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"TRUST ME"


By Troy Nicholson





A recent article in The Tennessean ("Skeptics thrive in America," 6/8/03) began with these two words.  It went on to reveal how Americans do not trust others as much as they once did.  The National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago has been tracking the percentage of trust that most Americans have.  In 1964, 53% of those surveyed said that "most people can the trusted."  The numbers dropped to 49% in 1971, 44% in 1980, and 39% in 1991.  The latest figures, from 2002, dropped to only 35%. 





So why have trust levels been dropping?  The article mentions various theories, including rising crime rates, television, rising divorce rates, living in larger communities, weaker job security, and rising economic inequality.  One common thread with each of these theories is people. People are responsible for all the listed theories.  We could say, then, that people are responsible for decreasing levels of trust. 





We must remember that people are humans, fallible beings Some people  those who have no regard for righteous living -- will intentionally deceive us and use us to their advantage. Even those who have the best of intentions will at times fail us and cause us to question our levels of trust in them.  The Psalmist warns against putting our trust in people (Psa. 146:3). 





We must also remember that we are human and fallible.  We must be careful about trusting ourselves.  We often think we know what is best but are simply wrong.  "There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death" (Prov. 16:25).  We must learn to "lean not on your own understanding" (Prov. 3:5). 





But all is not gloom and doom when it comes to trust.  We can put our complete trust in God.  While others may fail us, God never will.  He has promised, "I will never leave you nor forsake you" (Heb. 13:5), and His track record proves His trustworthiness.  "It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man" (Psa. 118:8). 





And while we have all proven ourselves to adequately navigate our way through live on our own, we can trust God's guidance.  "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths" (Prov. 3:5,6). 





So the next time some event occurs that may decrease your level of trust in others or yourself, read a piece of the currency in your pocket.  Notice that each piece says, "In God We Trust."  If you will carry that thought with you, not only in your pocket but also in your heart, then you will have the answer to every situation in life.  
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THE NEW YEAR





By Richard Thetford





Not a new beginning, but the beginning of a period of time in which we can draw nearer to the God who will save us for eternity, or to bring upon ourselves more reasons why the God of love cannot save us. The choice is mine and yours individually.





If one (like Paul) who was a murderer, a persecutor of the Lord’s church could make necessary changes to become a saint and to know of a certainty that he would go to heaven, I am suggesting that you and I can also make the necessary changes to follow after him as he followed after Jesus Christ. It depends on what we want and are willing to do.





May the rich blessings of God abide with us as we strive to serve Him faithfully this coming year. Let’s try to make this year our best year ever in our individual service to God. We can do it if we make up our minds right now that this is really what we want to do. Let’s strive to bring one soul to Christ this year through our Christian example and by Bible study. We can do it. We must believe in ourselves and be determined to make positive changes for the Lord and ourselves in 2008!





HOW CHURCH GROWTH OCCURS


The following is from a poll taken of several church groups. It reflects the importance of the story from last week’s bulletin entitled “Don’t give up asking people to church services.” It takes individual effort to reach those not in Christ.


1% occurs from “walk ins.”


1% results from special crusades or evangelistic programs.


2% occurs from the general visitation by the preacher.


3% occurs from people finding a special or unique need in a congregation.


6% occurs because the church has a good or popular preacher.


7% occurs because the congregation has good children’s and adult Bible classes.


10% occurs because the church offers pleasing social programs.


70% occurs from members inviting their friends, relatives or other people in their daily life.
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			WHY SOME ARE 			      NOT ASKED





			By R. L. Whiteside





			Happy is the person whose 			conduct does not raise a    			question in the minds of      			others as to where he stands. 			Some people never have to answer the question, “Will you have a drink with me?” There is a reason. Some young people are never subjected to certain temptations to which others are frequently subjected, and there is a reason. When your conduct raises a question as to where you stand or as to what you might do, the devil will make you answer that question. Every person who raises a question mark in the mind of people has to defend himself or surrender.

















WHO AM I…





1. I met with the other woman by a river.





2. I am described as a “seller of purple.”





3. I obeyed the gospel in Philippi.





4. Paul stayed in my house while at Philippi. 





WHO AM I? ____________________ 			  


                       





Introducing Homosexuality...To Your Children





By Wilson Adams





Eric Lyons has an eye-opening piece in Apologetics Press that should cause godly parents to shudder. He writes:





"The United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit has affirmed that public school teachers in Massachusetts have the constitutional right, not only to instruct their students regarding the alleged normalcy of homosexuality, but to do so without notifying parents...On January 31, 2008, circuit judges Lynch, Stahl, and Howard ruled in favor of the Lexington, Mass. public school system and upheld an earlier ruling of U.S. District Judge Mark Wolf, who believes ‘it is reasonable for public schools to attempt to teach understanding and respect for gays and lesbians and to do so without teachers needing to consult parents.’"





Lyons simplifies what this means: -- "So, if first grade teachers in Massachusetts want to read books about Daddy's Roommate or Jack and Jim to their six or seven-year-olds, they not only have every right to do so, but are even encouraged by the state to promote such materials. According to both the judicial system and the Lexington school system, if teachers want to read a book about a prince who rejects all of the princesses who wish to marry him, and instead, chooses to marry another prince (shown kissing on the last page of King and King), teachers are free to expose youth to such material. Parents can quibble and Christians can object, but such is the way of life in Massachusetts's public schools."





What is amazing (absolutely incredulous) about all of this is that the plaintiff's in the case were not even challenging the curriculum (materials promoting homosexuality) but the school system's refusal to provide parental notification. Parents merely wanted to know when such materials were taught and be allowed to exempt their child from such instruction. The courts, however, ruled that reading about men kissing and marrying men is not "indoctrination" and therefore parental notice would be unnecessary.





It brings "home" once again the need for parents to take responsibility in teaching their children what God says about the subject of homosexuality. Public schools, the media, and culture will not help you. Young people are increasingly being force fed (yes, "indocrinated") at very early ages that homosexuality is something to be celebrated. As people given to living in the world without the world living in us, it is essential that we be alert to the ever-present dangers of culture. The souls of our children are at stake. That's why we must communicate two essential truths to them: That while God's love is for everyone, certain choices are sinful (Rom. 1:26,27). That sinners can change and be saved by God's matchless grace (1 Cor. 6:9-11).





Parents, be vigilant! What happened in Massachusetts may be coming to a school system near you -- and much sooner than you think. 
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Time Well Spent!!





By Rick Harlow





Benjamin Franklin once made the statement that ``if time be of all things the most precious, then to waste time is the most foolish.'' How true these words are. Many of my brethren today would immediately turn to the pages of inspiration to convince the alien sinner that he should not delay obedience to the gospel of Christ. Sooner or later we would turn with this individual to James 4:13-14 which states, ``Go to now, ye that say today or tomorrow, we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.''





To many Christians, James 4:13-14 has little meaning other than in relationship to a non-Christian's decision to become a Christian.  Should not this also be a constant reminder and exhortation to ALL Christians that we too have responsibilities to God Almighty which should NOT be delayed. The Sweet Singer of Israel writes, ``So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom'' (Psalms 90:12).





Many times today it seems that the only time which we are willing to give to God are the bits and pieces which we have remaining after all of our worldly activities have been taken care of. Should not God get the best of our time?? Would God consider time spent chasing after the things of this world as ``time well spent''?? We need to follow the instruction of the Apostle Paul in Col. 4:5. ``Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.'' It is truly a wise man who has learned how to make the proper decision in regards to the use of his time.





The inspired John wrote, ``Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life'' (Rev. 2:10). Spending our time in serving God is truly ``TIME WELL SPENT.''
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			Lessons From        				A Kite





			"And if Christ is in you, the  			body is dead because of sin, 			but the Spirit is life because of 			righteousness." (Rom. 8:10) 





A boy while flying a kite was so successful that the kite went out of sight. He stood in the field with a cord in his hand that bent upwards into the sky. Someone asked him how he knew the kite was there, and he let them put their hand on the string. They could feel the pull of the unseen kite. Similarly, although the world cannot visibly see Christ in us, they can recognize His invisible power in every phase of our lives. They are forced to admit that we, as Christians, have something which they do not possess.


 


Let us truly have Christ, the hope of glory, within us. 











WHO AM I…





1. I met with the other woman by a river.





2. I am described as a “seller of purple.”





3. I obeyed the gospel in Philippi.





4. Paul stayed in my house while at Philippi. 





WHO AM I?  Lydia  Acts 16:12-15 			  
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You Can Understand the Bible for Yourself �


		    By Phillip Mullins


�One  of the greatest  misconceptions  about the 


Bible  is  that it  is  a locked  book. The  average 


person   is    believed    to   be   shut   out   from 


comprehending its message.  It is thought  to be 


too mysterious, too difficult for the common man 


or woman to understand.


�Nothing could be further from the truth. The apostle Paul was one of the�individuals who was chosen to write down the message of Christ for the New�Testament. The word of Christ was revealed to Paul by the Holy Spirit. The�gospel had been hidden for years like a mystery, but it was now being�unveiled for all to see and know. Speaking of the gospel, Paul wrote, "how�that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I wrote before in a�few words, by which when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the�mystery of Christ)," (Ephesians 3:3-4).





The Bible was not written to stump man or frustrate him in any way.�Certainly there are sections of it that are challenging and even parts that�leave most of us at a loss as to what it is about. Yet, the vast majority of�what is found in the Bible is understandable for anyone.





God's supreme intelligence makes the Bible understandable. He knows how we�reason and communicate and He has constructed it in such a way that we can�comprehend it. It is filled with narrative, illustrations, and colorful�language that makes it easier for us to relate to what is being said. Though�He is so far above us, God has always been able to connect with man if man�was willing to listen.





You don't have to have some special teacher to unlock the secrets of the�Bible for you. You may benefit from another's assistance, but you can read�the Bible for yourself. You do, however, have to make an effort and invest�some time into studying the Bible in order to understand it. Like learning�anything new, you will struggle at first. Yet, if you are committed and�stick to it, you will soon begin to see it come together. You will discover�that the Bible is fascinating and enlightening. You will find that it is�understandable and that it is the word of eternal life (John 6:63).
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 Two Ways To Keep Members Faithful





By Bill Hall





There are two ways to keep members of the church “faithful.”  The first way is to be sure everyone is involved.  Have a project for each member, and make sure that he feels important in his role.  Praise him for the good job he is doing.  Make him feel needed; make him feel that the wellbeing of the whole congregation rests firmly on his shoulders.  That will keep him “faithful.”





There are two problems with this method.  In the first place, it encourages the creation of projects that are not remotely related to the work of the local church.  One member plays on the church ball team; another member leads the Boy Scout troop; another is an active member of the “Dorcas Society”; another plans the program for the men’s luncheon.  Everybody is busy all right, but in activities that are not authorized in the New Testament.





In the second place, members are often given roles for which they are not qualified.  A lady is chosen to teach a class not because she is qualified, but because she needs to be involved.  A man is appointed a deacon to help him to be “faithful.”  Another man is appointed to serve the Lord’s Supper for a month in order to encourage him to be present each Sunday that month.  This method thus places “the cart before the horse,” for no one should ever be assigned any work in the Lord’s service who is not already faithful and qualified for the work to be done (2 Timothy 2:2).





The second way to keep people faithful is to develop within them a genuine love for the Lord.  When people love the Lord, they will be faithful, and it won’t take some kind of “special” project to keep them faithful.  They will also be involved: in worship, in study, in godly living, in sharing the gospel with a friend, in helping the needy.  I have known literally hundreds of Christians who have never in their lives been appointed to any special work, but whose love for the Lord alone keeps them faithful.  There is no superficial faithfulness on the part of these; theirs is a faithfulness that is real.





Special responsibilities are fine for those who are qualified, but the man who requires some special duty to be faithful has never learned what true faithfulness is.
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I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu, kept people looking so hard for facts. For others, it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the name  of the books were not capitalized. The real truth, however, struck home to numbers of readers. To others, it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help find them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them and there shall be loud lamentations if he should fail. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this story.


.		 
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By Wayne S. Walker





				"But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, my glory 				and the One who lifts up my head" (Psalm 3:3). 				Before the introduction of gunpowder, most warfare 				was accomplished in close quarters with hand-held 				weapons such as swords and battle axes, with some 				longer range weapons like the bow and arrow and 				the spear. Thus, much of an ancient soldier's armor 				and equipment was intended to defend him in such 				fighting. He had a helmet to protect his head and a 				breastplate to protect his chest. Also, he usually 				carried a shield which would protect his whole body 				not only from swords and axes but also from arrows 				and spears.





Life is full of trials and tribulations. We may have problems with ill health. Unexpected bills may cause our outgo to be more than our income. Dear loved ones pass from this life, sometimes in tragic circumstances. Our children may not always listen to us or respect us as they should, and this can bring about heartache. A husband or wife may just walk out of the marriage, leaving the other partner in a tough situation. Friends and neighbors may reject all our attempts to share the gospel with them. And occasionally even some of our own brethren may misunderstand us and do things that are hurtful.





These are all arrows that the evil one shoots against us in an effort to destroy our faith and cause us to turn away from our goal. Do we, like the soldier of old, have a shield to guard us against such onslaughts? Yes, the Lord has promised to be our shield. If we put our trust in Him and follow His will, He will protect us from the enemy and lift up our heads. How can we access the power of this shield? "Above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one" (Ephesians 6:16). When we live by faith in the One who is our glory, He will provide the strength that we need to keep on and accomplish our purpose. 



































































































































































































































































































































			    


			


			





Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920




















Regular Scheduled


Services





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30




















Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 


Home


865 – 223 - 7238














WHERE


EVERYONE IS


 WELCOME!


 








What Happens to Me When I Die?


                        


By Joe Price





The word "sleep" is used at times in the Bible to speak of death without any reference to the condition of the spirit or where one goes after death. For instance, consider John 11:11-14, where Jesus used "sleeps" synonymously with "dead." When the body is dead it appears to be asleep  -- hence, the figurative use of "sleep." Likewise, when Stephen "fell asleep," this is an expressive way of saying "he died" (Acts 7:60, note 8:1).





Death means separation. Man dies when the spirit leaves the body (James 2:26).





Luke 16:19-31 is one of the best places to go in the Bible to teach us about what happens to us when we die. Please notice there is nothing stated in the text that says this is a parable. Jesus describes this incident as a matter of fact, an event that actually took place. The realm of the dead or the place of departed spirits (sometimes called Hades or the Hadean realm) is here described as consisting of two parts: one a place of comfort and rest (Abraham's bosom), the other a place of agony and torment. There is no passing between these two states (v. 26). There is consciousness as noted throughout this narrative.  One's conduct in life determines where he goes upon death (vv. 25, 27-31). The living cannot effect or change the condition of those who have died. Neither can the dead change the condition of the living.  Our choices in this life determine where we go after we die.





Recall that Jesus said He would be in Paradise after His death (Luke 23:43). Acts 2:27 says Jesus did go to Hades when He died. Because He was without sin, we conclude Jesus was in that part of Hades referred to in Luke 16:22 as "Abraham's bosom" -- Paradise. This is where every faithful Christian can expect to go awaiting the resurrection of the dead. The unrighteous can expect to enter a place of flaming torment (Luke 16:24).





At His return, Christ will speak and all the dead shall rise -- some to a judgment of everlasting life, and others to a judgment of everlasting death (John 5:28-29; 2 Corinthians 5:10). Are you ready for death?  (Hebrews 9:27)
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I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu, kept people looking so hard for facts. For others, it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the name of the books were not capitalized. The real truth, however, struck home to numbers of readers. To others, it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help find them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them and there shall be loud lamentations if he should fail. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this story.		 
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“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” Mark 16:15.
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Peer Pressure


                           By Bob Waldron





Much of God's covenant with Israel of old dealt with human relations. Various and sundry laws pointed out how the Jew was to conduct himself among his peers. One of these admonitions was, "Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil" (Ex. 23:2). This was a very important decree; it showed the danger of peer pressure and pointed out very explicitly the dangers of being led astray by evil men. Peer pressure was an important factor in their lives; it has been from that time to the present. And perhaps as never before, peer pressure is an issue we have to wrestle with.





A leading educator noted that peer pressure is the strongest influence exerted on young people today. He stated that in most cases it is twice as strong as the influence of home and family, and yields a far greater influence than religion. I share this educator's convictions. All young people want to be accepted by their peers. And if to do so means disobeying parents and selling out personal convictions, some are willing to do so just to be a part of the bunch. In dealing 


with young folks and their problem of peer pressure, we often quote and expound on 1 Corinthians 15:33 -- "Evil companionships corrupt good morals." I contend this is a very important verse dealing with this subject. This admonition does caution against the dangers of peer pressure being exerted by those who are void of spiritual convictions and virtues. Let us continue to warn our young people of the dangers of their associates that rob them of their virtues.





But is all peer pressure centered in young people? Does this pressure cease when we become adults? Well, certainly at all stages of life there are peer pressures put on us by those with whom we mix and mingle day by day. The Bible is not silent on this matter. Men and women of God have always faced immense pressures in dealing with their peers. And when God has spoken, He has always done so with a stern warning against letting our associates rob us of our moral integrity.





One of the most striking examples of this occurred in the life of Peter. Peter is one of our favorite Bible characters. He was truly one of Christ's most ardent followers. We hear him saying, "Even if I must die with thee, yet I will not deny thee" (Matt. 26:25). We hear him declare, "Lord, with thee I am ready to go both to prison and death" (Luke 22:33). But on that fateful night of the arrest and mock trial of the Lord, Peter "followed afar off" (Matt. 26:53); he stood with the wrong crowd, the enemies of the Lord (Matt. 26:69). And upon being asked of his allegiance to Christ, he cursed, swore, and denied that he even knew Him (Matt. 26:69-74). Peter, when alone in a crowd of unbelievers who were the enemies of Christ, relented to peer pressure. 
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	What a lesson for the Christian today. 





I contend that when we are alone, with the wrong crowd, those with no regard for the Lord nor spiritual values, we are at the most vulnerable moment of our spiritual life. And so often, like Peter, the pressures from our peers lead to our downfall.





There are numerous other examples in the New Testament on this subject. Peer pressure played a leading role in the rejection of Christ by the rulers of the synagogue (John 12:42, 43). The Scriptures tell us they believed on Him, "but because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should be put out of the synagogue. For they loved the glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God."





Likewise, peer pressure was the deciding factor in the heinous crime of Herod (Matt. 14:1-12; Mark 6:23). Herod feared and respected John, but his oath, along with "them that sat at meat with him" (his peers) prevented him from backing down on his promise, and resulted in the vile deed of having John the Baptist put to death. In this we see the influence and power of wicked men and the insidiousness of peer pressure.





But there is another side of the coin of peer pressure. Not all the characters of the Bible collapsed under the pressure of their associates. Many stood, often alone, in the  face of severe pressures put on them by others.





Let us ever be aware of the immense pressures put on us by our peers, especially those with no regard for God and spiritual values. And let us profit from the mistakes others made and redouble our efforts to not yield to these peer pressures as they did.
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			"But seek  first  the kingdom of 			God   and  His  righteousness, and 			all these things shall be added to 			you." (Matt. 6:33)





			A man bought a new hunting 			dog. Eager to see how he would perform, he took him out to track a bear. No sooner had they gotten into the woods than the dog picked up the trail. Suddenly he stopped, sniffed the ground, and headed in a new direction. He had caught the scent of a deer that had crossed the bear's path. A few moments later he halted again, this time smelling a racoon that had crossed the path of the deer. Then a turkey, a rabbit, and so on, until finally the breathless hunter caught up with his dog, only to find him barking triumphantly down the hole of a field mouse.





Often Christians start out with high resolve, putting the kingdom of God first in their lives, but their attention is soon diverted to things of lesser worth. One pursuit leads to another until they've strayed far from their original purpose. Let us do our best to put first things first. 








WHO AM I…





1. My mother was a Jew and my father was a  Greek.





2. Paul referred to me as his son.





3. I was a preacher of the gospel.





4. Two letters of the Bible are addressed to me. 





WHO AM I? ____________________








		 





  				THE CORE


		


                        			    By L.A. Stauffer





The "core" of an apple or other kinds of fruit is its central or innermost part. "Core" is also used metaphorically to denote "the central, innermost, or most essential part of anything" (Random House Dictionary). The core of man is his soul, his spirit, his heart. This is the inward man that reasons, is moved by emotions, and wills to act in certain ways. This is, we might say, the control center of the being that God created in His own image (see Gen. 1:26,27).





The "value" of something describes its "relative worth or importance" (Random House Dictionary). It can refer to the monetary value attached to a coin or paper denomination. It can also reflect the worth of some material item of merchandise. But in an abstract way value is attached to principles or standards for human behavior, whether religious, moral, or ethical.





When men speak of a person's "core values," they point to the essence of his thinking, his beliefs, his convictions -- the views about life that control him, that motivate him. Why, for example, are people devoted to God and walk by faith and live religious and moral lives of righteousness and holiness? Why do some people hang out at bars, use filthy and vain speech, and engage in lascivious and immoral behavior?





The answer to these questions is -- because of who they really are! These practices simply reflect their "core values" – what in their innermost being, in their essential person they consider to be of importance or worth. The "core value" of man, unlike an apple or peach, is not fixed and unchangeable by some instinct or inherent law of nature. Men are different from the rest of earthly creation. They can reflect, weigh, and analyze ideas and views to determine what is good or what is bad. When they conclude that there is a God who is holy, righteous, pure, and perfect (see 1 Pet. 1:15,16; 1 Jno. 3:3-7; Matt. 5:48); when they see God as their Creator with the right to set the standard of behavior for man; when they know that this standard of right and wrong is revealed in the Bible -- then they understand what has "value" and what the "core" of their being should be.





What man, the creature, must then do is fill his soul with the Word of truth and shape his mind with righteous and holy principles. As God's law to Israel was written in stone, so His new covenant will must be engraved in man's heart so that the core of his being is formed after the likeness and perfection of God Himself (see Heb. 8:8-13; Eph. 4:20-24). This can only come through study, meditation, and faith. When man walks by faith the "core values" of eternal truth will control his behavior and people will know he really is of God. 
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EMBRACING WHAT YOU ARE AGAINST





By Shane Williams





We must be very careful in our spiritual walks. We must be dedicated to putting the Lord first and relying upon His wisdom and strength. In doing so, we grow closer to Him and in our relationship. We must be careful to always realize our blessings hope and victory comes from God through Jesus. If we aren't careful, we can begin to think more highly of ourselves than we ought.





Amaziah, King of Judah, was all set to go to battle against Edom. He had 300,000 of his own choice men. Also, he had hired 100,000 valiant warriors from Israel for 100 talents of silver. A man of God came to him before he went to war and told him that God had the power to help or to bring him down. Following the advice given, Amaziah gave the100 talents of silver to the warriors of Israel and then sent them away. Amaziah relied upon God and the Lord gave him a great victory over Edom (2 Chron. 25:7-12).





Then Amaziah did an incredible thing: He brought the idols home from the conquered people and set them up as his gods! He bowed down before them and burned incense to them (vs. 14). This, as you can imagine, led to his eventual downfall.





Amaziah is a powerful example in showing us that even in doing the right things, there is a danger of thinking we can do many things our own way, since we've followed God in certain areas. If we aren't careful, one can end up embracing the very evil he set out against!





Let you and me remember our place in following God to the fullest of our ability. Let us be humble in our own estimation and rely upon the Lord for guidance. 
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Faith in God


"But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him." (Heb. 11:6)


 


At a burning building in New York City's Harlem, a blind girl was perched in the fourth-floor window. The firemen had become desperate. They couldn't fit the ladder truck between the buildings, and they couldn't get her to jump into a net, which she, of course, couldn't see. Finally, her father arrived and shouted through the bull horn that there was a net and that she was to jump on his command. The girl jumped and was so completely relaxed that she did not break a bone or even strain a muscle in the four-story fall. Because she trusted her father completely, when she heard her father's voice, she did what he said was best. (From 1500 Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, p. 135) 





Likewise, let us have simple, trusting faith in God and His word, knowing that He knows what's best for us. 








WHO AM I…





1. My mother was a Jew and my father was a  Greek. Acts 16:1





2. Paul referred to me as his son. II Tim. 2:1





3. I was a preacher of the gospel. II Tim. 4:1-5





4. Two letters of the Bible are addressed to me.        I Tim. 1:2; II Tim. 1:2





WHO AM I? __Timothy__________ 			  
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 				 A HARDENED HEART 





						By Bobby L. Graham


�In teaching concerning the various conditions of the spiritual heart, when the Lord desired to speak of the hardened heart, He used the illustration of the wayside soil.  How accurate is the picture of the mind that has no faith and cannot receive the truth of God. 





The ground that lies along the beaten path, trodden time and time again by the constant plodding of travelers, is in such condition that sown seed lies on the top of the ground only to be stepped upon and eaten by the birds.  Jesus identi- �fied this kind of heart in the twelfth verse of Luke eight as he who hears the Word but then has it taken from him by the Devil.  The problem in the heart allowing it to be stolen away is the absence of faith.  Faith takes hold of the Word and will not leave it subject to such action, but the faithless heart �treats the truth in the same way as the wayside grounds treat the sown seed as bird food.





The character who possibly exemplifies the hardened heart better than any other is the Pharaoh of Exodus during the time of the plagues (Exo. 5:12). Time and again he demonstrated his stubborn and hardened heart by the answers which he gave to Moses and Aaron and by the statements which he made concerning Jehovah.  On repeated occasions his sole reaction to the plagues was to harden his heart still further.  His own hardness finally led the Lord to help him along his desired course of action, for He then hardened the �king's heart through additional plagues.





How is it that these miraculous wonders could convince some of the Egyptians but leave the other kind untouched and unconvinced?  Why did some seem willing for Israel to go to worship after a few plagues (10:7), but their ruler was �still unwilling?  Was it not his hardened heart?  The very same plagues that softened some served to harden Pharaoh. Just as the same sun which softens the wax also hardens the clay, so the some Divine influences serve to harden or to soften the hearts of men, according to the kind of heart possessed by the individual.





In view of this possibility, Jesus warned those who hear the truth, "Take heed therefore how ye hear" (Lk. 8:18).


�HAVE YOU TOLD SHOWN YOUR BRETHREN THAT YOU LOVE THEM?





34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.


35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." John 13:34-35.
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Two Ways To Keep Members Faithful





By Bill Hall





There are two ways to keep members of the church “faithful.”  The first way is to be sure everyone is involved.  Have a project for each member, and make sure that he feels important in his role.  Praise him for the good job he is doing.  Make him feel needed; make him feel that the wellbeing of the whole congregation rests firmly on his shoulders.  That will keep him “faithful.”





There are two problems with this method.  In the first place, it encourages the creation of projects that are not remotely related to the work of the local church.  One member plays on the church ball team; another member leads the Boy Scout troop; another is an active member of the “Dorcas Society”; another plans the program for the men’s luncheon.  Everybody is busy all right, but in activities that are not authorized in the New Testament.





