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			        The Power of a 


				  Young Person's Influence





					By Steve Klein





				Over the past 10 weeks or so, the Oakland church 				of Christ has been blessed to see eleven young 				people obey the gospel. We've witnessed scene 				after scene of joyous parents and friends hugging 				and congratulating new brothers and sisters in  				Christ still wet from the waters of baptism. God must 				be given all the praise and glory for making these 				things possible.





Naturally, a question might arise as to why all of these young people are suddenly deciding to obey the gospel. Could it be that some of them have been influenced by their peers? Maybe so. And maybe that is the way it should be.





Children are natural imitators, not only of their parents, but also of each other. Paul alludes to this inborn mimicry when he commands us to "be imitators of God as dear children." (Ephesians 5:1). So, children are "imitators." We know this. But we get so focused on "peer pressure" as a negative thing that we forget that young people can and should influence one another to do good. Yes, it is possible for them to imitate good. In fact, the Bible commands it! The Bible says, "Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good" (3 John 11).





There are important reasons for young and old alike to work at imitating good. For one thing, we'll have much less to fear in the way of negative consequences for our behavior. In 1 Peter 3:13, Peter asks, "And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good?" It's just not very likely that you'll ever get in much trouble or be punished severely for following a good example. Besides this, the Lord will love and appreciate you if you will allow yourself to be influenced to do good. Proverbs 15:9 says that, "The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, But He loves him who follows righteousness."





The fact that young people can be influenced BY others necessarily implies that they can also be influences ON others. The Bible commands the young to be good examples, so that others will have something worthwhile to imitate. The young man Timothy was told, "Let no one despise your youth, but BE AN EXAMPLE to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity" (1 Timothy 4:12).
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	So, to the young we say BE INFLUENCED and BE AN INFLUENCE: 





* Let yourself be influenced to obey the gospel, and then influence someone else to do the same.





* Let yourself be influenced to use pure speech, and then influence someone else to do the same.





* Let yourself be influenced to dress modestly, and then influence others to do the same.





* Let yourself be influenced to reverently participate in worship (no note passing, giggling, whispering), and then influence someone else to do the same.





* Let yourself be influenced to be kind to others, and then influence someone else to do the same.





A True Story!





	In a prison assembly hall, a great 	preacher was to talk to the prisoners. 	One of the prisoners introduced him and 	made this introduction. ``Several years 	ago two boys lived in the same town in 	Georgia, played with the same bunch of 	fellows, attended the same Bible class. 	One of them dropped out of Bible class 	because he felt that he had outgrown it, 	and that it was ``Sissy'' stuff. The other 	boy kept going, for he felt it really did 	mean something in his life. The boy who 	dropped out is making the introduction, 	and the boy who kept going to Bible 	class is the one who will speak to you at 	this time.'' 


	


		REMEMBER! 				Your choices will 		have REWARD 				or 					   CONSEQUENCES! 
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THE LORD HATH NEED





By Bob Craig





We would have you consider a scripture portion of Matthew 21:3: The portion is "The Lord hath need of it." The Lord has no need in His overall supremacy of the universe but, in his plans for mankind, there are certain things needed. At the time of the verse we read, he had need of a place in which to eat the passover feast. It was supplied. But in his plans for the salvation of mankind he also has some needs. 





He needed volunteer laborers. He said, "... The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest." (Luke 10:2). He chose the apostles (just men) for the primary task. But he needs people such as we read of in Acts 8:4: "Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word." That is, literally, "every where they went they preached the word." They were busy making known the good news of the gospel everywhere they went. 





The Lord needs good moral people to show people the reality of serving in the kingdom. These good people would be "the light of the world" which is surrounded with the nefarious works of the prince of darkness, Satan, and light dispels darkness. There is much darkness round about: there is the darkness of ignorance. Most people have no idea what the New Testament teaches; There is also the darkness of evil. Jesus said, "Men love darkness because their deeds are evil." There is the darkness of depression, despair and pessimism. The Lord has need of people who hate darkness and are determined to do all that they can to turn on the light of divine truth. 
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RESPONSIBILITY�


By Greg Litmer.


�We live in a day and at time when no one seems to want to take responsibility for their own actions and very few want to hold individuals accountable for what they have done. If a person commits a crime, it is society's fault. If a person engages in behavior that is detrimental to their health such as drinking, smoking, overeating, or taking illicit drugs -- it is not because they are doing something wrong. It is because they are sick, suffering from a disease of some sort. No one wants to take responsibility. The rallying cry of the day seems to be: "Don't blame me!"





This isn't a new phenomenon. It has been occurring since  man first appeared on the earth. When God confronted Adam  for eating the forbidden fruit, his response was, "The woman  whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave of the tree to me and I did eat it." So Adam blamed Eve, and even God HImself. When Eve was questioned about the matter, she responded with, "The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat." It wasn't here fault; it was the serpent's fault.





God told the people of Judah that they could blame no one else for their defeat and captivity at the hands of the Babylonians. In Jer. 31:29,30 we find, "In those days they shall say no more, 'The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth shall be set on edge.' But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eatheth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge." Later, while actually in the Babylonian Captivity, God told His people through the prophet Ezekiel, "What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's�teeth are set on edge? As I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb" (Ezk. 18:2,3).





I suppose that there is some comfort to be found in not accepting responsibility for our own actions, particularly if there will be negative consequences for doing so. It is understandable when a small child is caught in the midst of some transgression and responds by saying, "I didn't do it, " or perhaps, "It is not my fault." After all, a small child is in the process of learning to accept responsibility. It is a sad thing indeed when an adult seeks to shift the blame.





There is a basic and consistent principle taught throughout God's Word. It is clearly stated in Gal. 6:7,8. Paul wrote, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap live everlasting." We are personally responsible for the things we do or don't do.
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	  Ultimately, it will not matter if we have convinced others and ourselves that the sinful things we have done are just not our fault. Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 5:10, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ: that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." It is so much better, as well as being pleasing to God, to simply accept responsibility for our actions. Repent when repentance is called for; make the necessary corrections. In God's sight we are responsible for what we do.





The Scriptures Teach We Are Saved By:





By Johnie Edwards





Christ's words (Jn. 6:63), the Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:8; Ti.3:5), faith (Rom. 10:10), repentance (Lk. 13:3), baptism (Mk. 16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21), God (Jn. 3:16; Ti. 2:11), Christ's works (Jn. 20:30-31), calling on His name (Acts 2:21), Christ's name (Acts 4:12), Christ's resurrection (Rom. 4:25), Christ's death (Rom. 5:6), hope (Rom. 8:24), confession of faith (Rom. 10:10), hearing (Rom. 10:15-17), preaching (1 Cor. 1:18), the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-2), love (Gal. 5:6), grace (Eph. 2:8), ourselves (Phil. 2:12), the love of the truth (2 Th. 2:10), Christ (1 Tim. 1:15), heeding and continuing in the doctrine (1 Tim. 4:16), God's mercy (Ti. 3:5), obedience (Heb. 5:9), Christ's blood (Heb. 9:14), works of faith (Jas. 2:24).





Note: The question is not, which one of these will save;  but all combined insure to us salvation.





You cannot eliminate any of the things to which salvation is ascribed in the Scriptures and still have salvation. It takes all of these! If you take your pen and scratch off one of these, someone else will scratch off another, and we'll do away  with salvation altogether!
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"Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits." (1 Cor. 15:33)








By David J. Riggs�


Two men who were friends both purchased parrots for pets. It turned out that one of the parrots was accustomed to singing spiritual songs, while the other used many curse words. The owners thought if they would place the parrot that sang spiritual songs with the one that cursed, the bad habit would be corrected. It turned out in the end that the opposite happened. The good parrot began to also use curse words!


Often Christians think they can associate with wicked people and not be affected. Some even think they need to get involved with evil people so that they can convert them. To the contrary, one does not need to jump into quicksand in order to get someone out of quicksand.





Let us not be deceived. Evil companionships corrupts good morals.





A Deaf Child’s Prayer





"Though I am deaf, I plainly see,�When a face in anger shouts at me.�Though true it is I do not hear, 


All notes of kindness to me are clear.





I have the sense of open eyes, Few friends or foes can be surprised, I know them fairly through and through, Not by what they say, but what they do." 


























OBEDIENCE 


What God wants from us all!
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Why We Cannot Ignore Unfaithfulness To The Lord.





By Mark White





A man who was intent on being unfaithful to the Lord once told me, "I'm not hurting anyone but myself. Leave me alone, and quit bothering me about attending the church services," he said.





The Devil has really convinced many irresponsible brethren that they have a right to go to Hell "unbothered" by others who wish to rescue them. Never mind the admonition of Scripture to the faithful that "if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in the spirit of gentleness" (Gal. 6:1). The easy course for the faithful is to ignore the unfaithful. Some churches do this as a matter of policy, in fact. Some brethren want to be a part of "fellowship" which quickly looks the other way if sin and unfaithfulness is the path a brother or sister is taking. But both brethren and churches who operate in such a fashion have completely missed what a church is all about.


Discipline, both instructive and corrective, is almost defunct in many places. The unfaithful brother walks away into obscurity, wishing to be ignored, forgotten, and left "unbothered." Some churches are all too eager to accommodate his unrighteous desire. You see, it is much easier to remove his name from our directory than it is to roll up our sleeves, go to work on his problem, shed tears over his unfaithfulness, and save his soul from Hell. The sad fact is that if we ignore the erring brother and give him the quiet exit he wants, we are no better off than he is. It is a serious thing to ignore our brother's sin. We enable him to be unfaithful by turning our heads. We fail to do what we are expected to do by our Father. In short, we fail to be our "brother' skeeper"(Gen. 4:9).





Cain made the mistake of thinking that he was not responsible for the welfare and whereabouts of his brother. The very nature of brotherhood suggests responsibility for those who have come from the same womb. When a child is born into God's family he has mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers who must now take responsibility for his care. No earthly family would ignore a member walking away from the circle of love which binds a family together. Why then, does it happen so frequently in the family of God?





Let us be remindedthat Gal. 6:1 was not just addressed to the elders of the church. Certainly, asshepherds of the flock, they have a responsibility to keep the sheep togetherand in the fold. Shepherds who are asleep and allow the sheep to be scatteredreceive scathing rebukes for doing so in Ezk. 34:1-10.
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 	  Indeed, they do have a special responsibility to "watch for souls"(Heb. 13:17). But all members who are "spiritual" are charged with the same responsibility of restoring the erring. "Brethren if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins." (Jas.5:19,20).





When you became a part of this local church, you were asking for love, acceptance, care and discipline. It's what makes us a family. Please understand that if you choose to walk away from our fellowship that we cannot ignore your behavior. Our love for you, for your soul, and our concern for your eternal welfare will not allow us to look the other way if you fall headlong into sin.








"What Am I Living For?"





By James Hahn





The story has been told of an early Christian who was about to be put to death because he would not deny his Lord. His executioner was unable to understand his apparent lack of fear in the face of death. In fact, there was a manifestation of joy on the part of the Christian. Finally, the executioner could contain himself no longer. He exclaimed, "I am about to kill you! How can you remain so calm and happy?" To which the Christian replied, "Kill me, and you take from me that which I cannot keep, and you give me that which I cannot lose." 
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Can you answer the following questions?


(Get your parents to help!)





1.  Who prophesied that Jesus was born in the city of Bethlehem? _________________________ 








2.  How long did the children of Israel wonder in the wilderness before going into the promise land? 


      ______________________________________








3.  What was Samson’s riddle, "Out of the _______ came something to ____, And out of the ______ came something _____."








4.  How long was the children of Israel in Egyptian bondage? _____________________________








5.  How long were the children of Judah in Babylonian captivity? _____________________



































This Christian had learned a very important lesson that we all need to learn. He had not only learned how to live, he had learned how to face death. We hear so much talk about how we should live and how we can give meaning to our life, however I am convinced that many have not even come close to learning the real secret to happy and meaningful living.


 


Most people seem to have the idea that to be happy in this life we must have something "worth living for." With this thought in mind many turn to money, pleasure or other things of this world, hoping to find that which is worth "living for." All such attempts to find happiness end in failure. 





The faithful Christian has learned that the things of this life are very empty when it comes to giving meaning and purpose to one's life. The only thing really important is so living now that we may gain eternal life when this life is over. The Christian is willing to die rather than deny his Lord. This is the thing that is of real value. Someone has truly said, "If we have nothing worth dying for then we really have very little worth living for." Jesus said, "What shall a man profit, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Matt. 16:26). 





..
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The Sinner's Prayer �


By William J. Stewart





A local church's web site outlines how one becomes a Christian in the following 4 steps:


1. Admit your need (I am a sinner).


2. Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).


3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.


4. Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit (Receive Him as Lord and Savior). 





Assurance is given that those who pray the sample prayer provided have "called on the name of the Lord" and are now saved (Romans 10:13). This 'pray and you're saved doctrine' is prevalent in the religious world today, but what does God's word say?  As we search the Bible for just one example of a person saved as the result of a sinner's prayer, we end our quest with no results. The sinner's prayer, as taught in most churches today is foreign to the Bible. When the apostles' doctrine (Acts 2:42) was preached, the people didn't pray that they might be saved, but rather "...those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them." (Acts 2:41; cf. 47) Having received the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38), the people were given to prayer (Acts 2:42); not in order to be saved, but because they had obeyed God's will, and were now the children of God.





If we expand the parameters of our search for a sinner's prayer in the Bible, we come across a man named Cornelius. We are told that he was ...a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always. (Acts 10:2)





Though he was a very religious man, he was not saved. Though described in this manner, he was still dead in sin. However, an angel appeared to Cornelius in a vision, telling him,  ...Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. ...He will tell you what you must do. (Acts 10:4-6)





His devotion, fear, alms and prayers did not save him, but in response to his faith, God brought together student and teacher, so that he might hear the gospel, obey God's word, and thus be saved (Acts 10:6, 19-20, 22, 33, 46-48; 11:13-15). This biblical sinner's prayer resulted in the hearing of the gospel, not salvation.





Receive the Lord into Your Heart Denominational preachers compel folks to "receive the Lord into your heart as your personal Saviour." What does the Bible say about receiving the Lord?
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 	  “The sinner's prayer, as taught in most churches today is foreign to the Bible.”  John 1:12-13 declares, But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. If we will receive the Lord, then we have the right to become the children of God! But how do we receive the Lord? Jesus plainly taught,  ...if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him - the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. (John 12:47-48)





We cannot receive Jesus apart from receiving His word. If we will receive Jesus as Lord, we must obey what He has said (Luke 6:46). He is "the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him" (Hebrews 5:9). Indeed friend, we must receive the Lord, but on His terms, not our own.


Call on the Name of the Lord





Again, salvation seekers are told to "call on the name of the Lord" (Romans 10:13). We've already noted that this is not accomplished through a sinner's prayer. Calling on the name of the Lord is more than calling out His name. The Bible teaches us how to call on the name of the Lord.





In Damascus, Ananias came to a blind and weary Saul of Tarsus, admonishing him, 


And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord. (Acts 22:16)


Calling on the name of the Lord is accomplished through obedience to His word. Romans 10:13 is a favourite text of those who subscribe to the non-biblical sinner's prayer model. That obedience is part and parcel of calling on the Lord is evident, as we look just a few verses later, But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 'Lord, who has believed our report?' So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Romans 10:16-17)





Let us heed God's instruction regarding salvation, not that which finds it's origin with man. It is God's say so that we will be judged by in the final day, not man's think so. Hear, obey, and be saved.
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Can you answer the following questions?


(Get your parents to help!)





1.  Who prophesied that Jesus was born in the city of Bethlehem? Micah, (Micah 5:2)__________ 








2.  How long did the children of Israel wonder in the wilderness before going into the promise land? 


      40 years, (Numbers 32:13)._______________








3.  What was Samson’s riddle, "Out of the eater came something to eat, And out of the strong came something sweet." (Judges 14:14).








4.  How long was the children of Israel in Egyptian bondage? 430 years, (Exodus 12:40)_______








5. How long were the children of Judah in Babylonian captivity? 70 years, (Jeremiah 25:11-12).______________________________





























------ Our Website ------





The website 


is now up 


and running.





www.chapmanhwychurchofchrist.com 
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People Change


                         


                      	              By Donnie V. Rader





			When General Motors came out with the new aerodynamic 			style Chevy Caprice (1990) I said that I would never have 			one of those "ugly" things. When cellular phones started 			getting popular, I thought it was dumb to carry your phone 			with you. Not more than two years ago I sat in a restaurant 			and noticed a man answering his phone while he ate. My 			comment to Joan was, "That's crazy!" I used to think golf 			was silly. In fact, when "pressed" into going last year, I 			reminded those I was with that President Teddy Roosevelt 			said this was a game for those who are "sissy."





			Just the other day I stood on the golf course talking on my 			cellular phone. When I finished the ninth hole, I loaded my 			clubs in the back of my '92 Caprice and drove home. My 			point? People change. Sometimes for the better and    			sometimes for the worse. We need to be reminded that 			people do change.





The Ability To Change





The fact that people can change is a wonderful thing -- a reason to be thankful. Contrary to the concept that says, "That's just my nature -- I can't help it," we do have a choice.





Any passage that points to the free moral agency of man says that man has the ability to change (Ezek. 18; Rom. 6). Since man can change, he doesn't have to continue as he is. He has a choice. So, we must conclude that people are like they are because that's the way they want to be.			 





Those who are ungodly, weak, or unfaithful are so, not because they can't help it, but because they choose to be. Those who are godly, strong, and faithful are so because they changed.





Change is the idea of repentance. It involves a change of mind. Jesus spoke of a son who had said he wouldn't do what his father said, but later he repented and went (Matt. 21:28-29). The people repented at the preaching of Jonah (Matt. 12:41). The book of Jonah describes that as turning from evil (Jonah 3:10).





What a blessing! I can change my life.
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Sinners Can Change





People who are in sin can change, even the worst of sinners. The apostle Paul is a classic example. He was a zealous enemy of the cause of Christ. He persecuted Christians (Acts 8:1-4; 9:1-3). He described himself as the "chief of sinners" (1 Tim. 1:15). Later we see him as an apostle preaching and teaching the very things he fought. He changed (Acts 9:22, 26; 1 Tim. 1; Phil. 1).





Some of the very ones who had stood at Pilot's Praetorium and cried, "Crucify him, Crucify him" repented and were baptized by the authority of the very one they put to death (Acts 2:21-41). Those who comprised the church at Corinth made giant changes. They were fornicators, prostitutes, adulterers, and even homosexuals. But, they changed (1 Cor. 6:9-11).





Today, we look at the homosexual, the drunkard, the drug addict, and the thief with great disdain. We think it of little benefit to even invite them to church, much less say anything to them about obedience to the gospel. After all, they wouldn't be interested. Besides, we wonder if we really want to associate with those people anyway. But, God, through his word, can change these people (Rom. 1:16).





We may shake our heads in frustration at those who are weak or unfaithful thinking that their "service" isn't worth a plug nickel. Then, we remember cases of those who changed and serve God better than they ever have. Thank God for change!





The apostle Peter was already a disciple of the Lord when he denied he knew the Lord. Later, he acted the part of a hypocrite at Antioch (Gal. 2:11-14). However, later he is found urging God's people to be diligent and strong (1 Pet. 1:15; 3:15; 2 Pet. 1:5-10). He changed!
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			"But foolish and unlearned  			questions avoid, knowing that they 			do gender strifes." (2 Tim. 2:2





			While Abraham Lincoln was a 			lawyer, he was called on to be the 		arbitrator in many disputes. 			On one occasion, two men 			had been arguing for hours 			about the correct proportion 			of the length of a man's legs 			to the size of his body. They 			finally called on Lincoln to   			settle the question. After     			listening intently to the points 			on both sides, he stated that 			it seemed to him that this was 			a question of the utmost     			significance and one that had caused much bloodshed in the past and would doubtless do so again in the future. He concluded by saying, "It is my opinion, all side issues being swept aside, that a man's lower limbs, in order to preserve harmony of proportion, should be at least long enough to reach from his body to the ground." 





"But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless." (Titus 3:9) 


























            The Righteous Can Change





It is likewise true that those who are righteous can change. Just because someone is faithful and diligent in his service to God doesn't mean that he will always be.





There is the ever present danger that one can drift away and depart. The Hebrew writer warned, Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away(Heb. 2:1)





Our hearts are saddened -- even sickened -- when we learn of one who was once faithful and dedicated to the Lord but who doesn't even attend worship anymore. What's sad is that specific cases could be compounded.





It is equally disappointing when we see those we have had confidence in getting weaker and tolerating things they would have once abhorred.





The point to be learned is that we must take heed lest it happen to us. Paul said, "Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12). That means it could happen to any one of us!
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Crucified With Christ �


H.E. Phillips





Frequently we all wonder what good we can do for Christ, what good we can be to the church and how Christ can use us. We all become discouraged at times and feel like quitting the race because our goal seems too far away and too hard to attain. But let us take courage in the fact that Christ can use each of us to accomplish his will if we will give ourselves completely to him, body, soul and spirit. The Lord does not compel any of us to work in his kingdom; it must be a willing and voluntary service on our part in every respect.





"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me" (Gal. 2:20). At least three things are stated in this passage by which we are enabled to be of use to the Master in the way that pleases him. These are:





1. I am crucified with Christ. Christ cannot use anyone who persists in living the old sinful life. We must become dead to sin before we can be made alive in Christ. Christ was crucified. Paul had just said he was dead: through the law he was dead to the law (vs. 19). By the fulfillment of the law by Christ, Paul was dead to the law and sin. He had been made alive through the gospel. He had been crucified: suffered death like Christ had died, yet he lived. His death was not physical; he had died to worldly things and sin, as well as to the works of the law of Moses. Before Christ can use you, you must become dead to the old life of sin. "Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin" (Rom. 6:6).





2. But Christ liveth in me. Even though one may be dead to sin, he cannot be used by Christ unless Christ lives in that person. Paul said he was dead, yet he lived. Then he explains that it was not he that lived but Christ that lived in him. The effects of Christ's death on the cross had made Paul dead to the sinful life he lived before. Now this new life he had was by Christ, thus Christ lived in him. This signified that the word and influence of Christ dwelt in the heart of Paul and completely governed his life in thought, word and deed. Christ was the only source of this life by which Paul now lived. "In him was life; and the life was the light of men" (John 1:4). "For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself.





(John 5:26). Jesus said, " . . . I am come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly" (John 10:10). From these statements by John we know that Christ is the source of this new life. It is proper to speak of Christ as living in the one who is enjoying this new life that comes from him. Before Christ can use you, you must let him be the
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	 guiding force in your life. This is done, of course, by his word in the New Testament. You must be dead to the old life of sin and disobedience and let Christ rule your new life in him.





3. I live by the faith of the Son of God. The one who lives by faith lives as faith directs. It is not possible for one to please God without faith (Heb. 11:6). Faith is a condition of the mind that trusts in the Lord and responds completely to his will. The gospel is called "the faith" because it is the power that directs our obedience (Jude 3). Before we can walk by faith God must have spoken to us through His word (Rom. 10:17). Anything religious that is not done according to God's word is sinful; the doer cannot please God without faith (Heb. 11:6). One must live by faith before he can be used by Christ in his kingdom.


Pertinent to salvation and usefulness in the church of our Lord is one's willingness to die to sin and allow Christ to live in him by obeying the faith. Some wonder why they are never able to make progress in converting souls to Christ. Perhaps it is because they have never really died to sin. Perhaps they love the things of the world to the extent that Christ can not enter their lives. Or perhaps it is because they refuse to allow the faith, which is the gospel, the word of God, to be the exclusive guiding principle in all that they think, say and do.
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Who Am I?





I was married to a king of Israel? ___________








I worshiped the Baals, in fact, 400 prophet ate at my table? ____________________________





I had many of the prophets of Jehovah killed,  _______________________________________





Elijah prophesied that dogs would eat me by the wall of Jezreel.' _______________________





I was eaten by dogs at the wall of Jezreel               


_______________________________________  








Who Am I? ________________________
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Giving God Our Best �


By Joel Fannin �


If we stop long enough to think about it, we will realize that we live in an age of pleasures that seem to make life come close to effortless. We have cars, cellular phones, ATMs, plastic checks, television sets, computers, the Internet (information easier to access), you name it! However, in such an age, we as Christians cannot afford to become effortless in our service to God. We must always be giving our best to the Lord. We have good examples of people in the Old Testament who gave their best to God. Following are some other good examples of those who did just that!





Most of us know the story of Cain and Abel. "Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions" (Gen. 4:4). We can read on in the same chapter and see that God had regard for Abel because of the very fact that he decided in his own heart that he would bring his best before the Lord while Cain failed to do so.  





We can also marvel at Caleb's trust in the Lord when he asked Joshua for the land of Hebron as an inheritance saying, "I am still as strong today as I was in the day Moses sent me ..." (Josh. 14:11). Caleb gave his best to God; all that he could offer. It sometimes seems to be that some think the older they get, the less active they can get. The simple answer seems to be to just pass it off to those who are younger. However, Caleb's zeal for pleasing the Lord did not diminish with the passing of time.  





Josiah the 16th king of Judah is also another great example! After discovering a lost book of the law in the temple during its restoration, it was read before him by Shaphan the scribe. Up until this time, Josiah did what he could to please the Lord. The 22nd chapter of 2 Kings, verse two describes him as follows: "He did right in the sight of the Lord and walked in all the way of his father David, nor did he turn aside to the right or to the left." After hearing God's word, Josiah knew what he had to do. He went on an aggressive campaign to "clean up" Judah of all the idolatrous influence. Most of chapter 23 is devoted to his efforts. In doing this, Josiah also strived to give God his best.  





In our worship, and in our lives as well, we cannot afford to get lazy or passive. There are so many distractions, whether it be at school, at work, or at home, that we forget to take time out for the Lord. This includes His word, prayer, and meditation. As a goal for each and every day, let's determine within ourselves, no matter what our age, to refresh out hearts in Christ, thus always being ready to give God our best!
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Three Benefits of Bible Class �


By Sam Stinson





"A wise man will hear and increase in learning, And a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel" (Prov. 1:5, NASB).  





Perhaps you've heard a brother or sister make a comment to the effect that continuing in Bible classes, attending and participating, is not helpful. For instance, this particular brother grins and whispers in my ear, "Sam, I've been a Christian for forty years and I've been in Bible classes all that time since then. When do I get to graduate?" 





While it is true that study of God's word requires investment of energy, it is an eternally helpful task. I did not have the heart to say that one thing happens to each of us, we die! When we each graduate from this mortal coil, it is then that we will truly reap the benefit from a lifetime of studying God's word. Nevertheless, there are great benefits to be had in this lifetime by increasing our learning and continuing in the acquiring of wise counsel from God's word.  





