past offenses are not to be reintroduced and rehashed with each new offense or disagreement. Get over them and go forward. True repentance also demands the "
fruits worthy of repentance
" (Matt. 3:8). New offenses should diminish, but patience will be a virtue. There may be new issues with which to deal because there are not perfect couples and because old habits die hard. When we realize we are erring or following a familiar path that has led to problems in the past, we must stop, then and there, admit it, and make amends. We have to do these things if we want to get to heaven and if we want to restore peace and order to the home. We will do these things if we genuinely want to please God
 and "live happily ever after."
The Final Answer:
 -- The answer to the pandemic of family problems is a return to Biblical principles -- knowing them and living them. Homes built on the sure foundation of God's Word do not break apart and are not doomed to misery. Family problems can be avoided if we start right and finish right. Family problems can be solved if we make the necessary corrections. Remember: it is your choice, your home, and your soul.
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What Do You Believe?
"Having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart..." (Eph. 4:18)
 
Pollster George Gallup Jr. has long referred to America as a "nation of biblical illiterates." Only four in 10 Americans know that Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. A majority of citizens cannot name the four Gospels of the New Testament. Two-thirds of Americans believe there are few, if any, absolute principles to direct human behavior. Only half of Lutherans, Methodists, and Presbyterians believe in the devil, but 56 percent of Lutherans and 49 percent of Methodists believe in UFOs. One-third of Methodists and Presbyterians have faith in astrology. While nearly three-fourths of all Americans believe in hell, hardly any believe it to be their likely destination in eternity.
_________________________________________
(HOW DID YOU DO?)
Bible Character Quiz:
1 - From my shoulders and upward, I was higher than any of the people? Who am I?
 
SAUL - I Samuel 9:2
2 - I was mocked because I was bald? 
Who am I?
ELISHA - II Kings 2:23
3 - I lied to the Holy Spirit and an 
apostle and died with my husband? 
Who am I?
                    
SAPPHIRA - Acts 5:1-10
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Christmas Cards
By Jeff S. Smith
Thanksgiving marks the last day of sanity on this year's calendar, and even that is debatable. The following Friday morning marks the modern start to the holiday shopping season and everything else that accompanies the buildup to Christmas Day about a month later. 
In some rudimentary sense, Christmas cards date to the Middle Ages, but their popularity exploded in the nineteenth century so that the U.S. Congress was petitioned to limit the number that any one person could send, lest the mail become overwhelming. John 
Calcott
 Horsley is credited with designing the first commercial Christmas card in 1843 and as of the twenty-first century, Americans now dispatch 1.9 billion of them every year. 
The events behind the Christmas holiday, of course, are biblical -- the manger, the baby, the star, the virgin. The annual celebration of those events, however, is of human origin, for God specified a weekly commemoration of His Son's death in the Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 11:17-31, Acts 20:7). Moreover, the Bible writers do not even bother to indicate the day on which Jesus was born away in that manger, and for various reasons, December 25 is a rather unlikely candidate. 
Christians who are concerned about maintaining Bible authority and worshiping in spirit and truth will be careful not to teach "
as doctrines the commandments of men
" (Matt. 15:9; cf. Col. 3:17; John 4:23-24). 
Christmas can be observed as a cultural custom, 
so long as it is not imposed upon God or the church 
as an unauthorized and misguided celebration of the 
Lord's unknown birthday. Gifts can be exchanged, 
houses can be decorated, turkeys and geese can be 
roasted and ingested. The place to draw the line is at 
anything that implies, indicates or illustrates
 
the season 
and day as a biblical celebration of Christ's birth. That it 
is not and cannot be unless we impose it upon God. 
Christmas cards can be a wonderful way of 
keeping in touch with loved ones and sharing the 
mundane minutia of your year, but nativity scenes 
and other religious themes only serve to perpetuate 
the myth that Christmas is the birthday of Jesus 
and a bi
blical means of celebrating it.
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Rules For A Happy
 
Marriage
By 
Grover Stevens,
1. Never part for a day without loving words.
2. Never meet without a
 
loving welcome.
3. Neglect the whole world rather than each other.
4.Never both be angry at once.
5. Never talk AT one another, either alone or
 
in company.
6. Never make a remark at the expense of the other. It is
 
meanness, not love.
7. Never speak loud to each other unless the house is on
 
fire.
8. Never taunt with a past mistake.
9. Never sigh over what might
 
have been, but make the best of what is.
10. Never find fault, unless it is
 
perfectly certain that a fault has been committed; and always speak with
 
kindness.
11. Never let any fault or grievance go by until you have
 
frankly
 
confessed it, and in sincere repentance asked for forgiveness.
12.Let each one strive to yield most often to the wishes of the other.
13. Let
 
self-denial be the daily aim and practice of each one.
14. Never forget
 
that
 
marriage is of God, and that His blessing alone can make it what it should
 
be.
15. Never be contented until you know you are both walking in
 
the way of
 
God.
16. Never let your hopes stop short of the
 
Eternal Home.
Assuring you that if you make these the rules of your marriage, peace
 
and happiness shall follow you all the days of your life.
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Thankful
"And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to which also you were called 
in one body; and be thankful." (Col. 
3:15) "Nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer." (1 Cor. 10:10) 
There was a chronic grumbler who couldn't find anything about which to give thanks or praise. Although financially he was a very successful farmer, because of a very sour attitude, no one enjoyed his company. Nothing seemed to please him. 
At the time of the potato harvest, the disgruntled farmer enjoyed a bumper crop. Wanting to strike a more cheerful note, an acquaintance suggested, "I understand you've had a tremendous season with potatoes this year. That certainly must be cause for rejoicing!" The chronic complainer never even smiled, but sourly responded, "The harvest has been good; but my problem is, I don't have any bad potatoes to feed my pigs." 
Have you ever heard anyone complaining because their freezer was too full, and they had no place to put anything? Have you heard someone complaining because their closet was too full to hang anything? Rather than complaining, let us have grateful hearts lest we be destroyed by the destroyer. 
_________________________________________
OBEDIENCE is the very best way to show that you BELIEVE!
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Holidays
 