In the second place, members are often given roles for which they are not qualified.  A lady is chosen to teach a class not because she is qualified, but because she needs to be involved.  A man is appointed a deacon to help him to be “faithful.”  Another man is appointed to serve the Lord’s Supper for a month in order to encourage him to be present each Sunday that month.  This method thus places “the cart before the horse,” for no one should ever be assigned any work in the Lord’s service who is not already faithful and qualified for the work to be done (2 Timothy 2:2).





The second way to keep people faithful is to develop within them a genuine love for the Lord.  When people love the Lord, they will be faithful, and it won’t take some kind of “special” project to keep them faithful.  They will also be involved: in worship, in study, in godly living, in sharing the gospel with a friend, in helping the needy.  I have known literally hundreds of Christians who have never in their lives been appointed to any special work, but whose love for the Lord alone keeps them faithful.  There is no superficial faithfulness on the part of these; theirs is a faithfulness that is real.





Special responsibilities are fine for those who are qualified, but the man who requires some special duty to be faithful has never learned what true faithfulness is.
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Would I Study My Bible If...?





By Paul Johnson





William McPherson had a charge of dynamite go off in his face. He lost his eyes and hands and the feeling in parts of his face. He realized how much the Bible meant to him and he greatly needed its strength.  He could not read it in Braille because of his artificial hands. He tired to place his lips on the dots, but they were to decipher the Moon type system of dashes. The metal left his lips and tongue bleeding and very sore, but he prayed to God to help him continue to learn just one letter of the alphabet. In the 65 years that followed, he read the Bible through four times with his tongue.





Would I study the Bible if the same thing happened to me that happened to Mr. McPherson? Would I have the desire, the intense desire to know God's will, that I would go through what he did to learn? I wonder if I would not rather have decided, ``I can't ever read the Bible again.''





Would I study the Bible if I had to get up an hour 


earlier each day to work it into my busy (?) schedule? Or miss my favorite TV program if, at that hour I remembered I hadn't studied my Bible for the day and wouldn't have time afterwards?





Would I study the Bible (I wish I hadn't heard of that McPherson fellow) if I didn't feel just right, or if I had had a hard day at work, or if I was just too tired? (I wonder how that fellow learned to read with his tongue?) Or would I study even though I was a slow reader and it took me all day just to read one or two chapters?





Would I study the Bible on occasions when the saints were assembled (Sunday morning, Wednesday night, etc.) if I had to go without supper till after services, or walk or drive several blocks to get there?





How many ``if's'' keep you from studying the Bible? Is this matter of no importance to you at all? If it is, then do something about it.











			 














		 





Vol. 1							February 22 2009	 	                                                #8			





That which is Unshakable and Secure





By Tim Shepherd





It is gratifying to find in the midst of a world gone haywire something that is  everlasting unshakeable  and  secure. About  2600  years ago  in Babylon,  there was a king by  the named of  Nebuchadnezzar  that  had a dream of an image with a head of fine gold, breast and arms  of silver,  belly and thighs of brass, legs of iron, his feet part iron and clay.





			There was a prophet of God named Daniel who came and 			explained this dream to the King (Daniel 2:31-45). This 			image represented four great world powers. Daniel said to 			the King "And in the days of these kings shall the God of 			heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: 			and the kingdom, shall not be left to other people, but it 			shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 			it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the 			stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that 			it brake inpieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and 			the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what 			shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and 			the interpretation thereof sure " (Daniel 2:44-45). 





There have been many Prophecies concerning the day of this blessed kingdom: (Isaiah 2:1-4), (Joel 2:28-32), (Micah 4:1-3).





As the New Testament began the message of John the baptist was: "Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 3:2) Jesus spoke of the nearness of the kingdom when He said, "That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power " (Mark 9:1).





In Acts 2:1-4 we read of the Spirit coming as promised by Jesus (Luke 24:49). Peter stood with the eleven proclaiming that the things that were taking place were not the results of a drunken stupor, but the fulfillment of the prophet Joel (Acts 2:14-21). They also proclaimed that Jesus whom they had crucified was the indeed the Christ (Acts 2:22-36) when they asked, "what shall we do? " They were told what they must do to be apart of the kingdom:" Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins " (Acts 2:38). As the Apostle Paul said to the church at Colossae, "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and has translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son." (Colossians 1:14).





Friends, let us remember the promise that God made, and be apart of that kingdom that "shall stand forever".
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 DO THE PEOPLE WHO CONTROL TELEVISION CONTROL YOU?





By Greg Gwin





According to a recent report by the Lichter-Rothman group, 75% of all television programming is produced by about 700 people. A poll of their moral beliefs reveals the following: 





- 86% seldom or never attend church services. 





- 84% believe that government should have no laws regarding sexual conduct. 





- 55% do not believe that adultery is wrong. 





It is little wonder that these 700 people are constantly attacking the moral values taught in the Bible, and frequently ridicule the beliefs of those who follow the Bible as their guide.





Now, our question to you is this: How much do you let these people influence the decisions you make? Specifically, do you let them dictate your choices in regard to:


- The clothes that you wear?


- The language that you use?


- Materialism (covetousness)?


- Your sexual conduct?


- Your attitude toward 'social drinking', dancing, and other matters of morality?





Jesus warned us that "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things" (Matt. 12:34,35). If we constantly take in the moral filth that is on TV, we should not be surprised to see that it is reflected in the way we think and live. Christian, don't let this corrupting influence threaten your soul. Begin at once to exercise great caution concerning the programs that you and your children watch on TV. "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report... think on these things" (Phil. 4:8). 
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			An atheist was taking a walk 			through the woods, admiring 			all that evolution had created. 





			"What majestic trees! What 			powerful rivers! What          			beautiful animals!", he said to 			himself. As he was walking 			along the river, he heard a   			rustling in the bushes behind 			him. When he turned to see 			what the cause was, he saw a 7-foot grizzly charging    right towards him. He ran as fast as he could. He looked over his shoulder and saw that the bear was closing, He ran even faster, crying in fear. He looked over his shoulder again, and the bear was even closer. His heart was pounding and he tried to run even faster. He tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up, but saw the bear right on top of him, reaching for him with his left paw and raising his right paw to strike him.





At that moment, the Atheist cried out "Oh my God!...." Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent. Even the river stopped moving. 





As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the sky, "You deny my existence for all of these years; teach others I don’t exist; and even credit creation to a cosmic accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a believer?" 





The atheist looked directly into the light "It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask You to treat me as Christian now, but perhaps could you make the bear a Christian?" "Very well," said the voice. 





The light went out. The river ran again. And the sounds of the forest resumed. 





And then the bear dropped his right paw ..... brought both paws together...bowed his head and spoke: "Lord, for this food which I am about to receive, I am truly thankful." 
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THE POWER OF ENCOURAGEMENT!





By Jeff Smith





I can't think of anyone who can get through life without needing someone along the way to give a "boost." There are some who stupidly say, "I don't need anyone's help." They eventually learn that, as the old saying goes, "No man is an island." God made us creatures of dependence, mostly dependent upon Him. But this also includes depending on others. It is our nature to migrate towards others in times of need.





No one understands this more than the Christian. The disciple of Christ has come out of Satan's domain and into the kingdom (Col. 1:13). The saint of God knows that Satan will not just let the past alone, but will try again to ensnare and trap him back into sin. To avoid these schemes, the Christian needs help, even help from fellow followers of the Lord. With aid from those who have also put their trust in God, sin can be defeated more easily than by facing it all alone.





This is precisely the point made in Heb. 3:12-13. Israel's not-so glorious past has just cataloged, especially how they "hardened their hearts" in rebellion to God and His servant Moses (vv. 7-11). On the heels of this review, the writer exhorts his readers to take care, "lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God" (v. 12). One way to ward off the danger of apostasy is mutual encouragement (v. 13). Sin is so deceitful that before we realize it, we can be miles away from God. Having brethren close by to encourage us helps us stay faithful.





Later, in Heb. 10:24-25, the writer stresses the importance of gathering with the church when it assembles. Attendance is important, for we "stir up" others to love and good works. We also "exhort one another" while the Day approaches. However, we will not just find such encouragement when the church assembles for worship. The New Testament also teaches that we can so encourage other believers in smaller groups. In Acts 20:20, Paul said he taught "publicly and from house to house." No doubt in these smaller groups, some were encouraged. In Acts 2:46, the first Christians were together "in the temple" (the assembly) but also "from house to house" in social associations. Strong ties were built to help each other in fighting sin. Brethren, that's encouraging!! 
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THE STEWARDSHIP THAT LEAVES HOME





By Jim King





Have you noticed your children lately? The baby who couldn't do anything but cry last month can now turn over by himself. The toddler who pleaded to be read to last week is suddenly a six year old who independently reads to himself. And the youngster who just yesterday wanted to borrow a crayon, today wants to borrow the car. All too soon, these eternal products of our stewardship will walk out our doors to begin lives of their own, never to return again in the same way.





All of our gifts from God come with a tag attached: "On loan. Manage properly. Be a good steward." "Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful" (1 Cor.4:21). Our children are near the pinnacle of God's richest gifts. Every parent could say along with Jacob, who when asked about his offspring said, "They are the children God has graciously given your servant" (Gen.33:5).





Like turning out products at a factory, we parents have scheduling deadlines that must be met. We cannot put a child on hold until we have more time. They will grow up with our having nurtured them in the Lord, or they will grow up without it. But they will grow up. We must strike while the iron is hot, and it is only hot for a few fleeting years.





Do you have a plan for carrying out God's commands to you as a parent? Are you deliberately and purposefully developing and implementing specific strategies that will start your sons and daughters on the road to maturity in Christ Jesus? Do you realize the urgency and infinite importance of this stewardship, or are you just haphazardly hoping that everything will somehow turn out right?





It would be great to save the world. But we need to begin with our little corner of it. Because one day the Master who owns these children is going to make us give an account for how we managed His precious gifts. "But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief" (1 Thess.5:4).
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THE BIBLE IS ALL WE HAVE��David D. Bonner





Sometimes people ask what are we doing for our young people. We are teaching them the Bible. What are we doing for the old folks, faithful saints,�unfaithful people, people who are not even Christians? Since the Bible is all we have, we are trying to teach all of them the Bible. 





We use the Bible to "hold" people, keep them faithful, get them stronger, encourage them in their family relationships, get them to rear their�children in the proper way, get them to be the right kind of neighbors, friends, citizens, etc. What else is the Lord's church supposed to do? Since�the Bible is all we have, we don’t know how to do anything without it.





Some apparently are trying to grow by letting the "church" furnish parties, skating socials, ping pong socials, hay rides, etc. Such socials may round up some people who are interested in such things. But when people know the Bible does not authorize the local church to engage in any such affairs, they will not be impressed. God gave us the BIBLE. The church is to teach it to all the world (1 Thes 1:8; Phil 2:16). As individuals, we're to be hospitable. But as the local church, THE BIBLE IS ALL WE HAVE.





   Can you answer 


    these “THREE” 


       questions?





1.  What were the names of Noah’s “three” sons?    ____________________________________





2.  Who  were  the  “three”  that were cast into the    furnace of fire? _________________________





3.  Who    were    the   “three”    who   saw   Jesus transfigured? __________________________
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Opportunity Knocks





"When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the Lord, my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on to Macedonia." (2 Corinthians 2:12-13, ESV)





A certain woman gets out of her car and closes the door. Taking a sullen glance at the neighboring buildings with their sagging windows, slumped mushroom ceilings, and bricks which have weathered almost a hundred years of Kansas wind, she walks with a skip to the door of a dear friend. Despite the somber morning, she is confident the day will be better.





Another woman, this one in Florida, wakes up and reads the stock report in the paper. She sighs, folds and puts the paper back in its plastic sleeve, and decides to take a walk. She opens the door and sees a beaming sun, but across the way an afternoon rain is coming.





From the population of the world, at any moment there may be millions of such people opening doors. In fact, even at this moment you read my words. Consider all the choices people in this life make and that most important decision, to believe, to trust, and to obey God and receive salvation by grace through faith in God's son Jesus Christ. It is a common thought among us to lament the condition of the world, but truly the spirit of the world has not changed, though its flesh stained with corruption grows danker with each new season's wrinkle. But of all the houses, shacks, shanty towns, tent cities, boxes, and huts that sit on the world's landscape, there is the singular cry of the lost, some unknowing and some knowing the eternity that waits for them like a baby's first breath, waiting to escape and to pass into the next phase. But to what? Knowing the desperation of the world, we who are in Christ often rush to the doors of the unsaved, offering that silver cord to eternity with the Creator and receiving a brush off, an invitation to leave.





Who knows? Perhaps the door we knock on will be that one, perhaps one of the two thousand we've knocked on. When Paul went to Troas, God, the dispenser of opportunity, opened a door for him, providing him opportunity to preach the gospel to those who would potentially listen. Troubled in heart, he waited then went to Macedonia. But even there, Paul proceeded in triumphal march, leavening the world with the yeast of distinction. (2 Cor. 2:14) As a hungry man picks up the scent of nearby cooking fish, the world has those who hunger for truth, stomaches growling to be set free from corruption and vanity,�to embrace true life, eat true food and drink true drink. (Jno. 6:55)





When we are approached by such a one, remember: the door opened in the�Lord may be your own.!! 
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What Have You Done For The Lord Lately?





By David Deason





Monday:  Alarm rings, shower, and off to work or school.  Home by six, fast food for dinner, Monday night football at 8, hit the sack around 11.





Tuesday:  Alarm, work (or school), home by six, grab some fast food, meet some buddies for some fun, home, kiss the kids goodnight, bed around 11.





Wednesday:  Same, except after Micky D's, we rush to Bible study as we try to briefly look over our lesson.





Thursday:  Same as everyday, only this is basketball game night at 7.  Then home and to bed.





Friday:  FINALLY FRIDAY!  But it's the same as everyday.  Tonight is rest night.  We just "chill out" in front of the TV.





Saturday:  Finally a day to sneak off to the woods to hunt.  Home around 7 or 8 pm.  Watch another football game and a movie, go to be around midnight.





Sunday:  Wake up late, rush to services.  Briefly look over the lesson as you fly down the road.  Arrive late and drift through the services.  Leave swiftly to watch the Titans football game.  You are always excited to see them play!  Arrive late to services again that evening.  Attempt to worship with drowsy eyes.  Rush home again to watch that movie you've been dying to see.  Sleep by 11.  Start the whole week over again.





Does this roughly describe your week?  Sure, you can alter a few things here and there.  But there is one glaring problem that remains consistent - Where is the Lord?  We may attend services regularly, but are we taking the time out of our busy lives to DAILY live for the Lord?  How much time did you spend in Bible study this week outside of services?  Did you take advantage of an opportunity to teach a friend about the Lord?  Did you stop to just say "Thank You, Lord" for all the ways He has blessed your life?  Let me challenge you to change your schedule around.  Devote your time on this earth to the Lord!.
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Learning the responsibilities





"Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it." (Prov. 22:6) 





Time magazine recently reported on a math test given to thirteen-year-olds from six countries. The South Koreans received the best scores and the Americans received the worst. Those taking the test were also asked to respond to the statement, "I am good at mathematics." Only 23 percent of the Koreans responded affirmatively to that statement -- the lowest percentage, while the Americans came in number one with the highest number of "yes" answers. American students may not know math, but they have evidently absorbed the lessons of the newly fashionable self-esteem curriculum wherein kids are taught to feel good about themselves. 





Our society teaches children that they are special, unique, and wonderful, without teaching them the responsibilities which make them special, unique, and wonderful. 





   Can you answer 


    these “THREE” 


       questions?





1.  What were the names of Noah’s “three” sons?    Shem, Ham, Japheth, (Genesis 6:10).______





2.  Who  were  the  “three”  that were cast into the    furnace of fire? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; (Daniel 3:12)._____________________





3.  Who    were    the   “three”    who   saw   Jesus transfigured? Peter, James, and John, (Matthew 17:1)._________________________
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PSALM 19


�By Bubba Garner


�We use the word "great" almost as often as we do the word "love." "That was a great game." "Have a great day." "What a great sermon." Well, maybe not that last one. But we do use the word a lot.





Yet no One is more worthy of such a description than our great God. Just because we have diluted the term to cover anything from all-time athletes to Frosted Flakes, that does not change the mignitude of His might, the greatness of His goodness. The Psalmist surely thought so. "For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised" (Psa. 96:4) and "His great-ness is unsearchable" (145:3). God is not only great. He is the greatest.





I love to hear my children sing in the worship service. Morgan is able to read now, so she can follow along with just about any song. But David is at the mercy of the song leader; he can only sing ones he's heard before. So if it's�"Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah!" or "I Know That My Redeemer Lives," he seizes �the opportunity and lets it all out. Sometimes, I just stop and listen to these beautiful sounds coming straight from their beautiful hearts. It's great.





Singing gives every child of the Father a voice, one He delights in hearing. It allows us to express our emotions, to pour out our souls, to join in the words of our mouths with the melodies of our hearts. It helps us learn new truths and�better appreciate old ones. It's something we can do any-where at any time. Whether we're happy or sad, peaceful or anxious, in the pew or in the car, one thing will never change. "Then Sings My Soul, My Savior God To Thee, How Great Thou Art!" Just how great is God? Let Psalm 19 speak for Him.





His Creation Announces Him: -- "The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands" (vs. 1). A homebuilder may carve his name in the brick. A composer or film maker may be known by some trademark. But the Lord has left His fingerprints on ever page of creation, �and His world clearly testifies to the might and authority of their Maker. Someone might wonder while looking at a sunset, "How can anyone see that and not believe in God?" That's what it was designed to do. While people�in the world deny His existence, the world itself will not let them.





This is still our Father's world. No matter how far men flee from Him, He remains in control and over all. He who "placed a tent for the sun" and orchestrates its rising from one end of the heavens to the other (vss. 4-6) is still concerned about what's going on in my corner of the world. Look around.





Listen. This part of the song doesn't require words. That's how great God is. 
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	His Word Reveals Him: -- The Word of God is an expression not only of His Will but also of His character (vss. 7-9). It is "perfect" because it comes from a blameless Lawgiver. It is "sure" because He who spoke it is unchangeable. Its effect is "rejoicing the heart" because of His desire for all men to experience the joy of His salvation. Its "commandment" is a demonstration of His authority to rule and legislate. It is "enduring forever," fixed and firm as His eternal throne. Its "judgments" are "true" and "righteous altogether" for they flow from His ancient and matchless wisdom. The Lord wants us to know Him who stands behind it.





A God who is clearly seen through the eyes of His world is intimately identified in the pages of His Word. He is not far away; He is not difficult to find. He has not left us to discover hidden meanings or uncover secret clues. He has expressed His Will plainly so that His creation can have a relationship with their Creator. That ought to cause us to value His Word as "more desirable than gold" and sweeter than "the drippings of the honeycomb" (vs. 10). It is the source of true treasure and satisfaction. What else could come from such a great God?





His People Are Perfected By Him: -- David, the sweet singer of Israel, was not immune to sin. He concluded his psalm with a prayer for �deliverance from "hidden faults," "presump-�tuous sins," and "great transgression" (vss. 11-14). Even the shepherd-king of Israel went astray. But the world and the Word were constant reminders of the glory of God and the�law of the Lord. They pointed him back to his goal.





The result of following the Lord's Will is a transformation into His image. "Then I shall be blameless" (vs. 13) is an aim that we grow closer to achieving only as we grow closer to�God. He has revealed Himself to man so that we can become more like Him who created and redeemed us. We are to "be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect" (Matt. 5:48). It is�just one more way for those in the world to see God. They can know that He is alive in the lives of His people. Our goodness is a reflection of His greatness. 





Indeed, how great Thou art. Let us sing and make melody to Him with a grateful heart.
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LEAVING A VACANCY��By Irvin Himmel�


Eddie was a clerk in a hardware store. He made a name for himself as the most inefficient and contentious sales-man ever. The atmosphere when he was absent one day was like the tranquil beauty of summer weather after a bad�thunderstorm. One regular customer remarked on the difference. "Eddie ain't just away for the day," said the proprietor, "He don't work here no more."





"Do you have anyone in mind for the vacancy?" asked the customer. "Nope," said the proprietor cheerfully, "Eddie didn't leave no vacancy."





This little story reminds us of some folks in the church. It is so seldom that they attend services that no one really misses them when they are�absent. They are such that no great loss is felt if they move to another city. Like Eddie, they leave no vacancy. Others can be absent for only one�or two services and they are missed. Why? Because they are dependable. When their seat is vacant people take notice.





Church attendance is not the only matter of importance in the life of a Christian. However, it is a pretty good index to the temperature of one's�fervor for the Lord. Non-attending members are usually non-participating in other aspects of the Lord's work. One must fill a place, render needed�service, and be a participant before he can leave a vacancy. 


	                Multiple Choice:


 			To be saved I must…


	      A – Believe. 


	      B – Believe and Confess.


	      C – Believe and Repent.


	      D – Believe, Repent, Confess, Baptized.
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"THAT'S MORE THAN I AM SUPPOSED TO DO"��Harry E. Rice�





			Practically all progress in the world has been made by 			those who did more than their share, "more than they were 			supposed to do."





			Our independence was won by George Washington and 			his men who "did more than they were supposed to do" as 			they suffered privation at Valley Forge while others were 			living in luxury not far away. Many a lad has been set up in 			business or given a college education by parents who "did 			more than they were supposed to do" while neighbor boys 			are left without a start in life by satisfied parents. Many a 			sick child has been brought back to health by a sacrificing 			mother who did more than her share.





			The church of the Lord has been established in many  			places in America by sacrificing Christians who did far 			more than their share - they could have worshipped down 			the street - but they did more than they were supposed to 			do (according to the opinion of men) and established the 			Lord's church. 





Most of the work around the church building is done by Christians who "do more than they are supposed to do" while many are perfectly willing that they should do it. (This reminds me of something I heard one time. A preacher was asked it there was anyone at the church where he preached that were willing to work. He said, "Everyone in this church is willing, five percent are willing to work, and the other 95 percent are willing to let them do it." - t.t.). If it were not for those who do more than they are supposed to do by giving themselves, this congregation wouldn't grow, but would stagnate and die. 





After all, "doing more that we are supposed to do" as men judge is the very crux of Christianity. It means 'going more than half way,' 'turning the other cheek,' 'loving one's enemies,' 'praying for those who persecute us,' 'giving money to the needy,' 'working for the Lord while others are engaged in pleasure.' Yes, it means all this and more. But this will bring eternal life for the faithful, all of whom "did more than they were supposed to do."
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HOW IS YOUR FAITH?





By Marvin Noble





Is your faith as strong as it used to be? Do you pray as often and with as much fervor as you once did? Do you enjoy the peace that passes understanding? When making choices for the use of your time, energy or money are you able to put the Lord first? Are you courageous in declaring your faith?





These are important questions because faith is an absolute essential to our spiritual survival. ``We walk by faith.'' We ``live by faith!'' The Hebrews writer warns that unbelief can cause us to depart from God, Heb. 3:12. If you see within you signs of a weakening faith, you would do well to identify the danger.





Here are some threats to our faith: It is a sign of possible danger when a Christian becomes lax in studying the Word. (Remember, ``faith comes by hearing the word of God,'' Rom. 10:17.) Have you placed yourself in faith situations? Hebrews 3:13 tells us we can become hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. The company we keep, the material we read, the television we watch can gradually change our appetites, aspirations and convictions. We may have even deceived ourselves into thinking that we have not weakened, but when in reality we have become blind to our great danger.





If you see that your faith is threatened, meet the danger. ``Abstain from every form of evil.'' Schedule some time for daily study and meditation of the Word. Seek out companions who encourage growth in faith. Exercise and perfect your faith by use--with all your might practice what you believe. Eternity hangs in the balance. What will you do about it?


 





He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. Mark 16:16.
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Imitate 


Jesus





"Then He said to them all, 'If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.'" (Luke 9:23)


 


Some years ago some enterprising capitalist was planning to build a bridge on the Sea of Galilee. What makes this project unique is that it is not being built OVER the water. It is being built UNDER the water. A 28-foot-long floating bridge will be submerged 2 inches below the surface so that tourists will be able to "walk on the water" just as Jesus did. Perhaps their next project should be to build a hot air balloon on the Mount of Olives so that tourists will be able to imitate Jesus' ascension into heaven! (From Jerry Gentile)


 


The bridge builder needs to understand that Jesus does not want people to imitate His walking on water via a submerged bridge, but He wants them to imitate His way of life. Titus 2:11-12 says, "For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age..."      








	                





		     Multiple Choice:


 			To be saved I must…


	      A – Believe. 


	      B – Believe and Confess.


	      C – Believe and Repent.


	      D – Believe, Repent, Confess, Baptized.
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			David Diestelkamp





Advertising this spring and summer's bare fashions, a popular magazine's cover reads, "Skin is In!" Of course, public exposure of skin has always been "in" with some, but it has rarely been so socially acceptable. Bare and revealing styles have, in fact, now become expected. Today, social pressures are compounded by the difficulty of finding decent clothes in the stores.





Are we thinking? Most people act as though they are not thinking about decency. Maybe this is to be expected of the world, but even some Christians act like God doesn't care what we wear. Have we forgotten that Jesus is Lord both of our bodies and how we clothe them? God has spoken, "women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works" (1 Tim. 2:9-11). Is this the foundation of our thinking while shopping for our wardrobe and getting dressed in the morning?


 


Are we searching? I am well aware of the fact that some Christians struggle with the above verse in determining exactly what is modest. Unfortunately, the question "Where do you draw the line" has turned into a worn out excuse for having no objective line at all. This question should drive us, hungering and thirsting (Matt. 5:6), into a daily search of the Scriptures to find out what is right (Ac. 17:11). In all other areas we say, "Stand still--don't act--until you know you can do so in full faith that it is right!" How can we allow ourselves to wear clothing that we are not 100% sure is modest?





What is our standard? Everyone has a "line"--a point of propriety and decency for at least some situations. The world derives its clothing standards from things like what feels good (pleasure, comfort, sexual appeal, etc.), what looks good (style, attractiveness, etc.), and popularity (fashion, fad, etc.). Note that these are based in the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. John warns us that this "is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever" (1 Jn. 2:16-17). As Christians, we are looking to a much higher rule. It is God and His Word which are our standard in all things. Does what we wear appeal to the standards of God or men? Stop wearing it if it cannot be justified by God's Word! 
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	It is disturbing that many Christians act as though we need authority for everything we do, except for what we wear. They reject lessons on modesty and propriety, as well as suggested biblical "lines," but then offer nothing as a substitute standard. The rejection of an interpretation or proposed standard does not free someone to act lawlessly--it obligates them to find the truth!