1. Bible class assists in continuing education. Continuing education is essential in any discipline. Would you trust a doctor who has not recently questioned his long-held assumptions? Our trade is the very living of a Christian life to draw all people to our Lord. Becoming a lifelong learner keeps our abilities fresh and active. Ezra the priest was such a person as he set his heart to study God's word, to perform it, and to teach it to others (Ezr 7:10).
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Who Am I?








I was married to a king of Israel? I Kings 21:25





I worshiped the Baals, in fact, 400 prophit ate at my table?  I Kings 18:19





I had many of the prophets of Jehovah killed,  I Kings 18:13





Elijah prophesied that dogs would eat me by the wall of Jezreel.' I Kings 21:23





I was eaten by dogs at the wall of Jezreel                 II Kings 9:30-37








Who Am I?   Jezebel_____























A few complain that physical handicaps keep them from being of service to Christ. They are crippled, can not talk, poor, but look what Christ did with a few poor fishermen! Some do nothing because they do not have the talents they think some others have. Christ does not need mental giants to do his will. He can use only those who have died to sin and are living according to his word. A humble, consecrated life is a powerful instrument for the Lord to use in converting men and women to his will. Search your own life and see if your failures may not be due to the fact that you have not really surrendered yourself to him in all things. Let us awake out of sleep and let Christ reign in our lives instead of letting sin reign in our bodies.





We can be sure that Christ will supply what we lack in ability if only we will do our best according to his word. So many today are eager to do something "for Christ," but the idea of doing what he requires of us only by faith: doing only what is revealed in the New Testament, seems never to have occurred to the masses. Christ can use only those who will walk by faith.





Paul said we are baptized into the death of Christ, and as he was raised up from the dead, "even so we also should walk in newness of life" (Rom.6:4). We then become dead to sin and are buried by baptism to be raised to the new life. This is when we become the servants of righteousness. This is when we are made free from sin (Rom. 6:17-18). By living a life of faith we become useful to Christ in accomplishing his will to save the lost.





2. Bible class is a great opportunity for self-directed education.  Becoming a self-teaching student is a wonderful objective. Paul exhorted Timothy to be a good priest of God and guard the true knowledge of Christ he had learned (1 Tim. 6:20; cf. Mal. 2:7).  How much better do we do of guarding knowledge as God's people, God's priesthood, when we personally desire to grow and learn? I want to be such a student as learns on his own outside of Bible class so that I might better examine and accept the premises of truth presented in study with others.  





3. Bible class provides us an opportunity to be an example for other Christians.  It was also written of Ezra that he gathered together with all the heads of the houses of Israel to study God's word (Neh. 8:13). What a great example of a godly man teaching the other leaders of Israel! I want to set an example of diligence for others that they might also grow in this desire. When we show up to Bible Class with answers written in the blanks of our worksheets, ready to jot down any helpful notes, and willing to share an insight we might have into the topic, others will see this example. Lord willing, they will not see me arguing over words but actively striving to build up my sibling in Christ (2 Tim. 2:14).
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Hope


You Can't Live or Die Without It





By Phillip Mullins





A man will start across a desert if he knows there is water on the other side. A cancer patient will suffer through the pain and discomfort of radiation or chemotherapy if she thinks there is a cure to follow. A laborer will toil long hours and break his back doing his job if he knows there is a pay check coming at the end of the week. Hope sustains us, carries us, and gives us a reason to keep going.





Is your life filled with hope? What are your hopes tied to? If it is dependent upon wealth then be prepared for disappointment; you can lose it in a heartbeat. Does your hope lie in your good health? That too is a fragile hope that can be dashed to pieces with your next trip to the doctor. If your hope rests in your job it is likewise flimsy. There is no such thing as complete "job security." Does your hope lie in your relationships with friends and family? It is a fact of life that friends come and go, that family will at times let you down, and that we are often separated from those we love.





There is only one type of hope that is sure not to fail. "Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God" (Psalm 146:5). God is dependable.





His love, His mercy, His forgiveness, His wisdom, His power never fails. God's greatest offer of hope has come through the gospel (Colossians 1:23). In Christ we can find forgiveness of sin, the promise of a better life after death, and the strength to face life before death.





However, many people stumble through life with no hope before God (Ephesians 2:12). They have no assurance that the future is going to be better than the past.  They have no guarantee that their life, in spite of the difficulties 


encountered, is working out for their good (Romans 8:28).





The Christian though is blessed with constant reminders that his or her life is one filled with hope. The child of God can soak in the promises of forgiveness and guidance that the Lord has made in the Scriptures. He or she can relish in the bright picture of heaven that is painted in the pages of the Bible. The Christian has a reason to live and a reason to die with anticipation of going to a better place.





Do you have hope, dependable and lasting hope? If not, how can you live and die without it?
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The Second Coming of Jesus


                          


By Bryan Gibson





Here's the mistake many make when studying this subject, in particular the events surrounding His second coming. They start with highly figurative passages, like those in the Book of Revelation, propose some theory heavily based on speculation, and then try to fit every other passage in the New Testament into their theory. There is a better way. Start with the plain statements of Scripture, get a clear understanding of them, and then proceed to the more difficult passages. Make sure then that your understanding of the more difficult passages does not conflict with the plain statements.





Here's what we find when we study those plain statements: It is foolish to make predictions about the time of His return, because He will come as "a thief in the night" (1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10). Understanding that a thief does not warn us ahead of time (Luke 12:39), we need to heed the following admonition: "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming" 


(Matthew 25:13).





His coming, or appearance in the clouds, will be obvious to everyone, because it will be signaled by a shout, the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet of God (1 Thessalonians 4:16;              1 Corinthians 15:51-52).
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               Can you answer              		   these questions?








1. Who does the Bible describe as escaping  physical death?





2.  Where was the Apostle Paul born?





3.  Who is the first recorded martyr of Jesus?





4. What city did God command Jonah to go and cry against?





5. What was the name of the great giant David fought? 





6.  What is the shortest verse in the Bible?





7.  Who is referred to as the weeping prophet?

















At the time of His return, which is described as the "last day," there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the righteous and the unrighteous (Acts 24:15; John 6:39-40,44,54; 12:48). Jesus will speak and "ALL who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth..." (John 5:28-29).





The righteous who have died will meet Jesus in the air, followed by the righteous who are still alive        (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). This will of course involve a separation of the righteous from the unrighteous (Matthew 25:32-33;13:49).





The righteous, who will be given spiritual or incorruptible bodies (1 Corinthians 15:35-54), will then go to heaven to "always be with the Lord" (1 Thessalonians 4:17; see also John 12:16; 14:3; 17:24).





The unrighteous, on the other hand, will be cast into the lake which burns with fire and brimstone (Revelation 21:8), an eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41). They will be "punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power" 


(2 Thessalonians 1:9).





"The heavens will pass away with a great noise...both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up" (2 Peter 3:10). The saved will dwell in a "new heaven and a new earth" (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1). 
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CHRISTIANITY: EVEN A CAVE MAN CAN DO IT





By George Hutto





"The Lord is...not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (1 Pet. 3:9). 





Geico's ad campaign has found an ethnic group that even the politically correct will not defend -- cave men. It taps into that part of us which likes to tease somebody about his or her peculiarity -- being short, a Southern drawl, or one's ethnicity -- with impunity. There are no cave men (or women) around here in America to defend themselves.





The Bible, the first great proponent of pluralism, launched Christianity with the Great Commission to preach the gospel to all creation, making disciples of all the nations (Mk. 16:15; Matt. 28:18-20). Further, this universal religion called names: "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, ther is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). This verse of Scripture is merely one of many such passages which are inclusive of race, social standing, and gender. There is, in fact, a reference to those who "wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth" (Heb. 11:38). The gospel is for cave dwellers too. 





Everybody Everywhere Understands The Concept Of Love: "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" (Jn. 15:13). When the gospel tells of Christ's perfect sacrifice for our sins, of His great deeds, and of His resurrection, there is universal appeal. 





The Concept Of Sin Is Not Difficult: -- Sin is simply a "transgression of the law" (1 Jn. 3:4). God takes it very seriously, removing Adam and Eve, the first sinners, from the tree of life in the garden (Gen. 3). Prisons are filled with individuals who apparently missed out on the fact that responsible beings simply cannot be allowed to disregard laws for the general good. God has His laws, too, and when we violate them He holds us accountable (Ezek. 18:20; 1 Jn. 5:3). 





The Concept Of Repentance Is Likewise Universally Accepted: -- Children are taught to say "I'm sorry," and change their wrong behavior. If they are not taught to change their wrong ways, see preceding paragraph above. See also the opening quote. 





Neither Is Confession A Complicated Thing: -- We're not talking here about confessing sins, which, by the way, is a good thing (Jas. 5:16). Rather, we're talking about a public statement about serving Christ -- The Good Confession. When the Ethiopian asked to be baptized, he was told, "If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 8:37).
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	The apostle Paul later said this: "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. 10:10). Confession of one's faith is not always easy to do, but it is easy enough to understand. (Consider Peter, who in his hour of trial, denied Jesus). 





This Cleansing From Sin Happens At Baptism: -- The Bible says that Jesus washes the sinners' sin away in His own blood (Rev. 1:5). Ananias said to Saul: "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Some do not understand how immersion in water can have anything to do with forgiveness of sins. Ten-year-old boys often do not see the connection between bathing in water and social acceptability, but there is a connection. Peter the apostle said this on the subject: "The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet 3:21). If the commandment is to be baptized "for the remission of sins" that should be simple enough. 





The Concept Of Faithful Worship And Service Is Straight Forward Also: -- Simply worshiping God is not good enough, as illustrated by the cases of Cain (Gen. 4), Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1-3), and the Jews of Malachi's day. God will not accept just any worship we offer. Form (as in "formal" worship) is important (1 Cor. 11:17-34), as well as putting the heart into it. Cornelius offered wonderful prayers, but he was still in his sin (Acts 10; 11:14). The Pharisees honored God with their lips, but their heart was far from Him (Matt. 15:8,9). Scripturalness, reverence, and respect for the authority of Christ through the Scripture are understandable enough. 





There may not be any cave men around us to obey the gospel, but there are lots of other folks who should become Christians. We will not be judged in the last day by the politically correct, but, rather by the Bible (Jn. 12:48).
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               Can you answer              		   these questions?


		    (How did you do?)





1. Who does the Bible describe as escaping physical death? Enoch, (Genesis 5:24).





2.  Where was the Apostle Paul born? Tarsus,   (Acts 22:3).





3.  Who is the first recorded martyr of Jesus? Steven, (Acts 7:59-60).





4. What city did God command Jonah to go and cry against? Nineveh, (Jonah 1:2).





5. What was the name of the great giant David fought? Goliath, (I Samuel 17:4).





6. What is the shortest verse in the Bible?   Jesus wept, (John 11:35).





7.  Who is referred to as the weeping prophet? Jeremiah, Jeremiah 2:2.





The fool has said in his heart, 'There is no God.





"The fool has said in his heart, 'There is no God.' They are corrupt, they have done abominable   works, there is none who does good. The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there are any who understand, who seek God." (Psalm 14:1-2).





There is one fact that opposes all the wit and argumentation of infidelity; namely, "No one has ever repented of being a Christian on his deathbed." Infidels are altogether different. Robert Ingersoll (1833-1899), the famous Atheist who bitterly opposed God and the Bible, is said to have stated on his deathbed, "Oh God, if there be a God, save my soul, if I have a soul, from hell, if there be a hell." Truly the fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." 
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				 Message From 				Death Row!





                                By Ricky Don Blackmon





I hope I may have a moment of your time. I am writing to you from prison, yes prison....I hope to reach out in the way that Paul did while he was in prison....to help you live according to the gospel of Jesus Christ.





First, stop and think what it is that may or may not cause one of us to end up in prison. It is the same thing that can cause us to end up in HELL. What is that? SIN!!!





And one of the sins I want to speak about here today is: "REBELLION"





Rebellion is what most of us don't think about very much. Like not listening to our parents when they tell us something. Like not listening to God when He tells us something. Like not listening to Governing authorities. And one of the greatest and easiest things that cause this rebellion is your friends. Yes, your friends will try to get you to do something, and if you say "no," often they will say, "come on, are you scared?" or they'll call you "chicken."  Then most people will jump right in and do whatever it is, for most people don't like to be looked at like that by their friends....I know what I am talking about, for all I have said so far, landed me on death row....





Wild women, drugs, and fast living was the road I took, and look where it got me. Don't think it cannot happen to you; for if you find yourself on any of these roads, you will sooner or later run into a situation that may hurt not only you, but your loved ones as well. And when you say, "Oh, I know what I am doing," believe me, I said the very same thing, and see where I am.





I obeyed the gospel many years ago and fell away, and now I have come home to the Lord again.... When I obeyed the gospel I was told through God's word what to do, and I fell away....But, PLEASE HEAR ME, clean up your life if you are in the wrong way of life. In the back of your mind you know who you are and the life you live. And if you say to yourself, like I said many times, "I know what I am doing," the TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE...has a number for you. Mine is 000893. I am only one of 340...people on death row here in Texas. And if you run with the wrong people YOU could get the death penalty. For example; say you are riding around with a friend, and you pull into a gas station. Your friend goes in to pay for the gas, and robs and kills the gas station attendant. You are only sitting in the car, but under Texas Law, a District Attorney can get a jury to give YOU a death sentence as well as the guy that did the killing....Texas will execute people like that as if they were the one who did the crime....
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	It is my prayer that you will stop and think about your life...for we are all under...God's law. If we obey the Lord, then we can have eternal life, even if life on earth throws us a curve, like it did me. But I was able to repent of my sins, but I also could have been dead before I had a chance to repent, and I know without a doubt, had I done so I would be bound for Hell. But I did repent, and have the chance to meet you in Heaven come Judgment Day. So please, let's work for the goal together, OK?





Your brother in Christ Jesus, Ricky Don Blackmon (After eleven years on death row, brother Blackmon was executed August           4, 1999, in Huntsville, TX.). 








         





				   The 


				Sermon 


				   You 


				 Preach





There isn't a word  that a preacher can say,    No matter how lovely  or  true,





Nor is there a prayer that his eager lips pray,  that can preach such a sermon as you.





You vowed to serve Christ and men know that you did, they're watching the things that you do;





There isn't one action of yours that is hid,     Men are watching and studying you.





You say you're no preacher? Yes, but you preach A wonderful sermon each day.





The acts of your life are the things which you teach, It isn't the things that you say.





So, Christians, remember you bear His dear name; Your lives are for others to view.





You are living examples, men praise you, or blame, And measures all Christians by you.
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"Honor your father and mother,"





"Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: that it may be well with   you   and   you   may  live long on the earth." (Eph. 6:2-3)





A man stopped at the flower shop to order some flowers to be wired to his mother who lived 200 miles away. As he got out of his car he noticed a girl sitting on the curb sobbing. He asked her what was wrong and she replied, "I wanted to buy a red rose for my mother, but I only have 75 cents and a rose costs $2." The man smiled and said, "Come on in with me. I will buy you a rose for your mother." He placed his FTD order of flowers to his mother and bought a rose for the girl. As they were leaving he offered the girl a ride. She responded, "Yes, please, if you could. Take me to my mother," and she directed him to a cemetery where she placed the rose on a freshly dug grave. The man returned to the flower shop, canceled the wire order, picked up the flowers and drove the 200 miles to his mother's home. 





Let us honor our parents. 








      IF YOUR FRIENDS


    ASKED YOU TO DO 


SOMETHING YOU KNOW


      IS WRONG WHAT


      WOULD YOU DO?








JESUS IS WATCHING!
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BIBLE AUTHORITY��


By Richard Thetford�





All men must recognize the need for authority in all things that we do. If�you were to take your vehicle to an auto mechanic and instruct him to put in�some spark plugs but he also worked on the transmission and gave you a bill�for $1,400.00 because he felt that you needed a new transmission, you know�that he abused you. Since you did not authorize that work to be done, you�have no obligation to pay for that transmission. If you instructed for your�living room carpet to be replaced with blue carpeting before you went away�for the day and returned to find that not only was the living room carpet�replaced but two bedroom carpets were replaced with green carpeting, you�once again were abused because carpet was added and color was changed�without your authority. If a gasoline station were to guess at what to�charge you rather than measure out the gasoline by a definite standard�gallon, you would feel abused. ALL men recognize the need for authority in�secular matters. But what about religion? Don't you think God has given man�a standard to go by in the realm of religion? The Bible says: "All Scripture�is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof�for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be�complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3: 16-17).





The Bible Teaches The Need For Authority Jesus performed many signs, wonders, and miracles, prompting people to come to Jesus and ask Him, "By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?" (Matthew 21:23). These people recognized that authority is needed. In Colossians 3:17, the Bible teaches "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus." All the things in which we DO in WORD (what we teach) and in DEED (what we practice) must be done in the NAME OF THE LORD (which means by the Lord's authority). To do something in anyone's name means to do it by that persons authority. To go beyond the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9) is to do something without the authority of Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:6-9).





What Does Religious Division Stem From? Anytime that two individuals disagree on anything religiously, the religious disagreement stems from: (1) A lack of respect for the authority of Christ or (2) An ignorance of how to establish proper Bible authority. There is no excuse for anyone who disrespects God's authority. In the denominational world today many examples of "disrespect" for God's Word can be seen. The attitude is, "wear my name," or "have the kind of music that pleases you," and "let the church be any kind of organization which pleases the people."
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	There have even been others who have gone so far as to say '"we don't need Bible authority for everything that we do." However there are some today that do respect God's Word and desire to do all things that are pleasing to Him! These are the type of individuals that we need to have fellowship with.





Respect For Authority The Old Testament is filled with example after example showing us how we should have a genuine, fearful respect of God's authority. In Leviticus 10:1-2 it says: "Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the LORD." We can clearly see that these two added to God's Word. They did not respect His authority. We can also see examples of this in Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:2-9), King Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:9-21), and Uzzah (2 Samuel 6:3-8). All of these examples are for our learning (Romans 15:4) and demonstrate to us that we must have respect for the authority of God in all that we do religiously.





How Can I Establish Bible Authority? There are three ways in which to establish Bible authority. The first is command, which is a positive statement or a requirement. An example of a command can be found in Mark 16:16. The second is approved apostolic�example. The New Testament example of this type of Bible authority can be found in Acts 20:7 where we are told when to take the Lord's Supper. The third way to establish Bible authority is necessary inference, which is�something that is implied by scripture. An example of this can be found in Matthew 3:16 which says: "When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and�He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him." This verse states that Jesus "went up" from the water. How do we know that He went down into the water? The answer is inference. In Hebrews 10:25, an�ASSEMBLY is commanded. By inference a PLACE to assemble is required. In order to be pleasing to God we must ensure that we are doing all we do religiously based upon His will and not man's traditions.
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Nothing Like The Truth!





"No one calls for justice, nor does any plead for truth. They trust in empty words and speak lies; they conceive evil and bring forth iniquity." (Isa. 59:4) 





A client went to his attorney and said, "I am going into a business deal with a man I do not trust. I want you to frame an airtight contract that he can't break and will protect me from any sort of mischief he may have on his mind." The attorney replied, "Listen, my friend. There is no group of words in the English language that will take the place of plain honesty between men which will fully protect either of you if you plan to deceive each other." (From Illustrations Unlimited, by James S. Hewett, p. 288) 





Psalm 62:4, speaking of evil men, says, "They delight in lies; they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly." Eph. 4:25 says, "Therefore, putting away lying, 'Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,' for we are members of one another." 








GOSPEL MEETING 





April 4-7





Speaker: Tommy Thomas








Our gospel meeting is only a few weeks away. Please make your plans and invite others to come and hear the gospel of Christ!





When one hears the excuses people make today, it is obvious that Elijah's message is badly needed in this generation. People excuse their failure to teach others the gospel with, "People are so prejudiced around here they just won't listen"; when the truth is, little effort has been made. If they are approached about their ungodly conduct, they explain that "You just.. don't know how terrible the people are that I have to work around every day". If their children go astray their explanation is, "Our children are faced with pressures that we didn't have growing up". Such statements, repeated often enough, become to many a "license" to do wrong and a salve to soothe their troubled consciences.





We must throw aside our excuses and make up our minds to do right. Elijah could serve God in wicked surroundings. And so can we.
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A Man Who Had Plenty�


By Frank Himmel�


Only Luke records Jesus’ story if the rich man and Lazarus (16:19-31). Scholars debate whether this was a parable or a historical account.�Since parables are true-to-life illustrations, it makes little difference. The story is addressed to the Pharisees, who were lovers of money (v. 14). Their money and outward show of religion impressed men (v. 15). Perhaps folks viewed their wealth as an indication of God’s approval. Jesus knew better.  The story is about a man who had plenty. We ought to be able to relate to that.





He had plenty of money. The man is not named. (Some folks refer to him as Dives, based on Jerome’s Latin word for rich.) He was just “a�certain rich man.” He could be anyone with plenty of money. Who is that? Doesn’t rich always describe folks who have more than we?  It�shouldn’t. Most of us have plenty, far more than is essential to life. Plenty of money was not the man’s problem.  It was what he did with�it. “He habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, gaily living in splendor every day” (v. 19). He consumed it all.  It all went to self. And that was inexcusable because…





He had plenty of opportunity to help others. “And a certain poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table…” (v. 20-21). Sometimes we console ourselves that we would do more if only we had opportunity.  Beware. The problem is rarely lack of opportunity; it is unwillingness to see it. This man couldn’t see it lying at his gate! Neither will we if we, like him, are always looking in a mirror.  That focus on self later became unbearably painful because…





He had plenty of torment. In Hades, the realm of the dead. The man who had been so comfortable in life was now indescribably miserable in death. Instantly, he became the beggar. “Father Abraham, have mercy on me…I am in agony in this flame” (v. 24). Now he could see clearly. It was too late. All that remained was an eternity of agony. And it was his own fault because…."





He had plenty of instruction. At the end of the story the rich man pled with Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to warn his brothers. “But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead’” (v. 31). The Bible that the rich man had so long ignored contained all the instruction, evidence, promises and warning that anyone would need. If that won’t move us, what else would?





Are you living daily in service to the Christ who was crucified for you?
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A Godly Man in Wicked Surroundings�


By Bill Hall





Elijah was a man who reached true greatness in the Lord's service.  He was always ready to go where God would send him (I Kings 18:1; 19:15); to pray whenever prayer was needed (I Kings 17:20, 21; 18:36, 37), and to confront evil whenever confrontation was necessary (I Kings�18:17-24; 21:17-19). He was translated without seeing death, and he, along with Moses, was chosen to appear with the Lord on the mount of�transfiguration.





The remarkable thing about Elijah is that he attained this greatness while living in a wicked and hostile environment. Had he lived in Judah during the righteous reign of Hezekiah or Josiah, we might not be surprised at Elijah's attainments.  But he lived instead in Israel during the wicked reign of Ahab.  He was subjected to the cruel intents of Jezebel. He was under constant harassment and threat of death. He became so discouraged at one point that he asked to die, but he never denied his God.





In this wicked environment Elijah was able to influence others. The widow of Zarephath was blessed through Elijah (I Kings 17:8-24). The�multitudes on Mount Carmel were led to cry, "The Lord, He is God!" through his courageous efforts (I Kings 18:39). Elisha, his successor, must have been greatly influenced by him.  And even Ahab was brought to humility on one occasion, clothing himself in sackcloth as a result of Elijah's rebuke (I Kings 21:27-29). The message of Elijah is clear. You can live a godly life and influence others for good in a wicked and hostile environment.
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CHANGING THE LABEL MAKES                     SIN MORE DANGEROUS





One of America's great needs is to recognize sin for what it is. We are too prone to explain it away, or to soften it's horrors.





Wilbur Chapman tells of a distinguished minister who preached on sin, and one of the leading members came to talk to him in his study. He said to the preacher, "We don't want you to talk so plainly about sin, because the more our boys and girls hear you talking about sin the more easily they will become sinners. Call sin a mistake if you will, but do not speak so plainly about it being just plain out right sin."





The preacher took down a small bottle from the shelf marked "POISON" and showed it to the visitor. It was a bottle of strychnine. He said, "I see what you want me to do. You want me to change the label. Now, suppose I took off this label marked "Poison" on this bottle, and put on some mild label, such as "Oil of Anise," don't you see what happens? The milder you make the label, the more dangerous you make the poison!"





And so it is with sin. It is hideous and horrible and no amount of whitewashing will change the picture. It must be branded for what it really is if we are to escape its blighting devastation.





Our Need of Reverence


                       


By Gilbert Alexander





			Reverence toward God is the only proper way for us to 			draw near to Him. "Therefore, since we are receiving a 			kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by 			which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and 			godly fear" (Heb. 12:28). "Holy and reverend (awesome -- 			NKJV) is His name" (Psa. 111:9). It is because of              			reverence for God that we can love Him and walk humbly 			with Him (Mic. 6:8). Reverence also helps us to worship in 			spirit and in truth (Jno. 4:24) "God is greatly to be feared in 			the assembly of the saints, and to be held in reverence by 			all those who are around Him" (Psa. 89:7).





			"When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, 			the moon and the stars, which You have ordained, what is 			man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that 			You visit him?" (Psa. 8:3, 4). "By the Word of the Lord the 			heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath 			of His mouth" (Psa. 33:6). "It is He Who has made us, and 			not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His 			pasture" (Psa. 100:3). "The earth is the Lord's, and all its 			fullness, the world and those who dwell therein" (Psa.   			24:1). "All things are of God" (2 Cor. 5:18). "In Him we live 			and move and have our being...We are the offspring of 			God" (Acts 17:28,29). "And do not fear those who kill the 			body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him Who is 			able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt. 10:28).





 We show reverence for God when we use His name only with the greatest respect. "Hallowed be Your name" (Matt. 6:9). It is irreverence to use His name as a by-word or in any other empty fashion. We also show reverence when we respect the authority of God and of His Son. We show respect for His authority when we study diligently to learn what He wants us to do, and when we then obey His instructions without murmuring or disputing with His Law (Phil. 2:14). Humility demands that we "consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness" (1 Tim. 6:3-5).
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	All of us should be able to see that reverence is a learned disposition of mind and behavior. Children must be taught continually in order that they learn to show reverence to God in a PROPER way. Cain's, Nadab's, and Abihu's offerings were not displays of true reverence, regardless of how "reverently" they offered them. We as adults must also be reminded of these lessons. We should prepare our minds as the time draws near to offer praise and worship in the assembly of the saints. We can (but should not) set a wrong example for children by acting indifferently and frivolously as worship is offered to God. Our quietness and reverence and our hearty singing of praise to God, plus our teaching our children to participate and our restraint upon them in requiring respectful behavior, will show them the way until they are able to understand why we are behaving this way. No person of understanding expects little children to understand the depth of meaning in songs, in prayers, and in the Lord's Supper; but we have every reason to expect proper discipline to be exercised in order to train children in the ways of righteousness. All of us must learn the greatness of God and our complete dependence upon Him so that we may live in awe of His power, in respect of His holiness, and in love for His love and mercy offered to all who will obey Him (Heb. 5:9).
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Tommy Thomas
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Make your plans to                                     be at each service! 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?