(B
y Mike Johnson
)
    
-
 
Most 
 
brethren
 
 understand
  that  we  are  to  assemble  on the
 
first day of the week and partake of the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7), and we are not to bring in special religious "holy days" invented by men. Paul rebuked the Galatians as he said, "
Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years
" (Gal. 4:10).
 
Denominations have brought in Christmas, Easter, and even Mother's Day as special religious holidays. Regarding Christmas, we understand that there is no authority to celebrate the birth of Christ as a special religious holiday or to put "Easter Sunday" above others to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. 
The number of congregations, among brethren, who have started celebrating Christmas and Easter as special religious holidays just like the denominations do, are probably few. Increasingly, however, many brethren seem to be moving in that direction. On a Sunday morning around Christmas, the preacher may get up before the congregation and say, "We all know that we do not celebrate the birthday of Christ as a religious holiday, but since that subject in on our minds, during this holiday season, I want to focus my sermon today on the birth of Jesus Christ." On "Easter Sunday," he may say, "We commemorate the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ every Sunday with the Lord's Supper, but since this is the Sunday when Easter is celebrated by the world, and it is already on the minds of everyone, my sermon today will be on the crucifixion of Christ." In the children's classes, special emphasis may be placed on these two subjects at the time that the holidays occur. 
What about Mother's Day? Denominations commonly have Mother's Day as a special Sunday. The preacher may preach a sermon on "Mothers." Poems might be read about moms, and perhaps the oldest and youngest mothers will be asked to stand up, and they might be presented a rose.
How are we moving in that direction? Many preachers, in otherwise sound congregations, on Mother's Day find that day a "convenient" time to preach on the subject of Motherhood since "we are all thinking about it." Articles, and often poems, are put into the bulletin about "mother" on that day. There is nothing wrong in having a special day to honor our mothers, but some congregations, I'm afraid, are starting to get closer and closer to observing Mother's Day as a special Sunday like the denominations do. 
It might be argued that a preacher could preach about mothers, the birth of Christ, and the death and resurrection of Christ throughout the year on any Sunday. That is true, but we need to ask ourselves this question, "Will a visitor, a few years from now, be able to tell any real difference between our services on Mother's Day, Easter, and Christmas and the services of a typical denomination?" Perhaps not if trends continue. Some are already starting to advertise Easter Sunday Services. Again, it should be emphasized, that a preacher can preach on these subjects whenever he wants to, but we need to be careful lest we drift into becoming like the denominations in observing unauthorized days. Remember that the road to total apostasy is usually traveled by very small steps at first. 
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Bible Reading
By 
Alexander Campbell
(The Millennial Harbinger, January, 1839)
Christians, do you read the Bible in your families every day? Do you read it in your closet every day? And do you read it not to quiet your conscience as a work of penance; but do you read it as a pleasure anxiously to be sought after? If you do, I need not tell you what utility, pleasure, and happiness is in the blessed employment. But if you do not, you may rest assured there is something greatly wrong, which, if it is not abandoned, subdued, or vanquished soon, will cause you sorrows, if not agonies, when you will be less able to conflict with them than at present. 
Resolve this moment, I pray you, that you will begin today to read the Bible, to enjoy God and Christ and the hope of immortality. "
Let not mercy and truth forsake thee, bind them about thy neck, write them upon the table of 
thine
 heart; so 
shalt
 thou find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and man
" (Proverbs 3:3,4). Then will you say with Solomon, "
Happy is the man that 
findeth
 wisdom and the man that 
getteth
 understanding: for the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies, and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared with her. Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches and honor: her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace
" (Proverbs 3:13-17). "Begin today: 'tis madness to defer." 
The religious world -- I mean the great majority of all professors -- are Bible neglecters. Their ignorance, prejudice, and error show it. I beseech you, daily, habitually, 
constantly, prayerfully read the 
Bible in its proper connections, 
and you will grow in grace as 
you grow in the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. The Lord will bless you, 
as he has said, in this deed. 
Read James 1:22-25, and 
may you prove it true!
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One Neat Dad!
"And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord." (Eph. 6:4)
 
Dr. Charlie 
Shedd
 held a contest called, "One Neat Dad." He asked contestants to send in letters recommending their dad for this great honor. Here's a list of the 10 most appreciated qualities for "One Neat Dad." 
1. He takes time for me. 
2. He listens to me. 
3. He plays with me. 
4. He invites me to go places with him. 
5. He lets me help him. 
6. He treats my mother well. 
7. He lets me say what I think. 
8. He is nice to my friends. 
9. He only punishes me when I deserve it. 
10. He is not afraid to admit when he is wrong.
 
"Time" was the most appreciated trait of the "one neat dad" as shown by the above qualities in one through five. Fathers need to spend time with their children, bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
_________________________________________
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
- Romans 10:17
.
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