What do our clothes say? We are speaking to God, not just men, by what we wear. Do our clothes say that we are "professing godliness, with good works"? Of course we won't always be dressed like everyone else--they aren't professing the same thing we are! In fact, we are going to stand out "in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world" (Phil. 2:15).





LET THE CHURCH BE THE CHURCH





By Ron Lloyd





Pioneer preachers, in battling denominationalism, often appealed to passages such as Jer 6:16 which says: "Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls..." and Col 3:17 "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by�him." As they preached these scriptures from God's holy word they said, "Let the church be the church."





So should we! Much of the battle is now concentrated upon liberal attitudes and ways within the church, within our own memberships Young people and inexperienced older members must often be reminded that the church was not, and is not today, a social, recreational or health center. It is a spiritual center.





To correct the situation, people in every congregation must be willing to accept the challenge given Gideon, and "Throw down the altars of Baal" (Judges 6:25). Sounds radical, doesn't it? But it is simply that which Truth requires.
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FOLLOWING OTHERS!





"Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ." (1 Cor. 11:1) "Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern." (Phil. 3:17). 





			A teenage girl, while driving 			her car, got lost in a snow   			storm. She remembered what 			her dad had once told her: "If 			you ever get lost in a snow 			storm, wait for a snow plow 			and follow it." Pretty soon a 			snow plow came by, and she 			started to follow it. She       			followed the plow for about 			forty-five minutes. Finally, the 			driver of the truck got out and 			asked her what she was     			doing. She explained that her 			dad had told her if she ever 			got lost in a snow storm, to follow a plow. The driver nodded and said, "Well, I'm done with the Wal-Mart parking lot, now you can follow me over to K-Mart!" 





There's nothing wrong with following others as long as we know that they are headed in the right direction. Paul taught us to follow him "as" he followed Christ.       








	                





		     


		 





 Can you answer the


following questions?





1.  Who prepared the way of Jesus?___________


2.  Where was Jesus born? _________________


3.  Where was Jesus crucified? ______________


4.  Where is Jesus now? ___________________


5.  When will Jesus return? _________________
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GOD'S MERCY�By Chase Kelly





Our God is clearly a merciful God. In Psa. 100:5 "For the Lord is good; His mercy is everylasting..." And in Eph. 2:4 "But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us..." We see that God is truly merciful. However, many people say it is impossible for God to be merciful, if He sends people to hell.





Everyone who sins deserves to go to hell, and it is only by God's mercy that we don't. It is amazing that He had the compassion to send His Son to die for us that we might be able to live with Him. However, none of us deserves this compassion. Paul says, "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 6:23). God's mercy is a gift�that is available to everyone, but we have to be willing to accept it.





Many individuals believe that as long as they're a good person and do good things they will get to heaven, but the Scriptures point to something different. Paul wrote: "But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but accord-�ing to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus 3:4-7).





So, it's not because we have done something good that we are saved, but because of God's amazing mercy. However, even though God is extremely merciful, we still have to do our best to live Christian lives. Rom. 6:15 says, "What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not!"





Just as Christ has shown us mercy, we should reflect His mercy in our lives. Paul says, "Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you" (Eph. 4:31,32). So we should forgive others as Christ forgave us. As we show mercy to others, they might see Jesus through us and obey Him. 
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How much do you know about the “ARK” Can you answer these questions?





1.  Who build the ark?_______________________


2.  Who designed the Ark?___________________  


3.  How long did it take?_____________________


4.  Why was the ark built?____________________


5.  How many people were in the Ark?__________  











FREE!





We have available             audio TAPES or CD’s       of sermons upon          your request! 





				IF YOU ARE VISITING 


		    		 WE ARE VERY GLAD 


				     YOU ARE HERE!





	

















Next fall when you see geese flying in "V" formation, you might consider what science has discovered about why they fly this way. 





Each bird flaps its wings to create an updraft for the bird following. By flying in "V" formation, the whole flock adds at least 71% greater flying range than each bird flying on it own.  





People who share a common direction and a sense of community can get where they are going more quickly because they are traveling on the thrust of one another.  





When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistances of trying to go at it alone and quickly gets back into formation and takes advantage of the lifting power from the bird in front.  





If we have as much sense as a goose, we would stay in formation with those who are heading the same direction we are.  When the head goose gets tired, he rotates back into the wing and another goose takes point.  





It is sensible to take turns doing demanding jobs with people or with geese.  Geese honk from behind to encourage those ahead to keep up their speed.  





What do we say when we HONK?  Finally, this is the most important point:  When one of the geese is wounded or sick and falls from formation, two other geese will follow the goose down to lend help and protection.  They will stay with the goose until it can fly or until it dies.  





Only then will they launch in formation and catch back up with their group.  If we have the sense of a goose, we will stand by each other like that.
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Everything I need to know about life, I learned from Noah's Ark: 





1: Don't miss the boat. 





2: Remember that we are all in the same boat. 





3: Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the  Ark. 





4: Stay fit. When you're 600 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big. 





5: Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done. 





6: Build your future on high ground. 





7: For safety's sake, travel in pairs. 





8: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs.


 


9: When you're stressed, float a while.


 


10: Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. 





11: No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a rainbow waiting.       
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BEWARE OF SATAN





Richard Thetford





			In the past I have written several articles on the blessings 			of being a Christian and the wonderful love of God. But 			there is another force that we need to be seriously aware of 			and that is Satan himself. Matthew 4:1 says "Then Jesus 			was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 			by the devil". It is Satan that temps us and every day that 			goes by we can see the hand of Satan somewhere in it. 			That is why the Apostle Paul wrote "Stop depriving one 			another, except by agreement for a time that you may 			devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest 			Satan tempt you because of your lack of self-control"        (1 Cor 7:15). Paul was giving this advice to those that are married because he knew that Satan is always standing ready to tempt all with fleshly desires. One must understand that Satan is a very strong force and we cannot let our guard down for an instant because if we do, we will be tempted by him in an instant. Peter stressed this in his writing of 1 Peter 5:8 when he said "Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour". Brethren, we must see Satan as an active force just waiting for us. Satan has been called a "murderer from the beginning" and "does not stand for truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar and the father of lies" (John�8:44). Not only is he a murderer and full of lies - the father of lies, but�he is a sinner, John says "the one who practices sin is of the devil; for�the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this�purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil" (1 John 3:8).





Don't Give Satan the Advantage





We can see from all the above passages that Satan is "no good" and we need�to be very cautious of him. At this point you may be asking "what should I�do with him?" First of all, don't give him the advantage. Paul said "...that�no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his�schemes". Once he gets the advantage it becomes harder and harder for us to�overcome him. We must continually watch out for him (1 Pet 5:8), and resist�him as James says in James 4:7 "Submit therefore to God, Resist the devil�and he will flee from you". As Christians, we should be confident that when�we do resist Satan that he will flee from us.
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						    Can you complete these verses?	


					


				1.  Thy word is a _______ unto my feet, and a _____ unto my path.





				2.  He that _________ his rod ________ his son; but he that ______ him 						     _________ him betimes.  





				3.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ________, ________, always ________ 				     in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your __________ is not in 					     _____ in the Lord.





Put on the Armor of God





So how do we keep from giving him the advantage, to watch for him, and to�resist him? By living a life that is sober as mentioned in 1 Pet 5:8. Another way to do this is to put the armor of God on us. Paul told the�Ephesians "Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil" (Eph 6:11). We need to study the Word of God and dwell on Godly things while practicing a life of Godliness all the time. When we do so, there will be much less opportunity for Satan to tempt us.





Satan - The Great Deceiver





Here are just a few things that Satan does that hasn't been mentioned earlier. He entraps (1 Tim 3:7; 2 Tim 2:26), blinds (2 Cor 4:4), takes the truth away (Luk 8:12), resists good (Zech 3:1; Rev 2:10; 1 Thes 2:18), promotes evil (Luk 22:3; Acts 5:3), transforms himself (2 Cor 11:14), and he deceives as stated in the book of Revelation 12:9 "And the great dragon was�thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him".





There will come a time when Satan will cease to exist. "And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever" (Rev 20:10). Do you know when that will occur? When this world comes to an end. Do you know who will join him? All mankind who have not believed and have not been baptized into Jesus Christ (Mark 16:16).�In addition, those who are in the church who have not remained faithful to the end (Rev 2:10). 





BEWARE OF SATAN and BELIEVE IN JESUS - Our eternity with God depends on it!.
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At an HIV / Aids presentation /seminar, where a large number of delegates (+ 200) were listening to the presenter describing the need for safe sex,�condoms etc etc in the use of preventing the spread of HIV / Aids among teens, single people and homosexuals. The presenter did not include�abstinence as a preventative measure and a man in the audience raised his hand and asked why Abstinence was not taught and promoted. The presenter laughed, the crowd laughed and the man asking the question felt humiliated.�


A coffee break was scheduled and the presenter pleaded with the audience to introduce themselves to one another. How ever at the break, the man who had asked the question regarding abstinence kept to himself, and never shook hands with any of the other delegates. The other delegates complied with the request to introduce themselves and there was much greeting and shaking hands.�


After the break the presenter made the point that by shaking hands with one another each delegate had exposed himself/herself to viruses carried by�others, the analogy being that they could have contracted HIV/Aids. The impact of this analogy created a hushed silence, as each realized how�quickly the virus can spread. In this silence the man who had asked about abstinence stood up and stated that he had not shaken any one's hand. The point was made that abstinence is the ONLY effective way to be 100% safe.       
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To The Work


By Steve Klein





We all need to be reminded, at least occasionally, to do the work God expects us to do in His service, and to do it consistently. Local churches are frequently handicapped by members who are simply not committed to doing their share of 


the work on a regular basis. One very pleasant way of reminding one another of our duties is by "admonishing one another in Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs" (Colossians 3:16). The words of the song To The Work, written by William Doane, do just that. This spiritual song reminds us that . . .





"We are Servants of God" We are not put on this earth to serve ourselves, but to serve our God. Fearing God and keeping His commandments is our whole duty (Ecclesiastes 12:13). Peter, James, Jude and Paul all identify themselves as "servants" of God in their epistles (Titus 1:1; James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; Jude 1). This is how they saw themselves.  As we follow this apostolic example, we will also see ourselves as servants of God.





"There is Labor for All" Jesus observed that "The harvest is truly great, but the laborers are few..." (Luke 10:2). There is plenty of work for all those who are willing to labor. Don't wait for someone to tell you what to do. Take the initiative. Find work that needs doing and JUST DO IT. Like an ant which has "no captain, overseer or ruler" yet works diligently, we too should be "always abounding in the work of the Lord" even when no one is looking over our shoulder or cracking the whip behind us (Proverbs 6:6; 1 Corinthians 15:58).





"Work in the Strength of the Lord" - God supplies the strength we need to do the work He expects us to do. We should be "fruitful in every good work" as we are "strengthened with all might according to His glorious power" (Colossians 1:10b-11a). The trust the Psalmist expressed in God's ability to strengthen him should be our trust as well: "For by You I can run against a troop, by my God I can leap over a wall" (Psalms 18:29).





Near the end of His life on earth, Jesus could truthfully say to His Father, "I have finished the work which You have given Me to do" (John 17:4). How many of us will be able to say the same when our lives draw to a close? God has given us all work to do in His service.  Are we accomplishing it?





In Nehemiah's day, when God's people were rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, the work got done because "the people had a mind to work" (Nehemiah 4:6).  If the work gets done among God's people today it will be for the same reason.


.
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Conservative!





By Aude McKee





To distinguish between brethren who hold to a "thus-saith-the-Lord" and those who are loose in their attitude toward authority, the words liberal and conservative have become quite common. It may be that we come to think of ourselves as "conservative" merely because we oppose human institutions attaching themselves to the Lord's church, refuse to see the Lord's church turned into a social club, and maintain that elders are to oversee "the flock of God among them." But there is a great deal more to being "conservative" in our attitude toward authority in all aspects of our lives.





Probably the area in which a lack of respect for authority is manifest most on the part of those who claim to be "conservative" is in day-to-day living. Christians who use bad language and tell off-color jokes lack a proper respect for authority no matter what else they oppose, and thus they are not really "conservative."





Those who fail to adorn themselves in modest apparel when they appear in public, do not respect divine authority and, therefore, are not conservative no matter what claims they may make!





Looking for perfection? No, sir, but for people who are trying their best. How much effort do you make to "let your speech be always with grace seasoned with salt?" How much effort do you make to always appear in public places clothed in such a manner that people are impressed with the fact that you walk with the Lord? 





How much effort do you make to always tell the truth, never to be dishonest in anyway, to always say what ought to be said about other people? How "conservative" are you?
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Think about it!





My name is Jim Neugent. I wrote to ABC (on-line) concerning a program called 'THE PRACTICE.' In last nights episode, one of  the lawyer's mothers decided she is gay and wanted her son to go to court and help her get a marriage license so she could marry her  'partner.'   I sent the following letter to ABC yesterday and really did not expect a reply, but I did get one.


�Letter to ABC:





ABC is obsessed with the subject of homo- sexuality: I will no longer watch any of your attempts to convince the world that homosexuality is OK.  'THE PRACTICE' can be a fairly good show, but last night's program was so typical of your agenda. You picked the 'dufus' of the�office to be the one who was against the idea of his mother being gay, and made him look like a whiner because he had convictions. This type of�mentality calls people like me a 'gay basher.' �Read the first chapter of  Romans (that's in the Bible) and see what the apostle Paul had to say about it.... He, God and Jesus were all 'gay bashers'.   What if she'd fallen in love with her cocker spaniel? Is that an alternative life style? (By the way, the Bible speaks against that, too.) �					-- Jim Neugent        �


Here is ABC's reply from the ABC on-line webmaster:





How about getting your nose out of the Bible (which is ONLY a book of stories compiled by MANY different writers hundreds of years ago) and read the declaration of independence (what our nation is built on), where it says 'All Men are Created equal,' and try treating them that way for a change! Or better yet, try thinking for yourself and stop using an archaic book of stories as your lame crutch for your existence. You are in the minority in this country, and your boycott will not affect us at ABC or our freedom of statement.       








	                





		     


		 





Remember our goals for 2009:








Support the strong.


Encourage the weak.


Reach the lost.





Have you done your part this week?
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ARE YOU FAITHFUL?





By Jeff May





`It was a  sunny Saturday  morning. James stepped 


outside to get  his morning  paper. Only  a  moment 


later  James returned  with a  disgusted  look on his 


face. No paper! James said, "I'm gonna have to get 


me  a  new  paper  boy. He's  just  not faithful."  The 


problem was  that  James'  paperboy  would  deliver 


about 1 out of every 3 days. 





`Fred was in a hurry to get to work, but it happened again. His car wouldn't start. He had hoped this used second vehicle would be just what he needed, but about 1 out of every 3 turns of the ignition, the car wouldn't start. Fred told his wife, "I'm gonna have to trade that car in. I just need one that's more faithful." 





Are James and Fred right to call the paperboy and the car unfaithful? Would you be pleased with a paperboy who delivered 1 day out of 3? Would you be pleased with a car that only started 2 out of 3 times? Certainly not. 





The apostle Paul was chosen by God to carry the gospel because God counted him faithful. "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry" (1 Tim. 1:12). Paul was trustworthy. God could count on him when He needed him. Paul would never fail in his duty to God. 





What about me and my attendance to the assemblies of God's people? My brethren are counting on me to be there. I need to consider the impact of my absence upon them. My presence helps to stir up my brothers and sisters to love and good works Furthermore, I am drawing near to God and holding fast to 


my faith (Heb. 10:23-25). Am I faithful if I hit one out of every 3 services? Am I faithful if I hit 2 out of 3? Does God consider me reliable and trustworthy? Is he pleased with such performance? It's something to think about, isn't it? If I wouldn't call the paperboy faithful and the used car faithful then why do I consider myself faithful in my service to God if my performance is no better? All of us need to realize our obligations to God and to our brethren regarding our attendance. We grow weaker through our absence.





Someone once used good car language on this subject. He said. "Brethren are often like cars. They "sputter" before they "miss" and they "miss" before they "quit."
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"This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success." (Joshua 1:8) 





The A, B, Cs of Success





Attend carefully to details of your business. 





Be prompt in all things. 





Consider well, then decide positively. 





Dare to do right, fear to do wrong. 





Endure trials patiently. 





Fight life's battle bravely. 





Give your best to God. 





Hold integrity sacred. 





Injure not another's reputation nor business. 





Join hands only with the virtuous. 





Keep your mind from evil thoughts. 





Lie not for any consideration. 





Make new acquaintances. 





Never try to appear what you are not. 





Observe good manners. 





Pay your debts promptly. 





Question not the veracity of a friend indeed. 





Respect the counsel of your parents. 





Sacrifice money rather than principle. 





Touch not, taste not, handle not intoxicants. 





Use your leisure time for improvements. 





Venture not upon the threshold of wrong. 





Watch carefully over your passions. 





X-Ray your spiritual self often, and adjust. 





Yield not to discouragement. 





Zealously labor for the right. 














KIDS


COLUMN





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





A BITTER RUCKUS





"Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled..." (Heb. 12:14-15).


 


A story is told of two unmarried sisters who had so bitter a ruckus they stopped speaking to each other. Unable or unwilling to leave their small home, they continued to use the same rooms and sleep in the same bedroom. A chalk line divided the sleeping area into two halves, separating doorway and fireplace, so that each could come and go, and get her own meals without trespassing on her sister's domain. In the black of night each could hear the breathing of the foe. For years they coexisted in grinding silence. Neither was willing to take the first step to reconciliation.


 


Eph 4:26-27 says, "Be angry, and do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil."        








	                











As listed in Luke 6:14-16





		     


		 





IF YOU ARE VISITING… 





WELCOME!





PLEASE COME AGAIN!





Simon Peter


Andrew


James


John


Philip


Bartholomew


Matthew


Thomas


James the less


Simon (Zealot)


Judas


Judas Iscariot





Alphaeus’ son


Called Thaddaeus


Andrews’ brother


Friend of Bartholomew


Called Levi


James’ Brother


Called Didymus


Son of Simon


Called the Cananaen


Peter’s brother


Johns’ brother


Called Nathanael
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1. Discipline your children only when you lose your temper. Let them get away with anything until you're fed up; then in 	a spirit of hostility and anger, let'em have it! Blow your top, holler, get wild, clobber them and really make a brawl out of it. The children will get a bang out of you.





2. Don't make yourself approachable, you might have to listen and reason with them. If you get too chummy, they'll want to talk things over with you. And who's got time to waste with kids? You've got more important things to do.





3. If they've done wrong, never let them forget it. Keep rubbing it in; they'll loathe you for it. A father was telling me 	in front of his son about the trouble the boy had gotten into 	5 years earlier when he was 13. The boy was ashamed and disgusted. When the father went to answer the phone, the son said in an undertone, "He makes me sick." I felt like saying "Me, too!"





4. Give your children all the spending money they want; don't make them earn it. Money in large quantities is an 	acceptable substitute for love. After awhile they will only 	want your money and couldn't care less about you. It's something like starving them on creampuffs.





5. Compare your children with someone else to make them smarten up. Use that beautiful expression "Why can't  you be like Johnny?" They will despise you and Johnny both!





6. Mother and father should disagree in regard to the rules for their children. Children will then learn to play one parent against the other and develop an unhealthy closeness to the one they can manipulate.





7. Never let the kinds think for themselves. They don't have the equipment. The reason may be that they are a lot like their parents, or they've been influenced by their home environment. Make all the decisions for them so they'll never�be able to handle life.





8. Treat them with suspicion. Never trust the sneaky little characters.





9. If they turn out well, it won't be your fault. IT'LL BE A MIRACLE.
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GAMBLING 


YOU BET YOU'LL LOSE�


			By Ralph Walker.


�			Did You Know: --2/3 of the 			American population 			placed some kind of bet 			last year.





It is believed in 2005 over $200 billion was wagered in America in all forms. The total cost to the US military for the Iraqi war in 2005 is $120 billion.





Scratch-ticket buyers spend an average of $500 a year on lottery tickets. Man are much more likely to buy tickets than women. Half of Americans bought lottery tickets last year. One third of adults surveyed visited a casino in that same time period.





Internet casinos are the fastest-growing sources of gambling. In December of 2001, just 64 casino sites recorded an astounding 13.6 million visits.





You are six times more likely to die from lightning than winning the Minnesota State Lottery. Odds are 240,000 to 1. Odds on the �California State Lottery are worse, at 18 million�to 1. And the worst odds are the interstate lotteries like Powerball, where the odds of your winning are 1 in 54 million.





2/3 of all teens in Amrica gambled in some form last year. 15% of those teens are at risk of developing a gambling addiction, and another 8% are already problem gamblers.





CBS reports that TV poker championships have created a false sense of success at cards, luring teenagers to gamble at poker. "Kids don't realize they're watching the final round where one person wins big. They don't see the hundreds who lost tens of thousands the day before, " says Linda Fears, editor of Family Circle Magazine.





These facts all point to the conclusion that gambling is a risk no responsible, godly, steward of money should take.
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			"And  if  Christ is in you, he 			body is dead 	because of sin, 			but the Spirit is life because of 			righteousness." (Rom. 8:10)


 


A boy while flying a kite was so successful that the kite went out of sight. He stood in the field with a cord in his hand that bent upwards into the sky. Someone asked him how he knew the kite was there, and he let them put their hand on the string. They could feel the pull of the unseen kite. Similarly, although the world cannot visibly see Christ in us, they can recognize His invisible power in every phase of our lives. They are forced to admit that we, as Christians, have something which they do not possess.


 


Let us truly have Christ, the hope of glory, within us.   








	                











As listed in Luke 6:14-1


		     


		 





Alphaeus’ son


Called Thaddaeus


Andrews’ brother


Friend of Bartholomew


Called Levi


James’ Brother


Called Didymus


Son of Simon


Called the Cananaen


Peter’s brother


Johns’ brother


Called Nathanael





Simon Peter


Andrew


James


John


Philip


Bartholomew


Matthew


Thomas


James the less


Simon (Zealot)


Judas


Judas Iscariot
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THE LORD HATH NEED





By Bob Craig





We would have you consider a scripture portion of Matthew 21:3: The portion is "The Lord hath need of it." The Lord has no need in His overall supremacy of the universe but, in his plans for mankind, there are certain things needed. At the time of the verse we read, he had need of a place in which to eat the passover feast. It was supplied. But in his plans for the salvation of mankind he also has some needs. 





He needed volunteer laborers. He said, "... The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest." (Luke 10:2). He chose the apostles (just men) for the primary task. But he needs people such as we read of in Acts 8:4: "Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word." That is, literally, "every where they went they preached the word." They were busy making known the good news of the gospel everywhere they went. 





The Lord needs good moral people to show people the reality of serving in the kingdom. These good people would be "the light of the world" which is surrounded with the nefarious works of the prince of darkness, Satan, and light dispels darkness. There is much darkness round about: there is the darkness of ignorance. Most people have no idea what the New Testament teaches; There is also the darkness of evil. Jesus said, "Men love darkness because their deeds are evil." There is the darkness of depression, despair and pessimism. The Lord has need of people who hate darkness and are determined to do all that they can to turn on the light of divine truth. 








Are you compromising with the world? 	


		 “But it is happened unto them 		  according to the true proverb, 		  The dog is turned to his own 		  vomit again; and the sow that 		  was washed to her wallowing  		   in the mire.” (II Peter 2:22).
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JUST A DANCE!


(Should I go to the Prom? And School dances? T.S.)


			By Chuck Bartlett 





The  phone rings  and  on the other  end is  the  principal 


of    Jordan    Public    School.  ``Hello,   Mrs.   Bartlett.   I  


understand  that  your  children  will  not  be attending the 


school  dance....''  Yes,  this  is  one  of  the  times  where 


children--who want to do what God  says--stand out  from 


the rest of the crowd. Oh, they may stand out also  by the 


way  they  talk,  dress and  speak; but  not attending what 


everyone is talking about, can't help but center you out. 





Our young (not just the Bartlett children) people need to be commended for their efforts to be an influence for good. Why not go? It's just a dance, isn't it? No. It's more than a dance; it is a lascivious action (Galatians 5:19). This simply means an action that creates lust, inappropriate thoughts. 





Is it hard for young people to go against the majority? In some areas it is, while in other areas it isn't. Peer pressure is something we all face, and it doesn't just affect our younger people. Society wants God's people to conform to their standards; and we need to ask ourselves, who is influencing who? With all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life      (1 John. 2:15), who is not being tempted? 





As children of God, we all need to examine ourselves from time to time to evaluate our standards and compare them with the Bible and make sure they harmonize. There are times I can see world standards creep into our household. For one, it might be the types of movies or TV programs. For another, it may be the kind of clothing one wears (or doesn't wear) in the summer, etc. 





May we all encourage each other to stand against the wiles of the devil. You see, the more we think about it, the more alert we will be. The less it is discussed, the easier it is to drift back into the world where we once were    (Ephesians 2:1). 





         DUSTY BIBLES LEAD 


            TO DIRTY LIVES!
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Everybody, 


Somebody, 


 Anybody,  


  Nobody! 





Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody were all neighbors in a community. These four fellows worshiped at the same congregation. Yet, they were unlike you and me for they were more mature in their judgments. 





Everybody was out of town most Sundays visiting relatives and Somebody usually went fishing. Anybody could have gone but he thought he wouldn't really be missed since Everybody would be there. So Nobody went to church. 





Not long ago one of the elders needed a teacher for one of the Bible classes. Everybody thought Somebody would teach the class and Somebody thought Anybody could do the teaching. So they wound up with Nobody teaching the class. 





It seems that Nobody was the only decent chap among them. Nobody did the work when Everybody didn't, when Somebody wouldn't and when Anybody couldn't. 





One day an unbeliever moved into the community. Everybody honestly believed Somebody would teach him. Somebody thought Anybody could while Anybody thought Everybody had already talked to this man. Guess who finally won this man to Christ?    That's right -- Nobody. The years went by and these four (Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody) died and went to meet their maker. Guess who finally went to heaven? That's right -- Nobody. 


			














			 








	                














The Power of Simplicity 





By Bill Hall





Jesus Christ had a deep appreciation for simple things. His teaching was profound, but always simple. He reached the hearts of His hearers, not with high-sounding philosophical jargon, but with illustrations and "to the point" teaching. He could see in a farmer sowing his seed, or a lily showing its beauty, or a shepherd leaving his flock to seek one lost sheep, or a loving father welcoming a wayward son, a lesson that could teach some spiritual truth. 





His apostles were chosen from the humble class. He could appreciate people, not for what they possessed, but for what they were; and, in some cases, not for what they were, but for what they could become. He recognized true quality, and true quality is often found in the simple and humble. 





The worship He ordained was simple in nature. "Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul spoke to them" (Acts 20:7). Even the poorest could worship, for all that was required of a material nature was a little bread and fruit of the vine. Those of little talent could worship, for God was listening in view of the heart rather than the beauty of the voice.