By Randy Cavender





"Do you really believe that one must be baptized in order to be saved?" This question has been asked and answered many times. So many times folks will read Mark 16:16 where Jesus said, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 


who does not believe will be condemned." All the emotional appeals that one might think of will not change what the Bible teaches concerning baptism. I believe that a closer look at baptism is needed in order to understand why it saves.





Baptism saves because God requires it. Many have the concept that baptism is a commandment of men. To believe that baptism is a man-made rite is to misunderstand what the Bible teaches.





Baptism saves because it is the means by which we enter Christ. Can one be saved outside of Christ? Paul taught the Galatians, "For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal 3:27). Furthermore, we must realize that "In Him (Christ) we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. 1:7). To believe that one does not have to be baptized is to believe that one does not have to be in Christ!





Yes, one must be baptized in order to be saved. It is required of all who will believe and trust in the Lord. Have you been baptized for the remission of your sins?








"Watch your thoughts, they become your words.





Watch your words, they become your actions.





Watch your actions, they become your habits.





Watch your habits, they become your character.





Watch your character, it becomes your destiny."
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GOD – CONSCIOUS





By Bill Hall





			A truly godly man is one who lives with a constant        			realization of God's divine presence He is God-conscious. 			When he awakes in the morning, there is God. As he   			dresses for work there is God. As he goes in to breakfast 			with his family, as he drives to work, as he works through 			the day, as he drives home, as he spends the evening 			hours, as he lies down on his bed at the close of the day, 			there is God.





Enoch was a man who was God conscious, for he "walked with God"(Genesis 5:24). He enjoyed constant companionship with God. Wherever Enoch went, God went with him, and Enoch was always aware that He was there. He could not flee from God's presence (Psalm 139:7), nor did he seek to do so. He was a godly man.





How fortunate is that man who has developed within himself this God consciousness. It is easy for him to pray, for God is to him a close, ever near, companion whose "ears are open unto his prayers"(1 Peter 3:12). His talking with God is as natural as his talking with any companion.





He does not fear, for he just places his hand in God's in his times of trouble. "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear..."(Psalm 46:1, 2). Even when walking "through the valley of the shadow of death, "he can "fear no evil, "for God is with him.





The power of temptation is greatly reduced, for he never forgets that "all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do"(Hebrews 4:13). His desire to please his ever present God is greater than the power of temptation.





He is thankful, recognizing God, with whom he walks, to be the source of "every good gift and every perfect gift"(James1:17).





He loves God. He talks to God. He walks with God. He is always conscious of God's presence.





He is never without God. Yet, this relationship never degenerates into a "buddy-buddy" relationship, for he reverences God; he recognizes His awesomeness; he gratefully acknowledges his own personal unworthiness of such a relationship with Almighty God.
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	This is the very essence of godliness. Someone, years ago, observing the similarity between "godliness" and "God-like-ness," assumed that the two words meant the same. That false assumption was passed on to others, and has now gained a strong foothold in the thinking of a great number of people. W. E. Vines says that godliness "denotes that piety which, characterized by a god ward attitude, does that which is well pleasing to Him." A godly person, then, is one who has a god ward attitude, and whose constant consciousness of God	leads him to be obedient to Him.





While visiting in a hospital, recently, we observed this sign, "Have you said Thank you, God today?" A godly person probably would have done so. Have you said, "Thank you, God" today? 





GOSPEL MEETING


(Begins today)
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7:30 PM
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Can you answer the following Bible questions?








1. When Jesus made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, what was it that the people through down before Him? _______________





2. Where was Saul (who became Paul) going when he was struck down by the great light and spoke to Jesus? ____________________





3.  Who wrote the book of Revelations? Where was the letter written from? ______________





4.  Who did the apostles refer to as the “son of encouragement”? ______________________ 











Positive Isn't Always


                          


By J. S. Smith





The other day I heard someone pray that another person would receive positive medical test results. However, when we are looking for cancer we don't want a positive result -- that would mean we have cancer. You see, sometimes positive isn't good.





The Zig Ziglar, Dale Carnegie, and Norman Vincent Peale crowd has yet to grasp this reality. We hear about "positive preaching" and "positive mental attitude," as if perception can trump reality. Pleas for balanced preaching are generally nothing more than a cry to accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative.





What is positive and what is negative? Positive is supposed to build people up while negative tears them down. Perpetually 'happy' preaching, however, works a most evil result upon its audience.  





People who need to hear rebuke (not want hear, but need hear) never do. Would Peter's Pentecost audience have been cut to the heart if he had blasted them with happy talk instead of telling them, "You are the men" (to paraphrase with help from another negativist, the prophet Nathan).





Positive preaching refrains from rocking the boat, which is, of course, perceived to be the greatest risk to church growth. A sinking boat, however, does not always rock before its plunges. Could it be that all this positive preaching is like the band playing on the deck of the Titanic?
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"The Church Will Never Be The Same,"





By Bob Plunket





Several years ago, Time Magazine carried an article, with this caption, "The Church Will Never Be The Same," because, they say, "The baby boomers are coming back to church." The article said among other things, "These returnees are described as traveling from church to church or faith to faith, sampling creeds, shopping for a custom-made God." It said of churches, "In an effort to attract them, more and more churches are becoming customer oriented."


This reminded me of some striking parallels of the '60s and the church in our day. I found some common denominators among those who are causing confusion in churches, including churches of Christ.


1. The boomers of the '60s were looking for highs. They could not live on the plains. They had to be on the mountain peaks. They needed a smoke, a pill, or a needle. What are you hearing today from those pulling away from the church? "We want a worship that makes us feel good or high." I might add, never mind how God may feel.


2. Another similarity in the '60s and in our day: They both dislike order. In the '60s they wanted a spontaneous life-style doing whatever made them feel good. We are hearing the same cry today in the church: "We want a spontaneous worship. We are bored with order."


3. Another similarity in the '60s and in our day: They both dislike authority. They want to do it their way. In the '60sthey rebelled against parental, governmental, and religious authority. The new hermeneutic virtually eliminates apostolic authority and does away with pattern theology. Everyone does that which is right in his own eyes.


4. In the '60s they wanted to do what came naturally. Then they did not wear socks, ties, nor underwear. Their motto was: "Just hang loose." Personal freedom and comfort were their objectives. Does this remind you of today?


5. Another striking parallel is this: They tolerated everything except the established order. They would neither judge nor condemn any. Today those pulling away from the church have tolerance for virtually anything with the exception of the established church.


6. Both have the some theme. Remember in the '60s the peace sign. Truth, they said, was unattainable. Thus came consensus and situation ethics, but real peace eluded them. Today we are being told among our ranks that peace is the message. I disagree. Truth is the message. Peace is the hope.
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	     7. Both then and now they believe love is a cure-all. But, what kind of love are they talking about "Love Sweet Love" or agape love that suffereth long and is kind...rejoices in truth (1 Cor. 13). I see the "Me" generation in both of these. 





I beg those who are swept up in this movement to take another look. I beg the elders and churches and or schools who are catering to this movement to take another look before we lose the church that Jesus purchased with His own blood.   








SOME "IF'S" AND "WHY'S" ABOUT BAPTISM�


By Cecil F. Cox�


IF baptism is not necessary to salvation, WHY did Peter say that "baptism doth also now save us?" 1 Pet. 3:21.





IF one can be forgiven of his sins without baptism WHY did Peter command "be baptized for the remission of your sins?"�Acts 2:38.





IF sins are taken away before baptism, WHY was Saul of Tarsus told by Ananias to "arise, and be baptized and wash away thy sins calling on the name of the Lord?" Acts 22:16.
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Can you answer the following Bible questions?








1. When Jesus made the triumphant entry into Jerusalem, what was it that the people through down before Him? “branches of palm trees,”  (John 12:13).____________________





2. Where was Saul (who became Paul) going when he was struck down by the great light and spoke to Jesus? “Damascus” (_Acts 9:3). 





3.  Who wrote the book of Revelation? Where was the letter written from? ”John”, “island that is called Patmos” (Revelation 1:9). _________





4.  Who did the apostles refer to as the “son of encouragement”?Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), (Acts 4:36). 











IF one is a child of God without being baptized, WHY did Paul say that the Galatians were "children of God by being baptized into Christ?" Gal. 3:26,27.





IF baptism is of no importance, in one's service to God, WHY was Cornelius and his household told to be baptized in water? Acts 10:48.





IF baptism is not essential to one's salvation, WHY did Jesus say: "He  that believeth and is baptized shall be saved?" Mk. 16:16.





IF one becomes a member of the body of Christ, the church of Christ, without baptism, WHY did Paul write to the Corinthians saying: "by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body?" 1 Cor. 12:13.





IF baptism is for the remission of sins, to wash away sins, to put one into Christ, a command of God, in order to salvation, WHY will men refuse to obey God in being baptized?"





Paul wrote to the Ephesians and said: "In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." 1:7. Jesus shed His blood to redeem us from our sins





QUESTION: -- Where and at what time did Jesus shed His blood? He shed His blood when He died upon the cross. Paul says that we are baptized into His death Rom. 6:3,4. He goes on to say in that very same chapter that when we are baptized into Christ, we obey that form of doctrine that is presented in the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. Rom. 6:16-18. So, we urge you to humbly submit your life to Christ by being baptized into Him, into His body, the church of Christ. 
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"The Sure Mercies of David"


                         


By Titus Edwards





Talk about hitting the nail on the head! Paul surely does when he connects Jesus to David in the sermon he delivered to the Jews in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13:14-41). Great speakers tailor their lessons to their audiences. So watch a master preacher at work. Paul declares that in Jesus' resurrection from the dead, to be our ever-reigning King, the words of Isaiah have been fulfilled, when he said, "I will give you the sure mercies of David" (13:34, quoting Isaiah 55:3).





The ASV and NAS have "the holy and sure blessings of David." I like the NIV rendering; "the holy and sure blessings promised to David." The "mercies"/ "blessings" here refer to thepromise made to David that one of his family would sit on the throne forever (2 Sam. 7:12-13; Rom. 1:3-4; Acts 2:29-32; Ps.132:11-12). How favored was David because of this promise! These promises (mercies/blessings) were indeed sure, as being true and unfailing. God had promised -- he would fulfill it! The Jews understood this promise as referring to the Messiah, and indeed it did. It is obvious from the Isaiah passage (55:1, 4) that the Messiah is under consideration..





Let us back up and look at the context of this passage to see how Paul is using it in his sermon. The "sure mercies of David," quoted from Isaiah 55:3, is the second of three Old Testament quotes that Paul uses together in verses 33-35. The first quote (v. 33), "Thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee" is taken from Psalm 2:7. It speaks of Jesus' resurrection, which was proof of his being the Son of God (Rom. 1:3-4). The third quote (v. 35), "Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption" is taken from Psalm 16:10. Paul affirms that this passage could not have been referring literally to David, for he died and his body decayed. It must refer to the one whom God raised from the dead, who was of the seed of David -- the Messiah.





All three of these quotations are used by Paul to confirm his assertion "that the promise which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus" (vv. 32-33). Earlier in the sermon, Paul had stated a number of things in Jewish history that God had done. That prepares the way for him to tell of what God has done in raising Jesus from the dead. As God had "raised up unto them David to be their king . . . Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Savior, Jesus" (vv. 22-23).
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	Paul tells of Jesus' coming and of his death. "And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulcher. But God raised him from the dead" (vv. 29-30). The resurrection of Jesus is mentioned four times from verses 30-37. There are witnesses of Jesus' resurrection (v. 31). The resurrection of Jesus is the fulfillment of these prophecies (vv. 33-35). The resurrection is the glad tidings that is being declared unto them (v. 32). The resurrection is the fulfillment of the promise made unto the fathers (vv. 32-33). In the resurrection of Jesus, God has given the Jews "the sure mercies of David" (v. 34).





No sermon would be complete without an application. Look at the application Paul gives to this sermon. "Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through  this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses" (vv. 38-39). Jesus arose from the dead to live forever, reigning as our King and Savior. And because of that, we can be forgiven of all of our sins! What a great promise!








It Just Slipped Out ... Of What? �


By Bryan Matthew Dockens�


When excusing themselves for uttering profanities or curses, the kind of words which should never escape our mouths (Ephesians 4:29), many will say, "I'm sorry; it just slipped out."  But what did those corrupt words slip out of, exactly? Jesus explained, "For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things" (Matthew 12:34-35). That is to say, bad words don't "slip out" of good hearts; they come from bad hearts. Therefore, "Purify your hearts!" (James 4:8). 
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God Belongs in the Center ��By Rusty Miller





In the early chapters of Numbers, we are treated to a layout of the camp of Israel. Three tribes camped on the east side (2:1- 9), three on the south (2:10-16), three on the west (2:18-24), and three on the north (2:25-30). In the center of the camp, the Levites were to set up the tabernacle (2:17). Why is this important? It means that God was at the center of the camp, and God was to be their focus, at the heart of everything Israel did. Dads, what about your camp? Is God set up at the center? Is He the focus of all that you are trying to accomplish with your family? Do your children understand that He comes first in all that you do?


 ���
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Faith, Hope And Love��By Kent Heaton





"And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love" (1 Corinthians 13:13). Throughout scripture the Lord uses various combinations of words to establish a pattern of unity in thought. The sermon on the mount (Matthew 5-7) is a wonderful dissertation on many principles of God's relationship with man and man's needed relationship with his fellow man and with the Lord. Peter enumerates on the graces of the Christian in 2 Peter 1:5-11. Paul outlines the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:16-26. The conclusion of that great chapter of love in 1 Corinthians 13 is not less important in the design of its message.





What is the relationship between faith, hope and love? Faith sees the unseen, hope measures the promises and love expresses the unseen promises. The Hebrew writer penned, "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). We understand the world was "framed by the word of God" (Hebrews 11:3) but only through the eye of faith. Without that faith we cannot please God (Hebrews 11:6). Paul told the Romans God had been revealed to all men "for since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse" (Romans 1:20). Faith sees the invisible as clearly as the visible. 





Hope measures the promises of God. What has God promised? "In hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began" (Titus 1:2). Faith gives the vision for the promise of eternal life and hope gives us character (Romans 5:1-5). As we walk by faith we measure each day with the promise of something beyond this life. We are not tied to the trappings of this world but live with the expectation of a greater place to be. Abram measured his hope with each step he took in obedience to the Father. "By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise" (Hebrews 11:8-9).





Faith and hope alone are not enough. Love is the expression of our faith (that which is unseen) and our hope (that which is promised). The manner we serve the Lord is through our love for Him for what He has done for us and what He has promised us. "We love Him because He first loved us" (1 John 4:19). The way we define love toward God says more about our relationship with God than the meaning of love. Our actions and motives define our love. 
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	Jesus said, "If you love Me,keep My commandments" (John 14:15). The beloved apostle writes, "For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome" (1 John 5:3). Our love for God is based upon the knowledge of faith we have in the unseen measured by the secure promises of God expressed in our hope of eternal life.





Love is the greatest because from its character is the evidence of our faith and hope. The evidence of our faith is found in our love. The measure of love is found in our hope of eternal life. To live without faith, hope and love is to live without the only peace man can know (John 14:6). Faith brings you to Christ; hope convinces you of Christ; and love brings obedience to Christ.). 





No Excuse Sunday





Author Unknown





To make it possible for everyone to attend church next Sunday, we are going to have a special "No Excuse Sunday." Cots will be placed in the foyer for those who say, "Sunday is my only day to sleep in." There will be a special section with lounge chairs for those who feel that our pews are too hard. Eye drops will be available for those with tired eyes from watching TV late Saturday night. We will have steel helmets for those who say, "The roof would cave in if I ever came to church. "Blankets will be furnished for those who think the church is too cold and fans for those who say it is too hot. Scorecards will be available for those who wish to list the hypocrites present. Relatives and friends will be in attendance for those who can't go to church and cook dinner, too. We will distribute "Stamp Out Stewardship" buttons for those who feel that the church is always asking for money.





One section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like to seek God in nature. Doctors and nurses will be in attendance  for  those  who  plan  to  be sick  on  Sunday.  The  (auditorium)  will be decorated with both Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies for those who never have seen (a) church without them. We will provide hearing aids for those who can't hear  the  preacher  and  cotton  for  those who can.
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Revenge or Kindness�


By Alan Smith?


�I suspect that few of us would admit to living by the motto, "An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth" (Matthew 5:38), but let's be honest -- there is something in us that enjoys the idea of getting revenge. Some of the more popular movies throughout the past years have been those that opened with someone being mistreated. We spend the rest of the movie anxiously waiting for the hero to get the opportunity to exact his revenge -- and then we cheer!





It's not much different on a personal level. I suspect that whenever somebody does you wrong, the temptation is there to immediately start�thinking of what you can do to get them back. But, if you find yourself tempted to take revenge, may I suggest two things:





(1) Resist the temptation to exchange evil for evil. That temptation will always be strong and we need realize that it will be there. But we also need to remember the emptiness and hollowness of revenge and resentment.





(2) Show your enemy kindness. Abraham Lincoln was once accused of being too nice to his enemy. He was told to be firmer; he must destroy�his enemies. He replied, "I do destroy them when they become my friends."





"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you." (Matt. 5:43-44).





���








Vol. 2							May 2 2010	 	                                                          #18			





				WILL YOU SWALLOW 				      	ANYTHING?��							By Oliver Murray��





						The shark is a large fish that swims in 						ocean waters and has an equally large 						appetite. In fact, so large is his       		 				appetite that he will swallow almost anything that he can get into his mouth without even knowing what it is. A small fish called the urchin fish, when he encounters a shark, will roll himself into a small ball. The shark will of course swallow the urchin, but in this case the shark is the loser. This urchin fish is a parasite, and once inside the shark's stomach he unfolds and begins to prey on the shark from within its stomach, eventually destroying his victim completely.





What a stupid thing it is for the shark to "swallow" something without first�knowing what it is, but after all, aren't there people in the religious�world like that? Many swallow the traditional religion of their relatives�without ever first checking to see if that is what the Bible really teaches.�Many simply swallow what their church or denomination practices and teaches�simply because "that's the way its been done or taught for years." Many�swallow what their preachers and teachers teach without any concern as to�whether the Bible teaches it or not, so long as it "sounds good".





Modernism and liberalism are running rampant, not only in the world, but�also among churches of Christ. More and more we hear of congregations who�are accepting the "new hermeneutic," that is, the new way of interpreting�the Bible. The old way of commands, apostolic example, and of necessary�inference, is a thing of the past, no longer acceptable to "modern and more�intelligent thinking." As a result more and more we hear of denominational�"baptism" (whether it's sprinkling, pouring, etc.) being accepted. We are�hearing of women being allowed to serve in roles in worship and organization�that the Bible strictly forbids. The Lord's Supper is no longer served each�Sunday, but on Wednesday or any other day. Elderships are being dissolved�because members no longer recognize them as having authority to "rule" and�make decisions--except as those decisions are first corroborated by�"prominent men" in the congregation or by the "deacons." We hear of more and�more churches of Christ simply becoming "community churches," serving simply the social needs of the community (tax seminars, "Sexual Enlightenment" seminars, "Arts and Crafts" groups, etc.).
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	Let's examine carefully what we "swallow", because like the shark it may be�too late afterward. Similar to the shark who has few enemies that can destroy it from without, God's Kingdom cannot be destroyed form forces within. Satan's forces, as powerful as they may be (and they are powerful),�simply are no match for the spiritual forces and strength of the Lord Jesus Christ and of His Word. Paul said, "...If God {is} for us, who {is} against us?...But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who�loved us" (Rom 8:31,37). God's people can only be destroyed from WITHIN! That's what is happening in many congregations today.





We need to be "examining the Scriptures daily, {to see} whether these things were so" (Acts 17:11). We are responsible to not "swallow" anything that anyone says, it matters not who or what they are. We will be held individually accountable to God for the errors we have allowed to come into our minds and into the church!
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PETER'S STRUGGLE





By Shane Williams


�Peter had a stuggle in understanding God's purposes. He knew that Jesus was "the Christ of God." "He said to them, 'But who do you say that I am?' Peter answered and said, 'The Christ�of God.'" (Lk. 9:20). However, Peter rebuked Jesus when Jesus began teaching that He would suffer, be killed, and rise again. (Mk. 8:31,32). "And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again He spoke this word openly. Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him."





Peter couldn't accept such a harsh event happening to Christ. In response, Jesus rebuked Peter because he had unintentionally expressed Satan's perspective. He was thinking as man thinks, not as God thinks. Jesus said, "For you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." (Mk. 8:33). Jesus knew that His death was necessary to provide the forgive-ness for mankind, for "without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins" (Heb. 9:22).�


On the cross Jesus paid the price for our sins. It wasn't with anger of malice but He did it willingly out of love for you and me. Although His horrible death was totally unwarranted, there was no other way He could save us. "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's own life for his friends. You are My friends if you do what ever I command you to do." (Jno. 15:13, 14). Are you doing what Jesus wants you to do? 





���








24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,


25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.


				   - Hebrews 10:24-25.
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How reliable Is The Text Of The Bible?





By Greg Litmer





Have you ever heard anybody question the reliability of the Bible? By that I mean have you ever heard anyone confidently assert that we can't be sure that we have the original words of the Scriptures, that we just can't be sure that the text is reliable? It has always amazed me that such comments are usually made by fairly well educated people who use such reasoning to defend their rejection of the authority of the Word of God. I say it amazes me because these are often the same people who have studied the works of Aristotle and Plato in philosophy classes. or labored over the works of Pliny the Younger or Caesar's Gallic War in History of Western Civilization courses.





The Bible is a work of antiquity. Even its most noted and vehement critics assign it a place of prominence among other ancient writings. It seems to me that when we are talking about something as fundamental as textual reliability, all words of antiquity must be judged by the same criteria. Let's see how the textual reliability of the Bible stacks up against other famous works of antiquity when the same standard is used.





There is a test used by scholars when dealing with ancient writings that is meant to determine the reliability and the validity of the text of such writings. It is called the Bibliographical Test. This test is an examination of the way the original documents we now have has reached us. In other words, since the original documents no longer exist, or at least haven't been found, how reliable are the copies that we do have in regards to the number of manuscripts we now possess and the time between the original writing and the earliest copy in our possession?





There are over13,000 ancient manuscripts of the New Testament. Now that is not to say that they are all complete, but at least 13,000 manuscript copies of at least portions of the New Testament do exist. There are approximately 8,000manuscripts of the Latin Vulgate translation and close to 1,000 manuscripts for the other early versions. Add to that 5,000 Greek manuscripts and that is how we arrived at the figure of over 13,000. Besides all of these partial and full manuscripts, almost all of the New Testament can be found in quotations of early Christian writers from the second and third centuries.





Here is how the Bibliographical Test works. Let us consider the famous Gallic War of Caesar. It was written between 58 and 50 B.C. The earliest copy still existing was written in approximately A.D. 900, making a time span of 1,000 years from the original to our earliest copy. There are ten copies that are any good at all inexistence today. 
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	!   Consider Plato's famous Tetralogies. Plato lived from 427 to 347 B.C. The earliest copy we have of his work is dated from around A.D. 900, making a time span of 1,200 years from the date of writing to the earliest copy. There are seven ancient manuscripts of this work. Philosophy students have been studying Plato for years, and the professors don't seem to worry about or question the "textual reliability" of this work.





How about Pliny the Younger's History? It was written between A.D. 61 and 113. The earliest known copy is from A.D. 850, making a time span of 750 years. There are seven manusctipts total of this work.





Now, what about the New Testament? It was written between A.D. 50 and 95. The earliest manuscript that we have is the John Ryland MSS, dating A.D. 130. It is a portion of the Gospel of John. That is a time span of 40 to 50years.





There is the Chester Beatty Papyri, dating A.D. 200. It contains major portions of the New Testament. Here is a time span of 110 years.





On and on we could go, from A.D. 150 to 500, including the Codex Sinaiticus of A.D. 350,containing almost all of the New Testament and over half of the Old Testament. There is the Codex Vaticanus, dated A.D. 325 to 350. It is currently in the Vatican Library and contains nearly the entire Bible. Also existing is the Codex Alexandrinus from A.D. 400. It is in the British Museum and contains almost the whole Bible. When it is all put together, with time spans ranging from 50 years to 410years, there are over 13,000 manuscripts of the New Testament. To deny the textual reliability of the New Testament is to reject every single work of antiquity, because there is not one that comes even close to being as well attested to as the New Testament text. Even skeptics must be honest as to what is found in testing the texts of antiquity. 
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No Promise of Tomorrow!





			





“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is." (Eph. 5:15-17).


 


Once when Alexander the Great laid siege to a city, he had a great lamp set up, and he kept it burning night and day as a signal to the besieged. He sent word to the people in the city that while the lamp was burning, they had time to save themselves by surrender. But when the lamp was put out, the city and all that were in it would be destroyed without mercy. 





So God has set up His light, the cross, and waits year after year, inviting people to come to Him that they might have light and salvation. Will you exhaust His patience? Redeem the time! (From Encyclopedia of Sermon Illustrations, compiled by David F. Burgess, p. 53-54).  
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What Does The Kingdom Mean To You?





45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls,


46 "who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it..        												  - Matthew 13:45-46.





Vol. 2							May 16 2010	 	                                                          #20			





HAS THE BIBLE BEEN CHANGED





By Greg Gwin





We are frequently asked about the reliability of our Bibles. Specifically, how can we be sure that the Bibles we are reading today are true to the original messages delivered so long ago. In particular, can we be sure that the New Testament has not been altered and changed in the almost 2000 years since it was written?





The answer to these questions is a resounding YES, we can be absolutely certain that we have good, reliable copies of the messages as they were originally written. To illustrate how we can have this confidence, consider this illustration:





✦ At a potluck dinner, Sally has a delicious dish and several other ladies ask for her recipe.


✦ Sally makes three handwritten copies of her recipe and gives them to Anna, Betty, and Clara. 


✦ A good while later, Anna pulls out that recipe and is preparing to fix the dish. She calls Sally to confirm the ingredients, but Sally has lost her original copy of the recipe. 


✦ Is there any way for Anna to confirm the accuracy of her copy? 


✦ YES, although the original has been lost, Anna can compare her copy to those of Betty and Clara.





If all three agree, she can have good confidence that her copy is exactly like the original. 





Now, take this illustration and apply the same principle to the New Testament. Admittedly, the original “autograph'' copies of these documents are all lost and unavailable. But, there are literally thousands of copies of those originals, many dating back to the immediate time frame in which the originals were written.





By comparing these thousands of copies, and by observing their nearly perfect similarities, we can conclude that our Bibles today are true to the originals. In fact, there is no book of antiquity that comes even close to the Bible in being able to provide this sort of documentary evidence for authenticity and accuracy. 