He authorized a simple organization for His church, with each congregation appointing its own bishops and deacons (Philippians 1:1). There were no denominational associations, conferences, or synods. There were no inter-church organizations or societies. Yet, through the simple organization given the church by the Lord, the world of the first century was thoroughly evangelized and the needy among them provided for. The Lord knew that success in His work would not be brought about through complexity of organization, but through dedication, faith, and commitment on the part of His followers. We make a terrible mistake when we try to substitute the former for the latter. 





Why this simplicity? "That no flesh should glory in His presence" (I Corinthians 1:29). The complex systems that men devise tend to bring glory to themselves rather than to God. 





To return to the simplicity which our Lord ordained might not be impressive to the worldly-minded, but, then, Jesus Himself is not very impressive to the worldly-minded. Besides, our purpose is not to impress the worldly-minded, but to please God and bow in submission to His will. Let us do away with our super projects and complex systems. Let us learn to appreciate simple teaching and simple ways. 
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	Above all, let us learn to appreciate Bible teaching and Bible ways. We like the following quote from Ed Harrell: "How foolish we are to think that God will be impressed with our voices when we sing; after all, He hears the angels sing! How foolish to think He will be impressed with our cathedrals; remember, He made the Grand Canyon!" What He is seeking for is a heart that is pure, loving, and obedient to His will. And that's simple.





WEARY WELL DOERS





              By David Diestelkamp�





The words of Galatians 6:9 are motivation to those trying to do right: "And let us not be weary in well doing" True well doers do their best not to grow weary, especially since their reward is at stake: "for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not."





But what about those whose actions (or lack of them) weary the well doers? What about those who demand action, but never act? What about those who expect others to study, teach, be hospitable, and work without themselves becoming personally involved? What about people who expect others to develop to be elders, deacons, and preachers in difficult places? What about Christians who require constant correction because they want to be like the world?





It is bad enough that some decide not to be well doers and therefore shall reap the reward of the wicked rather than that of the righteous, but they also affect others. Their inactivity, complaining, gossip, and worldliness may cause some well doers to faint. In that case "it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in2 the depth of the sea" (Matt. 18:6). Well doer or wearier, which will it be?
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	  	"He who is slow to anger is better 		than the mighty, and he who rules his 		spirit 	than he who takes a city." 			(Prov.16:32) 





		The expression, "Fly off the handle," 		is used when one quickly loses his     		temper. The original expression 			comes to us from the use of tools. 		After tools have set in the shed for 		months, the wooden handle becomes 		dry and shrinks. When various tools 		such as an ax are used, the iron can 		easily fly off the handle because of the shrunken wood. When the blade of an ax flies off the handle, it is very dangerous to the user and everyone standing nearby. Similarly, when one, "flies off the handle" (has a violent explosion of anger), it endangers everyone. 





Let us learn to rule our spirits. 








Can you answer these questions about these women of the Bible?





1. This woman hung a rope from her window...


	Eve?


	Rahab?


	Ruth?


2. This woman conspired with her husband to lie to  the Holy Spirit...


	Mary?


	Sapphria?


	Joanna?


3.This woman laughed at God's promise concerning her child...


	Sarah?


	Jezebel?


	Elizebeth?
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Improving Our Worship�


			By Bill Hall





			Our lack of fervency and reverence in worship is a matter 			of grave concern to all spiritually minded people. We have 			often caught ourselves singing, but not worshipping;     			bowing our heads, but not praying; sitting through a     			sermon, but not participating in a study of God's word. 			Such action is mockery, bringing condemnation on the 			"worshipper" rather than God's approval.





What is the solution to the problem? Some have sought for the solution in spontaneous singing and chain prayers. A group meets for a devotional period. No song numbers are announced: somebody (anybody) just starts a song, and everybody joins in. Instead of one person leading the prayer, all the men take part, each one adding his little bit until the last man in the circle gives the final "amen." In addition, lights may he turned down and all in the circle hold hands. The purpose behind this practice is to help people feel closer to God as they worship.





I am not questioning the scripturalness of this practice, but if someone thinks it holds the key to our problems of worship, I believe him to be absolutely wrong. Or if such practice lead participants to look disdainfully on "led" singing or "led" prayers, considering such to be an inferior way of worship, they become downright dangerous. Improvement in worship is not brought about by changing the order or externals of worship, but changing the hearts of men. It comes from stronger faith and greater love for the Lord.





When we come to love the Lord and appreciate His sacrifice as we ought, such words as, "I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene, And wonder how he could love me, a sinner condemned, unclean," will awaken an immediate response in our hearts, so that with genuine fervor we will sing, "How marvelous! How wonderful! And my song shall ever be; How marvelous! How wonderful! Is my Savior's love for me." And whether the song is sung spontaneously or is announced and led by a song leader will become a matter of indifference.





When we develop a true consciousness of God— a consciousness of His greatness, His presence, His concern, His love, His awareness, His listening ear—and an appreciation of our own littleness and unworthiness, we will begin praying as we ought.
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	Spontaneous singing and chain prayers only provide temporary help in treating the symptom. But what we need is to get to the root of our problem, our own lack of faith and love for the Lord.





We shall try, but we will never in this life reach perfection in worship. But one day we will see our Lord. A consciousness of what He has done for us will sweep our souls as never before And awareness of our hopelessness without Him will stir our spirits. And then — and possibly only then — we will break forth in praise with the sincere adoration which He deserves. And we are quite sure it won’t take any artificial form or arrangement of worship to prompt our bursting forth in praise on the wonderful occasion.





A Painful Operation





By Rick Duggin





In 1809, Dr. Ephraim McDowell’s examination of a patient revealed that she had an abdominal tumor which would soon kill her.  Though abdominal surgery was unheard of in those days, the woman finally persuaded the doctor to operate.





The surgery lasted for twenty-six minutes and the twenty-two pound tumor was successfully removed.  Since there were no anesthetics back then, the pain involved was almost unbearable.  Why, then, would this woman so forcefully insist that the doctor inflict such agony on her?  Quite simply, because she preferred the pain to its alternative—death.





One of the most painful examinations that any sincere seeker of truth must experience is the self examination which God requires of all men (II Cor. 13:5).  





Our goal should be to examine our life with the same objectivity that God uses in evaluating our character.  Since He knows about us (Heb. 4:13), and since His “gauge” is the only accurate one, we should relish any proper correction in our life that is necessary.  If the exam reveals a flaw in my character, and if I want to avoid spiritual death, I will gladly accept the correction.  If I want to die, I can simply ignore the warnings or refuse to take the examination.  It’s that simple.     
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			"Do not let your adornment be 			merely outward; arranging the 			hair, wearing gold, or putting 			on fine apparel; rather let it be 			the hidden person of the heart, 			with the incorruptible beauty of 			a gentle and quiet spirit, which 			is very precious in the sight of 			God." (1 Pet. 3:3-4).


 


The world puts emphasis on one's outward appearance. Millions of dollars are spent each year on diet, exercise, clothing, and cosmetics, most of which are designed to improve one's outward appearance. Many of those things are superficial measures to make people appear more beautiful than they really are. It is empty and vain to beautify only the outward person. Prov. 31:30 says, "Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised." 1 Sam. 16:7 says, "...The Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 





Can you answer these questions about these women of the Bible?





1. This woman hung a rope from her window...


	Eve?


	Rahab? (Joshua 2:15).


	Ruth?


2. This woman conspired with her husband to lie to  the Holy Spirit...


	Mary?


	Sapphria? (Acts 5:1-10).


	Joanna?


3. This woman laughed at God's promise concerning her child...


	Sarah? (Genesis 18:12). 


	Jezebel?


	Elizebeth?


			














			 








	                














How Did You Do?
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					Garage Sale 





						     By Carey Scott�


				Every so often, I take the time to go to some garage 				sales. 	I am hoping to find something that someone 				else  does  not  want,  and buy it cheaper than I		 		thought I wanted to pay for it originally. Many items 				you can get for pennies on the dollar. 





What was it that turned these items into junk for these people? Was the product not as good as was advertised? Was the product truly a piece of junk? Or perhaps they found another toy to play with. 





Some people treat their Christianity like that. They count the cost and decide to live for Jesus, then later on their souls do not seem to have the importance that it once had, and they trade it in on a new experience, or revert back to their �sinful lifestyle. 





Still others, not willing to pay the true price of salvation, will look around for a cheaper version. One that does not require as much cost. By that, I mean that Jesus asked us to give Him our all ( Luke 14:33), yet some choose to only give a portion that they are comfortable with. Sadly, there are many religious groups that cater to these types of people. They do not hold people accountable enough. They do not teach the truth enough. They tell people what they want to hear, and allow the cost to not be so burdensome on folks. 





Please, do not treat your soul like this. It is your most valuable possession. Do not sell it for pennies on the dollar. Proverbs 23:23 reads in part: “buy the truth, and sell it not.” Your soul is too valuable to treat it like junk. Jesus died on the cross for you, and that shows that God thinks your soul is valuable. Let us help you realize the value of your soul, and help you to acquire salvation which is what God wants, and what Jesus died for. 





God is not willing that any perish (2 Peter 3:9). You must believe that Jesus is the Son of God and died on the cross for your sins. (Acts 8:37). You must repent of your sins (Luke 13:3), you must confess Jesus as Lord (Matthew 10:32) and you must be baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). Then you must remain faithful and continue learning how to serve God (2 Peter 3:18). Let us help you on your spiritual journey. May God bless you in your study of His word.
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									    Have you 			  taken the 			  gospel to 			anyone this			     week?																				
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There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much he passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat, another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly news paper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized truthfully, from answers we get we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund raising event which featured this puzzle the alpha delta phi lemonade booth set a new sales record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 people who reported who that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, the books are all right there in plain view hidden from sight. Those able to find all of them will hear lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind that punctuation and spacers in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember there is no need for a mad exodus. There really are 30 books of the Bible lurking in the paragraph waiting to be found.





	 		1. Amos		2. Mark		3. Luke	


			4. John		5. Joel			6. Judges	


			7. Job			8. Hebrews		9. Esther		


			10. Acts		11. James		12. Ruth


			13. Romans		14. Titus		15. Matthew


			16. Genesis		17. Philemon		18. Chronicles


			19. Daniel		20. Nahum		21. Hosea


			22. Lamentations	23. Revelations	24. Timothy


			25. Samuel		26. Numbers		27. Malachi


			28. Peter		29. Exodus		30. Kings








ORANGES AND DEATH BED REPENTANCE





There   was   a    man   who   lived   a   long   life. 


He   was  a  wicked  and  cruel  man.  Eventually, 


this  man  went  the way of all men  and  died  for 


it is  appointed for all men to die (Hebrews 9:27). 


When it came  time  for  his funeral, the preacher 


proclaimed  him  to  be  saved. The  preacher did 


this because  while  lying  on  his  death  bed  the 


wicked  and  cruel  man   cried  out,  “Lord  Jesus 


save me!” The preacher was of  the  opinion  that 


as  long as there was breath to utter those words, 


a man could be saved.





The aforementioned preacher’s opinion is held by many. Therefore, it behooves the seeker of truth to ask the following question. Can a person who has lived their entire life in services to the devil be saved by saying, “Lord Jesus save me” as they draw their last breath? This is an important question, for it doesn’t matter what a preacher may think or say, it only matters what God thinks and says.





The key to man’s salvation rests in obedience. The Hebrew writer speaks about Jesus’ obedience in this way, Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. Hebrews 5:8. Because Jesus was both God and man, He knew the ordeal He was going to face. It is in this context that we read; In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Hebrews 5:7. Facing His impending death Jesus petitioned the Father with the following words. “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” Matthew 26:39. Jesus learned obedience by subjecting His will to the will of the Father.





The problem of salvation for man resides in man’s propensity to want his way. Man has no problem with doing what God says as long as what God says is the same as what pleases man.





The Scriptures plainly teach that Jesus became the author of eternal salvation to those who obey Him (Hebrews 5:9). In view of this, why do preachers proclaim cruel and wicked men saved when they speak, “Lord Jesus save me” with their dying breath? Is it because such words soothe the conscience and dull the grief of family members?





The Scriptures plainly teach that baptism is for remission of sins (Acts 2:38; cf. Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). In view of this, why will preachers proclaim that a person is saved before and without water baptism? Is it because to do otherwise would condemn friends and family?
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	Those who live lives as servants of the devil, then expect to go to Heaven, are like the story a young man who gave his girl an orange. In the days when oranges were a rare and special treat, a young man came in possession of one. He decided to give it to his girl but on the way to see her, temptation overcame him. He took a knife and cut a hole in the end of the orange and sucked out all the juice. Upon arriving, he gave her an empty shell.





Men who live their lives to please themselves bring God an empty shell from which the devil has sucked out the goodness of life. If we would not expect a young lady to accept an empty orange, then why should we expect God to accept death bed repentance?
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There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to     Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much he passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat, another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly news paper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized truthfully, from answers we get we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund raising event which featured this puzzle the alpha delta phi lemonade booth set a new sales record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 people who reported who that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, the books are all right there in plain view hidden from sight. Those able to find all of them will hear lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind that punctuation and spacers in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember there is no need for a mad exodus. There really are 30 books of the Bible lurking in the paragraph waiting to be found.
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CLOTHING THAT PLEASES GOD





I write this article knowing that it will not make me popular. It is a sad truth, but certain subjects are taboo even with Christians. Knowing this causes me to acknowledge that what I write will be interpreted through the reader’s prejudice. For this reason, I shall choose my words carefully and ask that you give consideration to what is said within the context that it comes from a sincere love for the souls of men.





Does God care what kind of clothing the Christian wears? Are Christians free to wear whatever is considered fashionable or socially acceptable? These questions are legitimate and should be asked by all Christians.





This writer is convinced that Christians choose their clothing based upon fashion and social acceptability rather than upon what is pleasing to God. Is it any wonder that we are not as effective in our evangelistic efforts? Why can’t Christians see that being “a peculiar people” (1 Peter 2:9) and that letting “... your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16) includes how we dress? It is impossible to be a peculiar people and lights unto the world while wearing the same type clothing as worldly people. I am not saying that all worldly people dress inappropriately. Worldly people sometimes dress in a godly, modest way. It is the wearing of clothing that is without moral conscience or without consideration for the occasion and one’s station in life, that we condemn.





Christians must be aware that clothing reflects the character of a person. Genesis 38:13-18 gives the account of Tamar putting off her widows garments and putting on the garments of a harlot. When she did this, not only was she treated like a harlot but she acted like one. Proverbs 7:10 speaks of the harlot’s attire as well. Shouldn’t this cause the Christian to admit that provocative, sexually explicit clothing invites sexual activity?





At the auspicious occasion of laying the foundation of the temple, the priests were set in their priestly apparel (Ezra 3:10). The priests’ compliance to this command shows respect for God. The leadership of the priests in this way put the people in the frame of mind to praise Jehovah. Shouldn’t this cause the Christian to admit that respectful, appropriate to the occasion type clothing invites proper worship?





When the king wanted to honor Mordecai, he had him dressed in the king’s apparel and carried through the streets on the king’s horse (Esther 6:8). Why did the apparel honor Mordecai? It let all who saw, know that he was someone from whom the king would take council. Shouldn’t this cause Christians to acknowledge that those who observe us make judgments about our station in life based upon the clothing we wear? Upon consideration of the above, does anyone have doubt that how a person dresses their body may influence their actions and affects what others think about them?
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INFLUENCE OF JESUS





By Shane Williams�


It seems that no matter where Jesus went during His ministry, He caused a stir.  More importantly, He led people to action. Those who observed His behavior and teaching were moved to do something.  A great example of this is found in Mk. 1.  Notice how the people responded:





Jesus called to Peter and Andrew, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men" (vs. 17).  They immediately left their nets and followed Him.  They obeyed the Lord. 





Jesus was teaching as one having authority (vs. 22) and there was a man in the synagogue with an unclean spirit.  Jesus commanded the spirit to come out of the man.  He did so and the �people were amazed with Jesus (vs. 27). 





A leper approached Jesus imploring Him to cleanse him (vs. 40).  Jesus was moved with compassion and did so.  Jesus told him not to tell anyone what had happened but to show himself �to the priest.  Yet the former leper went out and "began to proclaim it freely" (vs. 45).  The matter spread so much that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city.  Instead He taught in deserted places, allowing the people to come to Him. 





We have heard about Jesus so often that perhaps we fail to sense the excitement that the Galilean people had.  They were genuinely touched by Jesus being with them.  No matter where He went, there was a crowd. 





Jesus has done some remarkable things in the lives of Christians.  He has transformed us from death to life.  He gives us strength and comfort in our times of need.  He has promised �us an eternal home in heaven. 





We should take the example we find in Mk. 1 and respond accordingly.  Obey Him, be amazed by Him and proclaim Him. Remember, there are still people who need to be impressed with �Jesus!     








	When Christian women [men as well], who profess themselves to be godly, dress in sexually provocative clothing, what message are they sending to a lost world? When Christian men, who proclaim to be children of God, undress themselves from the waste up and parade naked in public, what message are they sending to a lost world? Christian men and women who invite their friends and neighbors to visit the assemblies, then dress in an unconcerned , sloven way (the type clothing they might wear to work in their garden but not to meet the President of the United States), what message are they sending to those who visit our services?





I accept that when assembled for worship services, Christian men aren’t commanded to wear three hundred dollar suits nor Christian women to wear designer dresses from Paris. However, we should dress in a manner that respects God. Doesn’t respecting God suggest that we give Him our best? Could it be that some Christians respect the President more than God?





Before closing, allow me to address the objections that some make concerning what I have said about the question of inappropriate clothing in the assemblies of the church.





It is often argued that if it is the best one has it is acceptable. I agree totally. It is also argued that circumstance may dictate that one assemble and of necessity be wearing clothing they would not normally wear to the services. I agree totally. Assembling takes precedence over clothing in these circumstances. These situations are exceptions not the norm. The point is that where one can do better and does not, it illustrates an attitude unbecoming of a faithful servant of God.





What if a woman appeared at services dressed in clothing akin to Frederick’s of Hollywood lingerie. Would we not make an effort to cover her nakedness so that our brother’s might not commit adultery in their heart? I know this is an extreme example, but it makes the point that we all have a limit to our toleration.





The heart that holds God in high esteem will conduct itself in a godly manner; even in its choice of clothing to wear. 
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"THE LORD HAS BEEN MINDFUL OF US"�


By Wayne S. Walker





		"The LORD has been mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless 		the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron" (Psalm 		115:12). The Lord has not promised His people that their lives 		would be the proverbial "bed of roses." Christians will experience 		their share of the general trials and tribulations that result from 		living on a sin-cursed earth, and there may also be persecutions for the sake of righteousness. However, through it all, God has promised to be mindful of our needs and provide for us as He knows best. "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you" (Matthew 6:33).





I assume that every faithful Christian can look back over his life�and at least in his own mind identify those times when he has seen�evidence that the Lord has been mindful of him. Lloyd Otis Sanderson, who�lived from 1901 to 1992, was a gospel preacher and a well-known hymn�writer among churches of Christ, editing three songbooks for the Gospel�Advocate Co. In 1948 he copyrighted a song which says, "Though I through�the valley of shadow, O'er mountain or troubled sea, And oft in the�darkness, have travelled, The Lord has been mindful of me! The Lord has�been mindful of me! He blesses and blesses again! My God is the God of�the living! How excellent is His name!"





Concerning this hymn, Sanderson wrote, ""When I was converted in�1922, I first thought that I had made a sacrifice. I left a good work,�providing good pay and good friends and boosters with an opportunity to�receive worthy promotion. I was involved in fund-raising for the�Methodist Church with a goal of $75 million for mission work. But I left�that and became a member of the church which had suffered brunts from�denominationalism everywhere. But I didn't really sacrifice. I didn't�miss a week's work by the change. I found so many true associations. I�had a thousand mothers in spiritual Israel. I had brothers and sisters by�the thousands who were nearer and dearer than flesh kin. I was led into�endeavors that far outstripped what I had been doing. I decided that I�had been wonderfully blessed. With this feeling, I wrote 'The Lord Has�Been Mindful of Me.' You can see this story in the lyrics. In days of�shadow, troubles, and darkness, the Lord has still been mindful. More�than any grief, sorrow, adversity, or sacrifice, I have been blessed. I'm�rich, saved, happy, in good health, prosperous in many ways, homes open�to me, and friends of greater value than all the wealth of the world.�Indeed, God blesses and blesses again. And this was the song of my�heart."?
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			 BEWARE THE 				TEMPTATIONS 				  OF SUMMER


			  


			   By Bobby Robinson





Spring and summer are probably the most beautiful and the most enjoyable times of the year. Isn’t it wonderful that God set in order the different seasons of the year? We can always look forward to our favorite time of the year. We must be careful though because along with spring and summer comes added temptation. Let us notice a few:





1. THE TEMPTATION OF UNFAITHFULNESS. Many are tempted to go on a camping trip, or picnic or some other type of outing on the weekend instead of worshipping God. Some feel that because they work hard all the week, that God wouldn’t care for them missing the worship to go fishing or visiting with some relative or friend. Others seem to think when they go on vacation that this means a vacation from worshiping God as well. (Heb. 10:25) The writer said, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more as ye see the day approaching”. God is to have first place in our lives. (Matt. 6:33)“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these thins shall be added unto you.”
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WALK A LITTLE PLAINER DADDY





Walk a little plainer daddy said a little boy so frail


I’m following in your footsteps and I don’t want to fail


Sometimes your steps are plain sometimes hard to see


So walk a little plainer daddy for you are leading me.





I know that once you walked this way many years ago


And what you did along the way I’d really like to know


Sometimes when I’m tempted and don’t know what to do


So walk a little plainer daddy for I must follow you.





Someday when I’m grown up you are like I want to be


Then I will have a little boy who will want to follow me


I would want to lead him right and help him to be true


So walk a little plainer daddy for we must follow you.








May I suggest that when you make your plans for summer camping trips, picnics, and even vacation that you keep the Lord in mind and be faithful to Him. Camp close enough to a sound faithful church that you can make it for services. Before you go on vacation, make sure that there is a place of worship near by. You cannot really enjoy your vacation if you know that you are being unfaithful to the Lord while doing so.





2. INDECENCY. So many times, in the summer, people seem to think they must take off nearly all of their clothes and parade around in public showing the nakedness of their body. Some people seems to have lost the feeling of shame and embarrassment. When Adam and Eve knew that they were naked, they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves clothes. It seems now instead of trying to cover themselves up, people try to see how much they can take off. As terrible as it may seem, some members of the church are guilty of the same. (1 Tim. 2:9)“In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with braided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;” The woman of God is to be dressed modestly in the summer just as much as she is in the winter. She will be ashamed to show the nakedness of her body to anyone other than her own husband.





 I don’t believe we need to stop with the women. I believe men need to dress themselves modestly also. One of the most sickening sights that I have seen is some boney kneed, pot.
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IS IT A LETTER  FROM YOU?





By Bob Pullium





Dear Preacher,





I  found your note on  the  door the other day. 


I just  imagine that  you came  by to  see why 


we  were  not  at  the  services  last  Sunday. 


Well, I feel that  I should  explain so there will 


be no  misunderstanding. You know that one 


thing we will never do is miss church without 


some kind of a real good reason.





Last week was the birthday of the sister of my wife’s sister-in-law (by her first marriage). We never miss attending any birthday in either of our families. So we just had to be out of town. We left here in time to go to worship over there, but they had early services at 10:30. Is it scriptural to have them earlier? Well, anyway, we did not get to go that morning. We planned to return early enough to make the evening services, but the children raised such a ruckus that we stayed until 7:00 PM. The services started over there at 7:30, but we had to leave in order to keep from staying out too late with the kids.





Preacher, it would do you good to be out on the road on Sunday morning sometimes. It would give you some idea as to how careless the world is about worshiping Christ. Many of the people we passed had boats behind their cars. Now you know they could at least have gone to services first. Think of all the money they spent for motors, boats, and supplies. I wonder if they ever thought of giving some of that money to the work of the Lord?





Don’t worry about us; I’m convinced that we should leave our contribution here at home. We gave the new members across the street our $2.00 to put in for us. I hope that they see it pays to be a regular and liberal giver and attend the services regularly.





We will see you Sunday. Oops, I forgot! Deer season opens next week. But after that we will see you every Sunday.








								Sincerely, I.M. Weak
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GOD HAS SPOKEN�Gilbert Alexander.


�A dozen sirens wailing a warning of a coming tornado cannot save the lives of those who do not heed. Warning that a dam is beginning �to break under the pressure of floodwaters�cannot save a city of ten thousand living directly below the dam if they do not heed and seek higher ground. The blaring of the horns of a train bearing down on an intersection cannot save motorists who ignore it and are smashed by trying to cross the tracks. Is there no grace? Is there no mercy? Yes! The warn-�ings are the form of deliverance from peril, but grace and mercy do not profit those who do not make use of them.





God has spoken! He has offered good things and warned mankind of mortal peril. He has set in place a way of salvation from spiritual death and eternal punishment through His gracious gift through Jesus Christ. He has said that all who believe Him, heed His Word, and obey   His Son's commandments will be delivered from certain death in sin and will be given eternal life (Heb. 5:8,9; Matt. 7:21-24; Mk. 16:15,16; Rom. 2:5-11).





But God's warnings have not profited those who have not heeded His commands to stop, to flee from peril, to seek the safety in Christ. Many warners tell their hearers that belief alone will save them, that they are saved before they obey the warnings or even without obeying the warnings; therefore, the warned ones feel safe though their destruction is imminent (1 Thes. 5:1-3).





Many people isolate themselves from God's warnings by refusing to read His Holy Scriptures, by refusing to listen to the�Truth presented by means of radio, by refusing repeated invitations to attend the assemblies where the Truth is taught, and by�refusing even to discuss the Scriptures with Christians who are seeking to help them.





Neighbor, God's warning is ever-present. Are you reading it, listening to it, and obeying it unto salvation? The way that leads to life eternal must be taken and traveled (Matt. 7:13,14).














"Beware of covetousness."





			"Take heed and beware of   			covetousness, for one's life 			does not consist in the        			abundance of the things he 			possesses." (Luke 12:15)


 


There's an old legend about two very covetous men who were granted a wish upon the condition that whoever made the first wish, the second would receive a double portion of what the first requested. The first greedy man would not make his wish because he wanted the double portion for himself. The second covetous man felt the same; thus, he was also unwilling to make the first wish. After a long while, the first, who was strongest of the two, grabbed the second by the throat and said he would choke him to death if he didn't make his wish. As the second man was about to die, he said, "I wish to be made blind in one eye." Immediately, he lost the sight of one eye, and his companion went blind in both eyes! 





The moral of this old story is, "Beware of covetousness." 








He Made the Stars


                         				By Donald B. Young





			"He determines the number of the stars and calls them 			each by name" (Psalm 147:4).