YES, you can trust your Bible!!!
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The Ark Was The Only Salvation





ByKent Heaton





“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the Lord said, ‘I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them’” (Genesis 6:5-7). The early world did not fare well with man in charge. Following the expulsion from the garden the world exploded with humanity driven by the “lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16).





Not all would be condemned in this destruction as Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for  the saving of his household, by which 
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NO! You do not have to live in a cave! But choose your friends   	carefully!





			  Do not be deceived: "Evil 				   company corrupts good 				habits." (I Corinthians 15:33).  





���








he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith” (Hebrews 11:7). Noah obeyed the instructions of the Lord (Genesis 6:13-7:24) and found salvation in the ark.





As the rains poured upon the earth and the foundations of the great deep were broken up (Genesis 7:11-12) the earth was cleansed of all flesh and all in “whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died” (Genesis 7:21-22). Only eight people and an ark full of animals were all that survived from the earth. Noah would spend over a year inside the ark before removing the cover and walking out on dry land. When he brought his family out there were no other people in the world but his family of eight. The ark had saved them from destruction.





There was no flotilla of arks that saved many, many people. There was only one ark and this was the only ark whereby man could be saved. It was an ark designed by God to serve the purpose of saving man. Noah had to build it exactly as the Lord prescribed in accordance with height, width, length and depth. It was to be constructed of gopher wood and no other. The ark only had one window. There would be three levels in the ark. “Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did” (Genesis 6:22).





Man did not succeed in devising ways to stay alive outside the ark. He could have climbed the highest tree or the tallest mountain. It could have been possible to float on a log or build a boat seeking to survive but to no avail. Whatever man devised to try and save himself was of no use when the flood came. There was only one place to be saved from the wrath of God and it was in the ark.





Noah was saved because he obeyed the pattern given to him by God. He did not change it, call it by another name or have more than one ark built. He built the one – true – ark! He was saved because he was in the ark by the grace and mercy of God. Without God’s grace salvation was not possible. Noah was saved because he rejected the ideas of men and walked by faith to the Lord’s command. He was not saved because he was a good man alone nor that he was religious (Matthew 7:21-23). Noah was saved because he obeyed the will of God.





There is a spiritual ark today that saves men. There is only one. Jesus said, “I will build My church” (Matthew 16:18). On the day of Pentecost that is where you found the saved (Acts 2:47). Where are you – in the ark of safety or an ark built by man?                              
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GODLY VERSE UNGODLY RELIGION





By Sewell Hall





Ungodly men may not be wicked men but may be not-godly men who do not have a God-ward way of thinking. 





Religion by its very definition would seem to involve God. However, there are those who practice a religion that is all about man rather than God. This is what we mean by ungodly religion -- religion that is not necessarily wicked but just not godward. 





Jesus described such people in His day in the words of Isaiah: "These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. 15:8,9). Paul writes of those who are "lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God" while at the same time "holding a form of godliness" (2 Tim. 3:4,5). Jude describes some who are in the church, but are "ungodly men, who turn the grace of God into licentiousness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ" (Jude 4). 





Why would ungodly individuals continue to profess religion? Some do so, "supposing that godliness is a way of gain" (1 Tim. 6:5). Others, like Diotrophes (3 Jn. 9), love the preeminence that they have attained in the church. Or, like the rulers of Jn. 12:43, they may love "the praise of men more than than the praise of God." 





Contrasting Churches: -- Local churches may be led either by godly or ungodly (not godly) men -- that is, by men who are most concerned for God and things of the Spirit or by men whose concerns are primarily human and temporal. Such churches can be distinguished by the following: 





Goals: -- Godly leaders have as their goal "the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, but the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head -- Christ" (Eph. 4:12-15). Ungodly men have as their primary goal increasing numbers -- a big church. They consider numerical growth proof of God's approval. 





Doctrine: -- Godly leaders are determined to abide in the doctrine of Christ and not to go beyond it (2 Jn. 9). Knowing that most of the public "will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables" (2 Tim. 4:3,4), ungodly leaders provide the teachers that will tickle their ears. 
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	Discipline: -- Godly leaders insist that in harmony with God's instructions the church "withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly" (2 Thess. 3:6). Ungodly leaders advertise: "Come as you are" and boast that they are not judgmental, receiving everyone regardless of lifestyle. 





Worship: -- Godly leaders insist that God be worshiped "acceptably with reverence and godly fear" (Heb. 12:28) while ungodly men place great emphasis on "worship" that pleases the public. They seem concerned only that everyone leave "feeling good about themselves" and eager to return. 





Preachers: -- Godly leaders are not nearly as concerned with excellence of speech or of wisdom as that preachers be "determined not to know anything, ... save Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:1,2). Ungodly leaders insist that preachers be entertaining and personally popular, even with the world. 





Activities: -- Godly leaders test every proposed action by the Scriptures, determined to "do all in the name of (by the authority of) the Lord Jesus" (Col. 3:17) while ungodly leaders offer whatever people want -- sports, entertainment, education, feasts, travel -- with little apparent concern for what God wants. 





Testing Ourselves: -- The Bible blesses those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness" (Matt. 5:6). By contrast it condemns those who have "pleasure in unrighteousness" (2 Thess. 2:12). Our taste in churches will help us determine which we are. 
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INVISIBLE ENEMY





"Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places." (Eph. 6:11-12).


 


Doubled over and choking, they staggered to hospitals by the thousands, crying for help and refuge from a colorless cloud of gas that turned Bhopal, India into a tomb on a terrible December day in 1984. "We have been working nonstop to treat the people and still they are coming," said one volunteer who tried to help doctors and nurses cope with streams of injured at five jammed hospitals. Several thousand died in the accident at the Union Carbide plant, many never fully aware of what hit them.


 


No enemy is harder to fight than an invisible one. Believers also face an unseen adversary, who leads the forces arrayed against us in spiritual conflict. Let us be diligent to watch and pray. (From Bible Illustrator). 
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How will a person who has "pleasure in unrighteousness" feel about a church whose goal above all other things is to remake him into the image of Christ, whose doctrine is "the apostles' teaching," where he is put on notice that he must live a godly life or be disfellowshipped, where worship is designed exclusively to please God, where preachers preach only the Word of God -- reproving, rebuking and exhorting -- and where activities are altogether spiritual? 





On the other hand, how will one who is hungry and thirsty for righteousness feel about a church he visits where he receives nothing but entertainment, where the "sermons" are little more than jokes and pop psychology, where sin is never rebuked, sinners never convicted or exhorted, and where activities are the same as those offered at a public school, theater, or country club? 





What kind of church are you seeking -- the church of your choice or the church of God's choice? A godly church or a not-godly church? 
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"I Am Debtor" �


By Jarrod Jacobs ��


When the apostle Paul wrote to the Romans, he said, "I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise" (Rom. 1:14). What did that mean? How could he have been a "debtor" to them when he had not seen them, yet (Rom. 1:13, 15:22)? Put simply, being "debtor" meant that Paul was under an obligation to preach the gospel to the Romans (Vine's p. 279). In the same sense that Paul said, "woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel" (I Cor. 9:16), so also he felt that urgency toward the Romans, and planned on preaching there soon. As we study the Bible, we also learn that we are "debtors" today. How are we "debtors"?





Romans 8:12 says that we are debtors to Christ to mortify (or put to death) the deeds of the body, and not live after the flesh. Paul shows that when we do this, we will be alive spiritually (v. 13). Paul's letter to the Romans leaves no doubt that if we wish to be joint-heirs with Christ (v. 17), then we become debtors to "mortify the deeds of the body," and live for Christ. If we wish to please God, we must put off "our old man" of sin by being baptized for the remission of sins (Rom. 6:3-6, 16-18; Col. 2:11-12, 3:9; Mk. 16:16).  





As Paul was fighting the false doctrine of the Judaizers in Galatia, he said, "For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace" (Gal. 5:3-4).  This is a lesson many of our friends in the denominational world need to learn. When people try to justify their actions in worship by Old Testament teachings, they become debtors to do all the Law. This is also a lesson those of us in the church need to learn. The Old Testament teaches us by revealing examples worthy of imitation, as well as revealing examples of folks whose actions we ought not imitate (Rom. 15:4). However, if we cling to the Old Testament as the word by which we authorize our actions today, Paul said without hesitation that we can and will fall from grace because we have left the law of Christ and have become indebted to the Law of Moses.  





We are also debtors to God! Think about it, God sent Jesus to die for us (Rom. 5:8; Jn. 3:16). While we can never repay His great sacrifice, we are under an obligation to God to live our lives in His service (Lk. 17:10; II Cor. 5:14-15; Rom. 12:1-2). Friend, give your life to God instead of wasting your life with Satan (Mk. 16:16; Jas. 4:7-8)?.
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I Once Was Blind





By Steve Klein





In the beautiful hymn Amazing Grace we sing, "I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see." Jesus came to give "recovery of sight to the blind"(Luke 4:18).The preaching of His gospel opens the eyes of sinners and turns them from darkness to light (cf. Acts 26:18). And so, becoming a Christian truly is an eye-opening and enlightening experience. The mysteries of the purpose and pathway of life are unveiled as we come to believe in Jesus and entrust Him with our eternal destiny.





But eyes once opened can close again. Hebrews 6:4-6 warns that those who were "once enlightened" can "fall away. "Imagine the awful tragedy of the blind receiving sight only to lose it again. This very thing happened to the Israelites of old. Isaiah describes their sad condition with these words: "We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes; we stumble at noonday as at twilight; we are as dead men in desolate places"(Isaiah 59:10).





The same thing can happen to us if we fail to grow and develop spiritually. The apostle Peter tells the saved to add to their faith virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love(2 Peter 1:5-8).Then he warns that "he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins"(2 Peter 1:9).





I fear that a lot of Christians are well described by the title of Kent Crocket's book, "I Once Was Blind, but Now I Squint." Jesus came to give us spiritual sight, yet often we don't have it. We grope and stumble through life because we are not daily living lives of faith and virtue, not practicing self-control, perseverance and godliness, and not showing brotherly kindness and love.





What about you? Do you see, or are you starting to squint?





. 
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Tomorrow May Be Too Late!























"For He says: 'In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.' Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 Cor. 6:2).


 


The steamship "Central America," on a voyage from New York to San Francisco, sprung a leak in mid-ocean. A vessel seeing her signal of distress bore down toward her. Perceiving the danger to be imminent, the captain of the rescue ship spoke to the "Central America," "What is amiss?" "We are in bad repair and are going down; lie by till morning;" was the answer. "Let me take your passengers on board now." But as it was night, the commander of the "Central America" did not like to send his passengers away lest some might be lost, and thinking that they could keep afloat awhile longer replied: "Lie by till morning." Once again the Captain of the rescue ship called, "you had better let me take them now." "Lie by till morning," was sounded back through the trumpet. About an hour and a half later her lights were missed and, though no sound was heard, the "Central America" had gone down and all on board perished because it was thought they could be saved better at another time. (From Pulpit Treasury).


 


Let us not put off or procrastinate, but render full service to God now while we have time and opportunity. "Now" is the accepted time!  





���
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God Will Provide �


By Steve Klein �


In Genesis 22, the Lord tells Abraham to take his only son Isaac to the land of Moriah and offer him as a burnt offering.  Abraham immediately set out to obey.  He didn't procrastinate or dilly-dally. The text says that "he arose early in the morning" and took his son and wood for the burnt offering to the place God told him (Genesis 22:3). 





What a beautiful example of obedience.  Abraham was being tested.  God had asked him to do something that would be extremely difficult.  For one thing, Abraham dearly loved Isaac; the thought of offering his beloved son as a sacrifice must have troubled him greatly.  Another issue was that God had promised Abraham that he would have many descendants through Isaac.  Yet despite these difficulties, "By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,  of whom it was said, 'IN ISAAC YOUR SEED SHALL BE CALLED'" (Hebrews 11:17-18).  When they came to the place where Abraham was to make the sacrifice, he built an altar, laid the wood on it, bound Isaac, laid him on the altar and "stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son."  But at the final moment, the Angel of the Lord called from heaven and stopped him. The angel said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me" (Genesis 22:12).  Abraham lifted his eyes and saw a ram caught in a thicket by its horns, and he realized that the Lord had provided the ram as a sacrifice instead of his son.  And Abraham called the name of the place "The-LORD-Will Provide," or as the King James translation renders it, "Jehovahjireh."





When we decide to obey, the Lord will provide a way.  We may see difficulties in obeying.  We may worry about the ramifications of our obedience.  And if we allow ourselves to focus on these things, we may hesitate to obey, or we may not obey at all.  Faith calls us to do what God said and trust Him to provide a way for us.  He has promised, "I will bring the blind by a way they did not know; I will lead them in paths they have not known. I will make darkness light before them, and crooked places straight. These things I will do for them, and not forsake them" (Isaiah 42:16).  





And so we sing, 





      I know the Lord will make a way for me.  �      If I trust, believe, obey �      Let His holy word hold sway, �      I know the Lord will make a way for me.  





The Lord will provide!.
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No Place to Stop�


By Greg Gwin





For a long time we have been warning about the dangers of departing from a strict observance of the pattern set forth in the Scriptures. It has been pointed out that once any departure is allowed, there then becomes no stopping place. If one innovation is tolerated, soon many more will follow it. After a time, any similarity to true New Testament Christianity will be lost.





Some folks have ridiculed our warnings. They have said that we are being “too picky” when we insist on “book, chapter, and verse”. They�think we are hindering the cause of Christ when we teach others to “speak where the Bible speaks, and remain silent where the Bible is�silent”.





If you have any doubts about the dangers we have been discussing, then take a look at these frightening quotations:





“Currently there is some controversy among Churches of Christ regarding immersion.  Many of us cannot deny that there are many devout Christians who are unimmersed.” (Gary Holloway, Bible Professor, Lipscomb University, Wineskins Magazine, 4/06)





“We accept all believers in Christ, no matter what their religious heritage . . . we have chosen to emphasize what we have in common with other Christian groups rather than debate our differences . . . if they choose not to be immersed, we welcome them on the journey as part of this family . . . And, so, for those who have never been baptized, we welcome the opportunity to study with you about the beauty and significance of baptism, yet we will also welcome you.  We will encourage all believers – all believers in Jesus Christ – to join us�our journey with God.”  (Mike Williams, Bible teacher, Lipscomb University, from sermon at Fourth Ave. Church of Christ, Franklin, TN,�3/15/06)





Can’t you see it? This is what happens when we fail to carefully follow Bible authority. God has given us a plain pattern to follow. Let’s make sure that “whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17).���                                                                                                                                                                 
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THE VALUE OF LIGHT�


By Wayne S. Walker





“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden” (Matthew 5:14). When Jesus said to His disciples, “Youare the salt of the earth,” He was making a comparison. Salt seasons, preserves, and cures. Christians are like salt because they help to season, preserve, and cure spiritually. Jesus makes another comparison�when He tells His disciples, “You are the light of the world.” Light illuminates. When we go into in a dark room and sit down to read or to do some chore, we turn on a light. The lives of faithful�Christians help to illuminate the beauty of God’s ways. God’s people are to live, “not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things” (Titus 2:10). To adorn means to make beautiful.�


Light guides. When we are driving down a dark road or walking in a dark forest at night, we need a light to show us the way. The good examples of Christians help to show others the way of righteousness.  “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers [the�King James Version reads “of the believers”] in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). That is why Paul�told others to follow him as he followed Christ.�Light enables us to judge. The potter may have a marred vessel in which he filled a crack with wax and painted over it. In a dark shop, it might not be noticed, but taken out and held up to the sun, the light would show the flaw. By not being conformed to this world but being transformed by the renewing of our minds, we “may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:1-2). In all these ways followers of Christ show themselves to be “lights in the world”�(Philippians 2:15). 





���
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I WONDER ABOUT A LOT OF THINGS��By Bill Hallstead��


I wonder why people who punish a child for lying tell the same child, "Just�say I'm not home."





I wonder why people who can get to work by 7:00 or 8:00 can't get to church�by 10:00.





I wonder why people are ecstatic if a ball game goes into overtime, but�upset if church does the same.





I wonder why, when the preacher says, "In closing..." he doesn't.





I wonder why people disregard thoughtless things that are said at work, by�friends, or in a store, but not if the same things are said by someone at�church.





I wonder why so many feel free to skip church for things they wouldn't dream�of skipping work to do.





I wonder why it's a compliment to say a man's sensitive, but an insult to�say he's emotional.





I wonder why a speaker who "needs no introduction" gets one anyway.





I wonder why people wouldn't dream of stealing money from the collection�plate think nothing of skipping their church contributions. Or why people�who expect their church to always be there for them when they need it, give�their money to other places instead.





I wonder why those who work the hardest in the church, give the most, and�are the most consistent in serving the needs of others, are the ones who�appreciate the church the most, but the ones who do and give the least find�the most fault.





I wonder why parents who wouldn't dream of letting their children decide for�themselves whether or not to attend school, go to the dentist, or wear�decent clothes, think it's proper to let them decide for themselves whether�to attend Bible class and church services.





I wonder why people who say, "Money isn't everything," act as if it were.





I wonder why people still remember things they forgave 10 years ago.�


I wonder why other people's sins are always so much worse than our own.��


�
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I wonder why other people's children are so naughty, but our own are cute when they're doing the same things. Or why it's the fault of the other children's parents when the children do wrong, but our own do wrong in spite�of our having taught them better.





I wonder why people who say "I can quit anytime I want to" can't. Or why people keep themselves enslaved to a habit in order to prove their independence.





I wonder why people who stand before God and vow "Till death shall part us," later decide that it must mean, "till the going gets tough," or, ""till I�find someone I like better." Then I wonder why they say it's God's will for them to break the vows they made to Him. Does that mean He really wants us to lie to Him? I wonder, does God bless us for lying?





I wonder why people apologize to the preacher when he hears them use God's name as a swear word. Doesn't it seem like they should apologize to God?





I wonder why we don't sing "Sweet minute of prayer."





I wonder how long after death it takes for atheists to know they were wrong.





I wonder how long it takes for those who decide to "end it all" to discover they just started it all.





I wonder why the fertilized egg of a Sea Tortoise is deserving of all the protection of law, but a fertilized egg of a human, or a live human baby yet unborn, has no such rights.





I just wonder about a lot of things. Don't you? I wonder if God doesn't wonder about us a lot, too. I wonder if He's ashamed, or if He just sadly shakes His divine head. I wonder, does God cry?
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Can You Answer The Following Questions?





1. What is the shortest book in the Old Testament?





2. What is the longest book in the Old Testament?








3.  Who was Moses brother?








4.  Where did the Philistines take Samson?








5.  What animal spoke in the Old Testament?








6.  What did Solomon build that his father was not allowed to?








7. What city was prophesied of where the Christ would be born?  





���








Do not fool yourself, hanging around        the wrong people will not lift you up.             It will tear you down!








“Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.” I Corinthians 15:33.
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WALK A LITTLE PLAINER DADDY





Walk a little plainer daddy said a little boy so frail


I’m following in your footsteps and I don’t want to fail


Sometimes your steps are very plain sometimes they are hard to see


So walk a little plainer daddy for you are leading me.





I know that once you walked this way many years ago


And what you did along the way I’d really like to know


For sometimes when I am tempted and don’t know what to do


So walk a little plainer daddy for I must follow you.





Someday when I’m grown up you are like I want to be


Then I will have a little boy who will want to follow me


And I would want to lead him right and help him to be true


So walk a little plainer daddy for we must follow you.


�





Seven Techniques For 


Breaking Sinful Habits:








Are there sinful habits you need to break? Here are scriptural techniques for breaking sinful habits:





#1: Pray. Don't overlook the power of prayer. James tells us that the "effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much" (Jas. 5:16). The word "effective" in the Greek is "energeo" from which we get the word "energy." James is telling us to pray actively and with energy. The most potent way for overcoming sinful habits is to ask God for help. 





#2: Overcome Evil with Good. (Rom. 12:21). "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." When you feel the urge to give in to an evil habit, do something good instead. Write a letter of hope to a friend, call and encourage a brother, or visit someone who is sick. In other words, replace your sinful habit with a good work. 
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   #3: Surround Yourself with Good People. We're told "bad company corrupts good morals" (1 Cor. 15:33). The opposite is also true: good company corrects bad morals. If you have a sinful habit you're trying to break, then seek out the company of good people. Let their "goodness" rub off on you. 





#4: Confess Your Faults. James 5:15 says "confess your sins to one another." Admittedly, confessing your faults and sinful habits will be difficult. You may be embarrassed by the prospect of others "finding out" about your weakness. But when you confess your failings to others, then they can help look out for you. They can counsel and comfort you as you work to overcome your bad habit. 





#5: Make Bad Habits Impossible. You may fall back into your sinful habit simply because sin is so accessible! Overcome sinful habits by eliminating your access to sin. "If your eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee..." (Matt. 5:29). If you've got a bad habit, make it harder to feed the habit! Look for ways to make sinning inconvenient rather than easy. 





#6: Think Good Thoughts. The urge to feed a bad habit starts in the mind. Fill your mind with righteous thoughts and you'll reduce the chance that evil thoughts will blossom into sin. Let your mind dwell on things listed in Phil. 4:8. 





#7: Take One Day at a Time. It takes only 2 weeks to develop a habit, but a month to break one. Don't despair! Don''t think about how hard it will be to break the habit, take one day at a time. Don't worry about tomorrow. Work to stop your bad habit today for "each day has enough trouble" (Mt. 6:34). 
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Can You Answer The Following Questions?





1. What is the shortest book in the Old Testament? Obadiah (1 chapter)





2. What is the longest book in the Old Testament? Psalms (176 chapters)








3.  Who was Moses brother? Aaron (Exodus 14:4)








4.  Where did the Philistines take Samson? Gaza (Judges 16:21).








5. What animal spoke in the Old Testament? Donkey (Numbers 22:28).








6.  What did Solomon build that his father was not allowed to? Temple (I Kings 8:18).








7. What city was prophesied of where the Christ would be born? Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).  





���








The Mind is a terrible thing to waist…








Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (Philippians 4:8).
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Back To Basics





By James Hahn





A coach of a football team was being interviewed following his team’s embarrassing loss to a much weaker team. He said that it was going to be necessary for his team to “get back to the basics” if they wished to be a winning team. The coach realized that the team had not built a winning tradition on the “razzle-dazzle” and “hot-dog” plays, but had done so by concentrating on the “basics” of good football. When the team forgot the “basics” and engaged in the “exciting” and the “unusual plays” they had momentary success (maybe one touchdown) and caused much excitement among the spectators. However this success was short-lived and the excitement did not last when the team was unable to win consistently with such play. They needed to get“ back to the basics” if they were to have long-term success.





I believe there is a lesson in the above story for members of the body of Christ. It seems that many members (including some preachers) become bored with “the basics” when it comes to serving God. They decide that we need something new and more exciting. To simply preach the gospel of Christ and encourage men and women to abide in the teaching of God’s word in all they say and do is just “too old fashioned” and boring to them. So, they come up with something “new” and exciting. They appeal to people with recreation and entertainment. They devise various social projects and make them the work of the church. They begin to sound like denominational theologians rather than preachers of the gospel of Christ. As a result of such actions these brethren meet with what they consider success. They attract attention and their numbers increase. There is “excitement” in their midst. They are “on the move.” However, the new soon wears off these “new” projects and it soon becomes apparent that there is no real and lasting value to these “new and exciting” ways. To have such lasting value we must get back to the basics.





We must realize that the long and lasting value is in doing that which will bring God’s favor upon us. We can not turn away from “the basics” of His will and expect to please Him. We may receive some momentary “pleasure” or “excitement” from doing “our own thing” but we must remember that such pleasure is but “for a season” (Hebrews 11:25).





Brethren, let us get back to telling men and women that "he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved"(Mark 16:16). Let's tell them that Christ has "all authority" (Matthew 28:18-20).Declare unto them that there is "one body, and one Spirit, ... one hope ..., one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God ..."(Ephesians 4:4-6). Let's encourage all men to "speak the same thing that there be no division"(1 Corinthians1:10).
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  	 I realize that in doing this we will be accused of being "narrow-minded" and "tradition bound." Some will say that our teaching and practices are "out-dated" and are not relevant to the needs of modern man. Others will say that we believe that "only your little group" is going to be saved. However, there is some thing very notable about the things I suggested we should get back to teaching; they are found in the word of God.





May Iask, "What's wrong with just telling men and women what we find revealed in the word of God?" If men have not done what the Bible teaches one must do to receive the forgiveness of sin what right do I have to suggest to him that he is OK and is acceptable before God? If one who has been baptized into Christ sins what right to I have to tell him that so long as he was sincere or was ignorant of his sin he is justified? What is wrong with simply telling such a one that he should repent and confess his sins (Acts 8:22; 1 John1:9)?





Something else may sound more appealing and may attract more people for the moment but if men and women are to be saved (have long term success) they must "get back to the basics" of God's word. We can not improve upon it. When we content ourselves with following "the basics" of God's word we will meet with eternal success, that home in heaven with God, Christ and the righteous of all time.
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Are You Sure It Doesn’t Matter





By Greg Gwin





Imagine yourself walking into a drug store to have a prescription filled. You hand the pharmacist the form from your doctor, and then watch in amazement as he throws it in the wastebasket without even reading it. Then, without reading the label, he hands you a bottle of pills. By now you've gotten your nerve up, and you ask, "Man, what are you doing?" "Well," he answers, "I'm giving you some medicine." "But you didn't read the prescription, and you didn't even look at the label on these pills." "It doesn't matter," he says. "Medicine is medicine - one pill is as good as another." "No sir!" you object, "I want the pills that my doctor prescribed, and no others."





There's very little chance that you will ever visit that drug store again. Common sense says that this is no way to handle the important business of our physical health. Why not allow the same kind 





of common sense to help us in the far more important realm of spiritual things? There's very little chance that you will ever visit that drug store again. Common sense says that this is no way to handle the important business of our physical health. Why not allow the same kind of common sense to help us in the far more important realm of spiritual things? For some reason folks have decided that "anything goes" in religion. "Join the church of your choice" has become more than a mere slogan - it is the rule that most people live by. "One church is just as good as another," we are told. How can this possibly be so?





Jesus said, "In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matthew 15:9). Note that the Lord says that some worship is "vain," meaning worthless or good for nothing. He goes on to explain why it is worthless - because it follows the commandments of men rather than the will of God (Colossians 3:17). Are you sure that one church is as good as another? Think! 


 








"How Shall The Young Secure Their Hearts"


Keeping Our Priorities Straight





By Titus Edwards





Tommy was the team's second baseman and third best hitter. Unfortunately on this Wednesday night, the game had started late and was running long. They were losing 3 to 2 in the 5th inning and it was already 7:20.He was worried that church would be starting soon and the game would not be over. What should he do?





Karen was the first chair in the flute section. A concert by the band was to be given next Monday. But the church had scheduled a gospel meeting that week. The band director always required all students to be present at the concerts or their grade might be affected. What should she do?
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Following 


Others





"Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ." (1 Cor. 11:1) "Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern." (Phil. 3:17). 





A teenage girl, while driving her car, got lost in a snow storm. She remembered what her dad had once told her: "If you ever get lost in a snow storm, wait for a snow plow and follow it." Pretty soon a snow plow came by, and she started to follow it. She followed the plow for about forty-five minutes. Finally, the driver of the truck got out and asked her what she was doing. She explained that her dad had told her if she ever got lost in a snow storm, to follow a plow. The driver nodded and said, "Well, I'm done with the Wal-Mart parking lot, now you can follow me over to K-Mart!" 





There's nothing wrong with following others as long as we know that they are headed in the right direction. Paul taught us to follow him "as" he followed Christ. 


.
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Clothing That Pleases God





By Glen Young





Does God care what kind of clothing the Christian wears? Are Christians free to wear whatever is considered fashionable or socially acceptable? These questions are legitimate and should be asked by all Christians.





This writer is convinced that Christians choose their clothing based upon fashion and social acceptability rather than upon what is pleasing to God. Is it any wonder that we are not as effective in our evangelistic efforts? Why can't Christians see that being "a peculiar people"(1 Peter 2:9) and that letting"...your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven"(Matthew 5:16), includes how we dress? It is impossible to be peculiar people and lights unto the world while wearing the same type clothing as worldly people. I am not saying that all worldly people dress inappropriately. Worldly people sometimes dress in a godly, modest way. It is the wearing of clothing that is without moral conscience or without consideration for the occasion and one's station in life that we condemn.





Christians must be aware that clothing reflects the character of a person. Genesis 38:13-18 gives the account of Tamar putting off her widows garments and putting on the garments of a harlot. When she did this, not only was she treated like a harlot; but she acted like one. And then of course, Proverbs 7:10 speaks of the harlot's attire as well. At the auspicious occasion of laying the foundation of the temple, the priests were set in their priestly apparel (Ezra 3:10). This was done to put everyone in the frame of mind to praise Jehovah. When the king wanted to honor Mordecai, he had him dressed in the king's apparel and carried through the streets on the king's horse (Esther6:8). Why did the apparel honor Mordecai? It let all who saw, know that he was someone from whom the king would take council. Upon considering the above scriptures, does anyone have doubt that how a person dresses their body may influence their actions and affects what others think about them?





When Christian women who profess themselves to be godly, dress in sexually provocative clothing, what message are they sending to a lost world? When Christian men who proclaim to be children of God undress themselves from the waste up and parade naked in public, what message are they sending to a lost world? Christian men and women who invite their friends and neighbors to visit the assemblies, then dress in an unconcerned, sloven way (the type clothing they might wear to work in their garden but not to meet the President of the United States) are sending the wrong message to those visitors?


I accept that when assembled for worship services, Christian men aren't commanded to wear three hundred dollar suits nor Christian women to wear designer dresses from Paris. However, we should dress in a manner that respects God. Could it be that some Christians respect the President more than God!           
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“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon        this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall       not prevail against it.” – Matthew 16:18.





These situations are common occurrences today. Most all young people who are Christians and involved in social things like sports, band, chorus, etc. will face this kind of dilemma. For many young people, the decision is no real problem. Their social activities involve a commitment and they see no problem in doing those things over their religious service. But for many of you it is a real problem! It should not be a problem just because you are worried what your parents (or others) might say if you did not go to church. It should be a problem because you yourself are truly concerned about your service unto the Lord as a Christian.





Let me suggest that the key to finding the answer to these dilemmas is keeping our priorities straight. Let us remember why we are here to start with. "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man"(Eccl. 12:13).While God wants us to enjoy life, we are here first and foremost to serve Him. We must"...seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you"(Mt. 6:33). The "these things" that will be added of this verse, involve the necessities of life, like food, shelter, clothing. If Christ is teaching us to put our service to God above even seeking life's necessities, what do you think He would say about life's extra, social affairs, like sports, band, etc.?





And let us not just talk about attending services. We can get ourselves so busy with social things that we have no time for Bible study, doing good works, helping others, etc. that we as Christians should be making the time for! Paul spoke of some who were"..... lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God"(2 Tim. 3:4). Let us not be in that category. Get your priorities straight! Truly love God with all of your heart that you will put His service before anything else in life!
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'YOU ARE OUT OF YOUR MIND'��When the apostle Paul stood before King Agrippa and the Roman governor, Festus, endeavoring to persuade them concerning the resurrection of Christ from the dead, Festus spoke up and said in a loud voice: "Paul, you are out of your mind!" (Acts 26:24).





Maybe he thought in saying it loudly would add force to what he said, for he certainly did not show where what Paul said was irrational. But, then again, he might have been upset.





Evidently what Paul said was new, to Festus, and sounded strange to him (Acts 25:19,20). This, however, was no reason for rejecting it as incredible. What Paul said was not only rational, it was truth. How do we react when we hear something relative to the Will of God that is new to us and sounds strange? Maybe it is so far out it is not worthy of further attention. But, we must be careful...that's what Festus thought. How do we decide? We could weigh the evidence. But that requires work (thinking) on our part. It also requires us to study the Word of God with regard to what is said. And, it might require us to change what we have been believing and following. And this could be a fearful but required thing in our life if we are to be right before the Lord.





A much easier course is to simply say with Festus, Paul you are out of your mind or crazy and dismiss it altogether. It may not be a new approach, but it eases our conscience and influences our friends not to listen. (But, what would happen if they decided to check up from the Word of God as to what was being said. And upon checking, they found the things that were said were so. And they decided to follow the teaching themselves?"





Paul responded to Festus's statement about him being out of his mind. He said: "I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I utter words of soberness and truth" (vs. 25). How true and how sober Festus will discover with certainty in judgment!          
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When Church     Is Boring�


By  Frank Himmel.





What do you do when you find that church is boring? It's time for a change!  Now the question is, change what?





Many folks think the answer is to change the church. I just read an article about a new church created for men only, men who find church boring. Discarding more traditional environments, they meet in a gymnasium one Saturday evening a month. A rock band provides entertainment. The preacher speaks in front of the scoreboard, with the clock running. He guarantees to have them out in one hour!





Some might not go that far, yet they still insist on change. Contemporary music, drama, and short sermons that are little more than pep talks are the order of the day. Celebration and praise are the buzzwords.





Malachi lived at a time when people found "church" boring. Speaking of Israel's worship, God said through the prophet, "You also say, 'My, how tiresome it is!' And you disdainfully sniff at it" (Malachi 1:13).





God proposed two changes in these who turned up their noses at His worship.  One was to just stay home (1:10). The better solution – the change He preferred - was to repent (2:2).  Notice what God did not�approve of: changing the structure or activities of worship to accommodate individual tastes.





The preacher or the one who leads the prayer can give more thought to what he says and the song leader can try to select more meaningful hymns. But when worship as God directed is boring, the main change that is needed is in the heart of the worshiper.�����                                                                                                                                                                 
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A Hairy Reminder�


By Roger Shouse�


A person between the ages of 20–30 has about 615 hair follicles per square centimeter. A person 50 years of age has around 485 hair follicles per square centimeter. Typically, most people have somewhere between 100,000–150,000 hairs on their head. By the way, the average hair loss for an individual is 50–100 hairs per day. As a result,�there is no way you can tell accurately how many hairs you have (in fact, unless you are going bald, most of us don’t really care). But God knows.





Jesus said: “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Therefore do not fear; you are of more value than many sparrows” (Matt. 10:29-31). This passage reveals three interesting truths.





First, God knows more about us than we know about us. That is a humbling thought. When we sometimes feel like no one understands us or�grasps our situation, we forget that God does. God knows your personality. God knows your strengths. God knows what motivates you.�God knows when you stumble. God knows what you like and don’t like. God knows the real you. Therefore, when God declares something�worthwhile, He knows what He is talking about. When God warns about danger, He knows what He is talking about. When God tells us that we�should do something, we need to do it, because He knows us better than we know ourselves.





God is a God of detail. How insignificant are hairs and sparrows to us. Yet God is aware of them. He is a God of details. The motives, attitudes and heart behind our actions are as important to Him as the actions themselves. It does little good to give, if you have left out the detail of being cheer- ful. Singing fails if we neglect thankfulness in our heart. Let us be a people of details, as God is.��God cares about you. This is why Jesus referred to sparrows and hair. We are of value to Him. Christ was not sent to save the whales, the�environment, or the endangered species but mankind. Man has value! Stress and worry often make us wonder if God cares. These two simple�illustrations remind us that He does.��











Can you answer these THREE questions?





1. Who was with Jesus when He was transfigured?





2. Who did Jesus take a little farther with Him at the garden of 


Gethsemane?





3. Who did Jesus allow to go with Him into the house of the ruler of the synagogue?














Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 





                                       – Psalm 119:105.
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Law Enforcement in the Church�


By Steve Klein





We are thankful that God has ordained government to enforce civil law so that good people can be protected from criminals and evil doers (Romans 13:3-4). An honorable and dedicated police force is a great blessing to any society. It also provides motivation for good people to obey the law. "For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same" (Romans 13:3).





One of the problems God's people had in the days of the Judges was that "there was no king in Israel, and everyone did what was right in his own eyes" (Judges 17:6; 21:25). Because there was no central government, and little in the way of local law enforcement, the people repeatedly followed the path of lawlessness.





If law enforcement is a blessing from God in society, what about in the church? Do we have church police? Or is every person free to obey or disobey God as they choose without being answerable to any restraining authority? What has God provided in the way of spiritual law enforcement among His people?





The authority to give warnings and issue citations: The Lord has ordained that every Christian is responsible to admonish and rebuke his brethren when they break God's law. In this way, the church could be described as being self-policing. In 1 Thessalonians 5:14, Christians are commanded to "warn those who are unruly." Jesus commanded, "Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him" (Luke 17:3).





Evangelists and preachers are given specific instructions to make this kind of law enforcement a part of their work. Titus is told to "Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority" (Titus 2:15).                                   
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Can you answer these THREE questions?





1. Who was with Jesus when He was transfigured? 


     Peter, James and John, (Matthew 17:1).





2. Who did Jesus take a little farther with Him at the garden of 


Gethsemane? Peter, James and John, (Matthew 26:37).





3. Who did Jesus allow to go with Him into the house of the ruler of the     synagogue? Peter, James and John, (Matthew 5:37).














When it came to dealing with lazy and untruthful brethren, he is instructed to "rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith" (Titus 1:13). If an accusation of sin is established against an elder, the evangelist Timothy was commanded to "rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear" (1 Timothy 5:20).





Long ago Cain asked the Lord, "Am I my brother's keeper?" Cain obviously assumed that he was not responsible for the well being of his brother. Some in the Lord's church may have made a similar assumption. But love demands that we care about one another's spiritual well being, and if we do care we will police one another's behavior. Jesus said, "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten." (Revelation 3:19).





The authority to punish law breakers: The Lord has also ordained that the church punish unrepentant lawbreakers by withdrawing from them. This solemn responsibility is clearly set forth in 1 Corinthians 5 and 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15. It is referred to as "punishment which was inflicted by the majority" in 2 Corinthians 2:6. Its purpose is to bring about the repentance and rehabilitation of the lawbreaker (cf. 2 Corinthians 2:6-8).





We see then that God has provided a system of law and order for His people. We have all been deputized. Let us do our duty and help one another obey God.
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Taking the Sting





"So when this corruptible has put on  incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 'Death is swallowed up in victory.' O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. 15:54-57)





A boy and his father were traveling in a car when a bee flew in through the open window. The boy was so highly allergic to bee stings that both he and his father knew that his life was in danger. As the boy frantically jumped around trying to avoid the agitated bee, the father calmly reached out and grabbed the bee with his hand and killed it. The father took the bee sting so that his son would not be hurt. 





Likewise, Jesus took the sting of death for us. We gain the victory through Him. Let us strive to overcome as He did. Jesus said, "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne." (Rev. 3:21) 


. ��











The Steps That Lead to Eternal Salvation��1) Hear the gospel, for that is how faith comes (Rom. 10:17;  John 20:30,31).�


2) Believe in the deity of Christ (John 8:24; John 3:18).�


3) Repent of sins (Luke 13:5; Acts 17:30).�


4) Confess faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9,10; Acts 8:36-38).�


5) Be baptized in water for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:26,27; 1 Pet. 3:21).�


6) Continue in the faith; for, if not, salvation can be lost (Heb. 10:36-39; Rev. 2:10; 2 Pet. 2:20-22).
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   Permissive Parents





                                  By Bill Hall





Children can influence their parents just as parents can influence their children. The following story about an imaginary couple may have been duplicated in the lives of many of our readers.





George and Mary were a wonderful couple as they began their life together. Throughout their youth they had received strong teaching concerning worldliness, and their conduct showed the effects of that teaching. They had been taught faithfulness in attendance, and they never missed a service for "anything." In character and conviction, they were blameless.





This young couple failed, however, to instill into the hearts of their children these same convictions. Consequently, as the children reached their teens, they began to put pressure on their parents to let them do what all the other young people were doing. Gradually the will of the parents was broken down, and they began to permit their children to do things they never dreamed their children would do.





Rationalization came easy for George and Mary. "After all, the Bible is not specific in these matters," they thought. "The Bible says 'modest apparel,' but it doesn't define modesty." "And, they're only planning to go to the dance; they aren't planning to dance." "We can't say 'no' to everything," they said. 





When Junior began to show unusual athletic ability, the question of attending services became a problem. At first they took Junior out of games and brought him to midweek services, but then the team began to depend more and more on him. The play-offs came, and the team's only hope in the play-offs was for Junior to play. George and Mary gave in. And once they had given in, they had no more argument for the future. Junior never missed another game to "go to church."





George and Mary often found themselves on the defensive in Bible classes. They began to argue for their children's behavior. And, the more accustomed they became to their children's actions, the more innocent their actions seemed to be. Eventually, their own conduct became affected.





	 


 













































































































































































































































































			    


			


			





Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920




















Regular Scheduled


Services





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30




















Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 

















WHERE


EVERYONE IS


 WELCOME!











Vol. 2							August 1 2010	 	                                              #31			





They reached the point where they thought nothing of missing on Friday night during a meeting to see Junior play ball. Mary even adopted some of the daughter's dress habits, although remaining sufficiently "discreet" to stay in the good graces of the brethren. 





Yes, George and Mary are still in good standing in the church, and their change has been so gradual that many fail to realize that they are not the strong Christians they formerly were. 





What happened to George and Mary? Instead of bringing their children "up" in the nurture and admonition of the "Lord," their children brought them "down" in the nurture and admonition of the "devil." Our children may do wrong, but they must not do wrong with our permission! We do not seek anger, but repentance. Parents, would your names fit in the place of “George” an “Mary” in the above story?


 


PRIDE AND HUMILITY





When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or pay him homage, Haman was filled with wrath." (Esther 3:5) 





Some people's egos are so huge that other people exist only to serve them in some way or another. Adolf Hitler was like that. According to Robert Waite, when Hitler was searching for a chauffeur, he interviewed thirty candidates for the job. He selected the shortest man in the group and kept him as his personal driver for the rest of his life, even though the man required special blocks under the driver's set so that he could see over the steering wheel. Hitler used others to make himself appear bigger and better than he really was. A person consumed with himself never considers spending time raising others up. (From The Psychopathic God: Adolph Hitler, by Robert G. Waite, p. 244-245) 





Rom. 12:16 says, "Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion." 
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 First things first





"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you." (Matt. 6:33) 





The teacher pulled out a bucket and set it on the table in front of him. He then pulled out several fist-sized rocks and carefully pilled them into the bucket. When the bucket was filled to the top, he asked his class, "Is this bucket full?" Everyone in the class said, "Yes." The teacher said, "Really?" He reached under the table and pulled out a sack of gravel and dumped some into the bucket, and shaking it, he caused the pieces of gravel to work themselves down into the spaces between the big rocks. 





He smiled, and again asked the class "Is the bucket full?" By this time, the class was onto him. "Probably not," one of them answered." "Good," he replied. Again, he reached under the table and brought out a sack of sand. He started dumping the sand into the bucket and it went into all the spaces left between the rocks and the gravel. 





Once more he asked, "Is this bucket full?" "No," the class shouted. Again, he said, "Good." Then, he grabbed a pitcher of water and began to pour into the bucket until it was full to the brim. 





He then said, "I'm trying to teach a lesson on priorities. What is the point of this illustration?" One eager beaver raised his hand and said, "The point is, no matter how full your schedule is, if you really try hard, you can always fit some more things into it." The teacher replied, "No, that's not the point. The point is: if you don't put the big rocks in first, you'll never get them in at all." 





Let us put the kingdom of God and His righteousness first in our lives. 


�


�














But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.                                           – Hebrews 2:9.





 "As Long as I Love..."


                         


                      


By Keven A. Sulc          








There are many concepts and beliefs that are held regarding salvation. We must never just accept something because it is commonly accepted or taught by religious teachers but see what the Scriptures say lest we be deceived.





Let us examine the concept of "As long as I love Jesus, it doesn't matter what I do in my life." The young man who said this to me several years ago was attempting to justify a sin in his life. As I have discussed religion with people in the 13 years since this statement was made, it has become clear that this doctrine is very popular in most religious groups. But what does the Bible teach? Can a person lie, curse, commit immoralities, or do anything he wants to do and still be righteous in God's sight, providing he "loves" Jesus? Salvation would indeed be easy if it were true. We would not have to be concerned with commandments! Ah . . . I think we have found why this concept is so prevalent. But is this a concept of wisdom that really leads to salvation?





I find it hard to believe that any honest Bible student would accept any doctrine that says salvation has nothing to do with what we do in our life. "Are we not saved by the grace of God," you ask? Certainly (Ephesians 2:8). But I ask you, "May we sin so that the grace of God abounds on us?" Paul answers "No!" in Romans 6:1. If you examine the complete context of Ephesians 2 (and any passage which speaks of salvation), you learn that the means of our salvation is a gift from God, namely, the cross of Christ, but that it is conditioned upon and for the purpose of our walking in the good works that are of Christ and not in the works of disobedience (e.g. read all of Ephesians 2:1-10, not just verse 8).





"But I love Jesus," you say, "isn't that all He wants?" What do you mean by love? "Love" has been redefined in the "Christianity" of today to simply mean you have some sort of subjective inward emotion that makes you feel "close" to God. Biblically, there is more to it. Think about it. If we say we love someone, but it is only a feeling, is it really love? Not as defined by 1 Corinthians 13. Jesus Himself said, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments" (John 14:15).  If we really love Jesus, it does matter what we do in our lives.
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THE NARROW WAY��By Richard Thetford





Can one be saved without having faith in Jesus? Our answer is "No," because we read in Acts 4:12, "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." This sounds very narrow to the majority of earth inhabitants who do not believe that salvation is a possession of only those who believe in Jesus. However,�Jesus said in John 8:24, "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."





Again, Jesus said in John 14:6, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me." This tells us just how narrow the way to heaven really is. It is confined to those who are in Jesus because they have obeyed the will of their Father.





Listen again to the words of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 7:13-14, "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it." In verse 21, our Lord describes those who shall enter the kingdom of heaven, "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom�of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven."





Jesus goes on to tell why He will refuse some who profess to be His disciples. He said in verse 23, "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'" We do not need to�hear those words of rejection. We simply need to learn of God's will through a diligent study of the Bible and practice that which we learn.
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A Faithful Servant and a           Loving Master








"The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy." (Psalm 103:8) "All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth, to such as keep His covenant and His testimonies." (Psalm 25:10) 





The legend is told of a desert wanderer who found a crystal spring of unsurpassed freshness. The water was so pure he decided to bring some to his king. Barely satisfying his own thirst, he filled a leather bottle with the clear liquid and carried it many days beneath the desert sun before he reached the palace. When he finally laid his offering at the feet of his sovereign, the water had become stale due to the old container in which it had been stored. However, the king would not let his faithful subject even imagine that it was unfit for use. He tasted it with expressions of gratitude and delight, and his loyal servant went away with a joyful heart. After he was gone, others sampled the water, and expressed their surprise that the king had even pretended to enjoy it. The King said, "It is not the water I tasted, but the love that prompted the offering." 





Many times our service is marked by multiplied imperfections, but our King looks at our love for Him, and says, "I will be merciful to My people." 
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Mighty Oaks From Little Acorns





By Swell Hall





"Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them"(Hebrews 2:1,ASV).





The word ‘drifting’ aptly describes the process of apostasy. It is seldom accomplished by giant leaps; rather it is the result of short steps. The steps appear to be only the slightest variation from the accepted truth and altogether innocent, but each one is used as justification for the next one until truth has been left completely, even by individuals who would never have dreamed it possible.





We have known of congregations where a piano was first allowed in the basement to teach children how to sing. But having learned with it, the children continued to need it in their Bible classes. Once this was allowed, someone asked the difference in young folks and adults – the difference in Wednesday night and Sunday night. No logical difference could be shown so it was allowed at those times.





Then someone had only to point out the inconsistency in using it Sunday night and refusing it Sunday morning, and from then on it was used at all services, a thing that would have been opposed when the piano was first moved into the basement.





A group of Americans preaching in Africa said they were strongly opposed to churches of Christ operating a hospital in the United States. But they thought churches could and should support a nurse in Nigeria to treat wounds and minor illnesses. But once the nurse was supported, a hospital was proposed. Anyone who objected would be asked, "If you can support a nurse and clinic, why not a doctor and hospital?" No logical difference could be shown, so the hospital was built. Now often heard is a proposal for a Church of Christ Hospital in the United States. The argument: "If we can do it in Nigeria, why not here?" Granted that premise, no sound reason can be given. It all started with letting a church support a nurse.





A church we know has a kitchen. They defend it on the grounds that it costs the church nothing. The kitchen and equipment were in the building when it was purchased and they have a minimum electric and water bill each month, anyway.





	 


 













































































































































































































































































			    


			


			





Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920




















Regular Scheduled


Services





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30




















Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 

















WHERE


EVERYONE IS


 WELCOME!











But a generation will arise that is accustomed to the kitchen. They will want to build a new building and they will want a kitchen. Their argument will be "We've always had a kitchen. If we could have it in the old building, why not in the new?" There will be no chance of keeping it out.





In our town, a kindergarten is beginning in the meetinghouse of one of the churches. In a news item, it is stated, "The kindergarten will be at the church, but will not be operated by the church. "This will satisfy the minds of many who would object to the church operating or supporting a school of any kind.





But one of these days another step will be proposed. It may be opening a first grade. If someone objects, the question will be raised, "But what is the difference in a first grade and kindergarten?" There is no difference, so the opposition will be silenced and the way will be clear for second grade, third grade, etc., etc.





But some day the school will need to be subsidized. Those opposed to support of education will rise up to object. But someone will say, "It's true we haven't been contributing from the treasury, but we have been providing a place for the school and it has been using the name of the church. Now if we can contribute facilities and influence, why not money? "That question will be hard to answer, for there is no difference and the opposition will then be silenced.





From this, the next logical step will be to send money to a college, for, after all, what is the difference between contributing to our own school and contributing to one operated by someone else? And it all began with a kindergarten, which "will be at the church, but will not be operated by the church."





Truly, "Mighty Oaks from little acorns grow." The mistake is ever allowing an acorn to get mixed with the seed of the kingdom. Every innovation, regardless of how small, must be rejected, not only for its own sake, but also for the sake of attendant corruptions that will surely follow in its train.
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I Can Do All Things In Christ!





"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand." (John 10:27-28).


 


Charles F. Kettering, the noted scientist and inventor, believed the easiest way to overcome defeat was to ignore completely the possibility of failure. Once he was developing this theme in an address delivered at Denison University, Granville, Ohio. He told how he had once given a tough assignment to a young research worker at the General Motors laboratory. Just to see how he would react to a difficult problem, Mr. Kettering forbade him to examine notes on the subject that were filed in the library. These notes were written by expert research men and contained statistics to prove that the assignment was impossible. The young research worker did not know this, of course, so he went to work with confidence that he would succeed. He did succeed, too. He didn't know it couldn't be done--so he did it. (From Good Business)


 


If we ignore the teachings of men, and confidently follow Jesus Christ, we will succeed in obtaining eternal life. 





What is this word?





P _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ N





Here is a hint… The word is defined as “atonement.” This word describes what Jesus has done for us, and can be found in, (I John 2:2).
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 A Health Care Reality Check


 						





                By Steve Klein�








It's easy to get caught up in the political and social issues of our time. Currently, you can't turn on the TV or radio, or pick up a newspaper without being bombarded with news on the health care debate going on in Washington. Most of us probably have our opinions about the issues involved. Some might like more government control and financing of health care, and some might want less. Some might prefer that health insurance be mandatory for all, while others might like a choice in the matter. No matter what our feelings are on these and related issues, Christians need to remember to allow their thinking to be directed by their faith in God and the truths found in His word. Whatever Washington decides about healthcare, certain things will remain true.








Clean living leads to good health. The best health care plan in the world is to live like God says. He created us and surely knows what is best for us! "Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and depart from evil. It will be health to your flesh and strength to your bones" (Proverbs 3:7-8).


 





Listening to wise parents promotes a long healthy life. Solomon said "My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart, for they are life to those who find them, and health to all their flesh" (Proverbs 4:20-22). "Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with promise that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth" (Ephesians 6:2-3)








Health is a gift from God. It is the Lord who blesses people with good health and well being. As was mentioned earlier, we can certainly do things to promote our health. And the Scriptures indicate that doctors and pharmaceuticals also have roles to play in keeping us healthy (cf. Matthew 9:12; 1 Timothy 5:23; Luke 10:34; Jeremiah 51:8). But ultimately it is God who blesses us with health and healing. Let's not forget that! "Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases" (Psalms 103:2-3). We may have all the money in the world, but the health and strength to enjoy it is a gift from God. Solomon observes, "As for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to receive his heritage and rejoice in his labor -- this is the gift of God" (Ecclesiastes 5:19).
















































































































































































































































































			    


			


			





Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920




















Regular Scheduled


Services





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30




















Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 

















WHERE


EVERYONE IS


 WELCOME!











No health care program is going to keep you from dying. We talk about health care as if it is going to prevent people from dying. It will not. You can take all the pills you want. Exercise, eat right and avoid risky behavior, and you will still die anyway! In the end, it won't matter what health care program our nation adopts. "No one has power over the spirit to retain the spirit, and no one has power in the day of death. There is no release from that war, and wickedness will not deliver those who are given to it" (Ecclesiastes 8:8). 





If our thinking is right, we'll be much more concerned about what happens after death than we are about what to do to prolong life -- for "it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9:27)..	 