			How many stars are known to exist? On clear, moonless 			nights about 3,000 stars are visible with the unaided eye. A 			small telescope will increase the number to around      			100,000 stars. But this is just the beginning! The stars we 			can easily see are all in our corner of the Milky Way     			Galaxy. The entire galaxy may number about 100 billion 			stars. And beyond the Milky Way are other galaxies. An 			estimated figure might sound like: "ten billion trillion" stars. 			Actually, man cannot count them (Jer. 33:22); it is only 			something God can do (Ps. 147:4; Isa. 40:26).





			Does the Bible name some of the constellations? Yes. 			"Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades? Can you loose the 			cords of Orion? Can you bring forth the constellations in 			their seasons or lead out the Bear with its cubs? Do you 			know the laws of the heavens?" (Job 38:31-32).





			Is every star different? Even though there are trillions of 			stars in the universe, each one is unique. No two stars 			have exactly the same properties. This may sound like 			guesswork, since we have analyzed very few stars in  			detail, but the conclusion is a certainty. A star has so many 			variables in its makeup that the probability of two identical 			stars is zero. These variables include the total number of 			atoms, exact chemical composition, size, temperature, and 			motion. Some stars show obvious color and brightness 			differences. Others require spectroscopic study to detect 			their particular identity or fingerprint.





Similarly, it is also true that every snowflake, blade of grass, and grain of sand is unique. They may all look alike but they're not identical. On the microscopic level there is practically an infinite number of ways to arrange atoms. Even a single snowflake, for example, has about 1,020 atoms to arrange within itself!





Every individual object in the universe, no matter how large or small, shows God's distinct creative glory and artistry. The same is also true, of course, for every person on Earth.
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BEHOLD A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW





By Richard Thetford





Great multitudes were gathered to hear the words of Jesus, so many in fact, that the scriptures tell us that He got into a boat and sat while the multitude of people stood on the nearby sea shore. Then in Matthew 13:3 it says: “Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: "Behold, a sower went out to sow.” Most of us recognize this setting as the one in which Jesus told the parable of the sower. You may recall how some seed fell by the wayside, some fell on stony places, some fell among thorns, and some fell on good ground. We have heard this parable many times, from many different angles. But I believe the key to this parable is in that third verse which says: “a sower went out to sow.”





Why is this the key? Because if the sower had not attempted to sow any seed, then there would not have been any chance for a crop! Before God can give the increase, there must be something started to give the increase to. Paul wrote: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase” (1 Cor 3:6). If Paul had never planted, Apollos could not have watered, and God would not have gotten the opportunity to give the increase. Sometimes we may be asking: “why aren’t we converting more souls to Christ?” The answer is simply because we are not “sowing the seed!” Before we can convert souls, there must be some planting going on. The church will grow, IF we plant the seed (the Word of God) in the hearts of man. While it is true that most will reject the Word, we’ll never convert a soul if we don’t give God the opportunity to provide the increase!
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Invisible Enemy








			"Put on the whole armor of 			God, that you may be able to 			stand against the wiles of the 			devil. For we do not wrestle 			against flesh and blood, but 			against principalities, against 			powers, against the rulers of 			the darkness of this age,    			against spiritual hosts of     			wickedness in the heavenly 			places." (Eph. 6:11-12).





Doubled over and choking, they staggered to hospitals by the thousands, crying for help and refuge from a colorless cloud of gas that turned Bhopal, India into a tomb on a terrible December day in 1984. "We have been working nonstop to treat the people and still they are coming," said one volunteer who tried to help doctors and nurses cope with streams of injured at five jammed hospitals. Several thousand died in the accident at the Union Carbide plant, many never fully aware of what hit them.





No enemy is harder to fight than an invisible one. Believers also face an unseen adversary, who leads the forces arrayed against us in spiritual conflict. Let us be diligent to watch and pray.


 








THE CHRISTIAN'S HEALTH FOOD RECIPE





4 Cups of love		5 Cups of hope


2 Cups of loyalty		2 Spoons of tenderness


3 Cups of forgiveness	1 Barrel of laughter


1 Cup of friendship		4 Quarts of faith


1 Cup of understanding





Take  love  and  loyalty, mix thoroughly with faith. Blend it with 


tenderness, kindness and understanding. Sprinkle abundantly 


with laughter.  Serve daily in very generous helpings!
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			    THE BEER CAN


						


						By Kent Heaton





			It was lying on the side of the road on the corner to my 			house. A single beer can discarded as a piece of trash by a 			person who had used its contents to fill a pleasure and 			then thrown out the window. I have seen hundreds of   	   		discarded cans and this one was no different with the   			exception of what it represented at that moment. The   			appeal of its contents had caused a person to purchase it 			and then consume the momentary feeling of pleasure. When the can was emptied, it had no use and was carelessly thrown out for someone else to pick up. It was empty. It had no use. It had lost its appeal. It was but for a moment. It was worthless.





Man has always sought for the momentary pleasures to fill his void. Looking for the appeal of alcohol man seeks out these cans of vipers poison and drinks his fill and while finding a sense of satisfaction for the moment realizes that it is only for a moment. His life is like the can he threw away – emptied, rejected, little use, shallow and unfulfilled.   Lives have been destroyed because of intoxicating drink. Families are torn apart daily by its presence in the home. Young people live with consequences of their actions through the use of alcohol for the rest of their lives. As Herman Melville wrote in “Moby Dick,” it is truly a “demon.”





The wise man wrote in Proverbs23:29-35, Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? 30 Those who linger long at the wine, Those who go in search of mixed wine. 31 Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly; 32 At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper. 33 Your eyes will see strange things, And your heart will utter perverse things. 34 Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea, Or like one who lies at the top of the mast, saying: 35 "They have struck me, but I was not hurt; They have beaten me, but I did not feel it. When shall I awake, that I may seek another drink?"





”People of God have been shown by the Lord that alcohol has no value in their lives and no purpose. The great tragedy of its use is the end result – like a discarded can on the side of the road. The appeal of momentary pleasure has driven many to the basement of alcohol’s deceit. There is no value in following a life of drunkenness or even flirting with the dangers of drinking as many do in what they refer to as “social drinking.” 
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	That makes as much sense as “social fornication.” The appeal of the Lord is for His people to be “obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the Former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am holy’” (1Peter 1:14-16). 





Peter quotes from Leviticus 11:44 where the appeal of God to the people is for them to “sanctify” themselves before Him. One cannot sanctify themselves with a beer in hand.


 


Someone will pick the beer can up and throw it away. It will be left to families to pick up the pieces of shattered lives. Many who have found themselves in the slavery of alcohol will find their lives thrown on the side of the road as nothing more than an empty life. 





Christ has the answer and it is found in His love, His mercy, His forgiveness and His strength to overcome. He is the way out of sin, He is the only truth one can find about sin and He is the only one who can give life to empty lives (John 14:6). His path leads to the Father and to salvation. 





Don’t throw your life away. Be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).








IS IT LATER THAN YOU THINK?�


By Marshall Patton.





Someone has prepared a very interesting time table. He made a mathematical parallel of a life span with 24 hours. Study it carefully, it will cause you to seriously reflect on your life, causing you to see what you have accomplished or left unaccomplished so far.


If you are 15 years old it's 8:15 a.m.


If you are 20 years old it's 11:08 a.m.


If you are 25 years old it's 12:25 p.m.


If you are 30 years old it's 1:25 p.m.


If you are 35 years old it's 2:59 p.m.


If you are 40 years old it's 4:16 p.m.


If you are 45 years old it's 5:43 p.m.


If you are 50 years old it's 6:50 p.m.


If you are 55 years old it's 8:08 p.m.


It you are 60 years old it's 10:11 p.m.                 If you are 70 years old it's about midnight. �


When the bell tolls for you at the midnight hour of death, on which side of God's judgment seat will you stand? It is later than you think!
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DON’T WORRY BE HAPPY!





"A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance, but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken." (Prov. 15:13)


 


"Of all the virtues, cheerfulness is the most profitable. It makes the person who exercises it happy, and renders him acceptable to all he meets. While other virtues defer the day of recompense, cheerfulness pays down. It is a cosmetic, which makes homeliness graceful and winning; it promotes health, and gives clearness and vigor to the mind; it is the bright weather of the heart, in contrast with the clouds and gloom of melancholy." (By S.G. Goodrich)


 


"A merry heart does good, like medicine, but a broken spirit dries the bones." (Prov. 17:22)


 





      WHO AM I…











1.  I was carried away to Babylon.





2.  I was faithful to God! In fact, some tried to use my faithfulness to God against me.





3.  I was cast into a very scary place (lions den)   but God saved me





4.  The 27th book of the Old Testament bares my name?





WHO AM I? __________________
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					CAN CHURCHES 


					HEAL AMERICA?





                                            By Jeff May





A few years ago the cover to a 1996 edition of U.S. News caught my attention. It asked, "Can Churches Cure America's Social Ills?" Hmm. 





Now, as a Christian my chief allegiance is to God's holy nation of which I am a citizen (1 Pet. 2:9; Phil.3:20); but since America is where I reside currently, I want to see it do well for ...if it has peace, I have peace (Jer. 29:7). As  I pondered the question, I thought of things churches need to do if they hope to have an impact.





Churches must call people back to the Book. It's what America needs more than anything else. Just this morning, my "check engine" light came on and I didn't know what to do. Obviously, I knew to check the engine, but where do I start? I immediately reached into the glove compartment for the owner's manual and found what I needed to know. Friend, your Bible is the Owner's manual given by the One who made us and knows what's best for us. No matter how broken life becomes, the Bible can fix it. In it, we have all we need (2 Tim. 3:16,17). Why would people ignore a book that is so good for us?





Too many people don't want to be accountable to God and thus they reason Him away and deny the Bible as His Word. Someone said, "The atheist cannot find God for the same reason a thief cannot find a policeman." he doesn't want to. America is not the first nation to push God aside. Jehoiakim, king of Judah, took God's Word; cut it up with a knife and threw it into the fire (Jer. 36:23). It didn't work. Try as we may to push the Word of the living God out of our lives, it still lives and abides forever (1 Pet. 1:22-25). Like an anvil that wears out the hammers, God's Word outlasts all its skeptics. Oh, how we need this Book! It is our nation's hope.





Churches must remember their mission. People long before us saw the mission of the church very simply. God's Word was highlighted above all. Some have even said that when preachers spoke you could "feel the heat." How do people see churches now? Have we grown so accustomed to churches offering recreational centers, cafeterias, gyms and the like, that we are impressed with the need of the physical or the spiritual?





Jesus faced that problem. People came in hoards wanting physical food. When He made it clear that His mission was to provide spiritual food, many walked away (Jn. 6:26,27, 66-68). A few in the religious world have been willing to admit that without the physical attractions their numbers would be drastically reduced.
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	Jesus didn't worry about that. He sadly let them walk away. In fact, if you'll notice, every time crowds began to build, Jesus' teaching became even more challenging     (Lk. 14:25ff).





He wanted those who wanted Him. That's it. The mission of the church is to preach the truth, period (1 Tim. 3:15). Many years ago, a French statesman, Alexis DeTocqueville (1805-1859) came to America trying to find the secret of its greatness. What he found is interesting. 





 “I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her commodious harbors and her ample rivers -- and it was not there...in her fertile fields and boundless forests -- and it was not there...in her democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution -- and it was not there. Not until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. America is great because she is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.”





Local churches must remember their mission. Preaching is growing weaker in too many places. Preachers must call sin, sin (Jn. 8:31) for, after all, faith comes by hearing God's Word (Rom.10:17). Without it, America will be faithless.





Churches must encourage attention to home and family. Too many homes hardly have anyone home. Dads provide (1 Tim.5:8) but they can be gone too much in their pursuit of climbing the ladder of success. Moms need to focus their minds on being keepers at home (Titus 2:4,5).Even kids can be away from home too much. We must spend time together.
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       WHO AM I…








1.  I was carried away to Babylon. (Dan. 1:1-8).





2.  I was faithful to God! In fact, some tried to use my faithfulness to God against me. (Dan. 6:5).





3.  I was cast into a very scary place (lions den)   but God saved me, (Dan. 6:16).





4.  The 27th book of the Old Testament bares my name? (Daniel)





WHO AM I? ___DANIEL________














I'll never forget Bro. Connie Adams telling of a yard sale at his parent's home. Reluctantly, they decided to sell the family table around which he had sat all of his growing years. There were so many good memories. For most of the day, it had not sold. Inwardly, Connie was glad. Then...a buyer came, loaded it up and drove away. Connie said as he saw it go away, he cried. I understand. How many families today would have such sentimental thoughts about their table? We need to come home and build our home son Christ (Matt. 7:24-27).





Churches must teach members to deny worldliness (Rom. 2:17-24; Matt. 5:13-16). If we, one-by-one, will let the Lord put our lives together, the world will fall into place. If you want to heal America, start with you. May God bless our land.    
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WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?





Believe, John 8:24,





Repent, Luke 13:3,





Confess Christ, Matthew 10:32-33,





Baptized for the


 Remission of sins, Mark 16:16.





Live faithful to God,


Matt. 7:21-23.





  THE BUZZARD,


 THE BAT, AND


  THE BUMBLEBEE





THE BUZZARD - If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet by 8 feet and is entirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of 10 to 12 feet. Without space to run, as is its habit, it will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life in a small jail with no top. 





BAT - The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble creature in the air, cannot take off from a level place. If it is placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about helplessly and, no doubt, painfully, until it reaches some slight elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash. 





BUMBLEBEE -  A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it is taken out. It never sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where none exists, until it completely destroys itself. 





PEOPLE - In many ways, we are like the buzzard, the bat, and the bumblebee. We struggle about with all our problems and frustrations, never realizing that all we have to do is look up. 





SORROW looks back, WORRY looks around, but FAITH looks up!
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Bored With Worship?


By Kenneth E. Thomas


 


Christians are to worship God


"In spirit and in truth"


Worship not characterized by such


Gets no higher than the roof!





One must be a faithful child


For his worship to be accepted


"His eyes are over the righteous"


But the unrighteous are rejected!





If you find worship boring


If such doesn’t fill your needs


Don’t change accepted actions


Don’t write your own creeds





Take a deep look inside of you


That just might be the need


Draw near to God says James


He’ll draw near to you indeed!





Worship is an awsome thing


When restricted to authorized deeds


Such pleases God and lifts one up


True worship fulfills all human needs!





(John 4:23-24; Colossians 3:17;


Genesis 4:1-7; Leviticus 10:1-3;


Acts 10:34-35; 1 Pet. 3:12-15;


James 4:7-8; 1 Peter 5:8-9).


.
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THE BIBLES INFLUENCE ON OUR LANGUAGE





By Steve Klein





The Bible has influenced the English language in untold ways. Although we may not realize it, many of the common phrases we use to express ourselves are rooted in Scripture. Here are some well known sayings that actually come from the Bible:


 


* The skin of my teeth. Job said, "My bone clings to my skin and to my flesh, And I have escaped by the skin of my teeth" (Job 19:20).


 


* A drop in the bucket. "Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, and are counted as the small dust on the scales..." (Isaiah 40:15).


 


* The root of the matter (or problem). "But ye should say, Why persecute we him, seeing the root of the matter is found in me?" (Job 19:28)


 


* Living off "the fat of the land." "And take your father and your households and come to me, and I will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you will eat the fat of the land" (Genesis 45:18).


 


* At their wits' end. "They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' end" (Psalms 107:27).


 


* All things to all men. The apostle Paul said, "To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made All things to all men, that I might by all means save some" (1 Corinthians 9:22).





The Bible's influence on mankind has been so pervasive that most people commonly quote phrases from it without realizing it! If the speech of people of the world has been slightly influenced by the Bible, the speech of God's children should be greatly influenced by it. Christians, who are to be constantly studying God's word and striving to live by it, will naturally demonstrate it in speech.





* We will speak "the truth in love" (Ephesians 4:15).





* We will speak as the oracles of God, sharing God's word with others. "If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God" (1 Peter 4:11).





* We will speak with grace, answering spiritual questions with wisdom and solid Bible knowledge. "Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one" (Colossians 4:6).





* We will utter "sound speech" which promotes spiritual health. "...sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you" (Titus 2:8).





* We will not engage in filthy talk or dirty jokes. "...neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks" (Ephesians 5:4).


 


* We will not lie. "Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds" (Colossians 3:9).








					


			 





























































































































































































































































































































			    


			


			





BLIND FAITH 


AND THE EYE 


OF THE OCTOPUS





By Steve Klein 





"A startling coincidence" and "amazing almost beyond belief." These are the words which evolutionary scientists use to describe the similarity between the eye of the octopus and the eye of man. According to evolutionists, the octopus and the human are about as far apart on the evolutionary tree as two species can get. Supposedly, their only common ancestor was some primitive organism that existed millions and millions of years ago. Yet their eyes are amazingly similar. What are the chances of that happening? Just imagine -- the marvelous human eye, evolving from pond scum, not once, but twice! 





It is interesting to see the way evolutionists ignore facts and mathematical probability when it comes to things like the eye of the octopus. In The Life of the Ocean, a book published by McGraw Hill and written by evolutionists, the authors admit that the eye of the octopus and the eye of man "are more than just similar--they are virtually identical in every detail." They say that "either of these eyes, considered by itself, is one of the most wonderful of all objects in the natural world. That evolution could produce such an object twice is amazing almost beyond belief" (pgs. 68-69). 





Evolutionists indeed believe that the creation of a human-like eye occurred twice through evolutionary chance. They admit that this is "amazing almost beyond belief," and yet they believe it anyway. Then they turn around and accuse Christians of having "blind faith." Whose faith is really blind? If the evolutionist would open his eyes to the facts, he could see the plainly visible holes in the general theory of evolution. Even an octopus could see them. 
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	The Bible Is Our Inspired Guide





The apostle Paul plainly taught that the Bible is the true source wherein man can be made perfect in God's sight. He said: "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17). It�is only through scripture that we can truly learn what God wants us to do in�order to be pleasing to Him. The Bible must be our guide throughout life, not our conscience. Unfortunately most people go through life living for the moment and basing just about everything they do on how it makes them feel.





As long as their conscience does not bother them, then they continue to partake of all the pleasures of life without any regard to what awaits them after this earthly life comes to an end. I urge you to do as the Bereans did�back in the first century as they "..received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so" (Acts 17:11). Remember, your conscience is only as good as it has been�taught.





KNOWING THE LORD      


IS A PURSUIT





Healthy relationships do not just happen. Rather, they require cultivation, time and maintenance.





Hosea, a prophet of the Old Testament, understood this principle and told Israel it was possible to really know God if they were willing to expend the time and energy to do so. He said, “Let us know, let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD. His going forth is established as the morning; he will come to us like the rain, like the latter and former rain to the earth” (Hosea 6:3).





Jesus would add later that if we hunger and thirst after righteousness, we would be filled. Our relationship with the Lord must be developed as we learn more about Him. It should be cherished, carefully pursued, and preserved.
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OUR CONSCIENCE IS NOT OUR INSPIRED GUIDE��


						   By Richard Thetford��


			No doubt you have heard things like "let your conscience 			be your guide," or "if it seems right then it must be right," or 			"no one can have a good conscience while doing         			something wrong." To find out if these statements are true 			we must go to the source of all authority and that is the 			teaching of Jesus Christ and His inspired Word, the Bible. I 			believe it is true that our conscience should help guide us 			through life but we need to understand that our conscience is only as accurate as it has been taught. Just because we think something is right, it may not necessarily be so. The apostle Paul said: "Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts 26:9). We know that while he was doing these contrary things that he was doing them in "good conscience". "Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, "Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day" (Acts 23:1). Therefore, just because something seems right to us, this does not make it absolutely so and we can also do things without it offending our conscience.





Our Conscience Must Be Trained By the Word of God





Our conscience must be trained to discern between right and wrong. If it has�only been trained by our parents, then we will develop a conscience that�will consist of values that we have learned from our parents. We need to ask�ourselves, "where did my parents get their values?" If their values came�from God's Word then they have passed on values based upon God's teaching�and that is good. However, if they received their values of life from other�sources, then you have received your values of life from your parents based�on sources other than the Word of God. Why is this important? Because when�our earthly life is over we are going to be judged by the words of Jesus.�Jesus said: "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that�which judges him - the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last�day" (John 12:48). We need to understand that we must live our life on this�earth with a good conscience that is based solely on the words of Jesus�Christ and the authority that He gave to His inspired apostles. Peter wrote:�"knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private�interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of�God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:20-21).��
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Beer Summit Reaches Heights of Folly�


By Steve Klein�





			President Obama invited a policeman and a college      			professor to the White House this past Thursday for a beer 			in hopes of easing tensions between the two men. It seems 			the white policeman was responding to a report of breaking 			and entering at the black professor's address when he 			found the professor inside. The encounter was not       			pleasant. One Associated Press report described the   			incident as follows:





			"Henry Louis Gates Jr., a black professor at Harvard    			University, was arrested by Sgt. James Crowley, a white 			sergeant with the Cambridge, Mass., police department 			who was sent to investigate a possible burglary at Gates' 			home. Although Crowley determined Gates was in his own 			home, he arrested Gates anyway after their encounter 			grew heated." (AP, 7/30/09) Charges were later dropped, 			but Professor Gates has asserted that Officer Crowley's actions were racially motivated. The Cambridge police department has said that their officer acted appropriately. President Obama added fuel to the fire when he commented that the police acted "stupidly" in arresting Gates. But he backtracked from the wording of that assessment, and hoped to smooth things over by sharing a beer with the two men on the White House lawn. The media labeled the meeting a "Beer Summit".





Personally, I've never known beer to solve a problem, although I've known it to create quite a few. I've known people who wrecked cars, killed others or killed themselves by taking the wheel after drinking beer. I've known young ladies who became pregnant, but couldn't remember how or by whom, after drinking beer. I've seen fights started at college football games by young men who had been drinking beer. I've had adult men try to pick a fight with me after they had been drinking beer. I had two great uncles die from liver disease directly connected to their beer consumption. I've known many children (including my mother when she was a child) whose lives were made miserable by a beer-drinking dad. I've seen wives who lived in fear of their beer-drinking husbands. And I've known a lot of people who tried to solve their problems or forget their problems by drinking beer, but I've never known anyone who really did.





But these are not even the main reasons that I am opposed to our President encouraging folks to solve their problems by having a beer together.
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	It's the wrong approach because God's Book says so.





• It is contrary to the expressed will of God. Leaders need clear heads to render justice. Proverbs 31:4-5 states, "It is not for kings to drink wine, nor for princes intoxicating drink; lest they drink and forget the law, and pervert the justice of all the afflicted."





• It diminishes problem solving skills and impairs judgment. The religious leaders of Old Testament Israel are prime examples. "But they also have erred through wine, and through intoxicating drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through intoxicating drink. They are swallowed up by wine. They are out of the way through intoxicating drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment." (Isaiah 28:7)





• It is a horrendous example for our youth. It is hard telling how many millions of young people saw the highly publicized photo of our President and Vice President, along with Professor Gates and Officer Crowley sitting at a table with their mugs of beer. What an image! How many young minds will conclude that having a beer is the adult way to solve problems? And how many sins and life-altering mistakes will occur as a result? Jesus said, "Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea." (Matthew 18:6).





I wish no ill for our President. He needs our prayers, as does the nation that he serves. May God help us all to see the utter folly of turning to alcohol to solve social or personal problems.
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The Bible contains 3,566,480 letters, 773,746 words, 31,102 verses, 1,189 chapters, and 66 books. The Old Testament contains 39 books; the New Testament, 27 books. The average length of a word contains fewer than five letters. What a lesson for the fellow who has a thing for big words! 





The word "and" occurs 46,277 times, and the word "reverend" but once (Psalms 111:9). The middle chapter and the shortest is Psalms 117. It contains only two verses. The middle verse in the Bible is Psalms 118:8. The middle book of the Old Testament is Proverbs. The middle chapter of the Old Testament is Job 29. The middle verse of the Old Testament is 2 Chronicles 20:13. The shortest verse in the Old Testament is 1 Chronicles 1:25; the longest, Esther 8:9. The middle book of the New Testament is 2 Thessalonians The middle chapter in the New Testament is between Romans 13,14. The middle verse in the New Testament is Acts 17:17. The shortest verse in the New Testament is John. 11:35. The longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9; it contains ninety words. The longest word in the Bible is found in Isaiah 8:1. All the letters of the alphabet, except j, are in Ezra 7:21. The nineteenth chapter of 2 Kings and the thirty-seventh chapter of Isaiah are nearly identical. 





What must you do 


to become a Christian?


□ Just believe in Jesus? 


□ Just repent of sin?              		


□ Just confess Jesus? 


□ Believe, Repent, Confess and be Baptized? 

















- FREE -





Remember our FREE


Bible correspondence course!





This is a good way for   you to study the Bible     at your on pace. 
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		By Donnie V. Rader














All teachers are not the same. Some are more skilful


than  others.  Some  are  more  effective than others. 


Those of us who teach should always strive the best 


teachers we can be. That means we will always seek 


to improve our teaching abilities and methods.





No two  teachers are alike.  Not teacher  should be a 			


clone of another.  However, there are some common 


qualities of good teachers.





1) Godly: -- Teachers, like all Christians, should live godly in Christ Jesus (Titus 2:12).  If a teacher is godly, he will be devout, devoted and fear God.  Thus, a godly teacher will study and be prepared to teach.  A godly teacher will set an example of the principles he teaches.





2) Enthusiastic: -- All of God's people, including teachers,  should be zealous for good works (Titus 2:14).  A good teacher is excited about what he is teaching.  Such zeal will cause the students to be excited about learning.





3) Creative: -- To be effective, teachers must be creative with how they present their lessons.  The illustrations, visuals and material must be interesting and helpful to the goal of the class.





4) Instructs: -- It should not have to be said that a good teacher teaches.  But, at times, a teacher may not be doing much teaching.  Our charge is to speak as the oracles (sayings) of God (1 Pet. 4:11).  A good teacher will point his students to the Bible.  The text will be the focal point and not what the author of a work-book has written.  An effective teacher believes in the power of the word (Rom. 1:16; Acts 20:32).  He trusts more in the power of the gospel than his own skills and methods to change the lives of his students.  Those who sit at the feet of a good teacher leave the class having learned about the Word of God!
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	5) Practical: -- Ezra and other teachers in his day read from the law and gave the sense (meaning) to help them understand (Neh. 8:8).  No study is practical unless we understand what we  are reading and studying.  Also, application needs to be made to present day.  The Old Testament was written for our learning (Rom. 15:4).  We must do more than merely retell the stories of the Bible, there are practical applications to be made. Often Jesus would quote some prophet of the Old Testament and apply those words to what He saw in the Pharisees (Matt. 13:14; 15:7).





6) Helps Others Help Themselves: -- A good teacher shows his students how to study and learn for themselves.  There is an old proverb that says, "Give a man a fish and feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and feed him for a lifetime."





7) Controls The Class: -- This is true whether the teacher is handling pre-schoolers or adults.  Small students often "size up" the teacher and try him to see how far they can go.  Sometimes older students will "toy" with the teacher seeing where they can lead him with their comments and questions.  Even adults can  "take over" a class and get the teacher way off track.  A teacher must maintain control of the class and keep it on target.  Every teacher must remember that he is in the class to teach the Word of God (2 Tim. 4:2). 
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Does God Exist?


One day a 6 year old girl was sitting in the classroom. The teacher was going to explain evolution to the children.


 


The teacher asked a little boy: "Tommy do you see the tree outside?"





Tommy: "Yes."





Teacher: "Tommy, do you see the grass outside?"





Tommy: "Yes."





Teacher: "Go outside and look up and see if you can see the sky."





Tommy: "OK." (He returns a few minutes later) "Yes, I saw the sky.”





Teacher: "Did you see God?'





Tommy: "No."





Teacher: "That's my point. We can't see God because he isn't there." 





A little girl spoke up and wanted to ask the boy some questions. The teacher agreed and the little girl asked the boy: 





"Tommy, do you see the tree outside?"





Tommy: "Yes."





Little Girl: "Tommy, do you see the grass outside?"





Tommy: "Yesssss." (Getting tired of the questions by this time.)





Little Girl: "Did you see the sky?"





Tommy: "Yesssss."





Little Girl: "Tommy, do you see the teacher?"





Tommy: "Yes."





Little Girl: "Do you see her brain?"





Tommy: "No."





Little Girl: "Does that mean she doesn't have one?"








Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 


			  - Hebrews 10:25.





Is God pleased with 


    your efforts?





      Your Soul is 


  depending on it!
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ONE SINNER DESTROYS MUCH GOOD





By Ron Daly





The title of this article comes from a statement of the writer of the book of Ecclesiastes in chapter 9, verse 18. It conveys a thought that each of us must consider. It tells us that a sinner wields a lot of influence, but it is the wrong kind and it is destructive! Notice that the text doesn't say that “many sinners destroy much good,” but “one sinner destroys much good.” Many times one sinner does more harm to the cause of good, than one righteous person does to a stampeding herd of ungodliness.





A preacher may be a very effective pulpiteer and he may have a firm grasp on the truth of scripture, but if he doesn't believe what he preaches enough to live it, he is himself a sinner who destroys any good that he achieves (1 Timothy 4:11-12).





An elder may have tremendous leadership skills coupled with a broad knowledge of God's word, but if he doesn't practice what he requires about honesty, controlling the tongue, moral purity, and all else, he isn't fit for the position of overseer. He will destroy any good that he accomplishes (1 Timothy 5:20; Titus 1 :7).





A bible class teacher may be kind, knowledgeable, and very practical in his application of scripture, but if he is a gossiper, quick tempered, listens to slander, and never asks forgiveness from those against whom he has sinned, any good that he accomplishes will be destroyed by his sins (Romans 2:19-24).





If one hundred people obey the gospel every week and gather for worship and if they see people in the assembly who also claim to be Christians, but frequent drug houses, strip clubs, bars, prostitution and gambling houses, receive and conceal stolen property, and swindle others out of their belongings, any good that is accomplished by the congregation will be destroyed (Hebrews 10:26-29).





We should promote good instead of destroying it. If our lives are not what God says they should be we are destroying the good that we or other saints seem to be achieving. We must repent of our sins and start anew. Grieving in sin isn't the answer. We've got to get over the "self-pity complex." If there is sin in your life, stop it and turn to God. Then and only then will the good that we and others are trying to do will not be destroyed.
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One Person





                  By Shane Williams





Oftentimes we don't think much about what we can do as an individual. We can also be convinced that talking about the gospel to one person, encouraging, or comforting one person doesn't count for much. That, however, isn't supported by what we read in the Gospel accounts. Even though Jesus' ministry was limited to about 3 years, He was never "too important" to deal with one person at a time.





Certainly Jesus preached to multitudes in Judea, fed 5,000 people gathered by the Sea of Galilee, and ministered to the crowds in Capernaum. Yet, He never lost sight of the value of one soul! 





How encouraging it is to read of His conversation at night with an individual named Nicodemus     (Jn. 3) -- This was one person yet he was an important person among the Jews. We read of His visit with one woman at the well of Samaria (Jn. 4) -- Many Samaritans believed because Jesus took time to talk to one Samaritan woman and she in turn told the people of her village about Him and they then came to hear Him themselves. Then we have the case of Jesus taking time to talk to a man of diminutive stature. A small man by the name of Zaccheus, who had climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus as He passed by (Lk. 19). How thrilled he must have been when Jesus saw him in the tree and stopped to talk with him and invited him to come down that He was going to visit with him in his home (19:5). 





If you are ever tempted to minimize or diminish the value of what you can do as one person or what you can do by helping one other person, remember these examples of Jesus. 





The Bible says in (Lk. 15:10) that there is joy in the presence of the angels of God in heaven over one sinner who repents!.
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The love of the offering





"The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy." (Psalm 103:8) "All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth, to such as keep His covenant and His testimonies." (Psalm 25:10)





The legend is told of a desert wanderer who found a crystal spring of unsurpassed freshness. The water was so pure he decided to bring some to his king. Barely satisfying his own thirst, he filled a leather bottle with the clear liquid and carried it many days beneath the desert sun before he reached the palace. When he finally laid his offering at the feet of his sovereign, the water had become stale due to the old container in which it had been stored. However, the king would not let his faithful subject even imagine that it was unfit for use. He tasted it with expressions of gratitude and delight, and his loyal servant went away with a joyful heart. After he was gone, others sampled the water, and expressed their surprise that the king had even pretended to enjoy it. The King said, "It is not the water I tasted, but the love that prompted the offering." 





Many times our service is marked by multiplied imperfections, but our King looks at our love for Him, and says, "I will be merciful to My people." 


. 





WHERE AM I?





I am where God said He would put His name?


I am where the word of the Lord would go forth from?


I am very near where Jesus was crucified?





WHERE AM I? ___________








THE DIFFICULT PART





						By Bill Hall








				Many, before entering the Lord's service, no doubt 				feel that once they have been baptized, become 				accustomed to attending worship periods regularly, 				and overcome some of their old habits, they will 				pretty well 'have it made' in serving the Lord. Doing 				these outward services, however, is the easy side of 				obeying Christ. The difficult side involves that which 				is within; it involves keeping the heart right.





It is easy to attend the worship periods, but it is difficult to worship, to rid the mind completely of worldly things, and to concentrate fully on the Lord. It is easy to sing, but it is difficult to meditate on the words, making the sentiment of the song one's own sentiment. It is easy to bow the head, but it is difficult to pray. It is easy to eat bread and drink fruit of the vine, but it is difficult to concentrate fully as one should on the suffering of Christ. Sitting through a worship period is not in itself worship, for true worship must proceed from the heart (Eph. 5:19; Jn. 4:24).





In moral realms, the difficult thing to do is to keep the heart pure. It is relatively easy to refrain from killing, stealing, or committing adultery. After all, one is hindered in such matters by the laws of the land, social pressures, forbidding circumstances, fear of being caught, etc. It is difficult, however, to completely rid the mind of jealousy, selfishness, discontent, lust, hatred, bitterness, a spirit of revenge, etc. Anyone who has ever been jealous of another knows the difficulty involved in cleansing the heart of this terrible sin. So it is with all the sins of the heart.





It is easy to develop a friendly way and gracious manner with others, but it is difficult to develop genuine love and concern for others within the heart. It is easy to give something to some charity drive, but it is difficult to develop real compassion for the poor. It is easy to say, "Forgive me, Lord," but it is difficult to repent.





The wise man said, "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life" (Proverbs 4:23). This is an essential part of serving the Lord...and the difficult part!
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A REASON TO RUN�


By Phil Robertson�


		In Kenya it is not uncommon for 		children to walk many miles to 		school. However, most do not 		lollygag    around:    They     run!     


		Why? 	 Well,  a  reporter   at  the 


		Sydney Olympics may have 		inadvertently stumbled upon the 		answer  as  he  questioned 		Kenyan marathoner Kip Lagat. 		He wanted to know 	how Kenya 		kept producing so many great distance runners. Did it have something to do with their training? Lagat replied, "It's the road signs, 'Beware of lions!'"


�Imagine passing a sign that warns of hostile predators on your way to work or school. It would certainly give you a reason to keep your arms and legs inside the vehicle at all times. But, if you are on foot, it means RUN!


�My mom used to warn me about strangers. Do you think a Kenyan mother tells her children as she hands them their lunch pail, "Have fun at school today and watch out for the lions." If she loves them she does.


�Frankly, this is sound Biblical advice. Peter warns all of us of a lion that roams every neighborhood in the world. "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour" (2 Pet. 5:8). We sometimes forget this great danger and fail to heed the warning signs in God's Word. In Genesis, Satan took the form of a serpent when he tempted man. Today, he does not look quite that suspicious, yet his bite remains like�that of a lion ripping apart its prey.


�So what do you do when you find yourself in lion country? You run just like Kenyan children until you're safely home or at school. Along the way, just like great marathoners, we become great spiritual runners who will one day wear an ever-lasting crown! (1 Cor. 9:25).  
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   I Stand At The Door!





			"Behold, I stand at the door and    			knock. If anyone hears My  			voice and opens the door, I will 			come in to him and dine with 			him, and he with Me."         			(Rev. 3:20).





			Holment Hunt, a famous     			English painter, in the late   			1800's painted a masterpiece 			entitled, "Christ at the door." It is said that when Mr. Hunt had finished his painting, he displayed it for the critics. As it was unveiled, one of the critics replied with laughter, "You forgot to put a latch on the door." The great artist replied, "There is no latch on the door; the latch is on the inside." 





When we examine a reproduction of Hunt's, "Christ at the door," we will see no latch on the door. Truly, the latch is on the inside. If Jesus comes into our lives, it will not be because He forced His way in, but because we opened the door by submission to Him. 








WHERE AM I?





I am where God said He would put His name? (II Kings 21:4).





I am where the word of the Lord would go forth from? (Acts 2:3).





I am very near where Jesus was crucified?


     (Matthew 20:17-19).





WHERE AM I? JERUSALEM
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ALWAYS FACING GOD�


By Mark McCreary





			Whenever I have been camping, I always find it natural to 			orient the tent toward something important -- usually the 			fire, a lake or other such scenery. Likewise, as the book of 			Numbers begins, God gave various instructions to His people. In chapter two, He tells them how they are to arrange their tribes as they camped along the way to the Promised Land. While they were to camp in certain assigned places, they were all oriented around one thing: the tabernacle.





At all times, their lives were to be centered around the presence of God. When they awoke in the morning and exited their tent, there was the pillar of cloud above the tabernacle. When they retired at night, they could look over their shoulder before stepping in to rest and see the tabernacle glowing under the light of the pillar of fire. They were always facing God.





In 2 Cor. 5, Paul compares our physical bodies to a tent. With that in mind, to what have you oriented your tent? Make no mistake: it will be oriented and facing whatever you feel is most important. Some will face worldly pursuits or occupation. Some will face leisurely activities while others will orient towards family. But we will all focus our attention on something.





If we learn a practical lesson from Num. 2, it is this: we must always be oriented toward God. Our lives must be centered on Him and His will. I have met Christians over the years that have exemplified such an attitude -- always centering and speaking of godly things. You aren't in a conversation with them very long before spiritual elements will enter. They speak of helping others, visiting others, Bible studies, sermons, preachers, elders, people they admire, people for whom they are concerned etc.





And they are always at worship services. Mind you, I under-stand there are times when some can't assemble with the saints of God, and God does not hold us accountable to do things we cannot do. But, there are Christians I know that -- if they are not with the saints of God at appointed times -- you know something is wrong. They are early to services because they take their time with the Lord and His people seriously. They go to gospel meetings because they want to hear the Word of God preached over and over again.





Finally, I have noticed, they are always doing godly things. They are always calling or visiting someone in the hospital or one who needs encouragement somehow. They are preparing meals and writing cards. Their lives are selfless. They do these things not for the praise of men, but because of the One they have oriented their lives around. God is always before them. He is a reality they see every morning and throughout the day.





To what is the tent of your life facing? To what have you oriented the camp of your family today? 
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	Obedience begins with the fear of consequences. God's people cannot thrive if they accept the culture of no consequences. Churches grow numerically but not spiritually. Many are suffering from the lack of discipline among their members. Fornication, bar-hopping, gossip, and bitterness find their way into churches. Behavior that is plainly un-Christian is ignored while the "positive" is accentuated. By overlooking sin the consequences of sin are not seen or felt. Paul rebuked the Corinthian church for this (1 Cor.5:1-5). They accepted an adulterer as a faithful brother. Paul told them to deliver him to Satan to let him know where he was spiritually. They were not even to eat with him. How cruel! No! This is God's way of shocking the sinner into seeing the consequence of his sin.





Not all consequences are bad. In fact, the disciplining of the Corinthian adulterer caused him to repent and return to Christ. Paul urged the brethren to reaffirm their love to him (2 Cor.2:3-9). The renewal of Christian fellowship was crucial in helping this brother remain faithful. It remains the same today. We can not live without consequences. Some believe because God does not punish sin immediately He will not punish it at all. "Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil" (Ecc.8:11). This is a serious mistake. In this life we might evade many bad consequences. However, in judgment all will be made right. Everyone will stand before God to be judged based on the things we have done of earth (2 Cor.5:10). Don't buy into the idea of a culture with no consequences for there is no such place in existence.
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THE CULTURE OF NO CONSEQUENCES





By David Hartsell





			In the beginning, The Lord blessed man with a paradise 			garden to keep, trim, and enjoy. Only one prohibition was 			mentioned. Adam and Eve were not to eat of the "tree of 			the knowledge of good and evil" (Gen.2:17). If they ate 			they would lose their place in garden and forfeit their right 			to the "tree of life." They would lose their lives and their 			special relationship with The Lord. This was the 				consequence. Sadly, they ate of the prohibited tree and 			paid the consequences.





Have you noticed the singular lack of consequences in almost every system of American culture? God's plan of behavior management for children (the rod of discipline Prov. 22:15) has been set aside by parents and schools. Athletes, stars and politicians are seen to break laws with impunity. Bad manners and rudeness are tolerated if one is popular or famous. Coaches throw chairs, athletes sling helmets, and parents attack other parents, all clear violations of team rules and rules of appropriate behavior. Yet, rarely are those actions held to account. Proverbs 19:19 tells us the truth: "A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty; if you rescue him, you will have to do it again". Priests and teachers have abused children without penalty. Presidents lie, congressmen take money, etc.





Human beings require structure and discipline. Fortunately for us, our Creator planned for our growth and happiness by holding us accountable. God is honest with us: sin brings death. The Word clarifies His expectations and holds us accountable. God is predictable, consistent, and fair. And aren't we thankful for that! The beauty queen and best player have the same consequence and reward as the rest of us. Moses, God's chosen leader, was held accountable for disobedience (Number 20). Samson, a judge chosen by God, maintained supernatural strength as long as he followed God's directions. However, God allowed Samson to suffer the consequences of foolish behavior: the Philistines cut his hair, blinded and imprisoned him. Ultimately Samson gained victory over himself and over his enemies; God did not abandon Samson but answered his prayer.
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MERCY AND GRACE


By Tom Edwards





Recently, I read a good definition for the word 


"mercy," which helps to better show it in relation to "grace."  According to the comment, God's mercy toward the Christian means that the Lord WILL NOT GIVE to him WHAT HE DESERVES--eternal punishment.  God's grace, on the other hand, means that God WILL GIVE to the Christian WHAT HE DOESN'T DESERVE--eternal life.





How thankful we who are children of God can be for the mercy and grace of our Lord that has been extended to us.   May we ever abide in the Lord Jesus (Jn. 15:1-6) so that we may always benefit from these wonderful unmerited favors and not turn the grace of our God into "a license for immorality" (Jude 3, NIV) or cause the grace of God to become nothing more than a vain thing in our lives (1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor. 6:1; Heb. 12:15).  Remember, grace demands that we live godly (Titus 2:11-13).
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Toxic Anger


By Dan McKibben





I heard an interesting phrase the other day, ``Toxic Anger.'' In meditating about it, I thought about some teachings from the word of God. Let's develop a few thoughts on it.





The word toxic means harmful, deadly, poisonous. Thus, when we speak of toxic anger, we are talking about anger that is harmful, anger that is poisonous, anger that is deadly. Not all anger is toxic. For instance, in Exo. 32:19 we read about Moses' anger waxing hot. Or in Mk. 3:5 Jesus looking on the people there with anger. Paul in Eph.  4:26 saying ``Be ye angry, and sin not.''  Now in none of these cases is this kind toxic. We would call this righteous indignation.





But far too often we get involved in anger that is toxic to our souls, and can even harm our physical health. Toxic anger is a work of the flesh, Gal. 5:20. Paul said, Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from among you, with all malice.'' Too often what happens is that we get mad and sin. We want to settle the score or get back at or get even. We give in to rage, then say or do things that we ought not. But beloved, we are only poisoning our own souls and we might even be a stumbling block to someone else. Let's seek to control tempers.
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By Kenneth E. Thomas 








A happy home is no accident It is built with toil and care �Where love and respect are mutual Where two are willing to share





The first step toward a happy home Is the desire to do what's right �Not the desire to have one's own way Nor the desire to win some fight





You can win a battle and lose the war Much fighting will leave only scars �Then when you need the other the most You may wonder just where they are?





So guard your tongues and your actions Don't kill this thing called love! �Help it to grow to a deeper respect With the wisdom that comes from above





This wisdom is pure and its gentle Like the ONE from whom it flows �It will keep this home together As you travel toward life's close.
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Take God With You To School!��By Wayne Goff�


Perhaps it is not politically correct to tell our children “Take God with you to school” but it is certainly biblically correct! When the Jewish authorities tried to stop the spread of Christianity in Israel in the first century, they commanded the apostles “not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus” (Acts 4:18). Their reply?





“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” Acts 4:19-20.





Man cannot legislate God out of a country, or out of the public’s consciousness. The faux argument of “Separation of Church and State” was not a tenet of the Constitution of the United States, nor of our founding fathers! It has been falsely advanced upon us by those who do not believe in God and do not want Him in our hearts and minds! But it takes passive, cowardly believers to promote this effort. Just sit back and do nothing, Christians, and the Devil’s way will be secured!





My prayer is that every Christian parent and child in America today will take God with them to school -- in their minds, in their hearts, in their wills, in their ways, every day! Those who bravely promote their religion of atheism, humanism, agnosticism, and ungodliness in our public schools should be contested. There is no such thing as a religionless vacuum! Absence of religion is still a religion!





Do not suppose that one person cannot make a difference in this spiritual battle. Biblical history is full of “one-person history” -- Abraham, Moses, King David, Meshech, Shadrach, Abedneggo, just to name a few! You are a person made in God’s image. You are important. You have influence. You can stand for right -- together with others, or alone. Take God with you to school this year!
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					 Potential


              					        By Stacey E. Durham





					The word "potential" means "possible as 					opposed to actual" or "capable of being or 					becoming."  When we say that someone has 					potential, we usually mean it in a good way.  					It means that we expect great things from this 					person.  Some sports teams invest millions of 					dollars in an athlete based upon his potential 					alone.





Every person has a potential for something good.  However, not every person has the same potential.  Consider the parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30).  All three men who were given talents had the potential to make a profit with them.  Each man's potential was different because of the number of talents given to him by the master, but the master expected each of them to fulfill their potential with what they had.





With potential always comes expectations.  These expectations are reasonable according to what one's potential is.  In the parable, the man who received five talents and the man who received two talents fulfilled their potential with those talents.  The master was equally pleased with both of them and gave them the same reward even though one had profited more than the other (verses 21, 23).  However, the man who received one talent failed to reach his potential, and the master rebuked him and punished him for not meeting expectations (verses 26-30).





The point of the parable is that God has given each person a potential to do good, and He expects the same effort from everybody.  Effort is what turns potential into reality.  In the parable, the master calls the man given one talent a 


"wicked, lazy slave" because he did not make the effort to do his master's will (verse 26).  The achievement of fulfilling potential will not happen unless the one to whom God has given potential works to meet God's expectations.





Every person has the potential to obtain forgiveness of sins and salvation from death.  God has made this possible through the giving of His own Son on the cross.  However, God still has expectations for every person in order for that 


person to achieve eternal life.  Just as the three men in the parable knew what their master's expectations were (verses 24, 26), we also know what God's expectations are because he has told us through His word.  So, we have no excuses for failing to meet our potentials.
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	Young people must especially keep in mind that potential is not achievement.  Often a young person who has a tremendous 


potential for doing good will receive bountiful praise and encouragement from others for his potential.  If he becomes satisfied with this praise, he may never accomplish his potential.  He must remember that the fact that he has potential means that he has not done anything yet.





When opportunities have passed, potential is remembered as a burden if it was not accomplished, and it is remembered as blessing if it was achieved.  When your opportunities have passed, how will you remember your potential?  Make it a blessing, and achieve what God expects of you now while you can, before He comes to settle His account with you.





	6. Act like you're always right and everyone else is wrong. "The way of a fool is right in his own eyes" (Proverbs 12:15).  "A fool has no delight in understanding, but in expressing his own heart" (Proverbs 18:2).  "He who trusts in his own heart is a fool" (Proverbs 28:26).





7. Act as if you will never have to answer to God.  Fools commit many sins, "Yet they say, The LORD does not see." They are only kidding themselves. The God who created the eyes and the ears sees and hears all. "Understand, you senseless among the people; and you fools, when will you be wise?   He who planted the ear, shall He not hear? He who formed the eye, shall He not see?" (Psalms 94:7-9).





The number seven is thought to be the number of completion or perfection.  If a person is a fool in all of the seven ways listed above, I suppose that would make him the perfect fool. Hopefully, we can all see the folly of that. 





Count 


your 


blessings





"And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God..." (Deut. 28:2) 





"A small businessman from the old country kept his accounts payable in a cigar box, his accounts receivable on a spindle, and his cash in the cash register. His son said, "I don't see how you can run your business this way. How do you know what your profits are?" The businessman replied, "Son, when I got off the boat, I had only the pants I was wearing. Today your sister is an art teacher, your brother is a doctor, and you're an accountant. I have a car, a home, and a good business. Everything is paid for. So you add it all up, subtract the pants, and there's your profit." (From Illustrations Unlimited, by James S. Hewett, p. 467) 





Count your blessings; name them one by one; and it will surprise you what the Lord has done.
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The Perfect Fool


                          


By Steve Klein





No one likes to be thought of as a fool.  Yet, according to the Bible, the world is full of fools.  The Scriptures even describe a number of ways to become a fool.





Here are seven ways to be a fool:





1. Doubt the resurrection.  The resurrection is a difficult concept for mortals to understand.  Some find this reason enough to doubt that there will be a resurrection.  By doubting the resurrection, they have an excuse to live in pleasure and moral foolishness. The apostle Paul observed that "if the dead do not rise" we could well say, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!" (1 Corinthians 15:32).  Notice that doubting the resurrection leads to poor direction in this life.  Given the fact that Christ rose from the dead, it is foolish to doubt the resurrection just because we do not understand how a dead person can come back to life.  Paul notes that "someone will say, 'How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?'"  He calls the person who would ask 


such doubt-filled questions a "foolish one" (1 Corinthians 15:35-36).


 


2. Build your life around worldly accomplishments and prosperity. In Luke 12, Jesus told of a rich man who was so prosperous that he had to build new barns to store all of his stuff.  The rich man said to himself, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." "But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'" (Luke 12:19-20).





3. Despise instruction. "Fools despise wisdom and instruction" (Proverbs 1:7). They think they know it all, when in fact they have a lot to learn. "But fools hate knowledge" (Proverbs 1: 22).  This kind of fool is commonly found in the home in the form of a teenager who will not listen to his father's instructions. "A fool despises his father's instruction" (Proverbs 15:5).  





4. Enjoy starting arguments. "Any fool can start a quarrel," and so every fool seems to enjoy doing so (Proverbs 20:3).  Truly, "A fool's lips enter into contention, and his mouth calls for blows" (Proverbs 18:6).





5. Make light of sin.  Fools mock at sin (Proverbs 14:9).  Sin is funny to fools.  They don't see the seriousness of it. So they laugh at filthy jokes, take pride in drunken parties, and brag about getting away with breaking laws or committing 


sexual immorality.  "To do evil is like sport to a fool, but a man of understanding has wisdom" (Proverbs 10:23).
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WHO AM I…





1. I did not die because God took me.





2. I prophesied of the judgment of the Lord.





3. Methusael was my great grandson. 





WHO AM I? ____________________ 			  








							   Where Would You Be if _______ Had    							   Never Happened to You?





									    By Steve Klein





Somerset Maugham, the English writer, once wrote a story about a janitor at St. Peter's Church in London. One day a young vicar discovered that the janitor was illiterate and fired him. Jobless, the man invested his meager savings in a tiny tobacco shop, where he prospered, bought another, 


expanded, and ended up with a chain of tobacco stores worth several hundred thousand dollars. One day the man's banker said, "You've done well for an illiterate, but where would you be if you could read and write?" "Well," replied the man, "I'd be janitor of St. Peter's Church in Neville Square" (From Bits and Pieces, June 24, 1993, p. 23).





Many times in life the things that appear at first to be misfortune wind up bringing us success or blessing in our lives.  This is illustrated many times in the Bible.





* If Joseph had never been sold into slavery, falsely accused and then imprisoned, would he ever have been elevated to a position in Egypt that allowed him to preserve his family?





* Where would Daniel have been if he hadn't been taken into Babylonian captivity?  Would he have had the opportunity to bring honor to the God of heaven before foreign kings?





* Where would Zaccheus have been if he were taller?





* Would the blind man in John 9 ever have become a believer in Jesus if he had not been "born blind"?





* What if the woman who touched the hem of Jesus garment to be healed had not suffered a "flow of blood" for 12 years?  Would her faith have been as strong?





* Would the centurion have come to Jesus if his son were not paralyzed and dreadfully tormented? (Matthew 8:6).





When the apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians, he was in Roman prison.  But he was able to see the good that had come from his circumstances. "But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, {13} so that it 


has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ" (Philippians 1:12-13).





If we will but take the time to look at our lives, we'll often find what Paul found.  Misfortune and adversity have resulted in positive outcomes.   "Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass" (Psalms 37:5).








KIDS


COLUMN





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





WHO AM I…





1. I did not die because God took me.


				Gen. 5:24


2. I prophesied of the judgment of the Lord.


				Jude 14


3. Methusael was my great grandson. 


				Gen. 4:18





WHO AM I? __Enoch___________			  


                         By David McPherson





	Christians are to "pray without ceasing"       	(1 Thes. 5:17). Some have trouble doing this 	simply because they forget what to do in 	prayer. The acronym "A-C-T-S" is one 	way 	to remember.