 


My Child Is To Young    Too Learn!





"But my child is too young to learn, so I don't bring her to Bible class; isn't she cute? She can recognize Santa Claus....Did you ever hear her recite 'Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star?' She does not miss a word. You know, she can tell when I'm trying to slip away from her and leave her with the baby sitter."





"The other day I came in from town, and she was already asking me what I bought her. She's such a cute little helper. She can put her toys up like a big girl. But the other day she said the naughtiest word...I don't know where she learn edit."





"Yes, preacher, we're going to start bringing her to Bible study before long now...just as soon as she gets old enough to learn." "And say, while you're here, I wish you would talk to my older girl. She's ten now and she doesn't like to go to Bible study. I can't understand it...And you might say something to Junior. He is seventeen and hasn't been to worship in years. It just worries me and his father that he hasn't been baptized. Can you say something to him?"





"No, I need to say something to you about the way you are training your children!" "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it."(Prov. 22:6)
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25 HIDDEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE





Can you find the names of 25 books of the Bible in the paragraph below?





This is a most remarkable puzzle. Someone found it in the seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping himself occupied for hours. One man from Illinois worked on�this puzzle while fishing from his John boat. Roy Clark studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Victs mentioned it in her column once. One woman judges the job to be so involving , she brews a cup of tea to help calm her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot... that's a fact. Some people will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the�book names are not necessarily capitalized. The truth is, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have. Those able to find all of them will her lamentations form those who have to be shown. One revelation may help, books like Timothy and�Samuel may occur without their numbers. And punctuation or spaces in the middle are normal. 





A chipper attitude will help you compete. Remember, there are 25 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph.











What is this word?





P R O P I T I A T I O N





Here is a hint… The word is defined as “atonement.” This word describes what Jesus has done for us, and can be found in, (I John 2:2).
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HONESTY By Carrol R. Sutton





There is much dishonesty in the world. Dishonesty is found in the religious world as well as in politics, the business world, educational institutions and social circles. We are faced with many temptations to be dishonest in various ways. However, as Christians we are not governed by the same principles that regulate others. The principles by which we are governed are those taught in the New Testament of Jesus Christ. Let us now consider some Scriptures that deal with the subject of honesty and "providing things honest". 





1. "But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the Word, keep it and bring forth fruit with patience." (Lk. 8:15). Do you have an honest and good heart? 


2. "Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business." (Acts 6:3). Seven men of honest report were to be looked out and appointed over the business of serving tables. 


3. "...Provide things honest in the sight of all men." (Rom. 12:17). We have this responsibility! 


4. "Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men." (2 Cor. 8:21). Many fail in doing this. 





5. "Now I pray to God that you do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that you should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates." (2 Cor. 13:7). It was Paul's desire that all saints do that which is honest. All saints should! 


6. "Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles, that whereas they speak against you as evil doers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation."       (1 Pet. 2:12). Our demeanor among others should be honest so as to influence them to glorify God. 


7. "Let us walk honestly as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying." (Rom. 13:13). Our walking should always be honestly as in the day. 


8. "That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without..." (1 Thess. 4:12). It is our duty to walk honestly toward outsiders! 


9. "...In all things willing to live honestly." (Heb. 13:18). Living dishonestly should not occur in the lives of Christians! 


10. Read Phil. 4:8 -- We learn from this passage that we should think on honest things! 





We should be honest in our business dealings. We should be fair and pay our debts! The Psalmist declared that "The wicked borroweth and payeth not again..." (37:21). 





In our daily activities we should act and speak with honesty. Never hypocritically or with deceit! 
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CHRISTIAN SOLDIER��Somewhere, a soldier has fallen in battle�His armor is now laid to rest.�He's answered the call of our Master,�To Whom he has given his best.





His work in God's Kingdom is finished,�His voice for the Savior is stilled,�His place in the Father's Vineyard�Cannot by another be filled.





His cares of this life are now over,�The Father has ended his pain,�He's now gone to a happy reunion,�To greet loved ones again.





And there they await the Redeemer,�Who will one day His legacy share,�And our goal to that land seems dearer,�Since this Christian Soldier is there.…


��10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.


11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.


12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.


13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.


14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;


15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;


16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.


17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:


18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 


        - Ephesians 6:10-18.
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25 HIDDEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE











Can you find the names of 25 books of the Bible in the paragraph below?





This is a most remarkable puzzle. Someone found it in the seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping himself occupied for hours. One man from Illinois worked on�this puzzle while fishing from his John boat. Roy Clark studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Victs mentioned it in her column once. One woman judges the job to be so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help calm her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot... that's a fact. Some people will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the�book names are not necessarily capitalized. The  truth is, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have.    Those a ble to find all of them will hear lamentations form those who have to be shown. One revelation may help, books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. And punctuation or spaces in the middle are     normal. 





A chipper attitude will help you compete. Remember, there are 25 books of the Bible       lurking somewhere in this paragraph.

















A Thought For Back To School…





Be not deceived: evil              communications 


corrupt good manners. 





                – I Corinthians 15:33.
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Rivers and Lives �


                        By Julian R. Snell �





Many of Jesus' lessons to his disciples were vividly illustrated from nature. Indeed, there are some truths forcefully portrayed about us. For example, one examining a map or looking down from an airplane at a river following its crooked, serpentine course, is invariably impressed: We accept this matter-of-factly, rarely asking or considering why the river flows as it does. I challenge you with the "Why?" in this article, because of the spiritual lesson.  





No one has ever seen a river which is entirely straight from its beginning to its end. Why are rivers crooked? A river becomes crooked by following the lines of least resistance. Even so does man! The course of life is determined by the resolve and determination with which it meets the challenges and obstacles which confront it. Whether politician, business man, doctor, lawyer, Indian chief or Christian, the straightness of the path of life reflects the dedication to the ideals and pattern accepted for it.





God expects his people to walk in straight paths. The pattern for the course of such a life is revealed and illustrated in His Word. We are told to "make straight paths for your feet" (Heb. 12:13). "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction and many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" (Matt. 7:13-14).





That there are many things which threaten to deter such a course, none would deny. There are those things of an external nature, temptation, trials, afflictions and even persecutions, which often cause the altering of the straight course of life that it may be a little easier, at least momentarily. However, the greatest force for a straight course in life for most, if not all of us, comes from within. James says, "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed" (Jas. 1:14). It follows that, since the threat is from within, resistance to it must originate here, in a faith-filled and dedicated heart.  





It is not beyond the power of man to walk in the way of the Lord. All at times are tempted to follow the lines of least resistance, but one does not have to. None would deny that it is easier to walk in the way of the world; it has always been so. This is the easy way, at least momentarily, and can only bring one, as with the river, to the lower level it seeks and is destined to find. As Christians are tempted to follow the lines of least resistance by absenting themselves from the assemblies, they ought to remember this vivid lesson from nature,
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as well as the command of God. Remember, "Not forsaking..." (Heb. 10:25-26). Failure to heed the admonition produces the same result as illustrated repeatedly by the river. Such a course can but result in a wavering and wandering life spiritually, which ultimately leads to the depth of despair....





If There Were No Salt





We could not live without salt. An article in This Week Magazine tells that exceptionally strong men, working in the forge rooms of an automobile factory where the temperature was so high that the men perspired abnormally, would drop to the floor and writhe in agony without apparent cause.





After prolonged study, a Harvard Laboratory staff discovered that, although the men drank cold water freely, in the hot temperature, this did not replace the salt that they had perspired out of their systems.  





A salt tablet with each drink of water stopped the "heat cramps."  Not only do our bodies need salt, but the manufacturing world needs it. Steel, subjected to terrific strain in automobiles, is hardened by a salt water bath. The famous Carrel-Dakin antiseptic solution, which saved hundreds of thousands of lives during the World War, has as its chief ingredient chlorine, which comes from salt.





Without salt cows stop giving milk and sicken and die. If salt disappeared from the earth, "the wheels of industry would eventually stop and it would be only a matter of months before we'd all be dead."





The scientists tell us, the supply of salt in the natural world "is practically unlimited, there being an inconceivable number of pounds in the ocean alone."





The Lord Jesus said to his disciples; "Ye are the salt of the earth, but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men" (Matt. 5:13).  
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GOING                  HOME!"These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." (Heb. 11:13) 





In 1927 there was a lady by the name of Lillie Allen who lived in the eastern part of the USA. Lillie became homesick for her native Russia and desired to go home. She worked very hard and saved up $100, not near enough to buy a ship ticket home. But, not wanting to take handouts from friends, she began to walk westward. She walked across the US and up through Canada into Alaska. She arrived on the extreme west coast of Alaska in 1929, two years after starting. She bought a small skiff or boat and began to row across the Bering Strait, 36 miles of treacherous water, to Siberia, Russia. Upon arriving in Siberia she was only about half way to her home. In 1932, 5 years after starting her journey, she arrived home. Why did she go to such great extent and through such torturous suffering? There is only one answer. SHE WANTED TO GO HOME! How about you? (From Jim Sasser).





How many Apostles were there? Do you know there names? Matthew 10:2-4:





2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called P____r, and A______w his brother; Ja____s the son of Zebedee, and Jo_n his brother;


3 ___ilip and Barth________; T________ and __________w the tax collector; Ja_____s the son of Alphaeus, and Le____aeus, whose surname was Tha____aeus;


4 _______n the Canaanite, and J_____s Iscariot,
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By Your Facebook You Shall Be Known





More and more folks are using Face book to communicate to others. It’s a powerful useful tool that allows mass communication. Usually it’s shared by friends and friends of friends near and far. The downside is that it is often used to communicate what we don’t want to read, see, or know about others. Want to find out about a fellow brother or sister in Christ? Check out their Facebook page. One can learn all sorts of things. You can get some idea of who they are away from worship services. Regardless of how they dress, talk, and act at services, they may have a different life away from the individual you think you know. You may be surprised and shocked.





Some post photos of immodest attire demonstrating their different standards of modesty away from worship services while others post pictures of others wearing immodest attire. Some seem to wear sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves(Matthew 7:15-16). Their outside clothing (or lack of) speaks loudly of their weak profession of godliness and good works (1Timothy 2:8-10). Our fruits should profess holiness (Romans 6:21-23). We need not be hypocritical like those spoken of in Matthew 23:24-26.





Some use suggestive language and even use the Lord’s name in vain. Ephesians 5:3-5 tells us not to let “coarse jesting ”be named among Christians. We are not to take the Lord’s name in vain(Exodus 20:7; Deuteronomy 5:11). Christians must bridle their tongues (James1:26).





Others write of their interest in sexually suggestive movies, television programs, website links, music with vile lyrics, school dances, and other activities. Some are “fans” of other things (i.e. companies, celebrities, slogans, etc.) that are inconsistent with God’s Word. First Corinthians 15:33-34 tells us that evil companionship corrupts good habits. The Bible teaches us not only to turn from such behavior (Ephesians 5:3-5) but to flee (2 Timothy 2:21-23). Christians are not to participate in activities that promote lewdness and lust (Roman 13:13; I Peter 4:3). Christians are to think on things that are pure, lovely, virtuous, and of good report (Philippians 4:7-9). We are to walk in the spirit and not after the flesh (Galatians 5:16-26). Participation in sinful activities will choke us of our spirituality (Luke 8:13-15). We are to bear fruit for God not to death (Romans 7:4-6).
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  It seems that some find Facebook a convenient place to come out of their shell or to expose things about themselves. The posting of interests and/or participation in sinful matters comes across as boasting. The Corinthians were reprimanded by the Apostle Paul for their approval of sin and an almost gloating of its existence (1 Corinthians 5:1-8). The contributing comments from other Christians who seem to approve of other’s worldly behavior is disturbing. Romans 1:18-32,tells us the importance of not showing approval to sin.





Paul writes to the Philippians to be filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God (Philippians 1:9-11). In Colossians1:9-11, Paul writes that they should be fully pleasing to God, being fruitful in every good work. There is great danger in turning back to the ways of the world(1 Peter 2:21-22). Could it be that we are in danger of having the axe laid to our roots and being cast in the fire due to our lack of good fruit (Luke 3:7-9)?Could it be that our branch is being taken away due to lack of fruit (John15:1-2)?





James1:12-18 tells us that sin comes from the heart. Using Facebook improperly isn’t the real problem. It’s a sign of much deeper issue problem with the heart. We cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). We must put off the way of the world and put on Christ. God knows every sparrow that falls and the number of hairs on our head (Matthew 10:28-31). He knows our Facebook too. By our fruits (Facebook) we will be known (Matthew 7:15-20; 12:32-34).





REMEMBER OUR WEBSITE:
































www.chapmanhwychurchofchrist.com
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DON’T RUN DRY!











"I have not departed from 


the commandment of His lips; 


I have treasured the words of His 


mouth more than my necessary 


food." (Job 23:12) "Open my eyes, that I may see Wondrous things from Your law." (Psalm 119:18)


 


A city dweller moved to a farm and bought a cow. Shortly after he did, the cow went dry. When he reported this fact to a neighbor farmer, the farmer expressed surprise. The city man said he was surprised too. "I can't understand it either, for if ever a person was considerate of an animal, I was of that cow. If I didn't need any milk, I didn't milk her. If I only needed a quart, I only took a quart." The farmer tried to explain that the only way to keep milk flowing is not to take as little as possible from the cow, but to take as much as possible.


 


Likewise, let us glean as much as possible from our Bible study and worship so that our spirituality will never run dry. 








How many Apostles were there? Do you know there names? Matthew 10:2-4:





2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;


3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus;


4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.





HOW DID YOU DO?





Please visit our website where you will find:





    - Sermons.


    - Bulletins.


    - Bible Correspondence   Course.





Hope you will find it helpful!
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   WHAT EVERY YOUNG      PERSON SHOULD KNOW





                            By Marshall Reid





Even though I think I'm still young, I'm constantly reminded that's not the case any more. Teenagers call me "sir". I don't have near the energy or stamina I used to have. Roller coasters don't like me anymore. I have 3 kids. But I still remember what it was like to be young, and looking back on my youth, I can see how my perspective on many things has changed dramatically, and I wish I had known then what I know now. Allow me to share some things that I wish I had known or realized at that age that are extremely important for every young person.





First, being popular in school is really not that important. I don't mean you shouldn't want to be liked, but being the right kind of person is what's important. Following Christ's example is what we should do, and that may mean we're viewed as different, strange, weird. We may not have as many friends as others because we don't talk like they do, dress like they do, go where they go, do the things they do. In fact, we probably will be made fun of at times (1 Peter4:3-5).





Having friends is important, and while you're young you'll make friendships that last a lifetime. However, choose your friends wisely. Remember what Paul said in 1 Cor. 15:33: "Do not be deceived: evil company corrupts good habits." We are so easily influenced by others, especially when we're younger. You need to surround yourself with friends who have the same morals as you do. Temptations are constantly bombarding you, so choosing the right friends will help you stay on the right path.





Of the friends you make as you go to school or church, you'll find one you might want to start dating. Lisa's grandfather told me what he always told his kids: "Don't date someone you wouldn't be willing to marry." The point is, if you can't see yourself married to that person, stop dating. In fact, don't even go out on the first date with someone you know is not marriage material. It's vital you marry someone who is a Christian. I've seen too many instances of wrecked marriages and unfaithful children as a result of one of the spouses not being a Christian. Dating someone who does not have the same spiritual goals can influence us even more than our friends.





During the teenage years, hormones are raging wildly, and many times they get out of control. One of the most dangerous aspects of this is sexual temptation. Considering the fact we live in a society that promotes a lascivious and immoral lifestyle, it makes it very difficult tore main pure, which is why you need to 
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	remember what Paul said in 1 Cor. 6:18:"Flee sexual immorality." Notice he uses the word "flee". That's most appropriate because we have to do that sometimes - literally run away from the temptation.





Sexual temptations are very powerful and some times it takes every bit of strength and discipline to not succumb to Satan's fiery darts. As you're dating, you should both agree to remain pure and holy, not defiling yourself with sin. Be up-front about it; talk about it; pray about it; study about it. If you do these things, you'll be able to overcome those temptations.





Last, but certainly not least, remember who you are. We are servants of the most high God, which is the most important thing in our life. Everything previously stated is under girded by this one truth. All the decisions we make should be based upon His law. Our time here is short, but eternity is forever. Consequently, we need to make decisions with the understanding they affect our eternal destination. Also, since this is the most important thing in our life, shouldn't we spend more time in learning, studying, praying, serving? If you want to be a professional baseball player, you have to spend countless hours taking ground balls, fly balls, throwing to first base, and batting practice. What about being a Christian? If we don't put our nose in the Book and study and practice, we're not going to be very good at it. If you can spend hours doing homework, hours playing video games, hours playing sports, then you can also spend time with His word.





Hopefully, you are already practicing these things. I'm sure you've heard all this before, but as Peter said in 2 Peter 3:1, I'm "stirring up your pure minds by way of reminder." Being a teenager is fun, but it is also difficult. Put the Lord first and remember these points, and you'll soon realize being right with the Lord is more important than being popular at school, having lots of friends, or engaging in sin that might seem fun at the time. As I was once told, this life is a probationary period to see if we're fit for eternity with God. Let's all make sure we see each other again after this probationary period is over.
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They Stopped Their Ears…





"But they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, and stopped their ears so that they could not hear. Yes, they made their hearts like flint, refusing to hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets. Thus great wrath came from the LORD of hosts." (Zech. 7:11-12)





Benjamin Franklin, who was ridiculed at one time in Paris for his defense of the Bible, was determined to find out how much of it his scoffers had read. He informed them that he had come across a story of pastoral life in ancient times that seemed to him to be very beautiful but he would like the opinion of the society. A night was arranged for Franklin to read to the assembly of so-called scholars. Franklin read the Book of Ruth, and when he had finished, the scholars were in ecstasy and begged Franklin to print it. "It is already in print," said Franklin. "It is a part of the Bible you ridicule." (From All the Women of the Bible).





Who Should Read The Bible?


The young to learn how to live. 


The old to know how to die. 


The ignorant for wisdom. 


The learned for humility. 


The rich for compassion. 


The poor for comfort. 


The dreamer for enchantment. 


The practical for counsel. 


The weak for strength. 


The strong for direction. 


The haughty for warning. 


The humble for exaltation. 


The troubled for peace. 


The weary for rest. 


The sinner for salvation. 


The doubting for assurance. 


The Christian for guidance. 
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    Does It Really Matter 


    What One Believes?





                                  By Kent Heaton





Belief is the foundation of our relationship with God. Without belief we cannot approach the word of God. Without belief we cannot accept what the Bible tells us. If we do not have belief in God, there remains nothing to live for but ourselves. Genesis 1:1 sets the standard for the revelation of the word of God. "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." Does it matter if I believe this? Without the acceptance that there was a beginning created by God and that all things were created by Him, Genesis 1:2 through Revelation 22:21 means only what we choose to believe. If you pose this question to most people, they would agree to the importance of belief. However, acceptances of what to believe changes as the pages of God's word are unfolded.





Does it really matter if I believe that God created the heavens and the earth? Without this belief an acceptance in the humanistic evolution of man is the only answer. Man is nothing more than an animal and will treat his fellow man as an animal. He becomes a savage beast who destroys and conquers what he desires. A belief in God will show man that he is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27; 9:4-6). The value of believing that God created man is to see the glory of how man is made in the image of the Creator. 





Does it really matter if I believe in the purity of God's word? To suggest the "purity of God's word" is to suggest that we either must accept all that is found in His word or to pick and choose what we want to believe. The reason that religious people are divided today is because everyone believes the parts of the Bible they choose to believe. This seems to satisfy the wishes and desires of man but not of God. 





God told Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. They chose to ignore the command of God (Genesis 3). In the days of Noah, the world chose to follow their own desires and the result was the destruction of the whole world save eight souls (1 Peter 3:20). In the days of the Judges, "there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes" (Judges 21:25). David took Bathsheba to his own and committed adultery and murder (2 Samuel 11,12). Uzzah touched the Ark of the Covenant when the oxen stumbled and God struck him dead (2 Samuel 6). Does it matter what we believe? These examples clearly show the importance of what we believe and what God thinks of what we believe. 
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	Jesus told His disciples, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). If we do not believe that He is the only way, the only truth and the only life, we will not see God. Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16:16). Do we dare disbelieve His word? 





If we all believe in Jesus and we believe in the word of God, why are we not all united? Is it because the word of God is too hard to understand or that we choose to believe what we want? Who then will be saved? Jesus said the only ones who will see heaven are those who do the will of the Father (Matt. 7:21-23). It matters what we believe! 





Ignoring what we choose to ignore will not save us. Believing all that God has put in His word will save us. How wonderful is the love and grace of God. He saves us with unmerited favor. Yet, if we choose to rest upon these promises only without belief in the complete word of God, we ignore the grace given through Jesus Christ. To believe in God is to believe in every word He has given and to follow the pattern found in His word. 





Let all reject the tenets of man and accept only the pure word of God. "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4:11). 





The Kingdom Is The Church


By Terry Sanders





The first preaching of Jesus is found in Matt. 4:17, "From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.'" The kingdom was near, in regard to time, not distance. He told His disciples, "Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power" (Mk. 9:1). Some would see the kingdom arrive in their lifetime. 
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COMMITMENT


TO STUDY 


GOD”S WORD…





"Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day." (Psalm 119:97) "Great peace have those who love Your law, and nothing causes them to stumble." (Psalm 119:165)


 


A man in Kansas City was severely injured in an explosion. Evangelist Robert L. Summer tells about him in his book The Wonder of the Word of God. The victim's face was badly disfigured, and he lost his eyesight as well as both hands. He was a new Christian, and one of his greatest disappointments was that he could no longer read the Bible. 





Accordingly, he heard about a lady in England who read braille with her lips. Hoping to do the same, he sent for some books of the Bible in braille. Much to his dismay, however, he discovered that the nerve endings in his lips had been destroyed by the explosion. One day, as he brought one of the braille pages to his lips, his tongue happened to touch a few of the raised characters and he could feel them. Like a flash he thought, I can read the Bible using my tongue. At the time Robert Sumner wrote his book, the man had "read" through the entire Bible four times. 


This man's marvelous example inspires us to do better in the reading of God's holy word. 








We learn how the kingdom existed in the first century. Paul wrote in Col. 1:13, "He has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son." When Paul said "us" he meant himself and the church at Colossae. Therefore, the kingdom and the church are one and the same.  





Today many do not believe the kingdom has come and are awaiting its arrival. This would mean that none of the disciples, Paul, or the brethren at Colossae were in the kingdom. Yet, we have seen that they were. If you are waiting for something to arrive that is already here, you just might miss it all together. 
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Seeing as Jehovah Sees


By Monte Hampton





"But Jehovah said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him: for Jehovah seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart" (1 Samuel 16:6,7). So spoke the Lord concerning the man whom he would anoint to replace Saul as king of Israel. God had directed His prophet to Bethlehem and the household of Jesse. When Samuel met with Jesse's family, he was most impressed with Eliab, Jesse's eldest son. Looking upon him, Samuel concluded, ". . .surely, Jehovah's anointed is before him."





Samuel was a great man of God. He served as Jehovah's chief messenger at an immensely important juncture in the history of God's chosen nation. He not only saw Israel reject God's system of "judges" in favor of a King, but he also personally served as her final judge and, by anointing Israel's first King, functioned as a sort of bridge between the two periods. Samuel anointed Saul, a man of exceptional physical credentials. He was a "mighty man of valor," about whom Samuel wrote, "from his shoulder and upward he was higher than any of the people" (1 Samuel 9:2). Certainly, then, human wisdom pointed Samuel to Eliab -- the eldest brother and one of favorable "countenance" and "stature" (v. 7). Judging by ostensible, earthly criteria, Eliab appeared the most qualified.





But Jehovah looks beyond the merely apparent. Saul was the right choice for his day, not essentially because of his physical credentials, but because God had selected him. Unlike man who "looketh on the outward appearance," the Lord "looketh on the heart."  And he now saw something in young David that was unapparent from the human perspective. God sees differently than man sees.





From Mount Sinai to Mount Zion, man has demonstrated his unholy proclivity toward the "outward appearance."  Precisely while Moses was receiving God's law, Aaron and the people were fashioning a golden calf -- a tangible object to which they could worship (Exodus 32). Little has changed since their day. It is not the Gospel but the "outward appearance" of a grandiose building that enamors so many today. The stained glass and towering spires are the "countenance" and "height of stature" through which God saw and passed, which Samuel was unable to see. Others take the "safety in numbers" approach and affiliate with the church boasting the greatest membership. According to Jesus, the "narrow gate," not the wide, leads to life (Matthew 7:13,14). Regardless of its appeal, religion of human origin is "vain" and "shall be rooted up" (Matthew 15:8-13).
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	But the tendency to emphasize the "outward" also exists with the Lord's church. Many content themselves with giving the proper form of worship without giving the true substance of worship. It is certainly necessary to follow the New Testament pattern of assembling for mutual exhortation (Hebrews 10:24-25), partaking of the Lord's Supper and discussing the Lord's will (Acts 20:7), praying (Acts 4:24ff), contributing financially to divinely authorized collective actions (1 Corinthians 16:1ff). These are not "magic acts" which appease some capricious god. They are divinely sanctioned methods of demonstrating our complete devotion to Jehovah. We must completely give Him ourselves -- as "living sacrifices" (Romans 12:1,2) -- before our outward "acts of worship" avail anything. Jehovah "looketh on the heart" (1 Samuel 16:7).





Samuel, of course, saw as Jehovah did, most of the time. We should seek to do the same. We must remember that, contrary to popular wisdom, "the things that are seen are temporal; but the things which are not are eternal" (2 Corinthians 4:18). Now, then, as finite temporally oriented creatures, can we possibly see into the realm of eternity? The answer lies exclusively in the word of God and a resolute belief in the promises of God -- "faith is the conviction of things unseen" (Hebrews 11:1). By assimilating the revelation of the Eternal Father, we can look beyond the "outward appearance" and see as Jehovah sees.
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There is no one like


        ME!


"When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom." (Prov. 11:2) "Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty, and before honor is humility." (Prov. 18:12) 





A famous football coach was on vacation with his family in Maine. When they walked into a movie theater and sat down, the handful of people there applauded. He thought to himself, "I can't believe it. People recognize me all the way up here." Then a man came over to him and said, "Thanks for coming. They won't start the movie for fewer than ten people. With you and your family here, we now have more than ten." 





The "pride of life" is one of the avenues through which the devil tempts man. Regarding qualifications for elders, 1 Tim. 3:6 says, "Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil." 








The Steps That Lead to Eternal Salvation��1) Hear the gospel, for that is how faith comes (Rom. 10:17; John 20:30,31).�2) Believe in the deity of Christ (John 8:24; John 3:18).�3) Repent of sins (Luke 13:5; Acts 17:30).�4) Confess faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9,10; Acts 8:36-38).�5) Be baptized in water for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 


Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:26,27; 1 Pet. 3:21).�6) Continue in the faith; for, if not, salvation can be lost (Heb. 10:36-39; Rev. 2:10; 2 Pet. 2:20-22).