	A -- Adoration. Prayer is a time to 	adore/praise God. David prayed, "Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty..." (1 Chron. 29:11). Don't just ask things of God, acknowledge His awesomeness.





C -- Confession. Prayer is also a time to confess sin. John wrote, "if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins..." (1 Jn. 1:9). One whose iniquities have separated him from God should exercise this privilege. Admit your wrongs!





T -- Thanksgiving. In prayer, we should express our gratitude to God. It is "with thanksgiving" (Phil. 4:6), that our request are to be made known to Him. Do you appreciate the good things you have, love, and hope for? Tell God "thank you."





S -- Supplication. This is where we make our requests. There are many things for which Christians ought to ask -- wisdom, peace, patience, opportunities to teach, etc. 





Brethren, don't forget to pray.
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I AM ON THE LORD'S SIDE





By Richard Thetford





In our song books we sing a song entitled "Who Will Follow Jesus?" The chorus of that song says: "Who will follow Jesus? Who will make reply, I am on the Lord's side; Master, here am I"? Those words no doubt are taken from the book of Matthew, chapter 12, verse 30, where Jesus said: "He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad." Jesus plainly taught that we are either for Him or we're against Him. We cannot serve two masters (Matt 6:24). We're either on the Lord's side or we're not.





Why Be On The Lord's Side?





We must strive to be on the Lord's side because if we aren't then there is no hope of eternal salvation! In Matthew 1:21 it says: "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins." It is only through Jesus Christ that we can have forgiveness of sins and therefore we all should want to be on His side and follow His commandments. When we are on the Lord's side we are profited. In 1 Corinthians 15:58 the apostle Paul said: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." When we are on the Lord's side then we will want to abound in all the work of the Lord. Isn't it true that when we love doing something that we do it to the best of our ability, knowing that our work is not in vain because we are enjoying it.





All of us should look to our service for Christ the same way. We should enjoy being on the Lord's side and therefore do everything we do with fervent zeal, knowing that our eternal peace will someday be realized, because we were always determined to do ALL the will of Jesus (Matt 7:21). In addition, when we're on the Lord's side, then we will be happy in all things that we do (Eph 1:3). We also want to be on the Lord's side because it is honorable (John 12:26). We will be glorified (Rom 8:17), will have peace (John 16:33), and will reign with Christ forever (2 Tim 2:12) when we make it known that we are on the Lord's side!





Who Is On His Side?





Individuals show that they are on the Lord's side by believing in Jesus to the point of doing His will. In Hebrews 11:6, the Hebrew writer said: "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." When we have faith in God, then others will see our faith and be able to see that we are on His side, not Satan's. When we truly believe in God, knowing that we will be rewarded by our life's service to Him (2 Tim 4:8), then we can be effective teachers in His kingdom!


).











�








					


			 





























































































































































































































































































































			    


			


			





Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920




















Regular Scheduled


Services





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30




















Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 


Home


865 – 223 - 7238














WHERE


EVERYONE IS


 WELCOME!


 








	Not only the believers, but the whole-hearted (Matt 12:30), and those that overcome the world (Rev 17:14), will be counted as being on His side. When one chooses to come out from the world and be separate (2 Cor 6:17) then they are making a statement by letting others know that they are choosing to be on the Lord's side! Only the faithful, and those that endure to the very end will be on His side forever (2 Tim 2:12).





In What Should We Be With Him?





When one chooses to be on the Lord's side then one has chosen to be with the Lord in death (Gal 2:20; 2 Tim 2:11), in burial (Col 2:12), and in the resurrection (Rom 6:5; Col 2:12). When one is baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), they have chosen to be with the Lord in the likeness of His death, burial and resurrection (Rom 6:3-5). Afterwards, one will serve Him in his manner of life (2 Tim 2:12) and that includes any suffering that may come our way in our physical life (Rom 8:17). Don't leave the Lord and return to the ways of the world (Gal 5:4). Are you on the Lord's side? Are you determined right now to serve Him daily so that you can spend an eternity with Him in heaven? 
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CUT IT DOWN!


"You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD." (Lev. 19:18). 





In his book, Lee: The Last Years, Charles B. Flood reports that after the Civil War, Robert E. Lee visited a Kentucky lady who took him to the remains of a grand old tree in front of her house. There she bitterly cried that its limbs and trunk had been destroyed by Federal Artillery fire. She looked to Lee for a word condemning the North or, at least, sympathizing with her loss. After a brief silence, Lee said, "Cut it down, my dear Madam, and forget it!" 





It is better to forgive the injustices of the past than to allow bitterness to take root and poison the rest of our lives. 








SIX Ways To Boost Attendance


By Larry Acuff





A while back I attended my first University of Tennessee foot ball game. Boy, it was great! Being a student of human nature and psychology, I learned several things at the game - basically, how we can boost our church attendance. Here is what I have come up with:





1. We're going to replace our cushioned pews with steel benches and remove the backs.





2. We're going to make people sit very close to each other - especially close to those we don't know.





3. We are going to let those who smoke sit in front of those that don't and blow smoke back in their faces.





4. We're going to take the top off the building. There must be something about having a top on the building that keeps people from coming.





5. We're going to have someone holler real loud into the loud speaker. I guess that will be me, since I'm the preacher.





6. Oh yeah, one last thing. We're going to make everyone pay $40.00 to get in, even before they know the outcome.





UT is second only to the University of Michigan in attendance at football games, averaging over 100,000 per game. But, we'll settle for 95,000 in church. Oh, and one more thing, we're going to change our services to last three hours instead of one. Boy, with these changes, you'd better come early next Sunday to get a good parking place!
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WHEN YOU THOUGHT I WASN'T LOOKING�


By Kyle Campbell     �


We have a lot of people who look to us as examples, but we should never �forget about our children, who are the closest ones to which we are an example. Jesus said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 5:16). From today onward, think what happens when you are not looking. To help you, consider what happens from the standpoint of a child:





When you thought I wasn't looking, I heard you say a prayer, and I knew there is a God I could always talk to and I learned to trust in God.





When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw you make a meal and take it to someone who was sick, and I learned that we all have to help take care of each other.





When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw you give of your time and money to help people who had nothing and I learned that those who have something should give to those who don't.





When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw you take care of our house and everyone in it and I learned we have to take care of what God has given us.





When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw how you handled your responsibilities, even when you didn't feel good and I learned that I have to be responsible when I grow up.





When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw that you cared and I wanted to be everything that I could be.





When you though I wasn't looking, I learned most of life's lessons that I need to know to be a good and fruitful Christian when I grow up.





Eph. 5:8 says, "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light." We can never forget the smallest ones among us whho see our influence. Each of us (parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, church�member, teacher, or friend) influences the life of a child. How will you influence one today?!
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CAN MAN HEAL OR SPEAK IN TONGUES TODAY?





By Richard Thetford





Many today still think that they are blessed with some sort of heavenly power to be able to heal others and have a special gift of speaking in tongues. We need simply to turn to the pages of the New Testament to let the Bible answer this question. 





First of all Jesus only gave this power to the apostles. They had the power to heal the sick and even raise the dead (Matt 10:1-8). We can further study that only the apostles themselves could pass on this power to others. In Acts chapter 8, Philip (the evangelist and deacon (Acts 6:5), not the apostle), preached Jesus to the Samaritans. In verse 12 they believed Philip and were baptized. In verse 13, a man named Simon believed and was baptized. Then read verse 13. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard about the Samaritans belief, they sent to them Peter and John (two of the apostles). What did they do? They laid hands on the Samaritans (Philip did not have this power) so they could have the gift of the Holy Ghost. Simon even realized that only the apostles had this power and offered them money for the gift (vs 18). Only the apostles could pass these miraculous gifts on. Once they died and the ones that they gave the gifts to died, then this miraculous power ceased. Why? because the perfect had come (The New Testament) as Paul explains in 1 Corinthians 13:8-11. 





The word of God is very plain in this area. 
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THE BIBLE





This book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true and its decisions immutable.





Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, good to support you and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword and the Christian's character.





Here paradise is restored, heaven opened and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ is its grand subject, our good its design and the glory of God its end. It should rule the heart, fill the memory and guide the feet.





Read it slowly, frequently and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and a river of pleasure. It is given to you in life, will be opened at the judgment and be remembered forever. It involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labor, and condemns all who trifle with its holy contents.


Quiz on the Bible?


1. How many books in the Bible?


2. How many in the Old Testament?


3. How many in the New Testament?


4. How many chapters in the Bible?


5. How many verses in the Bible?


. 








							J.R. Bronger


						    October 25-28


							  7:30 P.M.





THE LORD WANTS YOU TO BE SAVED!





WILL YOU OBEY TODAY?
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The Bible is Understandable





                  				By Dwight McGee





			The multitude of different church buildings downtown in 			every city stands as a sad reminder of religious division 			and confusion. In man's loss of unity, he is tempted to 			blame God and His word, the Bible. Men conclude that, 			since we do not understand the Bible, then the Bible    		 	cannot be understood. This is a most serious and        			fundamental error. Furthermore, it is a personal attack on 			either God's goodness or His ability to communicate to 			men. The Bible declares plainly that it can be understood.





The Bible gives a man all the truth that he needs to please God: "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Even though we do not have the complete record of what Jesus did on earth, we have what we need to understand, believe and be saved. "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name" (John 20:30-31). It is the truth that will make us free as Jesus said, "If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31,32). Jesus has provided that truth for us today in the pages of the Holy Bible.
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							J.R. Bronger


						    October 25-28
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	It is clear from the Bible itself that God intended for us to understand and obey it. Paul said, "Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17). He also made it clear that God's revelation of the Bible through Him could be understood upon reading. "... How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)" (Eph. 3:4).





Some parts of the Bible are more difficult than others. Peter said, "...Even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own �destruction" (2 Pet. 3:15-16). Even though it takes more study to understand some of the scriptures, you will notice in this passage that God neither condoned or excused the error that was taught because of Bible misunderstanding. He rather pointed out that the misusers of the Bible brought their own destruction. People will be lost in hell because they misuse the scriptures to teach error.
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"Praise God for the miracle!"





"He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it dried up; so He led them through the depths, as through the wilderness. He saved them from the hand of him who hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. The waters covered their enemies; there was not one of them left." (Psalm 106:9-11) 





A teacher was doing her best to discredit the miracles of the Bible. She said, "Take, for instance, the crossing of the Red Sea. We know this body of water was only 6 inches deep." Immediately, from the back of the room came the remark, "Praise God for the miracle!" Annoyed, the teacher asked, "What miracle?" "Well," explained the boy, "the Lord must have drowned the whole Egyptian army in just 6 inches of water!" 
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"Church of God Grill"





                          By David Riggs





"...I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." (1 Tim. 3:15)





There is a restaurant in Atlanta, Georgia named, "Church of God Grill."





Someone called and asked about their unusual name and the reply was, "We had a little mission down here, and we started selling chicken dinners after church on Sunday to help pay the bills. People liked the chicken, and we did such a good business, that eventually we cut back on the church service. After a while, we just closed down the church altogether, and kept on serving the chicken dinners. We kept the name we started with, and that's ‘Church of God Grill.’"





This incident is similar to many congregations and denominations who have over time drifted from their original purpose. Let us as a church of our Lord continue to be the pillar and ground of the truth. Let us continue to uphold, defend, and proclaim the truth that souls might be saved. 
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The Heart and Lip Service


By H. E. Phillips





The piercing question of Paul in Galatians 4:16 is in order: ``Am I therefore become your  enemy,  because  I  tell  you  the  truth?''  Why  do we foolishly and carelessly allow ourselves to be carried away from the truth in our daily lives? Why  do we talk about doing  better,  and  promise  both  ourselves  and  the  brethren  that  we  will repent  of indifference and get to work in the kingdom of Christ, but never make the change?  Why do  we hear  more and  more brethren  express alarm because they are not able to pray and to study the word of God as they once did?





The answers to these questions  may be  found in our own  hearts  where  our  real goals and desires reside.  An individual  needs  to be urged to do more serious soul searching  with special  emphasis  on his spiritual  and moral concepts. We need to really ``Examine  yourselves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith;  prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?'' (1 Cor.  13:5).





Jesus  told the Pharisees  of their  hypocrisy and referred  to the prophecy of Esaias, which he applied to them in Matthew 15:8-9: ``This people draweth night unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with the lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.''  Of course, they were offended after they heard this (v. 12), but Jesus said to his disciples: ``Let them alone: they beblind leaders of the blind.  And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch'' (verse 14).





One could say, ``Look what we are doing, we draw nigh unto God with our singing, praying and preaching the word, and in addition, we praise and honor God with our lips and promise to serve Him.
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WHO ARE WE?





							J.R. Bronger


						    October 25-28


							  7:30 P.M.





	 What more could one ask?'' Every word of this could have been said by those hypocritical Pharisees to whom Christ spoke. The problem was not that they did not give vocal praise and lip service, but the real and only problem was that the heart was far away, and in fact not involved at all in their professed praise to God.





I could follow the typical line of many prayers which we hear today: ``Father, we thank thee for this wonderful opportunity to meet here and worship thee in spirit and truth,'' when in fact I could care less whether I am present upon the occasion or not. And the ``wonderful opportunity to meet here'' is really a painful burden I wish I could avoid, and I do dodge the ``opportunity'' every time I can. I could also sing loud the words of the song: ``My Jesus, if ever I loved thee, tis now,'' and not give a simple thought to Jesus, love, or time. This lip praise and verbal honor is the cold, lifeless, formalism that now enshrouds churches all across the land. Because the lifeless body does nothing more than lip praise and promise, the commandments of men are brought into play to try to pump some life or activity into an otherwise cold, dead body of people.





Back to some of the questions at the beginning of this article which we should be asking ourselves. We must realize that without heart action, the lip and hand service is nothing. While all responsible people have the capacity to see, hear, and understand with their hearts, by comparison, not many of them use the heart in praising God. The heart becomes dull of hearing, gross and calloused so that what is seen and heard does not effect any change in the thinking, believing, and obeying from the heart.





The heart hardened by the practice of sin explains why the preaching of the gospel in the most persuasive manner produces little more than blank stares, vague promises, and a few attempts at lip service. We must bring heart worship to God if we expect it to be accepted.





INVITE OTHERS TO JOIN US IN OUR GOSPEL MEETING!
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COVETOUSNESS





"Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses." (Luke 12:15) 





There's an old legend about two very covetous men who were granted a wish upon the condition that whoever made the first wish, the second would receive a double portion of what the first requested. The first greedy man would not make his wish because he wanted the double portion for himself. The second covetous man felt the same; thus, he was also unwilling to make the first wish. After a long while, the first, who was strongest of the two, grabbed the second by the throat and said he would choke him to death if he didn't make his wish. As the second man was about to die, he said, "I wish to be made blind in one eye." Immediately, he lost the sight of one eye, and his companion went blind in both eyes! 





The moral of this old story is, "Beware of covetousness." 

















CLUE – These are three separate


Husband and wife teams…





1. After we lied about the money we gave the apostles, we fell on the floor, so to speak _________________________________________





2. We moved from Italy to Corinth and made tents with Paul _________________________________





3. Our first son died as a baby, but our second son was a really smart guy and became a king, __________________________________________
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I BELIEVE, AND I KNOW WHY I BELIEVE





							By Bill Walton


                                                                                            


			I believe there is a personal God who is the Creator of the 			universe, the Giver of life, and the Judge before whom we 			must ultimately appear and give an account for how we’ve 			lived our lives. And I believe this God is the God revealed 			in the Bible. I believe Jesus is God’s son. And I believe 			Jesus was proven to be God’s son by His resurrection from 			the dead. I believe the Bible was inspired by God and is the 			revelation of God’s will.





When I say I believe in God, and Christ, and the Bible, I mean: I believe and I know why I believe. I believe because the evidence compels me to believe.





Christian faith is not ignorant gullibility. It is conviction based upon convincing evidence. It’s not a matter of what I want to believe, or what my parents believe. And it’s not a matter of what I have always been taught to believe. It’s a matter of evidence. I have seen the evidence and I believe because of the evidence. Other people may believe (or, say they believe) for other reasons, but real Christians believe because of the evidence.





The Bible writers warn against being gullible and too easily convinced. For example, when the apostle Paul wrote to the Christians at Ephesus, he said they “should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive” (Eph. 4:14). In his epistle to the Christians at Thessalonica he cautioned them to examine everything carefully and accept only what was proven to be true (1 Thess. 5:21).





The apostle John, in his first epistle, warned Christians everywhere about the many false prophets at work in the world. He said that every “prophet” should be put to the test (1 Jn. 4:1). The Lord commended the Christians at Ephesus for having exposed some who were false apostles (Rev. 2:2).





The Bible writers always pointed to the evidence in calling upon people to believe. Consider the example of Paul at Thessalonica: “And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, This Jesus whom I proclaim to you is the Christ” (Acts 17:2-3).





There are many reasons why people believe the things they do, but the only valid reason for believing is the evidence.
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NO LOVE





By Greg Gwin





		A wife tearfully confides in a 		close friend. The problem? 		She’s sure her husband doesn’t 		love her any more. No, he   		hasn’t come right out and said so, but the signs are abundant. Not only has he stopped doing the kind and thoughtful things that characterized the early years of their marriage, but now he has become increasing withdrawn. He seldom speaks. When conversations do take place, he is easily provoked and quickly resorts to harsh and hateful words. Of late, he has been staying away from home more and more. "Had to work late," or "Out with friends" is his explanation. Without saying so he has truly conveyed the message to his wife: "I don’t love you any more."





This scenario is not exclusive to marriages. Other close relationships can go the same way. For instance: a Christian stops doing the "extra" things that characterized the early years of his life in Christ. He was enthused and zealous back then. He talked to everyone about the Lord, and actively tried to bring others to Christ. But now he’s grown "cold." He seldom prays. He finds excuses to stay away from the assemblies and to neglect personal study, work and growth. "Lots of pressure at work right now," and "Just not enough time in the day" are his explanations. Without actually saying the words, he’s definitely sending the message to God: "I don’t love you any more."





Among the fellow Christians a similar thing can happen. Once there was a closeness and a bond that folks could actually sense. But by neglect and mistakes the relationship suffers. Harsh words and badly handled situations result in hurt feelings and "nursed" grudges. After some time, it’s easier to simply do nothing. "Too busy," we claim. And although the words were never spoken, the message is clear - there is no love left any more. And in the process, we have denied our discipleship (John 13:35). Think!
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ONE DEAD FROG


A group of frogs were traveling through the woods, and two of them fell into a deep pit. All the other frogs gathered around the 	pit. When they saw how deep the pit was, they told the two unfortunate frogs they would never get out. The two frogs ignored the comments and tried to jump up out of the pit. The other frogs kept telling them to stop, that they were as good as dead.





Finally, one of the frogs took heed to what the other frogs were saying and simply gave up. He fell down and died. The other frog continued to jump as hard as he could. Once again, the crowd of frogs yelled at him to stop the pain and suffering and just die. He jumped even harder and finally made it out.





When he got out, the other frogs asked him, “Why did you continue jumping? Didn’t you hear us?”





The frog explained to them that he was hard of hearing. He thought they were encouraging him the entire time.























CLUE - A MAN AND HIS WIFE:





1. After we gave a little money to the apostles and put some more in our pockets, we fell on the floor, so to speak __Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 5:1-10





2. We moved from Italy to Corinth and made tents with Paul ______Aquila and Priscilla, Acts 18:1-3.





3. Our first son died as a baby, but our second son was a really smart guy David and Bathsheba    


II Samuel 12:24.___________________________











WHO ARE WE?





The Value Of Daily Meditation





By Kent Heaton





The physical body is designed to have nourishment each 


day. Through the creative power and wisdom of God, the 


flesh requires renewal and sustenance to maintain life. A 


body lacking water or food will die. Starvation is a terrible 


way to die as a slow, painful and miserable process takes 


place  because  of   the  requirements to  sustain  life  are 


neglected. Neglect of the corporeal needs of the body will 


bring death to the flesh and neglect of the spiritual needs 


of the soul will cause spiritual death.





As God designed the mortal body to require nourishment, so the inner man requires nourishment. Paul wrote, “Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). There is a part of man that is of more value than the outward tabernacle; the image of God. When God created man in Genesis 1, He said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness” (v26). This is the component of man that never dies. 





The need of the inner man is a daily renewal. Without the nourishment of God’s presence, the spiritual man will suffer malnutrition and become diseased. The value of daily meditation with God is the sustenance drawn from His presence in our daily lives. David knew the value of daily meditation when he wrote, “But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; and on his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalms 1:2-3).





The law of Jehovah is a delight; as something we enjoy, we find pleasant and we desire. As food to the body is a nourishing delight so the law of our Lord is something we must have each day. The presence of His word in our lives is a meditation that guides us through the day as we ponder His power, love, majesty and wisdom. Psalm 119 is a declarative thesis on the power of the law of Jehovah. The writer declares how much they love the law of the Lord as a meditation all the day and the wisdom gained from the knowledge of Jehovah’s mind. The law makes one wiser, with more understanding, helping to refrain ones feet from every evil way and serves as a “lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (v105). 





The Psalmist further states, “How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth” (Psalm 119:103). The value of daily meditation is how sweet the words of the Lord affect our daily walk. In times of trouble, 
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	we find solace in the guidance of a loving God; in times of joy, we share with the ancients of old the happiness in trusting in a bountiful Savior; from the pages of our daily meditation we ascend to the throne of our Father to find safety in His arms.





The value of daily meditation is the time we spend with the Lord. Eternal life will not be granted to those who are strangers of the Son of God. Only those who have a daily walk with Him will share Heaven. Each day is filled with a long discussion with the Creator of this world; the Savior of all men and the power of His gospel. Our daily mediation is the joy we find in consuming His words in our life. Jeremiah the prophet wrote, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy words were unto me a joy and the rejoicing of my heart: for I am called by thy name, O Jehovah, God of hosts” (Jeremiah 15:16).





As the Lord instructed Joshua, so we must do. “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate thereon day and night, that thou may observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success” (Joshua 1:8). May our lives be enriched by the daily meditation of the word of God.





   			     How To 


			Bring Down 


			     A Son!


		         (Gospel Advocate, 1926)








1.  Let him have plenty of spending money. 


2. Permit him to choose his own companions    without restraint or direction. 


3.  Give him a latch key and allow him to return   home late at night. 


4.  Make no inquiry as to where and with whom he spends his leisure moments. 


5.  Give him to understand that manners make a good substitute for morals.


6. Teach him to expect pay for every act of helpfulness to others. 


7. Let him spend Sunday hours, between services, on the streets. 


8.  Be careful never to let him hear your voice in prayer for his salvation and spiritual growth. 


!
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IT DOESN’T PAY!


By Robert Jackson





To Let Grudges Embitter Your Spirit Some have a grudge in their heart they want to settle with another. There is no limit to what they will do if they are motivated by a grudge in their heart. A bitter spirit within you will lead you to do and say things about another that eventually will make you wonder if you really did say and do those things. It just doesn't pay to settle a grudge with a bitter spirit. 





To Let Gossipers Ruin Your Life


There are some who are always gossiping about others. You just can't afford to believe what others say about you or others. If you are not careful, you will let gossipers destroy friendships, home life, and above all, our service to God. It just doesn't pay to let gossipers do this to you. 





To Let Flattery Undermine Your Ambition


Some people let flattery undermine their lives. Preachers are so often guilty of this. Someone will flatter them with words and they, in turn, let it go to their heads and wham...they lose all sense of balance. It is just as easy for this to happen to others as well. Flattery to a person can often ruin one. It doesn't pay to let flattery get you. 





To Let Your Friends Do Your Thinking For You


So many today let others think for them. This is often so true among young people. They don't stop to think a thing through. They let others do the thinking for them and often times get them into trouble as a result. Every person ought to learn to think for himself. Think about what God wants you to do and not what others think. 





To Let Others Kill Your Love For The Lord


Today many of the soldiers of the Lord are not in the battle. They have quit. Why? Because they let others kill their love and zeal for Christ. They listen to false teachers. They are influenced by the world. They let their so-called friends who have no love for Jesus keep them from doing the will of God. 
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COMMERCIALIZED CONVICTION�


By Russ Bowman�


I am ever amazed at the glaring contrasts of our culture. A truck passed me recently and the vehicle must have been traveling 85 miles per hour. Affixed to the back window was a sticker that read, "My boss is a Jewish Carpenter." I see�cars regularly with a little fish emblem attached, which I understand to be a tacit reference to Christianity, yet on the same vehicle will be the decal of a menacing child urinating on the trademark logo of another auto company. There's something blatantly inconsisten there. And perhaps a contributing culprit is our obsession with commercialization.





We are a people bent upon self-expression. Unlike other cultures in which people tend toward shyness and hesitancy, we are bold, direct, and expressive. While those qualities certainly have some merit, they set us up for some grief too. People form other countries often think Americans brash and arrogant, and part of that reputation is established by our "bumper sticker" mentality. We want the world to know what we think, so we make public declarations of our opinions on  our cars, our T-shirts, or on little rubber wristbands. And nowhere is that trend more widespread than in "religion."





It used to be that almost any silk-screened T-shirt was likely advertising some music concert. Back in "the day" I had a drawer full of concert T-shirts, because we wanted the world to know that we say Jimmy Buffet or Charlie Daniels or the �Eagles. Today, however, the logo that looks like a concert shirt at a distance will, upon closer inspection, probably reveal some religious sentiment. And while there are some talented designers fashioning John 3:16 into the shape of a cross or a fish or a landscape, it saddens me that religion has become little more than an expression on a T-shirt or wrist-band.





While I don't think its wrong in itself to wear such things, I am concerned about the mentality behind the trend. First of all, I am amazed at the inconsistency often displayed by those so declaring their "faith." A girl wearing a miniskirt and a tight fitting  top, while accessorizing such with a "What Would Jesus Do?" wristband is sending mixed messages, is she not? Or a young man who is insolent and foul-mouthed does not seem justified simply because he's wearing a bloody crown of thorns on his shirt.





Secondly, I have a hard time with the whole commercialization mentality. Imagine the "Sermon on the Mount" scene. Jesus sits on the grass-covered mountainside while throngs of people are gathered, listening to the words of life. And moving carefully  through the crowds are the apostles, hawking "This Ain't Your Daddy's Religion" T-shirts?





Somehow, I don't see the Lord working that way. In fact, the mindset that makes religious devotion merely a matter of public display is more 
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	reminiscent of the Pharisees than of our Lord. After all, it was those religious zealots who wore their religion on their clothes (Matt. 23:5) and gave their alms publicly and selected prominent street corners on which to pray. And they were, according to Jesus, little more than hypocrites, religious with-out and ungodly within.





It seems important to note that the hypocrisy of such commercialized faith is apparent to almost everyone. It's no wonder that "Christianity" is often maligned and disdained by the secularists of our culture. What they see often is little more �than moral platitudes and overt symbolism displayed by people who are materialists, sensual, intemperate, and untrustworthy as the general population. After all, that truck going�85 mph with the religious window sticker is blowing by them too.





Given this environment, it is imperative that loyal disciples of Jesus use our influence properly. The Lord instructs us to be "the light of the world" and "salt of the earth" (Matt. 5:13-16). But doing so involves more than a T-shirt or wristband. It demands that we adhere to the Lord's teaching. Our "doctrine" must be consistent with His, given His command that�His disciples "observe all things that I have commanded you" (Matt. 28:20). While religious organizations everywhere are catering to the will of the world, we must firmly adhere to the�revelation of God's Will (Matt. 7:21ff, Jno. 8:31,32).





Moreover, proper influence demands that we make an impact for good in this world. Our simple acts of kindness will make a far greater statement about our conviction than will a�pithy slogan stuct to our car. Jesus noted that others will glorify God when they "see your good works" (Matt. 5:16). We must take seriously Paul's instruction in Gal. 6:10, "as we have opportunity, let us do good to all..." or his repeated admonitions that we "maintain good works" (Ti. 3:1,8,14). If we are kind and courteous and helpful and caring, there will�be less opportunity for inconsistency and little room for criticism form those in this world.





There aren't enough bumper stickers, T-shirts, or wrist-bands to atone for the tragedy of hypocrisy. No matter how proudly they are displayed.	. 
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1. Where was Abraham born?








2. Why did Abraham leave?








3. What was the three things that God promised Abraham?


  


  


  





4. Who did Abraham take with him?








5. Where did Abraham go?  











1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.


2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise:


3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth." Eph. 6:1-3.





Obeying your parents has many wonderful blessings. In this life, and the life to come!

















. 
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			1. Discipline your children only when you lose your temper. 			Let them get away with anything until you're fed up; then in 			a spirit of hostility and anger, let'em have it! Blow your top, 			holler, get wild, clobber them and really make a brawl out 			of it. The children will get a bang out of you.





			2. Don't make yourself approachable, you might have to 			listen and reason with them. If you get too chummy, they'll 			want to talk things over with you. And who's got time to 			waste with kids? You've got more important things to do.





			3. If they've done wrong, never let them forget it. Keep 			rubbing it in; they'll loathe you for it. A father was telling me 			in front of his son about the trouble the boy had gotten into 			5 years earlier when he was 13. The boy was ashamed 			and disgusted. When the father went to answer the phone, 			the son said in an undertone, "He makes me sick." I felt like 			saying "Me, too!"





			4. Give your children all the spending money they want; 			don't make them earn it. Money in large quantities is an 			acceptable substitute for love. After awhile they will only 			want your money and couldn't care less about you. It's 			something like starving them on creampuffs.





5. Compare your children with someone else to make them smarten up. Use that beautiful expression "Why can't  you be like Johnny?" They will despise you and Johnny both!





6. Mother and father should disagree in regard to the rules for their children. Children will then learn to play one parent against the other and develop an unhealthy closeness to the one they can manipulate.





7. Never let the kinds think for themselves. They don't have the equipment. The reason may be that they are a lot like their parents, or they've been influenced by their home environment. Make all the decisions for them so they'll never�be able to handle life.





8. Treat them with suspicion. Never trust the sneaky little�characters.





9. If they turn out well, it won't be your fault. IT'LL BE A�MIRACLE.
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THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS





By Richard Thetford





In the book of Matthew, chapter 25, verses 14-24 we can read the parable of the talents. In this parable one individual received five talents, another two and another one. Some may question whether the distribution of the talents given these individuals was just since there was unequal distribution. In this parable, verse 15 says “to every man according to his ability.” This was an exhibition of divine economy. Each man received all that he was competent to use. In other words, they only got what they could handle.





How did the servants use the talents that were given them? We read where the one that had five gained five more. The one that had two gained two more and the one that had one buried it and gained nothing more. When the man returned to find how his servants used their talents we read where the five and two talent men were blessed because they put their talents to use and gained more. But the man who buried his only talent was cursed. 





What lessons can we learn from this parable? First of all the Lord fully expects every man to act in His service according to his ability. God never has expects us to do more than we can do, but He certainly expects us to do the best we can with what we have. Secondly, limited talent is no excuse for not doing the Lord’s service. Each of us has some talent and that talent should be used for the Lord. Finally, we will be rewarded according to our faithfulness and not according to the results. God expects Christians to plant the seed and do the watering. When we do that, then we give God the opportunity to increase.
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1. Where was Abraham born? UR (Gen. 11:27-28)








2. Why did Abraham leave? God commanded him to leave, (Gen. 12:1). 





3. What was the three things that God promised Abraham? (Gen. 12:2):


  I will make you a great nation. 


I will bless you And make your name   great.


  And you shall be a blessing.





4. Who did Abraham take with him? Sarah, Lot, and his servants, (Gen. 12:4-5)





5. Where did Abraham go? Canaan, (Gen. 12:5).








AVOIDING TEMPTATION














� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





Oh how much easier A Christian's walk would be if there was not any temptation confronting us that we had to deal with. James 1:14 says "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed". Temptation is an enticement that appears so appetizing to us that often times we get carried away with it and give into it. Is God tempting us? No. God cannot be tempted by evil (James 1:13). Satan is the one that puts those "dangling carrots" in front of us (1 Cor 7:5; Mar 1:13) so that we will turn from God. Life is a test of endurance for the Lord and we will prevail if we overcome temptation. We are tempted in various ways such as through our eyes (1 John 2:16), the lust of the flesh (Jam 1:14), the pride of life (1 John 2:16), and through our own covetousness (1 Tim 6:9). How do we avoid temptation? By trusting in God and keeping Him in our lives daily. We need to strive to be godly as Peter emphasizes in 2 Peter 2:9. WE can further avoid temptation by: Not giving Satan the advantage (1 Cor 7:5), prayer (Matt 6:13; Luke 22:40), and by taking the way of escape (1 Cor 10:13). Remember, temptations are set before us to test us. Are you passing the test?
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WHEN YOU THOUGHT                    I WASN'T LOOKING�


                       By Kyle Campbell     �


We have a lot of people who look to us as examples, but we should never �forget about our children, who are the closest ones to which we are an example. Jesus said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 5:16). From today onward, think what happens when you are not looking. To help you, consider what happens from the standpoint of a child:


�When you thought I wasn't looking, I heard you say a prayer, and I knew there is a God I could always talk to and I learned to trust in God.


�When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw you make a meal and take it to someone who was sick, and I learned that we all have to help take care of each other.��When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw you give of your time and money to help people who had nothing and I learned that those who have something should give to those who don't.


�When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw you take care of our house and everyone in it and I learned we have to take care of what God has given us.��When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw how you handled your responsibilities, even when you didn't feel good and I learned that I have to be responsible when I grow up.


�When you thought I wasn't looking, I saw that you cared and I wanted to be everything that I could be.


�When you though I wasn't looking, I learned most of life's lessons that I need to know to be a good and fruitful Christian when I grow up.


�Eph. 5:8 says, "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light." We can never forget the smallest ones among us whho see our influence. Each of us (parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, church�member, teacher, or friend) influences the life of a child. How will you influence one today? 
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BIBLE FACTS ABOUT THE


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GOSPEL!





By Phillip Owens





It Is God's Power To Save Us: -- "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation" (Rom. 1:15). The word "gospel" means "good news." Therefore, this is God's "message" to us. It is not a feeling, what we think, a "church creed," but God's message concerning our salvation. 





There Is Only One Gospel But Many Perversions: -- This was true even during the first century and it is true now. Further, if we teach or believe and obey an altered gospel, we are accursed. "I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:6-9) 





We Must Obey The Gospel. If We Do Not, We Are Condemned Along With Those Who Refuse Any Knowledge Of God: -- "...to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power" (2 Thes. 1:7-9)."For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God" (1 Pet. 4:17)? 





We Are To Preach The Gospel To Everyone: -- If there is only one gospel, it is God's message concerning our salvation, it has been perverted, and everyone must obey it to be saved, then we see the great significance of helping people know what it is. Jesus said, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mk. 16:15,16).
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			"Do not let your adornment be 			merely outward; arranging the 			hair, wearing gold, or putting 			on fine apparel; rather let it be 			the hidden person of the heart, 			with the incorruptible beauty of 			a gentle and quiet spirit, which 			is very precious in the sight of 			God." (1 Pet. 3:3-4).


 


The world puts emphasis on one's outward appearance. Millions of dollars are spent each year on diet, exercise, clothing, and cosmetics, most of which are designed to improve one's outward appearance. Many of those things are superficial measures to make people appear more beautiful than they really are. It is empty and vain to beautify only the outward person. Prov. 31:30 says, "Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised." 1 Sam. 16:7 says, "...The Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 




















Dusty Bibles lead to dirty lives!
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ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LOCAL CHURCH - People who suffer with a disagreeable and cynical attitude generally take that disposition with them wherever they go. Some bring it to the church building!


Have you noticed, some folks who visit an assembly of a local church for the first time, seem to walk in the door whining? They didn’t have good directions and the building was hard to find. They want to know why the building is half empty and there are no kids the same age as their kids. The song leader isn’t very good. The preacher is not as exciting as they prefer and, of course, the people were not friendly.


All of this grumbling comes before they get to know the people. These troublesome judgments seem to come forth about the time they walk in the door, and before they have taken the time to become acquainted with the work their brothers and sisters are attempting to do.


This is more than just annoying. This kind of behavior is immature, offers no good will or encouragement to the local disciples, teaches children to be complainers and breeds a spirit of self-absorption, complacency and self-righteousness. There is a better attitude!


This better attitude begins with humility. Do not assume that you know so much about a group of people, after you’ve “known them” for a total of 30 minutes! There may be all sorts of facts, circumstances, history and unseen conditions you know nothing about. Instead of thinking primarily of your comfort, your preferences and your needs - “Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others,” (Phil.2:4).


The better attitude is based on a conscious, individual decision to “do all things without murmuring and disputing,” (Phil.2:14). In the first place, the spirit that constantly complains and grumbles is not pleasing to the Lord. In the second place, if there are real problems, they are not solved by this irksome behavior.


 The better attitude rejoices in truth (1 Cor. 13:6). What is good and right should be commended. John expressed this attitude when he wrote, “I rejoiced greatly that I found some of your children walking in truth, as we have received commandment from the Father,” (2 Jn. 4).


The better attitude is cautious to avoid partiality. Some of our quick judgments reflect personal prejudice or favoritism. What James deals with in James two (Jas. 2:1-13) concerns one who “comes into your assembly,” and the prejudicial attitudes toward the poor man. The principle taught in the text would also apply when one who comes in is guilty of the same attitude. “Have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?” (Jas. 2:4). That question is probing for anyone showing partiality anywhere!


The better attitude says: “I’m here to participate, to help and to encourage everybody who is involved in the work of the Lord!” The better attitude is not blind to problems, but seeks to participate in a solution to problems in a godly way. The better attitude does not demand perfection, but will share in scriptural efforts to move in that direction. 








					


			 





























































































































































































































































































































			    


			


			





Chapman Hwy. 


church 


of Christ





7604 Chapman Hwy.


Knoxville, TN.   


37920




















Regular Scheduled


Services





SUNDAY:


Bible Class  10:00


Worship      11:00


Worship        6:00





WEDNESDAY:


Bible Class    7:30




















Local Evangelist:


Tim Shepherd


Office


865 - 573 - 6638 


Home


865 – 223 - 7238














WHERE


EVERYONE IS


 WELCOME!











HOW DO CHILDREN LEARN THE BIBLE?





		One of the most marvelous           		passages of Scripture on child�      		rearing is given in Deuteronomy    		6:3-9. From this great passage we 		are made to understand that         		children can learn God’s word in a 		number of ways.





1 - There is what we might call unconscious teaching. Children observe our lives, our moods, our reactions, our dispositions. They absorb and assimilate these into their own lives and personalities. Someone has said that children read our hearts, not our lips.





 2 - There is, in the second place, what we might call informal teaching. This is done by talking about holy things as we sit, walk, lie down, and rise up. The Jews wrote the Scriptures on signs and plaques and put them on their walls and at other conspicuous places. Some even had them embroidered on their clothing. These were all subtle and informal reminders of their need to be God-conscious.





 3 - Then, last of all, there were those formal teaching situations where prophets or priests or others, instructed by means of the various services, performed in the tabernacle, temple, and later the synagogues. Certain days had a special meaning. All males were to attend the three annual feasts. All of these activities and situations working together impressed upon the observing mind the need to be controlled and regulated by Jehovah.





Today, many of the same kinds of situations are presented to us. Let us learn to talk about the Bible with our children with the same ease with which we discuss sports activities and other such things. Let us keep the Word of God before them all the time. Let us resolve to never miss a preaching service or Bible class. Let us show them practical ways to put eyes, arms, and legs on God’s commandments as we get caught up in helping others. Let us let God truly rule in our hearts and lives. The children are smart -- they will catch on.
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"Baptism and the Blood" 





By T. Doy Moyer 





The blood of Jesus saves us from our sins: the blood was "shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt 26:28). What does baptism have to do with the blood? 





Peter preached, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). Note that the expression "for the remission of sins" is the same as in Matthew 26:28. Jesus shed His blood for the remission of sins; baptism is for the remission of sins. How can both be true?





The answer is in Romans 6:3-4, which tells us that when we are baptized into Christ, we are baptized into His death (vs3). We contact Christ’s blood when we obey the gospel and are baptized into Christ.





What saves us? The blood of Jesus. How do we avail ourselves of the blood? Through baptism into Christ. Is baptism a work of our own merit? No. We simply must submit to the will of God. Now, how can anyone deny the necessity of baptism?
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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS ?





1.  Who was Moses’ brother?________________





2.  Who was the prophet who challenged the prophets of Baal?______________________





3.  Which one of the Apostles was a tax collector? _________________________





4.  Who sold their land to help his fellow Christians who were in need? _________  





5.  What island was John exiled to? _______





     














"The Only One's Going To Heaven"





						By Greg Gwin





				"I've heard that you 'Church of Christ' people think 				that you are the only ones going to heaven. Is that 				true?" We are often asked this question, and we 				appreciate the opportunity to explain what we     				believe. Would you please give careful consideration 				to these simple points from the Bible? 





1) It important to remember that God is the judge of eternal things. Our personal opinions do not matter. What you think, what we think, what some religious denomination teaches -- none of this matters. In fact, Jesus said that many who think they are saved will be lost in the last day (Matthew 7:13-14, 21-23). The Scriptures will be the standard of judgment (John 12:48).





2) The New Testament clearly teaches who will be saved. It describes a simple 'plan of salvation' that any accountable person can understand and obey. We must hear the truth (Rom 10:17), believe the truth (Hebrews 11:6), repent of our sins (Luke 13:3), confess our faith in Jesus (Romans 10:10), and be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38). If we remain faithful, we are promised a reward in heaven (Revelation 2:10). This not a human dogma or creed. It is the plain and simple teaching of God's Word. If a person obeys these commands they will be saved. If they do not, they will be lost. It is just that simple. The only ones going to heaven are the ones who submit to God's will and obey His commands.





3) Now, where does the church of Christ figure into all of this? Acts 2:47 tells us that those who are saved are added to the church by the Lord. When you do what you must do to be saved (see point #2) then you are automatically added to that church which you read about in the Bible. This is not some man-made denomination. It is the church that belongs to Jesus -- it is the "church of Christ" (Romans 16:16). Therefore, the answer is yes -- you must be a member of that church to go to heaven. Do you see it?  
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			Is Your 


		  Bulb Out? 








A man came into a garage the other day and requested that a mechanic check a noise in the engine of his car. Sure enough, a bearing was burned out due to a clogged oil line. ``But,'' the frustrated man exclaimed ``the light on the dash never indicated anything to be wrong.'' So they checked the warning light and found that the bulb was burned out. The bulb cost 55 cents, the bearing would be 90 dollars. 





Conscience is somewhat like the warning light in your car. Yet there are certain circumstances under which the conscience will not work. Paul speaks of those who have their conscience ``seared with a hot iron'' (1 Tim. 4:2). The idea here is that which we have of branding or cauterizing. It is the placing of a red hot iron against the flesh which burns or sears it over and seals it up. The area affected becomes dry, hard and insensitive. It describes a conscience which will allow a person to indulge in evil and error without any concern, or a conscience which fails to dictate in matters of right and wrong. 





If our conscience does not dictate any moral restraint or judge our thoughts and motives, then we ought to become very much concerned. If you can deliberately miss the worship service without any pangs of conscience you ought to check your conscience. If your conscience fails to warn you when it comes to practicing that which is known to be wrong, then something is wrong with your conscience. And unless the matter is corrected, you are heading toward disaster. 





Some people seem to enjoy boasting about how their conscience never bothers them or interferes with anything they want to do. If this is the case with you, let me suggest that you have a spiritual checkup. Your bulb might be burned out. 
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Have you been Baptized?





"Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, 'See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?' Then Philip said, 'If you believe with all your heart, you may.' And he answered and said, 'I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.' So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him." (Acts 8:36-38)





A man who was mute had attended services for a long time. After one of the sermons, as the invitation was being sung, he came forward and set on the front pew with an open Bible in his hand. The preacher, knowing that the man was unable to state his desire, was very perplexed as to what to do. After the song was finished, the dumb man approached the preacher and pointed to the verse which says, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" The preacher simply pointed to the next verse, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." The man quickly pointed to the next verse, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." The preacher then repeated the things in the verses to the congregation, and they took the man and baptized him into Christ.





Have you been baptized into Christ as was the Ethiopian eunuch, and the man who was mute? 


























A FRIEND WORTH HAVING  IS A FRIEND WORTH BEING!
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Many who plan to repent at the 11th hour,
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ARE YOU TREATING OTHERS THE WAY YOU WOULD WANT TO BE TREATED?





Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble Is like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint. Prov. 25:19.
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     Improving Our Worship�


			By Bill Hall





				Our lack of fervency and reverence in worship is a 				matter of grave concern to all spiritually minded 				people. We have often caught ourselves singing, but 				not worshipping; bowing our heads, but not praying; 				sitting through a sermon, but not participating in a 				study of God's word. Such action is mockery,    		 		bringing condemnation on the worshipper" rather 				than God's approval.





				What is the solution to the problem? Some have 				sought for the solution in spontaneous singing and chain prayers. A group meets for a devotional period. No song numbers are announced: somebody (anybody) just starts a song, and everybody joins in. Instead of one person leading the prayer, all the men take part, each one adding his little bit until the last man in the circle gives the final "amen." In addition, lights may he turned down and all in the circle hold hands. The purpose behind this practice is to help people feel closer to God as they worship.





I am not questioning the scripturalness of this practice, but if someone thinks it holds the key to our problems of worship, I believe him to be absolutely wrong. Or if such practice lead participants to look disdainfully on "led" singing or "led" prayers, considering such to be an inferior way of worship, they become downright dangerous. Improvement in worship is not brought about by changing the order or externals of worship, but changing the hearts of men. It comes from stronger faith and greater love for the Lord.





When we come to love the Lord and appreciate His sacrifice as we ought, such words as, "I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene, And wonder how he could love me, a sinner condemned, unclean," will awaken an immediate response in our hearts, so that with genuine fervor we will sing, "How marvelous! How wonderful! And my song shall ever be; How marvelous! How wonderful! Is my Savior's love for me." And whether the song is sung spontaneously or is announced and led by a song leader will become a matter of indifference.





When we develop a true consciousness of God— a consciousness of His greatness, His presence, His concern, His love, His awareness, His listening ear—and an appreciation of our own littleness and unworthiness, we will begin praying as we ought.
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I Wouldn't Trade This Feeling


For A "Stack of Bibles."





By Kenneth E. Thomas





It isn’t unusual to have someone make the statement above. We call it “experimental religion.” Such folks have been adversely affected with the Calvinistic concept, that conversion is brought about by an abstract working of the Holy Spirit in a “better felt than told experience.”


 


It is the next thing to impossible to convert one who has accepted this premise! They mistake conviction for “conversion,” then they reform their lives as they attempt to serve Christ. When you question their “conversion experience” they often point to their reformation of life and the “fruits of the Spirit” that they presently manifest, as proof of the genuine nature of their “conversion.” 





The Source of This Deception





As I stated earlier, such folks have been adversely affected by the “Calvinistic concept” of conversion and such a concept often blinds their minds to what the Scriptures actually teach. To let you see clearly where such folks are coming from, and to help you to perhaps help them to see the error of such a concept let us look at it as stated in a popular Protestant Creed Book, “The Standard Manual For Baptist Churches by Edward T. Hiscox, D.D.” 





“We believe the Scriptures teach that in order to be saved, men must be regenerated, or born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; that it is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the Holy Spirit, in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the gospel and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance, faith, and newness of life” (Pgs. 63- 64 VII ibid). 





The above is what I call “religious gobbledegook!” While it speaks of “voluntary obedience,” what it really says is that one is saved when the Holy Spirit operates “in a manner above our comprehension.” It also teaches that this “experience” enables on to repent, believe, and reform. All of this with no mention of the “Great Commission” as given by Christ and as carried out by His inspired apostles who taught folks to “...save yourselves from this crooked generation” (Acts 2:22-38,40-41, 47). 





The apostle Peter’s sermon on Pentecost as just cited on page two, was the first time that Peter used the “keys to the kingdom” given him by Christ and also given to the other apostles (Matt. 16:18-19; Matt. 18:18). Evidently Peter entertained no such idea as a need for the Holy Spirit to “give them a holy disposition to the mind” as the Baptist Creed states. Rather Peter said to his audience- “Ye men of Israel, hear these words;” (Acts 2:22). 
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	Spontaneous singing and chain prayers only provide temporary help in treating the symptom. But what we need is to get to the root of our problem, our own lack of faith and love for the Lord.





We shall try, but we will never in this life reach perfection in worship. But one day we will see our Lord. A consciousness of what He has done for us will sweep our souls as never before And awareness of our hopelessness without Him will stir our spirits. And then — and possibly only then — we will break forth in praise with the sincere adoration which He deserves. And we are quite sure it won’t take any artificial form or arrangement of worship to prompt our bursting forth in praise on the wonderful occasion.





A Painful Operation





By Rick Duggin





In 1809, Dr. Ephraim McDowell’s examination of a patient revealed that she had an abdominal tumor which would soon kill her.  Though abdominal surgery was unheard of in those days, the woman finally persuaded the doctor to operate.





The surgery lasted for twenty-six minutes and the twenty-two pound tumor was successfully removed.  Since there were no anesthetics back then, the pain involved was almost unbearable.  Why, then, would this woman so forcefully insist that the doctor inflict such agony on her?  Quite simply, because she preferred the pain to its alternative—death.





One of the most painful examinations that any sincere seeker of truth must experience is the self examination which God requires of all men (II Cor. 13:5).  





Our goal should be to examine our life with the same objectivity that God uses in evaluating our character.  Since He knows about us (Heb. 4:13), and since His “gauge” is the only accurate one, we should relish any proper correction in our life that is necessary.  If the exam reveals a flaw in my character, and if I want to avoid spiritual death, I will gladly accept the correction.  If I want to die, I can simply ignore the warnings or refuse to take the examination.  It’s that simple.    
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		         The Seven Dwarfs 			Go To Bible Class





One Sunday morning at the Dwarf’s house we hear...





Sleepy: "Oh, I’m so tired! That party last night lasted too long. I didn’t get enough rest. I might nod off in Bible class, so I think I’ll stay home." 





Dopey: "I don’t know whether I’ll go or not. I want to go, but I just don’t know." 





Sneezy: "I don’t feel too good, and besides, I may give my hay-fever to someone, or worse, I may catch something. I’ll stay in today." 





Bashful: "I might not know everybody in class. I hate to meet new people. It’s just too much to expect of anyone. 





Grumpy: "I don’t like the teacher, and besides, we’re studying a boring subject, and some of those people in class, well..." 





Doc: "What a great day this is going to be! I can hardly wait to go to Bible class! 





Happy: "Everybody smile! We are going to learn more about God and His Word! It makes me so happy I can hardly stand it!" 








Name this Bible character:





1. I was from Bethlehem.





2. I was the youngest child.





3. I was considered beautiful.


 


4. I delivered Israel from the Philistines.





5. I had been chosen by God to lead His people.





Who am I?
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	  He then went on to preach the first “full gospel” message ever heard by man. His soul stirring words (not a direct operation of the Holy Spirit) pricked the hearts of several of these Jews who asked Peter and the other apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do” (v-37)? Inspired by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4), the spokesman for the apostles told these inquiring believers that they must “...Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins...”(v-38). That’s true “gospel obedience” just as Jesus had said it must be preached as He gave the apostles the worldwide commission (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:45-49).





This is a divine commentary as to what “the new birth of the water and of the Spirit” involves, of which Jesus spoke to Nicodemus in (John 3:3-5), without which one cannot see nor enter into the kingdom of God or the church of Christ. No such idea as saved first then baptized. In fact the Calvinistic quote we gave above has one saved before either faith or repentance. The Bible does not! (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38).





		      Snap 


	   Judgments


		


		


		While on a walk one day, I was     		surprised to see a man hoeing the 		garden while sitting in a chair.





  		"What laziness," I thought, but       		suddenly I saw leaning against his 		chair a pair of crutches. The man  		was at work despite his handicap.





		The lesson I learned about snap   		judgments has stayed with me for 		years. Many of the crosses            	 	people bear are seldom in plain    		sight.








The TV set is my shepherd.  


My  spiritual   growth   shall  


want.  It  maketh  me  to  sit 


down and do nothing for it's 


name's  sake,   because   it 


requireth all my spare time.�


It keepeth me  from  doing my  duty as  a Christian, because it presenteth so many good shows that  I must  see. It restoreth my knowledge of the things  of  the world, and keepeth  me  from the study of God's word. It leadeth me in the paths of failing to attend the evening worship service and doing nothing in the Kingdom of God.





Yea, though I liveth to be a hundred, I shall keep on viewing my TV as long as it will work, for it is my closest companion. It's sounds and it's pictures they comfort me. It presenteth entertainment before me, and keepeth me from doing important things with my family. It fills my head with ideas which differ from those set out in the Word of God.





Surely, no good thing will come of my life because my TV offereth me no good time to the will of God. Thus I will dwell in spiritual poverty all the days of life.....


 


Name this Bible character:





1. I was from Bethlehem. I Sam. 16:4.





2. I was the youngest child. I Sam. 16:11.





3. I was considered beautiful. I Sam. 16:12


 


4. I delivered Israel from the Philistines.                   					     I Sam. 17:50.





5. I had been chosen by God to lead His people.     					       I Sam. 16:1.


Who am I?   David
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