OBEY THE LORD TODAY!
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THE OPEN MIND OF THE SEEKER





By Gary Henry





"The Lord looks down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there�are any who understand, who seek God" (Psalm 14:2).





GOD IS LOOKING FOR THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF SEEKING HIM. To understand this importance, we must at least open our minds to two basic facts: that God exists and that we're accountable to Him. If we reflect on these two truths with serious minds and reverent hearts, we will want to seek God.





There are, to be sure, many who know the basic truths but do not seek God�any further. Their progress in the knowledge of God is blocked by a�resistant attitude toward what they already know. In contrast, those who�SEEK God are genuinely open to Him. Whatever knowledge of God these�individuals may hold, they hold it eagerly and appreciatively. And what they�seek is not only to know more of





God; they long to have FELLOWSHIP with Him.





The intriguing evidence of Himself that God has left in His creation was�meant to move us deeply and stir up our desire. To the citizens of Lystra,�Paul said that God "did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did�good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with�food and gladness" (Acts 14:17). And to his listeners in Athens, he said�that God''s sovereignty over the nations is such "that they should seek the�Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is�not far from each one of us" (Acts 17:27).





Perhaps the greatest decision we ever make is deciding what to do about the�tokens of God's existence that we discover in His creation. Do we ignore�them or do we welcome them? Do we deny them or do we deal with them�gratefully? If we choose to "understand" what the creation has already said�about the Creator, then the serious seeking of God will become our goal.





It has been said that there are two classes of people who please God: those�who serve him with all their hearts because they know Him, and those who�seek him with all their hearts because they do not know Him. As far as God�is concerned, open-mindedness on our part is more than intellectual�curiosity. It is the delight with which the sincere embrace everything they�can learn about their Father. When such people seek God, He is sure to be�found.





"God reveals himself unfailingly to the thoughtful seeker".
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What Being Married is Really Like








                     By Bob Hines








Young people sometimes have such rose-tinted glasses about being married that they plan more for the wedding than the marriage! Columnist Dave Barry re�cently suggested that the vows to be exchanged should be more realistic as to what married life was going to be like...





“Are you, John, troubled by the thought that no matter how large your bathroom is, your half will consist of three square inches, and even that will soon be taken over entirely by The invasion Of the Skin Care Products?”





“Do you, Mary, honestly think you will ever again be able to watch a TV program without John here scanning all of the other 57 cable channels roughly every 30 seconds in case there’s something better on, such as a replay of the 1978 Super Bowl?”





As married folks we laugh - but we know how true it is that being married is far different than getting married. This is why preachers some�times advise young Christ�ians who are thinking about marriage to define just what marriage is from the Bible view. It’s a real eye opener!





Is marriage defined as being in love? Seems to be more than that. Is it sex? It is more, or perhaps we should say, more basic than that. Is it living together? More basic than that.





It is primarily an agree�ment or vow. A man and woman are promising to each other and to God that they will be husband and wife - and only to each other throughout their lives. It is this that will keep them together through the changes that life brings, as they find out what marriage is really like.





If the couple understands this then whatever problems come as they are “richer or poorer, in sickness and in health” they will deal with them together, just as they have promised. They will be determined all the more to, “love his wife even as himself and the wife see that she reverence her husband” (Ephesians 5:33)
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INWARD


				    OR 


			    OUTWARD


"Do not let your adornment be merely outward; arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel; rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God." (1 Pet. 3:3-4)


 


The world puts emphasis on one's outward appearance. Millions of dollars are spent each year on diet, exercise, clothing, and cosmetics, most of which are designed to improve one's outward appearance. Many of those things are superficial measures to make people appear more beautiful than they really are. It is empty and vain to beautify only the outward person. Prov. 31:30 says, "Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised." 1 Sam. 16:7 says, "...The Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 


�Who am I?





1 –  My mothers name was Bathsheba.





2 –  My request to God pleased Him. 





3 – I had forty thousand stalls of horses for my   chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen.





4 – I was known for my wisdom.





Who am I? ______________________________
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Life Is Christ





                             By Tim Shepherd





For  years  the  world  has  pondered upon  the 


question   of  how   life   came   into   existence. 


The world's  most  common  explanation  to this 


question  is  the   theory  of  evolution.  Science  


claims  that  life  originated  from  some  sort  of 


chemical process. To  make a long  story short, 


through  the course of  time,  we  became what 


we are now and everything else became what it 


is now. 





The theory of evolution is just that - it is a theory. Nothing has ever been found or ever will be to prove it to be true. If people would only take time to stop and look around them, they could truly see the 'Grand Designer' at work. 





There are millions of people on the earth today all going about their daily routines of work and recreation. These people enjoy the wonders of the world that God created whether they realize it or not. They have hearts that beat and blood coursing through their veins, but , my friends, they are dead spiritually. We must realize that we need to work to help others know that All life both physical and spiritual is because of Christ. 





Paul said to the church at Colossae about Christ "all things were made by him and for him" (Col. 1:16), John said about the Christ "...without him was not any thing that was made " (John 1:3). Friends, the very earth that we live on is because of the Christ that was slain. 





The apostle Paul was a man that realized what life was all about. In the epistle to the church at Phillippi, Paul said "for me to live is Christ and to die is gain" (Phil. 1:21) Paul was determined that whether he lived or died, Christ "shall be magnified" ( Phil. 1:20 ). Paul realized that death to him was only gain because his life is Christ and he "...desired to depart and be with Christ which is far better " (Phil. 1:23). 





Friends, your life can be in Christ if you will only obey the gospel of Christ. Paul, speaking to those that obeyed the gospel at Colossae, said "When Christ , who is our life, shall appear, then shall we appear with Him in glory" (Col.3:4). The question that you and I must ask ourselves is "What is it for us to live?" 
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Blind Toward 


  The Truth














"...They did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thess. 2:10-12)


 


In 1877, Percival Lowell heard that an Italian astronomer had seen straight lines crisscrossing the surface of the planet Mars. Lowell spent the rest of his years squinting into the eyepiece of his giant telescope in Arizona, mapping the channels and canals he saw. He was convinced the canals were proof of intelligent life on Mars, possibly an older but wiser race than humanity. About the turn of the century, Lowell's theories had gained wide acceptance.





Now, of course, things are different. Space probes have orbited Mars and landed on its surface. The entire planet has been mapped, and no one has seen a channel or canal of any kind. How could Lowell have "seen" so much that wasn't there? There are two possibilities: (1) He so wanted to see canals that he deceived himself into thinking they were there. (2) We know now that he suffered from a rare eye disease that made him see the blood vessels in his own eyes. The Martian "canals" he saw were nothing more than the bulging veins of his eyeballs. Today, the malady is known as "Lowell's syndrome." 





These facts about Mr. Lowell well illustrate how "strong delusion" can similarly come to those who do not love the truth. 





Which is better?





OBEY    or     Sacrifice





Please read, I Samuel 15:22
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			        Liar, Liar 


 pants on fire!








"Therefore, putting away lying, 'Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,' for we are members of one another." (Eph. 4:25)


 


A little boy visited his aunt, who reprimanded him for telling a lie. "Do you know," she warned, "what happens to little boys who tell lies?" "No, what, Auntie?" the little boy asked. "Well," she said, "there is a man up in the moon, a little green man with just one eye, who sweeps down in the middle of the night and flies away to the moon with little boys who tell lies and makes them pick up sticks all the rest of their lives. Now you won't tell lies any more, will you, for it's awfully, awfully naughty?" The little boy pondered in his heart, "And, I thought I was a liar!"


 


Let us always speak the truth. "...All liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." (Rev. 21:8) 








Who am I?





1 –  My mothers name was Bathsheba. II Samuel 12:24


2 –  My request to God pleased Him. I Kings 3:10


3 – I had forty thousand stalls of horses for my   chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. I Kings 4:26


4 – I was known for my wisdom. I Kings 4:34





Who am I? ______SOLOMON ______________
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"I Don't Go Along With All That My Church Does!"





By E.R. Hall, Jr.





There are many people today who willingly and knowingly fellowship error. When their unscriptural practices are pointed out, they say, "I don't believe everything my church teaches" or the statement in the title of this article. Are you one of those people? Are you willing to even admit that you realize that the church of which you are a member is getting farther and farther from the truth of the Bible? Many people are very uncomfortable with such things as the social, recreational, and entertainment craze that many churches are involving themselves in. But let it be understood there are many other things in addition to these. 


Let me raise this question: Does recognizing and then denying wrongdoing in the church of which you are a member , free you from all responsibility in the matter? Let's put it like this: Can a person close his eyes to error and willingly stay in a group that he knows is doing things contrary to what the Bible teaches? Are we willing to let the Bible give the answer? God says, "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them." (Ephesians 5:11). "This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth." (Titus 1:13,14). From these verses we must conclude that one cannot continue to have fellowship with those who are believing and practicing error. Rather, he has the responsibility to reprove and warn them. Yet, if no one raises their voice to oppose, by their silence they give consent and thereby become a partaker of wrongdoing. 


How can one repent of an error while at the same time be a member of a church which believes and practices error? For one to repent of error, he must completely give up that error. As long as a person is a member of a church that has error, he is associated with error and is identified with error. 


Jesus said in Matthew 15:13 "..Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up." Those who are in a church that has error will be rooted up along with others at the last day. Those who recognize error in the churches in which they are members need to come out and be identified with the people of God. 


We cannot help but believe there are those of you reading this bulletin who do not agree with the beliefs and practices of the church of which you are a member. We must all ask ourselves the question of who are we trying to please in religion. Is it man or God? There can be the wrong motive for the religion we have. "For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ." (Galatians 1:10). If we seek to please men, it will not matter whether we condone things that the Scriptures condemn and give our silent consent to things that God does not approve of. But if our religion is to please men, "I should NOT BE THE SERVANT OF CHRIST". 
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Does Moral Goodness Make One A Christian?





By Mike Johnson





Many honest and sincere souls have been deceived into believing that if a person is morally good, then he is a Christian. No one can be a true follower of Christ without being on a high moral plane. However, Christianity is more than simply being good. 





Acts 10 tells about a man named Cornelius whose living standard, from a moral standpoint, was above reproach. The moral life of this man would put many Christians to shame. He is described (Acts 10) as a "devout man", "a just man", and one "which gave much alms to the people." Yet, in spite of these good traits, he was not a child of God. 





Peter came to Cornelius' house and told him what he needed to do to be saved. Prior to this, it is clear that Cornelius was a unsaved person. In Acts 11, Peter had to defend himself to the Jewish brethren for what he did in going to preach to the Gentiles. In doing so, Peter cited what the angel had said to Cornelius which was, "...Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved (vs. 13-14)." Thus, prior to the arrival of Peter (who preached God's Word there) Cornelius, a very moral man, was not saved.


 


Further, Cornelius' prayers and good deeds did not save him, nor was he saved as a result of hearing an angel. Instead, he was saved by hearing and believing (Acts 15:7), repenting, (Acts 17:30-31), and by being baptized (Acts 10:48, 2:38). 





If moral goodness could save someone, surely Cornelius, a cut above most, would have been saved. Moral goodness alone could not save him, and it cannot save us today. We must not get the wrong idea, however. A Christian must be a good moral person, but it takes more than simply being a good moral person to be a Christian and to be saved. �








It Is Easier...





By David Harkrider





It is easier to compromise the truth than to stand for it.�


It is easier to ignore sin than to expose it.�


It is easier to justify the sinner than to demand his repentance.�


It is easier to criticize the preaching of truth than to endorse it.�


It is easier to be silent than to contend for the faith.�


It is easier to refuse an admonition than to receive it.�


It is easier to be worldly than to be godly.�


It is easier to commit sin than to avoid it.�


It is easier to neglect than to take heed.�


It is easier to give sparingly than to give liberally.�


It is easier to make excuses than to be faithful.





Why is this true? Simply because it is easier to travel the broad way than the narrow way. (Matt. 7:13,14).





"Therefore, putting away lying, 'Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,' for we are members of one another." (Eph. 4:25)


 


In Boston, a minister noticed a group of boys standing around a small stray dog. "What are you doing, boys?" "Telling lies," said one of the boys. "The one who tells the biggest lie gets the dog." The shocked minister said, "When I was your age, I never ever thought of telling a lie." The boys unhappily looked at each other and, finally, one of them shrugged his shoulders and said, "I guess he wins the dog!" (From Illustrations Unlimited, by James S. Hewett, p. 287) 





Prov. 12:22 says, "Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who deal truthfully are His delight." Let us be painstakingly truthful at all times. 
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 Can You Find The Verse?





 		By Bobby L. Graham





Can you find the verse where the following practices are mentioned? 





1. A local church was overseen by a pastor (singular), who was really a preacher? 





2. An elder was a young, unmarried man? 





3. Any person was ever encouraged to join any church? 





4. Mention is made of "the church of your choice"? 





  5. The confession "I believe that God, for Christ's sake, has pardoned my sins" was ever made or mentioned? 





6. Infants were ever baptized? 





7. Sprinkling or pouring was ever used instead of immersion? 





8. Such titles as reverend or father were worn by New Testament preachers? 





9. Creed books or confessions of faith were ever written, used, or encouraged? 





10. Any human name was ever worn in a religious sense with God's approval? 





11. Either Christmas or Easter was ever celebrated as a religious day in New Testament worship? 





12. Instruments of music were employed in New Testament worship? 





13. Pie suppers, bingo, bazaars, or other such methods were used to raise money for the work of the church? 





Only passages of scripture from the New Testament pattern for the church would suffice as authority for these and many other denominational practices. In the absence of scriptural authority, these practices rest on the sand of human opinion. Only those practices that harmonize with the truth of God are built on the rock. (Matt. 7:21-27). 
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I Do, But I Don't:





By Whit Sasser





I believe in proper methods, but I don't wear the name "Methodist". I believe in baptism, but I don't wear the name "Baptist". I believe presbyters (or elders) should oversee the local church, but I don't wear the name "Presbyterian". I believe one should be holy, but I am not a "Holiness". I believe Jesus was reared in Nazareth, but I am not a "Nazarene". I believe that these are the "last days" in which we are now living, (Hebrews 1:1) and that we are called to saints, (1 Corinthians 1:2), but I am not a "Latter Day Saint". I believe the church should be catholic (universal), but I don't wear the name "Catholic". I believe in unity, but I don’t wear the name "Unitarian". 





According to some arguments (?) used to justify the religious wearing of human names, I would REALLY have a name. I would be a Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Holiness, Nazarene, Latter Day Saint Unitarian, Catholic, Christian! WHEW! What a name! However, I don't wear those names which glorify a person, a method, or a doctrine. I wear the name of Him who was crucified for me; and in whose name I was baptized. (1 Corinthians 1:13). Salvation is in no other name, but the name of Christ, (Acts 4:12). That's why I am pleased to wear the name "Christian", (Acts 11:26), the "new name" God gave to His people after the Gentiles had seen His righteousness (Isaiah 62:2), and which glorifies God (1 Peter 4:16). 





Yes, I do believe in methods, baptism, presbyters, etc., but I don't wear divisive human names, which may honor the teaching, but not the "Author and Finisher of our faith", even Christ. If you obey the gospel of Christ (Romans 1:16), you, too, can be simply a Christian and wear the name of Christ, which is embodied in the very word “CHRISTian". 





Gospel Meeting





November 14-17





Sunday 10:00 11:00 A.M  - 6:00 PM


Monday – Wednesday 7:30 P.M











Is This The Truth?





By Richie Thetford





Ask a denominational preacher if what he preaches is the truth and he will surely say, "YES". Ask him if one must believe the truth in order to be saved and he will no doubt say, "YES". But, ask him if one must believe the particular doctrine which he preaches in order to be saved and he will probably answer, "NO". (Now, make sense out of that!) 





THINGS BY WHICH MAN IS SAVED:


The Bible teaches man is saved by God (Titus 3:4-5), Love, (John 3:16), Mercy (Titus 3:4-5), Grace (Ephesians 2:9), Christ (Matthew 1:21), Blood (1 Peter 1:18-19), Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:11), Gospel (Romans 1:16-17), Faith (Romans 5:1), Repentance (Acts 17:30), Confession (Romans 10:10), Works of Faith (James 2:24), Baptism (1 Peter 3:21). 





The Bible nowhere teaches men are saved by any one thing only! 





Real or Painted





"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness." (Matt. 23:27-28) 





On the French Riviera, it is such an important status symbol to have a balcony on an apartment that it is quite common to see balconies painted on the walls of apartment houses. People even paint wet laundry hanging on a clothesline just to give it a touch of reality. 





Let us not be spiritual hypocrites painted to appear like a Christian, but let us be true, genuine, children of God. 
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What About Your Religion?





By Bobby Graham





Does it concern you that your religion might not be acceptable to God? He does speak of religion that is vain (worthless) in James 1:26 and of that which is pure and undefiled in James 1:27. Jesus spoke of worship that was done in vain (Matt. 15:8, 9), and Paul spoke of worshipping ignorantly in Acts 17:23. Such citations should cause us to pause and ponder our efforts to please God. Things that please us do not necessarily please God. Are you willing to turn to the Word of God to learn His will for us? 





Here are questions to study from the standpoint of Bible teaching: 





(1) Did you become a member of the church as people did in the New Testament? Read Acts chapters 2, 8, 10, and 16. 





(2) Is the church that you are a part of mentioned in the New Testament? Can you even find its name there? Read Romans 16:16 and 1 Cor. 1:2. 





(3) Can you find the doctrine of the church you are associated with in the New Testament? 





(4) What about what you do in worship to God? Can you put your finger on the verses teaching those things? 





(5) Does the group you are affiliated with engage in only those works authorized in the New Testament? 





"Friend, these are things that make a difference! The diversity of the current religious scene is not a blessing, but a bane to mankind, serving only to mislead and deceive. Do not base your hopes or rest your faith on the ideas and practices conceived in the mind of man. Go to the Book of God and there learn of His will, by which you can be saved and in which you can serve him acceptably. 








GOSPEL MEETING





November 14-17





Our meeting is only a few weeks away! 


Please make your plans!��
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The Lord's Church





By A.C. Grider





1. CHRIST built HIS church (Matthew 16:18).





2. CHRIST'S BLOOD was the purchase price of HIS church (Acts 20:28).





3. CHRIST is the foundation of His church ( 1 Corinthians 3:11).





4. CHRIST adds the saved to His church (Acts 2:47).





5. CHRIST is the head of His church (Ephesians 1:22-23).





6. CHRIST'S BODY is HIS church (Colossians 1:24).





7. CHRIST'S church is HIS body (Ephesians 1:22-23).





8. CHRIST is the savior of HIS church( Ephesians 5:23).


 


The Lord did not build any denominations. The Lord has not purchased any denominations with His blood. The Lord is not the foundation of any denominations. The Lord does not add anybody to any denominations. The Lord is not the head of any denominations. The Lord's body is not composed of denominations. Denominations do not comprise the church of the Lord. The Lord is not the savior of denominations.


 


There is not a reason on earth why anybody should be a member of a denomination. Everybody who makes any pre- tense of religion ought to be satisfied to be just a Christian, a member of the Lord's body-the Lord's church. THEN there would be "one Lord and one body-one shepherd and one flock." The Lord prayed that all should be ONE (John 17:20). Denominationalism stands squarely in the way of answering the Lord's prayer! 





We appeal for all to be one in Christ and members one of another. One church is NOT as good as another. The Lord's church is the best one. 











 Faking it?


"I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead." (Rev. 3:1) "And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account." (Heb. 4:13) "The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good." (Prov. 15:3)


 


Luther E. Smith, a professor at Emory University, in a speech to students about living honestly, said, "'Faking it' for a class session is one thing, but it's so easy to find ourselves making 'faking it' a lifestyle. We 'fake it' with others. We 'fake it' with God. This summer I saw a bumper sticker that said: 'Jesus is coming. Look busy!'" (From Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 11, 1996).


 


Let us not make "faking it" a lifestyle because God has a perfect knowledge of all that we say and do. 








Who am I?





1.  Solomon saw me as a industrious young man.





2.  I fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt.





3.  Israel sent for me and called me before the congregation.





4.  God said, “dogs shall eat” whoever belongs to me.





Who am I? _______________
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GOD WILL ALWAYS LOVE US MORE��By Gary Henry��"We love Him because He first loved us" (1 John 4:19).





IT SHOULD BE STRENGTHENING TO US TO KNOW THAT WE ARE SURROUNDED BY THE LIMITLESS LOVE OF GOD. As our Creator, He is able to love us with a love that is infinite. We cannot understand it completely or respond to it fully. Even if, like our antediluvian ancestors, we were to live hundreds of years upon the earth and love God as Enoch and Noah did, we could not learn to love God with the same love that He has for us. But this fact should not discourage us. It should "challenge" us in a most delightful way. Although we can't love God as He loves us, we can learn to love Him more and more as time goes by. No matter how much of God's love we learn to enjoy, there will always be much more waiting for us up ahead. His love is boundless and inexhaustible.





One thing that we should try to keep clear is that whatever love we show�toward God is always a RESPONSE. It is God who has taken the initiative. As�John wrote, "We love Him because He first loved us." This means that our�love for God must always be offered in profound HUMILITY. If He had not�first reached across the chasm and extended love to us, it would be futile�for us to love Him. As Paul said, Christ died for us "when we were still�without strength" (Romans 5:6). And so John could say, "In this is love, not�that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the�propitiation for our sins" (1 John 4:10).





The surest way for us to grow in our love for God is to meditate on the�depth of His love for us. The knowledge of God's love is a "compelling"�force: "For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if�One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live�should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose�again" (2 Corinthians 5:14,15). In the end, faithful service must always�spring from fervent love. If we have even the smallest fraction of the love�for our Lord that He has shown toward us, we will not be content to love Him�with anything less than all of our hearts.





"Our soul is Christ's bride and loves him ardently. But even when she thinks�she is completely in love, she feels that her love is inadequate because she�is loved so much. And that is true. How could she love as much in return?�God loves with all his being" (Bernard of Clairvaux).





Gospel Meeting





              Only One Week Away!
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 Seed 


  and 


  Soil�


By Jim R. Everett





The productivity of seed is directly proportionate to the fertility of soil. It matters not how good the seed is, if it is planted in bad soil; either it will not germinate or, having germinated, it will produce a sickly plant. So it is with the word of God and human hearts.





In the parable of "The Sower," stress is laid, not on the power of the seed, but, on the kind of soil in which it is sown. Four kinds of soil are mentioned in which the seed is sown -- the wayside, rocky places, soil in which thorns are abundant, and good soil (Lk. 8:1-15; Matt. 13:1-23). Each of these represents four different kinds of human hearts, while the seed is called "the word of God" (Lk. 8:11).





The deficiencies of the first three kinds of soil do not, in any way, cast reflection upon the power of the seed to produce life. The problem is in the soil and not in the seed. Neither should men speak of the word of God as powerless to convert men -- the potential to produce new life and to change men is found in the word of God (see Romans 1:16; 1 Peter 1:22-25). So why doesn't it always bring forth an abundant harvest? -- because the soil, the human heart, is not receptive or it is encumbered with the cares of the world. So, let's not blame God for our lack of productivity -- the kind of soil we are has been our choice.





What are the ingredients of fertile soil? Jesus defines it thusly: "... they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience" (Lk. 8:15).  I believe there are still human beings with good hearts that want the word of God. Is your soil good?











Dynamite 





"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek." (Rom. 1:16)  





The gospel is not "a" power (as though it is one among many), but is "the" power (the one and only power) by which God moves men to salvation. The word "power" in Rom. 1:16 is from the Greek word "dunamis" from which we get our words "dynamo," "dynamic," and "dynamite." Like dynamite, the gospel is God's power to blast men out of their complacency and indifference, and move them toward eternal salvation. The Hebrew writer said, "For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart." (Heb. 4:12 NASV). 


.








Who am I?





1.  Solomon saw me as a industrious young man.


      I Kings 11:28


2.  I fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt.


      I Kings 11:40


3.  Israel sent for me and called me before the congregation. 			      I Kings 12:20





4.  God said, “dogs shall eat” whoever belongs to me.                                                I Kings 14:11





Who am I? _Jeroboam_____











November 14-17





Make your plans to attend!
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           Words To Foster Faithfulness





By John Isaac Edwards





To The Smyrna Saints The Lord Said: -- "...be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life" (Rev. 2:10). Here are five spiritual words to encourage us to greater faithfulness in the Lord's service.





Abide: -- As disciples of Christ, our relationship with the Lord is like that of a branch and vine (Jn. 15:1-8). Jesus is the Vine. We are the branches. The appeal is for us to abide -- some form of the word "abide" occurs 7 times in these 8 verses of Scripture. Abiding in Christ enables us to be faithful (vss. 4,5) results in answered prayers (vs. 7), causes God to be glorified (vs. 8), and proves our discipleship (vs. 8). Those who fail to abide become lifeless (vs. 5), are cast out (vs. 6).  "And now, little children, abide in Him: that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming" (1 Jn. 2:28).





Cleave: -- When Barnabas arrived in Antioch, he "exhorted them all, that  with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord" (Acts 11:23). To cleave is to cling or adhere to. In the Old Testament, those who did not cleave to the Lord were destroyed by the Lord (Deut. 10:20).





Continue: -- The ardent appeal of the Lord and His apostles was for Christians to continue. "If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My disciples indeed" (Jn. 8:31). "As the Father has loved Me, so I have loved you; continue ye in My love" (Jn. 15:9). "Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God" (Acts 13:43). "...continue in His goodness..." (Rom. 11:22).  "...continue in the faith..." (Col. 1:23). "But continue thou..." (2 Tim. 3:14).





Endure: -- Where lawlessness abounds, love grows cold. "But he who endures to the end shall be saved" (Matt. 24:12,13). In the Parable of the Sower, the stony ground represented those who "endure but for a time; afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the Word's sake, immediately they are offended" (Mk. 4:17). It's not enough for us to endure for a time -- we must endure unto the end!





Hold: -- The Hebrew writer penned, "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)" (Heb. 10:23). Imagine yourself in the midst of a large sea.  A ship has come by and you're thrown a rope to safety. You are holding firmly to the rope, lest you perish. We must hold to the Lord with everything we have, never letting go!





The crown of life is promised to the faithful. May we show ourselves faithful in the execution of the Lord's commands!
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EMBRACING WHAT YOU ARE AGAINST





By Shane Williams





We must be very careful in our spiritual walks. We must be dedicated to putting the Lord first and relying upon His wisdom and strength. In doing so, we grow closer to Him and in our relationship. We must be careful to always realize our blessings hope and victory comes from God through Jesus. If we aren't careful, we can begin to think more highly of ourselves than we ought.





Amaziah, King of Judah, was all set to go to battle against Edom. He had 300,000 of his own choice men. Also, he had hired 100,000 valiant warriors from Israel for 100 talents of silver. A man of God came to him before he went to war and told him that God had the power to help or to bring him down. Following the advice given, Amaziah gave the100 talents of silver to the warriors of Israel and then sent them away. Amaziah relied upon God and the Lord gave him a great victory over Edom (2 Chron. 25:7-12).





Then Amaziah did an incredible thing: He brought the idols home from the conquered people and set them up as his gods! He bowed down before them and burned incense to them (vs. 14). This, as you can imagine, led to his eventual down fall.





Amaziah is a powerful example in showing us that even in doing the right things, there is a danger of thinking we can do many things our own way, since we've followed God in certain areas. If we aren't careful, one can end up embracing the very evil he set out against!





Let you and me remember our place in following God to the fullest of our ability. Let us be humble in our own estimation and rely upon the Lord for guidance. 





Gospel Meeting Begins Today!





Nov. 14-17





Monday – Wednesday 7:30





Invite others to come!











Following the 


wrong path!








"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you." (Matt. 6:33) 





A man bought a new hunting dog. Eager to see how he would perform, he took him out to track a bear. No sooner had they gotten into the woods than the dog picked up the trail. Suddenly he stopped, sniffed the ground, and headed in a new direction. He had caught the scent of a deer that had crossed the bear's path. A few moments later he halted again, this time smelling a racoon that had crossed the path of the deer. Then a turkey, a rabbit, and so on, until finally the breathless hunter caught up with his dog, only to find him barking triumphantly down the hole of a field mouse. 





Often Christians start out with high resolve, putting the kingdom of God first in their lives, but their attention is soon diverted to things of lesser worth. One pursuit leads to another until they've strayed far from their original purpose. Let us do our best to put first things first. 





            Who are 


   these three?





1.  My name was Joses but changed.





2.  I had land, but sold it.





3.  I spoke for Paul in Jerusalem.





4.  At one point I was called Jupiter.





Who am I? _______________
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        Tell Her





Amid the cares of married life


In spite of toil and business strife;


If you value your sweet wife,


TELLHER





Prove to her you don't forget


The bond to which the seal is set;


She's of life's sweets, the sweetest yet --


TELLHER





When days are dark and deeply blue,


She has her troubles, same as you;


Show her that your love is true --


TELLHER





There was a time you thought it bliss


To get the favor of one kiss;


A dozen now won't come amiss --


TELLHER





Your love for her is no mistake,


You feel it, dreaming or awake;


Don't conceal it, for her sake --


TELLHER





Don't act, if she has passed the prime,


As though to please her were a crime;


If ever you loved her, now's the time --


TELLHER





She'll return, for each caress,


A hundredfold of tenderness;


Hearts like hers were made to bless!


TELLHER





You are hers and hers alone,


Well you know she's all your own,


Don't wait to "Carve it on a stone" --


TELLHER





Never let her heart grow cold;


Richer beauties will unfold,


She is worth her weight in gold!


TELLHER
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Are You A Pilgrim?








                                      By Terry W. Benton





Peter writes with the authority of an "apostle" of Jesus Christ and he writes to the Christians who were scattered. In 1 Pet.1:1, Peter speaks of "pilgrims of the dispersion". He was likely speaking of the Christians who had been scattered since the days when persecution had scattered the church every where (See Acts 8:1ff). Many of these brethren had to leave their homes in order to keep their faith and family together.





A pilgrim sees himself as on a journey. The houses he happens to stay in are viewed as temporary places to stop on his way to the enduring land he seeks. Many of us in these prosperous United States have come to think of ourselves as permanent residents of our homes. We work and live as if it is all about having and keeping this house. We allow ourselves to become slaves of material things. One day all of this stuff is going to burn up. Our children will need "faith" in God and spiritual directions for living. 





We need to see ourselves as pilgrims, just passing through this world, on our way to the more permanent home prepared for God's people. Do you really view yourself as a "pilgrim"? Is your heart set on going to heaven? Do people you live with KNOW that your heart is set on something greater than this world offers? How can you really be a pilgrim if no one you work with or no one you live with knows that your heart is set on going to heaven? Pilgrims make preparation for their journey. What kind of preparations are you making for heaven? 


 











"For He says: 'In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.' Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 Cor. 6:2) 





The steamship "Central America," on a voyage from New York to San Francisco, sprung a leak in mid-ocean. A vessel seeing her signal of distress bore down toward her. Perceiving the danger to be imminent, the captain of the rescue ship spoke to the "Central America," "What is amiss?" "We are in bad repair and are going down; lie by till morning;" was the answer. "Let me take your passengers on board now." But as it was night, the commander of the "Central America" did not like to send his passengers away lest some might be lost, and thinking that they could keep afloat awhile longer replied: "Lie by till morning." Once again the Captain of the rescue ship called, "you had better let me take them now." "Lie by till morning," was sounded back through the trumpet. About an hour and a half later her lights were missed and, though no sound was heard, the "Central America" had gone down and all on board perished because it was thought they could be saved better at another time. (From Pulpit Treasury) 





Let us not put off or procrastinate, but render full service to God now while we have time and opportunity. "Now" is the accepted time! 





           


       Who are 


   these three?





1.  My name was Joses but changed. Acts 4:36





2.  I had land, but sold it. Acts 4:37





3.  I spoke for Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 9:27





4.  At one point I was called Jupiter. Acts 14:12





Who am I? _Barnabas_____
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IT'S ALWAYS NEEDED! 





						By Shane Williams�


			I heard a story of a man in the mid 1950's entering school 			to  study  engineering.   A  professor  told the entering 			freshman class to buy the best slide rule they could afford.  			The reason:   "You  will  be  dependent  on  it  all  your 			professional life."  Well, of course, it wasn't too long before 			the slide rule was replaced by the calculator.


 


We've seen those same sorts of things in fairly recent years: 8 tracks, cassette tapes (almost), and even VHS tapes!





Things that today we consider essential may quickly become obsolete. Tomorrow they may be discarded as antiques that cannot provide the help we need. 





At least one thing from the past, however, will always be needed and never becomes obsolete.  It is the Bible, God's Holy Word.  No matter how much technological change and progress takes place, that Book will remain the one sure means for getting the right answers to the complicated questions:  Our origin, our purpose, our needs, and our final destination.





"Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path" (Psa. 119:105). 





"As for God, His way is perfect; The Word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him" (Psa. 18:30).





"The entirety of Your Word is truth, And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever" (Psa. 119:160).





"For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding Word of God" (1 Pet. 1:23).





Make sure you keep your Bible around and use it!  You'll always need it.  It will never become obsolete.  
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	we find solace in the guidance of a loving God; in times of joy, we share with the ancients of old the happiness in trusting in a bountiful Savior; from the pages of our daily meditation we ascend to the throne of our Father to find safety in His arms.





The value of daily meditation is the time we spend with the Lord. Eternal life will not be granted to those who are strangers of the Son of God. Only those who have a daily walk with Him will share Heaven. Each day is filled with a long discussion with the Creator of this world; the Savior of all men and the power of His gospel. Our daily mediation is the joy we find in consuming His words in our life. Jeremiah the prophet wrote, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy words were unto me a joy and the rejoicing of my heart: for I am called by thy name, O Jehovah, God of hosts” (Jeremiah 15:16).





As the Lord instructed Joshua, so we must do. “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate thereon day and night, that thou may observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success” (Joshua 1:8). May our lives be enriched by the daily meditation of the word of God.





   			     How To 


			Bring Down 


			     A Son!





		         (Gospel Advocate, 1926)











1.  Let him have plenty of spending money. 


2. Permit him to choose his own companions    without restraint or direction. 


3.  Give him a latch key and allow him to return   home late at night. 


4.  Make no inquiry as to where and with whom he spends his leisure moments. 


5.  Give him to understand that manners make a good substitute for morals.


6. Teach him to expect pay for every act of helpfulness to others. 


7. Let him spend Sunday hours, between services, on the streets. 


8.  Be careful never to let him hear your voice in prayer for his salvation and spiritual growth. 


























The Bible contains 3,566,480 letters, 773,746 words, 31,102 verses, 1,189 chapters, and 66 books. The Old Testament contains 39 books; the New Testament, 27 books. The average length of a word contains fewer than five letters. What a lesson for the fellow who has a thing for big words! 





The word "and" occurs 46,277 times, and the word "reverend" but once (Psalms 111:9). The middle chapter and the shortest is Psalms 117. It contains only two verses. The middle verse in the Bible is Psalms 118:8. The middle book of the Old Testament is Proverbs. The middle chapter of the Old Testament is Job 29. The middle verse of the Old Testament is 2 Chronicles 20:13. The shortest verse in the Old Testament is 1 Chronicles 1:25; the longest, Esther 8:9. The middle book of the New Testament is 2 Thessalonians The middle chapter in the New Testament is between Romans 13,14. The middle verse in the New Testament is Acts 17:17. The shortest verse in the New Testament is John. 11:35. The longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9; it contains ninety words. The longest word in the Bible is found in Isaiah 8:1. All the letters of the alphabet, except j, are in Ezra 7:21. The nineteenth chapter of 2 Kings and the thirty-seventh chapter of Isaiah are nearly identical. 





What must you do 


to become a Christian?


□ Just believe in Jesus? 


□ Just repent of sin?              		


□ Just confess Jesus? 


□ Believe, Repent, Confess and be Baptized? 
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Worship and Singing





By Johnny Felker





				It was nearly midnight on the dark streets of a town 				in the Czech Republic. My co-workers and I were 				returning from a late night supper after a day of 				teaching the gospel. Across the way we could hear 				the cacophony of noisy singing coming toward us. A 				band of vacationing Germans, fully under the influence of a night of alcohol, howled their drinking songs to the disturbance of the neighborhood. Perhaps this scene illustrates what Paul had in mind in his exhortation to the Ephesians (5:18-20): "And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and make melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father." 





From ancient times unspiritual men have sung impiously under the influence of strong drink; but Paul's exhortation to the disciples in Ephesus stands in stark contrast to worldly culture both then and now. In a section describing the general lifestyle of the disciple, Paul urged his brethren to live under the influence or "in-filling" of the Holy Spirit and to sing pure and holy words of praise and thanksgiving to God. In a culture where unbelievers entertained themselves in Bacchanalian revelry, the disciple of the Lord presented a beautiful contrast. Gathered with fellow believers, both in their assemblies as well as other gatherings, the disciples of the first century expressed their sincere joy in the deliverance of God (psalms), in the praise of His attributes (hymns), and in truth of His gospel (spiritual songs). Such worship was the occasion for mutual instruction and encouragement through heart-felt praise to God. Likewise, Paul's words continue to instruct those who seek to offer acceptable worship to God. 





Singing in worship is not about entertaining oneself with lively tunes and pleasing harmony. It is about being deeply moved in our hearts by the indwelling message of the Holy Spirit. Through meditation and application of "the word of Christ" (Col. 3:16), our hearts are stirred to declare to God our thanksgiving for what He has done in us, and to those around us what He has or can do for them, if they will "understand what the Will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17). And as we do this, there is a real sense that our lives have not been wasted in "dissipation," but that we are instead "redeeming the time" (Eph. 5:16), that is, making the most of the life God has given us. 
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			 GUESS 


WHO I AM


�ADVANCE \d 4�In this multiple choice quiz, choose the judge who fits the description. 


�ADVANCE \d 4�


A. Othniel 	     B. Ehud 	       C. Shamgar


D. Deborah 	     E Gideon 	       F. Tola


G. Jair 	     H Jephthah      I. Samson





1. He blew his trumpet and smashed his empty jar E C I  (Judges 7:19).





2. This left-handed judge stabbed a king with a home made sword. B F I  (Judges 3:21). 





3. This one killed 600 Philistines with an ox goad C E G  (Judges 3:31).





4. This judge was Caleb's nephew A B E (Judges 3:9).





5. This one said, "With a donkey's jawbone I have made donkeys of them." I A C      (Judges 15:16).





6. He had 30 sons on 30 donkeys and controlled 30 towns G F H (Judges 10:4).





7. When Barak  was afraid to confront an enemy alone, this judge went with him. D B H (Judges 4:8-9).








	Can I do more for our congregation? There are many talented members here. This does not mean that a few can do the work for all. We all need to find a role and take up our share of the load (Ephesians 4:16). We also need to train up others behind us so that the truth will be maintained for generations to come. We need to look for opportunities to do…we are all in this work together for the cause of Christ.





Can I do more for others? There are many souls who need to hear the gospel. Jesus said the fields are ready for harvest (John 4:35). That is as true today as the day that He first called His disciples attention to looking out for souls in need. As Christians we have what everyone needs.  We have one consistent truth (John 17:17). We have contentment in this life (Philippians 4:6-7). We have confidence in the truth to save us (Hebrews 3:14).  We need to share what we have with others, it is what they are looking for; it is what they need.





Knowing that our examples speak louder than words, we must live what we teach if we expect others to listen. We are to influence others by reflecting Christ (Ephesians 4:13). The gospel’s effect in our life will radiate on to others. The gospel is the power of God to salvation (Romans 1:16) and the life that it leads us to is one of contentment, joy, and confident peace. These factors will influence others toward you and you will direct them toward their salvation through Jesus Christ (John 14:6). 





Question: Can I Be Certain of Heaven? Everyone “in Christ” can be.  Those in Christ are those who have been baptized into Him (Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:4) and who have carefully maintained the relationship of “in Christ” by faithful service (Hebrews 3:12-14). Paul speaks of this continual effort (Philippians 3:13-14). Jesus Christ, Himself, speaks of our great reward being found only after our continual faithfulness (Revelation 2:10). Can we be certain of our reward? Yes, Christ promised it to His faithful—to all those who love His appearing: a crown of life (2 Timothy 4:8).
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      Questions For Christians To Ask





			The ability to question or reason is solely ours; no other 			creature of God’s creation has this ability. We question and 			decide many times every day. Most of our daily decisions 			are small and their significance is temporary. Occasionally 			though, we are confronted with large questions that we must study and reason through. One such “large question” that we must face and certainly requires careful study is the question of our salvation. We must question our place with God. We must ask, “Am I saved; am I doing all that I can to please Him?”  The answers to these questions are found in careful examination of our life in comparison to the standard of God’s word. We are exhorted to read, to study, to meditate, to give ourselves entirely to the word of God (1 Timothy 4:13. 15-16). One way of studying is simply to ask a question and then search the answer. With the two previously mentioned questions we can learn a lot by searching the Word for the answers. The Bible is full of answers to help us all the days that we live. 





As Christians we need to be asking questions. There may be many questions that one could ask but I think these three are a good beginning.





Question: What Am I? A short answer would be two words, “a Christian”. It is a short answer but it means much more than can be seen in one glance. Christians are followers of Christ. He has left behind a pathway for us that will lead us home (2 Peter 1:21-23). As I Christian I am also “a redeemed soul”. I was once lost in sin; sold out, separated from God. Now, as a Christian, I have been bought back at a great price—The shed blood of the Son of God (Hebrews 9:22-28). 





I also may be described as “a soldier of the cross.” Like soldiers we are to hold the line. Our line is the line of truth. We are trained to stand strong by the word of God (Ephesians 6:10-18). We are immoveable if we do as we are trained (Psalm 16:5-8). 





“The light of the world” is also a fitting description for a Christian. Jesus spoke of us being examples of good in this otherwise dark world. We are to be living examples of the effects of Christ on one’s life (Matthew 5:14-16). When we shine brightly we draw other’s attentions to God. Knowing what we are will help to focus on what we should be doing.





Question: Can I Do More? Can I do more personally? We all have room for improvement; we need to examine our own work looking for the areas that need improvement enabling success and rejoicing (Galatians 6:4-5). The goal that shows us all that we need more is found in another question. “Am I comparable to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ?” (Ephesians 4:13). Yes, we have some room to grow and yes we can achieve this goal.
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Author Unknown





1. Wake Up !! Decide to have a good day.


"This is the day the Lord hath made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it" (Psalm 118:24).





2. Dress Up !! The best way to dress up is to put on a smile. A smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.


"The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at outward ap�pearance, But the Lord looks at the heart" (I Sam. 16:7). 





3. Shut Up!! Say nice things and learn to listen. God gave us two ears and one mouth, So [perhaps] He  meant for us to do twice as much listening as talking.


"He who guards his lips guards his soul" (Prov. 13:3). 





4. Stand Up!! [For what you believe in.] Stand for something or you will fall for anything.


"Let us not be weary in doing good; for at the proper time, We will reap a har�vest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good..." (Gal. 6:9-10). 





5. Look Up !! [To the Lord] 


"I can do everything through Christ who strengthens me" (Phil. 4:13). 





6. Reach Up !! [For something higher]


"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not unto your own understand�ing. In all your ways, acknowledge Him, and He will direct your path" (Proverbs 3:5-6). 





7. Lift Up !! [Your Prayers]


"Do not worry about anything; instead PRAY ABOUT EVERYTHING" (Phil. 4:6) 








“CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE LORD”





By Bob Myhan





“And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there, Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight.  And the same hour I looked up upon him.  And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.  For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:12-16).


 


It is often said that Saul of Tarsus was saved on the road to Damascus.  But it wasn't until after he arrived in Damascus that he was told what to do to be saved.  Jesus had said, "Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do" (Acts 9:6).  Jesus then sent a man named Ananias to tell Saul what he must do (Acts 9:10-16).  As one can see in the above quotation, he was told, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord."  If he was saved on the road to Damascus, therefore, he was saved before his sins were washed away.


  


Some contend that his sins were "actually" washed away when he saw Jesus, and "symbolically" washed away when he was baptized three days later.  But the Bible says nothing about "symbolically" washing away sins.  The Bible says, "whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13).  Is one "actually" saved when he calls on the name of the Lord, or "symbolically" saved when he does so?  Did Saul "call on the name of the Lord" before being baptized?  No, for he was told, "arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord."  If he was "actually" saved before he was baptized, then he was "actually" saved before "calling on the name of the Lord."  But if he was "actually" saved when he called on the name of the Lord, then he was "actually" saved when he was baptized.  John wrote that Jesus "washed us from our sins in his own blood" (Revelation 1:5).  Ananias tells us when it is that Jesus washes us from our sins in His own blood.  It is when we are “baptized…calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16).
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    ABOUT CHRISTMAS





                                  By Tom Edwards





1)  Are  Christians  instructed  anywhere  within God's word 


to make a religious holiday to celebrate  the  birth of  Jesus, 


similarly  to the  Day of Atonement, the Passover, or any of 


the other Old Testament festivals that were to be  observed 


during the Mosaical Age?





No.  Though,  Christians  are  given a memorial concern�ing 


Jesus' death: the Lord's Supper (Matt. 26:26-29; Acts 20:7; 


1 Cor. 11:20-34).  "Christmas" is a man-made holiday.





2) Was Jesus really born December 25?





No one today really knows when Jesus was born, but it was probably in the warmer months when shepherds would be out watching their flocks--rather than in winter.





3) I have seen in some Nativity scenes of the shepherds and the wise men around the Christ child as He lay in the manger. Were they actually all there at the sametime soon after His birth?





It appears that the shepherds were there first, and that they left even prior to the coming of the wise men (Luke 2:8-20). The account shows that the shepherds came to Jesus in the manger (Luke 2:16) on the same day that He  was born (v. 11). The magi (wise men), however, saw Jesus in a ``house'' (Matt. 2:11); and it could have been several days after His birth.  Though the New Testament does record the day on which the shepherds came, it does not 


tell us when the wise men did.





When we consider that it wasn't until the eighth day that Jesus was circumcised and the additional 33 days that had to be completed before Mary could offer a burnt offer�ing and a sin offering to the priest for her purification, according to the Law (Lev. 12:1-8), we can see that there were many other days in which the wise men could have visited the Christ child prior to Jesus' family going to Egypt. Apparently, the shepherds and the wise men saw Jesus at different times and in different places.





 4) Were there three wise men?





The Bible doesn't say. ``Three'' is an assumption, most likely made on the basis of the three types of gifts that were brought for the baby Jesus. These were gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matt.  2:11).
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“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” Mark 16:15.
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The Value Of Daily Meditation





By Kent Heaton





The physical body is designed to have nourishment each 


day. Through the creative power and wisdom of God, the 


flesh requires renewal and sustenance to maintain life. A 


body lacking water or food will die. Starvation is a terrible 


way to die as a slow, painful and miserable process takes 


place  because  of   the  requirements to  sustain  life  are 


neglected. Neglect of the corporeal needs of the body will 


bring death to the flesh and neglect of the spiritual needs 


of the soul will cause spiritual death.





As God designed the mortal body to require nourishment, so the inner man requires nourishment. Paul wrote, “Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). There is a part of man that is of more value than the outward tabernacle; the image of God. When God created man in Genesis 1, He said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness” (v26). This is the component of man that never dies. 





The need of the inner man is a daily renewal. Without the nourishment of God’s presence, the spiritual man will suffer malnutrition and become diseased. The value of daily meditation with God is the sustenance drawn from His presence in our daily lives. David knew the value of daily meditation when he wrote, “But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; and on his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalms 1:2-3).





The law of Jehovah is a delight; as something we enjoy, we find pleasant and we desire. As food to the body is a nourishing delight so the law of our Lord is something we must have each day. The presence of His word in our lives is a meditation that guides us through the day as we ponder His power, love, majesty and wisdom. Psalm 119 is a declarative thesis on the power of the law of Jehovah. The writer declares how much they love the law of the Lord as a meditation all the day and the wisdom gained from the knowledge of Jehovah’s mind. The law makes one wiser, with more understanding, helping to refrain ones feet from every evil way and serves as a “lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (v105). 





The Psalmist further states, “How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth” (Psalm 119:103). The value of daily meditation is how sweet the words of the Lord affect our daily walk. In times of trouble, 





 





































































































































































































			    


			


			

















	However, if we are to experience the real blessings of worship, our singing must be thoughtful. Those of us who have attended services for years can easily put "What A Friend We Have In Jesus" on "automatic pilot," singing it without the slightest reflection on what we're saying. It is not that difficult with words in front of us to mouth mindlessly some of the profoundest truths without genuine reflection. But if singing is to be the experience of worship God had in mind, it must be both an intellectual and emotional expression of our spirit. 





Our singing must also be honest. I've wondered at times how some of us who live in upper-middle-class neighborhoods can honestly say, "Living Below In This Old Sinful World, Hardly A Comfort Can Afford..." It seems to stretch poetic license beyond the breaking point. Moreover, in our singing we often declare significant intentions and make solemn pledges to God. "I Want To Be A Worker For The Lord," we say; but do we then take the time to do any work for Him? "More, More About Jesus" we may sing while not bothering to open a Bible for the next week. "Morning, Noon, And Evening I'll Pray" we say; but then not pause to pray at all for days at a time. You get the idea? The warning of Eccl. 5:4-6 is especially relevant here: "...Pay what you vow! It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands?" If we respect God, we will not offer Him disingenuous statements and empty promises.





So then, let me encourage you to sing with your brethren with purity, sincerity, thoughtfulness, and honesty. And, as you do, realize that the experience of singing in worship is a foretaste of heaven itself where we'll sing together a new song in praise to our great God. 
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			 GUESS 


WHO I AM


�ADVANCE \d 4�In this multiple choice quiz, choose the judge who fits the description. 


�ADVANCE \d 4�


A. Othniel 	     B. Ehud 	       C. Shamgar


D. Deborah 	     E Gideon 	       F. Tola


G. Jair 	     H Jephthah      I. Samson





1. He blew his trumpet and smashed his empty jar E C I 





2. This left-handed judge stabbed a king with a home made sword. B F I 





3. This one killed 600 Philistines with an ox goad C E G 





4. This judge was Caleb's nephew A B E 





5. This one said, "With a donkey's jawbone I have made donkeys of them." I A C 





6. He had 30 sons on 30 donkeys and controlled 30 towns G F H 





7. When Barak  was afraid to confront an enemy alone, this judge went with him. D B H





WHAT DOES YOUR EMPTY PEW SAY ABOUT YOU?





24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,


25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching, Heb. 10:24-25.





Conclusion: We need to reflect on our own situation and make sure that we are doing what we need to be doing. If you are a Christian then you have. at some point, questioned your stand before God and have changed in order to please Him.  This change was the answer to your question. This question was the first, but not likely the last in your relationship with God through Christ.  As we grow, we should question our service and make the appropriate changes.














A Chip On His   Shoulder’�


     By Greg Gwin�


This common expression conjures up an easy mental picture. A fella places a chip of wood on his shoulder, and then he walks around waiting for someone to knock it off. He is spoiling for a fight, and ready to react at the slightest provocation. He usually finds his opportunity in short order.





The ‘chip-wearer’ is quick to take offense. He was just waiting for some petty reason to vent his anger and bitterness, and once he has found it,�he will not let it go. His reaction is typically inappropriate and unreasonable. When others appeal to logic, common sense, and rational�response, this angry man will not hear of it. He is mad and intends to stay that way.





Dealing with such a person is always a difficult and trying experience. In a workplace, this fella can sidetrack an entire operation. In a community or neighborhood, he can cause trouble for people far and wide. In a family, you can expect grief at every reunion and gathering. And in the church he will definitely cause strife, contention, and division. Sadly these scenarios develop all too often.





God’s Word is plain concerning the man with the chip on his shoulder. Consider:





"Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these . . . wrath, strife, . . . envyings, . . . and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." (Galatians 5:19-21)





"Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." (Ephesians 4:31-32)





Children of God cannot afford to carry a chip on their shoulder. Doing so endangers the soul. Think!��








3 “R’s” for the Young





By Andrew Mitchell





Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment. (Eccl. 11:9). If you follow the lusts of your heart to do any and every thing you desire, you better know that you will be judged for it! There are some who dare to tell the young to go ahead and sow their wild oats. But if you follow that advice, it will be to your destruction, because you will reap what you sow (Gal. 6:7, 8). So just remember young person, don’t let your sinful pleasure condemn you at the judgment day! Is there one pleasure worth it?





Remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity. (Eccl. 11:10) The world says to rejoice by doing whatever feels best. God shows the way to truly rejoice is to “remove sorrow from thy heart”. This is how to truly rejoice and is contrasted with the empty and worthless carousing of a rebellious youngster. And the best way to remove sorrow from your heart is to remove the evil from your body. If you follow whatever your heart desires, it will bring you pain, sorrow and grief. Youth is fleeting, so use it wisely. 





Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them. (Eccl. 12:1) Young person, you can be so useful for the Lord. Don’t live your life for sinful pleasures, but live your life for God. If you have your pleasure now, you won’t have pleasure remembering how much valuable time, enthusiasm, and energy was wasted to futility. As much as you might not like to think about it, the “evil days” of old age and loss of bodily functions will come. So remember God now, while there is time!
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